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iSumMARY AccouNT
| OF THE

Following Poem, and of what
i is contain’d in each Book.

HE Defign of this Work is to demor-
i B. [ftratethe Exiftence of a Divine Fter-
4 nal Mind.

& The Arguments us'd for this End are taken
from the various Marks of Wifdom and Art-
“ful Contrivance, which are Evident to Ob-
Sfervation in the feveral Parts of the Muteri-
al World, and in the Faculties of the Human
Sonl.

" The Firft Book containsthe Proof of aDeity,
firom the Inflances of ‘Defign and Choice, which
sgcenr in the Structure and Qualities of the
“Earth and Sea. |

5 The Second. purfues the Proof of the fame
Propofition, There is aGod, from the Celeft:-
s&/ Motions, and more fully from the Appear-
vances in the Solar-Syflem and the Air.

S In the Third, the Objettions, which are
sbrought by Athesftical Philofophers againf? the

Hype-




A Summary Account, &e.
Hypothefis eftablifp’d in the two frecedin(;-l

Bookss are anfiwer’d.
In the Fourth is laid down the Hypothef;

of the Atomifts or Epicureans, and other Ir.
religions Philofophers, and confuted.

In the Fifth, the “Doctrine of the Fatalify
or Ariftotelians, who make the World to |
- Kternaly is confider’d and fibverted.

In the Sixth, the Argument of the two firf
Books ts refum’d, and the Exiffence of G
demonfirated from the Prudence and Art dif
cover'd in the feveral Parts of the Body i

Man.
In the Seventh, the fame Demonfivation |

carry’d on from the Contemplation of the In

intts in Brute Animals, and the Facultie
and Operations of the Soul of Man. Tl
Book concludes with a Recapitulation of whe
bas been treated of; and a Hymn to the Cre

sor of the World.
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! B SEVEN BOQOKS.
BOOK I

o IS

The ARGUMENT.

TZe Propofition. The Invocation. The Exifience
of a God demonflrated from the Marks of Wif-
dom, Choice and Art, which appear in the Vi-
3ible World, and infer an Intelligent and Free
szjé This evinc’d from the Contemplation, .

3L of the Earth, 1. Its Situation. 2. The Co-

/Jeﬁou of its Parts, not to be folv’d by any Hy-

Bpothefis yet producd. 3. Its Stability. 4. Its

B Structure,

4
i
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Structure, or the Order of its Parts. 5. I
Motion Dinrnal and Aunual, or elfé the Mot
on of the Sun in both thofé re[peits. The Canf
of thefe Motions not yet accounted for by an:
Philofopher. 6. Its Outfide or Faces the Bean-
ties and Conventencies of ity its Mountains,
Lakes, and Rivers. 1. The Exiffence of 4
God prov’d from the Marks and Imprefions o
Prudence and Defign, which appear in the Ses
1. Inits Formation. 2. The Proportion of its
Parts in vefpect of the Earthy, 3. Its Situa
tion. 4 The Contexture of its Parts. 5. I
Brackifb or Briny Quality. 6. Its Flux anl

Reflux. :




===10 more of Courts, of Triumphs, or

of Arms,

i No more of Valour’s Force, ot

Beauty’s Charms ;

W)

Tleave unfung, the Flocks, the am’rous Swain,

)
-

<k

'-.’f{he Pleafures of the Land, and Terrors of the
| Main,

I%Iow Abject, how Ihglorious 'tis to lye

#he Themes of Vulgar Lays, with juft Difdain,z

%

-

‘éroveling in Duft and Darknefs, when on high
Ezmpires immenfe and rolling Worlds of Light
'I%‘o range their Heav'nly Scenes the Mufe invite?

'I_,g:?meditate to Soar above the Skies,

g o Heights unknown, thro’ Waysuntry’d, torife:
3 B2 1
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I would th’ Eternal from his Works affert,

And fing the Wonders of Creating Art.

While I this unexampled Task eflay,

Pafs awful Gulphs, and beat my painful Way,
Celeftial Dove, Divine Affiftance bring,
Suftain me on Thy ftrong extended Wing ;

‘ThatI may reach th’ Almighty’s Sacred Throne,
And make His Caufelefs Pow’r, the Caufe of 4

Things, known.

Thou doft the full Extent of Nature {fee,
And the wide Realms of vaft Immenfity:
Eternal Wifdom Thou doft comprehend,

Rife to her Heights, and to her Depths defcen
The Father’sfecret Counfels Thou can’{t tell,
Who in His Bofom didft for ever dwell:

Thou on the Deep’s dark I'ace, Immortal Do“g
‘Thou, with almighty Energy didft move

e e
RPN
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On the wild Waves, Incumbent did{tdifplay
Thy genial Wings, and hatch primeval Day.
'Order from Thee, from Thee Diftinction came,
‘And all the Beauties of the wondrous Frame:

"Hence flampt on Nature we Perfe&tion find,

Fair as th’1dea in th’Eternal Mind.

