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p to her, which was very disgusting—This dream

achieved its purpose by an extremely simple device: it took

a fipure of speech literally and gave an exact representation

of its wording. ‘Monkey,” and animals’ names in general,

are used as invectives; and the situation in the dream meant
peither more nor less than ‘hurling invectives” In the
course of the present series of dreams we shall come upon
a.pumber of other instances of the use of this simple de-

vice during the dream-work. [1900.]

:Another dream adopted a very similar procedure. A

wornan had a child with a remarkably deformed skull, The

dreamer had heard that the child had grown like that owing

1o its position in the uterus. The doctor said that the skull

might be given a better shape by compression, but that that

would damage the child’s brain. She reflected that as he
was a bay it would do him less harm.—This dream con-
tained a plastic representation of the abstract concept of
timpressions on children’ which the dreamer had met with
in the course of the explanations given her during her

treatment. [1200.] .

- The dream-work adopted a slightly different method in

the following instance. The dream referred to an excursion

to the Hilmteich! near Graz. The weather outside was
fearful. There was a wretched hotel, water was dripping
from the walls of the room, the bedclothes were damp.

(The Iatter part of the dream was reported less directly

" than I have given it.) The meaning of ihe dream was

" *superfluous.” This abstract idea, which was present in the

- ‘dream-thoughts, was in the first instance given a somewhat

forced twist and put into some such form as ‘overflowing,’

‘flowing over’ or ‘fluid—after which it was represented in

' ‘a number of similar pictures: water outside, water on the
walls inside, water in the dampness of the bedclothes—

" everything flowing or ‘overflowing.’ [1900.]

" . We shall not be surprised to find that, for the purpose of
representation in dreams, the spelling of words is far less
important than their sound, especially when we bear in

. ‘'mind that the same rule holds good in rhyming verse. Rank

. (1910, 482) has recorded in detail, and analysed very fully,

- a girl's dream in which the dreamer described how she

.was walking through the fields and cutting off rich ears

[‘£hren’] of barley and wheat. A friend of her youth came

(F}

SOME EXAMPLES—CALCULATIONS AND SPEECHES
IN DREAMS!

Before assigning the fourth of the factors which govern
the formation of dreams to its proper place [cf. pp. 526
fi.], I propose to quote a number of examples from my
collection. These will serve partly to illustrate the interplay
between the three factors already known to us and partly:
to provide confirmatory evidence for what have hitherto
been unsupported assertions or to indicate some conclusions &
which inevitably follow from them. In giving an account:
of the dream-work, I have found very great difficulty in:
backing my findings by examples. Instances in support of
particular propositions carry conviction onlty if they are
treated in the context of the interpretation of a dream as:
a whole. If they are torn from their context they lose
their virtze, while, on the -other hand, a dream
interpretation which is carried even a little way below the
surface quickly becomes so voluminous as to make us lose
the thread of the train of thought which it was designed "
to illastrate, This technical difficulty must serve as my ex-
cuse if in what follows I string together all sorts of things,
whose only common bond is their connection with the
contents of the preceding sections of this chapter. [1900.]

T will begin by giving a few instances of peculiar or un-
usual modes of representation in dreams.

A lady had the following dream: 4 servant girl was
standing on a ladder as if she were cleaning a window,
and had a chimpaenzee with her and a gorilla-cat (the
dreamer afterwards corrected this to an angora cat}. She
hurled the animals at the dreamer; the chimpanzee cuddied

1[As in the case of Section B, a large part of the first half of the
present section was added to the work in its later editions. The date
of the first inclusion of each paragraph will accordingly be found
attached to it in square brackets. The second half of the secticn
{(from p. 449 onwards} dates from the first edition—Another col-
lection of examples of dream-analyses will be found in the
twelith of Freud's lntroductory Lectures (1916-17).]

[ 2[A stretch of water in the outskirts of the town.}
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towards ber, but she tried to avoid meeting him. The an
alysis showed that the dream was concerned with a kiss
an ‘honourable kiss’ ['Kuss in Ehren’ pronounced the same
as ‘dhren,’ literally, 'kiss in honour']'. In the dream itseli
the “4'hren,’ which had to be cut off, not pulled off, figured
as ears of corn, while, condensed with ‘Ehren,’ they stood
for a whole number of other [latent] thoughts. [1911.]

