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O
nÞJUneÞ25,Þ1978,ÞHarVeYÞMilkÞdeliVeredÞaÞspeechÞaTÞTheÞSanÞFranciscoÞGaYÞFreedom

DaYÞParade,ÞWhereÞheÞpleadedÞWiThÞTheÞcroWd:

MilkÞWasÞTheÞfirsTÞopenlYÞgaYÞelecTedÞofficialÞToÞSanÞFrancisco§sÞBoardÞofÞSUperVisors.ÞHe

belieVedÞThaTÞTheÞmosTÞimporTanTÞThingÞaÞpersonÞcoUldÞdoÞWasÞToÞbecomeÞmoreÞVisible,Þeach

daYÞandÞeVerYÞdaY.ÞTheÞpoWerÞofÞcomingÞoUTÞlaYÞpreciselYÞinÞiTsÞqUoTidianÞcharacTer.

NoTÞfiVeÞdecadesÞlaTer,ÞcomingÞoUTÞWasn§TÞeVenÞTheÞmosTÞimporTanTÞparTÞofÞPeTe

BUTTigieg§sÞpresidenTialÞcampaign.ÞHeÞascendedÞfromÞrelaTiVeÞindisTincTionÞToÞTheÞTopÞechelon

ofÞDemocraTicÞcandidaTesÞasÞaÞresUlTÞofÞhisÞfUndraisingÞproWess:ÞBUTTigiegÞclaimsÞToÞhaVe

WeÁwillÁnotÁwinÁourÁrightsÁbyÁstayingÁquietlyÁinÁourÁclosets.Á�ÁI¹mÁtiredÁofÁthe
conspiracyÁofÁsilence.Á�ÁGayÁbrothersÁandÁsisters,Á�ÁyouÁmustÁcomeÁout.ÁComeÁoutÁto
yourÁparents.Á�ÁComeÁoutÁtoÁyourÁrelatives.Á�ÁComeÁoutÁtoÁyourÁfriends,ÁifÁindeedÁthey
areÁyourÁfriends.ÁComeÁoutÁtoÁyourÁneighbors,ÁtoÁyourÁfellowÁworkers.ÁToÁtheÁpeople
whoÁworkÁwhereÁyouÁeatÁandÁshop.ÁComeÁoutÁonlyÁtoÁtheÁpeopleÁyouÁknow,ÁandÁwho
knowÁyou.ÁNotÁtoÁanyoneÁelse.ÁButÁonceÁandÁforÁall,ÁbreakÁdownÁtheÁmyths,ÁdestroyÁthe
liesÁandÁdistortions.
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secUredÞmoreÞThanÞ$24ÞmillionÞinÞThreeÞmonThs,ÞmoreÞThanÞanYÞoTherÞcandidaTe.ÞBUTÞWhaT

aboUTÞcomingÞoUT?ÞWhaTÞhadÞbecomeÞofÞThisÞrheToricalÞsTraTegYÞoVerÞTheÞYears?

BUTTigiegÞmadeÞhisTorYÞinÞ2019ÞasÞTheÞfirsTÞopenlYÞgaYÞmajorÞcandidaTeÞforÞpresidenTÞof

TheÞUniTedÞSTaTes,ÞbUTÞWhaTÞmadeÞhisÞcampaignÞremarkableÞWasÞThaTÞhisÞseXUalÞorienTaTion

Wasn§T.ÞAlThoUghÞTheÞNeWÞYorkÞTimesÞasked,Þ¤IsÞTheÞcoUnTrYÞreallYÞreadYÞToÞsendÞaÞgaYÞmanÞTo

TheÞWhiTeÞHoUse?,¥ÞBUTTigiegÞrefUsedÞTheÞTerms.Þ¤I§mÞnoTÞrUnningÞToÞbeÞTheÞgaYÞpresidenTÞof

TheÞUniTedÞSTaTes,¥ÞheÞrebUTTed,ÞinÞaÞCNNÞToWnÞhallÞinÞCharlesTon,ÞSoUThÞCarolina.Þ¤I§mÞoUT

hereÞToÞserVeÞeVerYbodY.¥

FromÞMilkÞToÞBUTTigieg,Þ¤comingÞoUT¥£aÞconcepTÞThaTÞcapTUresÞcUlTUralÞThemesÞof

VisibiliTY,ÞsTigma,ÞandÞaUThenTiciTY£hasÞeVolVedÞinÞdramaTicÞWaYs.ÞAndÞThUs,ÞTheÞqUesTionÞof

hoWÞandÞWhYÞWeÞ¤comeÞoUT¥ÞasÞcerTainÞkindsÞofÞpeopleÞisÞTheÞfocUsÞofÞsociologisTÞAbigailÞC.

