ASHIMA (Heb. amyQa), deity worshiped by the people of Hamath, who were deported to Samaria and its environs to replace the Israelites, exiled in 722–1 B.C.E (II Kings 17:30). The name Ashima is not duplicated precisely elsewhere, but the form appearing in the Bible may itself be a distortion. Since Hamath was a Syrian, and by this time Aramaized, city, it may be significant that in the fifth century B.C.E. a god called Ashm or Eshm (shm; pronunciation uncertain) appears to have been worshiped by Arameans living in Egypt. Also from the Aramean sphere, and possibly related, is a deity called Seimios, mentioned in certain Syrian inscriptions of the third century C.E.
Numerous attempts have been made to identify Ashima with some known deity, such as the Phoenician god Ashmun or Eshmun (shmn) and the Mesopotamian god Ishum. Others hold that Ashima and Ashm/Eshm are not divine names but forms of shm, an Aramaic form of the common Semitic word shem ("name") and that Seimios is another form (in Greek transliteration) of the same word. According to the latter hypothesis, "name" or "the name" was used either to avoid pronouncing the real name of the deity or as a hypostatization of its name (meaning that believers venerated the deity's name as a separate entity, "The Name"). All of these suggestions remain highly uncertain. Some have connected Ashima with a deity referred to in the Bible in the early eighth century B.C.E. as "the ashmah of Samaria" (ashmat Shomeron, Amos 8:14). The latter, however, is more likely an intentional corruption of Asherah or some other name of a god, the corruption meaning "the guilt of Samaria." Another theory holds that Ashima itself is an intentional corruption of Asherah, but this seems unlikely.
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