Name: _________________________________ 
Date: _____________________


AP Chemistry
Safety Rules for the Laboratory

All accidents are preventable. Learning these rules will help you protect yourself. You are responsible for all of the information on this page and will be quizzed on it. Furthermore, failure to follow these rules in lab will result in a deduction of points and/or other disciplinary action. We want you to leave lab in the same condition that you arrived. 

1. Wear safety goggles at all times. Wear safety goggles at all times. End of story. Avoid wearing contact lenses on lab day.

2. Do not attempt unauthorized experiments. All procedures must be approved by the teacher.  

3. Clean the lab bench at the beginning and end of each lab session. Keep the bench free of all clutter – books, purses, back packs, etc. Only your lab notebook may be on the bench.
4. If a chemical should come in contact with your skin or eyes, flush with large quantities of water for 15 minutes minimum. 
5. Do not wear open shoes such as flip-flops in lab. Jeans, long sleeves and aprons are recommended. Long hair must be tied back. Loose or baggy sweatshirts should not be worn in the lab. All jackets and coats must be removed. Because of the corrosive nature of many chemicals, jewelry on hands and wrists should be removed. 

6. Never taste or touch any chemical. Use spatula or forceps to handle chemicals. No food or drink is allowed in the lab or classroom. 

7. Some of the solvents you will be using are toxic and/or flammable. Therefore, if you need to check the odor of a chemical do so cautiously by wafting the odor towards your nose. Keep solvent bottles closed when not in use and clean up solvent spills immediately with the help of the instructor.

8. Check glassware for cracks before heating. Never point a test tube at anyone, including yourself, while heating. 

9. Be familiar with the locations and use of the fire extinguisher, gas shutoff, eyewash station, etc. Tampering with any of these safety devices will result in severe disciplinary action.

10. Read labels carefully. If a label is unclear, check with the instructor before proceeding. 

11. Fooling around in the lab will not be tolerated. 

12. Do not return unused chemicals to the stock bottles.

13. Mercury thermometers and other mercury containing instruments have been eliminated from the lab and classroom. If you should come across any device containing mercury or a mercury spill, notify the instructor at once.

14. All laboratory accidents and injuries, no matter how small, must be reported at once to the instructor. 

I have read and understand all of the above rules. 

Student signature _________________
Parent signature ___________________
