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Aboundmg to the chief of Smnerd 3

GRACE

o R, |
A Brief and Faitbful :

RELATION

Of the Exceeding Mércy of God in Chrift;
to his poor Servant

FOHN BUNTAN.

Wheiein is particularly fhewed, The man-
ner of his Converfion, his fight .md trouble for
Sin, his Dreadful Temptations , aifo how he
defp paired of Gods mercy, and how the Lord at
length thorow Chrift id delirer him from all
the guilt and terrour that lay upon him.

W hiereunro is added,

A brief Relacion of his Call to the ‘JVOI‘k

of the Miniftry; of his Temprations therein,
as alio wha lie hdth met wich in Prifon.

All which was writcen by his own hand |
there,and now publifhed for the fupport
of the wcak and cempeed People of God. |

Come and bear ,a!l ye that fedr God 5 and I will declars"}‘
wlmt he bath dene for my foul, Plal, 66,16, '

"LONDO N:

'Prmted by Geotge Larkm. 1 66 6
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AP REFACE:.

. Or brief Accountof the publifhi-- ™,
ing of this Work : R
" Written by the Author thereof,
and dedicated to thofe whom:
God hath counted him wor-’
> thV to beget to Yaith, by -_hIS |
Muiftry 10 the Word:  *
‘ < ™ Hildren , Grace be with
G you, Amen. T being ta-
Ea ken frome you in prefence,
and [0 viedup,that I cans
| not perforns that duty
- that from God dothlieuponme , to.
| | you-ward, for yont further edifying
- \ éﬂd""bﬁildz‘zzg up in-Faith and Holi-
ICRNN. SR wefiy &ee Ter dhad you may feeny:
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Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of The Huntington Library



“The PREFACE.

Sl hth farberly sdve anid defire «f -

ver. your [piritwal and everlafling

- welfares Inow onie again, as from
the topof Shenir and Hermon, (o from
the Lions Dens, and from the Moun-
tains ot the Leopards, (Sorg4.8.)
do look yet after you all,greatly long-
ing 1o f[ee your {afe arrival into
THE defired Haven.

I thank God upon every Remews-

brance of you, and rejoyce ever while
I flick between the Teeth of the Lions
‘in the Wildernefs, at the grace, and
mercy, and knowledge of Chrift oyr
Saviowr, which God hath beftowed
upon you, with abundance of Faith
and Love. Your hungerings and
thirflings alfo after further acquain-
tance with the Father in his Son 3
yonr tendernefs of Heart, your trem-
bling at fin, your fober and holy de-

portment alfo, before both God and
- zmen, is great refrefoment to me : for
your are my glory and joy,1Thef.2.20.

- Thave [ent you here enclofed a drop
of that honey,that I have taken ont Zf .

]
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The PREFACE.
the Carcafe of a Lyon, Judg.14.5,6,.
7,8 Lhaveeaten thereof my (elf al-

fo, and am nuch refrefbed thereby.

( Temptations when we vzeet them:-at
firft, are as the Lyon that roared up-
on Samplon : but if we overcome
thewm., thenext timewe [eethem, we
fhall finde a Neft of Honey within
them.) The Philiftians underfand
mznot. It is a Relation of the work,

of Godupon my own Soul,even from |

thevery firfl, till now s wherein you

may perceive my cafbings down, and
raifings up : for he woundeth; and:
hishands make whole. It is written>
in the Scripture, Uai.38.19. The fa.

- ther to the children fhall make

known the truth of God. 7eq, i¢
was for this reafon I lay [o long at
Sinat, (Lev.4.10,11.) to fecthe fire,
and the clond , and the darknefs,
that I might fear the Lord all the

days of my lifeupon earth, and tell -
of his wondrous works to my chil-

dren, Pfal.78.3,4,5. 2

. Mofes, Numb.33.1,2, writ Ogtb—e

A 3
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The PREFACE:
Journeyings of the children of Ifrael
fromEgypt to the tand of Canaan;

and commanded alfs , that they did

remember their forty years travel in

- the wildernefs. Thou [halt remem-
- all the way which the Lord thy God

led thee thefe forty years in the wil-

dernefs,to humble thee,and toprove -

theg,and to know what was in thine
heart , ‘whether. thou would(t keep

| his commandments or no, Dext.8,

2,3+  Whereforethis I have endea-
voured todo 5 andunot onely [o, but
2o publifb it alfos that, if Godwill,
others may be put in reurembrance of
of what be hath done for their Souls,
byreading bis work upos we. -~

Itis profitable for Chriftians to be

 oftenr calling to mind thevery begin-

yings of Grace with their Souls. Tt

- 15 a night to be much obferved to

the Liord, for bringing them out from
theland of Egypt. Thisis that night-

of the Lord to be obferved of all the:

children of Ifrael in their génerati.

. PHSQ -E.X'Qd.jl2g4.2‘ MYGOd,fdifé :
P o N s Dﬂz’jd’ L
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The PREFACE:
David ; Pfal. 42. 6. my foul is gafy
downwithinme 3 but I willzemen-

ber thee. from the.land of Jardan,

and of the ,Hermonite‘s,fro;m_'tbq:}hi’li |
Mizar.. Heremembred alfo theLyexn
and the Bear , whep he went to-fi ght |

with the Giant of Gath, 18am.17, -

N .-‘.{f‘- i;

36537,
}t WS Pauls accuﬂoz_f}ed manner,

A&s 22, and that when tried for his
"hj-/’ea A&S_’%Ar. evern to ﬂPe”.’beff’?"-"{'}-"ﬁ .
4

dges the manner of his Converflons -
He would think of that day an_d that
hour , in the which he f rﬁ' dzd seet
with Grace ; for be. foynd it [uppers
unto bim  When God had brought
the children of Hrael thorow the Red

- Sea,farinto the wilderne[ss yershey

muft turn. quite aboyt thither agajtt,
to remember the drowning of their e- |
memsics there, Num.14.25. for thaugh
they (ang bis praife:hefore yetthey

1 foon forgat bis W'ﬂ-?‘/{':’:.::tf.) fal. 10@ 2 1

‘12 IS S AR £
17 this Difeour[egfimtine, you #4)

of




 The PREFACE

of Gdd towaids e : T'think God r
van ‘Connt it much 5 for it was above
my fins, and Satanstemptations too.
I caie remember my fears,and doubs,
and fad moneths, with comfort’sthey
are s the head of Goliah in sy hand:
there was nothing to David like Go-

bahs fword , cven that Jword that

ﬂ)f‘u’ld- have beén fleathed in bisbow-
&ls s for ‘the very ficht and remenm-
brance of that, didpreach forik Gods
Deliverance to bhim. o the remenz-
brance of my great fins, of my great
emptations,and of my great fears of
perifhing for ¢ver ! They brin g frefb
?_7}_‘!;?‘1 #y mindythe remembrarice of my
gredt-belp , my great fupport frome
Hewven,and the great grace that God
exterided to fuch a Wretch 1.
My dear Children,call to mind the
ormer days , the years of ancient
tiwes s remember alfo Jonr:fongs in
the night , and éommune with. your

owr beart; Plal.73. 55657,8,9,10,1 1, -

2 T eh.,la—afk-z?*z"h‘g'gﬂﬂ' andleave no

- fornerthereininfearched, for there i, -
g R | trea-
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The PREFACE.
reafure bid,even she ¥reafure ofyolm
¥irft and [econd experience of the
race of God towaid you. Remei-
er, I fay, the Word that firftlaid
hold upor you s remcember your ter-
ours of confcience,and fear of death
nd hell : remember alfo your tears
nd prayers to Gods yea, bow you
Vighed under every hedge for gmercy.
ave you never a Hill Mizar to. e
nentber ¢ Have you forgot the Clofe,
he Milk-houfe,the Stable, the Birn,
wnd the like,where God did vifit your
onl ¢ Rementber alfp'the wWord:the
vord, T {ay,upor which the Lordhath
anfed - you to bope o If you haie fir-
red againft light, if you ave tewpred
0 blafpheme, if you are down in de-

pair,if you think God fightsagain [}

yess rewntember’twas thus with your
Father,-but out of themallthe Lord
clivejed e, 7 - :

I conld bave enlargedmuchin thie
1y-difcounr(e of my temptations and
_;Q?t{z{e: for fin,as alfo of the merciful

o 5 *or if heaven is hid from your

] éf”}df )




The PREFACE,

Rindne[s amd working of God witg
. my Soul: Tcowld alfo have fEeptintg
a flile much bigher then this in whicl
I have here difcanrfed , and conld
have adorned all things wneore theg
herc 1have feemed'todo : but Idarg.
not : God did nat play in convincing
of mes theDevildid not playin tem
pting of mey meither did 1play whet
I funk as into a bottomle[s pit, whes
- the pangs of hell caught hold upog
‘me: whercfore-I may not playinm
relating of them , but be plain ang
imple, and lay down the thing as i
was > Hethat likethit,let hine receiv
it.3 and be that doesnot, let him pra
duce a better. Farewel.

GRACGCE

bounding to the chief of Sir_me_r.s;i_

O R,
A Brief Relation -
Of the exceeding mercy of God
in Chrift, to his poor Servant

Fobn Bunyan.

Q‘i}q}*c&'@ N this my relation of the ﬁ";ci‘,éi‘fq_f '
o o > & working of God upon my Soul, it
- My dear Children, > 1 6+ willnorbe an‘gfs, iifm_theﬁrﬂ.pllgce
L. o e an; - . I do ina few wards giveyoura hine
- fli!sg Milk and Honey is beyondg: B L e e ond smamner of
. this Wildernefs : God bemergsd $4 ¢ bringing ap; that ;hci;;:by'zh:fg%dﬁ
o] : varit vou bl - nefsand bounty ofGoditowa asme,

-

not flothful to go in to-pofict®he fons of men. SR
~the Lande - © it o JE2 Fermy deicent then,it watas is well kiow. |
' , : ' Buspan. Jy'many,of a low and meons ideranle gea‘s{ﬁithm} '
S 70 o DRVJAR.. Wy fihers houfe being of that rank that is thean.

14 moft defpifed of all the familics i the

wWheyefore I Have not heve, as others , ‘oo
e £ I . o . . b om

LRI . . ,‘

L
=L
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' ; . which 1 could never he rid.  Alfo I fhould as
2 Grdce aboundmg hefe years be gieaty afflifted and troubled with
boaft of Noble blood , or of a High-born ftate aclhe thoughrs of the day of Judgement, and thar
/ cording ro che fleth : though all things confiderfioth night and day , and fthould rremble at the
‘ - ed, I magnifie the Heavenly Majefty,for that by thifhoughts of the fearful torments of Hell-fires flill
door he brought me into this worid, to pareake ¢ earing that it would be my lot to be found at laft
the Grace and Life thatis in Chrift by the Gofpel, Rmongfi thofe Devils and Hellifh Fiends , who are
3. But yer notwithilanding the meanne(s an@here.bound down with the chains and bonds of
inconfiderablenefs of my Parents,ir pleafed God tdrernal daskncfs. ) -
put irinto cheir hearr, .to putme toSchool , tfl 6. Thefe things, I fav, when 1 wasbut a childe,
Iearn bothto Read and Write; the which I alfofliid fo difirefs my doul, tharwhen in the midft of
artained, according to the rate of other poor men; y many {ports and childith vanities , amidft my
- ¢hildren, though to my fhame I con’efs, I did foodlain companions, I was ofren much caft down
Yoofe thatlittle Ilearne , and thareven almoft urind afflicted in my mind therewich; yet conld 1
terly , and thatlong before the Lord did work highor [er go my fins: yea, I was {o overcome with
gracious work of converfion tponmy Soul. efpair of life and heaven, that then I fhould often
4. Asfor my own naturallife, for the time thillwifh, either that there had beenno Hell, or that [
¥ was without God in the world, it was, indecdfhad been a Devil ; fuppofing they were onely tor-
accocding ro the courfe of chis world, and che (piflnentors ; thatif it muft needsbe, thacYindeed
fit' chat now worketh ia the children of ditobedifyent chither, I might be rather a rormentor,then.
ence : it was my delight to be taken captive by thormented my felf. Lo
Devil at bis will, bemg filled with all varighteou 7. A whileafterthefe terrible dreams did Ieave
nels 5 the which did alfo fo firongly work , an@ne which alfo1foon forgot 5 for my pleafures did
put foreh it felf, both in my hearrand life, and cha§, ui;:kly cut off the remembrance of them,asif chey
from a childe, that T had but few Equals, (efpecial@iad never been : wherefore with more greedinefs,
yconfidering my yea s, which were tender.beinghccording to the {trength of Nature, Idid flill lee
few) both for cui fing (wearing, lying and bla(phalloofe the reins to my lufts, and delighted inalt
ining the holy Name of God. : franfgreffion againt the Law of Gods fo that unul
came to the flate of marviage,Iwas the very fi?gf-
eader of all the Youth that kept me company;in-
o all manner of vice and vngodlinefs, -~ .-
'8, Yea, fuch prevalency had the lofisand frujis -
if thic flefh, in this poor Soul afmine, that had nac
‘miracle of preciousgrace prevented , 1 had-gor:

.. 3: Yea , fo feded and rooted was I in theft
things , thar thcy became as a fecond Nature g
~ mme; the which, as I alfo have with fobernefs con
.. fideréd fince, did fo offend the Lord, that even it
iny childhood he djd “fcare and affright me witl
“fearful dreams , " and did terrifié me with dreadfy

- vifionss ) For often , after Thad fpentthisand chif

- other.dayin fin, Thave in my bed begn greacly af
fiidted’, while afléep , with the apprehenfionsg
- Devils, and wicked fpirics, who'ftill , as1 the
- thought, libouied to draw me away with them

had alfo laid myfelf openeven to the firoke ofcheley
aWs , ﬁk-_l_l.i‘fh? bring fome o difgrace m&%

-

-
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4 - Graceabounding - - fo'the chief of Sinners. 3
{hdme before the face of the woild, . RreftVice, both in his houfe and amongft his neigh-
. 9. Inthefe days the thoughts of Religion will bours ; whae a {triét and holy life he lived in his
very grievousto me 3 I could neirher endure it 5 day, both in word and deed. . ' '
felf.nor thar any echer fhould : (o thar when Thav@ 132, Wherefore thele books, with chis rcla’tioz_r,-
but feeniome read in thoic books that concerne@ though they did not reach my heart to awaken it
Chriftian piety, it would be asir weiea p:ifon i@abour my fad and finful flate , yer they did beget
me.  Tuen I faid unto God, Depart from me, for I de wichin me fome defires to Religion : {othat, be-
Sire not the knowledge of thy ways, fob2t. 14,1¢. Wecaufe I knew no berer , Ifellin very eagerly with
was now void of all good confuleration; Heavelf the Religion of thetimes, to wir, togoto Church
3nd Hell were both ourof fight and minde 5 anff rwice a day, and thactoo with the foremoft , and
as for Saving and Damning, they were leaft in myff there fhould very devontly both {ay and fing as o-
thoughrs. O Lovd, thu knoweft mylife, and my walf thers did 5 yer reraining my wicked life: buc
were nast bid f-om thee. . withal, 7 was {o over-run with a fpiric of fupc:.ﬁi-
. 1o, Yer thisT well remember , rhat thoughRvion, that I adored, and thar with great devotion,
conld my felf fin with greateft delight and ealcl even all things (both the High-place,Prieft.Clerk,
and allo take pleafure inthe vilenefs of my comy Vefimenrs , Service, and what elfe) belonging to
panions; yet even then,ifI haveatany time fceff the Church 3 counting all chings holy that were
wicked things by thofe that profefled goodnefs , ilf therein conrained 5 and efpecially the Prieft and
would make my (pirit tremble.  Asonce above alff Clerk moft happy,and without doubt greacly blef-
the reft, when'1 was in my heighth of vanity , yefifed , becaufe they were the Servants , as I then
hearing oneto fwear thar was reckoned for a reliff thought, of God , and were principal in the holy
ous inan, it had fo greata ftroke upon nty {piric, off Temple, todohis work therein. .
1t made my hearcvo ake, 13. This conceit grew (o ftrong in little time
" 11 Prefently afrerthis, Tchanged my conditioff upon my fpirit,thar had 1 but (een a Prieft,(though
into a'married ftate ; and my mercy was, to ligh§ never (o fordid and debanched in his life) I thould
vpon a Wife wliofe Father was counted godly §§ find my {piric fall under him, reverence him, and
this Woman and I, though we came together aff knitunto hien 5 yea , Ithought for the lovel did
: B?or as poor might be , ( not having fo much as 4 bear unto them , ( {uppofing they weve the Mint-
Difh or Spoon betwixt us both ) yer this the haff flersof my Ged) Icould have layn down ac their
-for her pare, The Plain Mans Path-way to Heaven,andl feet,and have been trampled upon by them); thein
The Prattice of Piery, which her Father had lefr hefhName, their Garb, and Work, did (o intoxicate and
When hedied. In thefe two Books, I fhould fome§bewitch me. o
‘times redd with her , whercin I alfo fonad fom@ ; 14, After I had been thugfor fome Qﬂnﬁd?.f.ab_{‘
* thingsthar were fomewhat pleafing ro me : * (hulf time,anocher thonght came intomy mind,andthae
- albchis while I mer with no convidtion.) Shealffll was,Whether we were of the Ifraclites or no + fot
-+ Wouldbi¢ often relling of me whara godly man'h&l finding im the Scriprures that they wéreoncethe
P -%g&m;iand how he would reprove-and cofff peculiay People of God 3 thoughs 1 il Twere ag? N
e REM : N ieq ¢ . , . ,f_f"-"
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6 .. Graceaboupding: |
of this race, my Soul muit needs be happy. Now,
again, I fevud wirhin.me 3 great longing to be red
. Tolved about this quettion, but could pac rell how
I thould : aclaft, [ acked my father of ir,who rold
ine, N, we were not ¢ wherefore then Lfellia my
{piric,as 1o the hopes of thar, and (o remained.
15. Bur all this while I was not {enfible of the
danger and evil of {iny Iwaskeprt from confide-
ring that fin wou'ld damn ime ; what Religion fos
ever I followeid, inle s T wasfound in Chrify : aay,
I never thoughr of him , nor whetherthere way
onc or no. Thus mau,while blind,dofh wander;
but wearieth him elf with vanity @ for he knows
ech not the way tothe City of God, E¢clef.to.1 5.
- 16. Burone day (amongit all the Sermons eur
Parfon made) his fubjedt was to tredr of the Sab.

. ’I

bath.day, and of the evil ot breaking that ', eicher

te: { now/[wa
oticthay rock much delight in all mauner of vice,
and efpecially that was the Day that Tdid folace
my felfthecewith ) . Wherelore T fell in my cons
fciénce under hisSermon , thinking and believing
thac he made thar Sevmon on pu.pofe to fhew me

‘with labour, ipoits, orotherwi.e:

tity evil-doing 3 and at thar time I felc what guil

was, though ncver tefore, thacl can vemember;

bur then T was for the prefent greatlyloaden therve

with. and o went home when the Sermon wai -ttt 3 . -
Ith'y and G il Fefolved ibmy mind, I would goon in fin : for

ended, with a grear burden on my (piric
. 19, Thisfor that in{tant did cut the finews of m

delights, and did irahirter my former pleafures tg
me : but behold, it latted not; for before I-had
well diged, the wouble began to go off my minds,
and my heart returned ro its old cour(e:  bpt:Of
how glad was I, thacthis trouble was gone from
me, aud that the-fire was putour | Wheieford
- vwhen'T had fat sfied nature with my fooll, F-{hook
" \he$ertmon outmy mind , and to my old euftomg

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC

totke chiefof Sinners. 9
?f !i;bérts dnd gaming I rerurned with grear de-
ighe. . '
18, But the fame day , as I was in the midft of
z game atCat, and having firouck it one blow from
the hole; juttas I was about vo flrike it che fecond
time , a voice'did fuddenly dart from Heaven into
my Soul, which (aid, Wilt thou leave thy fins, and go
to Heaven 2 or have thy finsy and goro Hell 2 Ar this
I was put to an exceeding maze 5 wherefore lea-
ving my Cat ipon the ground,I looked up to Heae
ven’, and wasas if I had with the eyes of my un-
derftanding , feen the Lord Jefus looking down
upon me, as being very hotly difpleafed with me,
and as 1If he did feverely threaten me wirh (ome
grievous punifhment for thefe , and other my un-
godly prafices. ‘ ‘ ,
19. I had 10 fooner thus conceived in my mind,
bire fuddenly.rhis conclufion was fatned on my -
fpirit, {for the former hintdid fer my fins again

before my face} That I had been a great and grieveus
Sinnery and that 1t was now too too late for me-to lock,
afier He‘i

W%, for Chrift would not forgive me , nor
pavdon my travfgreffionc. Then 1fell ro mufing upon

this alfo 5 and while I was thinking onirand fear-
ing left itfhould be {o » I felt my heart finkin de-

pair, congluding it was too lare; and therefore I

houghie 1,if the cafe be thus, my ftate is furely mi-

ferable ; miferable, if Ileave my fins; and buemi-

erable, if Ifollow them: I canbut be damned 3

iid 1f it mufl be fo , I had as good be damned for

any {ins, as to be damned for few. :
20. Thus I ftoed in the midft of my play, before
1l thae then were prefent 5 but yer Irold them
Hothing : bat,I (ay, I having made this condlufion,
rerurtied to my fpoiragain; and I'well remern-
f, that prefently this kin% of defpair did fo pof*

% feis

13
1
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_ . Grace abounding -
fefsmy Soul , that T was perfwaded I could neves
wtrait to other comfort thep what I fhould get |
fin; for Heaven was gone already, fo that on tha
¥ muft nor think 3 wherefore 1 found withinme
great defire to take my fill of {in, fill fluddying
what fin wasyet to becommitred, that I migh
tatle the fweernefs of ir; and I made as much hafld
as 1 could o fill my belly withies delicates  left ]
fhould dic before Thad my defire ; for thar Ifeare
greatly. Inthefe things, I proteft before Ged,11ys
not, neither do1 feign this formof fpecch: thel

“were really, flrongly, and with all my heart, my
defives; the good Lord , whofe mevcy is unfearchabl:
forgive me my rvanfgreffions. .

21. (‘And 1am very confident that this tempta
tion ofthe Devil ismore ufual amongft poor cres
turesthen manyare aware of.cven toover-run thet
fpirirs with a fcurvie and feared frame of hearr,ant
benumming of confcience : whichframe, he {tiljy
and {lyly fupplyeth with fuch defpair,that thougs
not maech guilc attendeth the Soul, yetthey con
tinually have a fecret conclufion within them, tha
there isno hopesfor them 5 for they bave loved fin)
Yer.2.26. & 18.13.) -
22, Now therefore 1 went on in fin with geed
. gre‘cdincﬁs of mind, {ill grudging thacJ could nd
e {o fatisfied with fras I would ¢ this did continy
with me about a moneth, or more, But one-ds
as 1 was flanding ar a Neighbours Shop-window
and there curfing and fwearing , and playing th
Mad-man after my wonted manner, there fay
within the woman of the honfe , and heard m¢
who thongh fhe al{o was a very loofe and ungod]
Wretch, yet protefted that I {wore apd corfed:§
that moft feartul rate,that fhe wastade to trembi
toheat me : And told me foccher | That Twas?

i
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_tothecheif of Sinners. o
her lifesand thet T by thus doingwan able to fpoile all the
Touth in a whole Towon, "if they came but inmy company. -

23. At rhis reproof I was filenced, and putto
fecretfhame 3 and that too, as I thought, before
the God of Heavens wherefore while [ theve flood, -
and hanging down my head I wiflied wich all my
heart thft I might be alitle childe again, that my
Father might ledrn me to {peak withone this wick-
ed way of fwearing: for thought 7, T am fo accu-
flemed to it, thavic is bucin vaia for me to think of
areformation, for I thoughtic could neverbe.

