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e
DEUTERON OMY

1 ‘These are the words that Moses addressed to.all Israel on the other
side of the Jordan. —aThrough the wilderness, in the Arabah-near Suph,
between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and: Di-zahab, 2it is elever:
days from Horeb to Kadeshsbarnea by. the Mount Seir route.—3It was in
the fortieth year,:on-the. first day of the eleventh menth, ‘thar ‘Mdses
addressed the Israelites in accordance with:the instructions that the LORD
had:given him for them; 4after he had defeated Sihon king of the:Amor--
ites, who' dwelt. in--Heshbon;: and ‘King Og of Bashan; who dwelt ar
Ashtaroth. [andb] Edrei.:50n:the other side.of the Jordan; in the land of
Moab; Moses undertook to. expound. this Teaching, He:said: 2
,$The LORD our God spoke t6. us-at Hoteb, saying: You have staycd_
long enough at this mountain. 7Start out and make your way to the-hill
countty of the.Amorites and to all their neighbors in'the Arabah, thé hill
countty,: the. Shephelah,< the Negeb, the seacoast, the' land ofthe “Ca-
naanites,d and the Lebanon, as far as:the Great: River, the river-Euphrates:’
8See, I-place the land at, your disposal. Go, enter the: land that. the Lorp:
swore to your fathers, -Abraham, Isaac,-and Jacob, to assxgn to-them and
to their offspring after them. :
®Thereupon I said to you, “I cannot bear the burdcn of you by myself :
10The LORD your God has multiplied you until you aretoday as:numerous
as the stars in the sky:—11May the LORD, the God of your fathers, increase
your numbers a:thousandfold, and bless you as He promised you.—12How
can-] bear unaided the trouble of you, andthe-burden, ‘and the bickering!
13Pick from' each of your:tribes men .who are wise,: discerning, -and ex-
pcnenccd and I will appoint them.as your heads:” 14You answered me:
and said, “What you. propose-to- do-'is good:? 1550 1 :took your tribal
leaders,: wise. and-experienced men,.and appointed them heads over- you:.
chiefs of thousands, chiefs of hundreds; chiefs of fifties, and chiefs of tens;
and.:officials for.your tribes. 161 further charged . Jyour. thagistrates -as-fol-

s The rest of this verse and v. 2 are unclear; of. v. 19 and Num.-33.16-36. -
b Cf Josh. 12.4; 13.12, 31.

< Others “Lowland.”

d Le., Phoenicia,
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lows, “Hear out your fellow men, and decide justly berween any man and
a fellow Israchtc or a stranger. 17You shall not be partial in judgment:
hear out low and high alike. Fear no man, for judgment is God’s. And
any matter that js.too difficult for you, you shall bring to me and I will
hear it.” 18Thus 1 1nstructcd you, at that time, about ‘the various things
that you should do.

19We set out from Horeb and traveled the great and terrible wilderness
that you saw, along the road to the hill country of the Amorites, as the
LoRrD out God had commanded us. When we reached Kadesh-barnea,
20] said-to you, “You have come to the hill country-of the Amorites.which
the LORD out God is giving to us. 21See, the LorRD*your God has placed
the 1and ‘at your disposal..Go up, take possession, as the LORD, the God
of your fithers, promised you. Fear fiot:and be not dismayed.”

- 22Then.all of you came to me and said;-“Let-us send men ahead to-

reconnoiter the land for us and bring back word on the route we shall
follow and the cities we $hall come to.” 231 approved of the plan, and so

I selected twelve of yoirmen, one from each tribe: 24They made for the-

hill country, came to the wadi Eshcol, and spied-it out. 25They took some
of the fruit of the:land with. them and: brought it down.to us. And: thcy

gavc us-this rcport “ris a good land that the LORD our God: is glvmg

to -us,’ . s

26Yet you refuscd to go up, and ﬁouted thc command of thc LORD-
your God::2?You sulkeds.in your tents and said, “It is because the LORD

hates: us that He brought-us ot of the land of Egypt, to hand us over to
the: Amotites to wipe us:out, 28 fFWhar kind of placef are. we going to?

Our kinsmen. have taken.the heart out of us, saying, ‘We saw there 2

people strongerand taller than we, large cities with walls sky-high, and
even Anakites.””

291 said:to you “Have no dread or fear of them. 3None other than the
Lorb your God, who goes before you, will fight for you, just as He did
for you in.Egypt before iyour very eyes, 3land in the wilderness, where
you.saw how the: LORD: your God cartied you, as a-man carries his son,
all the way that.you traveled until you came.to this place.. 32Yer for ‘all

that, you have no faith in.the LORD your God, 33who goes before you

on your journeys—to scout the place where you are to encamp-—in fire
by night and in cloud by day, in ordcr to guldc you on the route you ‘are
to: follow.”

- #When the LoRD hcard your loud complamt He was angry: He vowed:

< Precise meaning of Heb. uncertain.
& Lit. “Where”

‘rora DEUTERONOMY 2.7

35Not one of these men, this evil.generation, shall see the good Jand that
I swore to give to your fathers—3énone except Caleb son of Jephunneh;
he shall see it,"and to him and his descendants wili I give the land on
which he set foot, because he remained loyal to the Lorp.~ -

37Because of you the LORD was. incensed- with me too, and He said:
You shall not enter it either. 38Joshua son of Nun, who attends you, he
shall enter it. Imbue him with- strength, for he shall allot. it to-Israel.
3Moreover, your little .ones who you said would be carried -off, your
children who do notyet know good from bad, they shall enter it; to them
will I give it and they shall possess it. 49As for you; turn about and march
into the wilderness by the way of the Sea of Reeds.

4You replied to-me, saying, “We stand guilty before the LorD. We
will go up now iand fight, just as the LORD our God commanded -us.”
And you:all girded yourselves with war gear and: recklesslyg: started for
the hill country. 42But the LORD said to me, “Warn them: Do not go'up
and do not fight, since I am not in your midst; else you will be routed
by your enemies:” 431 spoke to you, but you:would not listen; you flouted
the LORD’s command and willfully marched:into the hill country. 4Then

the: Amerites:who lived in those hills came out against you like.s6 many

bees and chased you, and.they crushed you-at Hormah in Seir. 45Again
you wept before the LORD; but the. LORD would not heed: yomr cry or
give ear to you : : : . R

46Thus, after you had romaincd-at Kadesh b-all-that long t-irnc,'.h lye
miarched.back into the wildetness by:the way of the Sea of Reeds; as
the LORD had spoken to me, and skirted the hlll country of Seir.a- long

time,
- 2Then the LORD saxd to.me: 3You havc becn skxmng thlS hlll country

long enough; now. turn north: #And charge the-people-as follows:,You -

will' be passing through the terrirory of your kinsmen, the descendants of
Esau, who live in Seir. Though they will be-afraid-of you, be very careful

-Bnot: to- provoke them. For I.will.not give you of theit land so-much as a
foot can tread on;-I have given:'the hill country -of Seir as a-possession to

Esau. ¢ »What food you eat you.shall obtain from them for money; even
the water you drink you shall: procure from them for moneyi 7Indeed,
the LORD. your God has: blessed you in all your undertakings. He has
watched: over your wanderings through this great wilderness; the- LorD

& Meaning of Heb. uncertain,
wh Lit. “many days, like the dnys that you rematned.”

32 Or “You may obtain food from them to car for money; and you may also procure water from
them to drink for money.” .
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your God- has been with you these pist forty years: you have Jacked

nothing:.

8W.e then moved on, away from our kinsmen, the descendants of Esau
who live in Seir, away. from: the'road. of the Arabah, away from Elath and

Ezion-geber; and we marched on in the direction of the wilderness of
‘Moab: °And the LorD said to.me: Do not harass the Moabites or- provokc

them to:war: For:I will not give you any of their land-as a possessxon, 1
have assigned.Ar as a possession to the descendants of Lot.— -~
o:10It-was formerly inhabited by the Emimy-a. people great: and numerous,
: rand as:talk as. the ‘Anakites. -21Like the Anakites; they.are counted- as
Rephaim; but the Moabites <all them Emim. 12Similarly, Seir was for-

+#metly inhabited ‘by the: Horites; but the: descendantsfof -Esau-: dispos-
" -se$sed them;: wipiiig them out and settling in: their pplace, just as Israel

-+ did in theland: thcy were. to. possess, which: the LorD had glvcn to
them.— . e -

13Up now! Cross. thc wadl Zcred'

. So.we crossed the wadiZered, 14The time that we spent in travel from
Kadcsh barnea. until .we -crossed the wadi Zered was: thirty-¢ight years,

until that.whole generation of warriors had: perished from 'the camp, as
the.LORD had sworn concerning them:: 15Indeed, the hand of the LorD
‘struck them, to root them out from:the camp to the:last man.

16When‘an the warriors among the people had died off, 17the LorD
spoke to me, saying: #You are now passing through the territory of
Moab, through Ar. 9You will then be close to the Ammonites; do not
harass them or start a fight with them. For I will not give dny part of the
landof the Ammohites to you-as a ‘posseéssion; I have assigned it as a
possession to' the:descendants of Lot.—.
20]t, too, is counted as Rephaim country. It was formerly inhabited by
Rephaim,-whom the Ammonites call Zamzummim, 2!a péople great
and numerous and as.tall as-the Anakites. The. LorRD wipc_d-thém'out,
so that {the Ammonites] dispossessed them and: settled in their place,
"22as He did for the:descendants of Esau who live in Seir, when He
wiped out the Horites before-them, sé that they dispossessed them and
settled in their place, as is still the case.b 2380, too, with the Avvim who
- dwelt in.villages in the vicinity of Gaza: the Caphtorim, who ¢ame from
" Crete,© wiped them outiand settled in their placc - v
24Up! Set out:across the wadi Arnon! See, I give into-your power Sihon
the Amorite; king of Heshbori, and his land: Begin the occupation: engage

b Lit, “yntil this day.”
< Heb. “Capbror.”
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him in battle. 25This day I begin to put the dread and fear of you upon
the peoples everywhere under heaven; so that they shall tremble and quake
because of you whenever they hear you. mentioned.

26Then I sent messengers from the wilderness of Kedemoth to King
Sihon of Heshbon with an offer of peace, as follows, 27“Let me pass
through your country. I will keep strictly to-the highway, turning off
neither to the right' nor to the left. 28What food I eat you will supply for
money, and what water I drink you will furnish for- money; just let me
pass throughd—2%as the descendants of Esau who dwell.in Seir did for
me, and the Moabites who dwell in Ar—that I may cross the ]ordan nto
the land that the LORD our God is giving us.”. »

30But King Sihon of Heshbon refused to let us pass th.rough,' because
the LORD had stiffened his will and hardened his heart in order to deliver
him into your power—as is now the case. 3!And the LORD said to me:
See, I begin by placing Sihon and his land at your disposal. Bcgm the
occupation; take possession of: his land.

/32Sihon with all ‘his men took the field against us at Jahaz, 3%and the
LORD our God delivered, him to:us and we defeated him and his sons
and all his men. 34At that time we captured all his towns, and we doomede
every town—men, women, and .children—Ileaving no survivor. 35We re-
tained as booty only the cattle arid the spoil of the cities that we captured.
%¢From Aroer on the edge of thé Arnon valley, including the townf in
the valley itsclf, to Gilead; not a city was too mighty: for us; the LORD
our God delivered everything to us. 3But you did not encroach upon: the
land of the Ammonites, all along the wadi Jabbok and the towns of: the
hill country, just as the LORD our God had commanded.

3 We made our way up the road toward Bashan, and King Og of Bashaa
with all his.men took the field against us at Edrei. 2But the LORD said to
me: Do not fear him, for. I am delivering him and all his.men and his.
country into your power, and: you will do to him as you did-to Sihon
king of the Amorites; who lived in Heshbon. :

. 380 the LORD our: God -also delivered into our power ng Og of
Bashan, with all his men, and. we dealt them such a blow that no survivor.
was left. At that time we captured all his towns; there was not a town
that we did not take from them: sixty towns, the wf_xo_lc distfii_:f of"Argbb,

d Lit, “with my feer.”

¢ Le., placed under herem, wlm/y meant the annibilation zy the populatwn Cf nore b ar Num
21 2 Josh. 6.24. : : ‘

f Meumng of Heb. uncertain.
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the kingdom of Og in Bashan 5—all those towns were fortified with high
walls, gates,s and bars—apart from a great number of unwalled towns:
6We doomed them as we had done in the case of King Sihon of: Heshbon;
we doomed every town—men, women, and children—7and retained as

booty-all the cattle and the spoil of the towns. -

8Thus we seized,-at that time, from the two Amorite kings, the country
beyond the Jordan, from the wadi Arnon to Mount Hermon~9Sidonians
called Hermon Sirion; and the Amorites call it Senir—10al] the towns of
the Tableland.and the whole of Gilead 'and Bashan as far-as Salcahb and
Edrei, the towns of Og’s:kingdom: in Bashan. 1Only King Og of Bashan
was left of the remaining Rephaim. His. bedstead; an iron bedstead, is
now.in Rabbah' of the Ammonites; it is nine cubits long and four cubits
wide, by <the standard cubit!-

- 12 dAnd-this is the land which we apportioned at that time: The part
from Aroer'along the wadi Arnon, with part of the hill country of Gilead
and its towns, I assigned to the Reubenites and the Gadites. 13The rest
of Gilead, and all of Bashan under Og’s rule=—the whole Argob district,
all thar part of Bashan which is called Rephaim country—I-assigned to
the half-tribe of Manasseh, 14Jair son of Manasseh received the whole
Argob district (that:is, Bashan) as far:as the boundary of the Geshurites
and the Maacathites, and named it after himself. Havvoth-jaire—as is still
the case. 15To Machir I assigned Gilead. 16And to the Reubenites and the
Gadites I assigned the part from Gilead down to the wadi Arnon, the
middle-of the wadi being the boundary, and up to the wadi Jabbok, the
boundary. of the Ammonites.

17 f{We also seized] the Arabah, from the foot of the slopcs of Pisgah
on the east, to the edge of the Jordan, and from Chinnereth down to the
sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea.

18A¢ that time I charged you,8 saying, “The LORD your God has given
you this country to possess. You must go as shock-troops, warriors all,
at the head of your Israclite kinsmen. °Only your wives, children, and
livestock—1I know that you have much livestock—shall be left in the towns
I:have assigned to you, 20until the LORD has granted your kinsmen a
haven such as you have, and-they too have taken possession of the land
that the LORD your God is assigning them, beyond the Jordan. Then you
may return cach to the homestead that I have assigned to him.” '

a L.e., two-leaf doors.

o Others “Salecal” or “Salchah.”

we Lit. “by a man’s forearm.”

4 V. 12-13 proceed from south to nmh . 14-—16 fwm north to .rautb
e Le., “villages of Jasr.” -

f Ctmtmumg w. 8-10; of. 4.47-49.

e Le, the two and a lmlf tribes.
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2L also charged Joshua at that time, saying, “You have seen with yout
own eyes all that the LORD your God has done to these two kings; so
shall the LORD do to all the kingdoms into which you shall cross over..
22Do not fear them, for it is the LORD your God who will battle for you,”

LJARNKY

23] plcadcd with the LORD at that. time; saying, 2¢O Lord Gop, . You
who let Your servant see -the first works of Your greatness and Your
mighty. hand, You whose powerful deeds.no god in heaven or on éarth
can equal! 25Let me, I pray, cross over and see the good land on the other
side of the Jordan, that good hill country, .and the Lebanon,” 26But the
LOrRD was wrathful with:me on your-account and- would not listen to
me. . The LORD said to me, “Enough! Never speak to-Me of this matter
agdin! 27Go up to the summit of Pisgah and gaze abour, to the west, the
north; the south, and thie east. Look at it well; for you shall not go across.
yonder Jordan. 28Give Joshua his instructions, and imbue him with strength
and courage, for he-shall go.actoss at the head- of this pcoplc and he shall
allot to-them the land that you may only see.’ ' .