% See, thro' this vaft extended Theater

Of Skill Divine what fhining Marks appear:
Cleatmﬂ Pow’r is all around expreft,

sThe God difcover’d, and his Care confeft.
Natme s high Birth her Heav’nly Beauties fhow;
By ev’ry Feature we the Parent know.

f’l‘h ‘expanded Spheres amazing to the Sight,
Magmhcent with Stars and Globes of Light;
§I‘he Glorious Orbs, which Heav'n’sbright Hoft

compofe,

;‘rh’ imprifon’d Sea, that reftlefs ebbs and flows;
F
E B ; The

|
|
|
|
b



6 CREATION Booxl
The fluétuating Fields of liquid Air,
With all the curious Meteors hov’ring there,

And the wide Regions of the Land, proclaim

The Pow'r Divine, that rais’d the mighty Frame, |

What Things foe’er are to an End referr’d,
And in their Motions {till that End regard,
Always the Fitnefs of the Means refpeét,

Thefe as conducive chufe, and thofe rejedt,

et
g g e

N n e o ST

Mutt by a Judgment foreign and unknown

Be guided to their End, or by their own.

For to defign an End, and to purfue ,
‘That End by Means, and have it ftill in View, -
Demands a Confcious, Wife, Refle@ting Caufe,
Which freely moves, and aéts by Reafon’s Laws:
That can Deliberate, Means ele@, and find
Their due Connexion with the Knd defign’d.

| g
And fince theWorld’s wide Frame do’s not include if

A Caufe with fuch Capacities endu'd; L
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‘Bookl. CREATION ,
Some other Caufe o’er Nature muft prefide

W hich gave her Birth, and do’sher Motions guide.
.hnd herebehold the Caufe, which God wename,
The SOHI‘CG of Beings, and the Mind Supreme ;
:'Z':-Whofe perfe@ Wifdom, and whofe prudent Cares

With one Confedrate Voice unnumberd
! Worlds declare.

See how the Earth has gain'd that very Place,

Which of all others in the boundlefs Space

Is moft Convenient, and will beft conduce

‘To the wife Ends requird for Nature’s Ufe, -

You, who the Mind and Caufe Supreme deny,

Nor on his Aid to form the World rely,

éMuﬁ grant, had perfect Wifdom been employ’d

'To find, thro’ all th Interminable Void,

A Seat moft proper, and which beft became

The Earth and Sea, it muft have been the fame.
B4 Now,
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| @
Now, who can this furprizing Fa& conceive,
b

Who this Event Fortuitous believe, ;_
That the Brute Earth unguided fhould embrace i
The only Ufeful, only Proper Place, '

Of all the Millions in the empty Space?

Could ftupid Atomes with impetuous Speed .
By diff’rent Roads and adverfe Ways proceed;
From Regions oppofite begin their Flight,
‘That here they might Rencounter, here Unite!
What Charmscould thefe Terreftrial Vagrants{ee
In this one Point of all Immenfity,

That all th’ enamour’d Troops thould thither flow?
Did they its ufeful Situation know?
And when the Squadrons with a fwift Careeér
Had reach’d thatPoint, why did they fettle there,z
When nothing check’d their flight, but Gulphs|,
of Air? S
Sincc%

]
{ -
).
)y
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Since Epicurus and his Scholars fay

EfI‘hat unobftruéted Matter flies away, %
Ranges the Void, and knows not where to ftay.

]

~ If you, fagacious Sons of Art, pretend

That by their Native Force they did defcend,
And ceas’d to move, when they had gain’d their

3 End; | g
_-'-iThat Native Force till you inlighten’d know,
-jf,:Can its myfterious Spring difclofe, and fhow
How it’s exerted, how it does impel,

Your uninftru@ive Words no Doubt difpel.

We ask you, whence does Motive Vigour flow?
§You fay the Nature of the Thing is {o.

%But how does this relieve th® Enquirer’s Pain?

10r how the dark impulfive Power explain?

The Atomifts, who Skill Mechanic teach,
’ Whoboaft their clearer Sight, and deeper Reach,
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Affert their Atomes took that happy Seat, |
Determin’d thither by their inbred Weight; !
That downward thro’the fpaciousVoid they ftrove!
To that one Point, from all the Parts above. l
Grant this Pofition true, tho’Up and Down

Are to a Space not limited unknown;

But ﬁnée they fay our Earth from MorntoMorn
On its own Axis is oblig’d to turn;

That {fwift Rotation muft difperfe in Air

All Things, which on the rapid Orb appear:
And if no Pow’r that Motion fhould controul,

It muft disjoynt and diflipate the Whole:

’Tis by Experience uncontefted found,

Bodies Orbicular, when whirling round,

Still thake off all Things on their Surface plac’d,

And to a diftance from the Center caft.

