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Mg. EMEnsoN in this oration professes to discuss
the subject of Literary Ethics. He speaks'of the
"Resources, the SubJeot and the Discipline of the

Scholar.

<Theé resources of the scholar are proportloned to
his confidence in the intellect. = They are coextensive
with nature and truth. -Yet can.they neveri be his, un-
less claimed with an equal greatness of mind. *He
niust behold with awé the infinitude and 1mpersonallty

- of the mtellectual power- learn that it is not his, that
" it is .not’ any man’s; but the soul which made the
world ; that it is all accessible to him, and he, as its min-
lster,,may rightfully hold all things subordinate and
answerable to it He must feel that he stands in the
. world as its native king; that he may inhale thé year
‘as'a vapor; and give a new order and scale to the
‘grand events of history. He is theworld; and the
~ &pochs and heroes of chronology are pictorial images
in which his thoughts are told.  So must the scholar

feel.. . |All things are his, and he is equal to all thmgs,
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- the Uniyerse a:virgig to;day.'i’ §

Vas.thé.
own eyes ; and!is in duty boujpd to form his
his own life-plan, ki§ own syBtem of the| Ur

own creed,
liverse.

The subject.offered to the scholar is ds broad as
his resourcés. - His ﬁubj.ect tp-day 'is the Bgme that it

was yesterday. - Nothing has 'been exhauste
is yet in its cradle ;gliteratute is to be|wr
poetry has scarcely ghanted its first song.

] ;" science
itten ; and
The per-

petual admonition of nature to us is, “ Thd world is

new, ungried. - Do %ot believe the past.

Latin and English poétry ging us evdr t

I give you
¢ ]

he praises

of nature, and yet pgetry has hitherto conversed with

nothing of the hand me'e things of ‘natute.
has not|seen and f,e.§ for himself. Alllis
cribed, %lmost unatt¢mpted. :The man who

~ only the surface -of things. [Its:chants|reveal to us

The poet
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stands on
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nature and its laws, fife and its deeds, the world and tf
its events. T ’ . ' be
And not ofjly musf the scholar feel his right, but he te
~ must, claim and exérgise it. He must assert and main- n¢
‘tain his spiritual indppendence; feel that he is a new lig
man, and that the World into which he comes is not he
foreclosed ; is not imortgaged to the opinions and -
usages iof Europe, Alsia, or Egypt. Every man, as to r
his spifitual indeperfdence, ¢omes into a mew world, g
- and maly roam as {reply over:it, as if he wdre the first m
i~ born of! time. Every iman is an Adam in the Garden, -
1 and may summon all} creatures before hirrﬂ' distribute th
them into their.clagses, and;igive them their names. L
No ope: isibound tof follow hhe classifications, or to la
adopt the names gi-v{’%n by hisipredecessdrs| Creation P
18 born| anew with fevery néw-born soul and each tl
new-born soul may Hear the sons of the mofning sing- tl
ing with joy over § new created world. In plain n
. terms; the whole fig]fl of thoiight and ag¢tionsare open R L
. “to the scholar, and’ he myst) to avail himself of his 0
resources, feel,that He combslinto the world as free as R
| the first. born ¥ gn ;. that ‘he ﬁs bound Hy nonk of the t)
[ opinions, or ,]ﬂsa'g'eé} of those who hpve preceded e
. him ; that hd h: right td read all natupe with his d



n. - 1839] - American Literature. . . - 3

d tife sea~shore, or who'rambles.in the woods, seems to

' ~ ‘be the first man that ever stood on-the shore, or en-

1e tered a grove, his sensatigns and his world are so

- novel and strange, Nature still awaits her poet, and .

W listens to catch the strains of the voice that shall sing

2t hér praiseés worthily. . . - '

id < Civil history'is yet open to the labors of the scholar.

to The past shall wear a new aspect as each new man of

d, genius looks upon it. Since Niebuhr and Wolf, Ro-

st’ man and Greek history have been written angw. May

n, not a new Niebuhr and Wolf be needed to \re-write

te them ? Is the story told, and its lesson fixed forever? .

'S, Let a man of. genius pronounce the name of the Pe- |
to lasgi, of Athens, of, the Etrurian, of the Roman peo-

n pple, and under what new aspect do we instantly behold

ch  them. Are there not still’ new ‘aspects under which

g~ they may be seen 7 Who can say what\ghall be the

n new aspect under which the next man of genius shall

en "reveal them,? As jn poetry apd history,so in-all

s othér departments. There are 'few masters'or none."

as " Religion is yet to be settled on its fast foundations in -

he the breast of man; and politics, and philosophyy 'axld

ed letters, and art. As yet, we have nothing but ten-

118 o . dency- and. inflication. - S \

d, i . Such are the resources and .the subject of the

) » ‘ scholar. The world is hig ; but he must possess it, by

as putting himself into harmony with the constitution, of .

it ’ things.: He must- be a solitary, laborious, modest, .
ce : charitable soul. He must embrace solitude as a bride. - S
nd He must have his glees and his,glooms alone. His - *~ /*
3r- ) .~ own estimate must be measure enough ; his own praise
is .reward enough for him. We live in:the sun and on '
ou ‘the surface of things,— 2 thin, plausible,” saperficial 2

% existence, and talk of muse and prophet, of art and.
les ! _creation.. - But out of our shallow and frivolous way
ith of life how can greatness ever grow? We must go
us ‘and be dumb; sit with our hands on our moluths a
yet . long;Pyth‘agdi‘ean lustrum ; livetin corners, and do
38- chares, and suffer, and weep, and drudge, with eyes
on : and hearts that love the Lordﬁr silence, seclusion,
‘ /
N /
. /
/ ‘
/ .
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austbnt lerce deep into the grandem and secret of of
~our bein Il)and so diving, bririg up out of seoular dark- hig]
ness the sublinities: of. the moril constitution.. How . and
i mean to\go blazing,la . gaudy bytterfly, in fashxonable ' duce
. . or pelitical saloonsj the fool df somety, the fool of this
notoneti a topic for! newspapers, a piece of| the street, Am
. and forfgiting the rehl prerogative of the fsset coat, of 1
the prl’j'acy, and " the true ‘and Warm heart of the M
eitizen ® % and
But we give it up. We cannot® analyze ne of Mr. of
EmersorT 8 dlscoursgs He Hardly ever hag a leading the
thought,! to Whlch all the parts of his disgcourse are ten
- subordinate, whlch iis ‘clearly stated, systemetxeal]y : duc
drawn out, and logically enforced. Helis a poet. - tha
. rather thdn wphllbs ipher, — and notﬂalwavﬁ true even att
to the laws' of- poeti' JHe must be read' not for-a inc
work of art, Which shall be perfect as a whadle, but for ths
* the exqul\sﬂ:e beautyﬂ of its details ; not foy any new in-
or ‘striking phllosopﬁlcal viels, but- for mcidental re- - , inf
marks, fr!equenf apHorisms, valuable hmts} rich and .
, original imagery and illustration., In all his produc- sel
. tions, the deco ations strike us fnore than the temple - the
: itself, dn shr le evidently surpasses the god. ou
Nevertheless, e always selects an important toplc for sa;
his discourses, -land gfurnishes us subject‘% which’ well | wl
deserve our.con 81de ation. This is- somethin tic
~ In reading 'Mzr. Emerson’s vaiious produdtions, and. . fin
in listening to. lus legtures, we obtain|the ?mpresswn de
that he thinks very ;‘eanly of the past achieyements of th
o the human mind.: Np poet according to hish has ever we
yet seen the sea-shexg, or entered a grove;-and nobody ou
but himself has eVegheard, the “ wild geese scream.” ge
As it réggrds Atherigan scholars, they have done noth- - \ .an
\ing to re(meem the plgdges we made the world, when us
we.. adopt’d free- ingtitutions. .American therature .m
can scarcely be' sztgd to have a being. . Not' that - m
© weé- want imen whok write -very clever bboks, and fil
. make commendable kverses which*fil up the corner . or
of a newspaper w1t§v much respectability, and-look fe
very decent in 4 sc ap-book or lady’s. album but p!
al
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of the hlghel hterature, Wthh addresses itself to the
higher faculties offthe soul,’ and is the out-speaking
and the embodyment of the nat10na1 life, e have pro-
duced nothing worth naming. And worse than all
this, we seem to have no adequate conceptlon of what
American literature should be, and, what it is cappble
of becoming. Why is this, and what is the remedy ?

