SERIOUS FAULTS I
THE BOARD OF HEALTH

cost ten times as much as 1t doss under
the new system. 3

ur quarantine system Is,0f course, a
bl subject. It is complicated by the
four jurlsdictions. It is needlessiy io:
trica on of traditional, out:
grown methods that_ are capable of

stitation and Bad Methods.

So Says Dr. Henry Lefimann in
an Interesting Interview.

A Recital of Some of the Antique

1t Is Suferins From a Worn-ont Con-|»

Practices Which Date Back to
the Beginning of the Century.
The Quarantine Question,

“The Philadelphia Board of Health is
saflering from a faulty constitution and
antique methods of business,” was

of Professor Henry
in ao interview last evening. It is not
the fault of the individuals of the board,
against whem I have nothing at all, but
the system nesds remodeling.”

‘The dactor procoeded to particularize
vigorously. 1lesaid: “A single ono of
a bundred nstances will serve to dem.
onstrate the methods of the board.
That single Instance is that they havea
daily messenger service of thelf own bo-
twen the office in City Hall and the
Lazaretto Station at Tinleum Island.
"Tho reasons that existed away back in
1818 for this messenger service, when
Tinicum Island was nowhare near @
postoffice and had no telegraph or tele-
phone connectlons, have been entirely
removed in this age, when there is a
postoffice within pistol shot and com-
plote telegraph and telephone connec—
tions.

N

R the special
service is continued in order to convey
all official documents trom the office to
‘Finicum,and fron Tinlcum to the office,

noon by their special messenger.
messenger’s trips must cost two rallrcad
fares a day or eise roquires & pass, which
is a very obnoxious thing in a public
ofica. There.is no reason in the warld
‘why such a methad should exist to-day,
but they keep it up and it Is one of those
very small matters that serve to show
how they are tied down to traditions.
ANOTHER USELESS METHOD.
“For another instance, they require
the Quarantine office to make a report
ell as the Lazaretto Physician.
They never read it. They have no use
for it becanse it covers exactly the same
grounds as the other reports, and when
it comes up the president says ‘another

atill go through this merely from the
{forcaof old hablt. Itis of no usein the
| Worl
|, “For another instance, they give the
captains of vessels twenty-one questions
on a form to answer. He answers them.
They then take this form, filied up and
slgned, from him, and ' give him a
separate certificato showing that he has
answered and sworn to the original
Thers 13 no reason on earth why they
shouldn't give him the original to bring
on up tothe city himselt to prosent to
the Health Officer. Sup may
frequently happeu, a fruit vessel comes
up 'on Saturday. She gets in, unloads
and starts away to sea on the followlng
Monday, and ‘not until the next day
(Tuesdny) do the board receive the forin
of questions the captaln has anawered.
" that timue the vessel is away at sea.
“Now there are a hundred purposeless
intricacies in thelr business Like those I
bave mentioned. ‘They involve detalls,
3ad the labor of sxaouting thom is entire:

Iy 1 have
are merely straws of evidence as to the
wholasystem.

SOME FUNDAMENTAL FAULTS.

Lot us turn to faults that are_more
fundsmental.  The Lazaretto Phy:
cian’s scopo of work oxtends from Mar.
cus Hook to Dristol, and the Board of
Healtl’s business is_properly with the
city, yet it is subject by law to their
orders. Itisacase of inferior powers
controlling superior.

+The physician is a State officer. The
Board of Health sbould properly have
no jurisdiction outside of the city limits.
Thatis tbe State’s business, and the
Board of ealth's position in the matter
isentirely anomalous. Tha Mayor ap-
polnts the members of the board, and
the Governor of the State appolnts the
Lazaretto and Port Physiclans and
Quurantine Master, and yot these Stato
officers are subjectod to the orders of the
Board of Health,

“The Bulitt charter, in my opinion,
madea bad changein the Board of Health
by giving the appointing power into the

ands of one man, the Mayor. It is ot
bacause I have anything fo say agalusi
the present Mayor or the mein 11
the board, bat there isa body tbat has
immense’ powers over tha lives and
property of the peopla. Think of vesi-
ing their appointment in one man, It
should be a mixed body, as it was before,
when_Councils elected ‘some members
and the judges appointed others, It
would be ‘still better if the Councils and
the judges and the Mayor had the
appointing power divided among thom.
Imagine a state of politics, when there
comes a time that every possidle office
13 prostituted to political ends—imagine
tho powers that @ Board of Health has
over the people. Wlers there is one-
'man power thero 13 bound to be more or
less domination In the end. The evil
sy not presont itself Immediately.
The court decided that Mayor Fitler had
the power to remove the president of the
Board of Charitles and Correction, as-
signing simply, ‘good and sufficlent rea-

at_another time, may remove the moat
valuable qember of the Board of Health.

THE HEALTH OFFICER'S POSITION,

“In New York city the Health Officer
is made a memnber ex-officlo of the
Board of Health. That I think is a good
thing. It should beso here. A proper
quarantine service shounld cause very
little inconvenience te commerca. This
idea has been s0 far carried out in their
improved service at New Orleans that
Major Holt refuses to call it quarantine
at "all, because it conveys the idea of
detention, which is the very contrary of
the object. The object s  to facllitate
comunerce and to enable vessels to pro-
ceed as rapidly ss possible. They say
that a vessel is either fit to proceed at
ence orelso that she shall be immedi-
ately made fit to proceed, and they have
reduced the cost and delays to their
commerce to 3 minimun.

“Last summer, in the cholera scare,
the Board of Health requested the gov-
ernment to establish quarautine at the
Breakwater. It was simply a confes-
slon of weaknees on their own part. It
meant that Tinleum was not the proper
place, but as they had 'Emvionl]y com-
mitted tbemselves fo Tinicum in the
fight against changing the locatlon they
wore tied down to their pravioas action,
and so turned to the National Govern.
ment to gat help. There is no question
that the Lazareito Station oughtto be
taken away down the river semewhera.

Solve the questio:
would not be satistled to depend on that

COULD BE SELP SUSTAINING.
““This State and city will continue to
exercise local control In some moasure
over the harvor. The three States ought
t0 co-operate and establish the proper
quarantine. *The station could be made
entirely self supporting. In New Or-
leans the State tixes charges on vessel
and whenever those charges result in a
surplus of revenue the New Orlesns
autkorlties are required to make horizon-
tal rodnotion ofthe charges, It-used to

1t is funda-
mentally wrong in the manner’ of con*
tutlng the Board .of Health snd its
rolations with the Health Office and
Port Physician and Lazaretto Physiclan
and Quarantine Master, and it is in-
tolorably bad in respect of the_continu-
ancs of the station at Tinicom Island.
“The Governor, in his message tothe
Leglslature, has made soma wholesome
suggestions about it, and now, m} the
rom
cholera, is_a time that some good
changes will certainly be made.”