If pondrous Atomes are fo much in Love

With this one Point, that all will thither move,
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lee them the Situation they defire;

‘But let us then, ye Sages, next enquire,

#AVhat Caufe of their Cohefion can you find?
| that Propsfupport,what Chains the Fabrick biiic?
'Why do not Beafts that move, or Stones that{ve
Loofe on the Field, thro’ diftant Regions fly:
01 why do Fragments, from a Mountain rent,
éf‘end to the Earth, with fuch a fwift Defcent?
; Thofe who afcribe this one determin’d Courfe '
';Of pondrous Things to Gravitating Force,
ji"illefter us to a Quality occult,
¢To fenfelefs Words, for which while they infult
"?Withjuﬁ Contempt the famous Stagyrite,
{%Their Schools fhould blefs the World with clearer
. Light.
Some, the round Earth’s Cohefion to fecure,
%For that hard Task employ Magnetic Pow’r.
Remark

BT, W TR SRR )
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Remark, fay they, the Globe, with Wonder own

Tts Nature, like the fam’d attraltive Stone.
"This has its Axis, {o th’ Obferver tells,
Meridians, Poles, Aquator, Parallels.
To the Terreftrial Poles by conftant Fate ‘
Th’ Obfequious Poles themielves accommodate.:
And when of this Pofition difpofleft

They move, and ftrive, nor ever will they reft;
Till their lovd Situation they regain,

Where pleas’d they fettle, and unmov’d remain.
And fhould you, fo Experience does decide, |
Into {mall Parts the wondrous Stone divide,
Ten Thoufand of minuteft Size expreis

The fame Propenfion, which the large poffefs.
Hence all the Globe, (’tis faid) we may con:lude
With this prevailing Energy endu’d.

‘That this Attraftive, this furprizing Stone

Has no peculiar Vertue of its own;

Nothing,é
§

[P
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‘Nothing, but what is Common to the Whole,

#To Sides, to Axis, and to either Pole.

" The mighty Magnet from the Center darts
This ftrong, tho’ {ubtile Force, thro’ all the Parts:
f;lts aftive Rays ejaculated thence,

1‘;Irradiate all the wide Circumference.

:While ev’ry Part is in Proportion bleft,

‘And of its due attra&ive Pow’r pofleft;

. While adverfe ways the adverfe Atomes draw

? Withthe fame ftrength, by Nature’s conftant Law
’f Ballanc’d and fixt, they can no longer move;

: Thro” Gulphs immenfe no more unguided rove.
If Cords are pull'd two adverfe Ways, we find
i 2 The more we draw them, they the fafter bind.

§So when with equal Vigour Nature ftrains,

Tius way and that, thefe fine Mechanic Chuns,

3
i They
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They fix the Earth, they Part to Part unite,
Preferve their Structure, and preventtheir Fli ght.é
Preflure, they fay, and Weight we muft difown,;
As Things Occult, by no Idea’s known, |
And on the Earth’s Magnetic Pow’r depend

To fix its Seat, its Union to defend.

Let us this fam’d Hypothefis furvey,
And with attentive Thought remark the Way,
How Earth’s attractive Parts their Force difplay.
The Mafs, ’tis faid, from its wide Bofom pours
Torrents ;)f Atomes, and Eternal Show'rs
Of fine Magnetic Darts, of Matter made
So fubtile, Marble they with Eafe pervade:
Refin’d, and (next to Incorporeal) thin,
Not by Anfinian Glafles to be feen.
Thefe Emanations take their conftant Flight
Swift from the Earth, as fromthe Sun the Light:

To
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To a determin’d Diftance they afcend,
:ﬁndthere infle& theirCourfe,and downward tend.

s
f
5
¥

" What can infult unequal Reafon more,
Than this Magnetic, this Myfterious Pow’s?
‘That Cords and Chains beyond Conception{mall,

Should gird and bind fo faft this mighty Ball:
"That ative Rays fhould {pring from ev’ry Part,
And, tho’ fo fubtile, fhould fuch Force exert!
'i'hat the Light Legions fhould be fent abroad,
Range all the Air, and traverfe ev’rf Road:

To ftated Limits thould Excurfions make,
-Then backward of themfelves their Journey take:
§hould in their Way to folid Bodies cling,

énd home to Earth the Captive Matter bring:
\?Jhere all things, on itsSurfacef{pread, arebound

By their Coercive Vigour to the Ground!

Can

b G U2 Sl
BOED L) g ol Yol e SRS s
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Can this be done without a Guide Divine?

Should we to this Hypotheﬁs incline,

N et - g 474 P

Say, does not here confpmuous W1fdomﬂ11ne? :

.t ym——

Who can enough Magnetic Force admire?
Does it not Counfel and Defign require
To give the Earth this wond’rous Energy,
In fuch a Meafure, fuch a juft Degree,

That it thould ftill perform its deftin’d Task,
As Nature’s Ends and various Ufes ask?

For fhould our Globe have had a greater Share
Of this ftrong Force, by which the Parts cohére;
Things had beenbound by fucha pow’rful Chain,
That All would fix'd and motionlefs remain.
All Men, like Statues, on the Earth would ftand,
Nor would they move the Foot,or ftretch th eHand,
Birds would not range the Skies, nor Beafts the

Woods,

Nor could the Fith divide the ftiffen’d Floods.
Again,
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;.Agun, had this {trange Energy been lefs,

PDefed had been as fatal as Excefs.