On the other hand, in other cases, the course of linguistic
evolution has made ihings very easy for dreams. Fo
language has a whole number of words at its command
which originally had a pictorial and concrete significance
but are used today in a colourless and “abstract sense. All
that the dream need do is to give these words their former,:
full meaning or to go back a little way to an earlier phase'
in their development. A man had a dream, for inmstance '
of his brother being in a Kastern [‘box’]. In the course of
interpretation the Kasten was replaced by a Schrank [‘cup-
board—also used abstractly for “barrier,’ ‘restriction’]. The :
dream-thought had been to the effect that his brother ough
to restrict himself [‘sich einschrinken’}—instead of the'
dreamer doing so.2 [1909.] '

‘Another man dreamt that he climbed {0 the top of
mountain which commapded a quite unusually extensive
view. Here he was identifying himself with a brother of
his who was the editor of a survey which deall with far
Eastern affairs, [1911.]

In Der Griine Heinrich 3 a dream is related in which a
mettlesome horse was tolling about in a beautiful field of
oats, each grain of which was ‘a sweet almond, a raisin and
a new penny piece , . . wrapped up together in red silk
and tied up with a bit of pig’s bristle” The author (or
dreamer) gives us -an- immediate interpretation of this
dream-picture: the horse felt agreeably tickled and called
out ‘Der Hafer sticht mich!’ [1914.]

According to Henzen [1890] dreams involving puns and
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1[The reference is to 3 German proverb: ‘Einen Kuss in Ehren kantt
niemand verwehrern' (“No one can refuse an honourabie kiss'). The
dreamer had In reality been given her first kiss as she was wallking
through & cornfield—a kiss among the ears of corn.]

2 {This instance and the next are also quoted (with somewhat differ-
ent comments) in respectively the seventh and eighth of Freud's
Introductory Lectures (1916-17).]

5 {Part IV, Chapter §, of Gottfried Keller's novel.]

¢ [Literally: “The cats are pricking me,” but with the idiomatic mean-

ing of ‘Prosperity has spoiled me.’}
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turns of speech occur particularly often in the old Norse
sagas, in which scarcely a dream is to be found which does
‘not contain an ambiguity or a play upon words. [1914.]

1t would be a work in itself to collect these modes of

Tepresentation and to classify them according to their un-
derlying principles. [1909.] Some of these representations
‘might almost be described as jokes, and they give one a
{feeling that one would never have understood them without
ithe dreamer’s help. [1911.]

(1) A man dreamt that ke was asked someone’s name,
but could not think of it. He himself explained that what

“this meant was that ‘he would never dream of such a thing.’
Ti91L.]

" (2)! A woman patient told me a dream in which all the
people were especially big. “That means,’ she went on, ‘that

“the dream must be to do with events in my early childhood,
“for at that time, of course, all grown-up people seemed to

me enormously big.’ [CE. p. 64 n.] She herself- did not ap-

pear in the content of this dream.—The fact of a dream

referring to childhood may also be expressed in another
way, namely by a transiation of time into space. The char-
acters and scenes are seen as though they were at a great

“distance, at the end of a long road, or as though they were

‘being looked at through the wrong end of a pair of opera-
glasses, [1911.]

(3) A man who in his working life tended to use ab-
stract and indefinite phraseoiogy, though he was gquite
sharp-witted in general, dreamt on one occasion that he
arrived af a railway starion just as a train was coming in.
What then happened was that the platform moved towards
the train, while the train stopped still—an absurd reversal
‘of what actually happens. This detail was no more than an
indication that we should expect to find another reversal

" “in the dream’s content. [Cf. p. 361.] The analysis of the

dream led to the patient’s recollecting some picture-books
in which there were illustrations of men standing on their
heads and walking on their bands. [1911.]

1[This and the two following examples were first published in & short
- paper, ‘Nachirige zur Traumdentung' {(Freud, 191la). See above,
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{4) Another time the same dreamer told me a shor
dream which was almost reminisceni of the technique of
a rebus. He dreamt that his uncle gave him a kiss in an
auiomobile. He went on at once to give me the interpreta:
tion, which I myself would never have guessed: namely,
that it meant auto-erotism. The content of this dream
might have been produced as a joke in waking lfe!
[1911.]

(5) A man dreamt that ke was pulling a woman ou}
from behind a bed. The meaning of this was that he wag
giving her preference.? (1914.)

