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v PREFACE.

be allowed, that a fuller illustration of
CowPER’s religious life, than any which
has yet appeared, is a desideratum in bio-
graphy. That desideratum this little vo-
lume will, at least in part, supply; and to
those who feel the peculiar charm and excel-
lence of CowrEr’s style and manner, it will
be the more acceptable, because the Memoir
’Wbich‘i'éommm written by*lns own hau‘
1ol waid AR AT A D
Mm ‘Decument, nbw for tbe &a time print-
O&Iﬂ'aﬂa internal evidence that it is the ge-
‘nuine composition of the elegant Poet,whose
-early life, and varied exercises of mind, it so
-affectingly describes. Mg, Havigy, too, has
-stamped it as authentic, by alluding to it as
-4 a sketch which he (Cowper) once formed
- himself of passages in his early life.”* - As
to the reasons which have hitherto oceasion-
ed its suppression, the Publisher does not
~deem it necessary for him to state his con-
jectures; and much less does he'intend to
-discuss the validity of those reasons, in re-
‘ference to the period which immediately
. ® Hayley's Life of Cowper, vol. i p. 94, 8vo, Bd. 1812,
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PREFACE. ix

namely, during his residence in .tbe.Temv
ple, it will be seen, that his dejection was

| never somuch alleviated as while reading

the pious poems of HERBERT ; poems, hows
ever, which he was strangely adyised to
lay aside, as likely to mourish his disor-
der. Thusobstinate prejudice, and irreligious
theory, were set up in opposition to fact and
experience ! ' So unphilosophical, as well
as ‘unchristian, is the wisdom of this world,
when it intermeddles with the things of God.
—In what appears to have been the first de-
cided fit or paroxysm of his disease, prayer.
to Gop was, the expedient, which, though it
did not effect a cure, afforded, however, what
nothing else did, an important temporary
solace to his spirits. Whe can help lament-
ing that, at this critical season, he was not
favoured with the friendship and counsel of
some person of established judgment and
piety, who might have explained to him

that voice of Ged, which he so indistinetly

knew, and guided his feet into the way of
peace. Then, instead of abandoning the
practice of devotion, from which he had be-

Google



X PREFACE.

gun to derive substantial consolation, and of
falling, first into habits of sinful dissipatien,
and afterwardsintothegloom of despondency,
he might possibly have found notouly rest for
his soul, but a measure of permanent relief
‘even 'from his econstitutional malady.—It will
also be observed, that those attempts on. his
own life, made at a still later period, the
history of which will be read with awful
interest, so far from being prompted by re~
ligious principles of any kind, were in truth
the effects of mental disorder, execited and
aggravated by occurrences altogether secu~
lar in their nature. The circumstance of
his imagining that a letter, which he acci-
dentally read in the newspapers, was a satire
on himself, and intended to hasten the exe=
cution of his suicidal projects, evinces that
his mind at that time, not merely, as he says,
“ began to be disordered,” but -was far ad-
vanced in its progress towards complete
insanity. Aud all these events took place
long before he had adopted those views of
religion, to which some have attributed the
whole misehief. It will generally be found,
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Xit PREFACE.

duced in him that repentance, were of ‘the
most painfol kind. And it must also be
conceded, that with those convictions, how-
ever scriptural in their nature, and ‘as to
their substance the genuine result of a divine
agency, by which his understanding was<en-
lightened, and his conscience effectually
aroused from its slumbers, certain terrors
were associated which partook of the charac-

ter of mental disease. Such was the despair

of obtaining' present pardon,orfinal salvation,
which for a season drank wp his spirits. - Nor
will any man of candour be surprised, that
when, for the first time, a deep concern about
the interests of eternity took full possession
of' a mind, already the prey of morbid sensi-
bility, and connected with a bodily frame
which had been weakened and disordered
by recent occurrences, the immediate result
should have been the exacerbation, rather
than the mitigation, of those symptoms which
betokened the previous existence of derange-
ment. How much of his subsequent agony
of mind was the direct and unavoidable re-
sult of the operation of divine trath and
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PREFACE, xiii

grace,~the work of the Holy Spirit who was
bringing him to Christ,—and how much of
it was the effect of that physical disease,
which his religious convictions found, but
did mot ecreate, (though they might for a
season indirectly increase them,) no human
sagacity can accurately determine. Nor is
the determination of that matter at all neces-
sary for the vindication of scriptural Piety.
It is sufficient to state, that, as far as the
smart of CowPER’s wounded spirit was oc-
casioned by any cause of a religious nature,
he was wounded only in order that he
might be the more effectually healed. He
happily found in Dr. CorroN a physician
who knew how to “ minister to a mind dis-
eased,” and who could apply to the relief of
his suffering patient the resources of reli-
‘gion as well as of medical science. And at
length, by the special blessing of Gop on
‘the perusal of his own word, the cloud of
despondency was removed, and the dawning
iigln was matnvednmperfectday A

e Q. &

o lml&uuhpusof lbaemnnr!m is md‘
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xiv PREFACE.

more than ordinary importance,the Publisher
has inserted, in. No.-1L of the Appendix,some
interesting observations, = which originally
appeared in a valuable periodical work, and
which, he trusts, will be the more acceptable,
‘because they are connected with a brief
sketch of the Poet’s history, from the period
at which the Memoir concludes to the time
of his death. This volume will thus present,
at one view, and in a small compass, a com-
plete account of the religious life of CowPER,
such as cannot elsewhere be found,

* No. 1IL of the Appendia consists of Obser-
vations on the Sin of Suicide. They are chief-
ly extracted from the Sermons of an eminent
American Divine, which have not before been
re-printed in this country. The subject is
introduced into this volume, from a desire to
furnish to every reader a ready and ample
‘confutation of certain false reasonings, to
which allusions are made insome parts of the

Memoir. . The fact, that Cowprr made at-

tempts on his own life, was before known to

many. The details, now published, will tend,

Google
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PREFACE. Xxv

it is hoped, to increase in every reader, that
natural ‘horror, with which such attempts
are usually contemplated. And the ex-
tracts inserted in the Appendix will shew,
that not only the common feelings of our na-
ture, but all the authority which sound argu-
ment can claim over the understanding, and
all the"Solemnity which attends a well-found-
ed appeal to the conscience, are directly
opposed, on this point, to the destructive
suggestions of melancholy, and .to the so-
phisms of infidel philosophy. Suicide, unless
when committed under the influence of such
a total insanity, as must altogether destroy
responsibility, is' undoubtedly, to use the
energetic language of CowPER,  a passage

to the bottomless pit.” This abstract prin-

ciple there can be no hesitation in maintain-

y ;3 while, at the same time, we must often
1leave the particular application of it to him,
‘whose infinite wisdom alone is competent to
‘define the boundaries: between such a par-
tial dérangement, as does not destroy ac-
countability, and such a complete and per-
fect suspension of the faculties, as puts the
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PREFACE. xvil

some may think that Cowper was occasion-
ally betrayed,—the error of those who en-
!ﬁ'ély overlook the Providence of God,—is
more common, imore foolish; and more perni-
cious. ‘There is much unquestionable truth
in the reflexion which the illustrious writer
of the Memoir thus expresses in one of his
letters : “ A thread of mercy ran through all
the intricate maze of those afflictive provi-
dences,somysterious tomyself at the time,and
which must ever remain so to all, who will
notsee what was the great design of them.™

