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Fascicle 20

1 took one Draught of Life —

A train went through a burial gate,
The Morning after Wo -

Departed - to the Judgment -

I think the Hemlock likes to stand

Dare you see a soul at the “White Heat?”
To hear an Oriole sing

I reason, Earth is short -

To put this World down, like a Bundle -
Although I put away his life -
Over and over, like a Tune -

One need not be a Chamber - to be Haunted -
Like Some Old fashioned Miracle —
The Soul selects her own Society ~

How sick — to wait — in any place — but thine -
Mine - by the Right of the White Election!
She lay as if at play

Heaven is so far of the Mind
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Fascicle 20

Missing Leaf
)
( i
1
|
I took one Draught of Life - 1725
I'll tell you what I paid —
Formula 2°: 1-52, 10 leaves (I, missing). Precisely an existence —
Contents 18 poems. The market price, they said.

Description  About 1862. Embossed ¢. & T. within a decorated vertical
oval, the paper is laid, cream, and blue-ruled. This stationery . _
appears in Fascicles 18-23 and 28 (one leaf). They weighed m.e, Dus.t by]?ust

The missing first leaf to H 62 contained “I took one They balanced Film with Film,
Draught of Life” (1725), listed in the 1891 Todd index, and Then handed me my Being’s worth —
up to the equivalent of six additional quatrains. For other
poems on this leal not o be listed in the index they would
have to have been published in the first or second series,
overlooked in indexing (very unlikely), or deliberately sup-
pressed (also unlikely, because the leaf was intact for the
1891 indexing and, apparently, for later publication). Two
poems published in the first or second series now have no
manuscript: “A train went through a burial gate” (1761)
and “My country need not change her gown” (1511). Edi-
torial materials from 1891 indicate that, although Mabel
Todd then knew of manuscripts for both poems, she con-
sidered only “A train went through a burial gate” to be from
the fascicles. It was probably from this one. The sequence
of poems on the missing leaf is not known. Compare Fascicles
14 and 39.

Todd 13.

A single Dram of Heaven!
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Fascicle 20
H 62

1761 A train went through a burial gate,
A bird broke forth and sang,
And trilled, and quivered, and shook his throat
Till all the churchyard rang;

And then adjusted his little notes,
And bowed and sang again.
Doubtless, he thought it meet of him
To say good-by to men.
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Fascicle 20
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Fascicle 21

I - Years had been - from Home -
You'll find - it when you try to die —

1 see thee better — in the Dark —
Could -1 do more — for Thee -
It would have starved a Gnat -
They shut me up in Prose -

This was a Poet ~ It is That

In falling Timbers buried ~

1 died for Beauty — but was scarce
Dreams - are well — but Waking's better,

The Outer — from the Inner
At last - to be identified -
The Malay — took the Pearl -
Love — thou art high -

(completion of poem 453)

Our journey had advanced -
I rose — because He sank —
It was given to me by the Gods ~

(completion of poem 454)
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FASCICLE 17

(A 85-Ir), upper left: Todd 85 (blue pencil).

(A 85-2r), line 6, MTB: rare above ED’s word to make it clear.

(A 85-2v), line 3, MTB: Dower above ED’s word to make it clear.
(A 85-3v), at bottom, MTB: gulphing.

(A 85—4r), upper right: illegible erasure.

(A 85-5v), lower right, in pencil: ED canceled two alternates.

(A 85-6r1), upper right: illegible erasure.

(A 85-7Tr), in second stanza, in pencil: ED marked both *Flesh”
and “my” with a cross and, with corresponding crosses, wrote
“Knees” and “two” as their respective alternates.

(A 85-9r), below first stanza, MTB: er. This was a clarification
for “possibler.”

(A 85-9r), above third stanza, MTB: jarred above ED’s word to
make it clear.

(A 85~12v), at top: Todd x (blue pencil).