Fm want of Cement firong enough to bind
'The Stru&ure faft, huge Ribs of Rock dJSJom’d
‘Wlthout an Earthquake, fr om their Bafe would
ftart,

ﬁnd Hills unhihg’d from their deep Rootsdepart.
TAnd while our Orb perform’d its daily Race,
"All Beings found upon its ample Face

jV ould, by that Motion diflipated, fly

‘-Whul’d from the Globe, and {catter thro’ theSky
They muft Obedient to Mechanic Laws
Aﬂ“emble, where the {ftronger Magnet draws;
-thether the Sun that {tronger Magnet proves,

%)r el fe fome Planet’s Orb, that nearer moves.

i Who can unfold the Caufe that does recall
ggvlagnetic Rays, and make them backward fall?
b ’
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If thefe Effluvia, which do upward tend,

Becaufe lefs heavy than the Air, afcend;
Why.do they ever from their Height retreat,

And why return to feek their Central Seat?
From the fame Caufe, ye Sons of Art, declare

Can they by turns defeend, and rife in Air?
Prodigious ’tis, that one attractive Ray

ghould thisway bend, the next an adverfe Way,
For fhould th’unfeen Magnetic Jets defcend
All the fame Way, they could not gain their End:
They could not drawand bind the Fabrick faft,
Unlefs alike they evry Part embrac’d.

How does Cartefius all his Sinews ftrain,
How much he labours, and how much in vain,)
The Earth’s Attra&ive Vigour to explain?
This bold Contriver thus his Thoughts conveys

Inceffant Streams of thin Maguetic Rays, -
Git

|
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Guih from their Fountains, with impetuous Force,
In either Pole, then take an adverfe Courfe:

T hofe from the Southern Pole, the Northernfeek ;
The Southern thofe, that from the Northern break:
In either Pole thefe Rays emitted meet

{rSmall Pores provided, for their Figures fit:
%Stﬂl to and fro they Cnculatlng pafs,

Hold all the Frame, and firmly bind the Mafs.
fThus he the Parts of Earth from Flight reftrains,
"And girds it faft by fine Imagin'd Chains

But oh! how dark is human Reafon found,
ﬂow vain the Man, with Wit and Learning
% crown’d ;

#low feeble all his Strength, when he Effays
”“51“0 trace dark Nature, and dete& her Ways,
Unlefs he calls its Author to his Aid,

%\W ho ev'ry fecret Spring of Motion laid ;
C 2 Who
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Who over all his wondrous Works prefides,
And to their Ufeful Ends their Caufes guides?
" Thefe Paths in vain are by Enquirers trod ;

There’s no Philofophy without a God.

Admir'd Cartefius, let the Curious know,
If your Magnetic Atomes always flow
From Pole to Pole, what form’d their double
Source,
What {fpurr’d, what gave them their inflected
Courfe.
Tell, what could drill and perforate the Poles,
And to th’attrattive Rays adapt their Holes?
A Race fo long what prompts them to purfue?
Have the Blind Troops th’Important End in view:
How are they fure they in the Poles fhall meet
Pores of a Figure to their Figure fit?
Are they with fuch Sagacity endu’d

"T'o know, if this their Journey be purfu’d,
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JThey fhall the Earth’s Conftruéture clofely bind,
“And to the Center keep the Parts confin’d.

- Let usreview this whole Magnetic Scheme,
“Till wifer Heads a wifer Model frame.
F or its Formation let fit Atomes ftart,
T o one determin’d Point, from ev’ry Part.
.,,éﬁncount’ring there from Regions oppofite
“They clath, and interrupt each other’s Flight;
And Rendezvoufing with an adverfe Courfe,
Pmduce an equql Poife, by equal Force:
‘ufor while the Parts by Laws Magnetic a&,
fAnd are at once attracted and attrad :
Wlu le match’d in Strength they keep the doubt
ful Field,
-532\nd neither overcome, and neither yield,

F or thefe Contentions in the Balance end,

To happy Purpofe they their Vigour fpend, 2

ﬁ'Whmh muft in liquid Air the Globe fufpend.
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Befides Materials which are Brute and Blind,;
Did not this Work require a Knowing Mind?
Who for the Task fhould fit Detachments chufe-
From all the Atomes, which their Hoft diffufe |
Thro’ the wide Regions of the Boundlefs Space,;
And for their Rendezvous appoint the Place. :
Who fhould command, by his Almighty Nod,
Thefe chofen Troops, unconfcious of the Road,é
And unacquainted with th’ appointed End, ‘
Their Marches to begin, and thither tend ; i
Dire¢t them all to take the neareft Way, '
Whencenone of all th’ unnumber’d Millions ﬁray:é
- Make them advance with fuch an equal Pace,
¥rom all the adverfe Regions of the Space,
That they at once fhould reach the deftin’d Place;
Should mufter there, and round the Center {fwarm

And draw together in a Globous Form.

Gl'ﬂn[::
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" Grant, that by mutual Oppofition made

Of adverfe Parts, their mutual Flight is ftaid;
That thus the whole is in a Balance laid ;

PDoes it not all Mechanic Heads confound,

;;I‘hat Troops of Atomes, from all Parts around,
bf equal Number, and of equal Force,

Should to this fingle Point diret their Coutfe;
‘_S'That fo the Counter-preflure ev’ry way,

f;()f cqual Vigour, might their Motions {tay, g
;‘?\nd by a {fteady Poife, the whole in Quiet lay? 2

2]
1

B

ks

4 Befides, the Structure of the Farth regard:

or Firmnefs how is all its Frame prepar’d? Z
JWith what amazing Skill is the vat Building
rear’d? S
etals and Veins of folid Stone are found

he chief Materials, which the Globe compound.
ee, how the Hills, which high in Air afcend,

atrom Pole to Pole their lofty Lines extend.
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Thefe ftrong unthaken Mounds refift the Shocks

Of Tides and Seas tempeftuous, while the Rocks
That fecret in a long continu’d Vein

Pafs thro’ the Earth, the pondrous Pile {uftain:

Thefe mighty Girders, which the Fabrick bind,
Thefe Ribs robuft and vaft, in Order joyn’d;

Thefe {ubterranean Walls difpos’d with Art,

Such Strength, and fuch Stability impart,

That Storms above, and Earthquakes under
ground

Break not the Pillars, nor the Work confound.