SagUY§sÞbookÞComeÞOUT,ÞComeÞOUT,ÞWhoeVerÞYoUÞAre.ÞInÞansWeringÞThaTÞqUerY,ÞTheÞbook
eXploresÞTheÞproTeanÞandÞsUrprisinglYÞporTableÞqUaliTYÞofÞmeTaphorsÞlikeÞ¤comingÞoUT¥Þand

¤TheÞcloseT,¥ÞasÞWellÞasÞTheÞrelaTionshipÞbeTWeenÞdisclosUreÞandÞsocialÞchange.

SagUYÞreVealsÞThaTÞcomingÞoUTÞhasÞeXpandedÞWellÞbeYondÞiTsÞoriginsÞinÞgaYÞsocialÞWorlds.

InÞfacT,ÞTodaYÞpeopleÞcomeÞoUTÞas,ÞamongÞoTherÞidenTiTies,ÞUndocUmenTedÞimmigranTsÞandÞseX-

abUseÞsUrViVors.ÞManYÞgroUpsÞhaVeÞembracedÞTheÞlangUageÞofÞcomingÞoUTÞToÞrefUTeÞsTigma,Þand

ToÞreclaimÞThaTÞsTigmaÞasÞaÞsoUrceÞofÞprideÞandÞproTesT.

WhaTÞdoÞindiVidUalsÞaccomplishÞWhenÞTheYÞUseÞTheÞTermsÞofÞ¤comingÞoUT¥?ÞWhileÞsome

people,ÞlikeÞBUTTigieg,ÞmaYÞhaVeÞmoVedÞbeYondÞTheÞcloseT,ÞisÞiTÞpossibleÞThaTÞTheÞcloseTÞhas

moVedÞbeYondÞseXUalÞorienTaTion?ÞWheTherÞTheYÞproclaimÞThaTÞTheYÞareÞproUdÞofÞTheir

qUeernessÞorÞofÞanoTherÞqUaliTY,ÞacTiVisTsÞareÞaffirmingÞTheirÞcollecTiVeÞidenTiTies,ÞhighlighTing

TheÞinjUsTicesÞTheYÞface,ÞmobiliZingÞmassÞmoVemenTsÞforÞsocialÞchange,ÞandÞinspiringÞoThersÞTo

refUse£jUsTÞlikeÞMilkÞonceÞsaid£ToÞsTaYÞqUieTlYÞinÞTheirÞcloseTs.

PriorÞToÞTheÞSToneWallÞrioTs,ÞasÞSagUYÞWriTesÞ(WiThÞMichaelÞSTambolis-RUhsTorfer),ÞcomingÞoUT
meanTÞcomingÞinTo:ÞgaYÞpeopleÞreVealedÞTheirÞseXUalÞorienTaTionÞToÞoTherÞgaYÞpeople,ÞnoTÞTo
heTeroseXUals.ÞDisclosUre,ÞWhichÞaÞpersonÞWoUldÞcommUnicaTeÞinÞmiXedÞcompanYÞUsingÞcoded

langUageÞlikeÞ¤familY¥ÞorÞaÞ¤friendÞofÞDoroThY§s,¥ÞfelTÞlikeÞjoiningÞaÞsecreTÞsocieTY.ÞWiThÞaÞnod

ToÞTheÞTradiTionÞofÞYoUngÞWomenÞbeingÞinTrodUcedÞinToÞeliTeÞsocieTY£andÞToÞeligibleÞbachelors

£aTÞgrandÞdebUTanTeÞballsÞdUringÞTheÞTUrnÞofÞTheÞcenTUrY,ÞgaYÞmenÞWoUldÞspeakÞaboUTÞbeing

formallYÞpresenTedÞToÞTheÞgaYÞWorldÞaTÞdragÞballs.