29Meanwhile we stayed on in the valley near Bcth-pcor.

4 And now, O.Israel, give heed to the laws and rules-that. I am in-
structing you-to.-observe, so that you.maylive to enter and. occupy. the
land that the LORD;the God of your fathers, is. giving-you. 2You shall
not add anything to what I command you. or take.anything away. from.it;
but.keep the commandments of the LORD:your God that I enjoin. upon
you..3You saw with your own eyes what the LORD did in the matter of
Baal-peor, that the LORD your God wiped out from among you-every
person who followed ‘Baal-peor; 4while you, who held fast to the LORD
your God, are all alive today.

5See, I have imparted to you laws and rules, as thc LORD my God has
commanded me, for you-to. abide by in the; land. that.you are about to
enter and occupy. $Observe them faithfully, for that will be proof of-your
wisdom and discernment to ‘other peoples, who on hearing of all these
laws will say, “Surely, that great nation is a wise.and discerning people.”
7For. what great nation is there that has a godso-close at hand as'is.the
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Lorp-our God whenever we call upon Him?. 80r what great nation has
laws :and rules as pcrfcct s all this. Teaching that I set before you this
day) . . . R
9But take utmost care and watch yoursclvcs scrupulously, so that you
do not forget the things that you saw with your own eyes and so that
théy do not fade from your mind as long as you live. And make them
known to your .children-and to your children’s children: 10The day you
stood before the LorD your God at Horeb, when the LORD said to Me,
“Gather the people to Me. that I may let them hear My words, in order
that they may-learn to revere Me as long as they live on carth, and may.
5o teach their-children.” 11You came forward and stood at-the foot of the
mountaif, Theimountain-was ablaze with flames to the very skies, dark
with densest clouds. 12The-LORD spoke.to you out.of the fire; you heard
the sound of words but perceived: no shape—nothing but a voice. 13He
declared to you the covenant thatHe commanded: you to observe, -the
Ten -Commandments; and ‘He:inscribed them on two tablers: of stone.
14Ar the!same:time;the LORD-commanded me to impart to you laws and
rules for you to observc in'the land that you are about to-cross into and
occupy. — " oo :

15For your own sakc therefore, be most careful—since you saw no
shape when the LORD your God spoke'to you at Horeb out of the fire—
lénot to'act wickedly and make for yourselves a sculptured. image-in any
likeness' whatever: the form of a man or a-woman, !7the form of any beast
on earth, the form of any winged bird that flies in the sky, 18the form of
anything.that creeps on. the ground; the form of any-fish that is.in the
waters' below .the edrth. 2And when you:look up to the sky and behold
the sun-and the moon and the stars, the whole heavenly: host, you must
not be lured into bowing down-to them or serving them. These the LORD
your God allotted to other peoples everywhere under heaven; 2%ut you
the LORD took and brought out of Egypt, that iron blast furnace, to be
His very own people, as is now the case.

2iNow the LORD was angry with me on your account and swore that
I should not cross the Jordan and enter the good land that the LORD
your-God is assigning you as a-heritage. 22For I must die in this land; I
shall not cross the Jordan. But you will cross and take possession of that
good land. 23Take care, then, not to forget the covenant that the LORD
your God concluded with you, and not to make for yourselves a sculp-
tured image in any likeness, against which the LORD your God has en-

TORAH ‘DEUTERONOMY - 4.40

joined: you: 24For the LORD your Godiisa: consummg ﬁrc, ari: 1mpas51oncd
God.
25When you have begotten:children-and chxldrcn s chlldrcn and ate long

established in the land, should you act wxckcdly -and-make for yourselves

d'sculptiited i 1mage inFany Jiken€ss, causing the LoRD your God displeas-
iire and vexation, 261 call heaven and earth this day'to withess againstiyou
that you'shall soon perish from the land that yoii:are crossing: the Jordan
to possess; you shall not long endure in it; but shall:be utterly wiped-out.
27The LoRD will scatter you among the peoples, and only a scant few of
you-shall be-left among the hations-to whichitheiLorp will drive you.
28There you will sétve man-made gods' of: wood and storie; that cannot
se¢ or hedr or eator smell.: " :

~29Butif you search there for the' LORD yor God you wxll ﬁnd Him,
if only you seekvHim with all your-heart and-soul—~3%wher you are in
distress: because-all these things have befallen you dnd; in*the-end; returr
to- the' LORD .your:God and obey' Him. 31For’ the-LORD your God s a
comipassionate Godi He will not fail you nor will He let you perish; He
will'not fotget the:covenant-which He' made on oath with your fathers. .

"32You have but to inquire about bygone ages that came before you,

ever since God created man on earth, from one end of heaven to the,

othér: has anything as grand as this ever: happened; or has-its like ever
been known? 33Has any people heard the voice of a god speaking out of
a fire, as you have, and survived? 3Or has any god ventured'to go-and
take for himself one hation’ from the-midst of-another by prodigious acts,
by signs-and portents, by war, by a mighty'and-an outstretched arm and
awesome power; as'the LORD your God did for:you in Egypt before your
very eyes? 35'aIt Has been cleatly demonstrated to'you-a:that the LORD
alone is'God; ‘there -is none beside: Him. 36From the-heavens He let you
hear His voice to discipline you; ontearth He let you see His great fire;
and from amidst that:fire you heard ‘His words. 37And:bécausé He loved
your fathers, He chose their- heirs after them; He Himself,b in His great
might, led you out of Egypt;-38to drive from your path nations gréater
and ‘miore populous than you, to take-you into their land and assign it to
you-asa heritage, as is still the case. 39Know therefore this day and keep
in-mind that the LORD alone is God in'heaven-above and on earth ‘below;
there is no other. 400bserve His laws and commandmeénts, which I enjoin
upon you this day, that it may go well with you and your children after

wa' Lit, “You have-been shown to kriow:”
b Lit, “With His face (or Presence)”; cf note at Exod 33 14,7
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you, and that-you may leng remain in the land that the LORD, your God
is assigning to you for all time.

.. 4Then Moses set aside three cities on the east side of the. Jordan 42to
which. a-manslayer.could escape, one who unwittingly slew a; fellow man
without having been hostile to -him in the past; he could flee to-one. of
these cities and live; 43Bezer, in the wilderness in the Tableland, belonging

to -the Reubenites; Ramoth, in :Gilead, belonging to .the Gadites; and

Golan, in Bashan, belongmg to. thc Manassites.

. “Thxs is thc Tcachmg that Moscs set bcforc thc Israehtes 45thcsc are
the. decrees; laws, and rules, that Moses addressed to thepeople of Israel,
after they had left Egypt, 46beyond the Jordan, in the valley at Beth-peor,
in the land of King Sihon of the Amorites, who dwelt in.Heshbon, whom
Moses and the Israelites. defeated. after they had left Egypt. 47They. had
taken possession of his country and that of King Og of Bashan—the two
kings of the Amorites—which: were on.the east side of the Jordan 48from
Aroer on the.banks of the wadi Arnon, as far as Mount Sion,© that is,
Hermon; 4%also- the :whole Arabah on the east,side of the Jordan, as far
as the Sea of the Arabah, at the foot of the slopes of Pisgah.

5 Moses summoned all the-Israelites and:said to them: Hear, O Israel,
the:laws and rules that I proclaim to you this. day' Study them and observe
them faithfully!

2The LORD our God madc a covenant w1th us .at Horcb 31t was not
with our. fathers .that.the. LORD made this covenant, but with us, the
living, every.one of us who:is here today. 4Face to face the LORD spoke
to.you on the mountain out of the fire—5] stood between the LORD and
you at that time to convey the LORD’s words to you, for you were afraid
of the fire and did not go up the mountain—saying:

6.2] the LORD am your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
the house of bondage: 7You shall have no other gods beside Me.

‘8You shall not.make for yourself-a sculptured image, any likeness of
what is in the heavens above, or on the earth below, or in the waters
below the earth: 9You shall not bow down to:them or serve them. For |
the LORD your God am:an impassioned. God, visiting the guilt of the
parents upon the children, upon the third and upon the fourth generations

< Cf, Sirion,” 3.9.

2 Tradition varies as to the divisions of the Commandments in vy. 6-18 and the numbmng of
the verses. Cf. Exod. 20, note a. .
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of those who reject Me, 1%ut showing kindness:to-the thousandth gen-
eration of those who love Me and keep My commandments.-

~ You shall not swear falsely by the name of the LorD your. God; for

the LORD will not clear one who, swears falsely: by His-name. ,

120bserve thc sabbath day. and keep it holy, as.the LORD your God has
commanded you. 13Six days.you shall labor and do.all your work; .14but
the seventh day:is.a sabbath of the LORD your God; you shall not do any

work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your

ox or your ass, or any of your cattle, or the stranger in your settlements,
so that your male and female slave may rest as you do. 15Remember that
you were a slave in the land of Egypt and the LORD your God freed :you
from there with.a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the
LoRD your God has commanded you to observe the sabbath day.

16Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has
commanded you, that you may long endure, and that you may fare wetl,
in the land that the LORD your God is assigning to you.

17You-shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

-You shall not steal. ‘

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

18You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, You shall not crave your
neighbor’s house, or his field, or his male or female slaves, or his ox, or
his ass, or anything, that is your neighbor’s.

19The LORD spoke those words—those and no more—to your whole
congregation at the mountain, with a mighty voice out of the fire and the
dense clouds. He inscribed them on two tablets of stone, which He gave
to me. 20When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the moun-
tain was ablaze with fire, you came up to me, all your tribal heads and
elders, 21and said, “The LORD our God has just shown us His majestic

Presence, and we have heard His voice out of the fire; we have seen this.

day that man may live though God has spoken to him. 22Let us not die,
then, for this fearsome fire will consume us; if we hear the voice -of the
LorD our God any longer, we shall die. 23For. what mortal ever heard
the voice.of the living God speak out of the fire, as we did, and lived?
24You go closer-and hear all that the LORD our God says, and then you

tell us everything that the, LORD our God tells. you, and we will. w111mgly.

do.it.”
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25The LORD heard the plea that you made’to e, and the LORD said

to me, “I have heard the plea that this people made to you; thcy did well

to speak’ thus: 26May they always be of such mind, to fevere Me and
follow all My commandments, that it may go well withthem and with
their. children forever!27Go, say to- them, ‘Retutn to your tents:’ 28But
you' remain here’ with‘Me; and ‘I will give you the:whole Tristruction—
the laws'and the rules~that you shall i impart to them, for: thcm to observe
in the.land that I am giving them to possess.” '

?%Be careful, then, t0do as the LORD your God has commanded you.

Do not turn aside to-the right or to the left: 30follow only the path that

the LORD your God has enjoined upon you, so that you may thrive and
that it may-go well with you, and that you mdy long endure in the land
you are to-possess. :

6 And this is the Instruction—the laws and the rules—that the LORD
your God has commanded [me] to impart to you, to be observed in the
land that you are about to cross into-and occupy; 2so that you, your
children, and your children’s children may revere the LORD your God
and follow, as long as you live, all His laws and commandments that I
enjoin upon you, to the end that you may long endure. 3Obey, O Isracl,
willingly and faithfully, that it may go well with you and that you may
increase greatly [in] *-a fand flowing with milk and honey," as the LORD,
the God of your fathers, spoke to you.

*Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.b 5You shall
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your' might. 6Take to heart these instructions with which I charge
you this day. 7Impress them upon your children. Recite them when you
stay at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you
get up. 8Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them serve as a symbole
on your forehead;d 9inscribe them on the doorposts of your house and
on your gates.

10When the LORD your God brings you into the land that He swore
to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to assign to you—great and
flourishing. cities that you did not build, *houses full of all good: things
that you did not fill; hewn cisterns that you did not hew, vineyards and
olive groves that you did not plant—and you eat your fill, 2take heed
that you do not forget the LORD who freed you from the land of Egypt,

Ar:ordmg to Ibn Ezra, this phrase connects with the end of v. 1,

b Cf Rashbam and 1on Ezva; see Zech. 14.9. Others “The LORD our God, the LORD # one.”
¢ Others “frontlet”; of. Exod. 13.16.

34 Lit. “between your eves”; cf. Exod. 13.9,
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the-hause of bondage. 13Revere only. the:LORD your God and.worship
Hiny.alone;:and-swear only by .His name. Do not-follow.other gods,
any: gods of .the peoples about you 15—for the LoRD-your: God in-your,
midst is-an unpassxoned God—lest the anger of the LORD your God blaze-
forth against you and-He wipe you-off the face-of the earth. -
" 18P0 not try. the LORD your God, as you did at Massah.® 7Be:sure to
keep the commandments, decrees; and laws that. the LorD your.God has
enjoined upon you. 18Do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD,’
that it may go-well with you and that you may be able to possess’ the
good :land-that:the -LORD your God promised-on-oath to; . your fathiers,
19and that all yout enemies may: be driven out before you, as thc LORD
has.spoken. - T i
-20When, -in time .to. come, your chlldrcn ask, you “What mean - the
decrees, laws; and rules that the: LoRD our.God has enjoined upon you”*.
2lyou shall say to your children, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt
and the LORD freed us from Egypt with a mighty hand. 22The LORD
wrought before our eyes marvelous and destructive signs and portents in
Egypt; against. Pharaoh and -all his-household; 23and us He freed from
there, that He might take us.and: give us:the:land: that He had promised

on oath to otir fathers: 24Then .the LORD comimdnded :us to observe all:
these laws, to revere the LORD our God, for our lasting:good and for our.

survival, as'is now the case. 28It will be therefore to our merit befote:the
LoRrD our. God to observe . faxthfu!ly this' whole Instruction, as He has
commanded-us.’ : :

7‘2W,hcn the LORD your..God bfings you to the land thatyou:are abaut:

to enter and possess, and He dislodges many nations before' you—the
Hittites; Girgashites, -Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Je-
busites, seven:nations much larger than you——2and the LORD: your God

delivers them to you and you defeat them, you must doom: them. to

destruction: grant them no terms and give them no quarter.. 3Youshall
not intermarry with thém: do not.give your daughters to their sons or
take their daughters for your sons. 4For:they will turn your children away

from Me-to worship-other gods, and the LORD’s anger will blaze. forth

against you and He will promptly wipe you out:- SInstead; this-is ‘what
yoli shall.do to them: you-shall tear down their altars; smash.their-pillars;
cut down their:sacred posts, and consign their images to the fire:: -

e Cf Exod. 17.1-7. : :
t Septuagint and rabbinic quotatxom rmd “us.”

285



TorAH DEUTERONOMY 7.6

286

~SFor you are a people  consecrated:to the-LORD your:God: of all: the:
peoples on .earth the . LorRD’ your God :chose: you to be His.treasured.

people. 7t is' not-because you are the most numerous of peoples-that the.
Logrpiset His heart: on youw and chose you—indeed, you are the:smallest.

of peoples; 8butit was because the.LORD favored you-and kept.the oath.
He :madeito your fathers:that:the LORD freed your with. a- mightyhand
and rescized you from the house of. bondage, from the power of Pharaoh-
king:of Egypt. R

SKnow, therefore, thatf only the LORD your God is God the steadfast-

God ‘who keeps His covenant faithfully to. the thousandth generation .of
those who love.Himand keep His commandments, 10but who' instantly

requites with destruction those who reject Him-—never slow with those

who reject Hin, but requiting them.instantly. 1 Therefore, observe faith-
fully - the: Instrucnon——thc Jaws and the fules—with-which I charge you
today. - SR : : T —
e _ oo APy
- 12And if you do obey these rules and observe them carefully, the LORD:
your God will maintain faithfuily. for you the covenant that He made on
oath with  your fathers: ¥3He: will favor you and bless you and multiply
you; He will bless-the*issue-of your womb and.the produce of your soil,
your new grain and wine and oil; the calving of your herd-and the lambing
of your flock; in the land that He swore to your fathers to-assign to you.
12You shall be blessed above all other peoples: there shall be no sterile
male or female among you or among your livestock, *5The LORD will
ward off from you all sickness; He will not bring upon you any of the
dreadful diseases of Egypt, about whxch you know, but will inflict them

upon all your enemies:
16You shall destroy all the peoples. that the LorRD your. God delivers to

you,-showing them no pity. And you shall not worship their gods, for
that would be a snare to you. 17Should you say to yourselves, “These.

nations-are more numerous than we; how can we dispossess them?” 18You
need have no fear of them. You have but to bear in mindwhat the LORD
your God did-to Pharaoh and all the Eygptians: 19the wondrous acts that
you saw with your own eyes, the signs and the portents, the mighty hand,
and the outstrerched ‘arm by which the LORD your God liberated. you.
Thus will the LORD your God do to all the peoples you now: fear. 20The
Lorp your God will also send a-plague?. against them, until'those who

s Others “hornet”; meaning of Heb. uncertain. Cf. note at Exod. 23.28.
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are left in hiding perish before you..21Do not stand in dread of them-, for
the LORD your God is in your midst,.a great and awesome- God. -

?2The LORD your, God will dislodge those peoples, before: you htde by
little; you: will not be able.to put an end.to them at once, ¢lse the wild
beasts would multiply to your hurt. 2The- LORD your God will deliver
them up to you, throwing them into utter panic until they are wiped out.
#*He will deliver their kings into your hand, and you shall obliterate their
name from under the heavens; no man shall stand up to. you until you
have wiped them out..

