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Region, Zone and Wereda Population and Relief Beneficiary Data for 1999 and 2000

Notes on information sources

1. Priority weredas are marked with an asterisk (*) in the Zone ID column and beneficiary numbers are listed in the “Priority Wereda beneficiary” column.  These are weredas that will receive priority attention through May 2000.  The list of priority weredas was supplied by WFP.

2. Basic census data was taken from the CSA 1994 census for all regions except for Afar and Somali regions.  The 1994 census data was increased by 3% per year for 5 years (1999) and for 6 years (2000) for new population estimates.

3. Census data for the Afar region was taken from the CSA 1996 census. This data was increased by 3% per year for 3 years (1999) and for 4 years (2000) for new population estimates.

4. Census data for the Somali region was taken from the 1997 CSA Somali census. This data was increased by 3% per year for 2 years (1999) and for 3 years (2000) for new population estimates.

5. 1999 beneficiary totals were taken from information supplied by the DPPC based on the May 1999 appeal.  Some of the May 1999 beneficiary data is incomplete.

6. 2000 beneficiary totals were taken from Annex 1 of the DPPC Early Warning System Report, “Food Supply Prospects in 2000”, issued on 21 January 2000.  Some of the weredas listed in this document do not match the list of weredas from CSA and may be new weredas formed since the 1994 or 1997 censuses.  Certain weredas, notably Gursum, Barbile, Leban and Moyale, are listed under both Somali region and Oromiya region.  2000 beneficiary totals for Afar region were given by zone only and there was no wereda breakdown.

7. The list of “Supplementary Feeding Weredas” is from a list supplied by WFP and was compiled in consultation with DPPC. SF beneficiaries are calculated at 35% of the regular beneficiary load.

8. “Close Monitoring Beneficiary” numbers were taken from various sections of the DPPC’s “Food Supply Prospects in 2000. This data covers zonal sub-totals only. 

9. “% of Crop from Belg –EC-LFSU” is taken from a list compiled by the EC-Local Food Security Unit from information supplied by Zone/Wereda Agriculture offices and is a rough average taken from data over the last six years. The “% of Crop from Belg -MoA” is informal estimates from the MoA.  The informal MoA estimates do not include data for SNNP or for some other areas. There is wide variation in the belg from year to year and data is often “spotty” or incomplete. The percentages listed in these two columns should be used with caution and taken as a general guide only.  (See special notes on the belg below).

Additional notes

· Please contact the UN-EUE with any additions or corrections: Tel 51-37-25, fax 51-12-92, e-mail undp-eue@telecom.net.et.

· Copies of this spreadsheet (Excel 97) can be downloaded from the EUE website: http://www.telecom.net.et/~undp-eue
Notes on the Belg season

The belg rains and ENSO
The belg, variously known as the “short rains” or “little rains”, generally occurs between February and May.  Although more research needs to be done, some experts believe there is a correlation between weather patterns in Ethiopia and El Niño, an increase in the surface temperature in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, La Niña, a decrease in the surface temperature in the same area and Southern Oscillation, changes in atmospheric pressure across the Pacific Basin between Australia and Tahiti
.  These events are joined in the term “ENSO” (El Niño/La Niña + Southern Oscillation), a combination of air and ocean phenomenon with global weather implications.  Although other factors also come into play such as frequent and intense tropical storms over the southeast Indian Ocean, some initial research seems to indicate that La Niña (a cool event) can lead to a decrease in rainfall during the belg season but heavier rain during the main season (meher rainy season)
.

As stated above, the link between La Niña and the belg season in Ethiopia is not conclusive.  Also, the belg rains are often erratic so predictions and links between ENSO and the belg can be subject to different interpretations.  It is however interesting to note that the current belg rains are over a month late while El Niño/La Niña cycle is in La Niña phase with the Diagnostic Advisory of the Climate Prediction Center/NCEP (14 February) stating that “strong cold episode conditions (La Niña) continued in the tropical Pacific during January, as sea surface temperatures remained more than 1° C below normal throughout the equatorial Pacific between 170° and 90° W”
.

Belg production estimates

Although various authorities define the belg differently, the most generally accepted definition seems to be crops that are planted during the belg season (February to May) and harvested before the end of August. However, according to some observers the belg season can include crops that are planted in February to May but harvested after August.  The belg’s contribution to overall production is also an area of some dispute with estimates ranging from lower than 5% to as much as 25%, this difference presumably due to which definition of the belg is being used.  FAO in the annual FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment report, using the stricter definition of the belg, generally estimates belg production for the coming year at about 5% or less. (For the year 2000 the FAO/WFP “…mission has cautiously forecast the belg crop at 250,000 tonnes- still well below the average, due to expected shortages of draught oxen caused by heavy losses in 1999, and some scarcity of appropriate seed”
.) The “% of crop from belg- ECLFSU” column in the attached chart gives an overall figure of about 12% of total production as belg
.  Depending on the area and the definition being used, some of the most important belg crops are barley, wheat, millet and, in some areas, sweet potatoes.