BUTÞcomingÞoUTÞinÞThisÞfashionÞWasÞmoreÞeffecTiVeÞinÞcrafTingÞcommUniTiesÞThanÞiTÞWas

inÞbUildingÞaÞmassÞmoVemenT.ÞHoWÞdoÞYoUÞbUildÞaÞbaseÞfromÞaÞconcealedÞgroUp?

EnTerÞTheÞciVilÞrighTsÞmoVemenT.ÞBlackÞacTiVisTsÞinspiredÞgaYÞacTiVisTsÞToÞUseÞnoTÞjUsTÞa

socialÞframeWorkÞforÞseXUalÞidenTiTY,ÞbUTÞalsoÞanÞeThnicÞmodel.ÞThUs,ÞfromÞ¤BlackÞIsÞBeaUTifUl¥

sprangÞ¤GaYÞIsÞGood.¥ÞAfTerÞThaTÞpoinT,ÞgaYÞmenÞandÞWomenÞreframedÞcomingÞoUTÞasÞa

poliTicalÞacT,ÞoneÞThaTÞcoUldÞhelpÞThemÞshedÞTheirÞself-haTred,ÞesTablishÞanÞidenTifiableÞgroUp,

andÞbUildÞaÞsocialÞmoVemenT.

ThisÞWell-rehearsedÞhisTorYÞisÞWhereÞSagUYÞbegins,ÞbUTÞonlYÞasÞaÞpoinTÞofÞdeparTUre.

ThereafTer,ÞTheÞbookÞdraWsÞonÞmoreÞThanÞoneÞhUndredÞinTerVieWsÞandÞobserVaTionsÞofÞeVenTs,

asÞWellÞasÞscoresÞofÞemails,Þsocial-mediaÞposTs,ÞneWsÞreporTs,ÞWebsiTes,ÞandÞblogsÞToÞdescribe

hoWÞfoUrÞgroUpsÞhaVeÞborroWedÞTheÞlogicÞofÞcomingÞoUTÞforÞTheirÞoWnÞpUrposes:ÞfaT-righTs

acTiVisTs,ÞUndocUmenTedÞimmigranTÞYoUTh,ÞMormonÞfUndamenTalisTÞpolYgamisTs,ÞandÞsUrViVors

ofÞseXUalÞharassmenTÞandÞassaUlT.

TheseÞcasesÞcoUldn§TÞbeÞmoreÞdissimilar£WhichÞisÞeXacTlYÞWhYÞSagUY§sÞsTorYÞsTandsÞoUT

inÞaÞcroWdedÞfield.ÞAndÞYeT,ÞinÞeachÞinsTance,ÞTheÞbookÞshoWsÞhoWÞ¤comingÞoUT¥ÞisÞaTÞonceÞa

cUlTUralÞconcepT,ÞaÞWaYÞToÞresisTÞsTigmaÞWhileÞreaffirmingÞanÞaUThenTicÞself;ÞandÞaÞpoliTical

TacTic,ÞaÞmasTerÞframeÞforÞWorldmaking.

SomeÞgroUps,ÞlikeÞfaTÞacTiVisTs,ÞreWorkÞTheÞroleÞofÞVisibiliTY.

SagUYÞsharesÞaÞskiTÞfromÞcomedianÞWandaÞSYkes,ÞWhoÞriffsÞWiThÞherÞaUdienceÞaboUTÞThe

absUrdiTYÞofÞcomingÞoUTÞasÞBlack.Þ¤IÞdidn§TÞhaVeÞToÞcomeÞoUTÞBlack.ÞIÞdidn§TÞhaVeÞToÞsiTÞmY

parenTsÞdoWnÞandÞTellÞThemÞaboUTÞmYÞBlackness.ÞIÞdidn§TÞhaVeÞToÞsiTÞThemÞdoWn:Þ¦Mom,ÞDad,ÞI

goTTaÞTellÞYa§llÞsomeThin§.ÞIÞhopeÞYoUÞsTillÞloVeÞme.ÞI§mÞjUsTÞgonnaÞsaYÞiT.ÞMom,ÞDad,ÞI§m