25You shall consign the i 1mages of their gods to thc ﬁre you shall not
covet the silver and.gold.on them and keep it for yourselves,_ lest you-be
ensnared. thereby; for that is abhorrent to the LORD your-God. 26You
must, not. bring an abhorrent, thing into your house, or you will be-pro-
scribed like it; you must reject it as abommablc and .abhorrent, for it is
proscrxbcd TN - :

8_.,You shall faithfully-observe all the Instruction that I enjoin upon you
today, that you may thrive and increase-and be able to possess the land
that the LORD promised on oath, to your fathers. »

2Remember the long way that the LORD your God has made you travel
in the wilderness these past forty years, that He might test you by hard-
ships to learn what was in your hearts: whether you would keep His
commandments or not. 3He subjected you to the hardship of hunger and
then gave you manna ro.eat, which neitheryou nor your fathers.had ever
known, in order to teachyou that man does not live on bread alone, but
that man may live on anything that the LORD decregs; 4The. clothes upon
you did not wear out, nor did your feet swell these forty years, SBear in
mind that the LORD your God disciplines you just as.a man disciplines
his son. §Therefore keep-the commandments of the LoRD your God: walk
in His ways and revere Him.

7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land aland thh
streams and springs and fountains issuing from plain and hill; #a land of
wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and pomegranates, a-land of olive trees
and honey; %2 land where you may eat food without stint, where you will
lack nothing; a land whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you can
mine copper. 1*When you have eaten your fill, give thanks:to the*LORD
your God for the good land which He has given you.
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«“A1Take ‘eate lest iyou forget-the LORD your God and fail to keep' His
commandments;:His rirles, and His laws, which I enjom upon you today.

12When:you have eatén your fill; and“have built-firie-housés to live in,

13and your'herds'and flocks have multiplied, and your silver‘and gold have

increasedy and everything:you own has prospered; 14beware lesta your

heart:grow-haughity and you forgét the LOKD your God—who fréed you
frotn'the:land of Egypt, the house ‘of bondage; 15who led you through
the great and: terrible’ wildetnéss. with. its seraph® serpents ahd scorpions,
a parched land with no water in it, who brought forth watet foryou from

the flinty tock;: éwho fed-you in*the wilderness' with ‘manna, which your

fathers had never knowny'in order to test you'by hardshrps only to benefit
yotl“in the ‘efid~-17and ‘yoil’ say to- yourselves “My own’ power ‘atid ‘the
might of my own: hand have:won this wealth for ifi€.” 18Remethber that
it is ‘the- LORD ‘Jour:God ‘who gives you the power to get wealth, ‘in
fulfillment of the covenant that He made on oath with your fathers, ‘as‘is
still the case. .

197f you do forget the LORD your God and follow other gods to sérve
them or bow down: to them, I'warn you:this day-that you shall ccrtamly
perish;-20like the nations that 'the LORD ‘will cause to perish before’ you,
so shall you perish—because you did not heed the LORD your God.

9 Hear;” O Israel! You are about to cross the Jordan to go in”and
dispossess nations greater-and more populous: than you: great cities with
walls sky-high; 2a people great and tall, the- Anakites, of whom you have
knowledge; for you have heard it said, “Who can stand up to the children
of Anak?” 3Know then this day that none other than the LORD your God
is crossing at your head, a devouring fire; it is He who will wipe them
out: He will subdue them before you, that you may quickly dispossess
and destroy them, as the LORD promised you. #And when the LORD your
God has thrust them from your path, say not to yourselves; “The LORD
has enabled us to possess this land because of our virtues”; it is rather
because of the wickedness of those nations that the LORD is dispossessing
them before you. 51t is not because of your virtues and your rectitude
that you will be able to possess their country; bt it is because of their
wickedness that the LORD your God is dispossessing those natioris before

* Heb. pen moved down from v. 12 for clarity.
b See note ar Num. 21.6.
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you, and in order to fulfill the oath that the LORD made to your fathets,
Abraham, Isaac, and. ]acob
. SKnow, then, tha it is not for any virtue of yours that the LoRD your
God is giving you this good land to possess; for you are a stiffnecked
people. 7Remember, never forget, how you provoked the LORD your God
to anger in the wrldcmcss from the day that you left.the land of Egypt
until you reached this place you have continued defiant toward the LORD:.
8At Horeb you so provoked the LORD that the LORD was angty enough
with you to have destroyed you. oI had ascended the mountain to receive
the tablets of stone, the Tablets of the Covenant that the LORD had-made
with you, and I stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights, eating
no bread and drinking no water. 19And the LORD gaye me the two.tablets
of stone inscribed by the finger of God, with the exact words that the
LorRD had addressed.to you out of the fire on the day of the Assembly.

YAt the end of those forty. days and forty nights, the LORD .gave me
the two tablets of stone, the. Tablets of the Covenant. 12And the LoRD
said. to me, “Hurry, go down from here at. once, for the people whom
you brought out of Egypt have acted w1ckcdly, they have been quick to
stray from the path that I enjoined upon them, they have made themselves
a molten image.” 13The Lorp. further said to me, “I see that this is-a
stiffnecked peoplc 14Let Me alone and I will destroy them and. blot out
their name from under heaven, and I will make you a nation far more
numerous than they.”

15] started down the mountain, a mountain ablaze with ﬁrc, thc two
Tablets of the Covenant in my two hands..26] saw how you had.sinned
against the LORD your God: you had made yourselves a molten calfy, you
had been quick to stray from the path that the LORD had enjoined upon
you. 17Thereupon 1 grzpped the two tablets and flung them away with
both my hands, smashing them before your eyes. 18] threw myself down
before the LORD—eating no bread and drinking no water forty. days and
forty nights, as before—because of the great wrong you had committed,
doing what displeased the LORD and vexing.Him. 19Far I was in dread
of the LORD’s fierce anger against. you, which moved Him: to. wipe you
out. And that time, too, the LORD gave heed to me.—20Moreover, the.

LORD was angty enough with Aaron to have destroyed him; so I also.

interceded for Aaron at that time.—2!As for that sinful thing you had
made, the calf, I took it and put itto the fire; I broke it to bits and ground
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it thoroughly untif it-was fine a$ dust, afd I thrcw its dust into the brook
that comes down from the mountain. :

+ 22Again ‘you provoked the- LORD at Taberah and at Massah and at
Kibroth-hattaavah, * -~ -

23And when the LORD sent you on from Kadesh-barnea, saying, “Go

tip:and take: ‘possession of the land that I am giving you,” you flouted the

command’ of ‘the LORD- your ‘God; you d1d not put your tmsr in Hrm
and’ did not obey Him.

24As long as- T+ Have' known you, you have bccn defiant toward the
LORD S AR :

25thn I lay prosrrate before the LORD *those: forty days and forty
nights, 2 because the LORD was determiried to destroy you, 261 prayed to
the LOKD and said, “O Lord God, do not annihilate Your very own
people, whom You redeeined in- Your: ‘majesty and whorh You freed from
Egypt with: 2 mighty hadd. 2’Give thought 5 Your servants, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and pay no heed to the stubbornness of this people, its
wickedness, and its sinfulness. 28Else the country from which You'freed
us will say, It was Because the LORD was powerless to bring them into
the-land that He had prorhised them, and because He rejected them, that
He brought them out to have them die in the wilderness.” 29Yer they are
Your very own people, whom You freed with Your great mlght and Your

10 outstretched arm.”

Thereupon the LORD said to me, “Carve out two tablets of stone
like the first, and come up to Me on the mountain; and make an ark of
wood:-2I will inscribe on the tablets the commandments that were on the
first tablets that' you smashied, and you.shall-deposit them in the ark.”

31 made an ark of acacia wood and carved out two tablets of stone like
the first; I took the two tablets with me and went up the mountain. 4The
LorD inscribed on the tablets the same text as on the first, the Ten
Commiandments ‘thiat' He addressed to you on'the mountain out of the
fire on ‘the day of the Assémbly; and the LORD gave them to me. 5Then
I left and went down from the mountain, and I deposited the tablets in
the ark that I had madc, where they still‘are, as the LORD had'commanded
me,

SFrom Beeroth-bene-jaakan® the Israelites marched to Moscrah Aaron

»a Lit, “the forty days and forty mg/m that 1 lay prostrate.”
2 Lit. “wells of Bene-jaakan”; of. Num. 33.31-32.
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died there and was buried there; and his son Eleazar became priest in his
stead..7From there they marched to Gudgod, and from Gudgod to Iot‘
bath, a region of running brooks. :

BAt,that time the LORD set apart the trzbc of Lev1 to carry- the Ark of
the Lorp’s Covenant,.to stand in attendance upon- the. LORD, and :to
bless in His name, as is still the case. 9That is why the.Levites have rcccxvéd
no, hercdltary portion -along with their kinsmen: the. LORD. is rhelr por-
txon, as the Lorb.your God spoke concerning. them. S

-.101.,had stayed on thc;mount-‘ain, as I did thc.ﬁrst time, forry days and
forty nights; and the LORD heeded me once again; the LORD agreed not
to destroy-you. !!And the LORD, said to. me, - “Up, resume the march at
the head of the people, that they may go in and possess the land that I
swore to. their fathers to give them.”

. 12And now, O Israel, what does the LORD.your God -demand of you?
Only this: to revere the LORD your God, to walk: only in-His ;paths, to
love Him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and soul,
13keeping the LORD’s commandments and laws, which I enjoin upon you
today, for your good: 14Mark, the heavens ¢to their uttermost reaches:<
belong to the LLORD your God, the earth and:all that is.on it! 15Yet it was
to your fathers that the LORD was drawn in His love for them, so-that
He chose you, their lineal descendants, from among all peoples—as is
now. the case.. 16Cut away, therefore, the.thickening about your: hearts
and stiffen your necks -no more. 17For the LORD :your- God is 4Ged
supreme.and:Lord supreme,d the great, the mighty, and the awesome
God, who shows no favor. and takes no bribe, 18but.upholds the cause of
the fatherless and the widow, and befriends the stranger, providing  him
with food and clothing.—!?You too must befriend the stranger, -for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt.

20You must revere the LORD your God: only Him shall you worshxp,
to Him-shall you hold fast, and by His name shall. you swear. 21He.is
your glory and He is your God, who wrought for-you those marvelous,
awesome deeds that you saw with your own eyes. 22Your ancestors went
down to: Egypt seventy persons in. ally.and now’the LORD: your Geod has
made you a5 numerous. as-the stars of heaven.

© “Hor-haggidgad” in Num. 33.32-33.
e« Lit, “and the heaven of heavens.”
ad Lit. “the God.of gods and the Lord of lords.”
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1 1 Love, therefore, thé. LORD your God, and always kecp Hrs charge
His laws, His rules, and His commandments:’

- 272Faké: thought this' day that it was not your children, who nerthcr
experienced nor witnessed the'lesson of the LORD your God=~ - -
- His' majesty,- His ‘mighty hand, His outstretched arm; 3the signs and
+therdeeds that ‘He performed in Egypt against Pharaoh king of Egypt

and all his land; 4what. He did to Egypt’s army, -its horses and: chariots;
how the LORD rolled back upon them the waters of the Sea of Reeds
*when':they were pursuing you, thus destroying them b-oncé and for
“-ally b Swhat:He did foryou in the'wilderness before you arrived in-this

.- place; :6and: what He 'did to Dathan and :Abiram, sons of Eliab son of
- Reuben, when the earth:opened her mouth and swallowed them, along

with their households, their tents, and every living thing intheir train,

- from amidst all Israel—
7but that.it was you who saw with your own eyes all the' marvclous dceds
that the LORD performied: C : S

8K ¢éep, therefore; all the Instruction that I enjoin upon you today, so
that you may have the strength to enter and-take possession ‘of the fand
that: you are about to' cross into and possess, and that you may long
endure upon the soil that the LORD swore to your fathers to assign to
them and to their heirs; a-land flowing with milk and honey.

" 10For the Jand that you are about to-enter and possess is not like the
land . of Egypt from. which 'you have come. There the grain you sowed
had:to be watered by your own labors,c like a vegetable garden; 11but the
land you are about to cross into and possess, a land of hills and valleys,
soaksup its water from:the rains of heaven. 12It is aland which the LORD
your God-loeks after, on'which the LorD your God always keeps His
eye, from year’s beginning to year’s end.

131f, then, you obey the commandments-that I enjoin upon you this
day, loving the LorD your God and serving Him with all your heart and
soul, 1414 will grant the rain for your land in season, the early rain and
the late.. You shall gather in: your new gtain and wine and. oil-—151¢ will
also provide grass in the fields for your cattle—and thus you shall eat youir
fill: 16Take care.not to.be lured away to serve other gods and bow to
them. 7For the LORD’s anger: will flare up against you, and He will shut

s Syntax of Heb. uncerrain,

b Lit, “to this day.”

¢ Lit. “by your foot.”

d Le., the LORD; Samaritan reads “He.”
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up the skies so that there will be no rain and the ground will not yield
its produice; and: you wxll soon petish’ from the: good land that the LorD
is assigning to. you.:: : s
18Therefore rmprcss thcse My words upon your every heart € bmd
them-as-a sign:on your hand ‘and.ler them serveias a-f-symbol on your
fotehead,€1%nd teach them to your: children—reciting them wheén:you
stay at. home and when you.are away, when you:lie:down and when you
get up;-2%and.inscribe them:omthe doorposts.of your house:and on-your
gates—21to the end that you and your children may- endure; in the fand

that the: LORD swore.to your fathers 10 assrgn to. them, as. long as there.

is a-heaven ovér the earth.:. :
- 22If, then, you-faithfully keep all Lhrs Instrucnon that I command you,‘
Iovmg the. LoRD your God,. walking in all His:ways; and holding. fast to
Him, . 23the T:oRD will dislodge before you all. these. nations: you. will
dispossess nations-greater-and more numerous than you. 24Every spot on:
which your fdot-treads. shall be yours; your- territory:shall: exténd from
the wilderness to the Lebanon and from the’ River-~the Euphrates—to
the Westefng. Sea, 25No:man shall stand .up to'you: the LORD your. God
will put:the dread and. thé fear of you over the whole land .in. which. you
set.foot, as He promised you. o ' S

S S - Lo INKT

1 268¢e,: this day I set :before.you blessing and .curse:: 27blessing; if you
obey the commandments of the LORD.your God that I 'enjoin upon you
this day; 28and curse, if you do not obey the commandments: of the LORD
your God, but turn-away-from the path that.I enjoin- upon you this day.
and follow othet gods, h-whom you have net experienced.:h 29When the
Lorp your God brings. you.into the:land that:you are about to enter and
possess, you shall pronounce the blessing at:Mount Gerizim and the curse
at Mount Ebal.~30Both-are ‘on the other side of the Jordan, beyond the

west road that is-in the land of:the Canaanites:who.dwell'in thc Arabah-—

near Gilgal; by the terebinths: of Moreh.