FASCICLE 18

Regarding the constitution of this fascicle, see EED (1967), pp.
55-56, proposing H 23-24 to have been part of Todd 27, and HLB
(1979), p. 847, rejecting the proposal.

(H 23,r), upper left: Todd 6 (blue pencil).

(H 23,1), upper left, erased, MDB: 8 here.

(H 25,1), upper right, Houghton Library note?: 6.4.

(H 25,r), in first stanza: MLT canceled “Crooked” in favor of ED’s
alternate.

(H 25,r), upper left, erased, MLT: Copy.

(FI 26,1), at top, erased: x.

(H 26,r), upper left, erased, MLT?: [Read ].

(H 381,r), upper left, MDB: p - 126.

(H 381,r), between first two stanzas, SHD: The Swings!

(H 381,v), between poems, in red pencil, Houghton Library note?:
X1V 8.

(H 27,r), upper left, erased, MLT: Copy.

(H 27,r), upper right, erased, MDB: No.

FASCICLE 19

Regarding the constitution of this fascicle, see EED (1967), pp.
55-56, and the revision in HLB (1979), pp. 342-348.

(H 144,1), upper left: Todd 27 (blue pencil).

(H 144,1), upper left, erased: o.
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(H 144,r), upper right, erased, MDB: No.

(H 144,r1), at top, erased: o.

(H 144,r1), at top, erased, MDB: No.

(H 145;r), upper left, erased: o.

(H 145,1), at top, erased, MDB: No.

(H 145,r), upper left, erased: o.

(H 146,1), upper left: illegible erasure.

(H 147): This leaf has been folded in thirds as if for mailing.

(H 148,v), at right of second poem, MDB: Do.

(H 148,r), in first stanza, in pencil: ED canceled “myself” and
wrote “me” above it. Then she marked “Convinced” with a cross
and, with a corresponding cross, expanded the “me” she had
written to “Convicted me — of me —.” Three versions of the line
are evident, including the initial one in ink.

(H 148,r), in the third stanza, in pencil: ED marked “we” with a
cross and, with a corresponding cross, wrote “I"” for an alternate.
In the same line she added a “d” to “suppose.”

(H 148,v), in second manuscript line, in pencil: ED marked “‘us”
with a cross and, with a corresponding cross, wrote “me” for an
alternate.

(A 80-7): This leaf has been folded in thirds and was addressed
on the verso to someone whose name has been heavily erased. It
is discussed in HLB (1979), p. 345.

(A 80-7v), at top: Todd x (blue pencil). Each of the bound fas-
cicles in MLT’s possession in 1891 — those later in the Amherst
College Library collection — received a blue-penciled x on its last
verso as part of her indexing activities. At that time this leaf was
the last manuscript in the fascicle in MLT’s possession num-
bered 80.

FASCICLE 20

(Missing Leaf): For the identification of “I took one Draught of
Life” as a poem on this leaf, see EED (1967), pp. 46-48. A tran-
script MLT made from the missing leaf supplies the text; the
holograph could have included alternate readings MLT did not
copy. The transcript is in the Amherst College Library, Tr 16.
Poems (1890) supplies the text of “A train went through a burial
gate.” The printed version could have been editorially altered,
and the holograph could have included alternate readings not
printed.

(H 66,v): There were at least two stages in ED’s recording of this
poem. The first row of alternate readings was initially written in
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pencil, as were the crosses in the corresponding places in the sec-
ond stanza. Later she traced over these alternates in ink, but the
crosses in the text for them she left in pencil. The alternate *“+
Bolts,” however, is in ink only, as is its cross in the text. Line 1
is also marked in ink for an alternate reading, but none is given.
(H 66,1), at top, erased: o and [xx].

(H 66,r1), at top, erased, SHD: 3.

(H 66,v), at top, erased: x.

FASCICLE 21

(H 181,r), upper left: Todd 34 (blue pencil).

(H 181,r), upper right: Todd corner mark (blue pencil).