24. Buc how it came to pafs I krow not , 1did

from this time forward fo leave myfwearing, that
it wis a grear wonder to my felfto obferve it and

whereds before I knew not how to fpeakunlefs I

putan Oach before,, and anpthecbehind, to make
my words have authority, now I could {peak bet-

rer, and with more pleafuntne(s then ever 1 could

before : all this while I knew not Jefus Chrift, nei-
ther did Ileave my fports and play. '

25. But’ quickly after this , I fell incdmpany_ \

with one poor man, that made profeflion of Reli-
gion 3 who, as I then thought, did talk pleafantly
ofthe 8ciiptures, and of the matters of Religion :
whercfore falling into fome love and liking ro
what he faid, 1betook me to my Bible, and began
to take grear pleafu: ¢ inreading , but cfpccia’l?r
with the hiflorical part thercof : for asfor Pauls
Epiftles, and Scriprures of that ndware, Tcould nor >
away with them, being as yet buc ignoraneeither -~ -
Df. the corruptions of mny nature , of of the wang
did worth of Jefus Chritl to fave me. ST

28. Wherefore I fell to fome outward Rcforrtjé;

tion, both in my words and life , and did fec the
_flgt}ifnmd}hthr.s bch;_-‘e me for my way to H_ca’vgn-;‘ ‘
argodiieft Fellow for fweasing thay sver fhe beayd ind Which Cdilihandments. 1 alfo did firive cokeep 3

oL
AL

fotne- ' -

fl,%s!t atlghr; did'keep them pretry well
- id Ao j.'a.i‘;. . + B z . tllncs,
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10 * Grdce abounding . .
times, and then 7 thouid have comfort ; vet now
and then fhould break one, and fo afli& my

Confcience 5 bug then I fhould repent, and fay I§
was forry for itand promife God to do betrer next

titne, and there get help again, -

27. Thus I continved abeuc a year, all which
time our-Neighbours did take me to be a ver
godly man, a new and religious man,and did mar.
vel much to fee fuch a great and famous alteracion
In my life and manners; and indeed fo it was,
though yet I'knew not Chrift,nor Grace,nor Faich,
noi Hopes and rruly as 1 have wellfeen fince, had
1 then died, my ftate had been moft fearful : well,

_this I fay,continued about a twelve-month,or more,
~ 28. Burwpon aday,the good Providence of God
did caft ire vo Bedfwrd,ro work on my calling; and
in on¢ of the firects of that town, Icame where
there was thyee or four poor women fitting at 2

_door in the Sun, and ralking about the things o
God 3 and being now willing to hearthemdif.
courfe , I drew near to hear what they (aid ;for1
was now a brisk talker alfo my felf in the matcers
of Religion : but now [ may fay, I beard, but T un-
derftnd not for they were far above out of my reach,
for their ralk was about a new birth, the worko
God on thetr hearts, allo how they were convin:
ced of their miferahle ftate by nature : they ralked
how God had vifited their fou's with his love in
the Lord Jeflus and with what words and promifes
they had beeq refrefhed comforted, and {upported
againft the tempiations of the Devil; moreover,
they reafoned of the (oggeftions and temprarion:

_ of Saran in particalar , and rold to each other by
which cthey had been afflited and how they wer
horn up under his aflaults : they alfe difcourfed
of their owp wretchednefs of heart, of their unbeg
licf, and did contemn, flight and abher their own
* - | righteoufnefs;
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righteoufnefs, as filchy, and infufficient to dothem
ood. ' o o

an;;gg. and me thought they fpake as if joy did
make them fpeak : they fpake with fuch lea’ant
ne s of Scriprure- language , and with fuch appea-.
rance of grace inall they faid, thatthey were to me
as if they had found anew world, as ifthey weie
people that dweltalove , and were notroberec-
koned amongft their Neighbours. __

30. Atthis I felt my awn heart began to f}}fgke,
25 miftrgfling my condition to be nanghts; for I
faw that in all my thonghts about Religion and
Salvation, the New birth did never enter 1ato yay
mind, neither knew I the comfort ofthe Wordand,
Promife,nor the deceitfulnefsand trcachegy ofmy. -
own wicked heart,  As for fecret thoughte. T took-.
no norice of them 3 neither did 1 underfiadd whae
Satans tergptations were nor how they were o be
withftood and refifled, ¢ye. . .

- 31, Thus therefore wlien I had heard and conr

fidered what chey (2id,7 lefc them And went ahout
my employment again: burtheir ralk and difcourfe
went with me , alfo my heare would tarry with.,

them, for 1 was greatly affe&ed with their words,-

both becaufe by them I'was copvinced that X want-
edthe tyue rokens of a truly godly man , and'alfo
becaufe by chem I was convisced of the happy and
bleffed condition of him that was fuch a ane.

32. Therefore I fhould often make it my bofi..
nefs to be goingagain and againintgche company
of thefe poor pcopl¢; for 1 coold not ftay away 5., -
and the move I went amengitchem , the mote I,
did queftion my conditiony and , asflilll dore-
taenitier, prefently I found two things within me, .

_at which ! did fomerimes matvel, (efpecially con- .
fidéring what a blind,ignorant,f{o1 did and ungod]y -
‘Wrexch but juft before I was) the one was,@ vety

B3 p great
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12. . Gracg 4&"”..”45”5' . to the cheif of Sinners. IS

greatfofinefs and tendernefs of heare,which caufe clude 7 had no Faithin my foul : for if

me 10 fall unider the convition of what by Scr ld ?;;hfé? flg:ught 1, then I {hall count my felfa very .
ture they. afferted ; and the other was, a grear] Gaft-away indeed. - .
eadingin my mind ro'a continwal mediraring on 36. No, faid ‘| with my felf, though I amcon-

them |, and on all other good things which . 3 o norant Sot, and that Iwant
rime I heard or readof. © - P atany ¥ vinced that I aman ig )

' i hofe bleffed pifisof knowledge andunder{ianding
. 33. My.ﬂ'ttndwasnowfotumcd,rhar%laylikc ot other zoc

good people hive, yet at avenure L will
aHoleleach at the vein, fiill crying out,Qve, gius ﬁgﬁi‘{’;i}ﬁﬁgﬁa :}:o: legether faichlefs, though I
yea, it was fo fixed on Eternity,and on_ghe thingsl know not whas Faithis. For it Was fhewed me,,
about the Kingdome of Heaven, thatis, fo far as{ and that too- (as 1 have fince feen) bySaran, Thae.
Knew, though as yet God knows,! knew but lictle,§ thofe who conclude themfelvesina faithlefs flate,”
thac neither pleafures,nor profits,nor perfwafions, ) have ueither reft nor quiet in thelr Soulds dud £
nor threats, could loofenie, or make itler goitsf wasloach tofall quite into defpair. _
hold ; and, thoush 1 say fpeak it with thame, yor 37. Wherefore by this fuggeflion, I was.for 4
, 1t isinvery deed acerrain truth, ic wauld chen | while made afiaid to fec my want of Faith 5 bue
have beenas difficilt for me w have taken my mind | God would not fuffer me thus to undo and deftroy-
from heaven to earth,as I have found it often fince my Soul,bat did continnally againt this myblinde
to gecyragain from earcth to heaven, " B and fad conclnfion, create flill withinme fuch fup-
“34. And now me thought I'began to look into | pofitions, That I might inthis deceive myfelf 5 thae
the Bible with new eyes s and read as I never did | 1 conld not reft convent until I did now come to:
before 5 1nd ¢fpcc1'eii!y the Epiftles of the Apofils | fome certain knowledge whether I had Faith or,
Paul were fweet and pleafant to me : and indeed § no; thisalwaysrunaingin my minde, But how if
f was then never out of the Bible,cither byreading | youwant Faith indeed ? bur bow can you tell you bave:
or mediation, flll.crying our to God, that I might | “Faith ? o e firfl to
know the truth, and way to heaven and glory. - 38. Sothatthough I endeavoured at the firft to-
35. Andas1 wenton and read,! lighted on that § leok over the hufinefs of Faith,yerin 2 lieelesime,
pallage’, Toone is given by the Spirit the word of wif= | 1 bereer confidering the matter,was willing to puc -
dome,to another the word of knowledge by the fume Spia my felfupon the tryal, whether 1 had Faith or 6o,
71ty and to anothey Faith,Sc. 1 Cor.x2. And though, Bucalas,poor Wreich ! fo ignorant and britifh wils
as 1 have ﬁlncc feen, thatbythig Scripture the holy’ 1, thar T knew to this day no more how o do ity
fihoﬂ' !flffndﬁsf_nfpccial, things extrdordiﬁary,yc: ti‘lan' ! know how te begin and gccomplz_(h th?‘-’f‘_
on me it then did faften with conviftion that ¥ did,§ sare and curious picce of Art,which I never yet
wanr things ordinary , “even that underftanding ]  (aw nor confidered. PRI
ahd wildome chat echer Chriftians had, On this.§ 9. Wherefore while 1 was thus confidering, -
}vord I mufed, and could not tell what todo, for I and hieing purto my plunge abour it (_for yon muft
eared ir thut me our of all the bleffings that other: Krow that a3 yeo 1 had in ¢ais matter broken my
80od people had given them of God: but I was B . inind to ne man,onely did hear and confider) the
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1 Grace abamz'ding

Temprer came in with chis delufion, Thar thers
wasno way for me toknow IhadFaith, but by
“trying to work fome miracle, urging thofe Scripe
tyres-thar feem to Jnok thar way, for the infor¢ing
aad firengthening his Tempration. Nay, one day
25 I wasbetwixe Elftow and Bedford,the tempration
Was hot upon me to try if 1had Faith by doing of
fome miracle; which miracle at rhat time was
this, I mut fay to the puddles that were in the
horfe pads, Be dvy ; and to the dry plages, B. Yt
the puddles : and truly onc rime [ wasa going to fay
Yo indeed ; bur juft as I was about to ipeak, this
thoughr came into my minde , Bur go under yondey
Hedge, and pray firft , thar God would make ysu able :

bur when Thad concluded to pray, this came hor

Upon:mie, That if | prayed and came again and cri-
eltodoit, and yet did nothing norwichflanding,
then befure I had no Faich, bur wasa Caft-away,
and'loft: Nay, thought L, if it be fo, I will never
try yet, bur will flay alirtle longer.

| -,.40. 80 [ continued at a great fofs : for Ithought

- i they onely had Faith which conld do fuch won-
derful chings, then L concluded that for the prefent

- I neither hadit,nor yerfor rime ro come were ever .

like to have ir. Thos1 was toffed berwixr the De.
viland - my.own ignorance, and fo perplexed, efpe-
cially arfome times, that I could nor tell what to
doe, '

. 41. Abourthis rime, the ftate and happinefs of
thefe poor people at Bxdfsrd was thus in 2 Dream
or Vifion repreiented ro me : 1 {aw as if they were
fer onthe Sunny fide of fome high Mounrain there
vefrefhing themfelves with the pleafant beams of
the Sun,while I was thivering and {hrinking ion the
cold, affliGed with froft, fnow, and dark clouds ;.
Merhought alfo berwixe me and them 1fawa wall
that did compafs about thisMoungain ; now thoy

: -44.~’_rh3§ relemblance abode vpon my fpirit fng_-#

to the chief of Sinners. s

' row this wall, my Soul did grearly défire to pafs;

concluding that i1 conld,l would goc even into the
very midft of them, and there alfo comfortm
felf with the hear of their Sun, .

43. Aboutthis.wall Ithought my felfro goe g+

T

gain and again, fill prying as I wenr, to fee if [

could find fome way or pafiage by which 1 mighe
enter thetein,but none could I find for fome rime
ar the Iaft I faw as it were a narrow gap, likea
lile door-way in the wall, thorow which  Lat.
tempred to pals ¢ bur the paffage being very
firaight,and narrow, I made many offers o getin,
but all in vain, even uncill 7 was well nigh quire
bear out by ftriving to getin: ar laft wich greae
friving,me thought 1 ac frtl did gerin my head &

ade out te me ; theMountain fignified the Church
fthe living God 3 the Sun that fhooe thereon,the

Fomforrable fhining of his mercifull face on them:

hac were therein : the wallt thought was theWord.
hat did make fepara:ion between the Chriftians

all, I thought was Jefus Chrift, who is the way.
God the Father. Bur for as muchas the paffage

s wonderful narrow, éven fo narrow, that 2
ould notbut with grear ditficolty, enter inthere-
t; it fhewed me, that none could enter into life
ut tho'e chit were in down-right carneft, and
olefs alfo they left this wicked world behind
em; for here was only ropméfor Body and Squl,

tno for Body and Soul ad Sin..

ny
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g6 - Griceabonnding ledted? t‘; the <heif of Sinners. >
" pyadayes, + h rime 1 faw my felf ima forforn - || fected? and whatifyon fhould not? how then?
:13({1 ?aycf i%:gmﬁcgu? yet wils prgvokcd to avehe-’ d 43'? O Lord, though I, whatif I thould not.in4
ment_hunger, and defire o be onc of that num- flecd 11t may be you are notJaid the Temprer: je
ber thacdid fic in this San-fhine: now alfo I fhould may be foindeed, thought 1. Why then,aid Satan,

: you had as goed leave off. and firi .
here-cver 1 wis, whether at home or a jf YU good ieave off, and firive no further; for
gl;z};{f?: lizcof;li: i}g ﬁeld,;nd (hould alfo often witly 'é"f;dw! you fhould not be Eleéted and "-‘hﬂ‘g” of
" lifting up of heart, fing that of the ﬁrn,r.l’wl‘:l’t1 Plalm, k‘j,,,;t-,j‘ff;f:,j?“‘;,;a’ke.gf!;oﬂf being faved : For it
- . 7 yet [ kew not SUSer-inim thst wiliethy '

gg’:’r‘c{?fﬁgfﬂ my _d’ﬁ*f"f 5¢ for asyet il | ﬁut m GEJ tba;; ”{J‘L’Wetb' merc;: m'r'fn pthas runne:b_,__
€ I 'wase et conld Tarain to any com-§ ' 49- By thele things I was driven to my
foii:t.)l?gé?(%gz?‘foz‘zhaf! had Faith in Chrift, but ;v !(E S‘c,n c%’ not knowing whatto fay, or how fg
inftead of having fatistaétion, herel began to find t}? wey thefe temprations, (indeed 1 little thoughe
my Sonl to be affavited with frefh doubrs about wa't Satan had thus affanlted me, bur that rather js
my future happinefs,efpecially withfuch as chefe, § 7 {lsll]ny own prudence.thusto flarc the queftion )
Whether 1 was ele&ed ; but how if theday of grace g;t;l:é:hé Egg ?!liﬂly !artam;:d- ?t?ma! hife Ehzc r
hould now be paftand gone?” ~ " d - & ¢ hiearily clofe wichall'} bt
ﬁto‘é!figm_’:hé&gwo fg_mgpmtion,s I was very muc_f; gt‘z‘&;‘;{ felf was one of them, there lay alf the
) “and. difquiered s fometimes by one, andg o aral o
ﬁ?tgg:;nb(; t‘-!:;lothcr of them. And firft;fo fpeak Iy o, Thustherefore for feveral dayes I wasgears

of that about my queftioning my cledtion,I foundR  £FErHed and perplexed , and was oftea, when
ot this time that though I was ina flame to find the wf‘;cf een walking , ready ro fink where I weng
e v and Glory, and though “9“3“’.5 hal:ib alntnefs in my mind: buc oneday, afterf
could beat me off front this, yer this queftion didg 7 with fo many wecks opprefled and caft down
fo offend and difcourage me, that 1 was, efpecially _Ghr:!elwu 1, 381 Was now quite giving up ' the

ar fometimes, as if the very firength of my bo fém{-} of all my hopes of ever. attaining life, thas
alio had been taken away by the force and powcgitence fell with weigh apon my fpirit, Lok ar
thereof. This Scripure alfo did feem bm‘ gncbg M‘;f;ﬁg “é ;z;‘cf of élfisfﬂdfef, did evey anysraft in Gad
- all my defices, It i netiher tn b oundea: ) CoT
:}1;?;::;;{;:}1}3 oi:ar in bitz‘ that )'un;iefh, but in God th c 5L At which I was greatly lightened, and én..
fheweih mercy, Rom.g.. | ot was ey Souls for thus at thacvery fnflant
47.Vich thisScriprure Icould not tell whag toct é@wﬁ cxpaunded to me : Bogin at the beginting of
for f evidently (aw char unlefs the great God of if nefis, "and read to the end of the Revelartons, drd oo
infinite grace and bounty, had volug:m: gb ‘_. | !3 gf"‘.’. ;ﬁ"‘f' ’b“é "}""e ;";‘ anyrhat ever tynfted i

o hea velfel of mercy, though 1 fitould defill * £00as andwas Confiunded. - So coming home: 1t
Mme to‘beaveﬁf_:l of A prcfcnﬂy went to my Bible to fee iflgﬂlﬂdq !(it

ong. and labons untill my hearedid break, agpiciently wene :
A et come of it. Therefore this wollthdtasing; ‘nbe doubring but to find it prefencly,
il fick witls me, How can you tell you steigrat T Waso fref,and wich fuch fivengeh and cor”

~ clore

€ -
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18 Grace abounding |
fort on my {pirit, thit I wasasifit talked wich

?cgtz.- well, I looked,bat I found it not, only fra-:
‘bode apon me : then I did acke firftehis good man,

and then another,ifthey knew where it was; bur
they knew no fuch place 3 at this I wondered that

fich a fentence fhould fo fuddenly and with fuch

comfort, and firength feize and abide uponmy

_ heart,and yet thar none could find ic,(for I doubted

not butir wasin holy Scripture. )

53, Thus [ continued above a year,and could not
find the place,

ocrypha-Books,I found it in Eeclefiafticus 5 this.
zi:he rifgk did fomewhar daunt me, but becaufe by
this timé [ had get more experience of the love
and kndnefs of God, it troubled me the fefs; e-
fpecially when 1 confidered that though 1t was not
in thofe Texts that we call holy and Canonical,yet
for as much as this fentence was the fum and {ub-.
flance of many of the promifes, 1t was 1y duty to
ro take the comfort of it s and Ible(s God for tha
word, for it was of God to me : that word doth
ftill at times fhine before my face. " °~
544--After this, thatother doubt did come with
firength uponme, But how if the day of grace fhould
be paft and gone 2 how if you have over-ftood the
time of mercy? Now I emember that one day as
I was walking into the Country, I was much in
the thoughts of this, But how if the day of grace
be paft ?and to aggravare my trouble theTempter,
refented to my mind thofe good people of Bed-
ford,and fupgefted thusunto me, That t cfg-bgtp%
coniversed already, they were all that God would:
. fave in thofe parts,&bﬂ}ar I came too late, for thefe
Lad got the bleffing before I came, =+~ 7 "7
. 'ssg. Now. was Iin great diftrefs, thinkifginvery
deed thac chismighe well befo: whegfofﬂmﬁi

CH

R ]
H

bur at faft, catiing my eye into the -

to the chief of Sinners. 19
up and down bemoaning my fad conditiou, ¢oun-
ting my felf far . worfe thena thoufand fools, for

. fanding off thus long,and fpending (o many years
infinas I have done; flill crying ouc ! Oh that I hal
turned foener ! Oh that I had warned feven years a-
goe 5 1t made me alfoangry with my felf,to thiak
thac I fhould have no more wit butto triflc away
my ume till my Soul and Heayen were loft,

56. But when I had been long vexed with this
fear,and was fcarce able to take one ftep more, juft
‘about the fame place where I received my other

_encouragerment, thele words broke .in upon my
mind, Compell them to come in, that my houfe may be
filled, and yet there is voome, Luke 14.22,23. Thefe
words, bue efpecially them, And yet there is roome,
were (weet wordsto me; for truly I thought thar
by them I faw that there was place enongh in Hea--
ven for me, and moreover, that when the Lord

Jefusdid fpeak thefe words, he then did think of
me and that he knowing the time weoild come thae
1 fhould be afflitted with fear, that there wasno
place left for me in his bofome, did before fpeak
this word, and leave it upon record, tHat I mighe
find help thereby agaiaft chis vile tempration.
57.1nthe lightand encouragement of this word,

I went a pretry while, and the comfort was the
more, when I thoughe chatthe Lord Jefus thonld
think on me fo long agoe, and that he fhould

fpeak them words on purpofe for my fake, for I

didthen think verily thar he did on purpofe fpeak
them to encourageme withall, = |

.88, After this, I found by reading the word,that

thofe thar muft be glorified with Chrift in another,
world, Muft-be called by him here. Called to the,

§ partaking of a fhare in his word and righteoufhels,:

_aud i6 che comforts & firft-fiuits of his Spirit 4 -and.
40 a.peculiar intereft in all thofe Heavealy things,:

¥ f
i \'5*;- 1A K

whi(_:h

m
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tothe chisf bf Sinners. 2y

. we ;- ;.. i B weuld F had been born Fobn.or wo - '
whith do indeed fore-fic_the Soulfor that reft ﬂ_ﬂfi by,and had heard him wjl:e'n he cai!:!iddrx:;d ?1?3
houfe of glory which is in Heaven dbove, . § wenld I'have cryed,0 Lord, call mealfo ! b‘n’:‘ vhi
) so. Here agiin g was ata very %2:3: g‘{}’f& ot § fca;ed he would nor call me.. . - | o
nowing what to doé,fearing I was ot calicd 5 fog $. And truly the Lord let -
thought 1,if 1 be not Callcd? what then can doe meé months tbgethez{ and fhewed rﬁfnﬁ?ﬁi;hgm?ifm
?ood }  Butoh how I now loved thofe words that B tha ¥ was already, or thouldbe called hereafier
p’k€¢0fa Chriftians calling ' as when tbt_LO}fd‘ﬁid‘ Buc at laft,after much time fpent,and many groans
to ofie, Follow mesand to another,Conre after 'f’ and f o God, that I might be made pa,rtakep of the hol
oh thought I;that he would fay foto me too! how and heavenly calling , that word came inﬂpnd-méy
gladly would I run after him, . . .. WIwill cleanfe their blood tha 1 have not elea ifed _f;g;
" Go. I cannot now exprefs with what }ong!ﬂg*i | the Lord dselleth in Ziom. Joel3.21. Thefe words ¥
and Breakings in my Soul, 1cryed to Chrift tocall B thoughe were fent to encourage me to waic fhill
me. ‘Thus I continued for 2 tithe all on a flame td R upon God, and fignified unto me,that if T were no
be conveited to Jefus Chrift,and did alfo fee atehat Rajready  ver time might come T'might bein truch
day fuch g!o:éy dm‘ 2 c!:}nvcrteé‘lﬁzt%éiﬂ}“ 1 é‘;;’é | converted nnro Chrift. - S
" fiot be contented Wichout a fhare ercrein. ‘ 64. About this time I be ' RTINS
could it have beci gotren for Gold; ‘what dc‘?“;ld ; to thofe poor people in Ged?ggfmagilc :g 213; 3‘:‘1‘&
havegivenfor it! had I had a whole world it had ¥4y condirion ; which when :he} had heard; th;n'
ail gone tén thoufand rimes over, fOi‘ this, thatmy §old a1, Gifford of me, who himfelf aifo tnc;k t‘my
Soul tnight have been ina convertéd flace. - Reafion 1o talke with me,and was willing cobé per.
" 61. How levely now wasevery one fnmy €Y% Rfwaded of me, ‘though I think but frem :l]i’rg‘
t};nt' _Ifah‘?‘,’gh;e‘“ i’;l;gg‘i?;;efp’g;;l:?g e ] f;oulnéisil ; b:l:: he iavited me to his houfe,where 1
they fhene, they w _i opic L §ihould hear him confer wi it - the
| thcybrﬁﬁf{!&ﬂ? afgg;vep amt;t;aﬁz:g;; gf: ﬁ g"‘;ggg dqﬁlings of God ‘W?th the Se::zlll :Og!gr?a?? ?\:JI:i‘ct!?%
lot 'was fallento them 1n Pratias Il received more convi&ion, and fiom thar |
had a goodly herttage, Bur that which made me Rpeoyy 0 on oo e of the vanicy and inen s X
fick, was thatof Chrift, in Mark, He Tgnt Hp dm?;“-. wretchednefs of mywigkcd lxefz;ta?;;i:;g?:ﬁ:g | 'g
é!oﬁntdim bi‘;;;d éalfid r;;abzm whom he would, and they Bno great mateer thevein, but now it began to bedif
cunie unto b, Marx 3,13, e ey « fovered unto me, ai ke ac that rdee fo
62, ‘;rg;s Scripture mﬁdc "T“,f{,?i‘.:i,f;;‘,‘ fg‘:gfgj ‘?iqucdnéfs aSitgx;:?g' ag‘&ﬁ?’ofékﬁ';ﬁ?ﬁ e
kindled fire in my Soul. FWhICh mas< -~ Rly fonnd,thar lutts and corruptions would fifoap v
fear, was this, leftChrift fhould have no liking to Pt foreh themfelves within me it'? wickéd“t;}i&hﬁg',
me, for he calléd whom he would, Bar oh thie gt Ui fad defires,which 1 did not regard before't 1 dt’j A
that I faw in that condition,did flill {o erigage Y Brog 1c o1 heaven and life began to fai) STt 'iz"g
heart, that I'could feldome read of a;!!)ft_ha‘g'.; nt fﬁ';tbitﬁ’-hércas before it c'gu o fai} 5 1o e T
did cal buc I prefemtly withed, would ihid Sechgygl ol on SO DT SO was Wil oflofiyd
in their ofoaths; would I had: bedn %‘Wwaéﬁ sl o ig&ry

. i S - Ao
coe vl e »
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23 " Grice abotnding
everyfoojith vanity 5 yea,my heart would not ba
smoved tomind thar tharrwas good, itbegantohe
carelefs both. of my Soul -and Heavens it would
. mow conrinually hang back both to, and In every
dury, and wasasa clogon the leg of a Bird to Hin-
der her from flying. D
. 6$.Nay,thought L,now] grow worfe and worfe,
pow am I fusther. from converfion then ever I was
before ; wherefore, Ibegantofink greatlyinmy
Soul, and began to enterrain fuch difcouragement
in my hearr, aslaid me aslow as Hell. Ifnow I
fhould have burned at a fiake, 1 could not believe
~ that Chriit had love for me. Alas, 1 could neither
hear him, nor {ee itim, nor feel him, nor favor any
_ofhisthings: § wasdrivenas with a Tempeft, my
heart would be anclean,the Cananites would dwell
intheland. . =
" 66. Sometimes §-wonld tell my condition to the
peopleof God;which when they heard,they would
pity me, and would tell me of the Promifes ; but
they had as good have rold me thatl moft reach
the Sun with sy finger,as have bidden me receive
or relic upon the Promife, and as foon T fhould
have done ir, all my fence and feeling was againf
me,abd 1 faw T had a hearcthat would fin, and lay
under a Law that would condema,
67 { Thele things have often made me think
of that Child which the Father brought to Chri

down by ibe Devily and alfofo rent and torn by him,tha
be lay and wallowed foaming : ) Luke 9,42, Mak
. 204 2 Co e ’
g_68. Further, in thefe dayes T fhonld find 1,
heart to fhutit felf up againft the Lord, ardagain
his-holy Word, T have found my unbelief ro fer 438
were the (houlder to the door to keep i ol
"and thartoo, cven then when I have wich mdn