Z

 What CowpER meant by the great design
to which he thus alludes, he has more plain-
ly stated, in his Poem on Retirement ; a short
extract from which may not improperly con-
clude this Preface. Should it be perused
- by any individual, who is walking in paths

~ of sorrow, similar to these with which the
Poet was familiar, let him learn from a fel-
low-sufferer where he may find effectual
solace. Let him be instructed, that, as Cow-
PER elsewhere says, * Joy of heart is the
best of all nervous medicines ;” and that true
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which 1 felt more sensibly, in proportion to

the tenderness with which I had been treated

at home. But my chief affliction consisted
in my being singled out from all the ' other
boys, by alad about fifteen years of age,
as a proper object upon whom he might let

loose the cruelty of his temper. I choose

to forbear a particular recital of the many
acts of barbarity, with which he made it his
business continually to persecute me: - it
will be sufficient to say, that he had, by his

savage treatment of me, impressed such a

‘dread of his: figure upon my mind, that I
well remember being afraid to lift ap my
eyes upon him, higher than his knees; and
that L knew him by lis shoe-buckles, better
than any other part of his dress, May the
Lord pardon him, and may we meetin glory !

. One day as I was sitting alone on a bench
in the school, melancholy, and almost ready
to weep at the recollection of what I had al-
ready suffered, and expecting at the same
time my tormentor every moment, these words
of tbgP&alngst, came into my.mind, “1 will
not be afraid of what man can do unto me.”
1 applied this to my own case, with a degree.
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offer of the two most profitable places ; in
tending the other for his friend Mr. A.
~ Dazzled by so splendid a proposal, and
not immediately reflecting upon my incapa-
city to execute a business of so public a
nature, I at once accepted it ; but at the same
time, (such was the will of Him whose hand
was in the whole matter,) seemed to receive
a dagger in my heart. 'The wound was
given, and every moment added to the smart
of it. All the considerations, by which I
endeavoured to compose my mind to its for-
mer tranquillity, did but torment me the
more ; proving miserable comforters and
counsellors of no value. I returned to
my chambers thoughtful and unhappy ; my
countenance fell ; and my friend was asto-
nished, instead of that additional cheerful-
ness he might so reasonably expect, to find
an air of deep :melaneholy in all lsa:d or
did. reon i

Havmg been barassed in thls manner by
day and night, for the space of a week, per-
plexed between the apparent folly of casting
~ away the only visible chance I had of being
well provided for, and the impossibility of
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and peace by night ; a finger raised against
mﬁbwtﬁmlﬁ:w}d*ﬂlﬁn‘wmh
,. « Inthis postare of mind, Iattended regularly
at the office ; where, instead of a soul upon
the rack, the most active spirits were essen+
tially necessary to my purpose. I expect-
ed no assistance from any one there, all
the inferior clerks being under the influ-
ence of my opponent 3 accordingly I receiv-
ednone. The journal ‘books were indeed
thrown ‘open to me; a thing which could
man in health, and with a head turned to
business, might have gained all the informa-~
tion he wanted.  But it was not so with me.
Fread without perception, and was 'so dis-
) tressed, that had every elerk in the office
been my friend, it would have availed 'me

< - litde’s for I wasniot in a condition to receive
- instruction, much Yess to elicit it out of ma-
‘nuseripts, without direction. -
*‘Mauy months went 6ver me thus emiploy-
~ed ; constant in'the use of means, despairing

- a8 to the issue. “The feelings of a man,
‘when he arrives at' the ‘pldce of - execution,
mb M smeiiaio R Jleanti o hotren by

B P WRCER &
SIRCORR I

weavy (GOOGle



S
=
<
o
)
=
§Q
e
)
@P
=
©
o
>
=
w
2

Digitized by GOOS[C

31Boob-pdgasn ssazoe/bBuo ysniatyrey mmm//idiny /4 pazratbrp-aiboos ‘utewog 2119nd
ocevee - dAu/ zoz/18u a1puey 1py//isdily /LW 8S:1Z OT-80-£Z0Z U0 eTUAlASUUBd JO AITSIaATUn le pale.auag




>
©
<
o
@
—d
v
@
)
W_P
=
©x
(@]
>
=
w
=

Digitized by GOOSIC

21boob-pdgasn ssazoe/baoysnaityiey-mmm//:diay /7 pazritbrp-21boog ‘uTtewoq
L9896.PLOEEYEE " dAU/LZ0Z /18U D 1puey " 1py/ /i sd1ly 1W9 8S:1Z OT-80-£20Z U0 PTUBA1ASUUR4 JO ALTSIAATUR 1B Pa1BI3U3Y




S
=
<
o
@
-

s Y

c@

gD
W.P
=

O
o
>
=
w
2

Digitized by GOOSIC

21boob-pdgasn ssazoe/bao ysnaytyiey -mmm//:diay 7/ pazratbrp-21boog ‘utewoq 2T119nd
“dAu/szez/1su-a1puey - 1py//isdily / 1WO 8G:IZ OT-80-£ZOZ U0 EPTUBAlASUURd JO A1TSJaATU[ 1B pai1edauag




S
=
<
o
[ea]
=
E QL
g5
—m
22D
W.p
=
©x
o
>=
=
w
=2

Digitized by GOOgle

16006 -pdgasn ssazoe/bio ysnaiTyiey /:d1ay 7/ pazratbrp-ayboog ‘utewoqg 2T1qnd
L9896 PLOEEYEE " dAU/LZ0Z /18U puey 1py//:sd1ly 1W9 8S:1Z O1-80-£20Z U0 PTUBALASUURd JO AITSIBATUR 1B Pa1eJ3UIY




S
o
<
o
[ea]
=
EV
c@
2D
W.P
=)
©x
o
>
=
w
=

Digitized by Google

21bo00b-pdgasn ssazoe/bao ysnaityrey mmm//:diay /7 pazrithbrp-a1boog ‘utewoqg 211qnd
£9896LPLOEEYEE " dAu/Lz0z /18U 2 puey 1py//:sdily / LWO 8G:TZ OT-80-£20Z UOC BTUBAlASUUBd JO A1TSIaATUR 1B palesauan




?
?

43

1 well recollect too, that whén T was
about eleven years of age, my father desired
me to read a vindication of self-murder, and
give him my sentiments upon the question :
I did so, and argued against it. My father

heard my reasons, aud was silent, neither

approving nor disapproving ; from whence I
inferred, thathe sided with the author against
me ; though all the time, T believe the true
motive for his conduct was, that he wanted,
if he could, to think favourably of the state
of a departed friend, who had some years be-
fore destroyed himself, and whose death had
struck him with the 'deepest affliction. But
this solution of the matter never once oc-
curred to e, and the mrcﬁmstdﬂcé nw
weighed mightily withme, -~
At this time, T fell into company, at a
chop-house; with an' elderly, well-looking
gentleman, whom I had often seen there
before, but had never spoken to; he began
the discourse, and talked much of the mise-
ries he had suffered. This opened my heart

to hiny; 1 freely and readily took part in the

conversation. At W‘li‘ﬁﬂf-ﬁurﬂer bz

came the topic; and in the result, we

Google



agreed, that the only reason why some men
were content to drag om their sorrows with
them to the grave, and others were not, was,
that the latter were endued with a certain
indignant fortitude of spirit, teaching them
to despise life, which the former wanted.
Another person, whom I metat a tavern, told
me, that he had made up his mind about tbat
matter, and had no doubt of his liberty to die
as he saw convenient ; though by the way,
the same person, who has suffered many
and great afflictions since, is still alive. Thus
were the emissaries of the throne of dark-
ness let loose upon me. Blessed be the
Lord, who has brought much good out of all
this evil! This concurrence of sentiment
in men of sense, unknown to each other, I
considered as a satisfactory decision of the
question ; and determined to proceed ac-
mdlngly. torior b