Black.§¥ÞSYkesÞThenÞparodiesÞherÞmoTher§sÞresponse:Þ¤¦Oh,ÞnoTÞBlack,ÞLord!ÞAnYThingÞbUT

Black,ÞJesUs!§¥ÞTheÞaUdienceÞisÞinÞhYsTerics£bUTÞTheÞhUmorÞreqUiresÞUsÞToÞassUmeÞThaTÞcoming

oUTÞappliesÞonlYÞToÞinVisibleÞTraiTs.

BUT,ÞbodYÞsiZeÞcanÞbeÞhYperVisible.ÞWhY,ÞThen,ÞdoÞacTiVisTsÞsTillÞTalkÞaboUTÞcomingÞoUTÞas

faT?

OneÞofÞSagUY§sÞinTerVieWees,ÞMichelle,ÞeXplainsÞhoWÞfaT-righTsÞacTiVisTsÞinnoVaTedÞThe

meaningÞofÞcomingÞoUTÞbYÞmoVingÞaWaYÞfromÞTheÞnoTionÞofÞreVealingÞaÞhiddenÞidenTiTYÞTo

proUdlYÞaccepTingÞThaTÞidenTiTY,ÞeVenÞorÞespeciallYÞifÞiT§sÞalreadYÞVisible:Þ¤IÞWasÞabsolUTelY

UnashamedÞToÞbeÞcalledÞfaT.Þ�ÞIfÞsomeoneÞelseÞcan§TÞmakeÞmeÞfeelÞbadÞaboUTÞmYselfÞforÞbeing

faT,ÞThenÞTheYÞcan§TÞconTrolÞmeÞWiThÞThaT.¥

DisclosUreÞWorksÞdifferenTlYÞforÞMichelleÞThanÞiTÞdidÞforÞHarVeYÞMilk.ÞSheÞisÞcomingÞoUT

ofÞaÞ¤glassÞcloseT,¥ÞToÞborroWÞaÞTermÞfromÞTheÞqUeerÞTheorisTÞEVeÞSedgWick.ÞPeopleÞinÞherÞlife

WillÞnoTÞsUddenlYÞdiscoVerÞThaTÞTheirÞfriendÞorÞfamilYÞmemberÞisÞfaT.ÞBUTÞTheYÞWillÞrealiZe,

maYbeÞforÞTheÞfirsTÞTime,ÞThaTÞTheYÞknoWÞsomeoneÞWhoÞisÞUnashamedÞaboUTÞTheirÞbodY.
FromÞinTerVieWsÞWiThÞTheseÞacTiVisTs,ÞSagUYÞeXplodesÞTheÞmeaningÞofÞcomingÞoUT.ÞITÞhas

¤neVerÞbeenÞonlYÞaboUTÞreVealingÞaÞhiddenÞidenTiTY,¥ÞsheÞcaUTions.Þ¤ITÞisÞaboUTÞproUdlY
reclaimingÞThisÞidenTiTY.¥

TUrnÞTheÞpage,ÞandÞYoU§llÞfindÞThaTÞSagUYÞ(WiThÞLaUraÞE.ÞEnriqUeZ)ÞshifTsÞfrom

cUlTiVaTingÞprideÞToÞoVercomingÞfear.ÞWhileÞfaTÞacTiVisTsÞcomeÞoUTÞToÞconqUerÞVisibleÞsTigma,

immigranTÞYoUThÞconTendÞWiThÞaÞriskÞofÞdeporTaTionÞThaTÞWoUldÞariseÞfromÞTheirÞVisibiliTY.