" Give to the Earth a Form Orbicular,

Letit be pois’d, and hungin Ambient Air;
Give 1t the Situation to the Sun

Such as is only fit; when this is done,

- Suppofe it {till remain’d a lazy Heap;

From what we grant you no Advantage reap.

You
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You either muftthe Earth from Reft difturb,
gIOr roll around the Heav’ns the Solar Orb.

Tlfe what a dreadful Face will Nature wear?
gHow horrid will thefe lonefome Seats appear?
Q%This ne’er would {fee one kind refrefhing Ray;
“That would be rain’d, but a different way, g
;Condemn’d toL.ight,and curs’d with endle{sDay.
,A cold Iflandian Defart one would grow,

;One, like Sicilian Furnaces, would glow.

_g
T

That Nature may this fatal Error {hun,

’f’Move, which will pleafe you beft, the Earthor Sun.
J&ut, fay, from what great Builder’s Magazmes
You Il Engines fetch, what ftrong, what vaft
. Machines

M ill you employ to give this Motion Birth,

3And whirle fo fwiftlyround the Sun or lLatrthp
Ve learned Heads, by what Mechanic Laws
Will you of either Orb this Motion caufe?
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Why'do they move? why in a Circle? why
With fuch a Meafure of Velocity?

Say, why the Earth, if not the Farth, the Sun
Does thro’ his winding Road the Zodiack run?
Why do revolving Orbs their T'racks fublime
So conftant keep, that fince the Birth of Time

'They never vary’d their accuftom’d Place,
Nor loft a Minute in {o long a Race?

But hold, perhaps I rudely prefs too far;
You are not verft in Reas’ning fo fevere.
'To a firft Queftion your Reply’s at hand ;
Ask but a fecond, and you {peechlefs ftand.
You {wim a-top, and on the Surface ftrive,
But to the Depths of Nature never dive:
For if you did, inflru@ed yow’d explore

Divine Contrivance, and a God adore.

Ye
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Ye Sons of Art, one curious Piece devife,

F rom whofe Conftruéture Motion fhall arife.
Machmes, to all Philofophers tis known,
'Move by a Foreign Impulfe, not their own.
;Then let Gaffendus chufe what Frame he pleafe,

;By which to turn the Heav’nly Orbs with Eafe;
H‘ hofe Orbs muft reft, till by th’ exerted Force
Of fome firft Mover they begin their Courfe:.
EMeer Difpofition, meer Mechanic Art,

3'Can never Motion to the Globes impart:

And if they could, the Marks of wife Defigi

*In that Contrivance would confpicuous fhine.
gThefe Queftions {till recur, we ftill demand,
%\Vhatmoves them firft, and putsthemoffat Hand ;
Z%What makes them thisone way their Race direét,
%While they a thoufand other ways reject?

E;Why do they never once their Courfe infleét?

Why

I ——
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Why do they roll with fuch an equal Pace,
And to a Moment ftill perform their Race?
Why Earth ar Sun Diurnal Stages keep?

In {piral Tracks why thro’ the Zodiack creep?
Who can account for this, unlefs they fay
Thefe Orbs th’ eternal Mind’s Command obey,
Who bad them move, did all their Motions guide,
To each its deftin’d Province did divide;
Which to compleat he gave them Motive Pow,
That fhall, as long as he does Will, endure? |

Thus we the Frame of Nature have expreft;
Now view the Earth in finifh’d Beauty dreft:

The various Scenes,which various Charms difplay,

Yoy

i
Thro’ all th’ cxtended Theater furvey.

.See how fublime th’ uplifted Mountains rife,

And with their pointed Heads invade the Skies
Hov
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How the high Cliffs their craggy Arms extend,
'Dxﬁmguﬂh States, and fever’d Realms defend ;
How ambient Shores confine the reftlefs Deep,
And in their ancient Bounds the Biflows keep;
The hollow Vales their {miling Pride unfold ;
-tht rich Abundance do their Bofoms hold?
’Begnd their lovely Verdure, ravifh’d view

?I‘he {pringing Flow’rs of various Scentand Hue.
iNot Eaftern Monarchs, on their Nuptial Day,
In dazling Gold and Purple fhine o gay

f}xs the bright Natives of th’ unlabour'd Field,
"'anvezﬁ in Spinning, and in Looms unskill’d.
15ee, how the rip’ning Fruits the Gardens crow,
flmblbe the Sun, and make his Light their own:
Sce the fiweet Brooks in Silver Mazes Creep,
Enrich the Meadows, and fupply the Deep;

W hile from their weepingUrns theFountains flow,
:%And Vital Moifture, where they pafs, beftow.