- One evening in November, 1763, as soon
agut was dark, affecting as cheerful and un-
concerned an air as possible, I went into an
apothecary’s shop, and asked for an balf
ounce phial of laudanum. The man seemed
to ohserve me narrowly; but, if he did, I
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was certainly given up toa strong delusion.
I said within myself, # Your cruelty shall be
gratified ; you shall have your revenge ;”
and, flinging down the paper in a fit of strong
passion, I rushed hastily out of the room, di-

recting my steps towards the fields, where I

intended to find some house to die in; or, if
not, determined to poison miself in a ditch,
when I should meet w:th one snﬂiciently
retirved.
~ Before I had Walked a mile in the ﬁelds,
‘thought struck me, that 1 might yet spare
my life;—that I had nothing to do, but to
sell what 1 had in the fnnds, (which might
‘be done in an hour;)~—go on board a ship,
and transport ‘myself to France. There,
when every other way of maintenance should
fail, I promised myselfa comfortable asylum
in some monastery, an acquisition easily
made, by changing my religion. Not a little
pleased with this expedient, I returned to my
chambers, to pack up all that I could at so
short a notice ; but while I was looking over
~ the portmanteau, my mind changed again,
and  self-murder was recommended to me,
‘once more, in all its advantages.
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and the dread of it, twenty times I had the
phial to my mouth, and as often received an
irresistible check ; and even at the time it

seemed to me, that an invisible hand swayed
the bottle downwards, as often as I set it
against my lips, L well'rémember, that I
took notice of this circumstance with some
surprise, though it effected no change in my
purpose. Panting for breath, and in an
horrible agony, I flung myself back into a
corner of the coach. A few drops of the
laudanum, which had touched my lips, be-
sides the fumes of it, bogmto hawe a stupe:
fying effect-upomme. . n Lol b diod
~sc€ngreﬂhg:-tha:lo-'sm‘ so :falrv ’moppdta&
nity, yet utterly unable to avail myself of it,
I determined not to ﬁl‘ﬂzg'aﬁ,f almdy half
dead with anguish, I once more returned to
the Temple. Instantly I repaired to ' my
room, and having shut both the outer and in-
ner door, prepared myself for the last scene
of the tragedy. lpoured the laudanum into
a-small basin, set it on a chair by the bed-
side, half undressed myself, and laid down
between the blankets, shuddering with hor-
ror at what I was about to perpetrate.—I re«

Google



S
o
<C
o
@
—d
)
@
22
5o
mK
o
S
=
w
=

Digitized by Google

21b00b-pdgasn ssazse/Bioysniityze //+d1ay 7 pazrithbrp-ayboos ‘utewoq >T19nd
£9896LPLOEEVEE " dAU/LZ0Z /38U d1puey 1pY//i5d11y  / 1WD 8S:TZ OT-80-£20Z U0 PTUBALASUUBd JO AITSJaATUR le paledsusy




S
=
<
o
@
-

E U

g5

— m

22D
W.D..
=
©
o
>=
=
w
=

Digitized by GOOgle

paz1iThrp-2160 rewog atiqnd
1e paieJauan




D
o
<
o
o
=
s 9
@
2>
o Q.
=V
©x
(@]
>
=
w
=

Digitized by GOOSIC

21B00b-pdgasn ssazoe/Bio-ysniiTyiey m pazrithbip-a1booy ‘utewoq 2119nd
(S

ge-dAu//zez/1eu 2 puey 1py//isdily / LWO 8S:IZ OI-80-€ \EUUDd S0 AFTSIATUN 38 PR3BIRULY




>
[
<
o
@
—d
s L
=
)
W.P
=
©x
o
>
=
w
2

Digitized by GOOSle

>1boob-pdgasn ssazoe/bao3isnaiTyiey //+d11y paztithbrp-21bo ‘utewoq 2T19nd
L9896 pLOEEVEE "dAu/Lz0Z /18U 2 puey 1py//sd1ly 1W9 8S:1Z OT-80-£20Z U0 PTUBA1ASUUR4 JO ALTSIAATUR 1B Pa1BI3U3Y




54

l“thbug'ht, bolted the inner door of ‘my
ebumbbrs, ‘but was 1mistaken ; my fouch de-
ceived me, and Tleft ftas T found it. My
preservation indeed, as it will appear; did
not depend upon that incident ; ‘but' ['en-
tion it, to show - that the good proviﬂeicé of
God watchied over me, to keep opeu every
way of deliverance, that nothing might' be
Jeft to hazard. - det one hesitating thought
now' femained ; but T fell greedily to-the
lexecition of my . purpose. My ‘garter was

made of a broad scarlet binding, with a
wliding ‘buekle being 'sewn together at the
‘end : by ‘the 'help of ‘the buckle T made a
‘moose, and fixed it about my neck, ‘straining
it so tight, that [ hardlyleft a‘passage for my
breath, or for the blood ‘to circulate, the
~ tongue of the buekle ‘held it fast. At each
corner of the'bed, was placed a wreath of
‘carved work, fasteried by an iren pin, whieh
dphssed”ﬂi)"ﬁlﬁolﬁgh the ‘midst’ of it. The
other part of the garter, which made a'loop,
‘Islipped over one of these, and’ lﬂlng"!?y‘i't
sﬂﬂe’séé&lds drawing-up ‘my feet underme,
fghtm&{tonch*lﬂe floor ; but the
hwa bent, and the kaarvedi work bﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁ off,
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amgl the garter with it. . I then fastened it to
the frame of the tester, winding. it round,
and, tying it in a strong knot. = The, frame
bnokashobt, ‘and let me down again. The
third effort was more likely to succeed, 'L
set the door. open, which reached within a
foot of the ceiling; and by the help of a
chair T could command the top of it; and
the loop being large enough to admit alarge.
angle of the door, was easily fixed, so as
not to slip off again. . 1 pushed away the
chair with my feet, and  hubg at my whole
length. 'While I hung there, I distinctly
heard a voice say three times, *’Tis over !”’
Though I am sure of the fact, and was so at
the time, yet it did. not at all, alarm me, or
affect my resolution. L bung so long, that
I lost all sense, all coﬁsmousneSs of ex-
'ls«m.ée.. 1X9 3 )

~ When [ came to myself again, I thonght
myself in hell ; the sound of my own dread-
ful groans was all that I heard ; and  a feel-
ing, like that produced by a flash of light-
ning, just beginning to seize upon me, pass-
ed over my whole body. In a few seconds
1 found myself fallen with my face to the
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on it, and yet never perceived me. She
heard me fall, and presently came to ask if
1 were well ; adding, she feared I had been
in a fit. I sent her to a friend, to whom T
related the whole affair, and dispatched him
t0 ‘my kinsman, at the coffee-house. As soon'
as the latter arrived, I pointed to the broken
garter, which lay in the middle of the room ;
and apprized him als6 of the attempt T had
been making.—His words were, « My dear
Mr. Cowper, you terrify me;—to be sure
you cannot hold ‘the office at this rate,—
where is the deputation ?” I gave him the
key of the drawer, where it was deposited ;
and his business requiring his immediate

attendance, he took it away with him ; and

thus ended all my connexion wnh the
Parliament House. = hydlyp

"To this moment I had felt no concern of
a spiritual kind. Ignorant of original sin,
insensible of the guilt of actual transgression,
I understood neither the law nor the gospel;
the condemning nature of the one, nor the
restoring mercies of the other. I was as’
much unacquainted with Christ, in all his
saving offices, as if his blessed name had