TheirÞgoalÞhasÞbeenÞToÞchampionÞTheÞDeVelopmenT,ÞRelief,ÞandÞEdUcaTionÞforÞAlien

MinorsÞ(DREAM)ÞAcT.ÞFirsTÞinTrodUcedÞinÞ2001,ÞasÞSagUYÞandÞEnriqUeZ�noTe,ÞTheÞfederal

legislaTionÞWoUldÞcreaTeÞaÞpaThWaYÞToÞlegaliZaTionÞforÞYoUngÞpeopleÞWhoÞcameÞToÞTheÞUniTed
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STaTesÞasÞchildrenÞandÞhaVeÞliVedÞinÞTheÞcoUnTrYÞforÞaTÞleasTÞfiVeÞYears,ÞreceiVedÞaÞhighÞschool

diplomaÞorÞaÞGED,ÞandÞspenTÞaTÞleasTÞTWoÞYearsÞinÞcollegeÞorÞinÞTheÞmiliTarY.

¤DREAMers¥ÞandÞoTherÞimmigranTÞYoUThÞacTiVisTsÞholdÞnaTionWideÞcoming-oUTÞeVenTs,

inÞWhichÞTheYÞencoUrageÞeachÞoTherÞToÞ¤ComeÞOUTÞofÞTheÞShadoWs,¥ÞToÞ¤ShoUTÞITÞOUT,¥ÞTo

declareÞThaTÞTheYÞareÞ¤UndocUmenTedÞandÞUnafraid¥ÞorÞ¤UndocUmenTed,ÞUnafraid,Þand

UnapologeTic.¥ÞTheirÞbrandÞofÞacTiVismÞshoWsÞThaTÞcomingÞoUTÞresonaTesÞeVenÞmoreÞWhen

acTiVisTsÞpairÞiTÞWiThÞoTherÞcUlTUralÞimages.Þ¤LiVingÞinÞTheÞshadoWs,¥ÞforÞeXample,ÞisÞaÞphrase

ThaTÞmediaÞoUTleTsÞhaVeÞUsedÞsinceÞTheÞ1980sÞToÞcapTUreÞaÞcommUnalÞsenseÞofÞfearÞamong

UndocUmenTedÞimmigranTs.

TheÞresUlTÞofÞTheirÞcoming-oUTÞacTions?ÞGallUpÞpollsÞ¤shoWÞincreasingÞsUpporTÞforÞkeY

poinTsÞofÞTheÞDREAMÞAcT,¥ÞSagUYÞandÞEnriqUeZ�noTe,ÞfromÞ54ÞpercenTÞinÞ2010ÞToÞ65ÞpercenT

inÞ2015ÞandÞ84ÞpercenTÞinÞ2016.

TheÞcrescendoÞarriVedÞThisÞYear,ÞWhenÞTheÞSUpremeÞCoUrTÞblockedÞTheÞTrUmp

adminisTraTion§sÞaTTempTÞToÞendÞDeferredÞAcTionÞforÞChildhoodÞArriValsÞ(DACA).ÞThe

Obama-eraÞprogramÞproTecTsÞ800,000ÞYoUngÞimmigranTsÞfromÞTheÞThreaTÞofÞdeporTaTion,ÞWhile

alsoÞalloWingÞThemÞToÞlegallYÞWorkÞinÞTheÞcoUnTrY.Þ(UnlikeÞTheÞDREAMÞAcT,ÞDACAÞdoesÞnoT

proVideÞaÞpaThWaYÞToÞciTiZenship.)ÞJoeÞBidenÞcelebraTedÞTheÞdecision:Þ¤TheÞSUpremeÞCoUrT§s

rUlingÞTodaYÞisÞaÞVicTorYÞmadeÞpossibleÞbYÞTheÞcoUrageÞandÞresilienceÞofÞhUndredsÞofÞThoUsands

ofÞDACAÞrecipienTsÞWhoÞbraVelYÞsToodÞUpÞandÞrefUsedÞToÞbeÞignored.¥ÞAsÞTheYÞgaTheredÞoUTside

TheÞSUpremeÞCoUrT,ÞacTiVisTsÞheldÞsignsÞThaTÞdeclared,Þ¤WeÞSeeÞYoU,ÞWeÞHearÞYoU,ÞWeÞLoVe

YoU¥;Þ¤TheYÞTriedÞToÞBUrYÞUs.ÞTheYÞDidn§TÞKnoWÞWeÞWereÞSeeds¥;ÞandÞ¤HomeÞIsÞHere.¥