L

- ye '.\ Y

H
hitter
preak thefe gates of brafs, and cut thefe barsof iron

ofuiiders

yery touc
my, words

asifit would die,and go quite away) then would PR

e to fetch it upon my heart again,by bring- '
nithment for fin in Hell-fire upon my _
Spirie ; and fhould cry, Lord, let it ner go off my heare, .
Bt the right way,
“Jthie application of thy mevcy thorow him ro my Soul 5 fok

' . : , Rallo fictv
Who while be was yet o coming (0 bim, was throwmin the

M itiac Scriprure Iy much upon me, Witheut (hedding :

tothe chief of Sinners. 23
fighctied,

: Yet that Word would fometime create
§in my heatt apeaceable pavle, 1girded thee, though
shou haft siot known me. . .
69, Rutallthis while, as to the a& of finning, 1
sever was more tender chen now s T durft not rake
a pin or a flick, though but fo big asa fraw 5 for,
my confcience now was fore , and would fmart at
h : Tcould not now tell how to {peak
for fear I {hould mif-plagethem : © how
gingerly did Ithen go, inall 1 did or faid! I'found
my felfason amiry bog, that fhook if I did bueflir,
and as there left beth of God, and Chriit, and the
Spirir; and all good things. ‘
no. And thoug
and afflied wich
of my own wickednefs, yer I was dfraid to let thig
fericé and fight go quite off my minde: for Ifound
that unlefs guild of Confcience was taken off che
i ¢hat is, by theBleod of Chrift, 2 man
fe for the lofs of his trouble of
¢han better. Wherefore if my guilt lay

h1 was chus troubled and toffed

F

Good Lord breakit open Lord

the fight and fence and terrour

bur by the Blood of Chrift, ard:by .

of Blood there i no Remiffion, Heb.9. 22, And that
which made me the more af: aid of this, was, Be-

caufe I hiad feen

e

b L hiad feen fome, who though when they,
Mrcie undes Wounds of Confcicnce , then theb
53 : ‘ c ,

would

- " II I - N
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24 .Grace cbounding -
wanld cry and pray, bur they {feeking rather prg
fent Fale from their Trouble, then Pardon f
their Sin, cared not how they loft their guilr, §
they gat 1t out of their minde s and thepefore:
ving got it off the wrong way, it wasnot fanffio
uoto them, but they grew harder dnd blinder, a
more wicked after their rrouble,  This made g
afraid, and made me cry to God, tharic might ng
beiowithme., . . - - _
<11, And now was [ forry that God had made m
a man; for I feared I wasa reprobdre 3 I count
man,_as unconverted, the moft doleful of all’th
Creatures: Thus being affliffed and roffed abog
my fad condition ,. I counted my feli alone, an
above the moft of men unbleft,  Inthis conditio
Ywent'a great while, but when comforting tim
was come, I heard one preach a Sermon upo
thole wordsin the Song, ("Song.4.1._) Behold thou 4
fair, wy Lyve, behold thoy avt faiy 5 but ac thar tim
he made thefe two words, My Leve, his chief an
_ {ubjed marter § from which afier he had a licg
‘opeved the text, he obferved thefe feveral conclp
fions 1 1. Thar the Churth, and fa every, favad Soul, 4
Chrifls Love, when Livelefs 2 2. Chrifts Love withouts
- ceaufe: 3. Chrifts Love, when hated of the world
4. Chrifts Love when undey tempration and under dif
fertion ¢ 5. Chrifts Love fromfirft rodaft, . -
72. But I got no hing by whathefaid ac prefen
onjy when he came to the application ofthe fourt
purticalar, this was the word he faid, [fit.bg foth
the- faved Soul is Chrifts Love, when - under temptatis
and diffovtions then poor tempted Soul, whenthou art 4
{aulted and affliSted wirh temptation, and tle bidings
g :{fs Faceyyeeihink on thefziwowerds; MY L OV H
il o L R E RS *: I‘.f‘u;’-'.ﬁ
73. Soas I wasagoing home; thefe words camy
#gain inte my thoughus, and I well, x‘cmt;;nb{:h '

]

L

- ) o o T
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896, But fo foolith was I, and igmorant,

eal

 tothechiefof Sinners. 23"

hey came in, I'faid thusin-my'hearr, Whar (Ral} T -

et by thinking on thefe two'werds? this thoughie
ad no fooner *paffed thorow my hearr, but the
words began thusto kindle*in my Spiric, Thmars
Love, thou avé my Love, twenty times together 5
and ftill as they ranthus in my minde, they waxéd’
fironger 2nd: warmer, and began to make’'me loock
up ; but being as vet between hope and fear, Tl
replied in my heare, But is ir trye too 2 but % 1 true?'
gt which' thint fentence fell in upon me, He wift not
that it was. true which was done unte bim of ‘the An-

£ A&t 12. 0. o ) T
y ,';4. Thcngl began to give place to the Wordy-
which with power did over and over make this
joyful found within my Soul, Thou ars my Love, thioh
art my Love; and nothing fhall [eparate thee from my
Iwe; and with that Rom. 8,29, came I1ato-my
minde. Now ‘wasmy hearr filfed full of comfore,
and hope, and now I could belicve that my fins.
fhould be forgiven me 3 wherefore 1 faid ig my’
Sou! with tauch gladnefs, Well, Twould 1 had a’
pers abdink here, I would write this down béfore
Igo anyfircher, for furely T will not forgerthis,

forty years hence 3 but alag) 'within lefs then forty

days ibegan to queftion all again.
" wg, Yeérftlllartimes, T was o belicyi
that it was 2 true manifefiarion of Grace unto my
Soul, thongh Thad loft much of the life aﬁd‘-fa’v_oﬁfi

hdp‘egi to bcﬁi‘:‘gé :

of it.. Now abour a week or forrnighe afeer this, T -
was miuch followed by this Scripture, Simoh, Simon, -

bebold, Saran Bath defived to bave you,Luk.22:31, and

fometimies it-would found fo loud within me, yea,

And s it were cal fo irongly afiec me, thas onéd
above all the réft, 1 rurned my head over my fhoiks

A der, ehinking verily thar fome man had bchmd}r!lé

alled:te me, being aca great diftance. Lo
alled:tg me, beingaca g s
W

Y
Tk}

6 2




26 - -Grace dbeunding” -
knew not the reafon of. ¢his found , (whichas
did both fee-and feel faon after, wasfent fyom head
ven as an alarm to awaken me 1o provide for wha
was coming ) onely it would make . me mude, and
wonder in my minde to think what fhould be the
reafon that zhis Seripture, and that acthis rate, fo
often and (o'loud, fhould {iill be foundjng and raz.
Ying in mine cars.  But,as | {aid before, ] {oon:af
ter perceived the end of Ged therein, .- -
79. For aboutthe (pace of a month after;avery
greatftorm came down upon me, which handled
me twenty times worfe then all I had met wich be
fore :: itcame {tealing upon me; now by one piece,
then byanothers fult all my comfore was taken

fiom me, then slarknefs feized upon me ; after
\g%xgh,,w hole fiauds of Blafphemies, both againfl
God, Chrift, and the Scriptures, was peuteduposn
my{piric, to my grear contufion and aftogifthmens
-Thefe blafphemousthoughts were fuch as-alfo fiir-
red up quellions in me againfl the very being of
God, and of his oncly beloved Son; as whethes
there were in truch a Qod er Chrifk, ov:po? and)
whether the holy Scriptures were hot rather 4

.. Eahle and cunuing Story, then the -hely and purs
. Word of God? Chen
458, The Temprer alfo ‘would muieh, affinle me
with this : How can yon tell bocchat the Torks

" -had as good Scriprures to prove thelriMahomet thé
v#aviour,as we have to prove our Fefidis; and
—-€guldIthink that fo many ten thonfdhdiin fo ma

» myCountreys and Kingdoms, thouvld: ba: withoul
- g_ﬁ_xg_kpo_wlcdgﬁ ofthe right way ra Heaven(if theré
weye.indeed a Heaven) and that we onely,  wh
livehutin a corner of the Earth, (hould alone bigg
blef} therewith? Every ope doth thiuk his ow
Religion righteft, both Fews, and Moors, antl Rud
ans's and how 1if all our Faith, and Chrift, wud
riprares,fhould be busathink-fo oo, -~ JE -
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%o the chef of Sinners.
no. Soritetime I have etideavoured to argueas
hefe fuggeftions, and to fcr fome of the Sen-
tences of bleffcd Pan! againft chem ; bur alas! I
‘quickly felc when I'thts did, {uch-arguings as thefe
:would return again tpon me; Though we made
fo great 2 matter of Paul, and of his words, yet haw
could 1 tell but thatin véry deed, he, being afub-
-tile and cunning man; might give him&klIf up to de-
ceive with {trong delufiens,and allo rake both that
pains and travel to undo and deftroy his fellows.
80, Thele fuggettions (wich many other which
at this time I may not, nor dare not utter, neither
By word nor pen) did make &
my fpirit, and did fo over-weigh my hear, both
wfrh their number, continuance, and fiery force,
that I feleas if there were nothing ¢lie bat thefe
fromi morning to night within me, and as though
indeed there could be room for nothing elfe 5 and
alfo concluded, that God had in very wrath to'my
Soul given me up vato them, o be carrie
with them, as with a mighty whirlwind.
" 81. Onely by
quy fpirie, T
refufed toem

gainlte

hat they gave nntd’

felt there was foraething in me that
brace them ¢ but this confideratton . *
Ithen onely had, when God gave me leave ro{wal- :
ittle, otherwife the noife, and firength,

f thefe remprations would drown.and
overflow, and asit were bury alt{uch thoughrs, ot

the remembrance of aryfach thing. While I'Was

inthis tempration; T fhotild find eften my miind

th -curfe and {wear, orto

ing of Ged, or Chrift his Sany

the diftalte t

fow my {p
and forceo

fuddealy pur uponiir,
fpeak fome grievous th
“atd of the Scriprares.

<; ‘42, Now | thought
Pevil 5 arother
B Berett of my wits
ifylng of ‘God the Los

(urely Tam poffeffed of the

1 chought T fhould bé

, for inftead of lauding and mag-

4 with others, if I havebut
C

timesaglin

ke fuch a feizure upon

1 away

heard

o




28 Grace.dboinding " -

heard him (paken of, pretently fome moft horri.
ble blalphemouns thoughe oe.other would bolt owt
-of gy heare againft him. So thar whether 1did
- thigkthat God was, or again did think there were
~.nofuch thing; no love, nor peace, nor graciouy

.- »-difpofition could I feel withinme,

. 83 Thele things did fink me intovery deep de.
fpair, for Iconcluded that fuch things counld no
poffibly be found amongft them that loved God. 1
oftenn, when thefe temprarions have been with
force upon me, did compare my feif inrhecaleo
fuch a Chill whom fome Gypfie hath by force
took up under her apron, and is carrying from
Friend and Country; kick fometimes I did, and al.
fo fcream and cry 5 bur yer I wasasboeund inthe
wings of the temptation,, and the wind would
carry meaway. Irhoughealfo of Sax/, and of the
evil fpirit thar did poflels him, and did greaty
fir'fjir that my condition was the fame with that ¢

is,

" 84. Inthefe days, when 1 have heard otherstalk
of whac was the fin againft the Holy Gbhsdl, then
wotuld the Tempter o provoke me ro defire to fin
that fin, that I wasasif I could not, muft nor, nel
ther fhould be quict until I had commirted thar;
now no, fin wonld {erve but that + if it were to be
cominitred by fpeaking of fuch 2 word, then I haw

‘been as if my mouth would have {poken thar word
. whether I would or no; and info ftrong a mea
fure was this tempratton upon me, thac often]
have been ready ro clap my hand under my chin,
to hold my mouth from opening 5 and to chac enj

alfo I have had thoughts at other times to feipff

with myhead downward into fome MucRhil-hol§
or other, tokeep my mouth from (peaking.. ..

R

. 85 Now I bleffed the condition of the. Dogl
andToad, and counted the eftate of eyery thi

Sl o« th
»

~
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-dgtme in the vime of prayer,

“pellongers {liil drawing my
~ttmesmifo. e wonld caft in
“ds thefe) that I muft pray to him, or fo
“have thought fometimes of that, Fall down; or.
Yoi wil fall down and worfbip me.

to tha chief of Sinners. 29

thatGed had made,far berrer then this dre;'tdﬁ‘ll'ﬁatg
of mine, and fuch as my companions, was ’ yea,
gladly wonld 7 have beewin the condilon o hp:;g
or Hoite, for I knew they had noSoul'to pertihun-
der the everlafting weights of Hell for fin, as mine
was like to do.s Nay, and thougit ! faw this, fele
this, and was broken to pieces with ir, yer that
which added to my forrow, was, t_h-_;lt 1 qould not
fnde that with all my Soul I did defire deliverance,
That Scriprure aifodid teav and rend'my S_\t:.}ul‘jﬁ
the midfl of thele diftradtions, The wicked are lika
the treibled Sea which cannot veft, whafc wateis C‘_’_ﬂ.
up mire and dirt + There s napeace 18 the w;c%’_@,{mtb ‘
fa.57.20,21. _
m_nggd ,Whﬁz this tempration lafted, which wias a-
bouta year, } could atrend upon nonc of t}};()rt
dinances of Ged, bur with {ove and great affiiction 5
yea, then was I moft diftreffed with blafphemies :
i1 have heen hearing the Word, thenuncican nefs,
blafphemies, and defpair would hold meas Cap-
tive there 5 if I have been reading , then fome-
dimes ! had fudden thoughts to queftion all 1 tread;
fometimes again my mind would be fo {trangely
fnatched away, and poffeffed with other things,
that I have neither known, nor regarded, nor re-
membred (o much as the fentence that bat now - [
have read. S L Med
87. In praver alfo, I'have heen greatly troubice
at this time : (ometimes I have thought I fhonld
fee the Devil, nay, thought i‘!;tvc (le(lr hlf:?:!}l;;llré
ne pull my : he wonld be alfe continu
e pull mycloaths: h dbeaifo cond ‘gr?k
. vou have.prayed enongh, and ftay
e s i ar n 31;*nind<=: av%ay. .Some-
foch wicked thoughts’
for him: 4
o If

. C 4 8.
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28 Grdce.abginding "~ -

heard him (paken of,; prefently fome moft horri.

ble blafphemous thought orother would bolt ow
vof ay beare againft him. So thar whether 1di
xhigk'that God was, or again did think therc were
moTuch thing; no love, nor peace, nor gracious

... wdifpofition could I feel withinme, -

"' . 83 Thele things did fink me into very deep de.
fpair, for Iconcluded that-fuch things could nat

poflibly be found amongft them that loved God. 1§

often, when thele temprations have been with
force upon me, did compare my felf in the cafe ¢
fuch a Child whom {ome Gypfie hath by force

took up under her apron, and is carrying fromg

Friend and Country; kick fometimes I did, and al.
fo fcream and cry ; bur yer Iwasasbound in the
‘wings .of the tempration, and the wind would
carry meawdy, Ithoughtalle of Saul, and of the
evil fpiric thar did pofle(s him, and did gready
f{f}f that my condition was the fame with dhat ¢

1%, )

"84, Inthefe days, when I have heard othersralk
of what was the {in againft the Holy Ghsfl, then
would the Tempier fo provoke me to defire to fin
that fin, thae I wasasif I could not, muft nor, el
ther fhould be quicr until I had commirted that;
now no fin would ferve but that + if it were to e
committed by fpeaking of fuch a word, then I haw

"been as if my mouth would have {poken that word
~whéther T would or no; and info flrong a mea
fure was this temptation upon me, that often |
have been ready to clap my hand under my ching

to bold my mouth from opening ; and to that cnfff
alfo I have had thoughts at other times tolespl

with myhead downward irito fome Muckhil-hofy
or other, tokeep my mouth from (peaking.. : . ¢
. .85, Now I blefled the condition of rhe. Dogy
and Toad, and counted the eflate of eyery
el . : e, &

-
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to the chief of Sinners. 29

thatGrd had made far berrer then this dreadful ftare
of mine, and fuch as my compahions Was ¢ yeas
gladly would  have beewin the' condkioR- o fﬁDqg
or Horfe, for T knew they had noSoul'to pertfhun-
der the everlafiing weights of Hell for fin, as mine
was like ro do.s Nay, and'-zhnugh. | faw thie, fele
this, and was broken to pieces with 1t }ICt.lthat
which added o my forrow, was, that I could not
fnde thar with all my Soul [ did defire dgliverance,
Thar Scriprure alfodid rear and rend my S_?ul_,m
the midft of thele diftradtions, The wicked aie liks
the traubled Sea which cannat veft, whofe waters cajt

up mire and dirt + There is no peace 10 the w__xck;-’ﬂ' faith

d, Ifa.57.20,21. ]

myé;g "W hislz this remptation lafted, which was a-
bouta year, } conld attend upon nonc of El}é;Oi‘-:
dinances of Ged, but with fore and great affii¢tion ;

ea. then was I moft diftreffed with blafphernies :
i1 have been hearing the Word, then uncleannefs,
blafphemies, and defpair, would hold meas Cap-
tive there 3 if I have been reading , then -f_eme-,
fimes ! had fudden thoughts ro queftion all T fead;
fometimes again my mind * would befo {trangely
fnatched away, and pofieffed with other things,
that I have neither kaown, nor regarded, nor re-
membred (o much as the {entence that but now I
have read, - - '.H"d
- 87. In prayer alfo, I'havebeen greatly troubic
at this rime : {omerimes [ have thought! theuld
fee the Devil, nay, thought I have feic him'iehind
te pull mycloaths: he would be alfo continually

.drme it the time of prayer , to have done , break
‘égf:nmake hafte, you #avépi*ayc:_i enough, and ftay
“poildngers fliil drawing my minde away. ..Sor_m;f |
titmednlio he would calt in fuch wicked thoughes ™
3608 s thefe; chat I muit pray to him, or for !:1;[;1 : II
M- Jisie thoughe {bmetimes of that, Fall down; or If
Hiu wilt fall d>wn and wor bip me.

. C4 88
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T the chief sf Sinvers. . 8%
| by degrees, by lirele and Hrtle 5 what care’T, faich
he, theugh Ibe{even yearsin chilling your hearr,
if1 can do-it a¢ latt 5 continual rocking will luil 2
arying Child a{leep ¢ 1 will ply itclofe, bugiwiil
have my end accomplifiied : though you be burn,
ing hot at prefent, yet if I can pull you from.this
fice, I{hall have you cold before it be long. Thelé
things brought me into grear firaights; foras I ae
prefent conld not find my (eif fit for prefent death,
fo F thought to live long would make me yet more
 unfic ; for time wonld make me forgetalland weae
| even the remembrance of the evil of fin, the worth
of Heaven, and the need I had of the Bloed of
Chiift to wath me, bothout of mind and thought?
But I thank Chrift Jelus, thefe things did not ar
prelent make me flack my crying, bur rarher did
put me more upon it (hke her who mur with the
Adulterer, Deut.22.25.) inwhich dayes that wasa
gaod word to me, after I had iuffered thefe things
awhile, Iam perfwaded 1hat neither death, nor lifo,
&c. fhall fepaiate ws from the love of God which is in
chrift Fefus,Rom.8.38. And new I hoped long
life fhould not deftroy me, nor make me mifs of
Heaven. ‘ ) )

g1.. Yer I had fome {upports in this temptation,
though they were then ail queftioned by me : Thae
inthe third of Feremiab, at the fittl, was fomething
tome 5 and fo wasche confiderarion of the fifth
verfe of chat Chaprer, that though we have fpoken
and dene evil things as we could, yer we fhould
ery. unto God, My Fathers thon avt the Guide of . my
yauth, and fhonld retsrn wnco b ©
. 92, T had alfo oncea fweet landé from that in
4 .Corg .25, Far be hath made Bin tobe fin for us, who
knew o fin, that we might be made the rightcoufnefs of
©ud in'hivs,. -1 remember alfo thar oné day , as [
‘was. fating in a Ne¢ighbourstoufe, and there very:
by Vet - fad
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80  Grace abounding
- 88. Alfo when becaufe I have had wandering
thoughts inthe time of this duty, Ihave labouved
to compofle ’}ny mind, and fix it upon God ; then
with grearforce hath che Temprer laboured to di.
ftra&t me and confound me, and vo turn away my
mind, by prefenting to my heacrand fancy the form
of a Bufh, a Bull, a Befom, or the like, 35 if I thould
piay to thofe , to thefe alfo he would at fome-
times (elpecially) fo hold my mind, that I was a5
if I could think of nothingelfe, or pray to nothing
elfe but to thefe, or fuch as they, |
- 89. Yer attimesI fhould have fome firong and
heart-affe&ting apprehenfions of God, and the re-
ality of the truth of his Gofpel: but oh how would
my hearcac{uch times put forth it {elf with unex-
preflable groanings! my whole Soul was then in
every word,l fhould cry with pangs after Gsd, thac
he would be merciful to me 5 burthen I thould be
- daunted again with {uch conceirsas thefe, J fhonld
think that God did mock at thee my prayers, fay-
ing, and that in the audience of the holy Angels,
This poor {imple Wrewch doth hanker alter me, as
1f I had nothingto do with my meicy, but to be-
ftow it on {uch as he : alas poor fool! how ait
- thoun deceived, it is notfor {uch as thee to have
" favour with the Higheft. o
go. Then hath the Tempter come uponme alo
with fuch difcouragements as thefe 5 You are very
hot for merey , but I will cool you 5 this frame
Thall not laft alwayes 5 many have been as hor as
vou for a fpire, bue [ have quench’d their Zeal (and .
with this fuch and fuch who were fallen off, would |
be (et before mine eyes )’ then I thould be afraid ]
thar ¥ theuld do fo too:but,theught T am glad this:
comes into my minde ; well,I will warch.and take
‘Wwhat heed I can : Though you do, faid Satan, k/
1hall be too hard for you, I will cool you jnienfiblyJ

il le




- Grace whonnding 23
thfe who through the fear of death were all their life
time [ubjelt 1o bondage ; Heb.2.14,15. I thought
that the glory of thefe words wasthen {o weighsy
on me , thdt ' was both once and twicé ready to
(woon as Ifar, yet not with grief and trouble, bur
with @©llid joy and peace, S

96, At thistime alfo I far under the Miniftry of
holy Mr.Gifford,whole Do&rine,by Gods prace,was
much for my flabilicy., This man made it much
his bufinefs to deliver the People of God from all
thofe falleand unfound refts that by Narure 'we .
are prone totake and make to our Souls; he pref-
fed us to take fpecial heed, thar we took not up
any truch upon truft, as from this or thatorano-
ther man or men, butyo cry mightily to God, that
he would convince us of the reality thereof, and
fet us down:therein by his own Spirit inthe holy
Word; for,faid he,if you do otherwife,when temp-
rations come; if ftrongly, you not having received
them with evidence from Heaven, will find you
wang thar help and firength now to refiftyas once
you thought you hal, :
~ ¢7. This was .as fealonable to my Soul, as the
former and latter rain in their feafon; for ¥ had
found ,and that by. fad experience,the truth of thefe
his words, _(For Y had felr, no mancan fay, efpe-
“cially when tempred of the Devilthat Fefus Chrift
i Lord,but by the holy Ghoft. ) Wherefore § found my
Sou! thorew Grace very apt-to drink in this Do-
@rine, and to incline to pray to God that in po-
thing thar pertained to Gods glory and my own
€ternal happinefs, he would fuffer me to be with-
eutthe confirmarion thercof from Heaven 3. for
now. I faw clearly there was an exceeding diffe-

“rence berwixt the notionsof flefh and blood, and
‘the: ‘Revelations: of God in Heayen, alfo a grear
iffergncerherween that faich thae is fained and g
8r _ colding

g3 to the chief of Sinner.
fad at the confideration of my many blalphemiesy
and as I was (aying in my mind,What grotund have
I 1o think thar f, who have been fo vile and abomi.
nable, fhould ever inherit erernal life 5 that.word
came fuddenly npon me, What fball we fay to thefe
things 2 If God be for ws, whe can be again$l o ¢ Rom,
8.31. that alfo wasan help unto me, Becaufe I five,
you fhall live alfs, Joh. 14. 19, Bur thefe were bu
hints, touches, and fhort vifirs, though very fweet
when prefent, onely they lafled not ; but like to Per
ters Shect, of a fudden were canght up from me u
Heaven again, Alt.10.16. R,
~ 93. Burafterwards the Lord did morefully and
gracioufly difcover himfelf unto me, and indeed
did quite not onely deliver me from the guilt that
by thefe things was laid upon my Conicience, but
aifo from the very filth thereof, for the remprati,
on was removed , and I was put into my right
mind again, as other Chriftians were, -~ .
o4, ) remember that one day as [ was traveling
into the Countrey, and mufing on the wickednels
and blafphemy of my hearr, and confidering of
the enmity thar was in me to Ged, that Scripture
came in my mind, He bath made peace by the bloed of§.
his Crofs; Col. 1. 20. by which I wasmade tofec
bothagain, and again, and again,that day, thar God
and ‘my Soul were friends by this blood; yea,l faw
that the juftrce of Ged and my finfulSoul,could im-
brace and kifs each other through this blood : this
was 2 good day to me,! hope I fhalinet forgetit.:
_ §%. At another time, as 1 wasfetby the fiteis
my houfe, and mufing on my wretchrednefs, the
Lord made that alfo a precious word tinto me,
For as much then as the children are paveakers of fleft
and blood, he alfo bimfelf likewife 1ok part-of by
fame, that through death he might defivey bimhat héd
ihe power of death, that i the Pevikr zywi&ﬁ;r
! f .