Google
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never reachéd.me, -Now, therefores 2 new,

scene: opened. upon.me. Conviction of sin
took place, especially of that just committed ;

~ the meanness: of 1 it, as well as its atroeity,

were ‘exhibited to me in colours so incon~
ceivably strong; that I despised myself, with

3 cantempt not to.be imagined or-expressed,

for. having: attempted it  This sense of it
secured me from the repetition of a crime,
which: I oqslﬂwnot il mﬂee&xon without
ahberwma.-«: ot TRTIgY uoR soe Y Suf
Bd‘aml.amm bﬂd,étrmamuggmmi
to. me;, that there 'was nothing wanted bu¢
murder; to fill up the measure of my iniqui-
ties; -and, that, though I had failed in my
design; yet: I had all the guilt of that crime
to answer for. A sense of God’s wrath, and
a deep despair of escaping ity instantly suc-
ceeded, - The fear’ of death hecame much
more prevalént in me now than even the
desire of it-bad been. A frequent flashing,
like that of fire, before my: eyes, and an

~ excessive pressure upon my brain, made me

#Pm‘ﬁivﬁgdfu an Ia”ﬂew.; . an event

M omon Soetbld Bid Hrem’ 200l ontitee

st
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happen, in/so violent'a struggle. = . .
By the advice of my dear friend . and be~
nefactor; who called upon me again.atnoon;
E'sent for a physician, and told him the fact;
and the stroke I apprehended. He assured
me, there was no danger of it and advised;
me, by all means, to retire into the country.:
Being made easy in WuMm&m
knowing where to betake myself, 1 continued
in my chambers, where ﬁﬁﬁdlﬂl‘wm
situation left me at full liberty to atténd to
my spiritual state ; a watter [ had, till this
day, never sufficiently thought of. /'

- At this time I wrote fo my brother, at

Gnqbﬁige,#to“iafoﬂ “him of the'distress L
had been in,'and the dreadful method 1 had
taken :to! deliver myself from it; 'assuring
him, as 1 faithfully: might; that I had laid
aside’ all such horrid: intentions, and was
desirous  to live as long-as it-would please
the, Almighty to permit me. -1 1o 0
- My sins were now set in array against me;
and 1 began to see and feel that'I had lived
without God 'in the world. .. As ¥ walked to
and froin my chamber, I'said within myself;

» Google v ngna o
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“ There never was so abandoned a wreteh's
so great a sinner!” - Allmy worldly sorrows
seemed now as though they had never been’’
the terrors of my mind, which succeeded
them, seemed s0 great; and so much morée
afflicting. One moment I thought myself
shut ‘out from mercy, by one chapter, and
the next, by another. The sword of thé
Spirit seemed to guard the tree of life from
my: touch, and to flame against me in every
avenue by which' I attempted to approach
it: 1 particularly - remember, that the
parable of the barren fig-tree was to me an
inconceivable ' source of anguish; and I
applied it to myself, with a strong persuasion
in my mind, that when our Saviour pro-
nounced a' curse upon it, he had me in his
eye ; and pointed that curse directly at me.
I turned ‘over ‘all Archbishop Tillotson’s
sermons;in hopes tofindone upon the subjects
and consulted my brother upon' the true
- meaning of it; desirous, if possible, to ob-
tain a: different interpretation of the matter,
than my evil conscience would suffer me
to fasten upon it.. “ O Lord, thou didst vex
me with all thy storms, all thy billows went
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over me; thou didst run upon me like a
giant in the night season, thou didst scare
1ne with visions in the night season.” -
+In.every book I opened; I found some-
thing that struck me to the heart. I re-
member taking up a volume of Beaumont
and. Fletcher, which lay upon the table in
my kinsman’s lodgings, and the first sen~
tence which I saw was this: “ The justice
- of the gods is in it.”” My heart instantly re~
plied, “ It is a truth:” and I cannot'butob=
serve, that as I found mothMga;weryo
author to condemn me, so.it was the first
sentence, in general, I pitched upon. . Every
thing preached to me, and every thing
prcachad the curse of thelaw, . .o
- I'was now strongly tempted to use lauda=
num, not-as a. poison, but as an opiate, to
compose my spirits; to stupefy my awakened
and feeling mind ; harassed with sleepless
nights, and days of uninterrupted misery:
But God forbad it, who would have nothing to
interfere with the quickening: work he had
bwmme, and neither the want of rest,
or continued agony nt‘rmm&,md&bmg.

sy e sminda Vi 13 bis dision
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me- to the use of it: I hated and abhorred,
WM‘Mtﬁ,iﬁ-m-% piuia ol M leE
- I never went into the street, but I thought: :
the people stood and laughed at me, and :
held me in contempt; and could hardly per~ |
suade myself, but that the voice of my con= 4
science. was loud enough for every one to
hear it. Thcyl-mhq:.-sz‘nwnumad to {‘
avoid me; and if they spoke to me, seemed:
to doit.in scorn.. [ bought a ballad of ene,
who  was singing it.in the street, becanse I
thought it was writtenenme. . . =
-+ L.dined alene, eitherat the tavern, where
1 went in the dark, or at the chop-house,
where Ialways: took care to hide myself in
the darkest corner of the room. T slept ge~
nerally anhour in the evening; though it was |
- onlyto be terrified.in dreams ; and when, L !
awoke, it was some time before I could ‘{
walk steadily through the passage into the
diming-room. = I reeled and staggered, like a i
drunken man, The eyes of man I could not
bear; but when 1 thought that the eyes of
God were upon me, (which 1 felt assurediof,)
mgmm Jlmmolt meh mgnuh
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‘myheart. I arose from bed, to look for my
prayer-book, and having . found it, endea-
voured to pray; but immediately experi-
enced the impossibility of drawing nigh to
God, unless -he-fﬁms.dmwmigh:'m us. I
made many passionate attempts towards
prayer, but- failed in: all. Having anob-
scure notion of the efficacy of faith, I re-

solved upon an experiment, to: prove: whe-
- ther I had faith or not. For this purpose; I
resolved to repeat the Creed ; when I came
to the second period of it, all traces of the
former were struck out of my ‘memory, nor
could I recollect one syllable of the. matter.
~ While I endeavoured to recover it,and when
asensation in my brain, like a tremulous vi-
‘Dbration in. the fibres of it. By this means,
J-lost: the words in the very instant when I
thought to have: laid hold of them. . This

threw me) into an. agony; but, growing a

little calm, I made an attempt for the third
time - here again. 1 failed in the same man-
gebas beforesos . { yv dindiog Fdekastnn
L -considered it as:a supernatural interpo-
mhbm .me; that: having sinmed
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eonvinced, ‘that if there was any balm in
Gilead, he must admibister it to-me: - On -
former ‘occasions, when my spiritual cons
cerns had ' at any time" occurred to me, 1
thought likewise on the necessity of repents
ance. 1 knew 'that ‘many persons ‘had
spoken of shedding ‘tears for. sin 3 but-when
I ‘asked myself, whether the time: would
ever  come, when 1 should weep for mine;
it seemed to me that astone might sooner

