Website Report

AP Central - http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
This website was developed by the College Board to provide administrators, teachers, students and parents with information about the AP program.  In the past decade, the College Board has made an increased effort to service these interested groups by way of the web.  Previously, printed materials were available to AP Workshop participants or for a fee in the mail.  Many of these documents are now available though this website.

The opening page of AP Central presents the viewer with many options.  It is best to register or log in first.  This step will allow you access to many features on the site.  Of primary importance is the AP Course description, sometimes called the Acorn Book. I review this book each school year.  Changes in the course description and the test are highlighted in gray.  Over the last few years the AP Chemistry Test has changed considerably.  It is helpful to stay informed so that your students will hopefully have one less surprise on AP Test Day!

A second page on this site provides an exhaustive statistical analysis of the AP Test results for all students in all exams.  This is helpful when explaining to your administrator that a pass rate of 75% is well above the national average of 67%!

Another important page provides past AP exams and the grading standards used.   Free response tests from 1999 to 2003 are currently available to teachers.  Three former multiple choice question sets and the answers are also available.   I have found that by reading as many grading standards as I can find, I can a better idea how my students will be evaluated.  

A recently new program is the Pre-AP Program sponsored by the College Board.  Information about the resources available to teachers is available here.

Students and parents are encouraged to use this site for information about AP Courses, AP Exams as well as SAT and SAT II tests.  I have my AP students visit this site in September. I refer to this site on Back to School Night when I meet most of the parents. 

The “Resources” page of this site provides specific help based upon a profile you may choose to supply.  I asked for websites in specific topic areas and have chosen two from the list to supplement this report.

Flinn Scientific Website - http://www.flinnsci.com/

As a teacher, I have come to value everything that I have ever received from Flinn Scientific.  I use the yearly catalogue as a reference for laboratory safety and for chemical disposal and storage issues.  The periodic “Flinn Fax Sheets” provide me with new and exciting demonstrations for my students.  I am on the Flinn listserve and get periodic lab safety updates from the company.  

The website has a lively opening page with many choices for the viewer.  Selecting “Chemistry” from the main page brings you to a site listing choices of Demonstrations, MSDS Collection, Mole Day Ideas, Grant Application Assistance and Chemistry Products.  I chose the “Demonstration” page and was quickly presented with six different options.  Each demonstration listed the theory behind the demo, the reagents used, the safety required and the procedure to follow.  This is not a forum to sell Flinn products.  One demonstration was designed to exhibit the fluorescence of ordinary tonic water when exposed to uv light.  Mole Day ideas are listed and referenced to the individual teachers who supplied the ideas.  The MSDS reference area contained a large number of reagents and was very easy to use.  I will probably have my students consult this portion of the site to obtain their reagent information for lab experiments.

By selecting “Safety”, you arrive at a page listing several choices involving general lab safety, biology or chemistry safety as well as goggle safety.  The “Cow Eye” safety demonstration is provided at this location.

Flinn is also known for its “Flinn Freebies”.  If you have ever placed an order with them, you will get an envelop with a few Flinn Fax Sheets.  On the website is a “Freebies” page.  Accessing that page provides you with a list of materials that the company will provide for free.  At this location, you can choose to be on the Safety listserve.  A “Student Teacher’s Survival Guide” is also available for free.  Request a copy of their latest catalogue/reference guide and you will automatically receive yearly updates.

By choosing the “Science Teacher Sites” part of this site, you can access some other reference sites by subject area.  A list of each site, with a link and a brief description of what the site contains and the organization responsible for it is also provided.

General Chemistry Help Homepage - http://chemed.chem.purdue.edu/genchem/index.html
Purdue University has designed this resource for its Chemistry students. The Homepage lists many different categories to choose from.  I started my review with the “Topic Review” page.  From this area I chose “Measurements” and was rapidly transferred to a new page.  Options under this topic include different systems of measurements, unit-to-unit conversion problems, significant figures, scientific notation and errors.  Each subtopic is presented in a easy to understand format.  Solved problems assist the learner each step of the way.

I chose a second topic, Kinetics, to compare the content.  This page was also a complete review of each area of study in introductory kinetics.  I was especially pleased to see that in the collision theory of this reference, the SN2 reaction of CH3Br and OH- was used as an example of the need for proper orientation in a successful reaction.

Choosing “Lab Experiments” from the home page took me to a page with an option for an Excel tutor.  The information provided enabled the reader to prepare a data chart in Excel, make a graph and plot a best fit line.  This tutorial was easy to follow.  Other information at this page includes laboratory techniques and safety.

A lecture Demonstration Series gives full instructions for many demonstrations by topic areas.  In the Problem Solving section of this site, the reader may choose a specific type of problem.  Once selected, a problem is displayed with strategies to assist the reader in solving the problem.  Once the reader solves a specific problem, he or she can click to see the correct answer.

A special “Beginners Page” lists topic links in the order that they will be introduced in class.  By clicking on the “Gas Laws” link, I was able to go to a tutorial on that topic complete with diagrams and problems.  Previous tests and answers are provided for the student.

A final category is a rather large list of movies and clips by topic.  I reviewed a quick time clip on mixtures.  I could not maximize the display but a student viewing on an individual computer could easily see the concept.

This website is an excellent, comprehensive resource.  It is easy to navigate and contains information specific to any introductory chemistry course.