<
.8
il

1

g Admire

-3
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Admirethe narrow Stream, and {preading Lake,'
The proud afpiring Grove, and humble Brake:
| How do the Forefts and the Woods delight?
How the fweet Glades and Openings charm
Sight? "
Obferve the pleafant Lawn, and airy Plain,
The fertile Furrows rich with various Grain;
How ufeful all? how all confpire to grace

Th’ extended Earth, and beautifie her Face? -

Now, {ee, with how much Art the Partsare made.}!
With how much Wifdom are the Straz4 laid, -
Of different Weight, and of a different Kind,
Of fundry Forms, for fundry Ends defign’d? ;
Here in their Beds the finifh’d Minerals reft,
There the rich Wombsthe Seeds of Gold digel‘.i
Here in fit Moﬁlds, to Indian Nations known,
Are caft the feveral Kinds of precious Stone;

T
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The Diamond here, by mighty Monarchs worn,
fﬁ'air, as the Star that beautifies the Morn;

énd’ {plendid by the Sun’s embody’d Ray,

The Rubies there their Crimfon Light difplay.
:El"‘here Marble’s various colour’d Veinsarefpread ;
iﬂere of Bitumen unétious Stores are bred,
-What Skill on all its Surface is beftow’d,

;f_l‘o make the Farth for Man a fit Abode?

:l“he upper Moulds, with aftive Spirits ftor’d,
And rich in verdant Progeny, afford

‘The flow’ry Pafture; and the thady Wood,

To Men their Phyfick, and to Beafts their Food.

Proceed yet farther, and a Profpe& take

OF the fiwift Stream, and of the ftanding Lake,
sz‘hd not the Deep been form’d, that might contain
All the Colle&cd Treafures of the Main,
‘TheFarthhad fhll o’erwhelm’d with Water ﬁood,
To Man an uninhabitable Flood.
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Yet hiad not Part as kindly ftaid behind, 'r
In the wide Cifterns of the Lakes confin’d, §
Did not the Springs and Rivers drench the Land,
Our Globe would grow a Wildernefs of Sand;
The Plantsand Groves, the tame and favage Beaft,
And Man, their Lord, would die with Droughti
opprett.
- Now, as you fee, the floating Klement
Part loofe in Streams, part in the Ocean pent, |
.So wifely is difpos’d, as may conduce
To Man’s Delight, or neceflary Ule.
See how the Mountains in the midit divide ;
"The nobleft Regions, that from either fide
"The Streams, which to the Hills their Currents,!
|
May ev’ry way along the Vally flow, S

And verdant Wealth on all the Soil beftow.
So
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‘So Atlas, and the Mountains of the Moon,
Ehom North to South in lofty Ridges run
Thro Africk Realms, whence falling Waters lave
‘,,A_-_:'I‘h’ inferior Regions with a winding Wave.
'-'-They various Rivers give to various Soil,

Nzger to Guinea, and to Egypt Nile.

So from the tow’ting Alps, on different Sides,
'?':j)iffolving Snows defcend in num’rous Tides,
;‘%Which in the Vale beneath their Parties joyn

.r:il" o form the Rhone, the Danube, and the Rbine.
"So Cancafies, alpiring Taunrus fo,

sznd fam’d Imans, ever white with Snow, -
Thm Eaftern Climes their lofty Lines extend,
AAnd this and that way ample Currents fend :

thoufand Rivers make their crooked Way,

'And difembogue their Floods into the Sea;

W hence fhould they ne’er by fecret Roadsretire,

%ndto the Hills, from whence they came, afpire;
F D 'They
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They by their conftant Streams would fo encreafeg
The watry Stores, and raife {o high the Seas, l
That the wide Hollow would not long containf
‘Th’unequal Treafures of the {welling Main : ‘

Scorning the Mounds which now its Tide With-;i
{tand, ‘

The Sea would pafs the Shores, and drown th
Land.

"Tell, by what Paths, what fubterranean Ways,

Back to the Fountain’s Head the Seaconveys

‘The refluent Rivers, and the Land repays.
Tell, what fuperior, what controuling Caufe
Makes Waters in contempt of Nature’s Laws,
Climb up,and gain th’afpiring Mountains heigh
Swift and forgetful of their Native Weight.
What hapﬁy Works, what Enginesunder Groun

What Inftruments of curious Art are found,

Whi
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Which muft with everlafting Labour play,
Back to their Springs the Rivers to convey, %
And keep their Correfpondence with the Sea?