‘dodar s yady ‘ofui s atslsee iy Yo vino

1 Not h&hdgrltlpﬂ - Christ was exalted to

give repentance, ‘I despaired of ever attains
’ ing to-it. My friend: came to me3 we sat
on 'the 'béd-side ' together; and he began to
gimal sin; @and the corruption of every man
' born into:the ‘world; wheéreby every one is

a’ child ‘of 'wrath.: ¥ pereeived something

like hope dawn in imy heart. ' This doctrine
g set me more upon a level with theé rest of
J mankind, and made 'myocoudition appear

less: desperate. . ' Next he insisted on theall-
-atoning -efficacy ' of ‘the blood of Jesus,-and
hisrighteousness, forour justifications While
mmxmwm-uu
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scriptures on which he founded it, my heart
began: to barn within \me,  my soul was
pierced with a sense of my bitter ingratitude
‘ﬂj’@xr:mldﬁ’isﬁl iour, and; those tears;
which. I thought. impossible, burst ' forth
freely. Tsaw clearly, that my case required
such a remedy, and had not the least doubt
within me, but that this was the gospel of sal-
vation. .. Lastly, he urged the necessity of.a
lively  faith in Jesus Christ; not an assent
only of the understanding, but a faith of
embracing: it as a salvation wrought out. for
me personally. - Here I failed, and deplored
my want of such afaith, = He told me it was
the gift, of God,’ which he trusted he would
bestow ;upon me. I . could only reply, 1

tion,—but a very sincere..one,and such as
the blessed’ e%ﬁiﬂ;ﬂﬁhir ‘due, time, ‘was
‘pleased fo answer. + " e i s
<7 My brotheéry finding. that I bad received
«consolatiou from Mr. Madan, was very anx-
ious, that. I should take the earliest oppor-
ity of conversing with him. again; and

for this purpose’ pressed me, to go to him
- ,
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74
Wm&hbw  Oh; mérciful God !
what. a tophet. of . pollution. is the - hirman
soul ! »Msdﬁmﬂfcnxfﬂxm
vils, unless thy grace prevent us®. ' iy
- * In:about three. months: more: (July 125
1764,) my brother came from Cambridge to
visit me. Dr. €. having told- him ‘that he
thought me greatly amended, he was rather
disappeintdd at finding me almost ‘as'silent -
and reserved.as ever; for the first sight of
hiov struck me with many painful sensations;
both  of sorrow for my own remediless: .cons
dition, and envy of his happiness; . ..
\As soon as: we: were left alone, he asked
ine how.I found-myself:; L answered, % As
much better as despair can make mé.” - We
went together into the garden. Here on
expressing. a-settled  assuianee: of sudden
judgment, he. protested-to me, that it was
alli adelusion; and protested. so strongly;
that I could not help giving some attention
to. him.. K burst into tears, and cried out,
“ If it be aﬂqunbthndm&nh-h#m »
of heings.” | Something/like a :ray of hope
was shot into my heart ; but still I was afraid
hﬂﬂﬂg@ﬁi “We dined together, and: I

A_..‘.J
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spent the afternioon ina more cheerfal nians
ner. Something séemed ta whisper: to me
every moment, “ Still thereis merey.” Even

after he left me; this change of sentiment
gathered ground continually; yet my ‘mind
was in such' a fluctuating state, that I.'can
only call it a vague presage of better things
at-hand, without being able to assign' a reas
son forit. The servaut observed a sudden
alteration in me for the ‘better ; and the
man, whom I have ever since retaimed in
W great joy'on the oc-

easiony! | smaommor haa ¢ e Dok s
;bl-m:mbﬂ;nnm:ww
ever saw came dancing 'up to ‘my bedside ;
he seemed just out of ' leading-strings, yet T
took ‘particular notice of ‘the firmness and
steadiness of his tread. ' The sight affected
" me with ‘pleasure; and served at-least. top
harmonize my spirits ; so that 1’ awoke for
the first time with a sensation of delight on
my mind.  Still, however, I knew not where
to look for the establishment of the comfort
Ifelt; my joy was as much a mystery to
myself-as to those:about me. The blessed

Google



God was preparing me for the clearer light
of his countenance by this first' dawning of
M"lgbfvﬂm smesil! e 2 Juotbder ¢uogme
. Within, a-few days of my first arrival at ﬂ
St. Alban’s; [ had thrown aside the word of
God, as a book' in which I 'had no longer
any interest or portion., ‘Theonly instance;
in. which [ can: recollect reading a single
chapter, was. about two months before. my. .,
recovery. - Having  found .a ' Bible on the. %
bench in the garden, I opened it upon the
from the dead ; and saw so much benevo-
lence; mercy, goodness, and sympathy with.
miserable man, in our 'Saviour’s conducty
that I almost shed tears even after the relas
tion; little  thinking that it was an exact
type of the mercy which Jesus was. on . the
point of extending towards myself. I sigh-
sed, and said, ¢ Oh, that I had notrejected. *
so good a Redeemer, that I had not forfeited. 4
all his favours !” . Thus was my  heart sof-
tened, though not yet enlightened. 1 closed
the - bmkusuhmtu«mngwmn’m it
w gaui’s ol i weizmnmane e bk,

B M‘ﬁsemmnh somewhat of a more

» Google SO b
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believing heart,/to  raise: up a /child unte
Abrabam.” ‘How glad should L now have
been 'to have spent every moment in prayer
and thanksgiving ! - I lost no opportunity of
repairing to:a threne of grace; but flew to
it'with'an iearnestness irrésistible and-never
tobe satisfied.  €Could I belp.it? Conld1
mmm#. i e
umnmmm
had .enlarged my beart, and ‘I ran in,the
way of his commandments.” | . 00 sl
« For ‘many ssucceeding weeks, tears were
ready to-flow, if I did -but speak of the goss
pel; or mention: the: name of Jesus.. .To.re~
joice day:and night was all.my employment:
Too bappy to sleep much, I thought it. was
~ but “lost time- that was. spent, in, slumber.
O thav the ardour.of my first love liad  con-

mndhowm&u mwwmb

« - My physieian, ever watchful .and ‘appre-
M my welfare, was mow-alavmed,
Jest thb :sudden transition from; despair to
joy, shodld terminatetin.a fatal frenzy. -But

Google



«the Lord was my strength and my song;
and was become my salvation.” 1 said, I
shall not die, but live, and declare the works
of the Lord ;. fhdn- chastened me sore, but
not given me over unto death; O give
thnbuunwlthuhdﬁdmhu ‘mercy  en=
dureth for even’” . Ldoa® | et 1. snbab
- In a short time, Dr. C. h&mnﬂ“
and - acquiesced in the soundness’ of my
cure'; and much’ sweet communion: I had
with him, concerning: the things of our salva-
tion. ‘He visited me every morning while
I'staid ‘with him, which was, near twelve
months after my recovery, and the gospel
wulhﬁwtfnlv thcnealoﬁimmm
tion. g ‘hk" ST W e 1vmur O oY o <] )
- No trial has befallen me since, but what
might be: expected in-a state of watfare,
‘Satan, indeed, has .changed his battery.
Before my. conversion, sensual. gratification

was the weapon with- which he- soughtto

destroy me. Being mnaturally of an - easy
quiet disposition, 1 was seldom tempted to
anger ; ‘yet that passion it is which morw
gives me the most disturbance, and ocea-
sions the sharpest conflicts. - But Jests be-