(6) A man dreamt that e was an officer sitting at 4
table opposite the Emperor, This meant that he was puttin
himself in opposition to his father, [1514.]

(7) A man dreamt that fie was treating somecne for
broken limb. The analysis showed that the brokem bon
[*Knochenbruch'] stoed for a broken marriage ['Ehebruch,
propetly ‘adultery’l.? [1914.]

(8) The time of day in dreams very often stands for .

the age of the dreamer at some particular period in hi

‘chitdhood. Thus, in one dream, ‘2 guarter past five in the

morning’ meant the age of five years and three months,
which was significant, since that was the dreamer’s age at
the time of the birth of his younger brother, [1914.]

(9) Here is another method: of representing ages ina
dream. A woman dreamt that she was walking with two
fittle girls whose ages differed by fifteen months. She was
unable to recall any family of her acquaintance io whom

i"dute’ is the ordinary German word for ‘motor-car.’—This dream
is reported in slightly different teims jn Freud's Introductory
Lectures (1916-17), Lecture XV.]

2 [The point here is a purely verbal ome, depending on the similarity
of the German words for ‘pulling out’ (‘hervorzieher’) and ‘giving
preference to’ (‘vorzichen'). This dream is also quoted in Freud,
Introductory Lectures (1916-17), Lecture VIL Nos. 5, 6, 8 and 9
of the present set of examples were published first in Frend,
19134

3 [This example is also quoted in Freud's Introduciory Lectures
(1916-17), Lecture XI, where, in a footnote, 2 ‘symptomatic act’ is
reported, which confiriis this particular interpretation.]
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this applied. She herself put forward the interpretation that
‘the two children both represented herself and that the
ream was reminding her that the two traumatic events
iof her childhood were separated from each other by pre-
‘cisely that interval. One had occurred when she was three
d 2 half, the other when she was four and three-quarters.

{10) It is not surprising that a person undergoing psy-
cho-analytic treatment should often dream of it and be led
o give expression in his dreams to the many thoughts and

_expectations to which the treatment gives rise. The imagery

most frequently chosen to represent it is that of a journey,

“usualty by motor-car, as being a modern and complicated

vehicle. The speed of the car will then be used by the

_patient as an opportunity for giving vent to iromical com-

ments.—If ‘the unconscious,’ as an element in the subject’s
wakinp thoughts, has to be represented in a dream, it may

“be replaced very appropriately by subterranean regions.—

These, where they oceur without any reference fo analytic

treatment, stand for the female body or the womb.—Down

below’ in dreams often relates to the genitals, ‘up above,’

‘on the contrary, to the face, mouth or breast.—Wild beasts
“are as a rule employed by the dream-work to represent
- passionate impulses of which the dreamer is afraid, whether

they are his own or those of other people. (It then needs

“oaly a slight dispiacement for the wild beasts to come to
- represent the people who are possessed by these passions.
"'We have not far to go from here to cases in which 2
_‘dreaded father is represented by a beast of prey or a dog

or wild horse—a form of representation recailing totem-
jsm.)! It might be said that the wild beasts are used to

- tepresent the libido, a force dreaded by the cgo and com-

bated by means of repression. It often happens, too, that

" the dreamer separates off his neurosis, his ‘sick personality,’
‘from himself and depicts it as an independent person.
S [1818] -

(11) Here is an example recorded by Hanns Sachs
(1911): “We know from Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams
that the dream-work makes use of different methods for

_giving a sensory form to words or phrases. If, for instance,

2 [See Freud, Totem and Taboe (1912-13), Chapter 1V, Section 3.}
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the expression that is to be represented is an ambiguo
one, the dream-work may exploit the fact by using the
ambiguity as a swiich-point: where one of the meanin
of the word is present in the dream-thoughts the other on

can be infroduced inte the manifest dream. This was the
case in the following short dream in which ingenious use

was made for representational purposes of appropriate im

pressions of the previous day. I was suffering from a cold:
on the “dream-day,” and I had therefore decided in the,

evening thai, if I possibly could, I would avoid getfing o

of bed during the night. I seemed in the dream merely to-
be-continuing what I had been doing during the day. I had
been engaged in sticking press-cuttings into an album and:

had done my best to put each oné in the place where i
belonged. ¥ dreami that J was trying to paste a cutting inio
the album. But it wouldw't go on to the page (“er gelt
nicht auf die Seite”}, which caused me much pain. 1 woke
up and became aware that the pain ip the dream persisted
in the form of a pain in my inside, and I was compelled to
abandon the decision I had made before going to bed. My
dream, in its capacity of guardian of my sleep, had given
me the iflusion of a fulfilment of my wish to stop in bed,
by means of a plastic representation of the ambiguous
phrase “er geht nicht auf die Seite” [“he isn’t going to the
lavatory™].’ [1914.} :