‘This is' the question which i§ laboring in his mind,
and which he appears to be striving: to angwer. One
of the chief causes, he thinks, is eur -want of faith in
-the intellect.. Wanting faith in the intellect, we at-
_tempt no great intellectual effort, and. therefore pro-
- duce nothing intellectually great. We have no faith
that great things may be done, and therefore do not
attempt to do great things. The remedy here is to
increase and confirm our faith in the intellect, to learn
that the intellectual power, which develops itself \x&}th-
_in-us, is the power that made the world, and therefore
. 1nfinite and inexhaustible.

Another cause is our want.of conﬁdence in our-

: selves. - We regard ourselves-as born'in the dotage of
the world, and gut of work; exdept fo. treasure up in
our memoues, and mimic. as,we may in our lives, the
_sayings and doings of the gl,ants, who lived long ago,

- when the world was in its prime, Genius has novoca- .
tioni ; poesy has sung her swan-songe, philosoply is -

ﬁmshed the sciénces are completed ; creeds are all
determmed opinions made up; miracleg ended, |an

* the. book of prophecy is closed. Sad eatulesi are
we ! — born long ages too late, after all the work cut -

out by the Almighty for thought, fancys,imagination,
genius, is completed! We- are doomed to tdleness,

- and by idleness to imbecility. The spiritual nature is

useless,"and must.be discharged. ‘We sink our hu-

.- manity, - and become\.mele prudent, calculating \a

" mals ;. content to labor fora little worldly Weﬁltil to

* fill the belly or clothe the back; to flutter in a saloon,
or to catch a breath of empty applause from.brainless

- fellow mortals ; to be ‘complaisant gnd decorous ; to

provide for a commendable funeral, a showy cofﬁnj' B

and a respectable tombstone. 2

17
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i1, we must eease to lpok back to

‘Jearn whigt has been} around to learn what is, and must
intd| qurselves $o learn what we are, and what we
+ " can do." | Man is-mgpn to-daly as much as he wasssix.
: thousand years agol; and every man is born with all
.that constitutes a nian, with as rich endowmnents, and
. as creative % geniug) in this age or country'as.in any
past were great, were Heroes. Be

other. . Menlin thd | ‘
it so. - Men-in the present are alsd men, nd may be
. great, may be heroep, if* they .will but act;

To refnedy this.e

| , ut the di-
~ - vinity that is slumbgring in them, . Our senses are as
- " acute, our minds asjpenetrating, our bodies s finely -
- -m.ould'edl)and;,as_ firthly knit, our:limbs as'active and
N . as vigorbus, and ouf souls as capable of swelling with
CP %"Jnoblg thpughts, with +rich affections, and’ t’f .burning

5

with asipure, as freg, and intense a love for.the {rue,

the beattiful, and the good, as theirs who lived in the .

past, and béfore whdse shadows we prostrate ourselves

with ‘such servile devotion. = Nature is ever remewed, .
and is ds. fresh noW, as wh¢n beheld by |the divine

" bards o}s old ; j}\’d@ s'as open and as beautiful .to;us,

~ - agit was to'them. .- We stand as near to G od as did

" ! the prophets, Wlo hs

T

d ¢ open vision” and|conversed
: } with him'face tq'fige; and we may be ‘inspired, illu-

| mi»n@z_te_(} by his spirif, asiwell as they were. | The whole
spiritual world is.oirs. Truth, beauty, goodness, are .
not monopolized, foyetlosed. God-has noy disinher-
| y man has

ited us, por left ‘us{no_employmeng. Eve
an indefeasible right to the Universe, and miy labor in
“what part of|it-he pleases ; in work which- corhmends
 itself tp his thste ahd genius ; and be his own produ- -
~cery and in-his ow i way too.  He need labor where
"others have laboreds and be their imitators,not unless

it be his choice.” He may whistle his own| tune, and -

- sing hisjown S_ng'.-« Nobody has the right tp-insist on
- his obliglation to ,imétate the tone or gestureg of others. -

 pitch his vdice to his-own key, and: modulate

it to his /f()an ear. Rlatc
. ‘phized ;/let who WillgphiIOsophi-zp also, and be a Plato,
a Bacon, a 7-Cous’iq§'ndtgby imitating them, but by .
Nl A !

’ \:m]‘ \ -—) _ l

Plato, Bacon, Cousin, haye philoso-
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claiming and majniaining that right to philosophize .
for oneself, which they claimed. . We mustiassert our
spiritual independency, or never shall our minds act
‘freely, and show forth the diginé stuff they are ‘made
"of. And without fre‘e,‘stror%g',' ‘and varied action, no.. = .
living, literaturé; no original creations ;' no works of :
art, worthy of -the age, of the country, of man. , |
- This may be true, if understood in strict reference
to literature, and what. are 'usually considered the
higher walks of art and sc-ienc’;ei;albht we are not disk
‘posed to regard the American mind as strikingly defi- °
ciént in originality and independence.. "We: doubt if .
“there evér wag a country in which the people had more -
._ “faith-in: the intellect, br less of servility to- the mind |
.| 6f other, ages-or other codntries. , We may not be -,
.~ ready at once to adopt every new notion or fiew doc=
trine, which may be set forth in metaphysics, theology, =
~ smorals, esthetics ; but we are'by no means backward
*in' considering and adopting'é?eqything, which prom-
_ises to be an'improvement in agriculture, manufactures,
the mechanic arts, commeérce; and navigatiio'n-l In
| these matters we dre not wantihg in faith in intellect, .
nor ‘are we sldves to routine, to established usage, -

" - tofixed opinions, ta the teachings of other ages, other .
-countries, othér men.” We .create for ours'gélves‘l"anf
' our creations are by no means despicable. The Amer- -

+ .ican ship is not a servile copy of: a foreign 'model.
" The Yankee exercises his owh original genius in its
" construction ; 'and -he mans.and works.itfin hisi.own
" way.  The Patent Office may bear witness-that we are
_, cunning to seek out many inventions. Our political -
" institutions .can hardly be termed. a copy; a tradition,
" areminiscence. They are original. In whatever direc- ' .
* tion the American mind is turned, it i3 self-confiding,’
~ original; creative.' Hitherto it:has been turned almost
" exclusively in a material direction ; ‘to the realization
of 'p_ror%pe'ss' in onr external condition; not tothe real-