» Google
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ibg: my strength, L fight against it; and
ifI am M’ammryebhm not  over-
cbies -dhtindseh Yo peralh @dijeibtdw Bda
‘I now employed my brother to seek out
an abode for me in the ;neighbourhood of
‘Cambridge, being determined; by the Lord’s
leave; to see London, the scene of my:for-
mer abominations, no more. .1 had still one
place of  preferment ' left, which seemed to
bind me under the necessity of returning
thither ‘again; but I resolved to break the
bond, ‘chiefly - because ‘mypeace 'of eon-
science was in question. lnlelawﬁabm
years, the office’ of ‘commissioner of bank-

rupts, with' about. 60/ per annum.: Con-
scious of my ignorance of the law, I could
not take the accustomed :oath, and resighed
it: thereby releasing: myself from an occa-
sion ‘of great sin; and every obligation of re-
turning ' to London.: By 'this ‘means, T re-
duced myself to: an income scaréely sutfis
‘cient for my maintenance ; 'but I 'would ra-
ther have starved in reality, than deliberate-
1y oftend ‘against my Saviour; and his great

mercy has since faised me  up such friends,
uhmmuad me to-enjoy all the comforts

S

Google —



fnd conveniences oflife. Tamwell mM
that while I live, “bread shall be given me,
and water shall be mre,” decordmg- bﬂhd
gnchml)wnﬁ.dj P hovgolgtsns 1 08
©» After my brothe r hid e many unsuc
cessfill -attenipts {0 procure me a d ’

near him, [ one day poured outmy soul'in
prayer t0 ‘God, beseeching him, that whers
ever the should ' be' pleased, in his'fatherly
mercy, ‘to " lead ‘me, it might be in the so-
ciety ‘of those ‘who feared  his name, anil
loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity §
aprayet, of which L have good reason to ac«
knowledge his gracious acceptance. ' .,
- In the beginmning. of June, 1765, it@q
ceived a letter from -my brother, to say, he
had faken lodgings for ‘me-at Hantingden,
which the 'believed would suit me. | )'I‘Huugi
itwas sixteen ‘miles from 'Cambridge, I was
resdlved totake them ; “loMbMM
aionths - in/perfect health ;oand-my cireuni-
stances vequired :a - less: expensive wayof
life.. [Tt ‘was/with | great ireluctance,’ how-
ever; that I thought of leaving the !place of
there to study the blessed word of: God, and

&'[L‘i
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M,{gh,@msm m&bthW W
oule wmmngmwm an indul.
Father, and had prepared ;a-more. com~
fortable. place: of:. residencé,: than L ml@!
haae c:*::nmf:;l;wf# N e BPETETOT
_. On the 7th-of June, 1765, Wmt |
more than eighteenimonths at. St,) Abban’s;
mlmm»brm and partly.in the-liberty.
wherewith, Christ. had, made me free; I took
my leave of the place at fourin the morrings
and set out for Cambridge.  The. sertant,
whow I lately ;mentioned as rejoicing in iy,
recovery, attended me,  He had-maintained:
such ‘an-affectionate ;watchfuluess :o¥ier me
during my whole.illiiess; and iwaited .on.me:
withso imuch patience and gentleness, ;that:
I could mot bear:to leave him behind, though
it-was, with, some: difficulty the, Doctor was
prevailed on to.part withohim,  The strongs
est argument of all was, the earnest desire he
expressed to follow me.  He seemed to havel
been providentially thrown in my: way, hay=
ing: entered . Dr. Cotton’s ;service. just- timef
enough. to attend me; and, I have,strong
mmm Wﬁdhmm ‘as an

3 Jhoex) to | hadbold

vy (GOOgle
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instrument to ‘bring him to a knowledge of

Jesus. - It isimpossible {0 say, with how do-'

lightful a sense of his protection, and father-
ly.care of me, it has pleased the Almighty-to

f&mune, dgl‘lpg the whole j Jjourney. Dt
. k.remembered the pollution which is in

the world, and the sad share I bad in it my-
#elf ; .and my heart. ached at the thought of
QntemJCMIumThmbleuedGod M‘*
dued me with: some concern for his glory,
and I was fearful of hearing it mdnud ky
oaths and blasphemies, the common
of this higbly favoured, but ungrateful coun-
try. . But « fear not, 1 am with thee,” was
my comfort.. | passed the whole journey in
silent, ‘communion with ' God ; and these
hours are among the'happiest I have known.
- I repaired’ to Huntingdon the Saturday
after my arrival. at Cambridge. My brother,
who had attended we thither, bad no sooner
left me, than finding myself surrounded by
strangers, and in a strange place, my spirits
began ' to sink, and I felt (such was the

backslidings of my beart,) like a traveller in’

the midst of an inbe!pitable desert, without

¥
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air of sober attention. A grave and sober .
pevr'gg ‘%J ,&an‘me.mm Um&
since seen and, often, conversed  with, and,;
bave found, him a, pious man, and a true;
eEY?’%»#ﬁﬂ,”bf‘ blessed Redeemer. , While:
he was singing. the psalin, I looked at him,.
4 o erving  him_intent, on_ his holy,,
°E‘ °X ,&E‘:J ﬁ%‘ﬂ; not help saying in my,
1.%19 :‘%WPHPB» “ Blmawm
}’ %ﬂ‘ anwi JQBetlt )‘mu
F A% the gooduess, of the, Lord,to,
meb‘t' tS 2&3%‘? J‘L?n S th&ﬂ\l.PﬁJ%Jﬁ)&.
m"#’&m&wﬂ#, the garment,of praise fasshe,
A “;%‘:0 J.lswsew .and though my voice ,
e& lent, being stopt by, the intenseness of |
what I, felt, yet my soul sung within me,,
a“i "%'!uleﬂ.}&‘ for joy,. . And when the gos-
for the day was read, the sound of jt,
s, mete Ahan, }nc%“ldu"?“ PR « ,Oh.
Wf{?f,i & “'3’ d is th :)“thd*.‘?g pdmwaR;
E’ quic .,2‘%&&1% M,"efewk and qu,.
\ .'““‘gf e‘“‘xﬂ“@ the understanding
The harmony of heaven is in it,
‘“ﬁfﬂ its_author. The, parable of
the Pﬁ°3&9‘u8 was_the_portion of Scrips

O(l
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"Fo ‘my inexpressible joy, I found him oue
whose notions of religion were spiritual and
lively; one whom -the 'Lord hadi-been
training up from his infaney forthe service of
the temple. 'We opened our hearts'to each:
other at the first interview, and when we
parted; I immediately retired: to'my cham-
bery and prayed the Lord, who had been
the'author, to be the guardian of our friend-
ship, ‘and to grant to it fervency -and per~
petuity, even unto death : and I doubt not
that my gracious ' Father heard this ‘prayer
algos it oag bovg, Sl to 1oL Rd & ‘dlsp
“The Sunday following I dined with him.
That afternoon; while the rest of the family:
was withdrawn, I'bad ‘much discourse with'
Mrs. Unwin. I amnot atliberty to describe
the pleasure T hadiin ‘conversing with her,
because she will be-one of the first'who will
have the perusal of this narrative. - Let-it
suffice ' 'to say, 1 found we had one faith;
and had been baptized with the same bap-

gidmiis L dwaingd o gigod ¥Ab atiwodad yT0R)

