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PREFATORY NOTE.

The follawing atticle is republished from the Boston Quarterly Review to meet the
pressing demand far it, which a needless excitement sbout it has produced.

‘Che writer of the article makes it his duty to read all that he can find written against
either him or his doctrines; but he feels under no obligations to reply. The doctrines of
the article in question huve been objected 1o, but he will aow enter into no defence of them.
He will osly say that he has seen no eriticism upon thewn, that indicates that the eritic had
even the most distant conception of the thought of his author. The majority of those who
object to the article, are respectfully cominended to the care of the instructors in our pri-
mary schools; for if’ they could read they would find that the article itself refutes most of
the objections they urge.

In regard to what is said of the hereditary descent of property, it may be well for read-
ers to bear in mind that the article contains but a brief stutement of a doctrine without any
explanations or detnils; and also that in proposing the abolition of hereditary property, it
merely does it as a prospective measure, as a measure which will ultimately be found nec-
essury o the complete eulranchisement of the proletary. T'he writer of the article recog-
nises in its (ullest extent man’s natural right to property, and he would be the last to suffer
the legislatore to interfere with any of the natural rights of man. He advocates no wild
scheme ot a community of goeds; he holds to individual property. Within the limits of
the moral faw, he would leave every man free to do what he will with his own. But it is
an admitted principle, that a mwan’s natural right to property ceasea when he ceases 1o ex-
ist. 1In other words, man can own property only during his life. It is also an admitted
principle, that it is net oy virtue of 4 natural right thut the child inherits from the father.
Consequently, the right by which a2 man disposes of his property by a will effoctive after
his death, and by which a chiid ‘succeeds to the paternal estate, is not a natural right, but a
legal right. [t ‘exists by virtue of pusitive law, which society haa enacted. Now, the
writer of the article in question objects to this law, and contends that auother and better
law reguolating the descent of property (rom one generation to another, may be devised,
and must be before the true elevation and independence of the:laboring classes can be ef-
fected.  This point he will muke good hereafier. Al that he would say now js that he
makes na attack on the right of property, that he proposes to distarb ne man in his posses-~
sions, nor te plunder any man of aoght he hus He simply coutends that in the future
progress of the race it will be necessary to chaage the made by which property descends.
T'he change ha contends for is precisely the sutme in principle with (hat by which primo-
geniture and entail wers abolished. By contending that property should go to the state at
& man's decease, he by no meuns intends to convey the ides, that the private property of a
man on hw decease becomes public property, and muy therefore go into the public treas-
ury, or he used for public purposes. It goes to the sta‘e in point of fact no more than
now. All the writer means is, (hat the state so far tukes the control of the matter, as by a
uniform and equicable luw, to say how what has ceased to be one man’s property shall be
renppropriated, or beenme the property of another. This would in reality give the state
no more controi aver property than it now in theory claims and is admitted to have.

But however this all may be, no one can read the article withoat perceiving that the
writer would by no means propose this as a mensure for the immediate action of the com-
monity. There is a time for all things. 'I'be time for discussion is whenever the public
can be interested in the subject discussed. The time for carrying a measure into execution
is only when the public very generally demand it, when the public cdnscience cannot do
without 1t, and when it can be introduced with some prospect of its being permanent and
effective. But the writer is pleased that he has alarmed our staunch conservatives. It
will do them good, and compal them by and by to set their faces towards the future,

Boston, July 23, 1840, Q. A. B,



THE LABORING CLASSES.

Tromas CaRLYLE ¥ unquestionably ranks among the ablest writers of the
day. His acquaintance with literature seems to be almost universal, and
there is appareatly no art or science with which he isnot familiar. He
possesses an unrivalled mastery over the resources of the English tongue, a
remarkably keen insight into the mysteries of humnan nature, and a large
share of genuine poetic feeling. His works are characterized by freshnoess
and power, as well as by strangeness and singularity, and must be read with
interest, even when they cannot be with approbation.