PerhapsÞTheÞdiffUsionÞofÞcoming-oUTÞrheToricÞmakesÞsense;ÞafTerÞall,ÞfaTÞand

UndocUmenTedÞYoUThÞacTiVisTsÞeachÞhaVeÞneTWorkÞTiesÞWiThÞLGBTQÞpeople.Þ¤JUsTÞasÞfaTÞqUeer

WomenÞhelpedÞdiffUseÞcomingÞoUTÞpoliTicsÞfromÞgaYÞrighTsÞToÞfaTÞrighTs,¥ÞeXplainsÞSagUY,Þ¤so

UndocUmenTedÞqUeerÞpeople£WhoÞhaVeÞTakenÞUpÞTheÞmonikerÞ¦UndocUqUeer§£sparkedÞTalkÞof

comingÞoUTÞasÞUndocUmenTed.¥

BUTÞTheÞeffecTiVenessÞofÞcomingÞoUTÞisn§TÞresTricTedÞToÞjUsTÞThoseÞinÞTheÞknoW.ÞMormon

fUndamenTalisTÞpolYgamisTs,ÞforÞeXample,ÞshoWÞUsÞThaTÞbeingÞconnecTedÞWiThÞLGBTQÞacTiVisTs

isÞnoTÞalWaYsÞnecessarYÞToÞUsingÞcoming-oUTÞpoliTics.

OneÞacTiVisTÞdidn§TÞminceÞWords:Þ¤IÞdon§TÞlikeÞTheÞideaÞofÞgaYs,ÞbUTÞTheYÞhaVeÞreallY

helpedÞoUrÞmoVemenT.¥ÞAnoTherÞofferedÞaÞmoreÞmeasUredÞVieW:Þ¤IT§sÞfUnnYÞbecaUseÞWeÞdon§T

likeÞToÞcompareÞoUrselVesÞToÞgaYÞpeopleÞaÞloTÞbecaUseÞTheYÞdoÞThaTÞoUTÞofÞpersonalÞseXUal

preferenceÞandÞWeÞdoÞiTÞforÞaÞreligioUsÞpUrpose,ÞbUTÞoUrÞfighTÞisÞsimilarÞbecaUseÞWeÞareÞall

fighTingÞforÞWhaTÞTheÞdefiniTionÞofÞaÞfamilYÞorÞaÞmarriageÞis.ÞAndÞWeÞasÞpolYgamisTsÞorÞgaYs

WoUldÞlikeÞiTÞToÞbeÞWhaTeVerÞYoUÞchooseÞasÞlongÞasÞiT§sÞconsenTingÞadUlTs.¥

So,ÞMormonÞ¤plUral-marriageÞfamilYÞacTiVisTs¥Þ(asÞTheYÞcallÞThemselVes)ÞcondemnÞWhaT

TheYÞcallÞTheÞ¤gaYÞlifesTYle.¥ÞEVenÞasÞTheYÞdoÞso,ÞTheYÞsTillÞlikenÞpolYgamYÞToÞsame-seXÞmarriage

asÞaÞWaYÞToÞmainTainÞThaTÞTheÞgoVernmenTÞshoUldÞsTaYÞoUTÞofÞpeople§sÞbedrooms.

MormonsÞalsoÞ¤embraceÞTheÞlangUageÞofÞchoice,¥ÞSagUYÞfindsÞ(WiThÞNicoleÞITUrriaga).

¤TheYÞTalkÞaboUTÞchoosingÞpolYgamYÞofÞTheirÞ¦oWnÞfreeÞWill,§ÞloVingÞiT,ÞandÞhaVingÞ¦ToÞfighTÞfor

iT.§¥ÞTheirÞemphasisÞonÞchoiceÞsUggesTsÞThaTÞcomingÞoUTÞdoesÞnoTÞalWaYsÞimplYÞcomingÞToÞTerms

WiThÞaÞTraiTÞThaT§sÞlargelYÞinnaTe.ÞNorÞisÞiTÞreacTiVe,ÞasÞWiThÞUndocUmenTedÞYoUTh,ÞWhoseÞparenTs

broUghTÞThemÞfromÞanoTherÞcoUnTrY.ÞComingÞoUTÞisÞmanifold,ÞWiThÞmanYÞmeanings.