Perhaps you’ll fay, their Streams the Rivers owe
In part to Rain, in part to melting Snow;
And that th’attrafted watry Vapours rife
From Lakes and Seas, and fillthe lower Skies:
Thefe when condens’d the airy Region pours
On the dry Earth in Rain, or gentle Showss.
Th’ infinuating Drops fink thro’the Sand,
And pals the porous Strainers of the Liand;
‘Which frefh Supplies of Watry Riches bring
To ev’ry River’s Head, to each exhaufted Spring,.
%The Streams are thus, their Lofles to repair,
%Back to their Source tranfmitted thro’ the Air.
;;"I‘he Waters ftill their circling Courfe maintain,
iFlow down in Rivers, and return in Rain.
| D2 And
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And on the Soil with Heat immoderate dry’d, f

. . !
To which the Rain’s pure Treafures are deny'd, |-

- —

3

The Mountains more fublime in Etker rife,
Transfix the Clouds, and tow’r amidit the Skies:

e -

The fnowy Fleeces, which their Heads involve,
Still ftay in part, and ftill in part diffolve.
"Torrents and loud impetuous Cataracts |
Thro?Roadsabrupt, and rude unfathion’d Trads|

MLl L AL

Roll down the lofty Mountains channell’d fides,
And to the Vale convey their foaming Tides. |
At length, to make their various Currents oney
The Congregated Floods together run. |
Thefe Confluent Streams make fome great Rij
ver’s Head, '
By Stores ftill melting and defcending fed.
Thus from th alpiring Mountains of the Moon

Diffolving Treafures rufh in Torrents down;

Which!r
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%EWhich pafs the Sun-burnt Realms and fandy Soil,
{And blefs th’ Egypsian Nation with their Nile:
J hen whofoe’er his fecret Rife would know,
%uﬁ climb the Hills, and trace his Head in Snow.
%And tho’ the Rhine, the Danube and the Rhone,

Il ample Rivers of our milder Zone,

hile they advance along the Flats and Plains,

ence, when the Snowsin Winter ceafe to weep,
nd undiffolv’d their flaky Texture keep,

he Banks with eafe their humble Streams con-
‘ tain,

'hich {wellih Summer, and thofe Banks difdain,
A b’ Impreflions of Confummate Art appear ?

D 3 In
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In ev’ry fpacious Realm a rifing Ground,
Obfervers tell, is in the Middle found ;
That all the Streams, which flow from either fide,|
May thro’the Galleys unobftruted glide. |

|
E
|
|

What various Kingdoms does the Danube lave, |
Before the Euxine Sea receives its Wave?

How many Nations of the Sun-burnt Soil

Does Niger blefs? how many drink the Nzle 2

Thro’ what vaft Regions near the rifing Sun |
Does Indus, Ganges, and Hydafpes run? ?
Whathappy Empires, wide Exphrates, team,
And pregnant grow by thy prolifick Stream? .
fHow many {pacious Countries does the sz‘ne,‘ij
In winding Banks, and Mazes f{erpentine, |
Traverfe, before he fplits in Belgia’s Plain, |
And loft in Sand creeps to the German Main’

Floods which thro’ Iudian Realms their Cout

purfue,

That Mexico envich, and wafh Pers,
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“With their unwearied Streams yet farther pafs,
f’Before they reach the Sea, and end their Race,

And fince the Rivers and the Floods demand,
‘;F or their Defcent, a prone and finking Land,

%)oes not this due Declivity declare
‘fA wife Director’s providential Care?’
4

e

S5

LT

§ See, how the Streams.advancing to the Main
Thro crooked Channels draw their Chryftal
i Train,

‘While lingring thus they in Meanders glide,
;"They {catter verdant Life on either fide.

éThe Valleys fmile, and with their flowry Face
And wealthy Births confefs the Floods embrace.
éBut this great Blefling would in part be loft,
£§Nor would the Meads their blooming Plenty boaft,
iDid uncheck’d Rivers draw their fluid Train

gln Lines direct, and rapid feek the Main.

‘ D . The
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The Sea does next demand our View ; and there
No lefs the Marks of perfect Skill appear.
‘When firft the %tomes to the Congrefs came,
And by their Concourfe form’d the mighty Frame,
What did the Liguid to th’ Affembly call,

"To give their Aid to form the pol'nd’rous Bali?
Firft, tell us, why did any come? next, why
In fuch a difproportion to the Dry?

Why were the Moift in Namber {o outdone,
‘That to a Thoufand Dry, they are but one?
When they united, and together clung,
When undiftinguifh’d in one Heap they hung,
How was the Union broke, the Knot unty’d,
What did th"entang]ed Elements divide?
Why did the Moift disjoyn’d, without refpect
'To their lefs Weight, the loweft Seat elect?
Could they difpenfe to lye below the Land,
With Nature’s Law, and unrepeal’d Command;

Which
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Which gives tolighter Things the greateftheight,
And Seats Inferior to Superior Weight?
% Did they forefee, uhlefs they lay fo low,
The reftlefs Flood the Land Woﬁld overflow, é
} By which the Delug’d Earth would ufelefs grow?
What, but a Confcious Agent, could provide
fThe fpacious Hollow, where the Waves refide’
Where barr’d with Rock, and fenc’d with Hills,
 the Deep
- Doesin its Womb the Floating Treafures keep;
- And all the raging Regiments reftrain
In ftated Limits, that the fwelling Main
May not in Triumph o’er the Frontier 11de,
;And thro’ the Liand licentious fpread its Tide?
%What other Caufe the Frame could {o conirive,
“That when tempeftuous Winds the Ocean drive,
They cannot break the Tye, nor difunite
The Waves, whichroll Conneéedin their flight?
Their
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Their Bands, tho’ flack, no Diffolution fear, |
Th’ unfever’d Parts the greateft Preflure bear,

Tho’ loofe, and fit to flow, they {lill cohere.