i
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24 Grace aboynding
cording to mans wifdom,and of that which cotes
by .a man being boin thereto of Ged, Mat.16. 15,
a6, 1 Tobn s, T ‘
. 98. Buroh! now, how waswy Soul led from
truth to rruth by Gad! even from the bireh and
‘Cradle of the Son of Gad, to his alcention and f&
~gond coming frem Heaven to judge che World,
.- .69, Truly T then found upon this account the
great God was very Good unto me, for to my re
wembrance there was not any thing that then |
<ricd to God to make known and reveal untome,
but he was plealed to do it for me, I mean not one
Jpasbof the Gofpelof the Lord Jefus, but T was
opderly led into it 5 me thought 1 faw with
-great evidence, fiom the relation of the four Ei
vangelifts, the wonderful work of God 1n giving
Jefus Chrift tofaye us, from his conception and
‘birth, even to his fecond coming to judgement;
e thought T wasasif I had feen himborn, asif
;1 had feen him grow up, asif 1 had feen him walk
. thorow this world, from the Cradle to his Crofy,
to which alfo when he came, I faw how gently he
.@ave himfelf to be hdnged and nailed on it for my
#fins and wicked dgings 5 alfo as I was mufing on
shis his progrefs,that droped on my Spirit, He was
drduined for the flaughter, 1 Pet.1. 19, 20.
“Yoo. When I have confidered alfo the truth of
his refurredion, and have remembred that word,
* ‘gouch nie not Mary, ‘8&c. Ihavef{een, asifheleap.
ed at the Graves mouth, for joy that lie was rifei
;again, and had ger the conqueft over our dread:
£ul foes, Fobn2o. 17. I have alfo in the: Spirit
feen him a man on che right hand of God the Fa3,
‘ther for me,and have fecn the inanner of his com®,
ning from Heaven.to judge the world with glog
‘xy, and have been confirmed in‘thefe things BY;
ghefe Scriptuses. following, Aﬂfll,g,loq--dﬂgg“

. 4

the Pyincevf Peace, dyc. 1fal 6.8

of the Quuakers, and the orhier'was che guile of fi
for as the Quabers did eppofe his Truch, (o G

k3 and as 1 faid, the giilt of fin did HeH

LVCEE
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to the chief of Siriners. 5]
86, Aflc10.42. Heb, 7.24. Hibo 8. 38. Riv.1.18.
3 Thef. 419,18, Once I was much troubled to
know whether the Lord Jefus was botlt Man &%
well as God; and God as well as Man; and téisty
‘ zn thofc dayes, let men fay what they would, uas
¢fs1 had iv-wicth evidence from Heaven,all was ap,
nothing to me, Icounted not my felf fer dowd i
any trath of God; well, I.was much tronbled 2«
bout chis point, and could not tellhow to be el
folved ; at latt, that in the fift ‘of the Revelatimd
came into my mind, - And ¥ bebeld, aid lo, in 1h#
#idft of the Throne o and of the fonr Beafts ;- adi i
the-midft of 1be Elders flosd 4 Lamb 5 in the midf¥
of the Throne,there is his God-head, s the mid(¥
of the Elders, there is histman hogds but'( i
thoughrthis did glifter,it was a goodly-touch di
gave me fWeet fatisiadion ; ‘Mhiir other Seriprire
alfo did help me much inichid Foies 2 Child Hbora
to us & Soniis ghveny . and the giwernment fhall be 'udin .
his fhoulder, and bis Name foall bé called Wonder{Rl}
Counfellor; the Mighty God, she Everlafting Father,
B £ 24 R

. 101, Alfo befidesthefe fcﬂti{ipgs-df’ﬁeé i‘n{ﬁiQ
Word, the Eord made vfe of éwo chings to'cina
fictn me in thefe things, the. on2 was the errors

d
did the mrore confiemme in it; by leading metn?
to the Sariptures thae did wenderfully mainfahi

much, for fill as that would ¢oitic upon M€y chie
bloed :of Chrift did take it"off spidin, and Fgain] -
aad-adaifr, and chdcroo,fweetly dccording to-the
Blariptune 95 .0 Friends, ¢ry foGod to révedlJetag
CHuifrlited you, thereis none dedcherh like bins ¥/ 1
" Yoz, It would betoo long for, me here to flaj;
2 %ell you- in: particuler "How God di -'Arem.e

Lt ———— S A TSR R



tothe chief of Sinners. 3y
temptation, and had fet me down fo fweetly in
the.Faith of his holy gofpel, and had given me
fuch firong confolation and blefled evidence from
heaven touching my intereft in hislove throygh
Chrift 3 the Temprer came upon me agaia, and
that with 2 more grieyous and dreadful tempraci-
on then before. 0
106. And that wasto fell and part with this
i moftblefled Clyift,to cxchau_ ge him for the things
of this life; for any thing: the tempration lay up.
onme for the (pace of a year, and did follow me
fosontinually, that I wasnotrid of icone day. in
amonth, no not fometimes one hour iny many -
dayes togethey, unlefs I was afleep. . .0
. 107, And though, inmy judgement, 1 was per-
fwaded, thacthofe who were once éffeftually in -
Chrift (as 1 hoped,through his grace, Ihad feen
my felf)cquld never lofe him for-ever( For the land
foall not be fold for ever, for the Land is mine., fagh
God, Levit, 25.23.) .yet Ic Wasa coniinual yéxatie
onto-me, to think that I fiould have fo maghas
one fuch thought within me againft 2 Chrjf} g -
Jefus, that hid doge for mé a5 he had dope., -
..108, But it was neithei: my diflike of the
thought, nor yet any defire and endeavour to ge.
fift iz, that is Jhe leaftdid fhake or abate thecon.
tinuation or tarce and ftrength thereal; forit.did
slwayes'in almoft whatever I theughr, intermix

36 . Grdve abounding . <"
down inall the things of Chrift, and low he did;
that he might fo do, -lead me into his woids, yea
and alfo how he did open them untome, make
them fhine before me,and caufe them ro'dwell with
me, talk with me, and comfort me over and over,
both of his own being, and the being-of his Son
and Spirit, and Word, and Gofpel. o =
_.103. Onely this, as 1faid before, I will fay un-
to you again, thar in gencral he was pleafed to
take this courfe with me, firft to (uffer. me to be
afflited with-temprazion concerning them, and
thep reveal them to me ;_as fomerimes I fhould
lie under grear guile for fin; even ciufhied to the
ground therewith,and then the Lord:would fhew
tne the death of Chyift, yea and fo fprinkle my
Confcience with his Blood, that I fhonld find,ang

i

that before I was,awage; -that in that-Gonfcience
where but juft now giﬁd‘-mcign,gni-mgg the'Law,
&ven. there would reft and abide theiPeace and
‘Yoyeof God thorqw Chuift.. ~ . . = ¢
<" to4. Now hal T an evidence for Heaven with
fiiny golden Seals thercon, all hanging n my
fight; now could I ‘remember this magifefiation,
and.the other difeovery of ‘grace with.conifort;
and fhould often long apd defire that the laft day)
were come , that,l.might for ever be inflamed
with the fight, andjoy, a:i:_,d cpt;‘zr‘_i"s_g_mon of !}1;;2
‘whofe Head wasicrawped with Thorns, W it felt therewith, in fuch fors thatI covld merche
EIQC:WRS fpi!. on, an_d BodY br_QkCﬂi'i' gﬂd\- SOB' ‘tat my‘ foéﬁ}f;ﬂb’op for 2 Iﬁ“ l‘}, AC}IDP_Q fiic .PFH’:;%
toadean offering for my fins : for whereas before bl 0 /% 100k o this or. that ; bie flll rhe
lay continually trembiing at the mouchof Helliyep, o otion ‘wonld come, ' Sell- Chrilt far thigy.u
fiow me thought I was got fo-fa‘g ehievrfrom, th fll Chrift for thit. 1C y - Sek LNy o,
I could aotf,ﬂ;h&;n‘.f ;001}‘:;1::?%2&*&32 é;%ﬁ;-l" 2109, FOmetimes i:"v:riqn,ld fon inhmy Hgughts
thought £, Lhat 2 ¥ ORI EOR Mot folitt)e aé a hundred times together, Séllhi
gﬁ@%hat!nﬁght die quickly; thatmy lapl o ot folite a8 # undred times tog + Séllhim,

) 11 himfell Hitmt ; again®t which, I'may fay, for.
begoneorefte . hhewl s
© " %o$. Butafterthe Lord had in this mannert

fhole houirs together I have Licen forced to fland
- - - o ™ M R ¢ . " : ) = " F . u
gracionly delivered me from this great and (ol ' |
o _ o teTAUREREC : , S—
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Grace.abaunding Saiail but God kw ife G'.bi‘fféj;sm'?ef;- t g9]
» o PP e & knows with a2s heavy a heart as mortal
i_ls;:cytmuallyge?nmglﬁt: fgﬁ‘ﬁeﬂggﬁ#ﬁgﬁa ‘man, I'think, ceuld bear ; where for the fpace of
1, h‘-'ﬂhhf*l’l,)’h:E :ifﬁé i t::y heart that might co§ ©¥0 hours, I was like a man bereft of life, and as
| ;?;?’;utghétrg;g&' ol fomecimes alfo the “Terapté ;g:i’ ﬂ;:g::: alti recovery, and bound over to eternal
L. ' IR . nt. ) ‘
 would make me bellere 1 hadconftheed ol 113. And withal, tharScripture did feizeupon
ot v, iR my Souly Or profane perfon, as Efau, who for one mor-
felof meat fold bis Birth-right 5 for youknow how thar
sfterwards when be would bave inberited the bleffing,
kewas vejelted, forhe found no place of repentance,
thongh be fought it carefully with tears, Heb.12.16,17,

- 114. Thefe words were to my Soul like Fetrers
of Brals to my Legs,in the continual found of which
I'wens for feveral months rogether. But abonr
ten or eleven a Clock oncday , as I was ‘walking
under 2 Hedge,full of forrow and guilt God knows,
and bemoaning. my felffor this hard hap, that fach
athought fhould arifc within me, fuddenly thiz
fentence bolted in upon me, The Blood of Chrift ve-
mite all guilt 5 ac this I made a ftand in my Spirice
with that, this word took held uponme, The Blood

e, T

-

gogetiicr. e
togt i%l-.' This remptatisndid pue me to fich fear
feft 1 fhonld atfome tjmes, I fay, confedt therét]
aud be overcome tHierewith;that by thévery fard
‘ofnty mind in labonridg to gainfay 2 H tafift chiy
srickednefs 3 ‘my very Bodyallo woeuldBé putin
6" @&ion -or métiofr { by way of ‘pufuing o
throfting ; fHillaniwerlng, as Fa{\geﬂgthg-&}eih-oyet
a4 bim, 1 will sor, | will ndt] ¥-will hor, |

weif 6, no nat for thoufards, tHotiAds) chiod
fﬁi&l@&! Worldss’ f_giié?’r ‘?HQF!"“B?%F ﬂigiilld,'{

ahe mid of chefd affailes fer ot lowa valluc &

" dii, even uneil 1{cavce well knelw wWhere [ wi

Bt haiwto be cotd Sedagain. st did T

2pOPPEY Bue cobebriel, one MOrING 2 & o - Rof Fefies Chrift bis Son cleanfeth % from all fin =

BRI T ¥ T aarde Ak ap- _ efﬂoﬂ;ﬁé[‘ce . LN : .d - now
ol el e s i il o ey S0
,“.&“'#f he wickBd ﬁi’g‘ﬂémon’ﬁiﬂ cuntingin mi ought 1 faw as if the Tempter did hear and fteal
Linfls ‘_:-!fb. ! ; Whim, (Al lim, [bilbim, 25 faft A"y from me, as being alhamed of what he had
foind, f gét prm, jet K 1 oxinf zvﬂiﬁh 216 it fH done, Ac the fame time allo I bad my fin and the-
#man, could ﬂ’g;}k&" alga;ﬂ‘w&‘éﬁ" Wa: 1o, il Blood of Chrift ehus reprefented tome, That my
;ﬁglni%,a :?zﬁ ;’Eﬁi‘m f;‘,f»ﬁg rig uﬁ‘ﬁd%; 4 fedtt cwek fin when compared ro the Blaod of Chrift, was
B o T e ot Taft aftbr hilch frivink 2o more to ir, than this lictle clot or ftone before
N ﬁ{ﬂgg;sgft{ﬁ? :{’1 A ,l' breach. ¥ felt thRRCs is to this valt and wide field that here I fee:

- n_%gtﬂ‘ll was 2 gf'f:;?n | 'b'ﬁ“e;"qt,t.é‘ﬁb }?n'"u‘ ifhe ol his gave me good crcouragement for the fpace of
%ﬁb&g‘ﬁ_tpafsthfo\! y hedre, b ok eﬁ s aonfal Yo or three hours,in which rime alfo me thought

ind'f chounghe alfo ‘thit I féle ,!ﬁ‘y,\ ri“conf J faw bg fati:h th? Sonof God as fuffering for my -
thereta, - o a S ooiae e Lo et Bur becanfe it carried not, itherefqre funk’ (-
27375, Now wias the batfel woft, -ghﬂ,ﬂmf My fpirit under exceeding guilragain, =70 - f

3 Bird thar is oy from the topal 4T reEs
Itég'fé‘n:""guilg ahdii"c‘afflil_"'dcffxzﬁ‘;«th}fxs e
e of ey Bed, T wetie sioplag fmtdth il
&% ... B : . -

T !

315, Sometimesalfo I (hould have atouchfrom

ein Luk.22.31. 1 bave prayed for thee, tharihy . B
‘ D Faith-
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4o - Grdceabounding .
Faifh fail vor 5 bur it wonld not abide upen me 3
neither could Tindeed, wheu I confider’d my ftate,
find ground 1o conceive in the leafl, that there
fhould be the root of that Grace within me, having
funed as 1 had done. Now was Itere’and rent in-
heavy cale,for many days together. -

'116. Then began I with fad and careful heart,
1o confider of the nature and largene(s of iy fin,
and to fearch in the ward of God, if I could in
any place e(py a word of Promife, or any encolt~:
raging Sentence by which I might take relfef,
wWheréfore I began to confider that third of Mark,
A manner of fins and blafphemies fhall be fargiven unta
the fons of men, wherewith [rever they fhall blafpheme : -
which.place me thought. at a bluth, did contain a
" large and glotdous Promife for the pardon of high |

offeftces 3 ‘but confidering the place more fally, I

chought it wasrather to be undertlood, as relaring

more chiefly ro thofe who had, while ina narural
. eftare, commitred fuch things as there arementl-
oned, but not to me, who had net oncly received
light'and mercie,; but that had both after and alfo
contrary to that, fo flighted Chriftas I had done,
©117.°1 feared therefore that this wicked fin of
min= might be'that fin unpardonable, of which he
there thus fpeaketh,But be that fhall blafpheme agmnﬁ.;

-the: Holy Gholty hath nevey forgivenefs, but # 10, danger’

of eternal damnation : And 1 did the rather givecres,
" dit to this, becaufe of thatfendrcncz lm;h:v 1;{51:;2:;;

) t afterwdrdsywhen D 1 T s 1 C €

ffge:;::c%gbl}fﬂpi;g‘: b‘:fwas vejcbbed s for he found no which he p_omm;ttet.i in'denying his Mafter; and

Jace of repentaice, thongh he fought i carefully with §indeed this came nigheftto mine, of any chae I

I; ,{;f.; JreR > : ; clould (ﬁnd; f(})lr he had denied his Si;mgm- as 1,3111,___;

Car . w began I to labour tocall again! tiar atter Lig t and Mercy recefved & yea,and that
tini_t:ihafgisni?aﬂ,bvi%{hingarhou‘.’aﬂd'times-twic'c'-_ 100, after warning given himi : Tallo coqu!g:‘c_d-
rold, ¢HAt the d:ty'was ver 1o come, -when I (hould] }!‘m he did 1t both once and thctg and that aftet

betempted to fucha fins concluding wich greg time to confider betwixe But though | put all thefe

b rempred ¥ o -indig comilances together,thac if poflible I mlghéﬁ‘nr_l’

indignation, bothagainft iny learcand all affaules,”
how { would rather have been torn in pieces, than -
fonnd aconfenter thereto : buralas ! thefe rHoughts
and wifhings, and refolvings, were now too lare:
16 help me 3 the.thoughe had pafled-mv heat, God
hath let me go, and 1 am fallen: 0, thoughtI,-
that it was withme as in months paft; as in the days
when God preferwed me ! Job 29.2.
.11g. Then again, being loth and unwilliug to
perifh, Ibegan to compare my fin with others, to
feeif I'conld find that any of thofe that are faved
had Joie as I had done. So I confidered David’s
Adultery and Murder,and found them moft hainous
trimes, and thofe too committed after light and,
grace received : but yetby confidering,? perceiveil
that his cranfgreffions were onely fuch as were.
againft the Law of Mofes, from which the Lord
Cheift could with the confent of his Word deliver
him : buc mine was againft the Gofpel, yea,againit
the Mediater thereof, o
‘ia0. Now again fheuld I be asif racked upon
the Wheel; when I confidered, that, befides the
vilt thac poffeffed me; I fhould be fo void of grace,
o hewitched : 'What, chought I, muftic be no fin’
but this ? moft ic needs be the great tranfgreffion ?
Pfal.tg.13. muik thar wicked cne rouch my Seul,
t Fob. 5.18. O what ftings did f find in atl chefe
Sentences ! - Rt
121. After this, I came to confider of Peters fin

I
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NS S - -Grdce abounding. ,
+ help, yer T confidered again, thac his wasbut 4 dea
nialof his Mafter, but mine was o felling of my Savi-
our. Wherefore I thought with my felfsthac 1 came
neaper to: Fudas, than either to David or-Peter.
" 122, Here again, my torment would flame our,
apd affli me; ‘{;ca, it would grind me as it were
te powder, to difcern the prefervation. of God to~
wards others,while I fell into the fnare: For-in my
thus.confidering of other mens fing,. and compa.
ring of them with my own, I.cosld:evidently fee
how God prefesved them notwithftanding their
- wickedne(s, and wonld not let.them, as he had
let me, ro become afon of perdition. _
- 133, But O how did my Soul -t this time prize.
the prefervation, that God did (et about his People!
Af: how fately did | fee them walk,whem God had
hedged.in ! they were within hiscare, proteftion.
and fpecial providence : thongh diey werefullas
bad asI by nature, yer becaufe he.loved them, he
. would niot {effer them to fall withoue the range of
. ‘Merey : bucasfor me, I'was gone, Ihad done it,
he would not preferve me, nor keep me, but ful-
fered me, becaule I was a Reprobate, tofall asI had
done.. Now did thofe blefled places that fpake of
Gods beeping his P eople fhine like the Sun before me,
though not to comfort me,but to fhew me the blef-
{ed {tare and heyitage of thofe. whom the Lord had.
blefled. ' . '
". 124: Then again, ¥ began to compare my fin
with the fin. of fudar, that if poffible-I might find
rhar minc differed fromthat whichin truth is un-
pardenable 5 and O rhoughe 1, if it fhould bebuw:
thebicadth of an hair, what a happy condition is
my Soulin!- And by confidering, I found chat fu.
«ss did-hig inrenrionally, but mine was againft-mey -

deliberation, bugminein a [carﬁxl;_hurry,ori:-‘;fd-l
L : ] . S e Y (4.
poN DA

o £

the found of

“could percet

\bpr
frivings; befides, his was commitred with much S '

so the cf:icfof-S£m¢,q,a : | 4&;

Aen. ThusT wastoffed toand fro, like the Locufte.
and driven front trouble to forrow ; hearing atwavs
au’s fall in mine carsy and of the
dreadful confequences thereof, _ :
125, Yet this confideration about Fudas his fin,
“was for a2 while fome little relief unto me: forf
faw 1had nor, as to the circom®ances, tranfgrefled
fo foully as hes but this was quickly gonc again,
for 1 thonghr withmy felf chere might be more
. waysthen one to commit the unpardonable finsand
that tao, there tnight be deguees of thae, as well @y
‘ofother tranfgreilions : wherefore,for onghel yet
_ vesthis iniquity of mine might he fuch
as might neverbe paffed by. S
126, Then was I ftruck intoavery great trem-
bling , infomuch that at fometimes I conld for
whole days together feel my very body as well'as
my minde to thake and torter under the fence of
) the dreadful Judgement'of God, that fhould fall on
thole thar have finned that moft fearful and unpar-
donable fin, Ifele alfo fuch a clogging andheavar -
my ftomach by reafonof this my teyrour, thaed
was, efpecialty at fome rimes, asif my breaft-hone
would have {plirin funder. Then I thought ofthat
concerning Fudas, Who by bis falling beadlong, burft
afunder, and all bis bowels gufbed sty A&.1. .0 .
‘127, 1feaved aHo thiat this was the mark shatche
Lord did fet on C'ditr, even continual fear and rrem.
bling under the heavy load of guilt thac he had
charged on im for rhe bload ofhis Brogher dbelk
Thus-did T wind, and twine,and fhiink underthe .
Jburden that-was upon me 3 which burdemalfo did
foopprels me , that T could neither fland nor go,
lie either ar reftor quiet. T s
Yee thac faying would fometimes cometo |
o Hebath veceived gifts for thevebellions o Plaly - -
, The rebellious & chought I3 Why furely they -
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4 Grace abounding
are fuch es once were under fubje&ion to
their Prinee even thofe who afterthey have (worn
fubje&ion to his Governmient, have takenup arms
againft him. !

gr28. This fometimes I thought on, and thould
fabour to rake hold theseof; that fome, theugh
fmall, refrefhment might have been conceived by
me : but in this alfo I miffed of my defire, I was
driven with force beyond it, likea man that is go-
ing to the place of execuiion, even by that place
where he would f#n cieep in, and hide himfelf,
but may not. | _ ?‘ __
. 129.” Again, Afrer] had rhus confidered ' the fins
of tiie Saints i particular, and found mine went
beyond them ; then I began o think thus wich my
falf: Set cafe I fhould putali theirstogether, and
mine alone againfithem, miight I not then finde
 fome encouragement ! for if mine, though bigger
v ohydn any one, yet fhould bue be equal to all, then
there is hopes: for that Blood. that hath verrué
enough to wafh away all theirs, hath allo vertne e
nough to do away mine,though this one be full as
big,ifno bigger,then all theirs. Heve again I thould
confider the fin of David, of Solomon, of Mana(feh,
of Perer, and the reft of the grear offenders, and
ftould alio labour what I might, with fairnefs, to
td aggravate ard heigheen theiv fins by feveral cirr
cumitances : bur alas! “rwas allin vatn. .
130. This ene cosfideration would always kill
~.  anyHeart, My finwm paint-blank agamft my Savicur,
* gud that roo at that height, that I had inmy heart
faid of him, Let himgoif bewill, O me thoughts,
chis fin was bigger than the finsof a Counr!'cy?-.._qf - di
a Kingdom, or of the whole world, fio'one pa
donable, nor all of rhem rogether, was ablg
cqual mine, mine our-went them every cne, ..
131, NowT fhould feel my'mmde-to‘ﬂq&ﬂg_‘_

o

5. 134, Far, God (faid ho) hath bee
for-thefe' feveral years alrcady, becaufe you a'e
ote of his3 you. bauling in hiseagshach beep nd
leifdnt voics to Him, and therefoie he Iéx you fin

¢ SR

1o the ci:v::ef of kaﬂer:.. 45

God, 25 from the face of adreadful Judges yetthis,
was my torment, | could not efcape fis hand, (
#a fearful thing to fall into the bands of the living
God, Heb.10.) Butblefled be his grate, that Scii -
pture in thefe flying fits would call , asvunning al-’
ter me, I have blotted our a5 a thick, clud thy nanf
greffions, and as o cloud thy fins-: Rotuitt ato mie, frr
Thavs vedeemed thee, 1a.44.22. burd cou'd notre-
turp, but fled, though ac fome times'r ciied, Re-
turn, as if it did hollow after me : for feared ro
clofe in therewich, left it fiould notcome from
God,, fg. that other was {ull {founding inmycon-

his hand, (1t

fcience;, For yu bnow how that afrerwards, when b:
would bave inberited the Bleffiag be wasrej:éted &c, -
~ 132. All this while my life hung in doubt bes
fore me, not knowing which way I fhould tip 5

“onely this Ifound my Soul defire, even to caft it
felfat the foor of Grace by Piayer and Supplication.
But O twas hard for me to bear the face to pray to
this Chrift for mercie, againft whom I had thus
moft vilely finncd ! yer T knew this muft be the
way, for mercy was no where elfe, =

133. Which when the Tempier perceived, he

“firongly fuggefted to me, Thas Loughtnot to piay
to God, for Prayer was not for any in my cafe, nci-
ther conld it 4o me good, becaufe I' had icje&ed
the Mediator, by whom all Prayers came with ac-
cepeance to God the Fazher, and without whora no
Piayer could come into his prefence; wheiefore

oW to pray, is burroadle fin tofin: ya, now

- 10 pray, feeing God harh caft you off,"1s the nexe

ygp_;of angerand offind him more then ever you
efare, :

n weary of yop

D4 .
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- this fin, that.?ou might be quite cut off,"and will
~you pray flill? Thisthe Devil urged, and fet forth-
19 that in Numbers, which Mafes faid to the Ch!!-: ,
dren of Ifracl, That becaufe they would not goupto
Poffefs the Land when God seould have them, therefore
for ever afier be did biay them out from thence, thaugh

. ‘they praged they might with tears,Numb.14.36,37,{5¢.