‘ization of ‘progress in the moral,and intellectual sci- - - ‘i
ences. - With us, genius has come forth into practical
life ; instead of the marble statue, it gives us’the ship ;
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f01 alplcture, it gl es us: a mule or Jennéy, for sys-

_ tefns pf met; phy31s and ethics,, it gives us railroads,
canal§, and %team Joats ; for the novel or the'poem,|it
furnist es -us with jan improved system of legislation,

‘ por, and universal educatlon, and

diliving literature, it creates an ele~

for ani el vat.', " q
- vated: a{d livh
clmst@r nd the un1ers1ty, and creates in the ship- yard
and the. smithy,reasbnson’change, and sings in the mu-
©sic of the axe,- the hmmer, and the loom, giving dignjty
“to labpr and the engpire of the world to the laborerl ‘
- .Shall We complajn of thls 7 - Is this all low utilita-
1 ? Why jsit thatiour nlmds have been carried,
- away in. an oufwaid . direction? In this world there
_ is a reason, and sually a pretty. good reason, for
‘whatqve id. ' Not} Hing-is arbitrary, or- ‘the productlon
of blind, chance - It'is not by accident that aip ople
at.a glyan epoch n"- wholly intent on improving its

outward condition, §l engrossedi in useftl labors }. and
at anc}t er ep(z{z' _efually intent on spiritual progress,
- and @éngrossediiwi 1 the embellishments of life. | It is

trug hat we: ‘1 '

? not as it concerns high literary
matte;rs, tha ﬁul

th, in intellect which maybe desir-
able ;| and 1t is' itr" that in such matters, we d end ’
too mprchon the taste, criticism, and opinions of o Eers ;o
’ 'Butwhi then 2. - m first and .most urgent “Wwork in
this country’ Wasngt the creatlon of an original liter-

ng pgople. Genius has come out of the . |

ature: . Give the w',ole American people that peguliar -
b ora-

"self-trust and- faith in intellect, called for in the ora-
tion hefore us,.and very man, woman, and child would"
be so ring intb.the Fegions of ideas, or seeking 1§vam ;
\a pathway thrmugh{vh@ wilds of imagination ; the use-:
. ful arts would be neglected; the fields would lie fal-
low 3 |commerce 'wold langﬁush manufactures would
fail ;| silence 'would, reign ip the’ ‘workshéps 3 and -
nake ness and | star( ation co/elr the Iand. Natule or-

dains| that we provifle: for the body, before we pnov1de

for the soul;. thatl we obtain those things. without =

which life is not
embelhshments

,‘oss1b1e, before we attempt hfe s

L
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We have a few misgivings about the propriety of
- this declamation, in which some of our scholars are
. beginning to indulge,. against the utilitarian pursuits
. of our age and 'country. We are-not quite sure but
' we ought to be very thankful for these pursnits. Per-
_ haps  this' business ‘world on which the ‘scholar looks ' -
down, is fulfilling 2 higher mission than’it oy the-scholar
~dreams |of. We can hardly persuade ourselves; that
the young man, who has no means of living but by his
| daily labor, can be applauded for neglecting all useful
“labor and devoting his whole time to playing: the flute
- or the fiddle. “Why not? Music is one of the. fine
“! arts, ahd to play the flute or the fiddle well is an ele- -
| gant acc01npl'i_s'l1meh‘t«';\;and wHy notthen applaud the .
" young man wholdevotes himself toeit at the expense of
_ his wordly fortunes 7~ What is true of “individupls, is
*true of nations. Let a'nation providefot its physical
.~ well-being, laf it provide for the easy subsistence of
" all its citizens, before. 1t takes itself to fiddling or \
" " flute-playing. - - e o
+ We commenced in this counfry poor; we had, little
beside our hapds, our ‘wits, and our self-confidence. -
‘We had. a savage world to: subdue, and by ourlgbors
a wilderness to convert into a fruitful field. . We had~_ -
‘this to do also for the whole pegple. .In the old world - . |
~the mass-of the people are drudges, and we knownot'
- but always must be 'drudges. There ta/ favored few -.
.| may study life’s embe_llishnients,_becau's/é-;,t G dr,ud?"ges_ ‘
" "are at hand, to furnish 'themiiwith suljsisténce. :But
' here, all must be drudges or none; so/long a drudg-: -
‘ery,.is .necessary, 'all- must drudge /and ‘when a part|
enter into ‘the paths of elegant litérature, the mass' y
must-enter. - If at any previous epgch in’ ur-historys, -,
‘a_number of our people sufficietitly large to secure suc~
cess had engaged solely.in litergry pursuits,-and la-'
- bored exclusively for progress in the spiritual order,
| they must haveimposed an extid amount of drudgery on
« the rest; for scholars, all spiritual as .they -would
have s believe them, have bodjes .and stomachs, and
* requiré food and raiment, as well as the drudges them-~.
voL. I Ne. L. ' L2 L
. -

1 .
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: selvl S, and i in géng . al of asomewh‘at superlor sort-£0o ;
they wo‘ 1d have eStablished -a literary caste, which,
iste, s no better than a sacerdotal caste,
. dnnded the community by a broad
al’xd[dls mct litie i ito two classes, of whléh one would
have been rbgarc{e as: altoigether superiorito the other.
ThﬁL\sc olars: woulil have constituted a nobility ; they
, ‘

would Have glor:ﬁ ¢d themselves,—boasted the dignity
fand, speaking to the mind and pas-
peo 'e, they would. have had all things " -

i owr:jway The drudges, marking
pare t -ease of the scholars, their

- lgi class, a ixpehor order of bemgs s—and in-
; they would have. looked upon themsglvgs as a
3doomed; race, lym' under the curse of God, bound to

Ca

. -the .ldus they cultivated, and fated to- llve and die
.merg; begsts of buren. | wa this would have been at

-war| with theimigsion of: this  country. A literary
‘cldsp, as such; e“‘féannqk tolerate. They who call for
a hﬁer_ry claﬁs}, ind labor. dxhgently to Qreaf
“.were they notplm" otent, should be regarded ias our:
worst enemies... Here, ho man can/safely be exempted
_.from. the ordinary duties of practidal life. The scholar

'._ {

the drudgety: - 'k % AT
" We, confeds,. i refore, that« we are begmmng,

late, to look favor bly-on the blisiness habits of qur |

- cou trymen-,t--:\a‘n}]ﬂ tg) eclaim lesy and less against their
| “propensities. Jt.is, in - fact, a veal -
: 'to God, that our whole popula/uon
way. in'a mat/emal direction, en aged

E'n of material wealth. - |Nof that
'\ jportant, not ‘that rogreLs in the

ot in thed,ast degree desirable and
1mp,era ive; but hecause it. ig'as desirable and as im-
perative in: 'the cafe of all mén, as in the case of a
id\becausgit.can be possible in the case of all
- men, only p the‘ condition that all men be plat:ed in

I

e jone,

o must be -a :man’ d busmess, and: do his own share of' f/ .