31For you are about to cross the Jordan to enter and possess ‘the land
that the: LORD. ‘your God:is-assigning to you. When you have occupied.
it and are settled in'it, 32take care to observe all the laws and rulcs that I=

have et bcfore you thrs day

e th “beurt und :zlf »

&1 See notes on 6.8.

& Le., Mediterranean. )

Wb Le, who have not proved themselves to you; of. Hos. 134, -~ < -
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12 These are the laws and rules that you must carefully observe in
the land that the LORD, God of your fathers, is giving you to possess, as
lonig as you-live on earth. . - ST - S :

~#¥ou must destroy:all the sites at which the nations you are to dispossess
worshiped their gods, whether on lofty mountains and on-hills or under
any luxuriant tree. $Tear down their:alrars, smash their pillars, put their
sacred-posts:to the fire; and.cut down theiimages of their gods, obliterating
their ndme from that sité, : e ’ ,

Do not-worship. the LORD your Godin like manner, Sbut look only
to the site that the LORD your God will choose amidst all your tribes as
His habitation, to. establish: His name. there. There you are to go, Sand
there you are to bring your Burnt offeringsand other sacrifices, your tithes
and ‘contributions, your votive and freewill offerings, and the firstlings
of your herds-and flocks. 7Together with your households, you shall feast
there before the LORD your God, happy in all the undertakings in which
the LORDyour God has.blessed you. , : :

* #You shall-not act ar-all as we now act here, every man as he pleases,
®because you have not.yet come to the allotted haven that the LORD. your
God is giving you. 19When you cross the Jordan and settle in the Jand
that the LORD your God is allotting to you, and He grants you safety
from all your enemies around you and you live in security, !ithen you
must bring everything that I command you to the site where the LORD
your God will ichoose to establish His name: your burnt offerings and
other sacifices,.your tithes and contributions,» and all the choice votive
offerings:that you vow to the LORD. 12And you shall rejoicé before the
Lorp your God: with your sons and daughters-and with your male and

* female slaves, along with the Levite in your settlements, for-he has.no

territorial :allotment among you. ... - S S E
13Take care not to sacrifice your burnt offerings in any place you. like,
“but only in the place that the LORD will choose in-one of your: tribal
territories. There you shall sacrifice your burnt offerings and: ther¢ you
shall observe all that I enjoin upon you. 15But whenever you desire, you
may.slaughter and eat ineat in any of your settlements; -according to the
blessing that the LORD ydur. God. has. granted you. The unclean and the
clean alike may partake of it, as of the gazelle and the deer.b 16Bur you
must not partake of the blood; you shall pour it out on the ground like
water. '

a Lit. “the iantﬁbution(:) of your hands.” L . N
b Le., animals that may be eaten (of. 14.5; Lev. 11.1 fF), bur nor specified (Lev, L1 ).
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17You may. not partake in your settlements of the tithes of your new
grain or-wine or oil, -or:of the firstlings of your herds and flocks; or of
any of the votive offerings that you vow, or of yout freewill offerings, ot
of your contributions.? 8These you must consume before the LORD your
God. inthe place:that-the LorD-your God will choose—you and your

sons and-your daughters, your male and female slaves, and-the Levite in -

your: settlements—happy before the- LORD your God in all your under-
takings. 19Be sure niot to neglect the: Levite as long as ‘you live ifi*your
land.-- . : : . :

20When the LORD enlarges your territory, as He has promised you,
and you say, “I shall eat'some meat,” for you have the urge to eat meat,
you may eat meat whenever you wish. 2!1f the place where the LORD has
chosen to establish His name is too far from you, you may slaughter any
of the- cattle or 'sheep that the LORD gives you, as T have instructed: you;
and you may eat to- your heart’s content in your settlements. 22Eat it,
however; as the :gazelle -and the deer are eaten: the unclean may eat it
together with the clean: 23But make sure that you do not partake of the
blood; for the blood is the life, and you must not consume the life with
the flesh. 24You must not partake of it; you must pour it out on the
ground. like water: 28you must not partake of it; -in order that it may go
well with you and with’your descendants to'come, for you Witt-be doing
what is-right in the sight-of the LORD. - :

26But such: sacred and:votive donations as you may have <-shall be taken
by yous to the site-thar the. LORD will choose. 27You shall offer your
burnt offerings, both the flesh and the blood, on the altar of the LORD
your God; and of your other sacrifices; the blood shall be poured out on
the altar.of the LORD your-God, and you shall eat the flesh.

28Be.careful to heed all these commandments. that I enjoin upon-you;
thus it will go well with you and with your descendants after-you forever,
for you will be doing what is good and right in the sight of the LORD

your. God. -

‘Zéthnthc LdRD_ your Ged has cut down before you the nations that

you are.about to enter and dispossess, and you:have dispossessed them:
and settled in-their:land, 3%beware of being lured into their ways after

they: have .been wiped out-before you! Do not inquire about their-gods,

saying;.“How did those-nations ‘worship. their gods? I teo will follow-
those practices.” 31You shall not act thus toward the LORD your God,

< Lit. “you shall pick up and come.”
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for they perform for their gods every abhorrent act that the LorD detests;

':1'3:thcy even offer up.their sons and daughters.in fire to:their gods.

J1Be careful to absetve-only.that which I enjoin.upon you: neither
add to it nor take away from it. ST :

?If there appears among you a prophet or a dream-diviner and he gives
you.a sign or:a portent, :3saying, “Let us follow and worship: another
god”—whom-you have not experieiiceda—even if the sign or portent that
he named to you comes true, 34do not heed the words of that prophet or
that dream-diviner. For the LOrD your God is testing you to see whether
you really love the LORD your God with all your heart and soul. SFollow
none but the LORD your God, and revere none but Him; observe His
commandments alone, and heed only His orders; worship none but Him,
and hold fast to Him. éAs for that prophet or dream-diviner, he shall be
put to death; for he urged disloyalty to the LORD your God-—~who freed
you from the land of Egypt and who redeemed you from the house of

bondage—to make you stray from the path that the LoRD your God
- commanded you to follow. Thus you will sweep out evil from your midst.

+ 7If your. brother, b-your own mother’s son,"> or your son or daughter,
or the wife of your bosom, or your cclosest friend=< entices you in secret,
saying, “Come let us worship other gods®—whom neither you ner your
fathers have experienced®—8from among the gods of the peoples around
you, either near to you or distant, anywhere from one énd of the earth
to the other: %do not assent or give heed to him. Show him no pity or
compassion, and do not shield him; 19but take his life. Let your hand be
the first against him to put him to death, and the.hand of the rest of the
people thereafter. 1!Stone him to death, for he sought to make you stray
from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypr,
out of the house of bondage. 12Thus all Israel will hear and be afraid, and
such evil things will not be done again in your midst. ,

BIf you hear it said, of one of the towns that the LorD your God. is
giving you to dwell in, 4that some scoundrels from among you have gone
and subverted the inhabitants of their town, saying, “Come let us worship
other gods”—whom you have not experienced—15you -shall investigare
and inquire andinterrogate thoroughly. If it is true, the fact is estab-
lished—that abhorrent thing-was perpetrated in your midst—16put the
inhabitants of that town to the sword and put its caitle to the sword.
Doom it and:all that is-in it to destruction: 17gather all its spoil into the
open square, and burn the town and all its spoil as a holocaust to-the

a See note on 11.28, ’ .
b Samaritan reads, “the son of your father or the son of your mother.
s Lit. “your friend who is as yourself.”

»
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LorD your God. And it shall remain-an everlasting ruin, never. to be
rebuilt. 18Let nothing that has been doomed stick to your hand, in order
that the LORD-may turn:from His blazing.anger and show you compas-
sion,and in His compassion increase you as He promised your fathers
on-oath—1%for you will be heeding the LORD your God, obeying all His
commandments that I enjoin-upotr you this day, doing what is righit in
the sight of the LORD your God.. X T

14 You are.children -of. the LORD:your God: You.shall not gash
yourselves orshave the front of your heads because of the dead. 2For-you
are a-people consecrated to the LORD your Goed: the LORD your:God
chose you from-among all other. peoples-on earth to be His treasured
people. Y .

#You shall not eat anything abhorrent..4These are the animals that you
may eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat; 5athe deer, the gazelle, .the
roebuck; the wild goat, the ibex; the antelope, the mountain sheep, sand
any other animal that has true hoofs which are cleft in two and brings up
the: cud—such you may eat.:7But the following, which do bring up the
cud or have true hoofs  which are cleft through, you may not eat: theé
camel, the hare, and the daman—for although they bring up the cud, they
have no true hoofs—they are unclean for -you; 8also.the swine—for al-
though it has true hoofs, it does not bring up the cud==is unclean for
you. You shall not eat of their flesh or touch their carcasses.

These you may eat of all that live in water: you may eat anything that
has fins and scales. 19But you may not eat anything that has no fins:and
scales: it isunclean for you. o - o e

You may eat any-clean bird. 12The following you may not cat: athe
cagle, the vulture, and the black vulture; 13the ‘kite, the falcon, and.the
buzzard of any variety; every variety of raven; ISthe ostrich, the nighthawk,
the sea‘gull, and the hawk of any variety; 16the little owl, the great: 6wl
and the white owl; 17the pelican;-the bustard; and' the: cormorant; 18the
stork; any variety.of heron, the hoopoe, and. the bat. - :

Al winged swarming things arc unclean' for you::they may not be
eaten:-20You may-eat only clean winged creatures: ' R

2You shall not eat:anything that has died :a- natural.death; give it to
the stranger in your community to eat, or you.may sell itto'a foreigner:
For you are a people consecrated to the LORD your God.

* A number of these creatures cannot be identified with certainty,

297

oA



TORAH [DEUTERONOMY 1422

298

You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk.

“#2You shall set aside every year a tenth. part of all the yield of your
sowing that is brought from the field. 2You shall consurne the tithes of
your new grain and wine and oil, and the firstlings of your herds and
flocks, in the presence of the LORD your God, in the place where He will
choose to establish His name, so that you may learn to revere the LoRD
your God forever. 2¢Should the distance be too great for you, should you
be unable to transport them, because the place where the LORD your God
has chosen to establish His name:is far from you and because the LORD
your God has blessed you,b-25you may convert them into money. Wrap
up the money and take it with you to.the place that the LORD your God
has chosen, 26and spend the money on anything you want-—cattle, sheep,
wine, or other intoxicant, or anything you may desire. And you shall feast
there, in the presence of the LORD your God, and rejoice with your
household. e - : :

7But do not neglect the Levite in your community, for he has no
heredirary portion as you have. 28 <:Every third year< you shall bring out
the full tithe of your yield of that year, but leave it within your settlements.
#Then the Levite, who has no hereditary portion as you have, and the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow in your settlements shall come and
eat their fill, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the enter-
prises you undertake. : v e o

15 a-Every seventh year you shall practice remission of debts: 2This
shall be the nature of the remission: every creditor shall remit the due
that he claims from his fellow; he shall not dun his fellow- or kinsman,
for the remission proclaimed is of the LORD: 3You may dun the foreigner;
but you must remit whatever is due you from your kinsmen.

AThere shall be no needy:among yoti—since the LORD your, God will
bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you as.a hereditary
portion—Sif only you heed the. LORD. your God and take care to. keep all

this Inistruction that { enjein-upon:you this day. $For the LORD your God

will bless you as He has promised you: you will extend loans:to. many
nations, but require none.yourself; you will dominate many nations; but
they will not dominate you:. - ‘ » '

b Le., with abundant crops. v

< Lit. “After a peviod of three years”; of. Deur. 26.12.

2 Cf 14.28.
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7If, however, there is a needy person among you, one of your kinsmen
in-any of your settlements in the land-that'the LORD your God is giving

you, do not harden your heart and shur your hand agdinst your néedy -

kinsman. 8Rather, you must open your hand and lend hiny sufficierit for

‘whatever he needs. 9Beware lest you hatbor the base thought, “The sev-

enth year, the year of remission, is-approaching,” so that you are mean
to your needy kinsman-and give him nothing. He will ery out to-the
LORD against you, and you will incur guilt. 19Give to him teadily and
have no regrets when you do so, for in return the LORD your God will
bless'you in-all your efforts and in-all your undertakings. !'For.there will
never cease to be needy ones in your land, which is' why I command you:
open your hand to the‘poor and needy kinsman in your land. :
121f a fellow Hebrew, man or worman; is sold to you, he shall setve you
six-years;-and’in the seventh year.you shall set him-free. 13When you set
him free, do-not let him go'empty-handed: 4Furnish him out of the flock,
threshing floor, and vat, with which the LORD your God has blessed you.
I8Bear in'mind that you were slaves in the land of Egypt and the LORD
your God redeemed-you; therefore I enjoin:this commandment upon you
today. .~ .. - . ‘ : ‘ ]
- ¥But sHould he say to you; “I'do not want to leave you”—for he loves
you and your household and is happy with you—17you:shall take an awl
and-put it through his ear into the door, and he shall become your slave
in"perpetuity:. Do the-same’ with your female slave. 18When you-do set
him free, do not feel -aggrieved;-for in-the six years-he has‘given you

double the service of a hired man. Moreover, the LORD your God will

bless you in all-you do.

19¥ou shall-consecrate to the LORD your God all male-firstling$ that
are born in your herd and in your flock: you must not work your firstling’

ox or shear your firstling' sheep. 20You and your household shall eat it
annually. before the LORD your God in the place thar the Lorp will
choose. 2!But if it has a defect, lameness or blindnéss, any‘serious defect,
you shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your God. -22Eat it-in your settle-
ments, the unclean among you no less than the clean, just like the gazelle
and the deer. 20nly you must not partake.of its blood; you shall pour it
out on the ground like water, ' R :
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16 .Observe the montha of Abib and offer a passover sacrifice to the
Lorp your God, for it was in the montha of Abib, at, night, that the
LORD your.God freed you from Egypt. 2You shall slaughter the passover
sacrifice for the LORD your God, from the flock and the herd, in the place
where the LORD will choose to establish His name. 3You shall not eat
anything leavened with it; for seven days thereafterb you shall eat unleav-
ened bread, bread of"distress—for you departed from the land of Egypt

- hurriedly—so that you may remember the day of your departure from the

300

land of Egypt as long as you live. 4For seven days no leaven shall be found
with you in all your territory, and none of the flesh of what you slaughter
on the evening of the first day shall be left unril morning,

+ $You are not permitted to slaughter the passover sacrifice in any of the
settlements that the LORD your God is giving you; Sbut at the place where
the LORD your God will choose to establish His name, there alone shall
you slaughter the passover sacrifice, in the.evening, at sundown, the time
of day when you departed. from Egypt. 7You shall cook and eat it at the
place that the LORD your God will choose; and in the morning you may
start back on your journey home. 8After eating unleavened bread six days,
you shall bold a solemn gatheringe for the LorD your God-on the seventh
day: you shall do no work. . : .

?You shall count off seven weeks: start to count the seven weeks when
the sickle is first put to the standing. grain. 19Then you shall observe the
Feast of Weeks for the LORD your God, offering your freewill contri-
bution according as the' LORD your God has blessed: you. 11You shall
rejoice before the LORD your God with your son and-daughter, your male’
and female slave, the Levite in your communities, and the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow in your midst, at the place where the LORD
your God.will choose to establish His name. '2Bear in.mind that you
were slaves in Egypt, and take care to obey these laws.

BAfter. the ingathering from your threshing floor .and your vat, you
shall hold the Feast of Booths for seven.days. 14You shall rejoice in your
festival, with your son and. daughter, your male and’ female :slave, . the/
Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow in your communities. .
15You shall hold festival for the LORD your God seven days, in the place
that the LORD will choose; for the LORD your God will bless alld your
crops and all your undertakings, and you shall have nothing but joy.