125. As 'tis faid in another place, Exod.21.14.
The gma:ﬁbat Eﬁns prefumprsoufly, fhall be taken from
Gods Altar, that be may die: Even as Joab was by
King Solomon, when"he thought to find fhelter
there, 1King.2.17,18, ¢yc. Thele places did pinch
e very fore; yer my cale being defperate, I
~thought withmyfelf, Icanbur die, and1f it muft
be o, it fhall once be faid, That fuch a one diedat
the foot of Ch:iftin Piayer : 'this I did, but with
great difficulty, God doth know 3 for full thar fay-
ing about Efun would be fet at my heart, even like
" flaming fword, to keep the way bf the tree of .
Life, left' I fhould take thereof, and tive.” O who
‘knowshow hard a thingI !‘opngl it to come to God
in prayer! T

fgé?" Idid alfo defive the Prayers of the People
of God for me,but | feared that God would give
them. no heart to do it ; yea, Tthembled in my
Soul #6 think that fome or other of them fhortly
would tcl me, that God had faid thofe wordsto
rhem thar he once did fay to the Prophetconcern-
ing the Children of Ifracl, Praynat for this Pecpley
$or I have rejefted th.my Jer. 11. 14. 8o, Pray not for
him, for I bave rejeted bim : Yea, I thoughethat he
frad whifpercd this to fome of them il; eady, onely
vhey durft notteli ne (o, neither darft T ask thent.
of ity forfear if it houll be fo, 1t would make me’.

gy f, Man kuwes the beginning of [ prelt e :
quite befides my fcl ks ¢ PPrecious Saviour, condemn , lay.guilc upon, and -

1in €(aid Spira ) but who baunds the iffuds thereof 2.
Jm’(37_o Ngw a)l'fo did the TCI’{IPF{;{‘ tbfcgru to meck;

a »‘ L j
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tothe chief of Sinners. 4?

me in my mifery, faying , That feeitig Y liad thus’

parted with the' Lovd Jelus, and provoked him to - -

difpleafure who fhould have ftood betweenmy*
Soul and che flame of devouring fire, the way was
‘now burone, and thar was, to pray that God the
Father would be the Mediator berwixt his Son and
iney that we might be reconciled again, and thac
I might have that bicfled benefitin him that his
bleffed Saints enjoyed. . —
138, Then did that Scripture feize upon my
Soul, Heisof one mind, andwho canturn bim? Ol
Iaw twas as eafie to perfwade him to make anew
world, a new Covenane, or iew Bible befides thae
we have already , asto pray for fuch a thing : thig |
was to perfwade him that whae he had done ala”
ready was mieer folly , and to perfwade with him
toalter, yea, to difanul the whole way offalvarion ;
and then would thac faying rent my Soul afunder,
Neither is there falvatian in ary oiher , for theve i tione .
other Name under heaven, given among& meny whereby
we miift be faved, A&t.4.12. ' ST
139, Now the meoft free, and full , 2nd graci-
ous words of the Gofpel,were the greaceft torment
tome ; yea, nothing fo athited me asthe thoughes
of Jefus Chrift : for the remembrance of 2 Savionr,
becaufe 7 had catt him off brought both the villany
of my fin, and my lo(s by it, tomind. ©’cis fad ro -
be defiroyed by the grace and mercy of God ; to
have the Lamh , the Saviour , turn Lyon apd De. -
ftroyer, Rev.6. 1 allocrembled at the fighe of the
Saints of God, efpecially ac thofe that greatly loved
him, and rhat made ir their bufinels to walk con,.,
tigually with him in this world 3 forthiey did borl';
da their words, their caryiages, and all theirex.
preflions of tenderne(s and Tear to fin againft theje

#fo add convinual afliction and fthame unito iy
o S ~ 140. Now -

’




48 Grace abbnnéinﬁ-— | 2 I

140. Now allo the Tempter began afrefh ta
otk my Soul, faying , That Chriftindeed did pi-
ty sy cafe , and was forvy for my lofs: but for as}
muchas! had finned, and tranfgreffed as 1 had
done, hecould by no means help me, notfaveme
from what I feared ; for my fin was not of the na,
ture of theirs, for whom he bled and died, neither
was it counred with thofe thar were Iaid to his
charge whep he hanged on the trees _thcrcfore_un-
fefs he thould come down from Heaven, and dica.

" new for this fin,though indeed he did greacly pity
me, yer I could have no benefit of him. .

141. ButO how this would add ro my affiiction, §
vo conceit that { fhould be guilty of fucha {in, for
which he did notdie! Thefe thoughts would fo

- eonfound me, and imprifon me , and tie meup
fiomFaith, that I knew not what to do : but oh
thought I, that he would come down again,O that
the work of Mans Redemption was yer to be done
by Chrift; how would I pray him,and intreat hin
to count and reckon this fin amengft the reftfor
which he died 2 But that would {trike me dowy
Chrift being vaifed from the dead , dieth no moie;,
Death hath no more D minion over bim, Rom.6.9.

Y42, Thuswas1always finking, whatever I did
think or do. So one day I walked to a Neigh
bouring Town, and fare dewn upona Sertlein the
Street 5 and fellinto g vehv deep paufe aboutth
wmoft fearful flaze my fin had brosghrme to 5 and
afer long mufing , 1liftccd up my head, but my
chonghe T faw asif the Sun rhat fhinech in the hea
vens dilgrudge to give me light,.and as if the v

gy flones ia the fiiect, and tiles upon the hou'
did bend themfelves againft me. O how happ
now was every creawure over I was! for they ftof
faft, and kept theic flation, but I -was gone.
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'ﬂtiléb%h-twenry.times in an hour,

to the chief of Sinmers. 49

144. Then breaking our in the biuwerne(s of my
Sonl, 1 (aid with a grievous figh, How can God com-
fort fach 4 wretchas 12 1 had no (ooner (aid it bur
this returned upon me, asan eccho doth anfwer a
voice, This fin is wnot unto dzath. At which Iwasas
if T had been raifed our ofa grave, and cryed our a-
gain,Lovd,bow could(t thou find our fuch aword as this?
For 1 was filled with admiracion at the firnefs, and
alfoat the unexpeftednefs of the fenrence.
144. Now I was in hopes that my {in was not
gnpardonable , but thar there might be hopesfor
me to obtain forgivenefs. But O howSaran now di}
lay about him , for to bring me downagain! "Bae
he could by no means do 1t, neither this day, nor
the moft part of the next : for thit good fentence
flood like a Mill-poftarmy back. Yet towardsthe
evening of the nextday, I felechisword beginto
leave me , and to wichdraw its fupportation from
‘me, and fo Ireturned o my old fears again, byt
with a greardeal of grudging and peevithnels, for
I feared the forrowofit.
© " 145. Bucrthe nextdayatevening, being under
many fears,] wene to feek the Lords and as | pray-
ed, I cryedto him inthefewords : 0 Lard, T be-
feech thee fhew me that thow balt Lved me with an e-
verlafting bve, Jer. 31.3.
but wich (weetne’s it veturned npon mé . I have lop-
wed thee with an everlating Lve. Now T went ro bed
at quiet, alio when ! awaked the neXt miording, ic
was frefh upon my Soul. Qe
136, Buryetthe Tempter ]
not be fo lirtle as an hund-ed times tharhe thay
day did fabour to break my peace.  Othe combars
‘apd.confliéts thac 1did then meer with! as I ftrove
o Hold by this word.thar of Efau weuld flie jomy
liledo Lightning - T fhould be fomerimes u

1 had no fooner faid ir,

lcfc me not for it could

YetGod did
beag




to the chief of Sinners. SY
med and confounded, and never open their mouth an
more becanfe of their (hame, when I am pacified fowards
thee for all that thou haft dme, faith the Lord God,
Ezek.16.36. Thus was my Soular chistime (and
as I then did think for ever) fet atliberty frombe-
ingagain afflited with my former guilt and amaze-
mear, _ :
150,- But before many weeks were over,1 began
to difpond sgain, fearing lefk notwithitanding alf
that I had injoyed, thacyer T might be deceived
ind deftroyed ac the laft @ for this eonfideration
came {trong into my mind, That whatever comfore
and peace Ithought I might have from the word:
of the Promife of Life; yet unlefs there could be
found in my refrefhmenta coucurrance and agree-
mentin the Scriptures, ler me chink what 7 will
thereof, and hold it never fo fait, 1thould finde nor
fach thing at che end : For' the Scripturescannot be
broken, John 10,35, . L
152, Now began my heart.again to ake, and
fear T might meer with difappointment at the laft.
Wherefore 1 began with all ferioufnef(s to examine
my former comfort, and ro confifer whetlier ene
that had finged as L have doxi€, ‘might with confi~
dence truft upon the faichfiulnefs of God laid down
Inthofe word§by which I had been comforted,and

0 Grace abounding -
bear meup , and keep my heartupon this word,
from which I had alio for feveral days togethe¥
“wery much fweetefs and gomfortable hopes of
pardon. For thusit was mide our tome , I/oved
thee whilft thou waft committing this fin , 1 laved thee
before, Ilow:thee fill, and X willlovethee for ever,
'147. Yer I faw my fin moft barharous, and a fil.
thy crime , and could not but conclude, and cha
- with great fhame and aftonifhment,thar L'had hor,
ribly abufed the holy Son of God ¢ wherefore I felt
my foul greatly to love and pity him, and my
bowels to yearn towards him: for I faw he was
fill my friend , and did reward me good for evilt
yea,the love and affe&tion that then did burn with.
in to my Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, did work
ac this time (uch ftrong and hot defire of revenge:
‘meitc upon my felf for the abufe I had done unto
him, thar, to{peakasthen Icthonght, had I had
2 thoufand gailons of blood within my veins, |
could ficely have {pilt itall at the command and §
feet of this my Lord 4nd Saviour. '
148. And as [ wasthus in mufing , and in my
fudies how to love the Lord , and to exprefs my
love to him, that faying came inupon e, I f thow,
Lord, (hould$t mark iiquity, O Lordy who fhould ftand}
but theve ts forgivencls with thee , that thon mayftbejinthote . d been rted
feased,Plal.130,4, The'e were good wordstome, §on which 1 had leaned m}'_;_fg]!—'; bue fiow was
efpecially the latrer part thereof, towit, that there broughthofe fayings to my minde, Forir isim=
is forgivenefs with theLord ; that he mightbe pffible for thofe who were once’ enlightned avd bave tas.

feared 3 thatis, as then. Tunderftood it, that helffed the beavenly gift, aidwere made partagrsof. the’
mighe be loved | and had in reverence : for it wit ,ﬁ’b;Gbc_Sf; and bave taftéd the. g‘-’ad"’f?’r of Gadl, and.
sthusmade out to me, That the great Goddid ferfi We Powers of the World to cote 5 i t}pge P

7 is prer € thQ®ay,"te renew the m again unte repentange, g

bizh an cfteem upon the leve of his prer Creatures th vy, 1ew th. m ag range, Feb 6, For.

- 1-a§ber,tbfn ke would go without their love,, he wonlsll we fin wilfully after we bave receive th‘k"m’kd ~
pardontheii tranfgveffins. ’ L ;

o o M the truth, there Yemains nam.efdf;m'ﬁm for:
149. And now was that word fulblled . on magdceriain fearf, S guh, i nduual B
and T'wat 2l(o refiethed by it Then fball they b afdtiationg which fhall dsvour the adutifaries; He

A certain fearful booking for of Fudgempente 4 ery:
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Grace abounding

who for ene moyfel of ‘meat fold big
Birthright 3 for yow know how that afterwards when be
would bave inherited the Bleffing,be was rejedtedsforke
fowrd o place of vepentance; though he fought it care
fullywich tears, Heb. 12, L
" Ys2. Now was the word of the Gofpel forced
from my Soul, fo that no Promife or Encourage.
ment was to be found in the Bible for me : and
fow would thar faying wosk upon my {pirit toafi
fli& me, Rejoyce not, O Ifrael, for joys o8 other People,
Holo.1. for I aw indeed there was canie of re.
Joycing for thole thac held to Jefus; buc as for me,
T had cut tay {elf off by my tranigreffions, and left
fny felf neither foor-hold hor hand-hold amongft
ali the ftayes and props in the precious Word of

sz

Even a5 Efuu,

1 did now feel my felf to fink

B . And ol
- 152. And troly houfe whofe foundarion is de-

into & gulf 4s an

- firoyed, 1 did liken my felf in this condition un.
to the cafe of fome Child that was fallen into a Mill.
thift co fera-
le and fpraul in the wacer, yet becaufe it could
therefore at

So {foon as this

pif, who though ir could make fome

find neither hold for hand nor foot,
Jaft it maft die in thar condition.

10 the chief of Sinmers. a 53

Twas glad it was but for many days. Thus, I fay,'s
dbld recal my felf (omedimes, and give my felf a
help : for asfoon asever the words came in,at firft
j knew my trouble would belong , yet this would
pe but fomerimes , for I eould noralways think on
his, nor ever be helped though 1 did. ‘
155, Now while thefe Scriptures lay before e,
od laid (i ac oy door, char faying in the 18 of
wkeswith others,did encourage me to prayer:then
he Tempter again Iaid ac me very fove, fuggefling,
That neither the mercy of God, nor_yet the blood
of Chrift,did ac all concern me,nor could they help
ne, for my fin : yet thoughe 1, T will pray,hur faid
he Tempter, Your finisunpardonoble. ~ Yer fajd
y I'will pray. SoI went to prayer to God ; and.
while I was at prayer,I uttered words to this effed:
ord, Satan tells mey That neither thy mevcy nor Chrifts
Nood is fufficient to fave my foul < Lord, fhall I honour
bee moft by believing thou wilt and canft,or by believing
ok neither wilt noy canft 2 Lord, I wonld fasin bonour
bee by beliewing thou wilt and canft. :
186, And as I wasthus before thé Lord , thae
kriptare faltned on my heart, 0 man, great isihy
Fatth, even as if one had clapt me on the back, as *
iy on my knees before God; yet I wasnor able ro

frefh affault had faftened on miy Soul that SeripruteRelieve ehis il almoft fix monthsafrer, for I could

came irito my heart, Tt
and indeed I found ir was C 1
delivered nor breught to peace again until well

nigh two years and an half were compleatly finis

fhed.” WHerefore thefe words, thoughincher

" felyes they

i

“who fdared

many days ave HOL

T r84. For, thought 1, ma oL
. every gy danwill have an end ; chergfc

ing I wasf be affticted not a few, but many dgy.

This is for many days,Dan.10.14,
fo : for I could mot be

tended to difcouragement 5 yet to Mg
thiscondition would be eternal, they
_were it fome times as aa hiclp and rcfrcm%;c_nt::_

ot think chat I had Faith, or that there thould be
word for me to alt Faith on 5 therefore I fhoujd
lill be as fticking in the jaws of defpardtion, and
Feat mourning up and down, crying, Is bis mercy
can gone 2 is his mercy cleangone for ever 2 And I
oughit fometimes, even while I was groaningin
hele expreflions,they did feem to make a queftion
Rt the‘l:g’t was or no; yer I greatly feared ic was,
P197. Atanother time { remember I was agsin
utider the Queftion , Whethéi: she blood; of
which
doubhe,

1

‘was futficient to fave my Soul? In
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‘54 @race abounding ,'
doube f continited from morning till abour feven n
or cightdt night ; and ac laft, when1 was, as it§f!y
‘were , quite worn sut with fear leftie thould not
lay hold on me , thofe werds did found {uddenly
within me, He is able : but me thought this word
able, was fpoke folond unto me, It fhewed fucha
great word , and gave fucha jufile to my fear and
doube, (1 mean for the uime it tarried with me,
which was about a day) as I pever had from thay
all my life eichar before or aftet that, Heb7:28.
158. Bur one morning when I was again atpray:
and reembling under the fear of this, thatno word
of God conld help me,that picce of afenteace dar-

" ted inupon me, MyGrace is fufficient. At this me

thiought I fecle fome flay,as if there might be hopes Ty W
i grac

Bur O how good a thing is it for God to fend hig
Ward ! for about a fortnight before, I was loking
on thisvery place, and thenl thoughtit could uot
come pear my Soul with comforr,and threw dows
iy Book in 4 per; butnow itwasas if it had arms
«of grace fo wide,that it could not oncly inclofe me
bat many more befides, ] -

169. By thefe words I was fuftained , yet not
without exceeding conflifts , for the fpace of feven
or eight weeks : for my peace would-be in and ou
foteerimes twenty times a day Comfort now,an
Trouble prefently ; Peace now, and before I cou

conld held ; and this was not onely now and then
bur my whole feven weeks experience for ‘tlns '
bout the fufficiency of grace, and thatof Efaw's pa:
ting witf his Birth-right, would be like a patr§
fcales wirhin my mind, - ORE enul. W
be uppermoft, and fometimes again the other, &
coiding to which wonld be my peace. ar.sroublay
160. Thérefore 1 fiill did pray ro God y-thatly

- would come in wirh this Scripturé more fully

¥
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hedrt, to wit, ‘
che whole fentence ; for 43
e thus far; My grace is fufficient s
o farthier, it anfwered my fort
#it, that there was hopé § yery'b
visleftout, Iwas notcontented;
God for' that alfo
na Meeting-of,
rrour,for my ie
ind as I wasnow t
bettet, bur my cafe moft
words did with grea
pon ttie; My gracé .
fcient for theey
hice titiie s together 3

: ‘wherefore, one day _
ds People, full of fadnefs and’
ars agaiiwete firong uponme,
my Soul Wwas never the
fad 'and fearf
rddainly
‘tﬁg’e; M
e ¥ ufficicns for |
afid, 'O me-thoughe that -
ord was 2 mighty word untome; asmy; -
oy thee 3 ‘they were

t than ¢

hinking,

¢, and fuffici
e and fouietimes

vhich tithe; iy
lichened; that I wasas’tf |
ord Jefus Jook down' from Heaven through the -
Tiles ipon me, and dire tfliefc words nnto e '3
ine, it broke my hearri”
and 1aid me aslow asthé -
ohg with'me; T mesnin this’
yer it contthued
ks, and did ericourage me
on as that powerfull operaion
het'about Efau.
foul-did hdhg

"II'VIS be.
't6z. At

Isfent m¢' ourning h
od filled me full of joy,
hift, only it ftaid notl
yory. and ‘tefrefhing. cor
: : : sich me-for feveral weeks,
go dfurlong, as full of Fear and Guilcas ever heatgyhope. - By fo
i ws taken off my heatrsthat'or
irnedt ihon ‘me as before, fo my
air of Scales again, fometimes vp,and -
now in peace, and an’o%agz;m'

_comtfart;’

490 T
. vt _ Hnerimes
fometimes oné end wWoulBteFrgyf ~ %
7163 Thids'Y wene “on‘for ‘many we
Hnes comfopidd, ahi fometimes cotmen
‘ c}’:al}y-' at:fometimes my tormicnt’ Won
E

to the chief of “Sinntrs.
that he woild help mie foap?
yerit only helpeet
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ecaufe for thee,
btit prayed to
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former «

aF bigg

Wriderftandiiig wis.fo
hodgh T had feen the -

| 5;.’?__ .

ul,thefe
reakin
grace
for thees

it "on for ‘thany weeks, foure-
eeed, and |
' be
vey




~ to the chief of Xswners. C§7
then torthented. Lord, thought I, *if botly ‘thefe -
seriprures weould meet in my Hearratr onces 1
wonder:which of them woidd gat che befter of
wie.;So'erhought | had 2 lofigihg mind that:thdly
ight eolne both togethcr‘upoh—mé ;5 yea) I dex
fited of God they might. BRI
1216, “Well, abour twd op dlitea dayes sfrer, fo
they did indeed ; they. boﬂ_ﬂ;ﬁﬂm_@ ¥ upon mefdc
‘time, anit did work and Midggle ftangly id-me
30: a-while 5-at- laft, that"about EJhus. b:rgh-rhg}!‘:t
L;

58, - Grace-abounding ..

ver Jfor all thofeScriprures fore-nam’d in
HP) (érzziiﬁdulﬂﬁc'f,ét,b;fmc me;, 4§ the ‘only Sen
tepses thatwould keep me -ont of Heaven. The
agaip 1 fhould begin to repent, that cver i
thoight went thorow. me s 1 thonld alfo_thig
tﬁus with my felf; why,How many gcriprures ax
thereagainft me? there is but thre ot four, anf
canbor God mifs them, and fave me for all them!
Sometimes agaii 1 fiould think, O.f i weieny
for ‘fhc}é‘thfec or four, words, :noW oW might!
be comfpited Land | could ardiy forbear.ar fon
times, bzt to, wifl itlit.ln‘_;gllt?f the Book.- £ b
164. ThenMethouzhtd fiould feeas 1t bol
Péter, and Payl, ahd, Fobn, and all the Writen
did Jook.with fcorn-upoi me, and Nold mein g
rifion § and as if they {aid yrito,me, Al our word
afe triizh, .one of as muchforce# another ity
rigt we ‘that -have gue; y‘oﬂl'qff; _&ut_' you have cd
awdy your ftlf; there is niorie of our fentend
that you muft take hold npon buc thefe, and fud
as thefe 3 It # impoffible 5. theye vemaing no more fe
crificefor fin,Heb.6, And it Bad been bercer for the
not to. have known yhewill of God, than afier thy
e known ity 30 1411 from the holy compmandmey
dglivered unto thems {eb.16.; For1h
cafl be brokem, 2 Pet. 2. 21

began ro wax weak, andWichdraw, and vauith

ktid this-4boue the fufficiéAtYf Grace:prevailed,
with peace and joy. ‘And-as'Tivas in‘a Inyfe-a-
bour this thing, that Sciiptust cafite homte upon
e, Mevcy -iejaycetb‘égdiﬁﬂ.‘?'l?yg,érrfent- e

1:168: “This was a WoridSriiétit to me, yet traly
Pamape to vhink it was' of'God. for' the- Wotd of
the Law-4nd Wrath, muftigiye Placé to the Word
of Lifé arid Grace's becatife, though the Wo_x’d‘df
Condemnarioh be glorious, yer the Word of Life
diid Salvarion, doth far ekceed inglory, z-cb;f-.ﬁ__%,
8.9.10,51. Mar-9. 8,657 Fohné, 37, Alo, thar
M"; es and ‘Elia muftboth vanifh, and leave Chrift
‘and his Saines aloge, Y o oo o T T

. Scriptary ui 169. This Scriprure alft *i{i‘d_ qoiv}nnrgf{yé&ﬁ, .