L

o
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~such/ circum.s-tanees/ as to their physical wants, that
with moderate labof they can obtain a respectable sub- | s
.+ sigtence. ‘.It‘wap/éhgcessary then in the first instance, oy
t¢ cut. down and/¢lear away the eternal forest, to break |
“the stubborn g be, and convert thertlbarren-ﬁeld into a
‘garden, to build up our manpfactures, to extend and .
/ perfect our commérce, and sojto augment and distrib-
. ",/ ute thed wedlth of the countyy, that all our citizens
~ " should have the requisite independence and leisurefor -
~+ 7 the-cultivation of their minds. “And this could not -,
- } have be¢n'doné, had not our whole people been carried
/1. away ip a materipl direction.. o - T T
Tt 1/8 daid, that the whole nation has been absorbed’ . b
" in the pursuit-of wealth. We admit ‘it, andhrejoice |
_ that it has been so. It is'a proof of the unmity of our 1
 national life; that we-all moye together, feel the pul-' ~
sations of one heart, and e'n'gag"e as oné man in what-
| ever.is‘thework for the momlent,  Itisalsoa proofthat .
1" we are‘an earnes{ race, and that what we attempt, we
| attempt with bur whole heart ; that we throw: oup whole
- being into ouy work, and live and move-but init.and.
- . for it. !Thig-is .2 noble trait of _chardcter. It jis:full
¢ . of promise.; I assures us- that 'whatever the nation. |
¢ undertakes; it shall accomplish; that whenif has pro- = o

" vided for the most pressing wants.of the body; and S
turned its attention to the creation of a .i-}i,iie‘ra’t.u‘lLe;;yjt |
" shall bend itls WhOIe‘soul.'tq“{t,’; and create a literature
, which shall deserve. and receive the wor}d’s;;?aﬁdmira;ﬁ, N
' tion. . ‘The very intensity with whichi we pursue wealth-
is full of hope. ;It proves that the pursuit of wealih
", can be-jonly a'temporary pursyit, that we must soon sat-
. isfy our material wants, and be ready to-engage with
similar ififenseness in provi ing' for the wants of the
soul. ..o - S e
'y . The putsuit. of wealth, w are told again, is a low, .
- . degrading ,pux_‘-suit‘,pro'(':eedi‘gfr.qma;mean" and -dordid
: ambition. . It-can in no sefise compare with the elegant
and - ennobling -pursuit of letters. The business-man;, .
counting dollars” and cents, and balancing his losses
and gains, is a low.and ‘servhg ‘being .compared ‘with

,‘E i

B S

r
]

i
.

. R
;




.. Aperican Literature. -~ - [Jan.

| tliefsj{:hol‘ar;’wh'c}s'e} oul is unbound, whose thbughts are

free to

oami'1 overithe universe} to commune with all
; Tisg ‘to close intimacy with the * first
1f.7 . % The scholar is thefavorite of

‘ ‘Heé:jen' and Earthj the excellenoy of his country, the

_happlj_e;é ‘of ,men. “#His duties -lead him-: directly into

_,the '

jm

oly pround, fwhere other men’s aspirations only -
oly ground; | _ p y

18 sugcesBes are occasions of the purest joy -

n. Eyes s he to the blind ; feet is he to the

" lame.’ I'Is there nq  optidal illusion? in all this'?, Is
P

there

~ dignity of literat,
-pendence? - Is th

. b"een
sion

L of husingss ? Is thi;
the,]i{?r ry world w

R “\\arbuqi,gd‘é:thfef brows of

and wh

- " has'n

busin
hB_l"o'il
- ancie
» "t-l'lf.i'tfi
"~ his 1

not hére; in} this estimate -of the comparative -
' ite: and ;business; no want of inde-
¢re no:slavishness to what we have,
taught,—to the mind of the past?  What ‘oceca-
is there for the men of letters.to-scorn the men
s business world as contemptible as
ould fain make us believe 2 Genius
‘weave.a garland of fadeless flowers
vs ofanicient heroism, and later chivalry,
- shoulditihesitate to do the same for modern
ess, sificé thefe is many a merchant inoved by as.
»and chlv%xl fic aspirations, as ever moved an -
nt. hero-or. @ mjodern knight?,; We often suppose .
}19 meychant 18- moved by merelove of gain, that.

t hesitated't

#l
(3
gl

pling. ‘motive fk-avarice ; but we are greatly mis-

; taken} i'The merehpnt fits out-his ships with as lofty
.

fdelings; as those!

forth:
loves

- thiya
"~ busin

sewith which '.ahirancienti mona«rch‘lgd'
'hisiarmed\‘f i‘ldwers to ’make Canue'sts.% He |
excitementy @né hés' a taste for the adyenturous;

reat:- and id ve man is ign- him ; the 'soul of the
ri¢ knight:is 4n hims and it is only in immense
sscalculdtigns and - business. jenterprises, that

and h .lo.l{(g’s.-sft;o?gpt;%-a" conspicudus: part in great events.

the spirit of [tl_i’-e{ age aHows him to act out what:is in

rich:“ argosies,’’ a

It 'is ‘ndt- the ‘littleness, but’ the ‘greatness, of
thim to .cover the ocean with his
il toilay every clime under ‘contri-

bution. | Now we ‘agk,. whetein is this-'mé’rchaﬁt-priHCe

less ﬂ

onorable, lesy glorious, than the warrior-prince,
df letters love to cluster, and whom

W
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" they conspire to deify? | His engerprises are infinitely
more serviceablé to--;Human‘ity.!! ' Lo
In all ages of the world, husiness pursuits have .~ * =
~ been regarded ‘as.ignoble. K ng ant military chief- =~ = -
tajns, tyrants and “ man-killefs}* royal” and noble ‘
. huhters, have passed:for the representatives of Grod
. - onearth; while the honest laborer has been accounted
- low and vulgar, a' menial, a sldve. Is not this. con-
. tempt, which men pf'letters cast on the men of busi- - -~
| ness, a tradition of ‘the old contempt wi:}h which-they = .
.+ " looked upon all useful labor ? [Is it not a/reminiscence
. of ‘the times when all useful labor was perforined by
. slaves, or by the ighorant'and yulgar; and when the . |
' % better sqrt ” lived in idleness|and luxury, orengaged.
~ onlylin war or “manly sﬁorfs’!” f 50, the business world ',
‘has not yet sutceeded in rendering labor perfectly - S
hoporable. The patent of it '1t6bility bears ‘a too L
recent date; the scholar remembers the time when it ' '
~ was plebeian and'éa"cc'ounftéd._y‘i'_e.f ~But does the schol-
! ar{'well fo remember 'this?' Has hea right.to look .
| down on the man of businéss? and is he aiding the
i+ i cause of Humanity by sowing dissensions between -
~ “those.who labor to accuimulate wealth for the bodyy”
and those who are'seeking to|create “wealth’ for {the
soul ? !The$cholar, in. fact,|ought to, be, chary ‘of '
producing a di-s_gu,st, a loathing foy the 1p'r-ac’cica‘l: duties
- _of -life, or of ‘undervaluing 'those pursuits ’W-i’thout‘
“which - society and: life must fail, or “wors¢ than fail.- |
|'  Instead™of regarding the material improvements of - |
. "1 society, efforts to perfect polidical‘ institutions, and to | - °
' . increase the physical comforts of the people, as low, '
|- .sordid, mercenary, he shoul " elevate them to . the e
"~ -rank of liberal "putrsuits.; His 'mission is to emnne-- @ . /
" ble business, and to make ldru lgery the path to honor, . e
as it is t§ independence.  He may, and he should,: - -,
- point out'the abuses info which the business world . T
. fallg,— the 'errors it commits, — the low standard of
morals it gddopts; but he should also seek jo combine
. business with literature, — as'we would pl-actice with o
+ -theory, —and make it felt to be not beneath the dig- -~ =

e ¢ N
R o .
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nity'léf the most lgarned man, the most accomphshed
schojar, to. enter, t"he arena of politics, to cultivate a
- farm, to manage shop, - to. engage in manufactures,
’ mbmmerCe “The busmess world doubtless has its

_ eyro 8§ its morah y- is of too low an'order; its aims
are not hxgh enough ; Iany of its practices are inju- -

. rious to socwty l?an y of its members are purely sel-
fishy and fallifar Helow the standard of even its own
| morJh-- its, p@h"'ics are .short-sighted' and selfish,
‘- deficient tn enla{g'd views and true _policy ;, but never-
- theless| the 'mor’e;closaly we examine:it, the Inore we

!