1 Cf Exod. 13.4; 23.15; 34.18.
b Lit, “upon it.”

< See note at Lev. 23.36.

& Lit, “you in all.”
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6Three times-a year—on the, Feast of Unleavened Bread, on the Feast
of Weeks, and on the Feast of Booths—all your males shall appear before
the. LORD your God in the. place that He will choose.. Thf:y -shall not
appear before the LORD, empty-handed, 17but each with. his .QWn‘:gfo,
according to the. blessing that the LORD your God:has begtowcd'upoh
you. :

- nwaw

18You shall appoint magistrates and officials for your tribes; ih alt the
settlements that the LORD your God is giving you, and they shall govern
the people with due justice. 19You shall not judge unfa.irly: -you shall show
no pattiality; you shall not take bribes, for bribes blind:the eyes of the
discerning and upset the plea of the just. 29Justice, justice shall'you pursue,
that you may thrive and occupy the land that the LORD your God ‘is
giving you. R : ‘ -

21You shall not set.up a sacred post—any kind of pole beside t“.hc altar
of the LORD your Gad that:you may make—220r erect a stone pillar; for
such-the LORD your God detests. o

17 You' shall not sacrifice to the LORD your God an ox or a sheep.
that has any defect of a serious kind, for that is abhorrent to the LORD.

your God.

2If there is found among you, in one of the settlements that the ORD
your God is giving you, a-man or woman who has affronted the ITORD
your God and transgressed His- covenant—3turning to the worship of
other gods and bowing down to them, to the sun or the moon or any. of
the heavenly host, something I never commanded—#and you haf/e bleen
informed or have learned of it, then you shall make a.thorough inquiry.
If it is true, the fact is established, that abhorrent thing was 'pcrpet}'atcd
in Israel, Syou shall take the man.or the woman who did. that ‘wicked
thing out to the public place, and you shall stone them, man or woman,
to death.—6A person shall be put to death only on the testimony of two
or more? witnesses; he must-not be put to death-on the testimony of a
single witness.—7Let the hands of the witnesses be the first against him

a Lit, “three.”
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to put him to death, and the hands of the rest of the people thereafter.
Thus you will sweep out evil from your midst, ‘

8If a case is too baffling for you to decide, be it a controversy over
homicide, civil law, or assault—matrers of dispute in your courts—you
shall: promptly repair to the place’ that the .LorD your God will have
chosen, %and appear before the levitical priests, or the magistrate in charge
at the time, and present your problem. When they have announced to
you the verdict in the case, 1%you shall carry out the verdict that is an-
nounced. to you from that place that the LOrRD chose, observing scru-
pulously all their instructions to you. 1!You shall act in accordance with
the instructions given you-and the ruling handed down to you; you must
not deviate from the verdict that they announce to you either to the right
or to the left. 128hould a man act presumptuously and disregard the priest
charged with serving there the LORD your. God, or the ‘magistrate; that
man shall die. Thus you will sweep out evil from Isracl: '3all the people
will hear and be afraid and will not act presumptuously again.

!4If, after you have entered ‘the land that the LORD your God has
assigned to you, and taken possession of it and settled in it, you decide,
“I will set a king over me, as do all the nations about me,” 5you shall be
free to set a king over yourself, one chosen by the LORD your God. Be
sure to set as king over yourself one of your own people; you must not
set a foreigner over you, one who is not your kinsman. ‘6Moreover, he
shall not keep many horses or send people back to Egypt to add to his
horses, since the LORD has warned you, “You must not go back that way
again.” ¥?And he shall not have many wives, lest his heart go astray; nor
shall he-amass silver and-gold to excess. -

8When he is seated on his royal throne, he shall have a copy of this
Teaching written for him on a scroll by the levitical priests. 19Let it
remain with him and let him read in it all his life, so that he may learn
to revere the LORD his God, to observe faithfully every word of this
Teaching as-well as these laws. 20Thus‘he will not act haughtily toward
his fellows or deviate from the. Instruction to the right or to the left, to
the end thar he and his descendants may reign long in the midst of Isracl.

18 The levitical priests, the whole tribe of Levi, shall have no territorial
portion with Israel. They shall live only off the LorD’s: offerings by fire

® Nuance of Heb. milliphne uncertain.
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as their® portion, 2and- shall have.no portion,among their:brother tribes:
the LORD is their portion,:as He promised them: - ... -
- 3This then shall: be the priests® due. from the people: Everyone who
offers a sacrifice, whether -an .ox or a sheep, must give the shoulder, the
cheeks, -and the stomach to the priest. 4You shall also give him'.the first
fruits of your new grain and wine and oil, and the'first shearing of your
sheep. 5For the LORD.your God has chosen him and his descendants; out
of all your tribes, to be in attendance for service in the name of the LORD

for all time.

6Ifa Levite: would go, from any of the settlements threughout Israel
where-he has been residing, to the place that the LORD has chqscn, he
may do so whenever he. pleases. 7He may serve in the name of'the LORD
his:God llike all his fellow Levites. who are there in attendance before the
LoORD. #They shall receive equal shares of the dues, Pwithout regard to
personal- gifts or patrimonies.’b’ . . o

9When you enter the land that.the LORD your God is giving you, you
shall not learn to imitate the abhorrent practices of those nations. 19Let
no one be found among you who consigns his son or daughter to the
fire, or .who is an-augur; a soothsayer; a diviner, a sorcerer, -'lone who
casts spells, or one-who.consults ghosts or familiar -spirit‘s, or-one who
inquires of the dead. !2For. anyone who ddes:such things is-abhorrent to
the LORD, and it is because of these abhorrent things that the LORD your
God is dispossessing them before you. 12¥ou must be wholehearted: with
the LORD your God. 14Those nations that you-are about to dispossess do
indeed resort to soothsayers and augurs; to you, however, the LORD your
God. has not assigned the like, . .- o . . :

*15The LORD your God will raise up for.yoh a proPh.et.from among
your.own people; like myself; him you shall heed. 16This is just-what you
asked :of the LORD:your God at Horeb, on.the day-of the .Assembly,
saying, “Let me not hear.the voice .of the LoRD my God any .longgr or.
see this:-wondrous fire any more; lest I die.” 7Whereupon the L@R_p-:saxd»
to me, “Fhey have done well in speaking thus: 18 will raise:up a prophet:
for them from among their own people, like yourself; I willput-My. worc%;..
in his:mouth and he will speak to them all that I command: him; 19and if

anybody fails to'heed the words he speaks in- My name, I myself will’cgl.l'»b

a Lie, “irs,” i.e. the tribe’s.
bb Meaning of Heb. uncertain.
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him to account. 20But any. prophet who. presumes to. speak-in- My ‘name
an oracle that I did not-command him to utter, or who' speaks-in the
name of other gods—that prophet shall die.” 2!And should you ask your-
selves, “How. can:we know that the oracle was not spoken by the LORD?*—

‘22if the prophet:speaks in the name of the LORD-and the oracle does not

come true, that oracle- was not spoken by the LorD; the prophet. has
uttered it prcsumptuously do not stand in dread -of him.

19 When the Lorp your God has cut down the nations whosc land
the LORD your God-is assigning to you, and you have dispossessed them
and settled in-their towns and homes, 2you shall set aside three- cities in
the land ‘that the LORD your God is giving you-to possess. 3You. shall
survey the distances; and divide into three parts the térritory of the coun-
try that the LORD your Gad has allotted to -you, so that any manslayer
may have a place to flee to. +—Now this is the case of the manslayer who
may flee there and live: one who has killed another unwittingly, without
having been-his enemy in the past. For instance, a man goes with his
neighbor into a grove to cut wood; as his hand swings the ax to cut down
a.tree, the:ax-head flies off the handle and strikes the other so that he
dies. That man shall flee to one of these cities and live.—~6Otherwise, when
the distance is great, the blood-avenger, pursuing the manslayer in hot
anger, may-overtake him-and kill thim; yet he did not incurithe death
penalty, since he had never:been the other’s-enemy. 7That is why I ‘com-
mand-you: set aside three cities.

-8And when the LORD your God cnlarges your territory, as He swore
to your fathers, and gives you all the land that He promised to give your
fathers—9if you faithfully observe all this Instruction that I enjoin upon
you:this-day, to love the LORD your God and to walk in His ways at ‘all
times—then- you shall-add three more towns to those three. 1Thus.blood
of the innocent will-not be shed, bringing bloodguilt: upon you in the
land that the LORD your God is allotting to you.

UIf; however, a person who s the enemy-of another lies in. wait: for
him and sets upon him and strikes him a fatal blow and then flees to.one
of these towns, 12the elders of his town shall have him brought back from
there and. shall harid-him over to the'blood-avenger to be put to-death;
13you-must show him no pity. Thus you will purge Israel of the blood of
the innocent,® and it will go well with you.

+ Cf. Num. 35.33-34.
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14You shall not move your countryman’s landmarks, set up by ptévious
gencrations, in the propcrty that will be allotted to'you in thc land that
the LORD yout ‘God is giving you to possess

15A-single witfiess may not validate against a person any gmlt or blame
for any offense that may be committed; a case can be valid only on the
testimony of two witnesses or more:b 16If a man appears against another
to testify maliciously and gives false testimony against him, 17the two
parties to the dispute shall appear-before the LORD, before the priests or
magistrates in authority at the time, 18and the magistratcs shall make 2
thorough investigation. If the man who testified is a false Witness, if he
has testified falsely against his fellow, 9you shall do to him as he'schemed
to do to his fellow. Thus you will sweep outevil from your midst; 20others
will ‘hear and be affaid; and such evil things will not again be- done in
your midst. 2!Nor must you show pxty life for hfe eye for’ cyc tooth for
tooth, hand for-hand, foot for foot:

20 ‘When you take the ﬁeld against your enemies, and see horses and
chatiots—forces larger than yours—have no fear of them, for the LORD
your God, who brought you from the land of Egypt, is with you 2Before
you join battle, the priest shall come forward and address the troops. 3He
shall say to them, “Hear, O Israel! You are about to join battle with your
enemy. Let not your courage falter. Do not be'in fear; or in panic;-or in
dread of them. 4For it is the LORD your God who marches with you to
do battle for you against your enemy, to bring you victory.” ’
SThen the officials shall address the troops; as follows: “Is there anyone
who has built a new:house but has not dedicated it> Let him go back to
his hortie, lest he die in battle and anothet dedicate it. 6ls thete anyone
who has planted a vineyard but has never harvested it? Let him-go back
to his home, lest he die in battle and another’harvest it, 7Is there anyone
who has paid the bride-price for a wife,2 but who has not yet married
her? Lerhim go back to his home, lest he die in battle and another marry
her.” 8The officials shall go on addressing the troops and say, “Is there
anyone afraid and disheattened? Let him go back to his home, lest the

courage of his comrades flag:like his.” "When the officials have finished

addtessing the troops, army commandcrs shall assume command’ of the
troops: S SR o

b See note ar 17.6. o LT
s Thereby making her his wife legally, even though the marviage has not yet t_qke_n' place.
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10When you approach a town to attack it, you shall b-offer it terms of
peace.:> UIf it responds peaceably and lets you in, all the people present
there shall serve you at forced labor. 12If it does not surrender to you,
but would join battle with you, you shall lay siege to it; 13and when the
LoRrD your God delivers it into your hand, you shall put all its males to
the sword. MYou may, however, take as your booty the women, the
children, the livestock, and everything in the town—all its spoil—and
enjoy the use of the sp011 of your enemy, which the LORD your God
gives you.

15Thus you shall dcal with all towns that lie very far from you, towns
that do not belong to nations hereabout. 16In the towns of the latter
pcoplcs however, which the LORD your God is giving you as a heritage,
you shall not let a soul remain alive, 17No, you must proscribes them—
the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hiv-
ites and the Jebusites—as the LORD your-God has commanded you, !8lest
they lead you into doing all the abhorrent things that they have done for
their gods and you stand guilty before the LORD your God.

When in your war against a city you have to besiege it a long time
in order to caprure it, you must not destroy its trees, wielding the ax
against them. You may eat of them, but you must not cut them down.
Are trees of the field human to withdraw before you into the besicged
city? 2°0nly trees that you know do not yield food may be destroyed;
you may cut them down for constructing siegeworks against the city that
is waging war on you, until it has been reduced. .

21 If, in the land that the LORD your God is assigning you to possess,
someone slain is found lying in the open, the identity of the slayer not
being known, 2your elders and magistrates shall go out and. measure the
distances from the corpse to the nearby towns. #The elders of the town
nearest to the corpse shall then take a heifer which has never been worked,
which has never pulled in a yoke; 4and the elders of that town shall bring.
the heifer down to an overflowing wadi, which is not tilled or sown.
There, in the wadi, they shall break the heifer’s neck. 5The priests, sons
of Levi, shall come forward; for the LoRD yotir God has chosen them to
minister to Him and to pronounce blessing in the name of the LORD,
and every lawsuit and case of assault? is subject to their ruling. $Then all
the elders of the town nearest to the corpse shall wash their hands over

b5 O, “call on it to surrender.”
< See Lev, 27.29,

2 Cf. 17.8. Or “skin affection”; of. 24.8.
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the heifer whose neck was broken in the wadi. 7And they shall make this
declaration: “Our-hands did not shed ‘this blood, nor did'our eyes see it
done. 8Absolve, O LORD, Your people Israel whom You redeemed,-and
do not let guilt for the blood of the innocent remain among Your people
Isracl.” And they will be absolved of bloodguilt. *Thus you will remove
from your midst guilt for the blood of the innocent, for you will be domg
what is right in the 51ght of the LORD. :

NXn 2

10When you take the field against your ‘enemies, and the LORD your
God delivers them into your power and you ‘take some of thermn captive,
land you see among the captives a:beautiful woman and you desire her
and would take her to wife, }2you shall bring her into your house, and
she shall trim her hair, pare her nails, 13and discard her captive’s garb:
She shall spend a month’s time in your house lamienting her father and
mother; after that you may come to her and possess her; and she shall be
your wife, 14Then, should you no longer want her, you must release her
outright, You must not sell her for morey: since you had your w1ll of
her, you must not enslave her. - : = :

15If a man has two ‘wives, one loved and the other unloved, and both
the loved and the unloved have borne him sons, but the first-born is the
son of the unloved one—!éwhen he wills his property to his sons, he may
niot treat as first-born the son of the loved one in disregard of the son of
the unloved one who is older. !7Instead, he must accept the first-born,
the son of the unloved one, and allot to him a double portionb of all he
possesses; since he is the first fruit of his vigor, the birthright is his due.

18]f a man has a wayward and defiant son, who does not heed his fathér
or mother and does not obey them even after they discipline him, 19his
father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders.
of his town at the public place ‘of his community. 20They shall say to the
elders of his town, “This son' of ours is disloyal and defiant; he does not
heed-us. He is a glutton -and a drunkard.” 21 Thereupon the men of his
town shall stone him to death. Thus you will sweep out evil from your
midst: all Israel will hear and be afraid.

22If a man is guilty of a capital offense and is-put to death, and you
impale him' on a stake, 23you must not let his corpse remain on the stake

b Lit. two-thirds,

os
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overnight, but must bury him the same day. For an impaled. body is an
affront to God: you shall not defile. the Jand that the LORD your God is
giving you to possess. :

22 If you see your fellow s ox or sheep gone astray, do not.ignore it;
you must take it back to your fellow. 2If your fellow does not live near
you or you do not know who he is, you shall bring it home and it shall
remain with you until your fellow claims it; then you shall give it back
to him. 3You shall do the same with. his ass; you shall do the same with
his.garment; and so too shall you do with anything that.your fellow loses
and you find: you must not remain indifferent. -,

#1f you see your fellow’s ass or ox fallen on the road, do not ignore it;
you must help him raise it.:

A woman must not put-on.man’s apparel nor shall a man wear woman’s

clothing; for whoever does these things is abhorrent to the LORD your
God.

oIf, along the road, you chance upon a bird’s nest, in any tree or on
the ground, with fledglings or eggs and the mother sitting over the fledg-
lings or on the eggs, do not take the mother together with her young.
7Let the mother go,-and take only the young, in order that you may fare
well and have a long life. :

8When you build a new house, you shall makc a parapet for your roof,
so that you do not bring bloodguilt on your house if anyone should fail
from it.