B -;ziﬁr ifn’y“f}i;ﬂ’fi' Angbffgnr'b‘ “F%f,tﬁ!.bfho'mes‘g}??gf.(g
: < ; . khows N'#owife éaft out. *O the camibre thar I'Have Ha
165 Thus was confontided,not knowing % abiom chis word, in s wil? 1 %s who fhould fay)
whether the Scriprures coiild agree in the falvat by _.‘?".;fmﬁ“gsi- fat, 0 fﬁ‘ﬂg.aiw{‘ffe“ﬂi h‘?ﬁh?!&h
"onofmy Soul ? I quiaked at the Apofiles ; Lknev ,51_0“",-#'5!.’{ P%}_?P wobld ﬁlgt Jal o'::r rcé nng(z;;;
their words were tine, and that they muft fland JProniife ¥rony me, telli %, i e; thae Chiif} did
forever. oo ot édn e, and fuch'asT,b :ﬁqpegs_pfg)dwtr
" %66, And Lremember one day, a5 L'wis in diffink i 5};; hyd ¢ dot 49,;1&2,3 1 had done. j;_a;}f:
yil fiames of Spiit, ahd confidering thgt thediputl!84ihoés hit agiiny e here isin this
frames weye flill ac. ording to the naturg of the I¢ ﬁ' é?nk?f.cﬂgxssp;npnr].,utbrgf; that comes, hin,
veral Scripgnres that came in npon, my mind ﬁw 'that cometh to me, Lwill in'iio wife
e ' at of Efoiiplt 0
S y

r} B
" T e‘l e 4 e e . ol
th;is of gtaFc?thcn I Was_quie t3 but !t,t . A’ d tﬁ s W?:g f:mcml‘er ﬂi“, thatofﬂa;lé _
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58 Graot. avagnding. .. § . , - :

- fli tha ‘E‘?at’:a uféd iro take this Scriprure 2 chiclafs Siviners. "
e e e o-ngver dd (o muchasppethig) > 72 the chicf of Siine ¢

e . the reafipn wat, becdufe he thoughef domabundance have lcaried upon it graces 1 fee

‘Queftich, Bat dolgou.come ar.ght 2 And. T hayeldien t thought Tcould Wiilitiofecafe and-fre¢.
L/ Y

hi ing it ithme as it ‘was ‘with s Biéthren,
| was; for I faw tha ] itwas with'me as it ‘was ‘wich Fofephs 0,
kmcwgrgxglaﬁgié;w\?’::igrggge as l’w.a.a, a vile 3| the guilt of their own Wickednefs qld'gtsnlﬁrltl
;%godly finner »gnhrocaft my felf at the feer of :herm fwiga fearsG, thz;r th§i§ BBlI-'Ot?ScP' would atla
Mercya € §in: M ever Sata] defpile them, Gen. §o.18,16,17,08. ° ~ .
%ﬁ?ﬁﬁnﬁﬁ esiﬁ%fgi?jﬁ? ,wlas;ﬁn gnsf: 4 nl_;z- Butabove all the "Scr;pt:lrcs that yee] did -
-Fobn 3, he pull’d, and 1 pull’d but God be praifed,

réet with, thatin the twentiéth of 75{%33,‘\?:;{5
{.gpr fome fwéetngis fromie,! . o
: ‘_;'fi);;fo‘_, But,-notwit ftanding ail the{e helpsan)

| the greateft comforr tn rge, which (peaks of the
* “blefled words of gracey yet that of Efaus fcllingd

+ that was to fly for vefuge. Andif the avenger

:?g;lad purfut the flayer then, [dith Mofes;they that
Jhis birth-right, would fiill at times diftrefsm
lgg'x?i%ifenccg; ,ft;r thavgh T had been moft (weet

dre the Elders of the City of Réfuge, fhall noi deliVer -
‘comforted, and thal ju.t_;lfuﬁ;bcfdrc:,',-'-ycr whet

bitn into bis bandybecauféhe fivore bis Neighbouy ug~
- that came into ming, twould make me fear again
1 could not be quite. 5id thcl'fo‘;,ﬁ *twould every

me, that I felr with great térfour’; only tiow it ve-
blalphemou thoughy, I mean f 1 (oud ke muft not;, who lay in'wait 40 fhed blood, bur-he whb'
chis. Thae 1 had ﬁ-._-eh oft the Lord, Jefus Chiil] - 193. T thought veiily I was the ian that. muft
i t
Him nét ‘atore-time, no'I prayediineo him, was
" .thankGod al.o,

wirringly,and hated him not afive-time. O blefieid be
“day be with me : wherefore now Fwent anothae BRE L ST Bol o Gt 1 have ifghit b
“swords ar -peft.and give them their own nag I N0t W0 Ba ) o g Y Ly g
ol et gl ivecemths Gt Lt 9L ) Lk o
elylleft ¢ plu ' for had: fitligzen fny Neighbonr
ahis choice; Whethes he would be my Savionfenter, for becawse 1 Bac D (Y B0
P aT I b enser 26 nor | Heb. 13, shtender of finning againfthim ; yea, dnd againft -
Iwill never leave theeng .;f: rgf‘f éﬁjﬁ*ﬁﬁeif@ 35. this wicked Temptanonsihatl:ﬁ,réve‘f‘dx'%,tiﬁél e«
o " Crpen I‘Q i K) e et
ARG, L ot s s MR 1 oughe T haaighs o emes s -
vl X - - ~ H ! ! e é - Jsl- ».
z; i

God. for this word ! 1 was convinced that Twas.
way to wok, even'to confider the nature of thy & City of Refuge ? 0 1 found, That he
So when 1 had this copfidered, Ifound thatiffhe who did not Imre_.b;'; Nergb%gur bjefarq.'f Where-
or ,ﬁ’d;_‘fo;t,t'h'.é'wi'ckcd words were thefe, Let binfumbigeinglys and hated binm nbr afore-tie, Thared
‘O Lordy faid], buc il e noeh before s  yea, and: HO A i
‘Found it exceedirghard to ;truﬁ'hggﬁ qirand the Elders, wlichare the Apofiles; were

the flayet, and t*at thedvenger of blood pupfued -
.they were faitly takeni.th_e would: amount o fore, ™
g0 if hawill. Thep thakScripture gave me hope, -
: i wigl A1 s T W e L 3 1 it
ety A b leave lge. For il 6%ty heatt,, it didit'ih (pite- of my téeth :
‘fo offended him ;1 conld have 86 Weliver me np: Thia :theretdreéwas siear

mfoitto me, and did give me muchigioundof
R 3

Ly S 3 us
s )ﬁdi.f

Jay
1ave DR CXCECaS .
‘glad, thae this thought hiad nevér; i?ﬁ%? b

¢ Y
- gyi Yee being very critical, for my fwarrhad
R E3 made
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to the chief  of . Simntrs. ér
heir vifage changeds’ for:they lookéd:not for
. rimly onginc as before ] thopght they did = -And"
tft,; I came to'the fixch of the Hebrews, yet trems
bling for fear it fhould firike me 3 which; when 1
had confideréd, .1:fonnd that the falling there e
tended was afalling quire away ; thatis, as] con-
ceived, a falling from, and an abfolute denial-ofs
the Gofpel of Remiffion of fins by: Chrift : for
from thenythe Apoftle begins his argument,ver.x,
2,3. Secondly, 1 found that thisfalling away muft
be openly, even inthe view of the Wotld, even
fo as to put Chrift to an dpen fhame. Thirdly,1 found
that thofe he there intendeth “weie for ever fhut
upof God bothin blindnefs, hardne(s,and impeni-
sency : It i impaffible they fhould be'renewed again
‘untovepentance. . BY all théfe particulars, 1found,
10 Gods everlafting praife; my fin was not the fin
in this place intended. o ST
178. Thenl confidered that in the tenth of the
Hebrews 3 and found that the' wilful Sin there
mentioned, s not cvcr{lxwilful fin, but thar fin
which doth throew off Chrift, -and then his Com-
mandments too. Secondly, That muft alio be
done openty, before two or three witnefles, to
anfwer that of theLaw, ver-28. Thirdly , This
fin cannot be committed: bue with great defpite
done to the Spirit of Grace's-defpifing both. the
diffwafions from that fin, -andithe periwafions to
the contrary.: But the Lord knows,though thismy
fin was devilith, yet irdid noramount ro.thele.
179. And as touching that in the twelfth-of the
Hebyews -, about Efau’s félling his Birth-nighe:
though this was that which kil'd me,. and {loo
like a Spear again{t me ;a}:et;-now Idid confides,
Faift, Thac hts was not afty thoughcagainft the
e B cantinual labour of his mind 5 l‘).til‘a g?qugh:l, con-
. 397~ The which wlten;; beganto dos: ff;'fl'g }‘fntcd to and, put.in pt :;Ehc;c ikewife,-an _t‘lgg
RITETH E . LU

8o, - - Grace a{:qundwg C
made:me that 1 knew: moy what ground ywas fure,
enongh to teax me,. 1, had one queQjon. that my
Souldid much defige to be refolves ‘aboi__n_:;',an'g
thar was,Whether it be paffible for any Soul that hath
indeed finned the unpardopable fins yet ajrer that v
veceive, though but the leaft true fpiritual comfort
From God. thorow Chrift 2 the which, afier [ ad
“much confidered,] found the anfwer was,No,they
‘could not : and that for thefe reafons ..
- 17s. Firft, Becanfe thofe thar have finned that
fin', they--arg debarred:a fhare in the Blood of
Chrift; and being fhut oyt of thar, they muft needs
be yoid of the ‘%eaﬁ gronnd of hope , and fo o
{pitirual comfore ; for to fuch there remaing no more
chxijz:q fsw fin, Hcb.10.a6527. Secondlys. Becaule
they are, denied a fhare in the promife of Life:
.thg:y:zhg\} never be forgiven,neither 1 this world
arinshat which is yo coms, Aat.1 z-tg; . Thirdly,
The Son of God excludes them alfo from a fh
if his blefled interceflion, being for ever afhatued
to own them both hefore his holy Father, and the
.\ bleffed Angels it heaven, Mark8. ... ;.
"+ 7 {95. When I had with much deliberation cott-
fidered of this marter, and could not but conclude
th;tg};ﬁ@ord,h&d_cgmfertcd me, and thattoo ak
ger this my widked fin ;, then methought I'duift
vengure {p come nighpnto thofe moft fearful and
terpible Scripsures,-witQ which all this.while |
had been fo greatiy.affcighted, and.an. which e
deed befored dwift farge aft mine eye, (vea,hal
much adg an hundred;tjmes to forbear withing of
them put of the,Bitle,] for I thought they. would
defigoy me) but nows 1 fay; I began.rocake fome
meafute of Incouragement;, o come clofe o)
them,, so.read them,and confider them, and

------ 3

weigh theif {cope and tendence.

F .
L
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62. - Grac.abownding *

too after fome deliberations Gen.z5o - Sccondty, _-
Jt was a publick and ageh adiion, even: before his -
; many more-; this-made

Brother, if ‘not before: 1
his fin of a far more hainous: nature chen: other-
wifeit would have been.. Thirdly, He continned
to {light his Birth-tight : He dideat and drink, and
wenthis way 3 thus Efan DESPISED bhis Birth-
7ight + yea, twenty year after he was fonnd to de-
fpifeir ftill, And Efax j{did’ Ihave enough, my Bro-
ther, keep thar thou hafl.to thy felf, Geni.3g.9.
180. Nowas touchingthis, That Efan fought a
place of repentance; thusIthoughe : “Firft, This
was niot for the Birth-right, butfor the Bleffing;
this is clear from the Apoftle, andis diftinguithed
by Efau himfelf, He hath taben away my Birth.right,
thac is; formerly) andnow he hath taken away my
Bleffing: alfo, Gen.27.36. Secondly , Now this

being thys confidered, I came againro the Apo-

file,” to'fee” what mivht.be the mind of God ina
New-T eftament flile and fence concerning Efau’s
fin 1" and fo far 35:J could conceive, this was the
mind of God, That the Birth-right fignified Rege:
seration, and the Bleffing the Eternal Inberitance ;
for fo the Apoftlefeems to hint, Leftthere be any
prophane Jgerﬁu‘:, as Bfau, who J‘or one morfel of meat
Yold bis Birth-right : “as i€ he fhould fay,Left there
‘be any Ef{fon;ap}ongﬂ. you thar fhall caft oft all
:thofe biefled beginnings of God' thar at prefent
are uponhini; in-ord€r to’ a new Birth, left they
become a: Pfau,even beieje&ed afterwayds,when
they would inherit'the Blefling. - ' " *

181. Hor nany there.are, whoin the day of

‘Grace an4 ‘Mercy defpife ‘thofe things which afe
.indeed the Birrh-right to Heaven, who yer when
.the deciding-day appears,will cry asloud as £far,

}}, - Lordy Lord, opentoms ; but then, as Ifaac: would -
,Jé_t gepent, 0o more will God the Father, bur

- will

W

to the chief of Sinners, 63
will fay, T bave bleffed thefes: yea, and they: fhall be.
blefled s but as for you, Departs you are workers of
intguiry. Gen.az.32. Luk.13,29,26 27, .
182. When I had thus confidered thefe Scrip«
tures, and found that thus to underfland thenr
was not againft but according to other Scriprures,
this ftill added further to my encouragement and
comfort, and alfogave a grear blow' to that obje-
&ion, to wir, That the Scraptures could not agree in
the fulvation of my Soul. Andnow remained on-
ly the hisder part of the Tempett,for the thunder
was gone beyond me, onely fome drops did fill
remain, that now and then would fall uponme ¢
but becaufe my former frights and anguifh were
very fore and deep, therefore it did oft befall me
full as it befalleth thofe thar have been fcared with
fire, 7 thought every voice was fite, fire 5 every
lirele touch wounld hurt my render Confcience.
183. Butoneday, as I was paffing in the field,
and that too with fome daflies an my Confciénce,
fearing left yer afl yvas not righe, fuddenly this
fentence fell upon my Soul , Thy righteonfnefSis in
Heawen 3 and methoughe withall, I faw withthe
eyesof my Soul Jefus Chrift at Gods sight hand,
there, I {ay,as my Righteonfnefs ; fo that where-
ever Iwas, or whatever 'was a doing, God could
not fay of .me, He wants my Righteoufnef8, for thae
was juft befoxe him. I alfo faw moreover, that it
was not my good fiame of Heart rhat made my
Righreonfnefs better, nor yet my bad frame that
made my Righteoufnefs worfe : for my Righte-
oufnefs was %clhs Chritt himfelf, the fame yefter-
day; 10 day, and for ever, Heba3.8. - ..
. 184. Now did my chains fali off my Legsindeed,

I'was loofed from my afflition and 1rons,my tem-
prations al(o fled away .
thofe dieadful Sctiprures.of God left off to t.ou-
L ,

: fa that from thac.gme

ble
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64 . . Craie "&"””d”'g L to the chitf of Simmers,.
bleme ;5 now went alfohome rejoycing, for the
grace and love of God : So when I camg home, |
ﬁaoked vo feeif 1 could find that Sentence, Tbﬁ
Righeonfne[s is in Heaven, but could not find ch
2 Saving,wherefore my Heart began;to fink again,
onely that was brought to my remembrance, Heis
made wute ws of God, Wifdom, Righteoufne/s,Sand-
fication, and Redemption s by this word I{aw the
other Sentence tiug. L

18¢. For by thisScrptute, 1 {aw thar the May
Chrift Jefus, asheis diftiné from us, as. rouchi
his bodily prefence, {o he is our Righteoufnefs a
Sap@ificarion before God : here therefore I lived,
for fomerime, very fweetly at peace, with God
thorow Chrift ;. O methought Chrift ! Chift!
there was nothin? but Chrift that was before my
eyes: 1was nornow onely for looking:.upon this
and the other benetic of Chrift apart, as of his
Blood, Burial,or Refurrection, bur confidered hin
as whole Chrift 5 ashe in whom all thefe, andall
his ocher Vertues, Retations, Offices, and Operati.
onsmet together, and thaton the right hand of
GodinHeaven. R
186. *Twas glorious tome to fee his exalration,
and the worth and ptevalencie of all his kenetits
and that becaufe of this ; Now i could look trom
ny felf to him, and fhould reckon thae all chofe
Graces of God that now were greeniime, wei
et bu like thofe crack’d-Groats and Four-pence:
~ falf.pennies that 1ich men carry 10 cheir: Purfes,
‘wheén their Gold isin their Trunksat home : Ol
faw'my, Gold was in my Trunk at liome ! in Chuit
my Lord and Saviout : Now Chrift wasall ; a
my Wildoms allmy Righteonfnefs, all my-Sandt
ficarion; andall mly Redemprion. = ci 0t
“ 184, Further, The Loz did alloi leid me1ntey - of
shemyftery of Linion with this Sonof God,

Righreoufne

on Earth by my Body or Perfon:

ther, and made us fit together inbeave
Chrift Fefus; Ephel.2.6.

150.1,20
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138. Now 1 faw Chrift Jefus was looked onof
God, and fhould alfo be looked uponby-us as that -
common or publick perfon, in whom alltl-e whole -
BOC{Y of hiS_EIC& are always vo beconfidered and -
reckoned,thar we fulhilled the Law by himy, died.by -
him, rofe from the dead by him, got the .Vidory -
over fin, death, the devil, and hell, by him { when
ke died wedied, andfo of -his Relutre@ion : Fhy .
dead men fhall live, together with-my deadbody _
they arife, faith he, Ifa.26. and again, After two
dayes he will revive usy and the third day we fball
live in bis fight, Hof.6.2. which is now fulhilledby -
the fistinig down of the Son.of Man on the right’
hand of the Majefly in the Heayens ; accor ding
tothar to the Ephefianss He hath ratfed us up toge-
nly placesin

gwas joyned to him, that 1 was fefh of hisfiefh;
and tone of hisbone ; andnow was thatadweer
word tome; in Ephef-s. 3. By this allo. was my':
faichinhim,asm y Righreoufnefs, the more tonfir«:
med to me 3 for if he aud I wcre one, then his

: fs.was mine, his Meritsmine, hisVis ¢
goryalfo mire, . Now.could I fee my felf inHea- :
ven and Earthat once ; in Heaven by my Chrnift, |
by my Head ,by my Rizhteoulnels and Life,th

o? i shele blefled confiesasions and Scrips
tures, wish many other of a like.nature, were, -
thofe days made to fpangle in mine eyes, Prdif '
the Lovd God inbis Sanéluavy, praife himin the
mament of his power, praile bim for his mighty.alts,

rarfe bim according to bis excellent greatnefs,

i : . A e

190. Having thus infew words gtvenyouarafie
- of tiie forrow, and afflicrion that my Soul Wett Une .
¥ der by theguiltand texvor- that this my wicked -,
0 A



66" Gract abounding
thousht did Jay me ander ; and having ‘given yoir©
altoa touch ot my delivecance theréfiom, and of
the fweet and bleiled comfore that I met with af<’
varwards, (which comfort dwelr aboiira rwelvea-
month with my heatr, ito my unfpeakable admira--
ratidn)'l will now (Go‘(':!, wil in%? before 1 proceed--
any further, give yo. ina wotd or ewo, what, as'
I conceive, .was the caufe of this Temptation ;'
and alfo after char, waat advantige at cpe Jaltjc:
Lecame uynro my Souls I ‘
ro1. For the caules, conceived they were prin-
cipally two, of which two allo 1 wasdecply con--

visicedall the rime this'troublelay uponimz, The |

firft wis; Fo: that Idid not, when 1was delivered
from the Tempration that went before, full pray’
to G6d to keep me from Temprations that wete to
come:fot though,as ] can {ay 11 rruthmy Soul was
much in prayer before this tryalfeized me, yer:
thien I prayed onely, ot at the moft puincipally, tor-
the re-noval of prefeht troubles, and for tieth dif- -
coveries of love in Chrift: which 7 {aw afre:wards
wasor enough todo 5 I alfo thould have prayed .
tirat the great God would keep me fromn the evil
that'wasto come. ' : -
‘t92. Of th's I was made deeply fenfible by the
Piayerof holy David, who when he was under
refent mercy , yet prayed thacGod would hold:
‘h)im vack from fin and temprationto come: For
thens faith he, fball Ibe upright, and I{ball be inno-'
conefrom the GREAT rran{}reﬂion’, Plal. 19,13. by
this'very word was I gaule and concemned, quite
thorow this Jong temprarion. - - - -
193; That alfowas another word thar did much®
conemn me for my folly, in the pe:lex of this
we conie’ Boldly 1o the
bt ain mevtyy and find).

duty, Heb-4.16- Let us therefare

‘Throne of Grace, that we may obl LA

grace sobelp in time of need : this I had_ nov doney’
[ SR

L
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- othe chsef of SeAners. .
and therefore was fuffered thus vo fin and-full, ac-
cording to whatis writren , Pray,that ye enternot
jnto temprazion ; and tiuly chis very thing is to thib
day of fuch weight and awe uponme, that Idate
not, when I come befoie the Loid,go. oft my knees
wntil I inticat ham for help and mercy againft thé
ter.prations that are to come. 4 and I do befeech
thee,Reader,tnas thoulearn to bewareof mynegli
ence by the affiiétion thax for thisthing I<id for
days, and months, and years, with forrow undess
€ 1, e e N R
8 193. Another caufe of this temptation was;That
Thad tempred God 3 and op this manner did Fdo
it:  llpen a time my Wife was great with:€hkdy
and befoig hertull ime was come, her pangs, ias
of a woman,in travel, were fierce and firong up:
onher, evenasif tl.e would immediarely have faii:
len inlzbonr,.and been delivered of an untimely
birth :. now--ar this veiy tithe it was, thav X had
been fo_ﬂl:gn%ly tempred to quettion:the keing.of
‘God 5 wheretore as my Wife lay ciyingiy me;.I
{aid, bar: with-all f‘ecrez;' immaginatle,even thifk-
.ing 1 my hearr, - Lord, if thou wilt now remove rhis
fad affii &Fion from my Wife,and caufe that fhe be:tvou-
blea no more therewith this night ( and ncw weie
her pangs juft upon her) thenI fhatl know thas thou
canft difcern the moft fecret thought of the beart<.
“195. Ihad rofooner faiditn my Feair, bucher
pangs were takenfiom her, and fhe was caftintoa
‘‘ecp fleep, and fo {he continued till moining ; at
this I greacly marvelled s not knowing what to
think 5 but after I had keen awake a_good while,
.and heatrd her cry no more, I fell ro fleeping ahio *
.So whenJ waked in the motning, it came upon me
538310 »; even, what I had faidin my hearcthe lait
3 léh v [hpw the Loid tad flewed me that e
ikpew aqyecicr i oughus, which was agreat afto-
o A m?}znzcn_t_

5
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- Crdcd aboundng "

nifhnient unto me for feveral weeks afrer.
... ¥96. Well, abotit a-year and an halfafeerwards
_ghar wicked finful thoughr, of which Zhave{ps.
ken kefore, went thorow my wicked heate, even
this though, Ler Chriff go if -hewill ; fo whenl
was fallenunder guilefor thissthe remembrance of
my other thought, and of the eftelt thereof ,vvould
alio come upon me- vvith this retort, vvhich carri.
ed alfo rebuke along vvith ivs Now you may fee that
Goddoth know the:mof} fecret thoughts of rhe beart,
“mow youmay fee that God doth know he moft fecrer
shoughts of thebeare! . o T ,
.. .ioh« Andwith chis,that of the paflage§that was
bécwixt:-the Lord, and his fetvant Gideon, fellup-
con my:{pirit ; -how.becaufe thac Gideon tempred
God vvith his Fleece both vver anddiys vvhen he
fhould have believed and ventured upoft his Word,
therefore the Loud did arterwardsifo try him, as o
{endhini againftan innumerable company of Ene-
‘mies, and that toos a5 to ourward appearance,
wvithout any ftrength ot ‘help, Fudg. €hap-6; 7.
-Thus he ferved me, ‘and that juftly,” for I fhould
‘hiave believed his Word, and not have put an if

-uponthe all-feeingnefsof God.
" 153: And now to thew you fomething of thead-
wwgntages-thac 1 al[b'ga-ined by this Temptation:
And firft, By this I vwasmade’ continyally to pof-
fefs in my Soul a very vvondetful fence both of the
“peing and gloty of God, and of histeloved Son;
: in-the cemptation befole, my Soul vvas pel'plexeé
_yvith Atheifm, but now the cafe vvas otherwile,
‘novy vvas, God and Chrift conrimually before my
 face, though nor'in a yvayof comfoir, turina
Vvay of exceeding dredd and rerrour. ' The glory
- of'the Holinefs o Géd'-'did at ehiy golftfe’ break nié
- to pieces , and the’ Bovvels: and 'C x‘ﬁ?q
~Chrift did break me'as o the' Whelel 3 Yof 1t

t

4

o
L
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mighty hand of :God,

1uners, - 09

to the chief o

g gonﬁdg; him but as a loft-and rejeded Chxiﬁ‘i .
1Y

the :cmcm{t_);f;mcg of vvhich vvas as the contipua
ing of my oones. . RS T+
bmx?gk;. %I‘hi; ‘Sgiiptures now alfo vvere vvondesful
things unto me ; I favv thatthe vruth and veriy.of
them vvele the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven;
thote the SCripruies favour,they muftinherst blifsy
but thole tirey oppole and concemn, muft petith
for evermore i, O this vvoid,. For the Scriprures
cannot be proken, vvould send che caul of my heawt;
and{o vvauld that otkher, Whefe fins ye remity thej
e remitred,but whofe fins ye vetain,tliey are.xeraini
ed: Novy L favy the Apofiles to be the Eldersiof
the City of Refuge, Foffuzo.4. thofe they vvere
ioreceive in, viveie received to Life, bur thofe
th"a:':hgg, hut out, vvere to bg fain by, the avenger
of blood.: .+ . . o e
200, O, one fentence of the Scriprute did morg
Jfié and territie my mind, 7 mean thofe fentelmies
thar ftood againft me, (as {omegimes: F thoughs
they evely one did) mote, I{xy, than anéusmy.of
forey thoufand men thatmight have eomaggainit
m¢, Wo, Lbe o, him aganft vvhom the Sgripruies
bend themfelves. TR RS
201, Bythis Temptation I vvas made fce moig
into the natyre.of tﬁe P.omife, then ever Lvvas
lefore : fer I lying novy uembling under the
continually rorn and rent.
his-Juftice 5 this mace me,

¢

by.the thunderings ot

yyith carckul heart and w archful eye, vyith-grear

ferioufnefls to tuin over ey €1y leaf,aud withmich

%;nge-hce mixt vyith trembling , toconfiderevery
féntence , togetler vvith 18 naual foice and
‘;flti;udc,i- T L 1 . SRR
i.202, BY: this ‘Temptariof alf,o, I yvas grcatié

taren off my forme: foolifhy pradtice, of putrirg
the Worg of Bromile vi hey 1t came jnro ﬁ‘* .
. mird:
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90 Grdce absnmling -
mind ¢ for now,though 7 could not fuck that coth.
- foft and fweernels from the Promife,as Thad done
- atother times , yer, like to a man a finkinz, I
frouldcatch arall I faw : tomerly Ithoughe!
might:not mecdle with the Piomife, unlefs I fel
- s comfort ; but now “twas no time'thus ro do, the

- fvengeriof tlood roo hardly did purfue ie.