1 . altl it—s‘ibé 3.

~ _the. mls]sxon it is’ flﬁlhn :
 Moreover, we bglieve the charge brought agamst the
~ American people,g of being exclusively devoted to -
' : ettmg, off belng gr‘eat lovers of mone&, is
altogether too swe pmg 'IheAmerfca'npqople are far;
- from »beu;ég supreme lovers of money. ~They
to hoard:’ Not a native born miser
can be met wit " - our: whole country. .| We pursue
“wealth ;indeed ;. o:‘a great extent, but not_as ah end.
We pu 'sue it 0’ for its own s’ake, but aswfneans, -
IS¢ We - cr@ve independence and * would possess
what| wealth alorie; can purchase.. The majdrlty start
in life poor, obhge to dépend on thelr own exertions
' means of Jiyi ing. - They are-obliged,for p time
g fle “hard ; .they are made to ‘feel the
t e mconvemenmes of poverty; the
" cons: de"atmn; m! ence, ease, and pleasures of \which -
itde ri){és thetn;* nd they seekw1{pgreat earnegtness,
\by all the meanb _ thelr power, to escape it td cease
to be.me gk hvmg and toxlmg but'for the hu-
nimal ; fo g ;-’ n independence, and a position by
1 they, can; tgke rank as'men amongst meh, and
actaus fuLand respectable part in thé affairs of society.
What: is tlt rein thgs to blame? The end is surely hon~
orable andlelevated; and the most we can say.ig, that
‘the _eans | d()pted'r re not-the most approprlate or that
v fOx ".et th' end in the means. ~ No doubt many

$
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L axqong us continue the pulsmt of gam, long after- the .

. original reasons which induced them to adopt that
- ‘pursuit have ceased:to exist; but they d§ it'not from
-~ the mere love of money, but from thie f Tce of habit;

* from ‘the pleasure they find in-doing to- -day what they
- did-yesterday ; .from. the ex?ltement the. employment

. afforded by their busmess exercises ; and because they |
. must, in order to engoy thems&lves, 'do sometHing, and' -
- there i is nothing else they afe fitted to do.  Those,

- among us who are' most absorbed in money-getting,
~and wpo ‘acquire Wealth fastest often spend it faster

- isomething else.more than they ; do. money. = ‘'Fhere is
" nothing . miserly, sordid, mercenary in the American
| 'dlsposmonw We are fond of show and consxdemtlon,

. anxious'to be thought well of both at home an d abroad,

' of holdmg a respectable. sociak.rank,%and - f ather-

ing: ;axound/ usw the_comforts and - Qleg‘ances of cwlhzed

- life; and so:far as. wealth can idontribte. to this end,

we love. and seek it; but no:farther.” The man who '

= seems wholly absorbed in eounting dollars apd cents, -

o and balancmg his lpsses and gams, may oft close in-

spe(y’tlon be found to be moved by an hoporible ambi~

t1 on, and, to be' contrlbutm not a little to the means |
li g

moral an lntelle tual progress AR

ThlS general . and absorbing ‘pursuit, of Wealth
-which seems so0 low and mednto the man of léttg:rs,

' is, moreover, essen,tual to the e:xxstence and; success f
" the scholar. A poor pe0ple, people sunk in th

depths of poverty, alli of whose” thofughts and exer~ L

. tions are needed to”. galn a niere subs1stence for:the
human animal, can never be .expected to contribute
anything to ' the cause of letters. Men must be
taught to read, -and have leigure to read and’ rpﬁect,

‘before they can either become’scholars or the. audience
of- scholars. ThlS 1nst1uct10n land his -leisure can be .
obtained only on.the condltlon that\\%ere be a certain -
mdependence as to the’means Lf livin The sc¢holar
cannot be far ni advance of hlLS countryxinen, at least

. not far 1n adVance of the

'm\f

lass| to Whlch he ad- .

" than they acquire: it, proving - thus that they value

=




. the country’ for séholars & consult on]y the tastes of
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- dreés«is hlmse\lf gHe never appears alone. may
surpags - his'brethien ; but.there will be always many

St

~ near Him; who rdach the goal almost as soon- as h
He must have co&lpetltOrs He mﬁst have an audi-
ence, : pubhc This.is always an jndispensable con-

- ditipn|of- his: ex1sgtenéél. Give the laudience, apd the
y -spegk r will presgnt himself ; ‘the hbhc, and the phi--
. losapher will: brl i) fl)rth has theonés, the scholar un-
foldl his treasuresj .
: K%O_ {m this' cof‘-'ntry the Whole peoplaf must const1~
tute| the audlenc% the pubho " The 'scholar, here must

speak 1 ot to a cligue, a ‘eoterie, but to the entire na-
tion, |The first thing to.be done; then, is to make the
whole natien" a ¢ fit- audience.”,  To talk of a “fit
- audienpe though -lew,” betrays an,' tire ignorance of

_the hg¢ and ‘the cpuntry. . This is-neither the age nor .

- schalars, and to- sddréss themsefyes only to a literary .~
L i He Who;‘WouId be an Ametlcan scholar must_ -
address hxmsqaff to . the whole Ametlcan people ; and
" his“owp atta1 Te;ts cannot far outrun the capacity of .

the m ony ehend and reh%sh ‘his speeeh. It .
~follgw ﬂ‘om tmi_s,-;' Lat the first req _31te to the schol-
rar’s|supcess, in this country, is to. make the “whole
: natlbn a nation’ o%'xeaders, and to secure. to the’ gleat '
 massof the: pegple the leisure necessary to attend to ‘
the lsubjects 'on yhich ‘the scholar|discourses. The -
mere ability, to-regd, however, is not enough.: He who =
has (ivo ked all-day with his hands,| and sits down at
-=‘a-t‘igiléd«¥ ith the day’s labor, and . harassed

I about the remployment: of| the” morrow, can
hardly be expe ted ‘to ‘read - an -relish “the . pro- ,

inst- which we

. o read, in pro-

g ! he meanS' of ﬁnlversal edudation. And how;,
- without this genen_l and absdrbing devotion: to money-
gettkng,, is the general wealth of the country to be -

, ¢1ent augm"nted to allow th lexsure we have '
determ r '

ned to. be lpecessany 7. .
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4 We go stﬂi ftn'thel % we say that the general atteﬁ-
‘tion to business in this country is itself favorable to
~ the growth of mind, to moral, spiritual progtess. - We
could verify this assertion by history, were we so dis-