ThroUghÞTheÞeXamplesÞaboVe,ÞVisibiliTYÞemergesÞasÞaÞdominanTÞThemeÞforÞhoWÞdisparaTe

groUpsÞThinkÞaboUTÞcomingÞoUT.ÞBUTÞbeYondÞVisibiliTYÞlieÞoTherÞideasÞassociaTedÞWiThÞcoming
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PROTEST.
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oUT,ÞlikeÞbeingÞheard,ÞspeakingÞUp,ÞandÞhaVingÞaÞVoice.

TheseÞareÞTheÞframeWorksÞThaTÞmoTiVaTeÞmoVemenTsÞofÞindiVidUalsÞWhoÞhaVeÞcomeÞoUT

asÞsUrViVorsÞofÞseXUalÞharassmenT,ÞassaUlT,ÞorÞrape,ÞlikeÞ#MeToo,ÞTakeÞBackÞTheÞNighT,Þand

SlUTWalks.ÞThisÞdoesn§TÞmeanÞThaTÞVisibiliTYÞisÞirreleVanTÞorÞUncomplicaTed.Þ¤OnÞoneÞleVel,Þall

VicTimsÞofÞseXUalÞassaUlTÞandÞharassmenTÞhaVeÞbeenÞinVisible,¥ÞeXplainsÞSagUY,Þ¤dUeÞToÞThe

shameÞThaTÞleadsÞmanYÞToÞcensorÞThemselVesÞandÞTheÞefforTsÞofÞabUsersÞ�ÞToÞsilenceÞThem.ÞOn

anoTherÞleVel,ÞiTÞisÞpoWerfUlÞWhiTeÞWomen£inclUdingÞmoVieÞsTarsÞlikeÞAshleYÞJUdd,ÞGWYneTh

PalTroW,ÞandÞUmaÞThUrman£WhoÞiniTiallYÞdominaTedÞmediaÞcoVerageÞofÞThisÞissUe.¥

TaranaÞBUrke,ÞTheÞacTiVisTÞWhoÞfoUndedÞTheÞ#MeTooÞmoVemenT,ÞspokeÞaTÞTheÞinaUgUral

TimeÞ100ÞSUmmiTÞonÞOcToberÞ17,Þ2019.ÞBUrkeÞsaidÞThaTÞiTÞWasÞTimeÞToÞacknoWledgeÞThe

¤UnTold¥ÞsToriesÞofÞoTherÞWomen:Þ¤TheÞWomenÞofÞcolor,ÞTransÞWomen,ÞqUeerÞpeople£oUr

sToriesÞgeTÞpUshedÞasideÞandÞoUrÞpainÞisÞneVerÞprioriTiZed.Þ�ÞWeÞdon§TÞTalkÞaboUTÞindigenoUs

Women.Þ�ÞTheirÞsToriesÞgoÞUnTold.¥ÞSagUYÞpickedÞUpÞonÞThisÞobserVaTionÞasÞWell:Þ¤WomenÞof

colorÞareÞespeciallYÞVUlnerableÞToÞseXUalÞassaUlTÞandÞharassmenTÞandÞeXperienceÞbeing

objecTifiedÞinÞspecificÞWaYs,ÞeVenÞasÞTheYÞareÞlessÞlikelYÞToÞbeÞbelieVedÞWhenÞTheYÞspeakÞoUT.¥

TheÞTacTicÞofÞcomingÞoUTÞhasÞacqUiredÞmomenTUmÞforÞmanYÞgroUps.ÞAndÞWiThÞiTÞhas

comeÞnUanceÞandÞneWÞqUesTions:ÞWhichÞVoicesÞareÞheard,ÞandÞWhichÞonesÞareÞsilenced?ÞWhoÞis

Visible,ÞandÞWhoÞisÞeXclUded?

