                                                                                                                                                    BIBLE IN TRANSLATION: GENESIS
                                                                                                                                                                                                Spring, 2010

NELC-GH 250 (COMP LIT 380, JWST-255, RELS-224)
THE BIBLE IN TRANSLATION: THE BOOK OF GENESIS
Class hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 4:30-6:00; starting March 16 the hours will be 4:30-6:30 

Classroom: 167-8 McNeil (3718 Locust Walk) 

Instructor: J. Tigay, 712 Williams Hall

Tel. 215-898-6339

E-mail jtigay@sas.upenn.edu

Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 3:00-4:00 and by appointment

NB There will be no classes on March 30 or April 6. make-up classes will be scheduled instead of those dates. 


This course is a careful textual study of the book of Gene​sis in the light of modern scholarship, including archaeology, ancient Near Eastern documents, and literary criticism. Topics covered will include the Biblical accounts of the origins of the physical world and living things, of the human race, and of the Israelite people.  Episodes such as the Garden of Eden, the sin of Adam and Eve, Cain's murder of Abel, Noah and the Flood, the Tower of Babel, God's call to Abraham, Abraham's near-sacrifice of Isaac, Jacob and his family, and Joseph in Egypt, will be studied in depth, and the impact of Genesis on Judaism and Christianity, Western civilization and American culture will be explored.

1. The format of the course will be lecture and discussion based on the assignments, with emphasis on the discussion. Doing the readings in advance of class is required, except for the first class. The readings vary widely in length, which will require   you to plan your time   accordingly. 

2. Laptops and other electronic devices may not be used in class. Cell-phones must be turned off.   

     
This course does not presuppose any knowledge of Hebrew. Some comments in the readings do refer to Hebrew terms.  You will be expected to learn a few important terms, but you will not be responsible for anything else that requires knowledge of the language.  I'll be happy to discuss such issues in greater detail after class with students who do know Hebrew. 


3. The following written preparation is required for each class: (1) a summary, in two to five sentences, of each chapter in Genesis assigned for that period, and a paragraph summarizing the entire unit of Genesis assigned for that period; (2) a paragraph summarizing the main points of the readings assigned for that period; and (3) identification of at least one point in the text, the readings, or in Sarna's commen​tary, that you found interesting or puzzling and would like to have discussed in class. In class you will be called upon to report on these items.  

     
4. There will be organized tour of the University Museum on a date and time to be determined (it can't take place during our class hours). 

5. There will be two papers and a final exam. 
a. The first paper, of 5-10 pages, is to discuss either (a) how some object or text discovered by archaeologists, or some other type of cultural or literary parallel, enhances our understanding of something in Genesis, or (b) how some aspect of the book is illuminated by the methods of literary analysis. 
Timetable:

Now through Feb. 4: meet with me to discuss topic 

Feb. 16: Prospectus due 

March 4: Paper due (no extensions). 

b. The second paper is to describe and discuss how some theme from Genesis is treated or reflected in postbiblical Judaism or Christianity, Western civilization, or American history and culture.  The second paper will be presented orally in class (up to ten minutes) and handed in simultaneously in writing (up to four pages in length). The oral presentations will begin on March 16. From that point on, class will go until 6:30. If it proves impossible to find dates for all the oral reports during regularly scheduled class periods, we will schedule extra periods, which all students will expected to attend. 
Timetable:

Now through January 28: Sign up for date of report (on website, “Assignments”).

Feb. 23: start meeting with me to discuss topic (requests for earlier meetings are welcome)

March 2: prospectuses start coming due, depending on date of report

March 16: Oral presentations begin  
For writing these papers and oral reports you should read and carefully follow the instructions in both of the following documents on the Blackboard website for this course: (1) "General Guide for Research Papers" and (2) "Instructions for papers on Genesis." 

Textbooks
N.M. Sarna, Genesis (a commentary; referred to below as Sarna).
NELC-GH 255/COMP LIT 380:  THE BIBLE IN TRANSLATION: THE BOOK OF GENESIS (a course book from Campus Copy, 3907 Walnut Street. Referred to below as READINGS)

Other abbreviations used in the syllabus
JANES = Judaica and Ancient Near East Seminar room, 401 Van Pelt Library

ANET = J.B. Pritchard, ed. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament, in JANES, 

call nos. 216 P935 and BS1180 .P83 1969           

ANEP = J.B. Pritchard, The Ancient Near East in Pictures Relating to the Old Testament, in 

JANES, call.  no.  DS/56/P7/1969

EJ = Encyclopaedia Judaica in JANES and Ref, call no.  DS/102.8/E52 and E53

Macmillan = The Macmillan Bible Atlas in JANES G2230 .A2 1993
Ref = Reference Room, Van Pelt Library

Assignments

Every  session  will be based on reading in the text  of  Genesis which  is to be read in Sarna,  along  with  Sarna's commentary (including the Excursuses), and any additional  as​signments in READINGS or in the library. Bring Sarna and READINGS to each class.

