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All conference sessions will be held in Classroom 2 of the 
Penn Museum, unless otherwise noted.  
 
For paper abstracts and other information see  
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/~bfleming/material_culture 
 
For further questions, etc., please contact Benjamin J. 
Fleming at bfleming@sas.upenn.edu  
 

 

 

 

Hank Glassman (Haverford College), "Ninshô, 
Ryôhen, and the 25 Bodhisattvas of Hakone" 

Gudrun Bühnemann (Univ. of Wisconsin-
Madison), "On the Iconography and Date of the 
Golden Window in Patan" 

1:00pm – Session V: Material Cultures in Contact: 
Trade and Religious Exchange / Chair: XXX 

Richard Mann (Carleton University), "The Rise of 
Mahasena: Skanda, Vishakha and Mahasena on 
the Gold Coinage of Huvishka" 

Jason Neelis (Univ. of Florida/Ruhr-Universität 
Bochum), "Gandharan Materials and Manuscripts 
from Contact Zones between South Asia and 
Central Asia: Crucial Evidence for Patterns of 
Buddhist Transmission" 

Annette Yoshiko Reed (Univ. of Pennsylvania), 
"Eurasian Trade and the Connections between 
'West' and 'East': Reconsidering Early Christian 
References to Asian Religions"  

3:15pm – Concluding Discussion and Reception:   
History and Material Culture within and beyond 
Asian Religions  
 

This conference explores the methodological challenges 
involved in integrating material evidence for the 
reconstruction of religious histories in South, Southeast, 
Central, and East Asia. How might iconographical, 
archaeological, and documentary sources push us to 
reevaluate historical narratives traditionally told from 
literary sources? What untold stories might new and 
neglected data disclose? And how might a focus on material 
culture help us to recover a richer sense of text as artifact?  
 

All sessions are free and open to the public.  
 

Sponsored by the University of Pennsylvania’s Dept. of Religious Studies, Center for Ancient 
Studies, South Asia Center, Center for East Asian Studies, Mellon Cross-Cultural Diversity Fund, 
University Research Foundation, Penn Museum, and the Oriental Club of Philadelphia.  

For further information and directions, see http://www.penn.museum/  
For schedule, abstracts, etc., see http://www.sas.upenn.edu/~bfleming/material_culture/   
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