University of Pennsylvania

Institute for Environmental Studies

presents

Femida Handy

School of Social Policy and Practice
University of Pennsylvania

Advocacy by environmental nonprofit
organizations — An optimal strategy for
addressing environmental problems?

Several policy alternatives exist to protect environmental quality. Environmental
nonprofits advocating for better environmental quality must often choose what policies to
advocate and support. This talk argues that environmental nonprofits will do best by
designing strategies of advocacy contingent on the net costs to the stakeholders and
paying attention to the crowding-out effects of monetary incentives. It investigates the
advocacy policies of 50 environmental organizations in Canada. The findings of this
survey show that although reduction of net costs is espoused, market-based policies are
not generally advocated, while a greater emphasis is put on regulatory approaches
combined with moral suasion through the dissemination of information and educational
programs.
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