Some information and assignments for this course are found on the Blackboard website for this course (referred to below as WEBSITE). This course is listed there as NELC 250. I’m not sure if it is also listed  under the numbers for COMP LIT, JWST, or RELS, so you may have to use that number no matter which number you registered under). Choose "Course Documents," and then the appropriate reading. 

Assignments (there may be a few changes):

Jan. 14  INTRODUCTION

· Background   reading:  Sarna, pp. xiii-xviii and also his article "Genesis," in EJ  Vol. 7, columns 386-398. Note the subtle difference between the attitudes he expresses about the Documentary Hypothesis in his commentary (pp. xvii-xviii) and his earlier article in EJ (cols. 389-90). (For biographical information about Sarna see WEBSITE.)
· Israelite Chronology (WEBSITE)
· The King James version, page 1, with Ussher's chronology (WEBSITE) 
Jan. 19, 21  THE CREATION OF THE WORLD

· Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary;  map on p. xxx; in his Glossary look up the terms Akkadian, Aramaic, Sumerian, and Ugaritic 

· Selections from Enuma Elish, the Babylonian Creation Epic (in READINGS)

· "Anu inseminated heaven" (WEBSITE)
· Tigay, "The  Image of God and the Flood," part  1, pp. 170-74 (in READINGS)          

· Tigay, "Genesis,  Science,  and  'Scientific Creationism'" (in READINGS)

· Selections from Midrash Exodus Rabbah and Tatian, Oration to the Greeks (in READINGS)

Jan. 26   THE CREATION OF LIVING THINGS

· Genesis 2:4b-25 

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary  

· Tigay,  "Paradise," in EJ,  Vol. 13,  columns  77-82  (in  Ref and JANES)

· The creation of woman according to the story of Pando​ra in the Greek writings of Hesiod: "Theogony," lines 565-612; "Works and Days," lines 47-105 (in READINGS) 

· Macmillan, Map. # 14, "The Rivers of the Garden of Eden" (for orientation to the geography see the maps of the ancient and  modern Middle East,  maps ## 4 and 5).

Jan 28   THE SIN OF ADAM AND EVE

· Genesis 3

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursus 1 

· G. Shaw, "The Fall," in The Oxford Companion to the Bible, p. 223 (in READINGS)

Feb. 2   CAIN AND ABEL AND LATER GENERATIONS

Genesis 4:1-6:4

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary  

Feb 4  THE FLOOD

· Genesis 6:5-9:17

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursuses 2-3 

· T. Frymer-Kensky, "The Atrahasis Epic and its Significance for our Understanding of Genesis 1-9" (in READINGS)

· Tigay,  "The  Image of God and the Flood," part  2, pp. 174-78 (in READINGS)

· The Sumerian Flood Story (WEBSITE) 

· The "Pennsylvania Tablet" of the Gilgamesh Epic (WEBSITE) 
Feb. 9  THE COMPOSITION OF GENESIS 

· Habel,  "Discovering Literary Sources," in LITER​ARY CRITICISM  OF  THE OLD TESTAMENT,  pp.  18-42  (in  READINGS)

· Richard E. Friedman, Color-coded text of Genesis 6-9 (in READINGS)
· Richard E. Friedman, "The World that the Bible Produced" (in READINGS) 
· Review Sarna, "Genesis," in EJ,  Vol. 7,  columns  388-394 and his commentary, p. xviii
· (Interested students will find a dissent from the Documentary hypothesis in U. Cassuto, The Documentary Hypothesis and the Composition of the Pentateuch in JANES, 220.1 C278EA).
Feb. 11  THE ORIGIN OF NATIONS AND THE TOWER OF BABEL

· Genesis 9:18-29 through 11:9

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary  

· Macmillan,  Map. # 15, "The Families  of the Nations in their Lands" 

Feb. 16   THE BEGINNINGS OF ABRAHAM

· Genesis 11:10-32; 12-13; 20

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary  and map on p. xxxi

· "The Patriarchs in Biblical Chronology," in READINGS;  cf. J.  Tigay,  "Genesis,  Science,  and  'Scientific  Creationism'," endnote 12 (in READINGS)