The little work, named at the head of this article, is a fair sample of his
peculiar excellencies, and also of his peculiar defects. As a work intended
to excite attention and lead the mind to an investigation of a great subject,
it possesses no ordinary value; but as@ work intended to throw light on a
difficult question, and to afford some positive directions to to the statesman
and the philanthmpist, it is not worth much. Carlyle, like his imitators in
this country, though he declaims against-the destructives, possesses in 1o
sense a constructive genius. He is good as a demolisher, but pitiable enough
as a builder. No man sees more clearly that the present is defective und
unworthy to be retained ; he is a brave and successful warrior agaiust it,
whether reference be had to its literature, its politics; its philosophy, or its
religion ; but when the question comes up concerning what ‘ought o be,
what should take the place of what is, we regret to say, he affords us no
essential aid, scarcely 2 useful hint. He has fine spiritual instincts, has
outgrown materialism, loathes skepticism, sees clearly the absolute necessity
of faith in both God and man, and insists upon it with due sincerity and
earnestness ; but with feelings very nearly akin to despair. He doves not
appear to have found as yet = faith for himself, and his writings have almost
invariably a skeptical tendency. He has doubtless a sort of faith in God, or
an overwhelming Necessity, But we cannot perceive that he has any faith in
man or in man's efforts. Society is wrong, but he mocks at our sincerest
and best directed efforts to right it. It cannot subsist as it is;-that is clear:
but what shall be dooe to make it what it oughtto be, that he saith not. Oof
all writers we are acquainted with, he is the least satisfactory. He is dis-
satisfied with every thing himself, and he leaves his readers dissatisfied with
everything. Hopeless himself, he makes them also hopeles, especially if
they have strong social tendencies, and are hungering and thirsting 10 work
out the regeneration of their race.

Mr. Carlyle’s admirers, we presume, will demur to this criticism. We

* Chartism. By Thomas Carlyle.
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ation. The system is at war with the rights and interest of labor, and it
must go. Every friend of the system must be marked as an enemy to his
race, to his country, and especially to the laborer. No matter who he is, in
what party he is found, or what namme he hears, he is, in our judgment, no
true democrat, as he can be no true Christian.

Following the destruction of the Banks, must come that of all monopo-
lies, of all priviLEGe. There are many of these. We cannot specify them
all ; we therefore select only one, the greatest of them all, the privilege
which some have of being born rich while others are born poor. It will be
seen at once that we allude to the hereditary descent of property, an anom-
aly in our American system, which iust be removed, or the system itself
will be destroyed. We cannot now go into a discussion of this subject, but
we promise to resume it at our eurliest opportunity. We only say now,
that us we havz ubolished hereditary monarchy and hereditary nobility, we
must complete the work by abolishing hereditary property. A man shall
have ull hie honestly acquires, so long as he himself belongs to the world in
which be acquires it. But his power over his property must cease with his
life, and his property must then hecome the property of the state, to be dis-
posed of by some equitable law -for the use of the generation which tales his
place. Here'is the prineiple without any of its details, and this is the
grand legislative measure to which we Jook forward. We see no means of
elevating the laboring classes which can be effectual without this. And is
this a measure to be easily carried? Not atall. It will cost infinitely more
than it cost to abolish either hercditary monarchy or hereditary nobility. It
is a great measure, and a startling. The ricl, the business community, will
never voluntarily consent to it, and we think we know too much of Lhuman
nature to believe that it will ever be cfiected peaceably. It will be effected
ouly by the strong arm of physical force. It will come, if it ever come at
all, only at the conclusion of war, the like of which the world as yet has
never witnessed, and from which, however inevitable it may seem to the eye
of philosophy, the heart of Humanity recoils with horror.

We are not ready for this measure yet. There is much previous work to
be done, and we should be the last to bring it before the legislature. The
time, however, has come for its free and full discussion. It must be canvas-
sed in the public mind, and society prepared for acting on it. No doubt
they who broach it, and especially they who support it, will experience a due
share of contumely and abuse. I'hey will Le regarded by the part of the
comitunity they oppose, or may be thought to oppose, as  graceless varlets,”
against whom every man of substance should set his face. But this is not,
after all, a thing to dicturb a wise man, nor to deter a true man from tell-
ing hLis whole thought. He who is worthy of the name of man, speaks
what he honestly believes the interests of his race demand, and seldom dis-
quiets himself about what may be tiie consequences to himself, Men have,
for what they believed the cause of God or man, endured the dungeon, the
scaffold, the stake, the cross, and they can do it again, if need be. This
subject must be freely, boldly, and fully discussed, whatever may be the fate
of those who discuss it. Epitor.