(H 181,v), in top stanza: MLT canceled “shook” and above it
wrote quaked (now erased), ED’s alternate.

(H 181,v), in last stanza, final line, erased: MLT canceled “Stole"”
in favor of ED’s alternate “fled” below it. MLT canceled (now
erased) the remaining alternate readings.

(H 181,r), below second stanza, canceled, MDB: yes.

(H 182;r), in second stanza: MLT canceled “hunch” and above
it wrote kill (now erased), ED’s alternate.

(H 182,v), below first poem, erased: MLT canceled the alternate
reading.

(H 182r), in line 2, erased: MLT canceled “live” and wrote dine,
ED’s alternate, above it.

(H 183,v), in line 1, erased: MLT canceled “falling” and wrote
crashing, ED’s alternate, above it.

(X 183,v), in third stanza, erased: MLT canceled “Reward” and
wrote recompense, ED's alternate, above it.

(L 184,v), upper left, erased, MDB: No.

(H 186,1), at top, very light, SHD: 3.

(H 186,1), at bottom, erased: MLT canceled both alternate read-
ings.

(H 186,v), upper right, erased, MLT: Not Copy.

FASCICLE 22

(H 103,r), upper left: Todd 19 (blue pencil).

(H 103,r), upper right, MDB: 17 not printed.

(H 103,r), upper right: Todd corner mark (blue pencil).

(H 103,r), in first stanza, MDB: exist. This is one of ED’s alternate
readings for “express.”

(H 103,v), mid-page, MDB: companion. This is ED’s alternate
reading for “Phantasm.”
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(H 103.r), line 4, MDB: as. This is ED’s alternate reading for
“like.”

(H 106,1), at top: The x is in ink, not pencil.

FASCICLE 23

(H 165,1), upper left: Todd 31 (blue pencil).

(H 165,1), upper right, erased, SHD: Love.

(H 165,r), upper right: Todd corner mark (blue pencil).

(H 165,r), mid-page: MLT canceled “Coy” and above it wrote
shy (now erased), ED’s alternate.

(H 166,v), in second stanza: MLT canceled “plea” in favor of ED’s
alternate “face” below it.

(H 166,r), mid-page: MLT canceled the “en” of “men” and wrote
an below it.

(H 166,1), in final line: MLT canceled “making” and below it
wrote paying (now erased), ED’s alternate.

(H 166,v), in first stanza: MLT canceled ED’s alternate “Course.”
(H 166,v), below poem: MLT canceled ED’s alternate “firmer.”
(H 168,v), in final line: MLT canceled “stopped” and above it
wrote cared (now erased), ED's alternate.

(H 169,1), upper right, erased, MLT: Not Copy.

(H 169,r), in first stanza: MLT canceled ED’s alternate “joggle.”
(H 170,1), in first stanza, erased: MLT canceled “just.”

(H 170,r), mid-page: MLT canceled “Minor” and below it wrote
inner (now erased), ED’s alternate.

FASCICLE 24

Regarding the constitution of this fascicle, see EED (1967), pp.
40-46, and the revision in HLB (1980), pp. 245-257.

(H 155r), upper left: Todd 29 (blue pencil).

(H 155r), upper left: illegible erasure.

(H 155r), in bottom stanza, erased: MLT canceled “Joints” and
wrote seams, ED’s alternate, below it.

(H 155v), in first poem, erased: MLT canceled “Swans” and wrote
ghosts, ED’s alternate, next to it.

(Missing Leaf): For the identification of the poems on this leaf,
see EED (1967), pp. 46-47. The placement of “A Pit — but Heaven
over it” ahead of “A curious Cloud surprised the Sky” is dis-
cussed in HLB (1980). Transcripts made by Harriet Graves from
the missing leaf supply the texts; either holograph could have in-
cluded alternate readings Graves did not copy. The transcripts
are in the Amherst College Library, Tr 2a and Tr 1.
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