LikeÞallÞgoodÞbooks,ÞSagUY§sÞComeÞOUT,ÞComeÞOUT,ÞWhoeVerÞYoUÞAreÞraisesÞmanYÞmore

qUesTionsÞThanÞiTÞcanÞpossiblYÞansWer.ÞComingÞoUTÞWasÞaÞprofoUndlYÞTransformaTiVeÞTacTicÞfor

LGBTQÞrighTs,ÞbUTÞWhaTÞdoesÞiTÞmeanÞWhenÞanoTherÞgroUpÞborroWsÞiT?ÞSocialÞmoVemenTsÞare

noTÞhermeTicallYÞsealedÞandÞself-conTained,ÞbUTÞinflUenceÞcanÞmUTaTeÞinToÞappropriaTionÞor,

Worse,ÞperiloUsÞdisregard.

ConsiderÞThis:ÞMarYÞBaTchelor,ÞaÞleaderÞofÞTheÞplUral-marriageÞfamilYÞmoVemenT,ÞsaYs

ThaTÞsheÞofTenÞfeelsÞjUdgedÞforÞTalkingÞaboUTÞcomingÞoUT:Þ¤ThereÞareÞpeopleÞThaTÞsaY,ÞWell,

YoU§re£YoU§reÞjUsTÞpiggY-backingÞonÞ[TheÞgaYÞrighTsÞmoVemenT].Þ�ÞLikeÞWe§reÞsomehoW

cheaTingÞbecaUseÞWe§reÞsTealingÞThaT.¥

BaTchelor§sÞnoTionÞofÞ¤piggY-backing¥ÞbringsÞToÞmindÞaÞheaTedÞdebaTe:ÞWhaTÞhappens

WhenÞ¤BlackÞLiVesÞMaTTer¥£aÞdiscUrsiVeÞframeÞThaTÞdefinesÞaÞgeneraTionÞofÞanTi-racisTÞacTiVism

£becomesÞ¤AllÞLiVesÞMaTTer?¥ÞWhaTÞaboUTÞ¤BlackÞTransÞLiVesÞMaTTer?¥ÞToÞpUTÞTheÞpoinT

anoTherÞWaY:ÞWhenÞandÞWhichÞgroUpsÞcanÞborroWÞpoliTicalÞframeWorks?ÞAreÞsome

formUlaTionsÞmoreÞaccepTable,ÞorÞmoreÞobjecTionable,ÞThanÞoThers?

InÞherÞfinalÞpages,ÞSagUYÞlamenTsÞThaTÞ¤TheÞlefTÞofTenÞdiVidesÞalongÞlinesÞofÞidenTiTY.¥ÞIsÞiT

bYÞaccidenTÞorÞdesign,ÞIÞWondered,ÞThaTÞsheÞdeVoTedÞeachÞchapTerÞToÞaÞsingleÞandÞspecific

groUp?ÞAffiniTiesÞareÞclear£VisibiliTY,ÞsTigma,ÞaUThenTiciTY,ÞneTWorks,ÞandÞproTesTÞareÞcommon

Themes£bUTÞcomingÞoUTÞasÞparTÞofÞaÞcoaliTionÞorÞinÞanÞinTersecTionalÞconTeXTÞisÞaÞmUrkier

maTTer.

PerhapsÞThisÞisÞWhaTÞSagUYÞmeansÞbYÞTheÞ¤sTill-UnrealiZedÞpromise¥ÞofÞcomingÞoUT.ÞCan

iTÞUnifYÞUsÞacrossÞoUrÞindiVidUalÞdifferences?ÞIÞlikeÞToÞimagineÞThaT,ÞonÞThoseÞdaYsÞWhenÞHarVeY

MilkÞfoUndÞhimselfÞfaTigUedÞbYÞTheÞconspiracYÞofÞsilence,ÞheÞheardÞaÞchorUsÞofÞVoicesÞcoming

oUT.
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Correction:ÞNoVemberÞ12,Þ2020
AnÞearlierÞVersionÞofÞThisÞarTicleÞneglecTedÞToÞacknoWledgeÞTheÞcoaUThorsÞofÞThreeÞchapTersÞin
SagUY§sÞbook.
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