. When I returned home, L gave thanks to - -
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esteem it the greatest blessing, next to life itself, I ever re-
ceived from the divine bounty. . I pray God, that I may ever
retain this sense of  it, and- thenI am sure I shall continpe to
be as I am at present, really happy. < T nodw
I write thus to you, that you smay not think me a: forlom
and wretched creature; which you might be apt to do, consi-
dering m very distant remoyal- from every friend I have in
the world ; a circumstance, which before this event befel me,
-would undoubtedly have made me so; but my affliction has
taught me a road to happiness, which without it I should never
bave found ; and 1 know, and bave:experience of it every
dag, that the mercy of God to him who-belicves bimself the
object of. mmmm» mmm_
of every other blessinge . .r . oo s wis e s
. You may now, inform all tbmmhom you think reaily inte-
wdmmy welfare, that they have no need to hg»w
sive on the score of my happiness at present. And you your-
self will believe that my happiness iane, dream, hecoue I
have told you the foundation on which lthMuMJ
hmmmldqpmrbke enthusiasm to many, for we
are apt to give that name to every warm alfection of the mind
inothers, which we haye not experienced in ourselves,; butto
you,. wmm to be thankful f%qd.cmﬁ\ ,

Mmmm.numwappmm WadH PN R M
ko, \‘ STy I s ditead ,1.:{.,5__;“*. 3
g "h" g

[.lmto Lady Hecketh dugdllunhngqlon. Jplyt.ﬂqh} w

\!HATM&,«MJWWWW*&‘
you in that visit I mentioned in my last? I remember I neis
ther spoke to you, nor looked at you, The ndminnof&e‘
mystery indeed followed soon after ; but at the time it must -
have been inexplicable,  The uproar within was even then

»Gor vglG NEW Y PUBLIC LIBRAR)
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ceive ourselves in a matter of such infinite moment. The
world will be ever telling us, thatwearegoodenong]: and
the same world will vilify us behind our backs. Bntltnnot
diewoﬁdwlﬁchtnestheheut thtkthepremgatxveof(}od
ulone.

g Wil 05
—ee

[IeﬂertoM:s.Cowper datedHunungdoh,Mamhi‘l 17‘66]
Iammnchobhgedtoyonforl’e-mn;uedihm. esge-

cially as it furnishes memthaneommo{wnm&té?o;l!
which is all I have waited for. My friends must excuse me,
xfthi(etononebutﬂm,wholaynfmrlymmywaytoch
Theinferenoelamapttode&omthexrnlenceu,that
theymshmtobesilenttoo ‘ anha ot e
WK gy ik FNL s g e O
Your brother Martin (the Rev. Mr. Mad&n)hﬂﬂbeenm
kind to me, havmg wrote to me twice, in_a style which,
though it once wasn‘ksometome,tqqytheleut,lnow
know how to value. IprayGodmforgwemetheman,yhgh;
things I have both said and thought of and hmlabonm
Hereafter I shall consider him as a burmng anda.sbmmg
light, and as one of those who, having turned many to nghte-
ousness, shall shine hereafter as the stars for ever and ever. A
~'So much for the state ofmyheart astomylpmtslam
cheerful and happy, and hawngpewemthGod bnvepeace
within myself. Fortbecontmnanceofthubleasmglh'ustto
Him who gives it ; and they who trust in Him shall neverbe

confounded.

SRy 2
il

[Letter to Mrs, Cowper, dated April 4, 1766.]

T agree with you that letters are not essential to fnendabip,
but they seem to be a natural fruit of it, when they are the
ouly intercourse that can be had. And a friendship producing

G 2

Google



>
=
<
o
)
=
s L
t@
g2
sa
=
©
o
=
w
=

Digitized by GOOSIC

) 21boob-pdgasn ssazoe/bao ysniityrey -mmm//idiay / pazrithbip-21bo0g ‘utewog 2T19nd
OEEpEE " dAu/LZ0z/18u 2 puey 1py//isdily  /  1W9 8S:TZ OT-80-E£20Z U0 eTUBALASUURd JO A1TSJIaATUR le palesauag




b
o
<
o
®
—d
v
c@
22
W.P
=
O
(@]
VI
=
w
=

Digitized by GOOSIC

21boob-pdgasn ssazoe/bioysnaityiey-mmm//:diay s pazritbrp-21boog ‘utewoqg 2T1gnd
£9896LLOSEVEE dAU/LZ07/318U 21puBY“1py//iSd33Y  / LWO 8S:TZ OT-89-E20Z U0 BTUBAASUUSY J0 AITSI3ATUR 1@ Paie.susy




104

was, when a school-boy ; and I say not this in vain glory,
God forbid! but to show you what the Almighty, whose
name I am unworthy to mention, has done for me, the chief
of sinners.  Once he was a terror to me, and his service, oh
what a weariness it was! Now I can say I love him and
- his holy name, andamneversohappyaswhenlspeakofhb
merciestome, |\ il s g 00Tk
40" Bty ot o AT T 0 s d e '
[Legtertoms Cowper dated Oct. 20, 1(66.1
!'HATJemu a,msavmﬁmthegmnof nmby
“his most preclous biood, and from the power of it by his
Bpmt that corrupt and wretched in ourselves, in Him, and
in Him only, we are complete ; that being united to Jesus by
a lively faith, we ‘have a solid and eternal interest in his obe-
dienceand mﬁctmgs,to nstlfym before thefaoqofour
liéavenly Fathe},nnd that all this inestimable treum'e, the
earnest of which is i grace, and it consammation” in glory,
ivgwcn, freely given to us of God ; in short, that he hath
opened the kingdom of heaven ¢o all believers ;—These are
ithe Truths, which, by the grace of God, shall ever be dearer
to me than life itself ; shall ever be placed next my heart as
the throne whereon  the  Saviour himself shall sit, to sway all !
its motions, and reduce that world of iniquity and rebellion to !
immnlmdaﬂ’eemteobed!ememﬁe leoftho
' These, my dw(:«m mtbemﬂntowhmuynm
‘we are ‘enemies—they debase the sinner, and exalt the
'Saviour, to a degree which the pride of our hearts (till Al-
mighty grace subdues them) is determined never to allow.
- May theA]migbty reveal his Son in our hearts continually
‘more and more, and teach us to increase in mm