203, Now therefore I'wasglad to catch at that
ward;which yet I feared I had no ground nor right
Io own'y-and even to leap into the Bofom of thar
Promiie, that yer I'feared did thur its heart againt

God had-Iaid it down, withouit refiraining the na-

me... Now allo I fhould labour rorake thewoidas

to the chicf of Simners, 75
' i and as if the Lord had thruftae
uporotagel;; frf:,from him,as with a flaming fword.

?ﬁén I fhould think of Efther, who weunt to peti=

i i neiary to the Law, Efth.4.16. I
tion the King co y  Eft.4.16. 1

he alfo of Benhadad’s feivams, .
al?tlligropcs upon their heads to cheir Enemies for
merey, 1 Kin.20.31,86 c. the woman of Canaan al-
fo, that would not be daunted; though called dog
by Chrift, Mar.15.22, ¢yc. and the han thatwent
toborrow bread at midnighe, L;;k.!:l xc §,657,830¢e

reat encouragements unto me. ]
ycg.;s‘gl never fawg thofe heights and deprhs in
race, and love, and mercy, as 1 faw after this

' eation : great fins do draw out great grace;
;;Iclllgvherc.guiltis moft terrible and fierce, there
the meicy of God in Chrift, when fhewed to the
soul; appears moft high and mighity : When Job
had:pafled thorow his captivity, he had twice as
svch o he bad before, Job 42,30, Blefled be God
for Jefus Chrift our Lord. Many other things I
might here make obfervation of , but 1 would be
brief, and therefore fhall at this time omit them 3
and do pray God that my harms may ma.¢ others
fear to offend, left they alfo be made to bear the
jronyoakas I, . _ ]
It02°y7‘ Now I fhall go forward togive youa rcla_;‘
tion of other of the Lords dealings with me, 0

His dealings with me ar fund:y orher feafons, and
of the temiptations 1 then did meet wnrhal_l.ﬁ _
fhall begin vvith vvhat I met vvithvvhen I {ﬂ
did joyn in fellowfhip vvith the People of Godin

tural force of oneé {yllable thereof : -O _v%a_t did§
now {ee in that blefled tixch of Fobri, And hint thd
comes to me; I'will in rio wife caft ont ! now I began
to confider wirh my felf, thac God had -a bigger
mrouth-tg fpeak with, thanThad heart to conceve
with ;- Ttlioughtal{d ‘with my felf, that he {pake
nig hig words 1n halte, or in an'unadviled heat,but
with:infinite wifdomand judgement, and iyvery
ttuthand faichfidne(s, 2 Sam.3.28, - -
.; 204, 1 fhould in-thefe dayes; often mmy great.
eft agonies, even flounce towards the Promife (as
the horfds do rowardsiound ground, thiat yer ftick
intké mire) concluding (though asone almoft ke~
refrof His vvits chrough fear) on this Iwill reft,
»and flay, and leaye the fulfilling of itto the God of
heaven thar made 1¢.0 ! many a puil bath n? heart’
graéd with Sa-an, forﬁhat _bleffeid‘ ﬁirh-of.- o{ini_ Iri _
not now ,as at other eimes lookpiincipa oL} ~ra ded to the Churchy,
ctomfoit (though O how welcome WO}HX 1t 3"‘_-?5 %‘[f"‘:‘d d&ﬁ?ﬁﬂia’;“ﬁﬁﬁ'{‘ﬁ l:: the Order and Or-
beenunto me 1) but now a Word, a Word to least, ili:tn'c-'gs of Chrift vviththem, and vvas alfo ad--
a weaty Soulupon, that Imight not fink for ever} & '::fed by them ; vvhile T thought of that blefled
' 208i Yea, often when 1 have beeri Makingto, -gﬁainanc% of Chrift, vehich vvas his faft Suppes.
the Promife, 1have feenasif the Lotd would e, ‘yvich his Difciples before his deach, thar Sciiptuye. -
fufe my Soul for ever. 5 Fyvasoften as i Fhadrun : § TV F Dy

upon

.....
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iy Grass dbonding < £ the chicf of Simners.
72 Y bieag sowas tiade
. Speiche gormombrance of me,Lbk:22,19,Was made
o gﬂn;:ggiﬂ; word ujl'lto me ;.fqr' by it the LOI:d
Y T;i 4 ¢ down upon my conicience ‘with the dif.
dlve? of Hic death formy fins, and as 1 then felt,
flt;c".‘ag ifHeplunged me 111 the vertue of the fame.
Biit behold, Thad not beenlonga partake at ‘ﬂ‘-“j
Ordinance,but fuch fierce and {ad temprationsdi
atvend-fiie ac all times therein, both to blafpheme.
the Ordinarice, and to wifh fome deadly thing {?1
thofe that then did eat chtteofs thae left Y {ho'l::k
at any time be guiley of confenting to thefe \gl .
o anid fearful thoughts, 1was forced to bfnf‘my_
felf-all thie while to pray to God to keép me :) ?nf,
. fuch blafphenties 3 and alfo tocry to God tqf efs
the Bread and Cup to them , asitwentirom
mouth tomouth : "The reafon of this Eemptatl-on_
1 have:shought fince was, becanle 1 did not with
(Hat teverence a firft approachto partake chereck,

+

’ continued for three quarters of 2
egg,sa;n?l‘!::gfﬂld never have réft nor eafe ; burat
{i:& the Lérd ¢dime inuponmy Soul with that famc__
Scilprute by which iy Soul'was vifited before;
4nd afeer that, 1 have been ufually very well and
comfortable in the partaking of that blefled Ord-
nance.and have I ti ufl therein drfcerne(j thg Lords
Ede’a; proken for my fins, and that his piecious
Blocd had been fhed for my tranfgrefiions. N
20¢. llponatime Iwas {omewhat mclm}n; t!
a Confumption, wherefore about the Spring, !
was fuddenly and violendy feized wit :}t]u_:cl
Weaknefsinmy outward mans infomuch t f?lt
thoighe I could notlwe. Now beganl ::llt':f:I to.
ive my felf up toa ferious examinatiot are Emy
are and condition for the futare, and of my Evi-
dences for that bleflfed woild to come.. I o;;m
hath, 1 blefs the name of God, beetyémy l}l;f
coutfe, as alwayes, {o efpecially ini the day ol aty

1o come, clear before mine eye..

fedman?

botas 1 was wa

3.24.
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flition, to endeavour to keep my intereft in Life -

210. But I'had no fooner began to recall to
mind my former experience of the goodnefs of
God to my Soul, but there came flocking into my
mind aninnumerable company of my fii:s and
panfgreflions; amongft which thefe were at-this
vme moft co my afllition, namely, my deadners,
dulnefs, and coldnefs in holv Duties, my wan-
drings of hearr, my wearifomgefs 1n all good
things, my want of love to God, his wayes and

eaple, withthis acthe end of alt, Are thefe-the
fxuirs:of Chriftianity ? are thefe the tokens of ablef-

211. At theapprehenfion of thefe things, my
fickne(s was doubled npon me,for now was 1fick
inmy inward man,my Soul was clog’d with guilr,
now alfo was all my former experience of Gods
goodnefs to me quiite taken out of my mind, and
hid as if it had never been,nor feeh : Now was.my
Soul greacly pinched betwegnshefe two confide-
racions, Live | muft not, Die I.dare nor : now I funk’
and fell in my Spi:ir,and wasgiving up alt foi loft 5

rkimx up and down in the houfe,as.
a man ir a2 moft woful ftate,that word of God togok
hold ot my he vt, 2z are juflificd freely by bis grage
through the redemption that is in Chrift Fefws, Rom .

- 212. Now was I as one awakened ont of ‘fome
trow. Jefome fleep and dream, and liftening to this
heavenly fentence, I was as if I heard it thosex-
pounded to me; Stnner,thou thinkefl thar becatfe
of thy fins and infitmities, I cannot fave thy Soul ;
but b.hold my Son is by me, and upon him I leok,
andnot onci-ee, and will deal wichthee accord-
in\g.\_qs‘j am pleafed with him : at rhis I was great-
1y lighrened in my mind, aud made to underftand



" Grace abownding 1

- od conld juftifie a Sinner at any timeé, it was
té‘t:: !(c:gking upol'n.Chril’t, and imputing of his be-

nefits to us, and the work was forthwith done.
213. AndasIwasthusma mufe,that Scripture
came with great power upon my Spirir, Nozby
works 0 righteoufnefs that we have dene, but accor-
dingto [u mercy he fa:ved e ,&c.2TinLY Q.Illlg.g.gé

now was]gotonhigh, 1 faw my felf within ﬁ
arms of Grace and Mercy ; and though1 was be-
fore afcaid to think of a dying hour, yet 1now t{

aijed, Ler medie; now death was lovely ?n
beautiful in my fighe, for 1 faw we fhall never live
jndeed till we be goneto the other World ; O Me.
thought this life 1sbut a flumber 1n cqmpa.mfolia of
-thar above : atthis time alfo 1 faw more in thofe
.words, Heirs of God, Rom. 8, 17- then evet I fhal
be able to expiefs while 1live 1n thisworld ; Heirs
of God ! God himfelf is the portion of the Saints:
chis I faw and wondered at, butcannot tell you

aw. ]

thit:.{m another time, though juft before Iwas
pretty well and favoury 1n my fpirit, yet fudden.
fy there fell spon me agreat clond of darknefs,
which did fo hide from me the things of God and
Chyrift, thatIwasas if 1 had never feen or knowe
them in my life 5 1 was alfo fo over-run m my
goul with a fencelefs heartlefs frame of fpinit, that
1 conld not feel my Soul to move o« fiir afcer grace
an{ life by Chrift 5 I was as if my Joyns were
troken, orasif my hands ard f'ect had been tied
or bound wirthchains. At this time alfoI felt fome
weaknefs to {eiz my ourward man; which made
il the other afii&ion the more heavy and unccm:

215,
hree or tour days, ) €.
}u:ificnly fcle this word to found in my hearty:

.

to the chiefof Sinners. b4
wuft g0 20 Fefws 3 at this my former darknefs and
ath'gifm ﬂZd away, and thz_ Bleffed things of hea-
ven were fet within my view; while I'was on this
fudden thus overtaken with furpiize ; Wife, faid
1,1s there ever a (uch Scripture, Imuft go 1o Yefors 2
the faid fhe could not tell ; therefore I fut muﬁng
flill co fee if I could remember fuch a place, I'ha

- pot far above two or three minttes, but that came
bolting inupon me, And toan innumerable company
a{Angel: ; and withall Hebrews the twelfth about
t

e mount Zion was fet before mine €yes.
216. Then with joy I told my Wite, Onow 1

‘know, Iknow ! bur thar night was agood night
to me, I never had but few better ; I longed for
the comnpany,of fome of Gods people,that 1 might
have imparted unto them whar God had fThewed
me : Chrift vvas a prectouns Chrift to my Soul that
night 3 Icould fcarce lie in my Bedfor joy, and
peace, and tiinmph, thorow Chrift ; this grear
glory did not continue upon me until morning,
yer that twelfih of the Anthor tothe Hibrews,
Heb.12.21,22,23. was a blefled Scriprure tome
foi many days together after this. o

217. The wordsare thefe,¥ou are come to mount’

Zion, to the City of the living God, to the heavenly
Jerufatengs and ro an innumerable company of Angels,
to the general affembly and Church of the
whichare writtenin heaven, to God the Tudge of all,

and to the [pirits of juft men made perfelly and to Je-

[us the Mediator of the New Teftament, and to the
blood of [prinkling, that fpeaketh betrer things than

that of Abel 1 Thorow tiis
‘Lord led me over and over, firftto this word, and
then to that,and fhewed me wonderiul gloryin e-
-very one of them. Thefe words allo have oft i nce
Ahis rime been grear refrefhment ro my Spirite
:Bleffed be God for having mercy onme.
% . Fa

firft-born

leiled Sentence the
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. 76 Grace abownding

"4 brief Avcauitt of the Authore Callt
. the Work_of the Mintftery.

18- A Ndrow I am fpeaking my Experience, |
will in thisplacethiutma wotd o1 two
concerning my preaching the Word, andof Gods §
dealing with me in chat patticular aifd : Foraftel
‘1had been about fivé o1 fix years awakenped, and
helped to {ee Loth the want and worchof Jelus
‘Chrift our Lord, apd inabléd to venture my Soul
upon him : fome o% the mot able among the Saints
svith us, 1 fay the moft able for Judgement;and ho-
Tinefs of Life, as they conceived did pez€etve that
God had counted me woithy to Underﬁé';!d_ {ome-
thinz of his Will inhis holy and blefled Word, and
had g1ven me utreiance in {omemealureto exprefs,
bhat 1 {aw, to others for edification ; they defired
me, and vaat with much earnefinefs, that I would
be willing at fomevime to take in handinoneo
the Meetings to {peak a word of Exhottrarion ur

% tothem.

21g. The which, though at the firftisdid much | -

dath and abafh my {piric,yer being ftillby them de-
fired and sntreated, I confented 1o their requef,
and didtwice ar two feveral Aflemblies” ( butim
private) though with much weaknefs and infitme-
ty, difcover my Giframongft them ;5 at which they
not onely {ecmed to be, bur did {olemnly proteft s
in the fight of the great God,they were toth afted:
ed and comforred,and gave thanks totac Father of
Mercies for thegrace peflowed on me. g

T sn. Afver this, fometimes when fome of then
. did go inro the Countiey to teach, they would alfp
that I fhould go withthem ; where though as yfﬁdl
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o the chicPuf Siners, Y&

did not, not duift not niake ufe of 'y Giftin dn
open way, yet mt}i’%- ivarely ftill, a¢’ ”c;attnéiia'-
mongft the gondPeopteinthote places,t did fome-
times fpeak a word'of Adtonition utito thé alfo;
the which rhey, as the other, received -with pe=
joycing at the mercy of God'to me-ward; profef-
fing their Souls werc edified’ thereby. - - -
221. Wherefore ,to be brief, at laft; teing flill
defired by the Church, after fome folemn prayer
to the Lord; with fafting, I'was more particulatly

called forth ,. and appointed 10 a2 more ordinary

and publick preaching the Word, fintonely £¢ and
anongft them that believed, ‘butalfo to ofier the
Gofpel o thofe that had not yet 1eceived #he faith
thereof :. about which time T did evidendy'fihd in
my mind a fccret pricking forwaid thereto ; ftho
I blefs. God nor for défire of vain-glory,for at that

‘time | was moft forely afitictéd with *he fify daves

of the devil, concerning my éternal fiaté. ° °

- 222, Butyetcould norb conterit unléfs ]wds

found in the exerci’e of my Gift, unto Whichilfo

1 was gieatly animaced,nct onely by the conrintal
defires of the Godly, but ‘alfo by th’g‘t {ayinig of
Paul to the Corinthians, 1 befeech you rethen (ye
now the boufbold of Stethanas, thas i1 # 1pé fir
tuits of Achaia, and thar they have addidled them-

Jelves to the miniftery of the Saints) that you fubmit
your felves unto fuch,-and to every one ‘that helpeth
-with us and labouveth, [COr. 161586, 7 7

223. By this Text 1 was made tofee that the
holy Ghoft never intended that men who ‘have
Gifts and Abilities fhould bury them in the earth,

“but rather did command and ftir up fuch.to the cxe

erci’e of their gift, and alfo did commend- thofe
“thar were apt and ready fo to do,they bave addi&led
“Yhemfelves to the-miniftery of the Saints : this Setip-
ture in thefe days did continually runin'my thind,

F 4 to



Grace aboundin
and firengthen mein this my
have been alio incouraged from
feveral other Scriptures and examples of the God-
Iy, both fpecified in the word and other ancient Hi-
-~ ftories. .A&.8.4.§9' 18+24,25:09 ¢, 1Pet:4.10. Rom,
12.6. Fox Alls and Mon.

‘224, Wherefore, thongh of my {elf, of allthe
Saints the moft unworthy, yetI, bvt with greae
fear and nembling at the fight of n:g vwn weake
pefs, did fet upon the work, and did according to
my Gift, and the propoitiun of my Faith, preach
that blefied Gofpel that God had fhewed me in

. the holy Word of truth : which when the Coun.
erey undeifiood, they camein to hear the Word

. by Kund_reds, and that from all parts,
fu

nety and divers accounts,
22%. And{ thankGud, h ] me
meafure of bow:1s and pity for their Souls, which
alfo did put me forward to labour with greac dili«
gence ahd earneftnefs to find out fuch a Word as
hold of and awaken

might, if God vvould blefs, la

the Confcience 3 in which al{o the good Lord had

re{peét to the defire of his Servant : for 1had not
sreached long, before fome began to be touched
ythéWde and to be greatly afflicted in their

minds ac the apprehenfion of the greatnefs of their

fin, andof th.e1r need of Jefus Chrift.

226. But 1 at firft could not believe that God
fhon'd fpeak by me to the heartof any
counting my felf unworthy ; yet thofe who thuss
were tonched,vvould love me, and have a eculiar
nd though I did put it from me
“thar they fhould be awakened by me, flill they
“would confefs it and affirm it before the Saints of

God , they would alfo blefs God for me rs'
thy Wregch that Tam ! ) ar d count me Gods Inflru-
ment that fhevved to them the Way of Salvatjon.

78

to incouyage me,
woik foy God ; 1

e gave unto me fome

refpeét for me 5 2

227§ .

thoughupon .

any. man, flilf.

unvy of-

to the chief of Sinmers, 79
2:9. Wherefore feeing them in both their words
and deeds to he {o conftant, & alfoin their hearts
fo earncflly preffing afcer the knowledge of Jefus -
Chritt,rejoycing that ever God did fend me where
they were : then ] began to conclude it might be
fo, that God had owned in his Work fiich a foolifh
one as I 3 and then came that Woird of God to my
. heart with much {weet refrefhment The bleffing of
them that were readyto perifh is come upon me 5 yea,
I canfed the widow s heart to fing for joy, Job 2g. 13.
228, At thistherefore I rejoyced 5 yea,the tears
ofthofe whom God did awaken by my preaching,

would be both folace and encouragementto me 3
for 1 thought on thofe Sayings, Who is he that ma=
keth me glad but the fame thas # made forry by me.?
2Cor.2.2. and again, ThoughI benot an Apoftie to
stherss yet doubtlefs Iamunto you> for the feal of my
Apoftlefhip are ye in the Lord , 1 Cor. 9. 2. Thefe
things therefore were as another argument anto
me thar God had called me to and ficod by me in
this Work. '

_229. In my preaching of the Word, I took fpe-
cial notice of this one thing, namely, That the
Lord did lead me to begin where his Word begzins
with Sinners, that is, to condemn ali flefh, and to
open and alledge that the curfe of God by the Law
fdoth belong to and lay hold on ail menas they

come into the World, becaule of fin, Now this
parc of my work I fulfilled with great fence.for the
tergours of the Law, and guilt for my tranfgrefii-
ons,lay heavy onmy Confcience. I pregched whae
1felr, what I fmartingly did feel, even that under
which my poor Soul did groan and nemblec to a-
ftonifhment. S C

230, Indeed 1 have been as one fent ¢o them
from the dead ; I went my felf in chains to preach
tothem in chajns, and carried that fire inmy owp

. © CON-
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|0

confeiencethar I perfwaded them to beware of. |
eiteruly fay, and that withoue diffembling, that
Wﬁﬁnizaw})ccn to preach, 1 have. gone fullof
g’iﬂlt‘éﬁ 4 tetrour ebento the Pulpic-Door , and
S e hath been taken off, and 1 have been atli

eit
brpy 3n my mind until L have done my work, and
e el n before 1 could get down

fhvery inimediarely, even be _
the Pulpit-Stairs,have been as bad as I was befose.
¥et God carsied me on, but furely with a ftrong
hand : for neither guilt nox hell conld take me off

the other ekércife,
to God that he would make the Word effc&tail o
the falvation of the :Soul 5 flill being greved left
the Enemy fhould take the Word away from the
Confcience,
Wherefore |
as that thereby ( if it were poffible ) che finand
perion guilty

to the chicf of Sinners. 81
with ‘grear earneftsefscried

and {o it fhould become unfruitful :
fhould fabour fo to fpeak thie Word;

might be partichlarized by it
224. AlfowhenThave done the Exercife ichath

one to my heart to think the word fhould now

iy work. . Il a¢ rain on flony placess ftill wiflung from my-
231, Thus 1 went for the fpace of two yeas,§ heart, O tha " they who have heard me fpeak this
&rying out againft mens fins, and their feaifu flae] day, did Lut fee as1 do, what fin, death, hell and
btc"ah%%"of “hem. After which, the Lord came in} the curfe of God, 1s: and alfo what the grace,and

upanmy own Soul with {ome ftaid peace and coftl.
£ thorow Chrift ; for he did give me many fweer
difcoveries of his bleffed Grace thorow him:
«wherefore now 1 altered in my preachin (for il
§ préached what L {aw & felt ) now therefore I did
tuch labour to hold forth Jefus Chriftin all his
Offices, Relations and Berefis unto the World,
and did ftrive alfo to difcover, to condemn and re-
move thofe falfe fupports and props on which the
‘world doth both lean,and by them falland perifh.
O thefe things alfo I ftaid as long as on the other.
232. Atter this, God led me into fomething of
the myftery of union with Chiift : wherefore tha
{ difcovered and thewed to them alfo. Andwhe
1 had travelled thorow thefe three chief pointsd
the word of God, about the fpace of five years o
more’; Iwascaughtin my prefent prafiice, and
c.ftinto Prifon, where I'have lainas long to cor:
“firfi theT1uthby way of suffering,as J vvas befor
in reftifying Of;: it according to the Scriptures, 10
yvay of Preaching. s
¥ ?gg when 1 %axfe. been in prc_a_chm%, 1 tharl
God my heart hath often, all the time oF this :

love, and mercy of God s,
in fucha cafe as they
from him 5 acd
befote the Lotd, That if 1o be harged up prefently
before their eyes, would be a means 16 awaken them,
ard confirm them in the tvuths
fented.

ally when 1 have been engaged
Life by Chrift, withou: Works , as if an Angelof
God had ftood by at my back to encourage me :
O it hath been with fuch
dénce upon my own Soul, while 1have been la-
bouring to unfold 1t, to
‘flen it npon che Confcience of others, that I could
Hot ke contented wirh faying , I believeand am
fure ; mecthoughe |
Jawfal fo to exprefs my felf, that thofe  things
whichthenI aflerted,were true. '
236. When1 wene firft to preach _
broad,the Do&ors and Priefts of the Countiey did
openwideagainitme ; but _
this, not to render rayling for rayling, butro fee

therow Chrift, to men
are; who are yet eftranged
indeed 1 did often fay in my heart

Igladly fhould be con=

23¢. For] have beeninmy preaching, efpeci-

in the Doftrife of

powe and heavenly evi-

detnonftrate it, and.tofa«

I was more then fure .if it be

the Word a-
I was perfwaded of

how

——————

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQues;t LLC‘

Images reproduced by courtesy of The Huntington Library

N



32 Grice abennding

how many of their carnal Profeffors I could con.
vince of their miferable flate by the Law 5 and of
the want and worth of Chiift : for thoughe 1, Thi
fball anfwer for me in time to come,when they fball be
for.my bire before their face, Gen. 30:33.

237 Inever cared to meddle with things that
were controverted , and in difpute amongft the
- Saints, efpecially things of the loweft natre ; yer

it pleafed me much to contend wich great earneft.

nels for the Word of Faith,and the remiffion of fins’

by the Deathand Sufferings of Jefus ; but I iay,as
to other things, I fhould let them alone, becanfel
faw they engendered firife, and becaufe I faw tha:
they neither in doing, nor inleaving undone, did
commend us to GoJro be his : befides; Ifaw my
Work before me did runin another channel, even
to carty an awakening-Word ; to that therefore
did 1 ftick and adhere.

238. Inever endeavoured to, nor durft make
ufe of other mens lines , Rom. x5.18. (thoughl
condemn not afl that do) for 7 verily thoughr,and
found by experience,thir what was taught me by
the Word and Spitit of Chrift, could be (poken,
maineained and ftood -o0,by foundeftand beft efta-
Blithed Confcience : and though I will not now
fpeak all thar I know in this marter;yet my expe-
rience hath more intereft in that text of Sciipture
Gal,1.11,12. than many among(t men are awave,

239.1fany of thofe vvho vvere awakened by my
Miniftery, did after that fall back (asfomerimes
too many did) 7 can traly fay their Jofs hath beén
more tome, then if one of my own Children,

2gotten of my body,bad been going to 1t gravey
1 think verily I may ipeakit vvithouran offence-to
the Lard, nothing hath gone fo near mc as that,
unlefs itvvas the fear of thelofs of the falvation of
my ovva Soul : Thave counted asif 1 had ggo_dliy
' HH Al
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tothe cb:;cf of Si wners. 83

buildings and lordfhips in thofe places my Children
wese born ¢ my heare hath been fo wrapt tcllp in
the gloiy of this excellent work, that | counted riry”
{elf more blefled and honored of God by this, than
i he had made me the Emperour ot the Chriftian
Woild, or the Lord of all the glory of Earth with-
outit ¢ Otratwoid, Hethar converteth a dﬁmm
from the ervor of bis way,doth fave a foul from death !