. posed. But ‘e ask, what can more tax the mind and

- call forth its powersI than the. pursuits of commerce? ..
Can the merchant make his caléulations, extend his . @
business-to all parts of the world, without mental ex- -
ertion? All mdustrlal em onments require ‘'more or
less of skill and science. "The'desire to become rich,
|
and qulckly rich, stlmulates 1rqproveme,nts, seeks out
in entlons, makes ‘perpetual demands on science.to
abrix e the process Ma,ny an ordlnary mechanic in
- our ety makes usé of a. science that a. Newton mlght ,
~ have been proud to own,.and exrploys a mental power | -
{ -equal to the t whmh dlscovergd he law of grawta on,

ployment Wlll be; 1V(ﬁl tao mmd to Antellept
"busmess world 15 in ho sense inferior ihgactive ix tel~
~lect to the world' of letbers ; all the dlfference is 1n the
apphcatxon | S UL
;Norf 18 Amerlcan hteratur as it is, to be condemned
" outright. - True, not much is\to be said of our régu- -
lar built books ; but we have ne spapers. Out news-
| papers are conductgd for the grea I03ss of the people,
by men who-come out, immediately from thé ;bosomr.of’
- the eoplé and "they ‘of necessity exgress ‘the sQntl- :
'ments of the]ﬁeople They constitute)therefore, in
the strictest sénse of the .word, a populax literature.
- And scattered through our n wspapels and pop'ular o
Journals, may be found niore fine writing,| more ffrue '
poetry, genuine eloquence, vigorous thought, original
..and -comprehensive viéws, than can sbe found i the o
~ classios of either France or Kngland. All‘the elements ' -

s,

_ of the soul by turns are appealed to, and 1n turn find .
- their expression ; all siubjegts are ‘discussed, and on

- all sides too; and often with a clearness’ and dtapth
-which leave little to be desned Your most ordmary
yoL. IL NO. L. . . * 3 S I
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newsp r not unfréquently throws ypu oﬁ' an essay,
that it Wﬁ)uld be. 1m¥90381ble to-. match‘_m the writings
‘ - of Addison, Steelegor Johnson. |
AT ~ The gji'eat merit and wide cnculaudn of our pews-
| papers and per10d1§als, are doubtless, fhe cause of the
meagreness of ourg“ book - htexature.- They are a
ready channél throq h which he'who’ thinks can com-
municatg his thouglits.to the public; and they there—
-+ fore Supersede the necessity, in some measure, of writ-
ing hooks.: They a%swex the most urgeént wants of the, .
~ people, ta& th people on the tobpics’ on whlch“,,
they -are| thin 1ng,s§ discuss the -subjeets in - which'
“they 'feéf« an e(hate interest ; nand; ‘thergfore _'
-lessen  the deman; for more elaborate productlons
At leagt this is: ther effect for.the moment. -Byt'in
the en they wﬂl ngcrease the demand for more elhbo-~
";rate productiens, by calling forth the zablhty nd .giv-
ing th prehmlnary mformatlon necegsary for under+
stand1 g and’ réhs ing them. The newspaper gives

ﬂmgmcan therature it A[Jan._

rd

us'a general vi f -all matters, and therefore pre-,
pares us' for a s eqi 1 view of any particular matter.

, Not toinsist thep! §n the ewspaper’ as ‘affording in-

fact a d"ﬁmtlve it Tatme, fve cannot | fail taq peroelve

that it |mlust-e d,mécxeatmg a taste for hterature, in’

prepar'n >a, {; eraturé ; in leading: dnectly to its crea-

tion; anfl thit so lgng as we sustain if, we.can by no’

, means be said to.bé doing notl}ung for htelatux e .

- .. ‘It may be alleg'd that 01] :néwspaper - literature,

whatever its- excell_nce, is so| scattered, so mixed up
“with what . is;impire and n xmus; and withal preq
_sented i 80 fri ﬁl _r_‘nd perishing ia form, that it can
Eelther be made. ‘aj allable nor preserved. ‘But it 1s
preserved ; perha dnot on the shelves of the student’s

» .. libraryj ‘but in ‘the l%iarts and mtellect$ of the people H

in the actxons it 'prdmnpts, and in the public measures,

the ad¢p ion of whl h it secures. - And this is enough

" to the popular mmd and corsti- .

tutes ' =m\wral prt of ‘the: life of the people; ‘and

a hterd, jre decomes so absorbed, can hardly be
° “said ta b »unavallale.‘ -

- i
i
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Bht assmg over all we have thus far said; admit-
’tmg all that may be urged against the, busmess pur-
suits-of our countrymeén, and’ the meagreness of Amer-
ican litérature ; We must still call in questlon the sound-
ness of ‘the. doctrlne set forth in Mr. Emerson’s
qratlon This. oration teaches us, if we underStand
- ity"that the creatlon of a literature is a thing entirely
dependent on the mdwidual will ; that a man has noth- -

- ing to do but té rise-up and say, Be there produced a
* literature that shall command the world’s homage, and ,
]x forthwith it shall be. Now in point of fact, few’ thmgsa
~are less dependent on mere will or. arbltrarmess than °
~literature. . It js the expression ‘and embodymen of,
. the natm*nal life. = Its character-is not dete;mlnedl by
I this man or ‘that, but by 'the national spirit. The. time -
1 and manner of its creation aré. deterrqmed by as neces-
I -+ sary and. invariable laws, as”the motions of the sun,
- the revolutions of the earth ‘the growth of ‘a tree, or
| the,, blowing ‘of a flower.’ ‘It is not by 'atcident that [
this man smgs and ﬂhat one. philosophizes ; that this -
e : song is sung, and this system of phllosophy is brought
o leut now- and ip this country; and ‘that another song '
" is sung and ‘ancthen system of phllosophy is broachedy . .
“-at anothier time and in- another country! ~ The thinp is S
predetermined by ‘the spirit of the age and nation,’ It -
! depended not on Homer alone. to sing. - He sung be- .
- cause his 'song was in him and-would, be uttered. The SRR
- ‘God moved, and hé ‘must. needs give'forfh his’ S
p The choxce of his subject and "the manner of '
: Ereatmg it, dependedvnot alone ‘on’ his individual will.
. It ‘was-given him by the belief in which, he had been
brought up, the education which he had received, the
i spirit, habits, bellefs, prejudices, tastes, . Ti*avmgs olf
, - the age and ‘cout try in’which he lived, or for whm
~ he sung. -Had hesbeen born”at the Court of Aug :
' tus, or of Louis XIV., he had not sung the w,;a%\ of
Achilles and prowess of Hector ; or if he had, it would -
- have been to listléss|ears. ‘His: song’ Would have taken |
. no hold; on the affectlons, ahd would have died withqut _
v’ an echo He mlght even not have been a poet at. aIl o

{
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- _T’h_is‘-ndtio;L.; which some entertain, that a national
‘ liter‘at\%re 1§ the creation of a few great men, is alto-
- gether fallacious.. Chauder, Shakspeare, and Milton,
r Pope, and Johnson are not the creators of

English-Jitergture; but they are themselves the Ccrea-
| tureg of:th-e‘ pirit-of the English nation, and of their
© . tinges. | Bacon ,'Hol@bes, and - Locke- are not the’ au-