?You shall not sow your vineyard with a second kind of seed, else the
crop—from the seed you have sown—and the yield of the vineyard may
not be used. 19You shall not plow with an ox and an ass together. 11You

shall not wear cloth combining wool and. linen.-

12You shall make tassels on the four corners of the garment with which
you cover yourself. -

13A man marries a woman and cohabits with her. Then he takes an
aversion to her !and makes up charges against her and defames her,
saying, “I married this woman; but when I approached her, I found that
she was not a virgin.” 15In such a case, the girl’s father and mother shall
produce the evidence of the girP’s virginity before the elders of the town
at the gate. 16And the girl’s father shall say to the elders, “I gave this man
my daughter to wife, but he has taken an aversion to her; Vso he has

‘TORAH DEUTERONOMY 23.3.

made up charges, saying, ‘I did not find your-daughter 2 virgin.’ But-here

is the evidence of my daughter’s virginity” And- they shall spread out the
cloth before the elders.of the town: 18The elders of that tows shall then
take the man and flog him;: Pand they shall fine him a hundred [shiekels

of] silver and give it to the girl’s father; for the:man-has defanied a virgin

in Israeli Moreovet, shc shall remain his wife; he shall never have the right
to divorce her, - : v : o o

. 20But’if the charge proves true, the glrl was found ot to-have been a
virgin; 2ithen the.girl shall be:brought-out:to the entrance of her father’s
house, and-the men: of her town: shall stone her: to'death; for she did- a
shameful thing in Israel; commxttmg fornication while! under her father s
authority. Thus you. will sweep:away-evilifrom.your midst. °

. 22If aiman:is found lying with another. man’s wife, both of them=—tle
man and the woman: with whom:he lay—shalt-die. Thus you will swcep
away evil from Israel. -

23In the-case of a virgin who is #engaged to a-man-*—if a man’comes
upon her in town:and.lies with her, 2¢you shalt take the two of them out
to the,gate of that town and stone them to-death: the girl because she
did not cry-for help in the town,.and the man because he-violated anothet
man’s wife. Thus you will sweep away evil from your midst. 25But if the
man comes upon the engaged girl in the open. country, and the man lies
with her by force, only the man who lay with her shall die, 26but you
shall do nothing to the girl. The girl did not incur the death penalty, for
this case is like that of a man attacking another and murdering him. 27He
came upon her in the open; though the engaged gir! cried for help, there
was no one to save het.

28]f a.man-comes upon a virgin who is not cngagcd -and he seizes her
and lies with her, and they are discovered, 2°the man who lay with her
shall-pay the girl’s father fifty [shekels of ] silver, and she shall be his wife,
Because he has violated her, he can never have the right to divorce her,

23 No:man shall marry hlS fathcr s formcr wife, so-as 2to remove hls
father’s garment.2

2No one.whose testes are crushcd or whose mcmbcr is cut off shall be
admitted into the. congregation of the LORD:-.

3No one misbegotten® shall.be admittcdinto thc congregation of the

3 Le., for whom a bride-price had been paid; see 20.7. : ’

w2 Le., lay claim o what kis father had possessed. Cf. Lev. 18.8, 20.11; Ebek. 16.8; Ruth 3.9,

v Meaning of Heb. mamzer uncertain; in Jewish law, the offipring of adultery or incest bcrween
Jews.
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-10When you make a loan of any sort to your.countryman, you must
not.enter his house to-seize his pledge. !1You must.remain outside, while
the man to whom you made the loan brings the pledge out to you. 12If
he is 2 needy man, you shall.not go to sleep in his pledge; Byou:must
return. the pledge to him at sundown, that he may sleep in his cloth and
bless you; and it- will be-to your merit before the LORD your God.

4You shall not abuse a needy and destitute laborer, whether a fellow
countryman or a stranger-in one of the communities of your land. !5You
must pay him his wages on the same day, before the sun sets, for he-is
needy -and urgently depends on-it; else. he will cry to the LorD against
you and you will incur guilt. - :

+16Parents shall not.be put to death for children, nor children be put to
death for. parents: a person shall be put to death only for his own crime.

17You shall not subvert the rights of the stranger or the fatherless; you
shall not take a widow’s garment in pawn. !8Remember that you were a
slave in Egypt and that the LORD your God redeemed you from there;
therefore do I enjoin you to obsetve this commandment.

. 1When you reap the harvest in your field and overlook.a.sheaf in the
fleld, do nort turn back to get it; it shall go to the stranger, the fatherless,
and the widow—in order-that the LORD your God may bless you in all
your undertakings.

20When you beat down the fruit of your ohvc trees, do not go over
them again; that shall go to the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.
2'When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not pick it over again;
that shall go.to.the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. 22Always
remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore do I enjoin
you to observe this commandment,

25 When there is a dispute -between men and they go to law, and a
decision is rendered declaring the one’in the right and the other in the
wrong—2if the guxlty one is to be flogged, the magistrate shall have him
lic down and be given lashes in his presence, by count, as his.guilt- wa-
rants. 3He may be given up to forty lashes, but not more, lest being
flogged further, to excess, your brother bedegraded before your eyes.

#You shall:not muzzle an ox while it is threshing, |

SWhen brothers dwell together and one'of them dies and. leavcs no:son,
the wife of the deceased shall not be married to a stranger, outside the

TORAH ‘DEUTERONOMY . 26.2

family: Her husband’s brother shall unite with her: take:her as his wife
and perform the levirlszduty. $The first son that she bears shall be ac-
counted to ‘the dead:brother, that his name may not be:blotted out in
Israel. 7But if the man does.not want to.marry his brother’s widow; his
brother’s widow shall appear before the elders in- the -gate and declare,
“My husband’s brother.refuses to establish a name in Israel for his brother;
he will not perform the duty of a levir.” 8The elders of his town shall then
summon him and talk to him. If he insists, saying, “I do not want to
marry her,” *his brother’s widow 'shall go up to him.in the presence of
the elders, pull the sandal off his foot, spit in+his. face, and make this
declaration: Thus -shall-be done to the man who will ot build up his
brother’s-house! 1°And he shall go in Israel by the’ name of “the famlly
of the unsandaled one.’ : :

LIf two men get into a fight with each other, and the wife of one comes
up. to save her husband from his antagonist -and. puts out her hand and
seizes him by his genitals, 12you shall cut off her hand; show no pity:

13You shall not have in your pouch alternate weights, larger and smaller.
4You shall not have in your house alternate measures, a larger and a
smaller. 15You must have completely honest weights and completely hon-
est measures, if you are to endure long on the soil that the LORD your
God is giving you. 16For everyone who does those things, evcryone who
deals dlshonestly, is abhorrcnt to-the Lorp your God.

17Remembcr'what Amalek did to you on your journey, after you left
Egypt—18how, undeterred by fear of God, he surprised you on the march;
when you were famished and weary, and cut down all the stragglers in
your rear. ¥Therefore, when the LORD your God grants you safety from
all your enemies around. you, in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you as 4 hereditary portion, you shall blot out the memory of
Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!

m:m 2

26 When you enter the land that the LORD your God is giving you
as-a heritage, and you possess-it and settle in. it, 2you shall take 'sothe-of
every first fruit of the soil, which you harvest:from the land that the LorD
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your God is giving you, put it in-a basket and go to the place where the
LoRrD your God will choose to establish His name. 3You shall go to the
priest in charge at that time and say to him, “I.acknowledge this day
before the LORD: your God that I have entered the land that the Lorp
swore to our fathers to assign us.”

4The priest shall take the basket from your -hand and set it down in
front of the altar of the LORD your God.

$You shall then recite as follows before the LORD your God: “My father
was a fugitive Aramean. He went down to Egypt with meager numbers
and sojourned there; but there he became a.great and very populous
nation. €The Egyptians dealt harshly with us and oppressed us; they im-
posed heavy labor upon us. 7We cried to the LORD, the God of our
fathers, and the LORD heard our plea and saw our plight, our misery, and
our oppression. 8The LORD freed us from Egypt by a mighty hand, by
an outstretched arm and awesome power, and by signs and portents. 9He
brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk
and honey. 'Wherefore I now bring the first fruits of the.soil which You,
O .LORD, have given.me.”

You shall leave it® before the LORD your God and bow low before the
Lorb.your God. 1'And you shall enjoy, together with the Levite and the
stranger in your midst, all the bounty that the LORD your God has be-
stowed upon you and your household.

12ZWhen you have set aside in full the tenth part of your yield~-~in the
third year, the year of the titheb—and have given it to the Levite, the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that they may eat their fill in your
settlements, 13you shall declare:before the LORD your God: “I have cleared
out the consecrated portion from the house; and I have given it to the.
Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, just as You com-
manded me; I have neither transgressed nor neglected any of Your com-
mandments: 4] have not eaten of it while in mourning; I have not cleared
out any of it while I was unclean, and I have not deposited any of it with
the dead.d I have obeyed the LORD my God; I have done just as You
commanded me. 15Look down from Your holy abode, from heaven, and
bless Your people Israel and the soil You have given us, a land flowing
with milk-and honey, as You swore to our fathers.” _

16The LORD your God commands you this day to observe these laws
and rules; .observe them faithfully with all your heart and soul. 47You have
affirmede this day that-the LORD is your God, that you will walk in His

a Le., the basket of v. 4.

b See Deut. 14.28-29.

« Meaning of first part of verse uncertasn,

& No part of the tithe may be left as food for the dead.
< Exact nuance of Heb. uncertain,
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ways, that.you will-observe His laws and commandments and:rules, and
that you will obey Him. 8And the LORD has affitmede this:day.that you
are, as He promised you, His treasured people who shall observe all His
commandments, *and that He will set you, in fame and renown and
glory, high above all the nations:that He- has made; -and -that you shall
bc, as He promxsed a holy people to the LORD, your God.

27 Moses and the elders of Israel charged the pcoplc, saying: Obscrve
all the Instruction that I enjoin upon you this day. 2 2As soon as you have
crossed the Jordan:into the-land that the LORD your God is giving you,
you shall set up large stones. Coat them with- plaster. 3and inscribe upon
them all the: words. of this Teaching. When you cross over to enter ‘the
land that the LORD your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk-and
honey, as the-LORD, .the God.of your:fathers, -promised: you—#upon
crossing the Jordan, you shall set up these stones, about which I charge
you this day, on Mount Ebal, and coat them with plaster; 5Thete, ‘too,
you shall build an altar to the LORD your Ged, an altar of stones. Do
not. wield an'iron tool over them; Syou.must build-the altar of the:LORD
your God of unhewnb-stones. You shall offer on it burnt offerings to the
LorD your God, 7and you shall sacrifice there offerings of well-being and
eat them, rejoicing before the LORD your God. #And on those stones you
shall inscribe every word: of this Teaching most distinctly: '

9Moses and:the levitical priests spoke to all:Israel, saying: Silence! I—Icar
O Israell. Today you have become the. people. of the LorD your God::
10Heed the LORD your God and--observe’ His: commandments and Hxs
laws, which I enjoin upon you this day. fo

- WThereupon Moses charged the people, sayirig: 12*After you have crossed
the Jordan, the following shall stand on Mount Gerizim when the-blessing
for the :peoplé‘_is, spoken: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar; Joseph; and Ben-
jamin. 13And for the curse, the following shall stand on Mount Ebal:
Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphthali. 14The-Levites. shall
then proclaim in-a‘loud. voice to all the people of Isracl:

18Cursed be anyone who makes a sculptured or molten image, abhorred,

by the:LORD, a craftsman’s:handiwork, and sets it: up in secret=~And all
the people shall respond; Amen. : :

- 26Cursed be-he who: insults his fatﬁcr or. mothcr ——And all the pcoplc-

shall:say, Amen: .

s Construction of w. 2-4 uncertain.
b Lit. “whole.” .
¢ Construction of v, 12~13 uncertain.
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17Cursed -be he who moves his fellow counrrymans landmark —And
all-the people shall.say; Amen. :

18Cursed-be he who misdirects a blind pcrson on his-way: —~And all the
-people-shall say, Amen.
- 42Cursed be he who subverts. the nghrs of thc stranger, rhe farherlcss
and the widow.—And-all the people shall say, Arnen.

29Cursed be he who lies with his father’s wife, for he has removed his
father’s garment.4—And all the people shall say, Amen.

21Cursed be he who lies with any beast.—And all the peoplc shall say,
Amen,.

22Cursed: be he who: hcs wrth hlS sister, whcrhcr daughter of his farher
or of his mother.—And all the people shall say, Amen.

23Cursed :be he who lies- w1rh his mother-in-law.—And all the’ people
shall say, Amen.- i SR

24Cursed be he who srrrkcs down his fcllow countryman i secret.—
And all the people shall say; Amen. .. : :
- #Cursed be he who accepts:a bribe «in the case of the murdcr of ¢ an
inriocent person.—And all the people shall say, Amen. e

- 26Cursed -be he who-will not uphold the terms of this- Tcachmg and
obscrvc them —And all rhe pcople shall say, Amen

28 Now 1f you: obcy the LORD your God, to observe faxrhﬁllly all
His commandments which-I"enjoin upon-you this day, the:LORD your
God'will set you high above;all the ‘nations of the earth. 2All thése bless-
ings shall :come. upon you: and take cﬁ”ccr if you will but heed the word
of the LORD your God: ‘

- *Blessed shall;you be in the city and blcsscd shall your be in rhe country,

*Blessed:shall be the issue of your womb, the produce of your soil, and
the offspring of your cartle, thc calvmg of your herd and the lambmg of
your flock.:!

- 5Blessed. sha.ll be your baskct and your kncadmg bowl.

‘6Blessed shall you. be'in your ‘comirigs and blcsscd shalt you be.in your
gomgs : REEREEI “

i.7Fhe LorD will pur’ to: rout: bcforc you rhc enemies who attack yous
thcy will march out against you by a single road, but- fice from- ‘you by
many?:roads. 8Thé¢ LorD .will: ordain: blessings-for you upon your barns
and upon all your undertakings: He will bless you in the-land that:the

4 See riote at 23.1.
< Le., 1o acquit the murderer; otl;m‘ “to slay.”

3 th “Seven.”
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Lorb your God is giving you. *The LORD will establish you as His holy
people, as He swore to you, if you keep the commandments‘of the LORD
your God and walk in-His ways. 19And all the peoplés of the'edrth shall
see that-the LORD’s name is proclaimed ovér you,b and'they-shall stand
in fear of you. The LORD will give you abounding prosperity in the
issue of your womb, the offspring of your cattlé, and the prodiice of your
soil in the land that 'the LORD swore to your fathers to-assign to you.
2The LOrD ‘will open for-you His bounteous-store; ‘the heavens, to
provide rain for your land in season and to bless all your undcrtakmgs
You will be creditor to many nations, but debtor to'notie.

" 13The: LoRD-will make you the head, not the-tail; you will always be
at the top and:never at the bottom—=if orly you obey and farthfully ob:
serve the commandments-of the LORD your God ‘that I ehjoin upon you
this-day, 14and' do not deviate to the tight or to the left fromiany of the
cominandments rhar I enjom ‘upon you rhrs day and turn to the worshrp
of other gods

:15But-if you'do-nét obey the LORD your God to observe faithfully all
His commandments and laws which I enjoin upon you this day, all thesc
curses- shall come upon you and take cﬁ”ccr '

- 16Cursed shal!-you be in‘the city and cursed shal! you be iri the country.
17Cursed shall be your basket and' your kneading bowl. .
18Cursed shall be the issue of your womb and the produce of your 5011

the calving of your herd and the lambing of your flock: :
19Cursed shall you be in your commgs and: curscd shall you bc in your
goings. : .
20The LORD will Icr loose against you: calamrry, panic, and frusrratron
in all the enterprises you' undertake, so that' you shallsootr be utterly
wiped out because of your evildoing'in forsaking Me. 21Thc ‘LorRD wil
make pestilence. cling to you;. until He has'pat an’¢nd to you'in ‘the 1and

that you are"entering to possess. 22The LORD will'strike you with con-
sumption, fever,-and inflammation, with scorchmg heat-and droaght, with
blight and mildew;-they shall hound-you until you perish. 23The skies
above your head shall be copper and the earth under you iron. 24The:

Lorp will make the rain-of your land dust, and sind shall drop on' you
froth the:sky; until you are- wiped out.