240. 1have obferved, rhat wherelhavehad a -
work ro do for God, 1 have had ficft as it were the
aoing of God upon my Spisit to defire 1 might.
preachthere : Thave alfo obferved, that fuch and
fuch Souls in particular have been flrongly fet up«
onmy heart, and I ftirred up vo wih for their Sal-
vation ; and that thefe very Souls have after this
teen given 1n asthe fruirs of my Miniftry. I have
alfo obfexveds that a word caftin by the by, hath
done more execution in a Seimon then all thar was'
fpoken befides:fomerimes alfo when1havethought
1did no goods then 1did moft of all ; and arocher
times when I thought 1 fhou!d catch them, Ihave
fithed for nothing. o

2413 My gréat defirein my fulfilling my Mini-
firy,was, ro ger into the darkeft places in the Coun-
trey, even amongfl thofe people that were furcheft
off of profeffion ; yer not becaule ¥ could .ot ¢n-
duge the light (for 1 feared not to fhew my Gofpel
to'any) but becaufe I found my {pirit did lean moft

afrer awakening and converting-Work, and the

Word that ] €artied did lead it {felf moft that way;
Yea, [0 have 1 ffrived to preach the Gofpel, not wheve
Chrift was named, left 1 fhould build upon another
mans foundation, Rom.15.2o, : ‘

242. In my preaching,] have really been in paing
and have as it wete travelled to biing forch Chik
dren to God, neither could 1 ke fatistied unlefs
fome fruits did appear in my work : if T were fivit

lefs,

A




to thechief of Sinners,

84 Grace abonnding q
fefs, it matter’d nor who commended me 5 bueif 1 }P
weze fruitful,l cared nor wio did condemn. [ have
thoughe of that, He thas winneth jouls i wife; Pro,
y1.30. andagain, Lo Childyen are an heritage of the
Lord, andthe fmit of the Womb is his Reward: u
Arrows in the band of amighty man, {0 are Children of
the youth ; happy # the man that bath filled bis quiver
with tbem, they fhall not be afhamed, but they fhal
[peak with the Enemies in the gaterPfaI.xzy.g,%s,

243 Bur in this work, asina 1 other, Thad ity

-temprations attending me » and that of dives
Kinas + as fometimes 1 {hould be affaulved with
great difcouragement therein fearing chac I (hould
not beable to {peak tfu: Wo:d at all ro edificarion,
nay, that I fhould notbe able to {peak {ence unco
the peqple ; at which times T fhould have {ucha
firange rainene(s and firengthlelnefs feiz upon my
body, that my legshave fcarce been ableto canry
me 1o 'c%e place of Exercife.

“a44- Sometimes again, when I have been prea-
ching, T have bin violently affaulted with thoughts
of blafphemy, and ft.ongly tempred to {peak them
with my mouth before the Congregation. [ have
aifo at fome times, even when [ have begun to

fpeak the Word with much clearnefs,evidence, and
fibesty of {peech, yet been before the ending of
that Oppoitunity {0 blinded,and fo eftranged fiom
the chings Thave been {peaking, and have al{obin

(o fixaitned inmy f{peech, as to utrerance before
‘the people, thae | have been as if had not known
or remembred whar 1have been abour ; or asif my
head had been ina bag all the time of the exercife,

5. Again, Whenat{omeuimes I have been a-

Jbout to preach upon jome i mart and fcorching pi-
tion of the Word, 1 have found the rempret {ugget,
What ! will you preach this » this condemns yout

felf; of this yc?ur own Soubis guilty ; whelr)f;ggzﬁ |

own foul, as you will never'ger from under,
246. Ihave alfo,while found in this bleffed

ling cymbal, 1Cot.13.1,2.

ard yer, behold, the Cymta

whid have Gifs,bur ware faving-Cracess the

s
L
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teach not of i at all,or if you do,yet fo misige it
asto make way for your own efcape, telt infiead of
swakKening ot ers,.l?rou lay thatguile upon your

of Chrift, been ofren rempred vo pride andliftings
up of heatt ; and though I dare fipt fay, Ihave not
keen infected with this, yet erily the Lord of his

recious mercy hath fo cairied ir towards mé, thae
For the-moft parr Thave had but (mall joyrogive
way to fuch-a-thing : for it hath been my every-
days poition to be lernto the evil of myown
heart, and fill made to feefuch amulticude of cor-
nptions and infirmiries therein, that it hath cau.
ed hangirg down of the head under allmy Gitrs
and Artainments : I have fele this thorn in the
fleth (2Cor.12.8,9.) the very mercy of Godtome, |

247. I have had al{lotogether with this, fome fo-
table place or other of the Word prefeiited before
me, which word ha-h containedn ir fome tharp
and piercing fentence concetning the perithing of
the Soul,notwithftanding gifes and pares ; asfor in-
flanice, that hath been of gieat ufe unro me,Thoigh
Ifpeak with the tongue of men and angels, and bave
not eharity, I am become as founding-brafs and a tink-

243. A tinkling Cymbalis aninftrument of Mu-
fick with which askilful plaver can make fuch me.
Jodious and heart-inflaming Mufick , that all. who
hear him play, can{ca. cc}?v hold tiom dancinz ;

‘harh not life nieicher
comes the mufick f:om1r, but becaufe of the are of
him that playe: therewith : {o thenthe infrumene
st faft may come to nough- and perith, though jn
titrfes paft fuch mufck hachbeenma-le uponis, -
“ 149 Juft thus I faw iv was ind wilibe with them



| to the chief of Sinners.
ing-at the mexe Seffions yetrcommitted' me, be-
cufe my Siiretles would not confent o be-bound
that 1 fhould preach no miore to the people.

"252. At the Seilions sfter, I was indi ed for an
Upholder and Maintainer of unlawful Aftemblies
and Conventicles, and for not conforming to the
-National Wouthip of the Chavch of England; and
afeer fome conference there with thie Juftices,
was fentenced ro perpetual banifhment becaufe |
fefufed ro Confor.n. So being 2gain deliveredp
{0 the: Goalers hands, I was had hemé to Prifoh a-
gain_:and there have lain :ow above five yearand a
qidtter, waiting to fee what God will {1 uffer thefe
mento 4o withme., T

» 243. It which condition I have continued wi-h
much content therow Grace, but have met with
many - ruiningsand goirgs upon my heart both
fiom the Lord, Saran, and my own COITUPLIOnS 5
by alEwhich (glory be to-Jelus Chrift) Fhave atfo
weceived, among many things, much convitiion;
inftrudtion, and underftanding, of which at fagel

fhall not here difcontfe 5 onely give you,ina hite

.86 Giace abownding .
s hand of Chirift, as the Cymbal in the handof
!Il)aag]ied; and as Davidcould with the Cymbal make
chiat mirchin the fervice of God, asto elevate the
hearts of the Worfhippers ; fo Chrift ¢an ufe thefe

ifted men, as with them to affect the Souls of his
%eoplein hls Chuich, yet when he hath dore al
hano them by,as life eis,though founding Cymbals
250 THis contiderarion therefore togecher wih
fome others, were for the moft part as a maul on
the head of pride and defire of vain-glory : Wnat,
thought 1, fall Abe proud becaufe fam 2 foundit
Brafs? isat fomuch robe aFiddle ¢ hath not the
{eat Creatuse that hath life, more of Godint
¢han thefe : befides,7knew Twas Love fhould ne-
vér die,but thefe muft ceafe and vanifh : So 7 con-
cludeda little Grace, a litcle Love, a little of the
ertye Fear of God, is betrer thenall thefe Gifts:
Yeu, and am fully convinced of it,thar i¢ s pol-
ﬁb[é’fdr aSoul that can fcarce give a mai anan-
foer but with great confufion as to mechod, 1 fay
it is poffible for themto have a thoufand vimes
moré Grate, andfoto be more inthe lqve and fa.] fhall. T nere i g - Godly fo blefs
more e o thn ome whoby vertoeof | arewost wardtht oy W i R0 B
. > 2 . -
Gift ‘lf.’?‘?"wledg*‘-' » can deiive > T rarement , fhou'd the cafe be their owny Nor o
Angels: fear what man can do unto them. com R

L T Jﬂlimth'e‘Wurd of God asnow : them Scitpruies
A b'fff Acconnt of the Authors Imp rifonmett that 1 faw nothing in befoie,are made inthis place
L | £ the glotious Gos atid ftage ro fhine upon me:  Jefus Chriftalio was

151 . JAving made profeflion oft ngohlfr’lus o R0 niore re:d amt a'ﬁpar_ent then now'; hete 1
* E.L fpelof Chrift along time, and haan prca l‘l:j}'.ré'&;' ca him anid felr

4 the f: bout five year ; 1 was appre end-| fl £ s hed o fi ({)‘:}1;5;}:*;’?3-&,‘
_ the fame about y & WL duv nor preachedtnto’ you cuiiningly devl ed Yit-.
:?f;lt\a Meeting of good People in the CO.“;;:‘-‘{& ey, fi’}.‘-"i;. tftﬁ: : -and'rhaf,-’, GodraifedCht iﬂ;’f"*‘.’"
fmonatvar, e chey letmealore, TROWAY i eve him gy, st o faibndiogs
i preached thar day, but they took me AW} 0476t G 5 1 Petax,zo. were b effed words
from gmonft them) and had me before a Jufticty iog }'gﬂc'i“fhiS'inthfiﬁ’“fd condittot.” - -
who,after T had offered fecurity fox my appeatg. > ' G 153 Thele

L.
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- 8% - Grace abounding to thechiif of Simmers.

- 243.-Thefe three or fous Scuptires alfo hava: | E“t snfounstion tome; namely, to pray 10 God
been grex yefiehment,in this conditton,tome s § joe ﬂré‘ngthgn?if with il might, according o Jis
Foh.14.15253,4 Fob.16:33s Cob3e3sts Heﬁ?“ﬁ’? - gaﬁw powers wuntoll putience and long-fuffering
2354+, S0 that fomerimes,, whenl have-beenin | ghith joyfulnefs : I contdfcldom go ropiayerhetore

- the fgvour of them,I have beenatle tolangliat de< | pwasimprifoned;butfor e folittle as a year to.
firactiomand 1o fear neiiher she. Horfe nor bis Rider. | gether,this Sentence ot fweetPetition;would as it -
Thave had-fweet fighus of the forgivene’s of my | were ehiuftit (elf into my mind, and periwade me /-
fins i this. place, andof my t.’ei“gw}‘h']ef“r“’* tharif ever 1 would go thorow long-fuffering, I
another world.: Oithe Mount Zionatbe beavenly Feo | ‘mufthaveall patience, efpecially if 1 would en-
ufalem, thegnnumerable company of .A-nggl; > dnd | dureitj oquli’ly.- o ; |
Gadyhe Fudge of all, andthe pivits of juft menmade. ¥ 258. As to the fecond Confideration, thar Say-
perfedt and fefus, have beeniweet utitome inthis. | jng 2Cor.x.9. was of grear wlc unto nie,But we bad
plice : Thavefeen that hese, that fam perfwaded | 1pe fentence of dearh in our felves, that we might not
1 fhall never, whilein this world, beable toex= |yt in our felues, but in God that raifeth the deal :
’?1'3{_'5' 1 haye feen a erpchin;chat Scripeure, Whom 1 by 'this Sciipture 1 was made tofee that it eyerl

having not feen; ye bove:s. in whomy thoughnow ye | would fuffer righely, 1 muft firft pals a fentence

fee bim nobiyet belicvings ye rejoyce with jo y.unfpeak-

. ) of death upon e
et.3.8. - e
r God to ftand

nbfe,ﬂﬁ‘?f'f ull of glory, 1. P

called a thing of this life, even

ing that can properly be

very th
ro reckon my Seif,

286, I ngver knew: what it wasfo 0 my Wifeiny Children,my health,my eajoyments
by me:gt alf turns,and avevery. offer _"{-S‘ﬁrﬁne@f"; aﬁ{l all, as dead to'me, ‘& my {elf as dead v them,
as 1'}“‘1'355‘31‘.:“‘1 him finice 1 came in hithersforlook | ~ae0. The fecond was, tolive upon God that is |

, how fears have p:;gfcnte,d;tlle;mfelvc_s,l'o have fop- | jnvifible ; as Paul (aid in another place, The way -
ports -and:-encouragemetits; yea, whenl have | ot co faine, is to Lok not at the things that are fechy

ftarted even as it were at nothing elfe, Bur my
fhadow, yer God,as bein vc_;-'( tender of meé hath
noe (uffered me to be molefted, bur would with
one Scriprufe and another {Liengthen me,againft
all ; infomuchthat I have often faid,Were gt lawfulg
I could pray for greater trouble, for the greascy come. |,
foris [ake, Ectlel.7.14. 2CoL.1.5. .
257, Be

felt 5 If] provide

?za'm, if1 provide
Before I came o Prifon, Ifaw what wasa §- or bamfhment 3
coming,, and had efpecially two Confiderariony |
wgrm npon my hearc; the firft was, How ¢ B8 I ferings, is to rruft
able ro.endure, fhould my._impri'fqn;nﬁur,fpﬁkoﬂﬁ y

arid redions, ; the. fecond was, How 'ra he abie'
_ cncou‘,xit"gr death, fhould that be here my.p ortion,
Far the fitfk of thefc, that Scriptute Colux.1%

-

Y0 count 1he grave

the Warm, Thou av
__ lfﬂ‘miﬁal 1ze thefle

»
P s

gred

e e e
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but.ar the things tha
are feen, ave tempor
feen, they are etetna
. comgs at unawares, andfo
- ment is the worit,then if
? ged ; fo that 1fee the
.irg the world ro com

nefs, 1o fay to Corrupiion

f ave not feens for the things that
al 3 but the things that  are not
I  4nd thus | reafoned wich my
prifon, then the whip
does alfo the pillary 3
onely for thefe, then Tam not fit -
further, if 1 concludethat banifh-
de ath comesi am furpsi-
beft way to go thorow fuf-
od thorow Chrift,as toych-
erand as rouching this world,
b)auﬁﬁ, 10 mabe my bedin dark-
Thou art my Father, and 10
t iny Mother-and Sifter’s thatis,to
thiz.gs to me, G2 3¢

onelyfora

inG

7y



' to the.chief. of Sinners. %
‘ate of my concernments 3 bue if I forfook him
and his ways,. for fear of anz_1 tronble that '_fh,dq%ﬂ\ -
‘tome to me o mipe, then J fhould not only faflific
my profeffion,, but fhould couur alfo that mycony
ceinments were. not_fo fure ik left at Gods ﬁ;c‘&é

7 160. But notwithftanding: thefe helps, I foynd-
my felf a mian,and compatied with infirmities; the
g':;ting with my Wife and poor Chilcren hath ofe

en.to-me in tiisplace, 4s the pullicg the flefh
from my bones ; and that ot onely becaufe { am
fomewhat o0 too fond of thefe grear mercies, but
alfo becaufe: I fhould have often brought to. my

~ mind the many hardfhips, mifelles and wants that
my poor family was like to meet with, fhould 1 be
vaken from them, efpecially my poor blind Child,
who lay'neaier my heart than al1 had befides; 0
the thoughts of theharc fhiil thought this might

go under, would break my heatr to pieces.

241. Poor Child! thought I, what forrow art
thou like to have for thy poition in this world ?
thou'muft Le tearen,muft beg, fuffer hunger,cold,
nakednels, and a thoufand calamities, though i
cannot now endure the wind fhould blow. upon
thee : but yet recalling my felf, thoughe I, I muft
venture you al! with God, thoughit goethto the
quick to feave you : O I fawin this condition Jwas.
as 2 man who was pulling down his houfe u pon fore them. Thete things,1 {ay, have he!ped me,
the head of his Wife and Children ; yet thought 7, | when the thoughts of the mifery thar both my felf
7 muft doit, Jmuft do it : and now Ithoughtof | and mine might, for the fake of my profelfion, be
chofe rwo milch Kine thar weve to carry the Ark of expofed to, hath lainpinching on my mind.
God into another Country , and to leave their Calves | 265, When I have indeed conceired that Tmight
behind them, 1 Sam, 0.10,11,12. : be banifhed for my Profefiion,then I Fave thoughe

262, But thar which helped me in this tempta- of that Scripture, They were floned, they were fawn
tion, was divers confiderations, of which thieein afunder wererempted,were flainwith the [word, they
fpecialhere I will name ; the firft was, the confi- | wandered about in fhecp-skins and goat-skins, being
deration of thofe two Scriptures, Leave thy father | -deflituses affliled, rormented, of whom theworld was

Yefs children, Y will prefevve them alive, and letthy | ot worthyfor all they thoughe they were'too bad

¥ i fows truft-in mé : and again, The Lord faid Verily | 12 dwell and abide amongfy them. I have alfo
K (ball go well with 1hyremnant verily 1 will cauﬁ: thought of thar (aying, The boly Ghoft witnefleth in
the enemy'ro entreat thee well in the time of evil,8c. | €very cityy that bonds and affli dlions abideme 5 I have

263.1 hadalfo this confiderarion,thar 1 fhounld yeijly thought that my Soul and ir,have fometimes
now vertuse all for God, Iengaged God to take: } ;reafoned about the fore 8 fadreftace of a banifhe tcli

: 3 Lo care'§ - - Gy~ and

LY

while I ftood 1o and for his Name, asgthey wou
beif they were pnder my ewn tuition', thoug
with the denjal of the way of God. This was a
fmarting confidgration, and was as fputrs untonmy
flefh + that Scripture alfo greatly helpedit to fi-
ften the more upnn me, where Chrift prays againft
?udm, that God wou d difappoint him in all hus
elfifh thoughts,. which' maved him to fell his Ma-
{ler: Pray read it {obeyly, Pfal.109.6,7,8,¢5¢-

264. lglad alfo another confideration, and that -
was, The dread of the rorments of Hell, whichl
was fure they muft partake of, that for fear of the
Crofs do fluink from their profcifion of Chuift, his
Word and Laws, L efore the fous of men : and of
the glory that he had prepared for thofe that in

fzith, and love,and patierce.ftood to his ways ke«

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of The Huntington Library




? 63 - “G"'Btt’*a&r}ﬂwﬂig‘ﬂ\'t N >
. 4 ekited condition; how: they are’ expefed i) bueatico
* Higugéy, o cold, o perls, 1o nakedncls, to ent
. betpdieinadi-chitkeapoor fotlosaiandl defolase
T heels. Buel thank‘God hitherto: Mjdve not beey
_gitoved by thefe moft delicate reafonihgs,but | of{

. father by thetn tmore approved:jny heart to:God
286, Twill el youoi a preeey bufitrels : 7wa
once above all the' reftin a very lad-anil Jow con.
ditionfor many weeks, ar whichgime alfo Ibeing
but 2 young:Prifoner,and nor acquénred wi th the
Laws, had this lay much upon mvy {pirit, That my
imprifonment might end ax the Gallows ¥or ought
that Tcould tell; now therefore Saean laid:hard:at
;e to bear me out of heare,by fuggeftmg thusin,
to e : Bur how if when you cone ‘indeed to die,
your fhould be in this condition that s, a8 Bt to gid
{avour the thingsof God ,not rohave any evidence
upoti your foul for abeteer flate hereafter (for i
deed at t!;_a: rime all the things of God were hid

. fiom myfoul ), .. : .
a 2674 ‘w_hgré)féré when T at firft began ro chirk
« of tlifs, it was a great trouble ro me : for | thought
with'my felf, that in the condition I now wasin,
] was hot fir ro die,neither indeed did think 7 could
if I honld becalled toir : befides, 1 thoughe with
my felf,if I fhould make a ferabling it to clamber
i‘xp‘theiadder,yct 1 fonld either with quaking or
“other fymproms of faintings, give occaton to the

one Soul By

ntitn feflwit
Way

o

. ple, fortheit vifseroufnefs : this therefore lay Fhicrothy face:

: L

wWith great trotible wpon mec, for -methought] "iht Sou', ta de

‘Was afhamed ro die with a pale face, and tottcrieg f
knees, forfucha Cavfeasths.
" 268: Wherefore I prayedro God that he wonld

whiathe Tho osver no comfort appeardf 374, Nove vaasimg heare full of ¢
what hie fhould call me te5yct reapp b vis fincere' ; Twvould aot have
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[ hn)

b NI Ovs Aol
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1 am vefolved(God aiveme ik
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the litts Wherefore, thought 1, thie
g Wiy etextal !
n0 ; 'if God doth aot come i,
Twill leap off the Ladder even blindfold i
fwim, comé hitaven, comse heir 5 Lotd Jetus,
me, do; I vvill ventlee for thy Nane. -
' o ei fized nphn th

L3

c"_ﬁl?ehﬂ td ¢

1 Fow paing; an

Eme 44
for, 1

g i AdEtion,
ri biedih from i),
Qn that Sod migHr chiufe
Ege mie carbfOft HOW,OF at the hour,of death 5 but 1

bz 1 would hald'my.

i

beeh,
X

{

T 40 the ab;:fﬂf Sinser's,

s ftée s’ yea, tWis my

po

i

s ikt Chri

is refblurion;
Fab ferv# Goldfor nutigh
b‘t ﬂllﬁfﬁe
absdite ki, 8¢ b

Hithyafif i WilLLS:

4

¢
1ei

?

L4
%‘dﬁd him ?
 norhthg eafhicPLie
wive 21 uptishe
eves td:f!f;risg

i

¢ sy et g

-

; . 23
neinued hid:: L was. glfio-av this- time, (0
gly poflefied witl the thoughe of degth, thas!
1. wax ag.itd was on the Ladder, with thie Raper
& Yorme' ericoutages’

yoil go

i 2 n d
i S w‘ai! Eg oﬁ N
¥ riot whae 10 dé st 1aft this conlided.
“That it was for the W%tﬂ Ht_i_i}
mwhere fore T wab g4

whistfec hewgatt:
I:;:‘%}; f$
digtié o Rand vo By’
orfaem

éﬂ

htaits
s

]



kﬂ'

tam t’ne fé of G

' 1#64: Lab the ng

i 6. The _
' &dﬁ prg' ca e 1o 100X to God th Chf‘t_f t!_

934 - grdr:e d&aﬂddlzkg oy i

rrachid dmicomforted érerie time 1 think of mand I hope hall |-
* blefs God for ever. for' ll'lé teichicg 1 have ‘had by it, :
mpn!‘n; he Du{mgs of Gud to\vardl ma, T might relate, bat.
thefe. lhc fp ‘Ewoam ‘Batel have £ dedicated to mairs

hron 26. 27 -
o f:n 'STO N, |
Dl'altﬂié'runbhtm:t atever I metmm inmy life to-}
abftidn the Baths shdieuth of theGotpely is cho warlty

- aud: m&so e bhicrr; wikenhils temptation conies, it takes away

wygirdje rommey t‘h Temoveth the. toundation from under
mc : 0 1 have ofien thought of that word, Have your loyas girt

abont mtb trach s ?nd of that, Wbm the fbaml.mqm are deflroyed
ebiis db

'3 fhavc wondeted' m}jgh 'it.this one thing, that though God

~da ¥ Soul ‘with peget {0 blefled 2 di TRoverie of himfelf,

found ag am, that futh hours have attended me after
1 have bxén jn miy fpirit (o fitledwith darkaeD, that

Igé{.ﬂﬁ rot {6 mch ds an: coricéive what ﬂ: £ God and that'

( cam}q:t Wi’ with which i havebecn rcfr:lh

t'Rivé ometiies’ Ice? ;norc i 2 line of. thc B:blc then 1

- ‘? ;d yyellrell hovy to fta and. Ynder,. & yetat another time the

B‘b!chazh eep Lo me 3s. dric as a flick, or raei er my
fvbrento drad and diie dnto it, that 1 could notcon.’
£9 “dram of pefrefhment, theugh T have Iooke it over,
al £ars, 1[1:; au;c the beft that are made by the Bload.

a'goudly thing to be on outr Knegs

q.:ms
fore God s 1 hopc 1 know fome-

W;t ,Cl;vﬂt m oumn;sh
thing’aF thelé thinad
g 7, Jipth- sday f‘cvep abominations in my hearty 1.In
23
c.inings to unbelicf, 2. Suddenlie totorget the love and mercie
ﬂuiﬁhz it manifefteth, 3. Altaning to the Warks of the Law,’
dﬂr}gs and- coldne s pprayets 5. 10 forget towatch for

| ofcfnfﬁ md onﬂ my%:lmlszhefwecte{t that is mixgwith
' tid

tay for, . 6. 3PL, tp mprmur becanfe i haveno mord, and
,;f; rnlé ie. to abule uhn, L havr, 7 Tcan do noneiof thof? thin
ands o bur my. corruptions will thruft In
Jx t; cn wp:.i %’ do gnod, evil iap fefent with mey’,
'z 4: Ny Y lu:f'e ih: s, Iconu;;uaw? 5& an? lce;gld sndhmt?;tﬂ ¢ e.
md e cciwu et the Wifdomo wh o taen. §-
ur &ﬁpc;[gd P y ayma‘kc ne ablior’ oyl 2 'rhcy 3
from irufting .y heatt: 3. “Yhey convinee me'of B
gt;;qfuif ciencie of all mh rent nth:cou!nefs,, 3, They Thew,
éﬂ'::y of ﬂcetn o Jefus; §. They prels me to pray'
mc the nieed 1 have to watch ‘Ard

and tarry mc thbrdw this world. Asmins -
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