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Contact
Information

Employment
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
• Assistant Professor, Political Science, July 2009
• Affiliate Professor, The Center for Africana Studies
• Affiliate Professor, Asian American Studies

Education
University of Rochester, Rochester, New York
• Ph.D, Political Science, May 2009
• M.A, Political Science, 2007

Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida
• M.A., Applied American Politics and Policy, 2004
• B.A., International Political Affairs, 2002

Publications
(Books)

• When the Dust Settles: Governmental Response to Racial and Ethnic Minority
Protest (Under Contract with Cambridge University Press)

Publications
(Journals and
Book Chapters)

• 2010. “Expanding the Possibilities: A Toolbox Theory of Political Participation”
with Fredrick Harris. Oxford Handbook of American Elections and Behavior. ed.
Jan Leighley. Oxford University Press. 144-161

• 2009. “Exploring the Micro-Dynamics of Political Participation: Unpacking Trends
in Black and White Activism Over Time” with Valeria Sinclair-Chapman and Robert
Walker. Electoral Studies. 28 (4) 550:561

Articles Under
Review

• “The Influence of Minority Protest and Public Opinion on the US Supreme Court”
(Revise and Resubmit)

• “Odd Man Out: Analyzing the Political Behavior of Citizens After their Candidate
Loses an Election (2000-2002-2004)” (Revise and Resubmit)

• “The Influence of Protest Activity on Congressional Behavior: The Scope of Minority
Protests in the District” (Under Review)

• “Re-Defining Political Participation with Item Response Theory” (Under Review)

Selected Works
in Progress

• “The Impact of Political Protest on the Incumbency Advantage ”

• “The Paradox of Descriptive Representation in the Executive Office: Racial Rhetoric
and Presidential Approval”
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Book
Manuscripts in
Preparation • Governing with Words: Politicians’ Rhetoric on Race and the Impact on Citizens’

Political Attitudes and Behavior

Awards
• Distinguished Provost Fellowship, 2004-2009
• Sammy Younge Best Paper Award, 2009
• Harrell Rodgers Travel Scholarship, 2009
• Ford Foundation Diversity Dissertation Fellowship Honorable Mention, 2008
• The Prestage-Cook Award Grant, Southern Political Science Association, 2007
• National Conference of Black Political Scientist Graduate Assistantship Grant, 2007
• Frederick Douglass Institute for African and African American Studies Grant, 2007
• Charles E. Lanni Research Fellowship, 2004-2007

Conference
Presentations • American Political Science Association: 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011

• Midwest Political Science Association: 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
• Southern Political Science Association: 2008, 2010
• National Conference of Black Political Scientists: 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010

MIT/Harvard (2012), University of Virginia (2011), Temple (2011), Princeton Univer-Invited Talks
sity (2008), Saint Joseph’s University (2008), Texas A & M University (2008), University
of Miami (2008), University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (2008), University of North
Texas (2008)

Reviewer
American Journal of Political Science, Journal of Politics, and Political Behavior

Professional
Experience • Editorial Assistant for Perspectives on Politics May 2008-June 2009

• Political Campaign Advisor June 2002 to September 2004
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