him continually, for baving given us the unspeakable liclibt
of Christ,

Google
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€hristian. ~ It was not possible for any man to open his Bible;
@nd read it with an earnest desire to know the will of God,
without discovering that such a state of mind was there con=-
demined, in terms the most awful and affecting. That this
discovery, unaccompanied by a soothing sense of the mercy
and loving-kindness of God, is calculated to aggravate, and
even to create, mental depression, will readily be admitted :
we are far, therefore, from saying that the strong impression
made on the mind of Cowper of his sinfulness, guilt, and
danger, did in no way add to his disquiet. It probably did.
But then this was an effect no more to be deplored; than the
pain attending some course of medicine, or some operation of
surgery, which is to issue in relieving the patient from a
threatened mortification, and restoring him to perfect health.
Without such a view of our guilt and danger as is attended
with painful emotions, without deep serrow and contrition on
account of our sins, it is evident that there can be no due
preparation for the grace of the Gospel, and that no effectual
cure can be wrought in the seul. ¢ Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish.” But what is it to repent ? Is it not
to feel that we ate *“ miserable sinners,” in whom ¢ there is no
health?” Ts it not, thatthe remembrance of our sins has be-
come grisvousto us, and *‘ the burden of them intolerable ?” Is
it not to deplore our past transgressions, and earnestly to seek
deliverance from them ; as well as from future punishment ?
The morbid state of Cowper’s mind, may, without doubt, at
this period, have given to his remorse of conscience too much
of the colour of despair. But let no man, therefore, infer
that the depth of penitential sorrow, and the awful dread of
not salutary feelings. ~ Such feelings, in kind, though not in
degree, are essential to salvation. They are the solid grounde
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destroy a lifé, which is ¢onnected with' the exércise of such
exalted powers; wantonly to cut'off & moral agent, so capable
of aetivity and usefalness ; to extinguish talexts so rich, various
and - productive, is offering a violence to human nature, as
degrading as it is criminal. Nor is this feasoning invalidated
by contending, as some advecates of suicide have done, that
to destroy this mortal life is liberating these noble faculties
from a species. of imprisohment, and transferring them to a -
more enlarged and useful sphere of action. How do they
learn this? The immortality of the soul, aid a future state of
bliss or suffering; are fully ascertairied by Revelation only; a
Revelation which, while it unfalds to our view another world, .
Mmuw Whym into its:
awfal realities, T 'h 1 )q*: b
oo g apw d’gu mwm
atory who placed s i this world, has bound 4s ‘to our fellow
mieny'by many strong and interestiig reldtions. M
in number and in kind; accarding to cifcumstances; but they
exist inall cases, and under all varieties of condition. Itis a:
dictate of nature, as well as a doctrine of w.«ww '
man liveth to himself, and no mun dieth to himself.
* Thie community has just claims upon all its hﬁiuth
he 'highest to' the lowest; and to violate these elaims, or to.
abandon the duties whiclithey involve, is a criminal desertion,
a fraud practised upon our species, an injury, the extent of
which it is impossible to calcalate; but which we have redson
to believe is, in most cases, serious and lasting, ' Nor let any’
one- plead that his case is peculiar, and that society can lose
but little by the destriction of a single life: for if one indivi=,
dual, bevause he feels the inelination, has g right to take away,
his own life, then mwmwmm
 inclination bas the same right ; and if every .emm

”
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afd act accordingly, into what a field of blood would our’
mww Mdm 2
the face of society! ‘what distrust, anxiety, and consternation .
would reign in every family, and torture every besom! | .
~ 'But we may go forther. Besides the injury done to
society in general, he who destroys his MM
inflict the deepest wounds upon all who stand more

ately related to him in domestic and social life. . Say, lﬂgﬂ
rable man! who art contemplating the crime of self-murder,
hast thou no parent, the evening of whose days, by this crime,
would ‘be embittered, or whose] grey hairs would be brought
down with sorrow to the grave ? Hast thou noamiable partner
of thy life, who would be precipitated by this step into the -
deepest affliction? Hast theu o tender babes, who by thy -
desertion would be left fatherless, and exposed to all the dan-
gers of an unpitying world ? Hast thou no brethren or sistersto -
share in the grief, and the disgrace of thine unworthy conduet? .
Are there no friends who love thee, who would weep over thy -
would the execution of thy wicked purpose disturb the peace -
of no family ? torture no bosom of sensibility and kindness ? de= .
fraud no creditor ? plunge no friend into difficulty ? rob no fellow
creature of advantage or enjoyment? ~Ah ! if the evil termis-
nated in thine own person, though still a crime, it would be.
comparatively small. But the consequences of such a step
would . probably extend beyond thy conception, and last
longer than thy memory. Stay then! guilty man! staythy
murderous hand ! Extinguish not the happiness and the hopes

 ofa family, it may be, of many families! Forbear, O forbear

to inflict wounds which no time can heal, and which may
tempt survivors to wish that thou hadst never been born. =«
-~ Let no one sgy, that he is useless in the world ; that his

o GO\ ’gle NEW -"cj:w:::‘-i J\ll l;i LIBRARY
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lifé iy of 16 value, cither to his relatives, or to mankind; andy

théfefore, that he doesno injury by taking it away. Ifany
i be really useless, it is his disgrace and his sin; and to
think of justifying one crime by pleading that he has commit:
téd ‘a previous one, is as wretched logic as it is detestable
morality. But the degree of our usefalness in ‘society is a
qestion concerning which, as we are not competent to judge,
6 wé are not at liberty to decide for ourselves. The vietim
of depression and melancholy may sometimes think himself an
wiprofitable member of the community, a mere cumberer of
the ‘ground, when his services are really substantial and’
important. ' And even admitting that he is, at present, so
affficted, so infirm, so vicious, so degraded, or so unfavourably
situated in any respect, as to be entirely useless, has he lost
every capacity of being otherwise in time to come? 'Or, if
this capacity be now lost, is every possibility of recovering it
certainly precluded » May not his infirmities be hereafter re«
moved ? the clouds which hang over him be dissipated ? ‘his.
vices be repented of and abandoned ? his reputation’ be re-
stored > and his means of usefulness become, if not great and
extensive, at least important in a moderate sphere >  If these
things be duly considered, it will be manifest that there is not
an’ individual breathing who can, with propriety, plead in
defence of despair and suicide that he is useless ; as thereis
certainly mno individual, on this side the grave, whose life’
cither is not, or might not be, of some value to mankind. " -

Tt may be dmmmced'theu, that suicide is' generally
prompted by the most sordid and Wm
is & crime which sacrifices every thing on the altar of indivie
‘dual feeling. It is a practice which reverses all the ‘doctrines
of social benevolence, and sets up as a principle of action the’
detestable maxim, that private caprice and private enjoyment

5
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are to be regarded as more worthy objects uﬁmeﬁ,
public happiness, It is a crime, therefore, of which eve
mw&mmfuwm but »
4. Once m,niqk wmm " é
interests and hopes beyond the grave. | .
It is common to mmhmmet public.
intelligence that such an one, in a melancholy hour,  put an
end to bis own existence.” It were well for those who i
and die in rebellion against God, if death were really the ter-
mination of their existence ; for hideous as is the thought ¢
sinking into the gulf of annihilation, even this gulf weuld be
preferable to the abyss of the damned. Butalas! wretehed
as this hope is, it is cherished in vain. = The infidel, indee
will tell me that death is nothing ; that it is only  divert
from its ordinary channel a portion of that red fluid” which
appears necessary -nmw;‘wmw
his own life, he only alters the modification of & small portion
of matter—only arrests the motion of an animal machine.
Fory let it be distinctly remembered, that there is no classs of
mw&uam&mmw rampling
on the noblest prerogatives of human natuire, as those %ij,
ever: prating about the dignity and perfectibility of mai
th&hmmww.
is & machine—that the soal is a non-entity—that eternity
a dream—and, of conrse, that the destruction of life is 4
unworthy of notice. But woe to the unhappy mortal who,
embracing this impious delusion; lifts the murderous hand.
against his own life! How will he be astonished and cone
founded to discover, that Mwwwwzs
something infinitely more serious than had ever been tald
him ;- mmﬁwﬁnm*m thread on w

oy (GO 'Sle NEW -«:::1:::‘-: DLE[,[{ LIBRARY
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