This apt, this wife Contexture of the Sea,
Makes it the Ships driv’n by the Winds obey; |
Whence hardy Merchants Sail fromShoar to Shoar,%

Bring India’s Spices Home, and Guinea’s Oar.

:
i
;

When you with Liquid Stores have All'd the
Deep, E
What does the Flood from Putrefaétion keep: i

}
i

Should it lye Stagnant in its ample Seat, %
"The Sun would thro’ it fpread Deftruttive Heat.

|
f
|

The Wife Contriver on his End intent,

Careful this fatal Error to prevent,

And keep the Waters from Cofruption free,

Mixt them with Salt, and Seafon’d all the Sea. |
1

Wha
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What other Caufe could this Effed produce?
The Brackifh Tin&ure thro’ the Main diffufe?
ﬁY ou, who to Solar Beams this Task affign,

V“To fcald the Waves, and turn the T'ide to Brine,
gReﬂe& that all the Fluid Stores which {leep
len the remoteft Caverns of the Deep,

‘Have of the Bri iny Force a greater Share,

.‘%,{Than thofe above, that meet the Ambient Air.
;%Others, but oh how much in vain! ere@
%Mountains of Salt, the Ocean to infe&.

"‘!Who, vers'd in Nature, can defcribe the Land,

éOr fix the Place on which thofe Mountains ftand 2
*3Why have thofe Rocks fo long unwafted ftood,
A51nce, lavifh of their Stock, theythro’ the Flood,
3Have, Ages paft, their melting Chryftal fpread,
§ And with their Spoils the Liquid Regions fed?

oo
1,.54
<

Yet
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Yet more, the Wife Céntriv‘er did provide,
To keep the Sea from ftagnating the Tide;
Which now we fee advance, and now fubfide.
If you exclude this great Direéting Mind,
Declare what Caufe of this Effeét you find..
You who this Globe round its own Axis drive,
From that Rotation this Event derive:

You fay, the Sea, which with unequal pace,
Attends the Farth in this its rapid Race,

Does with its Waves fall backward to the Wet,
And thence repell’d, advances to the Faft:
While this revolving Motion does indure,

The Deep muft reel, and rufh from Shoar to Shoar.
“Thus to the Setting, and the rifing Sun,
Alternate Tidesin ftated Order run.

Th’ Experiments you bring us, to explain

This Notion, are impertinent and vain.

A
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(,;’An Orb or Ball round its own Axis whirl;

will not the Motion to a diftance hurl

Whatever Duft or Sand you on it place,
nd Drops of Water from its Convex Face?
if this Rotation does the Seas affet,
{The rapid Motion rather would ejeét
he Stores, the low Capacious Caves contain,
éAnd from its ample Bafin caft the Main;
%f:;;}&lofc in Air would make the Ocean fly,
jAnd dafh its {fcatter’d Waves againft the Sky.
E If you, to folve th® Appearance, have recourfe
:!Fo the bright Sun’s, or Moon’s impulfive Force;
Po you, who call for Demonftration, tell
S;OW diftant Orbs th’ Obedient Flood impel.

his {trong M) {terious Influence explain,

? ywhmh tofwell the Waves, they prefs the Main.

But
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[

But if you chufe Magnetic Pow’r, and fay
-Thofe Bedies by Attraction move the Sea s

0P UUSS EE E U

Till withinew Light you make thisSecretknow,

And tell us how ’tis by Attraétion done, |
You leave the Mind in Darknefs ill involv’,
Nor have you, like Philofophers, refolv’d
The Doubts, which we to Reas’ning Men refer.;v

But with a Cant of Words abufe the Ear.

Thofe, who affert the Lunar Orb prefides :
O’er Humid Bodies, and the Ocean guides:

Whofe Waves obfequious ebb, or {welling run%
With the declining or increafing Moon ; |

|

With Reafon feem her Empire to maintain,
As Miftrefs of the Rivers and the Main.

Perhaps her altive Influences canfe

Th’ alternate Flood, and give the Billow Lawj

"
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The Waters feem her Orders to obey,

And ebb and flow, determin’d by her Sway.

% Grant that the Deep this foreign Sovereign
ownsS,

‘;'“hat mov’d by her it this and that way runs.
é?ay, by what Force the makes the Ocean {well,
oes fhe attrat the Waters, or impell?

How does fhe rule the rolling Waves, and guide
By fixt and conftant Laws, the reftlefs Tide?
_Why does fhe dart her Force to that degree,

:,As gives fo juft a Motion to the Sea,

:That it thould flow no more, no more retire,
:'Than Nature’s various ufeful Ends require?

gA Mind Supream you therefore muft approve,
:hofe high Command caus’dMatter firft to move -
ho fHill preferves its Courfe, and with refpect
0 his wife Ends, all Motions does dire&.

He
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He to the Silver Moon this Province gave, |

And fixt her Empire o’er the Briny Wave:
Endu’d her with fuch juft Decrees of Pow’r,

1ot ey by -

As might his Aims and wife Defigns procure;
Might agitate and work the troubled Deep,
And roiling Waters from Corruption keep;
But notimpell them o’er their Bounds of Sand,

Nor force the wafiful Deluge o’er the Land.

CREA