25The LORD will put you'to rout before your-cnemxes;v-youfshall march:

b Le., the LORD recognizes you as His own; of, Isa. 4.1,
< Exact nature of these afflictions uncertain,
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out against them by a single road, but flee from them by many? roads;
and you shall become a horror: to all the kingdoms of the earth. 26Your
carcasses shall become food: for all the birds of the sky and all the beasts
of the earth, with none to frighten them off,

#”The LoRD will strike you with the Egyptian inflammation,d with
hemorrhoids, boil-scars, and, itch, from which you shall never recover.

?8The LorD will strike you with madness, blindness, and dismay.¢
2You shall grope at noon as a blind man gropes in the dark; you.shall
not prosper in.your ventures, but shall be constantly abused and robbed,
with none to give help. . : :

30]f you pay the bride-price for a wife, another man shall enjoy her. If
you build a house, you shall not live in it. If you plant a vineyard, you
shall not harvest it.f 31Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but
you shall not eat of.it; your ass shall be seized in front of you, and it shall
not be returned to you; your flock shall be delivered:to ‘your -enemies,
with none to help you. 32Your sons and daughters shall be delivered to
another people, while you look on; and your eyes shall strain for them

constantly, but you shall.be helpless, 33A people you do not know shall

cat up the produce of your soil and all your gains; you shall be abused

. and downtrodden continually, 34until you are driven mad by what your
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eyes behold. 35The LorD will afflict you at the knees and thighs with a
severe, inflammation, from which you shall never recover—from.the sole
of your foot to the crown of your head.
36The LORD. will.drive you, and the king you have set over you, to a

nation unknown to you or your fathers, where you shall serve other gods,
of wood and stone.: 37You shall be. a consternation, a ptoverb, and a
byword among all the peoples to which the LORD will drive you.

_ 3¥Though you take. much.seed out to the field, you shall gather in little,
for the locust shall consume it. #¥Though you plant vineyards and till
them, you shall have.no wine to drink or'store, for the worm shall devour
them. 4°Though you. have olive trees throughout your territory, you shall
have no oil for anointment,_for your olives shall drop off. 4IThough you
beget sons.and daughters, they shall not remain with you, for they shall
g0 into -captivity. 42The cricket shall take over all the trees and. produce
of your land. . - :

~#3The stranger- in your midst shall rise above you higher and higher,
while you sink lower and lower: 4the shall be your creditor, but you shall

.not be his; he shall'be the head and you the: tail:

4 See Exod. 9.9-10.
¢ Lit. “numbness of heart.”
f Cf. 20.6.
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#5All these curses-shall befall you; they shall pursue-you and overtake
you, until you are wiped out, because you did not heed the LORD your
God and keep thé commandments and laws that He enjoined upon you.
#They shall serve as signs and preofs against you and your offspring for
all time: 47Because you would not serve the' LORD your God in joy and
gladness over the abundance of everything, 48you shall have to serve=in
hunger and thirst, naked and lacking everything—the enemies whom the
LoRrD will let loose-against you. He will put-an iron yoke upon your neck
until He has wiped you out. '

- ¥The LORD will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end
of the earth, which will swoop down like: the- eagle~a nation: whose
language you do not understand, 5% ruthless nation, that will show the
old no regard and the young no mercy. 51t'shall devour the offspring of
your cattle and the produce of your soil, until-you have been wiped out,
leaving you nothing of new grain, wine; or oil, of the calving of your
herds and the lambing of your flocks, until it has brought you to ruin.
52]t shall shut you up in all your towns throughout your land untievery
mighty, towering wall in- which you trust has come down. And when you
are shut up in all your towns throughout your-land that the LORD your
God has assigned to you, 53you shall eat your own issue, the flesh of your
sons and daughters that the LORD your God has assigned to you, because
of the desperate straits to which your enemy shall reduce you. $#He who
is most tender and fastidious among you shall be too mean to his brother
and the wife of his bosom and the children he has spared'$5to share with
any of them the flesh of the children that he eats, because he has nothing
clse left as a result of the desperate straits to which your enemy shall
reduce you in all your towns. 56And she who is most tender and dainty
among you, so tender and dainty that she would never venture 1o set a
foot on the ground, shall begrudge the husband of her bosom, and her
son and her daughter, 57the afterbirth that issues from between her legs
and the babies she bears; she shall eat-them secretly, because of utter want,
in the desperate straits to which your enemy shall reduce you in your
towns. : ‘ :

$81f you fail to observe faithfully all the terms of this Teaching that are
written in this ‘book, te reverence this honored and awesome Name, the
Lorp your God, $9the'LoRD will inflict extraordinary plagties upon you
and your offspring, strange and lasting plagues, malignant and:‘chronié
discases:. 2He will ‘bring back upon:you all'the sicknesses of Egypt that
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you dreaded so, and they shall cling to you. $!Moreover, the LORD will
bring upon you all the other diseases and plagues that are not mentioned
in this book of Teaching, until you are wiped out. $2You shall be left a
scane few, after having been as numerous as the stars in the skies, because
you did not heed the command of the LORD your God. 63And as the
LORD once delighted in making you prosperous and many, so will the
Lorp now delight in causing you to perish and in wiping you out; you
shall be torn from the land that you are about to enter and possess.

¢4The LORD will scatter you among all the peoples from one end of
the earth to. the other, and there you shall serve other gods, wood and
stone, whom neither you nor your ancestors have experienced. 65Yet even
among those nations you shall find no peace, nor shall your foot find a
place to, rest. The LORD will give you there an anguished heart and eyes
that pine and a despondent spirit. 66The life you face shall be precarious;
you shall be in terror, night.and day, with no assurance of survival. 67In
the morning you shall say, “If only it were evening!” and in the evening
you shall say, “If only it were morning!”—because of what your heart
shall dread and your eyes shall see. $8The LORD. will send you back to
Egypt in galleys, by a route which [ told you you should not see again.
There you shall offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and
female slaves, but none will buy.

-89 These are the terms of the covenant which the. LORD commanded
Moses to conclude with the Israclites in the land of Moab, in addition to
the.covenant which He had made with them at Horeb.-

2’ Moses summoned all Israel and said to them:

You have seen all that the-LoRD.did before your very eyes in the land
of Egypt, to Pharaohi and to all his courtiers and to his whole country:
2the:wondrous-feats that you saw with your own eyes, those prodigious
signs and marvels. 3Yet to this-day the LORD has not given you a mind
to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear.

. #] led you through-the wilderness forty years; the clothes on your back
d1d not wear-out,.nor did the sandals on your feet; Syou had no bread-to
cat and no wine or other intoxicant to drink—that you mlght know_that
I.the LORD am your God. .. :

. %When you reached this. place ng thon of Heshbon and ng Og

& See note.ar 11,28,

TorRAH DEUTERONOMY '29:23

of Bashancame out to engage us in battle, but we defedted them. 7We
took their‘land and gave:it to the Reubenites; the Gadites,'and the half:
ttibe of Manasseh as their heritage.8THerefore observe faithfully all“the
terms of this covenant; that you rnay succeed in all that you undcrtake

D"DXJ

9You stand this day, all of yol, before the' LORD your Géd=~your tribal
heads, your elders and your officials, all the men of Israel, Vyour children,
your -wives, even ‘the stranger within your camip, from wéodchopper to
waterdrawer-—11to enter into'the covenant of the LORD yoir God; which
the LORD your God is concluding with you this day, with its sanctions;?

12to the end that He may establish you this day as His people and bc.

your God, as He promised you and as He swore to your fathers, Abfa

Isaac,"and Jacob: 13F:make this covenant; with:its sanctions, not wit you_

alone, 1but both with those who are standing-here with us this day before
the LLORD our God and with those who are riot with -us hete- this day:".
¢ 15Well you know:that we dwelt in the land of Egypt and that we passed
through the midst of various other nations;. 16and you ‘have seen ‘the
detestable things and the fetishes of wood and stone; silver'and gold, that
they keep: }7Perchance there is.among yousome man-or woman, Or some
clanior tribe, whose: heartiis even-now turning away fromr the LORD. our
God to“go-and- worship: the  gods- of those fations—perchance there is
amiong: youa stock sprouting. poison'weed and wormwood. 18When siich
a one hears the 'words of these sanctions, he may fanecy himself immune,
thinking, “I shall be ‘safe; though. I-follow my own willful-heart”—to the
utter- ruin. of moist and:dry alike>-19The LOrD will never forgive him;
rather will the LORD’s anget and’passion tage against that man, till every
sanction recorded in this book comes down upon- h1m and the LORD
blots-out his hame from. under heaven.. :

. 20The 'Lorp. will single them¢: out- from all thc tribes: of Israel for
misfortune,:in accorddnce with all the sanctions of the covenant recorded
in this book of Teaching. 2!And: later generations will ask—the children
who succeed-‘you; and foreigners ‘who-come from distant:lands' and see
the-plagues and diseases that the LORD has inflicted upon that Jand, 22all
its.soil devastated by sulfur and salt; beyond sowing ‘and prodiicing, no
grass :growing. in 'it, just-like the upheaval of Sodom and Gomiorrah,
Admah and Zeboiim, which the-LORD overthrew.in His fierce dnger—
2331 nations will ask; “Why did:the LORD do thus to'this land? Wherefore
s Le., the curses that violations of the covenant will entail.

o Le., everyrhing.
< Le., dlan or tribe, v. 17.
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that awful wrath?” 2¢They will be told, “Because they forsook the covenant
that the LORD, God of their fathers, made with them when He freed
them from the land of Egypt; 25they turned to the service of other gods
and worshiped.them, gods whom they had not experienced? and whom
He had not allotted¢ to them. 2650 the LORD was incensed at that land
and brought upon it all the curses recorded in this book. 27The Lorp
uprooted them from their soil in anger, fury, and great wrath, and cast
them into another .land, as is still the case.” :

28Concealed acts concern the LORD our God; bur with overt acts, it is
for us and our children ever to apply all the provisions of this Teaching.

30 When all these things befall you—the blessing and-the curse that
I have set before you—and. you take them to heart amidst the various
nations.to which the LORD your God has banished you, 2and you return
to the LORD your God,. and you and your children heed His command
with all your heart and soul, just as I enjoin upon you this day, 3then the
LORD ‘your God will restore your fortunes2 and take you back in love.
He will bring you together again from all the peoples where the LorD
your God has scattered you. #Even if your outcasts are-at the ends of the
world,b from-there the LORD. your God will gather you, from there He
will fetch-you. 5And the LorD.your God will bring you to the land that
your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will make you
more prosperous and mere numerous: than your fathers,

:6Then the LORD your God will open upc your. heart and the hearts of
your offspring to love the LORD your God with all your heart and soul,
in order- that you may live,. 7The. LORD your God will inflict all those
curses upon the enemies and foes who persecuted you. 8You, however,
will again heed the LORD.and .obey.all- His commandments that I enjoin
upon you this:day. #And the LORD your God will grant you abounding
prospetity-in all.your undertakings, in: the issue: of your womb, the off-
spring of your. cattle, and, the produce. of your soil. For the LORD will
again delighttin youriwell-being, as He did-in that.of your fathers, 10since
you will be heeding the LORD your God and keeping His commandments
and laws tha are recorded in this book of the Teachmg——once you return
to the LORD your God with all your heart and soul. . S
. USurely, this Instruction: which I enjoin.pon you this day 1$.not _too

d See note at 11.28.
« See 4.19-20.

s Others “captivity”
b Lir, “sky.”
< Others “tivcumcise.”
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baffling for you, nor is it beyond reach. 12It is. not in the heavens, that
you should say, “Who among us can go up to the heavens.and get it for
us and impart it to us, that we may observe it?” 13Neither is it beyond
the sea, that you should say, “Who among us can cross.to the other.side
of the sea and get it for us and' impart it to.us, that we may obsetve it?”
14No, the thing is very close to you, in your mouth.and in your heart, to
observe it.
158ee, I set before you this day hfe and prosperity, death and advcrsxty

16Ford I command you this day, to love the: LORD your God, to walk in
His ways, and to keep His commandments, His laws, and His rules, that
you may thrive and increase, and that the LORD your God may bless you:
in the land that you are about to enter and possess. 17But if your heart
turns away and you give no heed, and are furéd-into the worship and
service of other gods, 181 declare to:you-this day that you shall certainly-
perish; you shall not-long endure on the soil that you are crossing the-
Jordan to enter and possess. 191 call heaven and-earth to witness against
you'this day: I have put before you life.and death, blessing and curse.
Choose life—if you and'your offspring would live—20by loving the LORD
your God, heeding His.commands; and holding fast to Him. For thereby
you shall‘have: life and shall long endure upon-the soil .that the LORD
your God swore to your ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give to:

them

‘7’1

31 a Moses went. and spoke a these thmgs to all- Israel: 2He said to:
them: :

I am now one hundred and rwenty years -old, I can no longer bibe
active.® Moreover, the LORD has said.to me, “You shall not go-across
yonder Jordan.” #The LorD your God Himself will cross over before
you; and-He Himself will wipe out those nations from your path and youl.

shall- dispossess them.~—Joshua is:the one who shall cross:before:you, as’
the LORD *has:spoken.—#The LORD.will do to them as-He did to:Sihon'
and Og; kings of the Amorités,-and. to. their countries, when -He wiped-
them .out: 5The LorD ‘will deliver them up to you; and you shall deal.

with them-in full -accordance with: the-Instruction that I have enjoined

upon you. 6Be strong ‘and: resolute, be notiin fear or-in"dread of them;.

4 Septuagint reads “If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which.”

a2 An ancient Heb. ms. and the Septuagine read: “When Moses had finished speaking . . 7 of.
29.1.
b Lit, “come and go.”
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for the LORD your God Himself marches with you: He will not fail you
ot forsake you. - . S : . \

7Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel:
“Be strong and resolute, for-it.is you who shall go with this people into
the land that the LORD swore to their fathers to give them, and it is you
who shall apportion it to them. 8And the Lorp Himself will:go. before
you. He will be with you; He will not fail you or forsake you. Fear not
and be not dismayed!”

’Moses wrote down this Teaching and gave. it to the priests; sons of
Levi, who carried the Ark. of the LORD’s Covenant, and to all the elders
of Israel. L o L : .

+10And Moses instructed them as follows: Every seventh year,¢ the year
set-for remission, at the Feast of Booths, when all Israel comes to'appear
beforethe: LORD your God in:the place that He will choose, you shall
read this-Teaching- aloud in-the presence.of al| Israel. 22Gather the peo-
ple—men, women, children, and the strangers in:your communities—that
they may hear-and so learn to revere the LORD your:God and-to observe:
faithfully every word of this Teaching. 3Their children, too, who-have
not had the experience, shall hear and learn to revere the LORD your God
as long as they live in the.land that you are about to cross-the Jordan to
possess. 4 : :

14The LORD said to Moses: The time is drawing near for you to die.
Call Joshua and ‘present yourselves in the Tent of Meeting, that I may
instruct him. Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves in the
Tent of Meeting. 15The LORD appeared in the Tent, in a pillar of cloud,
the pillar of cloud having comeito rest at the entrance of the tent, °

19The’LORD said to Moses: You are soon to lie with your fathers. This
people will thereupon go astray. after the alien gods in their midst, in the
land: vhat-they are .about to.enter;.they will forsake Me and' break My
covenant that T made with them: 17Then My anger will flare up agdinst
them; -and I'will abandon.them and hide My. countenance from them.
Theyshall be:ready prey; and-many-evils and troubles shall befall them. .
And they shallsay:on thatday, “Surely it is because our-God-is not in
dur midst:that these evils have befallen us.” 18¥et I will keep My coun-
tenance-hidden.on that day, because of all the evil :they have done. in
turning-to.othier gods:: 9Therefore, write down - this -poem and- teach-it.
torthe people-of Isracly put-it.in their mouths, in order that this poem

« See note ar 15.1. 5. .
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may be My witness against the people of Istacl: 20Wheri I bring them into
the land flowing with milk and honey that Ipromisedion.oath to their
fathers, and they eat their fill and grow fat and turn-to other gods and
serve them, spurning Me and breaking My covenant, 2!and: the many evils
and troubles befall them—then this poem shalliconfront them as'a witness,
since it will never be lost from the mouth of their offspring. For I know
what plans they are devising even'now, before I bring them inito the land
that [ promised on oath. - :

22That day, Moses wrote down this poem and taught it to the Israelites.