- thors of [English phjlosophy, they are but its interpre-
- tersv - Great men do not make théir age ; they are its
. efféct. [They doubtless react on their age, and modify.
its chayacter ; but they ewe their greatness not.to their
- individuality, but tg-their harmony with their age, and
to their power of e@mbodying the spirit, the reighing .
_views of their age ahd ¢ountry.. Know the great.men of
‘a country, and you know the country ; not because the
‘great tux make it;but because they embody and in-
~gerpret itl, A great man is merely the glass which
-concentirptés the rays of greatness 'scattered threugh -
. the minds and, heaffs of the people; not the central
“sun, from; which'they. radiate. - To pbtain an elevated
Lo national ]i’tcratu“lﬁe‘,‘ it'is not necessary then to look to
. great men, or }tqs‘-cg;, for aisti-nguis_’hed ;seholars; but
_ ppeal to’ f}_&e.j'nass”wake' 'up just ‘sentiments, "
A qpickenifle%ate “thpoughts in them, anddirect ‘theit
- attention .to-Yréati and noble deeds ;|{the literature
[ - will fo}Eow -ﬁs_av-qessary consequence. |- When a na-
- tional literature haf: been quickened in the national
- ‘mind and heart, the great man is sure, to appear as its
- .organ, E  give jt.u ' '

4

jterance, form, etabodyment. Be- ‘

2

and ‘mingle. never ip the crowd, or if hemingle, never -
as ong Lo‘ [ the" crows

fore then his dppeatance is impossible. | =~ -
. We fild also-spme difficulty in adniitt ng the notion -
Jthat the jscholar “mgst be.4 solitary soul, living apart
and in himself:alo § 3 thdt he must shun the multitude

3

fl; that to him the thronged mant
1ty must be a.solitudej that he must .
‘his own thoughts, and study only
_ the mysteries. of hi§ own being.:  We have no faith in
O . this ascetic discip ne. Its tendencyis to concentrate
a the scholargiitirelyw i"th;ixf himself, to make him a‘mere
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individual, without connexions or ‘sympathies with his ' o
race ; .and to make him utter his own 1ndividual !life,

~ not the life of; the nation, much les§ the universal life

. 'of Humanity.,;, He who retires into the solitude of his

own being, in order to learn to speak, shall never fidd
. a .companion to w.hb'ml'he_ can say, "f,How\'c'h-arming s N\ -
this solitude!” He 'who disdains the people shall. = | |
“find the people 'scorning to be his audience. . He who N
~will not sympathize with the people in thejrsentiments ~ -
and passions, their joys and: sorrows; their hopes and
fears, their truths and- prejudices, their good ‘apd,bad,'
their weal 'and woe, shall gain no power over the mind

*or heart of his nation. He may prophesy,but it shall be -,

. in an unknown tongue ; he may sing, but he shall catch - ‘

" 'no echo to his song ; he may reason, but he shall find his

" arguments producing no conviction. Thisis the inflex-

"+ ible decree of God. . We can make 'the people listen to

"+ usonly sol fay as'we are one of them. ‘{';VheriAGp.d sent

* us a Redeemer, he did nqt” make him " of the seed of

. angels, but of the seed of Abraham. -iHe give hima ~* i

- | human nature, made him a partaker of flesh.and blood, -

“|.in like 'manney as those he was to redeem were par- -

ttakers of flesh and blood,| 50 that he might be touched

_ ‘with a sehse of human infidmities, sympathize with |

' our weakness, and through sympdthy redeem us: - So

" hé who would move: the people, influence them  for -

~ good or for evil, must have like passions, with them';

B - feel as they feel; crave whatithey ¢rave; and resojve  *

g “what, they resolve. . He must be their reppesentative, .
~ their impersopation.- o
He whothas no sympathies with the peo’pie‘, and who
finds himself without popular influence, may console
himself, doubtless, with the reflection that he'is wiser
~ than the people; that he is|above and in advance of

. his age; that a few choice miinds understand and'ap- ' .

\ ‘preciate him; and that a sucgeeding genération'shall
disentomb him,— posterity do him justice and dédi- . -
caté a temple to his memory) Far be it from us te .

" 1. deprive any man of such consolation as thig; but'for
~ ourselves, if we cannot sucteed.in commaridipg;to '

i
il by
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‘some extent. the. att.ntlod of bur.own age, we have no
" hope of s{ucceedmg.ette{r ‘with.a future and-more ad-
vanced age. He who is heglected by his own age, is
more likely to'be bflow his age than above it. We
. recollectinot aninstince on record of remarkable posé |
‘humous| literary farde; in opposition to the 'decision of
~ the people during the man’s life’ time. Posterlty often

reverses the.judgmeénts our own age renders in our
-favor; rarely;if ever, t Judgments rendered against
~us. We: speak not hdre of the judgments r?ndered L

by professional jud iW ut by the real, living, beating -,
heart'of, the peoplgg therefore, |notW1t standing
we have experjenced our full share of neglect, derive
‘very little;conpolatign from the hope that a coming
age will dp,us bettes uSt;ce - Alas, it is that ¢ better

Jjustice;”! we mest d ' If we have failed to inter-
- ‘ést our wn age, hﬁ% can we hope to interest the age .
to comq’! iIs t notlas\likely to be our fault as that
of the agey thag%‘ ¢ -not- reach its heart? We

e ; trao rdinary merits of those, who
not to their defects, but to

always distrust
attrlbute their ilutes
their exf e}ﬁ}‘encesi togthe fa
~vulgar Herd, andg‘to
the dge | &s advancel
and morne va,rxed intdlectupl|{howers.: are disposed
to belieye that of jodr scholary the :'%ter part may
“attribute - th the fact, that they have
* drawn: their msplra ‘ons rom books, from the past,
. froma dlique or cote eri 1e|, and not from the present, not
'from th' reélly 'h inf, moving, toxhng and. sweating,
ple jaround theim. ‘Did they
gss, did they enter mofe into the
feelings|of the people, and regaxd themselves Etrlqtly
"as of the pegple, and as setting up. for no superiority
' over. them,ithey wopld -find their success altogether
more cdmmehsurate] with (their desires, their produc-
tlons al oget er me cxedltable to themselves, and

ot that " they are above{ the
d, till

1 1R Pl
J N T
’ .
: b '
i

| and] called mto exercise greater
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. its jtime. - We cannot obtain the/oracle before the
‘Pythoness feels the God. Men phust'see and feel the
truth ‘before they can utter it.
sity upon -them, beforg they will speak or wtite, at
“least before they will speak/or write anything worth

N . ':" oL ’ ) i :
American htera‘ture | therature;zynn.ot come before

remembering.’ thelature § never to be sought as'an -

end.. We, cannot conceivé anything more ridiculous
than for thelleadmg minds of a nation to set out con-
sciously, gravely,del; erately
literature. A ‘real pational literature is always: the
spontaneous expre' ion of -the national life. As is the
‘nation so will be'its literature. ‘e‘\/Ieh, indeed, cjate‘

1F; not as an ¢nd, hutj as a means. It is never|the
%lrect object of thelr exertlorrs, but a mere - incident
| efpre they greate it| they musf feel -a craving to do

sox ething 1@ the accomphshme t of which sp aking

i

;ance 5 haunted by visions of beauty they are:burning
,to r¢falize ; their hearts must be wedded - to-a.
and’ noble cause they aré ambitious td make-. prevail,

~aAar-reaching truth they would set forth, anew mloral '-
would bring out and -

xéligious, or. social principle’ they

23

'here must be a neces-.-‘“ '

flo produce a ‘national -

helr souls must be -
strugghng for utter~

great .

maké the basis of actual life,an
which speech, the essay, the, trea
~ dispensably, necessary, before t
tional literature N

