Name: _________________________________________
Date: ___________________


Honors Chemistry
Course Requirements

I. Daily Requirements & Classroom Conduct

Each day for class you will need: 1) a pen/sharpened pencil, 2) your notebook, 3) a scientific/graphing calculator, and 4) any assignments due that day or handouts needed for class.  There will be no passes for you to go to your locker for any of these items. 

In accordance with your Student Handbook, when the bell rings you are to be in your assigned seat and ready for class. Lateness is excused only if you have a pass from guidance, an administrator, the nurse or an excused pass from the attendance office. If you are late without a pass you will receive a detention for the first offense and increasing penalties for subsequent offenses. If you have a pass from a teacher then the lateness is considered unexcused and count towards your attendance for the class. We will use all 42 minutes of class time each day. Do not put your notebook away or get up from your seat until dismissed. You will be dismissed by me – not the bell. 

It is expected that during class you will show respect for each other, for me, and for our laboratory. You will do this by giving me your full attention while I am instructing and not wasting our time. The laboratory is yours and mine. Any defacing of the room or equipment will not be tolerated. Do not leave any garbage either at your desk or lab benches. 

Any unacceptable behavior may result in any of the following consequences: 1) detention, 2) phone call to parents, 3) removal from class, 4) referral to administration for discipline, 5) suspension, and 6) zero for the day. 

II. Grades 

Grades will be calculated according to the following: 

Tests/quizzes

55%

Lab/lab quizzes

30%

Homework/class work/

projects

15% 
You should record your own scores as they are handed back. I will not give you a record of your scores during the class period. 

Tests will always be announced in advance. You are expected to take a test or quiz on the day it is given. If you are absent on the day that a test or quiz is given then you will take a make-up on the first day that you return or receive a zero – NO EXCEPTIONS! 
Quizzes may or may not be announced. You should be prepared to take a quiz everyday when you enter class. Quizzes can cover class notes, homework, labs, etc.  

A separate page has detailed information on lab safety. This will be distributed, reviewed, and a quiz on the information will be passed by all students before we begin doing labs.  

Homework will be graded based on effort. Full credit will be given if an assignment is turned in on time and a good effort is made to answer every question and corrections are made. A late assignment will be accepted, for partial credit, only if I have not returned the assignment to the rest of the class (usually the next day). 

To earn full credit on class work students need to be involved in answering questions in class, participating in classroom activities and labs, and even by asking questions. Credit will be lost by students who are: not paying attention; disrupting the class; not participating in group assignments and labs; and by students who do all of the work for a group. 

III. Absences/Lateness

Absences and lateness will be handled in accordance with the school policy as described in your Student Handbook. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the class notes from that day and find out what assignments were given, even if the absence is excused. If an assignment was given the day of your absence then it will be turned in the day following your return. A grade of zero will be recorded in the grade book until the assignment is made up. 

IV. Miscellaneous

CHEATING WILL NOT BE TOLERATED! Any student cheating on a test or quiz will be given a grade of zero in addition to disciplinary actions. If a student copies off of another student, both students will be treated with the same consequence. You can request to be moved to another seat if you feel that someone around you is copying your work. Copying of homework assignments or lab reports will be treated in the same way. You are encouraged to study and work together on homework and lab reports; however working together is different from copying! Make sure that you know the difference. I will not write a letter of recommendation for any student caught cheating. 
You are responsible for brining your own calculator to class for tests and quizzes. If you have trouble using a calculator during a test or quiz ask me for help. Not knowing how to use a calculator is not an excuse for poor performance on a test or quiz. 

There will be no passes to your locker, library, office, guidance, water fountain, or phone, so don’t bother asking. Try to use the bathroom when changing classes. 

This Honors course has high demands and expectations from everyone. If you do not work up to these standards then you will fail. No one who sincerely tries will do poorly, but you must be ready to accept the challenges of this course. You must put the time into studying and doing assignments. There will no “curving” of test, quiz or other grades – you must reach the high standards set for this course. I will make every effort to help you succeed. Extra help is available after school on most days. Always let me know in class if you are coming for extra help.

If you do not understand everything on this page please contact me for clarification. Otherwise please sign below. Enjoy your year!

Student name ___________________________ Student signature ___________________________  


Parent signature _________________________ 
Parent email _______________________________

Parent daytime phone _______________________ Do you prefer phone or email contact? ________

Parents: Please email me at michael.kinsey@obps.org at any time for any reason. I can also be reached by leaving a message with the main office or guidance.