· B.L. Eichler, "On Reading Genesis 12:10-20," in READINGS

Feb. 18  ABRAHAM THE WARRIOR and THE COVENANT BETWEEN THE PIECES

· Genesis 14-15

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursuses 4-9

· Y. Muffs, "Abraham the Noble Warrior," (in READINGS)

· Macmillan, Map. # 45, "The Kings of the North" 

· For the type of royal land-grant treaty mentioned by Sarna in his comment on vv. 9-17 on p. 114, see WEBSITE (reading TBA)  

Feb. 23   THE BIRTH OF ISHMAEL AND THE ANNUNCIATION OF ISAAC 

· Genesis 16-18

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursuses 10-12

· Regarding chapter 16, see “The Hammurapi Stele” (WEBSITE). 
· Selection from the Ugaritic "Aqhatu Legend" (READINGS; the heading says "Canonical Compositions…) 

· S.R. Hirsch, The Pentateuch, comment to Gen. 17:17 in READINGS

Feb 25    SODOM AND GOMORRAH

· Genesis 19

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursus 13

· Macmillan, Map.  # 44, "Abraham and Isaac in the Land of Canaan"  

Mar. 2    THE BIRTH OF ISAAC 

· Genesis 20-21

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursuses 14-15

· Auerbach,  "Odysseus' Scar," from MIMESIS, pp. 1- 20 (in READINGS)

Mar. 4  THE AKEDAH  

· Genesis 22

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursuses 16-18

· R. Scheindlin, "Euripides and the Bible," in READINGS

SPRING BREAK

Mar. 16   THE BURIAL OF SARAH and THE MARRIAGE AND LIFE OF ISAAC

NB: Starting today, oral reports begin and classes will continue until 6:30. 

· Genesis 23 through 25:18

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursuses 19-20

Mar. 18   THE BIRTH AND YOUTH OF JACOB

· Genesis 25:19 through chap. 28

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursuses 21-22

Mar. 23   JACOB AND HIS FAMILY

· Genesis  29-30

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursus 23

· Robert Alter, "Biblical Type-Scenes and the Uses of  Convention," (in READINGS)

Mar 25     JACOB'S FLIGHT FROM LABAN, REUNION WITH ESAU, AND RETURN 

          TO THE PROMISED LAND

· Genesis 31-36

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursuses 24-28

· M. Fishbane, "Genesis 25:19-35:22/The Jacob Cycle," (in READINGS) 

· Macmillan, Map. # 46, "Jacob and his Sons" 

Mar 30 NO CLASS A make-up class will be scheduled 
 Apr. 1   JOSEPH'S YOUTH AND ENSLAVEMENT

· Genesis 37

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary  

· Macmillan,  Map.  # 46,  "Jacob and his Sons"          

Apr 6 NO CLASS A make-up class will be scheduled
Apr. 8  JUDAH AND TAMAR

· Genesis 38  

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary  

· Robert Alter,  "A Literary Approach to the Bible,"  pp. 3-12 (in READINGS)

· Judah  Goldin,  "The Youngest Son or Where Does Gene​sis 38  Belong?"  (in READINGS)

Apr. 13  JOSEPH IN POTIPHAR'S HOUSE AND IN PRISON

· Genesis 39-40

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursus 29

Apr. 15   JOSEPH IN PHARAOH'S COURT

· Genesis 41

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary  

Apr. 20    THE REUNION OF JOSEPH AND HIS FAMILY

· Genesis 42 through 47:28

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary and Excursus 30

· "Egyptian Prophecy" and "Report of a  Frontier Official," in READINGS.

· Egyptian mural in ANEP, pp. 2-3 fig. 3 and comments on p.  249,  par.  3. (A color version of the mural itself can be seen at http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/cgi-bin/ames150?slide=1).

Apr. 22  THE FINAL YEARS OF JACOB AND JOSEPH and SUMMARY 

· Genesis 47:29-31; 48-50

· Sarna, Genesis, commentary  

Apr. 27 TO BE ANNOUNCED

April 28-30 Reading days
May 5 Final exam, 3:00-5:00 PM

     An optional review session will be held prior to the final exam. 












END
� Go to the course website, choose “Assignments,” then “Schedule For Oral Reports,” then “Edit.” Insert your name in one of the available dates (there are two slots for each date), then click “Save,” and look at the chart to be sure that your name appears in the slot you selected.
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