The main belg areas

The belg rains are most often associated with the very vulnerable areas in the north east of Ethiopia (South Tigray, North and South Wello and North Shewa), eastern Ethiopia (East and West Harerge), North and South Omo and the Special Weredas of the Southern People’s region (Amaro, Burji, Konso and Dirashe) but the belg is also an important season in some of the surplus producing areas of the country such as West Wellega, Illubabor, Arsi and Bale zones of Oromiya region. 


There can be significant variation between years in the percentage of the total crop obtained from the belg.  Also, within zones the importance of the belg can vary widely between different weredas of the zone and even within a weredas the importance of the belg can vary significantly.  Added to the problems these variations cause, is the problem of incomplete production data for some areas and differing definitions of what exactly is a belg production.  However, in spite of these limitations the EC-LFSU/MoA data on meher and belg production gives a rough indication of the relative importance of the belg in both the traditionally more vulnerable areas and the usually self sufficient and/or surplus areas:

The 1999 belg season was extremely poor throughout most of the belg producing areas and the traditionally vulnerable areas noted above were particularly badly hit.  Not only were crops lost but large numbers of domestic animals died or lost their market value because of a combination of poor condition and over-supply to the market.  For highland farmers domestic animals are essential for land preparation and as a form of individual household food security and any loss in value of this important asset can adversely affect a farmer’s ability to cope.   Also, as noted last year, farmer’s resources in these vulnerable areas have been depleted through successive droughts and poor harvests and if the belg fails again this year these areas will require special attention and regular and adequate relief interventions if severe stress and possible migration are to be avoided

The impact of the belg on the kremt (main) season

The “knock-on effects” a poor or late belg can have on production during the main cropping season that usually begins with the meher rains in June can include some or all of the following:  

· The belg rains are used for land preparation for the main season and a poor belg can mean that less land in prepared or is not prepared as thoroughly as it should be.

· Poorly prepared land can lead to increased weed infestations.

· In some cases short-cycle, lower yielding crops may have to be substituted for long-cycle, higher yielding crops.

· The belg is important for renewal of pasture and ground water resources and a failure of the belg can mean draught animals can not plow as deeply or as long as they normally would.

· The lack of adequate pasture can also affect the health and condition of other domestic animals, leading to a decrease in market value just when farmers need to dispose of their assets to buy grain.

· Poor belg rains exacerbate the spread or intensity of infestations of certain pests like the sweet potato butterfly in Welayita.

Major belg producing zones in order of the percent of the total crop from the belg –EC-LFSU data





Traditionally Vulnerable Zones�
�
Self Sufficient/Surplus Zones�
�
Region/Zone or Special Wereda�
% of Crop from Belg�
�
Region/Zone or Special Wereda�
% of Crop from Belg�
�
SNNP/Burji Special Wereda�
78%�
�
SNNP/Amaro Special Wereda�
61%


�
�
SNNP/Konso Special Wereda�
68%�
�
SNNP/Kegicho Shekicho�
41%�
�
SNNP/South Omo�
58%�
�
Oromiya/Bali�
31%�
�
SNNP/North Omo�
50%�
�
SNNP/K.A.T.�
17%�
�
Oromiya/W.Haraghe�
32%�
�
SNNP/Bench Maji�
17%�
�
SNNP/Dirashe Special Wereda�
28%�
�
SNNP/Guraghe�
15%�
�
Somali/Jijiga�
22%�
�
SNNP/Hadiya�
8%�
�
Amhara/North Wello�
15%�
�
Oromiya/W/Wellega�
7%�
�
Amhara/South Wello�
15%�
�
Oromiya/Arsi�
6%�
�
Amhara/North Shewa�
11%�
�
�
�
�
Amhara/Oromiya�
8%�
�
�
�
�
Tigray/South Tigray�
5%�
�
�
�
�
Oromiya/E.Haraghe�
5%�
�
�
�
�



Note:  In this table “vulnerable” zones/weredas refers to areas that have required substantial food assistance in 1999 and 2000.  However, it should be noted that some of the SNNP Special Weredas are usually self sufficient and it is only because of the sustained drought over the last three years that these areas are included in the “vulnerable” column.
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