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Abstract:

In 1998, the Wes Virginia Highlands Consarvancy and severd ditizens sued the Federd government and
the Sate of West Virginiafor not properly discharging their environmentd review responshilities with
repect to mountaintop mining operaionsin Appadachia 1n a December 1998 settlement agreament, the
US Environmental Pratection Agency, US Army Corps of Enginears US Fish and Wildlife Sarvice, US
Office of Surface Mining, and the West Virginia Department of Environmenta Protection joined together
to produce an Environmentad Impact Statement (E1S) evauating the regulatory programs governing these
operdions The agendes have completed severd technicd sudiesamed a evduaing the environmentd
and economic impects that would occur from severd regulatory regtriction scenarios. This seminar will
describe the processes undertaken by the agendesto date to prepare the EIS, the difficultiesinherent in
conducting such an interagency sudy resuiting primerily from differing Agency paradigms, an overview of
the prdiminary findings from the sudies conducted to date; and potentid palicy choicesthat might be
made by Federd and State authorities
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