We feel a- ieep and’ absorhmg
ter of American literature ; we
scholars in, the highest and best,
“and we hall see them, for it is
. country 10 ‘produce them; but
‘because we seek them, and they
‘in consequence of any specific d
‘scribe.’ They will come when thd
-to do,'and in consequence of the
are every where struggling to perf
j eloquehtly that man speaks !

s

> fact

d to the success{ of

tige, the sz)ng are in~.
hey can cfeate a na- -

1nter‘est in thls ,-mat-.

would ‘sée American
t sense of the term ;.
n the destiny of thls |

they will :come a
will be produced n

scipline we may pre-

re 1s akwork for them

HIS words are ﬁtly

. -
S W

hat the people !
orm that work. How- n

. X
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~ chosen { his permds

re well
are app oprlate and # trlkmg

“ kindling 5 for he is §peaking
soul“is bsorbe

3 has a ¢
would commu’ 1cat d;-a try
feel, anend he would" carry

| ta‘uth for justice, foF liberty,
e etermt .
o mlghty | eant listens,
aspire tp contributey

~The scholar musth
ship sejves as-a meay
seem to us- to forgét

,a‘i

the relgmng vice of-

this.

j ( " .ﬂmmckm ther‘at'm;?.

e

-Goethe .and- Carlyle.

o

balanced ; his metaphors

his tones are sweet and
on a subject in which his
ause hegpleads, an idea hd
th he would »make men

He is speaking. out for
for. country, for God, for

; and Humgnity ppens wide her ears, and her

ust it be with all men who
1onal hteratule. e

; end to which his scholar~ ’-

; Emerson and his friends
Forgetfulness of this is
They bid

the scholar make algthlngs sxcibmdlary to himself. ‘He

must be an arinst,
art. Hi \must scorp to -cre
pel his’ geniug. to senve, to w
work itself. Al this which!]
~is false,. - and tg andy
) Phldlasdcreate b q dr the pu
Was he not- 'hau ited
soul bu;rned*I to reali

el

fs sole en

to ren

by:a 1
‘Had the old Italian masters

1s tq prodice a Work of .
ork for an end beyond the
18 demgned to dignify art’
der art impaessible. Did

rision of - beauty which his

- no end par ﬂfo}n’ i

Did Hof er smg megely that
his own vmce T 'Digd
but for; )
Cicero §
table specimensof art ?
a noble fwork of arty
-attempt to gain- an &
b work; of, art,. Al¥
. the mmds ot the hea
~ _conving ,please,'m
chants ; poem; comy
dy, weeps in & trag

eak but sf

'which ¢
d separ

"a plcture, a statu’, a ten
pieces. of anCIent

gtruct, or lennoble.
boses, a,,qmlody, laughs in a come-
'dy, gl\(es} us an oratiom, a treatlse,L =

ind above that of making pictures?

he might heat the sound of

Herodotus and Thucydides write .
the' s ke .’1 wrmng, and - Demosthenes and :
ir the purpose of producmg inimi-
\ Never yet has:there appeaxed

v te

me not from ‘the
te from that of producmg

ways' does the artist seek to affect
rts of hi hke, to move, persuade,

T'o this end he

le. In all the master-

nd mod 'n literature, we see the

*real man, filled with an

artist hasb B
idea; wed d to soe greattcause, ambitious to gam

[Jan.

ate for a purpose, to com- -

rpose of creating'a statue ?

-

e
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sorhe end Always has he found his 1n§p11at10n in his
cause;-and his success may always be. 1?easured by the' -

magmtude of that cause, and the ardor of his attach- 5

.American.scholars we shall have
poi‘tlon as the scholar weds himself
clples and becomes the 1nterprete1
‘A national literature, we have #aid, s the expression
of the nationil lifes It is the attempt to embody ‘the
‘great idea, or 1deas, bn which the nation is' founded ;

{;ut only in pro-

of Amerlcan life.

*and it proceeds from\ thé vigoroys and c__ontmued

g
%

about ‘the want .of freedom; we
* ourselves at all about htelature,

ko American prin- :

. all the senses’ of greatness, View

efforts of scholars to: reahze that id
in practxcal Tife. . The. 1de¥x of this|
democratlc freedom, the'equal rights’
man, however leained he may\ be,

individual, who does hot entertai

‘who. does nét love it, and struo'gle L

our social lnstxtut‘lons,lln our whole

pa, or those ideas,
nation is that of
s' of all men. ‘No
howevér 'great in
ed simply'as an
p this great idea, -
réalize it in all
practical life; can

 be a contributor to Amlerican ifterafure.\
“how much he. ‘may wrlte ; how rapid and extenswe e'
salf; his works may find ; how. beay tﬁfully
style they may’ be Wutten how much th_ey
praised in reviews, or admlred in sLaloons.';. th
not live and be placed among the :
They. have' no witality for ithe nation, for: they e
no great natlondl want, satlsfy no national ¢ avmg i
In-order to rear up Amerlcan scholars, a l{produce'
8 truly’ American, literature, we ‘would ngt do as the
‘author of the' oration before us, declaim agamstAmel—
“ican literature as it is, ‘agamst the servility, and want
of "ariginality and independence| of the American
mind ; nor would we impose a specific d1se1phne on
the aspirants to scholarship. We .would talk little
would not trouble
such. We would
engage heart and soul in the great American work.
We would: ‘make all the young mdh|around us see and
feel that there is here a great wrk, a glouous work,
to be done.”- We would show. the a work they can
VOL. IL NO. I 4
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db,’ and fire {them 1th the zeal and energy to do it.
We Would xe&entthem a great and kindling cause to

espoms ; Wake upm them a love for their like; ma*ke

evezy ma to. the t1ue posmon of a man, to
’the completge tuum I‘n bf the democracy, and to,

. ‘and be/a’ man.: I-.,' we can : succeed in doing this, we
" can mgke them trjye scholars, and scholars who shall
‘do ho or to' theit f,onntry, dnd add glory to Humamty
When{ our educatetl men afquue faith in- democratic -
. instititions, and ailove fon the Christian doctrine of
- the brethexhood f the human race, we ‘shall have
scholais enough,. nd a hteilratule which will disclose
to.the whole Wo?d the) per10r1ty of freedom over

slave ry _
Le%u Mr Emer“ n, let all who have the honor of
their )unn-y or 0 ttheéir rage at hgaxt turn their whole
attention to the _
the’ $h10n,bl@ “that dembgracy is Worthy of th\eu
sincerest h ma%e,- and of making them feel the Iong-
-~ ing t laborj in Jts| ennoblmg cause ; and then he and-
~ they may ceasel to%be anxious'as to theliterary results.
. It willbe becauseja man Has felt with the American
‘people; espoused ¢heir cause, bound himself to it for
life oy 'for death; time ot eternity, that he becomes.able
to ad| bh Ambglc‘a;' literature; not because hehas lived
apart, refused tg serve; soclety,” held Ione reverles,
and looked : @nks’,nsets, and sunrise. If he sp eak a -
word,. ©¢ poaterlt}y #shall ;not wﬂhngly let die,” 1t will -

\ not be’ because. hejhas prepared himself to speak, by a-

- ‘scholastic: asqeu_m, but by lovmg his countrymen
. ,and s)]mpathlth F _

.W1th th

s .

PR §

work of convmcmg the educated.and -

|