23And He charged Joshua son of Nun: “Be strong and resolute: for
you shall bring the Israelites int6 the land that I promised them-on oath,
and I will be with you.” o '

#*When Moses had put down in writing the words of this Teaching to
the very end, 28Moses charged the Levites who carried the Ark of the
Covenant of the LORD, saying: 26Take this book of Teaching and place
it beside the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD your God, dnd let jt remain
there as a witness against you. 27Well I know-how defiant and stiffnecked
you are: even now, while I am still alive in yoiur’ imidst, you have been
defiant toward the LORD; how much more, thén, when I am déad! 28Gather
to me all the elders of your tribes and your officials, that I may speak all
these words to them and that I ihay call heaven and earth to witness
against them, 29For I know that, when I am dead, you will act wickedly
and turn away from the path that 1 enjoined upon you, and that in time
to come misfortune will befall you for having done evil in the sight of
the LORD and vexed Him by your deeds. -

30Then Moses recited the words-of this poem to the very end, in the
hearing of the whole congregation of Israél:

1INT

SZGivc ear, O heavens, let me speak;
Let the carth hear the words I urter!
2May my discourse come down as the rain,
My speech distill as the dew, :
Like showers on young growth,
Like droplets on the grass.2 -~ -/ &
3For the name of the LORD I proclaim;- -
Give glory to our God!

2 Le., may my words be received eagerly; of. Job 29.22-23.
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#The Rockl—His deeds are perfect,
Yea, all His ways are just;

A faithful God, never false,

True and upright is He..

5 ®Children unworthy of Him—
"That crooked, perverse generation-—
Their baseness has played Him false.
¢Do you thus requite the LORD,

O dull and witless people?

- Is not He the.Father who created you,
Fashioned you.and made. you endure!

’Remember the days of old,
_ Consider the years of ages past
. Ask your father, he will inform you,
~ Your elders, they will tcH you:

~ 8When the Most ngh gave namons their homcs '

And set the divisions of man,
 He fixed the boundancs of pcoples
. ‘In relamon 1o Israel’s humbcrs .
- 9For thc LORD s portion is HIS pcoplc
' Iacob Hls own allotmem

" 10He found h1m in a desert region,

-In an empty howling waste.

He engirded him, watched over him,
*Guarded him'as the pupil- of His eye'
HLike an eagle who rouses his nestlings,
Gliding down to his young,
-So did He spread His wmgs and take him,
Bear him along on His pinions;

12The LoRD alone did guldc hxm

No alien god at HlS 51de '

13He set hlm arop rhc hlghlands
To feast on the yield of the earth;
He fed him honey from the crag,
And oil from the flinty rock,
14Curd of kine and milk of flocks;

b Meaning of Heb. uncertain.
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With the bestc of lambs,

And rams and he-goats;

With the d-very finest-d wheat=-

And foaming grape-bloed was your drmk

1550 Jeshurun grew far and kicked— - .
You grew fat and gross and coarses—

He forsook the God who made hxm

And spurned the Rock of his | support.
16They incensed Him with alien things,
Vexed Him with abommatxons

17They sacrificed to demons, no- gods,
Gods they had never known,

New ones, who came but lately, o
fWho stirred not your fathers® fears. £
18You neglectcd the' Rock that begot you,
Forgot the God who brought you forth.

19The LORD saw and was; vexed

And spurned His sons. and HlS daughtcrs
20He said: o

I will hide My countenance from thcm,
And see how they fare in thc cnd

For they are a trcacherous breed
Children with no loyalty'in them.

2IThey incensed Me with no- gods .
Vexed Me with their furilitiesg .~
Pll incense them with ano-folk,” 7
Vex them with a nation of fools.

22For a fire has flared in My ; ‘wrath

And burned to the bottom of Shcol _

Has consumed the earth and its mcrcasc

Eaten down to the base of the hills,

23] will sweeps misfortunes on thcm, ;

Use up My arrows-on:them: .

24Wasting famine, ravaging plague,-

Deadly pestilence, and fanged beasts .

Will T let loose against them, .

With venomous creepers in dust..

< Lit. “fat.” L v B I

&d “kigney fat of” B R e o N

© Meaning of Heb. uncertain.

& Meaning of Heb. uncertain. Arabic sha ara suggem the rtmimng “Whom your fathm dzd
not know.” S

s Le., tdols.
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25The sword shall deal death without,

As shall the terror within,

To youth and maiden alike,

The suckling as. well as the.aged, .

26 h-T'might have reduced them to naught
Made their memory cease among men,
27But for fear of the taunts of the foe,
Their enemies who nﬁght"rhis]udgc

And say, “Our own hand has prevarlcd
None of this was wrought by the Lorp!”
28 iFor thcy are a folk void of sensc
Lacking in all discernment.

29Were they wise, they would think upon this,
Gain insight into their future:

30“How could one have routed a thousand
Or two put ten thousarid fo fhght

Unless their Rock had sold them,

‘The LORD had given them up?”-

#1For their rock is‘not:like our -Rock, : -
i"In our enemies’ ownk estimation.

32Ah! The vine for them is fromi Sodom
From the vineyards of Gomorrah

The grapes for them are poison, -

A bitter growth their clusters.

33Their wine is the venom of asps

The pitiless poison of vipers. =
Lo, I have it all put a T
Sealed up in My storefiouises,
35To be My vengcancc and recompense,
At the time that theif foot falters

Yea, their day of dlsastcr is ncar,

And destiny rushes upon thcm

36For the LORD will vindicate His. pcople
And take revenge for:! His setvants,

“ When He sees that their might is gone,.
And neither bond nor free is left. .
37He will say: Where are their gods,

wh Lit. I said, 1 will reduce . . .%; meaning of Heb. ‘aph’ehem uncertain.

i Here, apparently, Moses is the :pmktr, God resumes in v, 32.
1 Le., as cveryone must admi.

k.For Heb. pelilim see:Exod. 21.22; of. Gen. 48.11.

W Cf Isa. 1.24. Others “and repent Himself concerning.”

TorAH DEUTERONOMY 32.50

- Therock in whom they sought refuge,
38Who ate the fat of their offerings
Anid drank their-libation wine?
Let them rise up to your help,
And let them be a shield unto ‘you! -
398ee, then, that I, I am He;
There is no god beside Me.
Ideal death and give life;

. T wounded and T will- heal: -
None can deliver from My hand. -
40Lo, I raise My hand to heaven."
And say: As 1 live forever; - Lo
41When I whet My flashing-blade -
‘And My hand lays hold on judgment,
Vengeance will I wreak on My foes,’
Will I deal to those who reject Me..
42] will make My arrows drunk with blood<~ -
As My sword devours flesh— R
Blood of the slain and the captive -
From the long-haired enemy. chiefs.
430 nations, acclaim His péople! |
For He'll avenge. the blood of His servants,
Wreak vengeance on His foes, ..
And cleanse the land of His pcopfc m

4¢Moses came, together with Hosea son of Nun and reclted all the
words of this poem in the hcarmg of the peoplc

45And when Moses finished reciting all these words to all Tsrael, #he
said to them: Take to heart all the words with which I have warned you
this day. Enjoin them upon your children; that they may obsetve faithfully
all the rerms of this Teaching. 4’For this is not a trifling thingfor you: it
is your very life; through it you shall long'endure: on the land that you
are to possess upon crossing the Jordan.

48That very day the LORD spokc to Moses; 49Ascend these’ hexghts of
Abarim to Mount Nebo, which is in thc land of Moab facmg Jericho,
and view the land of Canaan, which I am giving the Israclites as their
holding. 5°You shall die on the mountain that you are about to ascend,
and. shall bc gathercd 10 your km s your brother Aaron dxcd on Mount

me Num 35 33 Mmmng of Heb unczrtum, Ugumu‘ udm‘ “tzur.v” suggzm the rmdenng
“And wipe away His people’s tears” CfIsa. 2 v v
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Whom You tested av-Massah, . -

Challenged at the waters of Meribah;

9Who said of his father and mother,

“] consider them not.” L

His brothers he disregarded, - )
Ignored his own children. -
Your precepts alone they observed,

And kept Your covenant, _

10They shall teach Your laws to Jacob

And Your instructions to Israel.

«They shall offer You iné;gise to savor¢

And whole-offerings on Your altar. .

NBless, O LORD, his substance, '

And favor his underrakings.

Smite the loins of his foes;

Ler his enemies rise no more.

Hor and was gathered to his kin; 5ifor you both broke faith with Me
among the Israclite people, at the waters of Meribath-kadesh in the wil-
derness of Zin, by failing to uphold My sanctity: among the Israclite
people. 52You may view the land from a distance, but you shall not enter
it—the land that I am giving to the Israelite people.

12721 NRN

33 This is the blessing with which Moses, the man of God, bade the
Israelites farewell before he died. 2He said:

The LORD came from Sinai;

He shone upon them from Seir;

He appeared from Mount Paran, .

And approached from_Ribebot_h-kodgsh,*l

Lightning flashing at them from His right.b

3 <Lover, indeed, of the people, .

Their hallowed are all in Your hand.

They followed in Your steps,

Accepting Your pronouncements, = . .

4When Moses charged. us with the Teaching

As the heritage of the congregation of Jacob.

$Then He became King in Jeshurun,

When the heads of the people dssembled,

The tribes of Israel together.

120f Benjamin he said:
Beloved of the. LORD,
He rests securely beside. Him;
Ever does He protect him,
£As he rests between His shoulders.-f

13And of Joseph he said:

Blessed of the LORD be his land

- With the bounty of dews from heaven,
And of the deep that couches below;
14With the bounteous yield of the sun,
And the bounteous crop of the moons;
15With the best from the ancient mountains,
And the bounty of hills immemorial;
16With the bounty of earth and its fullness,
And the favor of the Presenceb in the Bush.
May these rest on the head of Joseph, -
On the crown of the elect of his brothers.
17Like a firstling ‘bull in his majesty,

®May Reuben live and not die,
Though few be his numbers.

7And this he said of Judah:
- Hear, O LORD the voice of Judah
- And restore him to his people.
d'Though his:own hands strive for him,d
Help him against his foes.

8And of Levi he said: }
Let Your Thummim dnd Urim
Be with Your faithful one,

e Lit. “They shall place incense in Your nostril” ‘ L

- “He dwells amid his slopes.” ) - o

;rTS;uI;‘O:I:elosaund two Izlmw manuscripts vead: “With the bounty gf beaven n_bavf’ (me'al
for'thittaly oft Gem:-49.25) - :

b Lit. “Dweller”; of. Exod. 3.1 ff.

« Cf. Meribath-kadesh, 32.5].

b Meaning of Heb: mimino “eshdath wscertain, perhaps a place name. -

< The meaning of vv. 3-8 is uncertain. An alternative rendering, with v. 3 apostrophizing Moses,
is: 3Then were,.O lover of the people, Al His worslipers in your care;IThey followed your lead,!
Accepted your preceprs./+Moses charged us with the TeachinglAs the heritage of the congregation
of Jacob.15Thus was be king in Jeshurun . . . .

d-d Better (vocalizing rab with pathah) “Make bis bands strong for him.” Cf. rabbeh, Judyg. 9.29.
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He has thorns like the horns of the wild-ox;
With them he gores the peoples,

The ends of the earth one and all.

Thesel are the myriads of Ephraim,

Thosei are the thousands of Manasseh.

18And of Zebulun he said:
Rejoice, O Zebulun, on'your journeys,
And Issachar, in your tents,
19They invite their kin to the mountain,
Where they offer sacrifices of siiccess.
For they draw from the riches of the sea
And the hidden hoards of the sand.

20And of Gad he said:
Blessed be He who enlarges Gad! .
Poised is he like a lion
To tear off arm and scalp.
21 k-He chose for himself the best,
For there is the portion of the revered chieftain,
Where the heads of the people come.
He executed the LorD’s ]udgments
And His decisions for Israel.-k

22And of Dan he said:
Dan is a lion’s whelp
That leaps forth from Bashan.

23And of Naphtali he said: ‘
O Naphtali, sated with favor
And full of the LORD’s blessing,
Take possession on the ‘west and south

24And of Asher he said: s :
Most blessed of sons be Asher;
May he be the favorite of his brothers,
May he dip his foot in oil.
25 IMay your doorbolts be iron and copper,.
And your security last all your days.

i Le., the one horn.

i le., the other how. .
o kMeunmg of Heb. uncertain; of w. 3—5 (wzth note c) nbave, and. saphun tsteemed” in pwt-

biblscal Heb.
! Meaning of Heb. uncertain.

" TORAH : DEUTERONOMY - 34.9

260 Jeshtutrun, there is none like God,;-
-Riding through the heavens to: hclp you
i~ Through:-the skies in-His majesty.
.27 IThe ancient God is a refuge,
A support are the:arms everlasting.
He drove out the enemy before you
‘By His'comimand: Destroyl
28Thus Israel dwells in safety,
Untroubled is Jacob’s abode,m
In a land of grain and wine,
Under heavens dripping dew.
290 happy Israell Who is like you,
A people delivered by the LORD,
Your protecting Shield, your Sword triumphant!
Your enemies shall come cringing before you,
And you shall tread on their backs.

34 Moses went up from the steppes of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the
summir of Pisgah, opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole
land: Gilead as far as Dan; 2all Naphtali; the land of Ephraim and Ma-
nasseh; the whole land of Judah as far as the Western? Sea; 3the Negeb;

and the Plain—the Valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as.

Zoar. 4And the LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, ‘I will assign it to your offspring.” I have let
you see it with your own eyes, but you shall not cross there.”

580 Moses the servant of the LORD died there; in the land of Moab,
at the command of the LORD. ¢He buried him in the valley in the land
of Moab, near Beth-peor; and no one knows his burial place to this day.
’Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died; his eyes were
undimmed and his vigor unabated. 8And the Israelites bewailed Moses in
the steppes of Moab for thirty days.

The period of wailing and mourning for Moses came to an end. 9Now
Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses
had laid his hands upon him; and the Israelites heeded him, doing as the
LoRD had commanded Moses.

m Others “fountain.”

s Le., Mediterranean; of. note at 11.24.

333

=




—
ToRAH "DEUTERONOMY 34.10

1oNever again did there arise in Israel a prophet like Moses—whom the
LoRrD singled our, face to face, !lfor the various signs and portents that
the LORD sent him to display in the land of Egypt, against Phdraoh and
all his courtiers and his whole country, 12and for all the great might and
awesome power that Moses displayed before all Tsrael.
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NEVIIM

THE PROPHETS

PN P PN

JOSHUA yem
JUDGES nwoiw
I1SAMUEL X Sxmw
II SAMUEL a5xmw
I KINGS xnombn

II KINGS a2pmbn
ISAIAH myw»
JEREMIAH mma
EZEKIEL  bxpmm

The Twelve Minor Prophets
HOSEA yuwin
JOEL Hxn
AMOS omy
OBADIAH ™12y
JONAH T
MICAH © oA
NAHUM o

HABAKKUK  pipan
ZEPHANIAH DY
HAGGAI nm
ZECHARIAH Mt
MALACHI KON
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