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Opening: Jim Borton, UN-Emergencies Unit for Ethiopia

Humanitarian mine action covers the full range of mine action programs and activities including surveys, marking, demining (including quality assurance), mine and ordnance disposal, mine awareness and the various aspects of victim assistance. The objective of the meeting is to provide a brief overview of some of the humanitarian mine related programs currently underway or planned for the near future.

Emmanuel Deisser, UNDP-EUE/UNMAS

Mr. Deisser gave a short brief on the status of the Emergency Landmines/UXO Survey currently taking place in the north. Ethiopia has a long history of being affected by landmines and the recent conflict has compounded the situation. The Emergency Landmines/UXO Survey, funded by the British Government (DFID), was initiated to respond to the current mine threat. This survey, conducted by the Ethiopia Demining Project together with The HALO Trust, identifies existing landmine fields and records this information according to UN/international standards. Two teams of five people each were dispatched in mid-October to begin the survey starting in the western part of Tigray region moving east. The Government of Ethiopia has given full co-operation and access to both teams. Thus far, the teams have surveyed areas stretching from the Sudan border (Humera) to Badme where they are currently working. The survey includes areas that will comprise the Temporary Security Zone. The survey is on schedule and is due to be completed by mid-December 2000. 

After the internally displaced persons started to return to their places of origin, there were indications from various sources of an initial increase of civilian landmines/UXO casualties mainly in the eastern administrative zone of Tigray, and is expected to level off at a steady rate in the foreseeable future.

Nicholas Bennett, World Bank

In response to the request by the Government of Ethiopia, Mr. Bennett confirmed that a component of the proposed World Bank economic recovery program credit to the Government of Ethiopia would be utilized for demining. This credit, which is repayable at no interest and a 0.5% service charge, is for   US$ 230 million. At the same time a sister credit for US$ 170 million is for demobilization. The demobilization program, the first supported by the World Bank in Ethiopia, plans to demobilize up to 60,000 troops in the first phase and up to 90,000 during the second phase. The two proposed credits are currently being negotiated between the representatives of the Government of Ethiopia and the World Bank in Washington with an understanding expected by the end of this week. 

The demining component in the proposed economic recovery program credit is for US$ 40 million and foresees a Humanitarian Mine Action committee as part of the Prime Minister’s office responsible for coordinating all aspects of mine action. World Bank funds will be utilized to establish a national humanitarian mine agency, to provide equipment and materials, train 500 people within the demining agency, supervise battle area clearance and disposal, and continue on a follow-up survey after the clearance of landmines/UXOs. The World Bank plans to continue cooperation on the demining component with the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) and the UN Country Team. Under the proposed World Bank loan, there are plans for the strengthening of six orthopedics centers for the rehabilitation of civilian victims of landmines/UXOs.

Bob McCarthy, UNICEF

Mr. McCarthy discussed UNICEF’s ongoing and planned programmes. UNICEF, working with UNMAS, is the focal point for UN landmine awareness. Their landmine awareness program in Tigray region began in October 1999 based on a pilot project with a national NGO, Rehabilitation and Development Organization (RaDO), and based on international landmine/UXO guidelines. Additionally, the project concentrated on the establishment of a mine education network at zonal, wereda and tabia levels. In mid 2000 the situation changed when the internally displaced persons (IDPs) started to return to their places of origin and began moving away from the main strategic routes in some cases into unsafe positions. There is a need for better mapping to inform the population of unsafe areas and for mine awareness to shift to mine safety. Whereas adults are more aware of the effects of landmines due to years of conflict, due to their natural curiosity children are especially vulnerable. UNICEF and RaDO are looking at more innovative ways to better target younger children. Although the total casualties are thought to have not been as high as originally feared, there is still a major concern that as the IDPs drift back there will be an increase. At present, financial contributions to UNICEF are sufficient enough to carry out programs into early next year.

Mulugeta Gebru, WHO

WHO is the UN focal point for landmine/UXO victim’s assistance. Their proposed program focuses on accident surveillance, feedback, and trauma care while trying to strengthen the capacity at the local level. Activities are mainly concentrated in Tigray with an additional smaller program in Afar. The WHO proposed program includes training, equipping and providing support to health clinics and referral hospitals, and as a longer-term initiative assisting the rehabilitation of victims. In mid October, a specialist was brought from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine to assess the situation and finalize a proposal of activities. This report is expected next week. 

Dr. Rudi Coninx, ICRC

Dr. Coninx discussed ICRC’s two current projects in Tigray. ICRC supports the Prosthetics Orthotics Center (POC) in Mekele by reimbursing the center for all costs relating to the fitting of prosthesis and patient transport, and also providing medical supplies and training to the health facilities. Additionally, a major concern for ICRC is mine awareness. They are working with the Ethiopian Red Cross Society (ERCS) in Tigray region on a mine awareness program as ERCS has a network of 1400 volunteers that could be mobilized for mine awareness initiatives. To support this program, ICRC has appointed a mine awareness consultant. 

Coordination: Jim Borton, UN-Emergencies Unit for Ethiopia

Within the Government, there will likely be a civilian coordination body. They would function as the overall coordinating body for all mine action. In addition to the actual coordination office itself, there would also be links with the concerned ministries, implementing partners and the donor community. From the donor side, we may also want to establish a similar structure that could serve as a focal point between the donor/NGO community and the civilian coordination body. This could, for example be set up as a small cost-sharing project somewhat similar to the election support project whereby donors could contribute directly to the fund, bilaterally, or to an implementing partner. Although providing a channel for funds would be one important aspect of the project, the other major aim would be to provide a forum for all interested partners to share views and information and coordinate, from the donor side, humanitarian mine action.