We can go so far as to say that the dream-work makes
use, for the purpose of giving a visual representation of
the dream-thoughts, of any methods within its reach,
whether waking criticism regards them as legitimate or
illegitimate, This lays the dream-work open to doubt and
derision on the part of everyone who has only heard of
dream-interpretation bui never practised it. Stekel's book,
Die Sprache des Trawmes (1911}, is particularly rich in
examples of this kind. T have, however, avoided quoting in-

gtaﬂces from it, on account of the author’s lack of critical :
judgement and of the arbitrariness of his techaique, which :

give rise to doubts even in unprejudiced minds. [Cf. p.
385.] [1919.] .

(12) [1914.] The following examples are taken from .
& paper by V. Tausk (1914) on the use of clothes and :
colours in drearning. :
(@) A. dreamt of seeing a former governess of his ina |
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dress of black lusire [‘Liister] which fitted very tight
across her buttocks.—This was explained as meaning that
the governess was lustful [‘iisters’].

(b} C. dreamt of seeing a girl on the
was bathed in white light and was wearing a white blouse.
—The dreamer had had intimate relations with & Miss
White for the first time on this road. _
.. (¢} Frau D. dreamt of seeing the eighty-year-old Vien-
nese actor Blasel lving on @ sofa in full armour [‘in voller
Riistung’). He began jumping over tables and chairs, drew
a-dagger, looked at himself in the looking-glass and bran-
dished the dagger in the air as though he was fighting an
imaginary enemy.—Interpretation: The dreamer suffered
from a long-standing affection of the bladder [*Blase’].
She lay on a sofa for her analysis; when she looked at
herself in a looking-glass, she thought _privately. that in
spite of her age and illness she still looked hale and
bearty [iistig’].

{13 [1919.] A ‘GREAT ACHIEVEMENT IN A DREAM,

/A man dreamt that ke was @ preghant woman lying in

bed. He found the situation very disagreeable. He called
out: ‘Pd rather be . .. (during the analysis, after calling

" to mind a nurse, he completed the sentence with the words

‘breaking stones’). Behind the bed there was hanging a
map, the bottom edge of which was kept stretched by @
strip of wood. He tore the strip of wood down by catching
hold of its two ends, It did not break across but split into
two halves lengthways. This action relieved him and at
the same time helped on delivery.,

- Without any assistance he> interpreted tearing down
the strip [‘Leiste’] as a great achievement [‘Leistung].

He was escaping from his uncomfortable situation {in
the treatment) by tearing himself out of his feminine
attitude. . . . The absurd detail of the strip of wood not
simply breaking but splitting lengthways was explained
thus: the dreamer recalled that this combination of
doubling and destroying was an allusion to castration,
Dreams very often represent castration by the presence
of two penis symbols as the deflant expression of an
antithetical wish [cf. p. 392]. Incidentally, the ‘Leiste’
[‘groin’] is a part of the body in the neighbourhood of
the genitals. The dreamer summed up the interpretation
of the dream as meaning that he had got the better of the
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threat of castration which had led to his adopting
feminine attitude,? :

(14) [18192.] In an analysis which I was conducting In
French a dream came up for interpretation in which
appeared as an elesphant. I naturally asked the dreame
why I was represented in that form. ‘Vous me frompe.
[‘vou are deceiving me’] was his reply {'trompe’
“runk’}.

The dream-work can often succeed in representing ve:
refractory material, such as proper names, by & far-fetche

use of out-of-the-way associafions. In one of my dreams

old Briicke® had set me the task of making a dissectio
v o « I fished something out thai looked like a piece o

crumpled silver-paper. (I shall return to this dream later

[see pp. 489 f£.1.) The association to this {at which I ar

rived with some difficulty) was ‘stanniol.™ I ther perceived
that I was thinking of the name of Stannius, the anthor

of a dissertation on the nervous system of fish, which

had greatly admired in my youth. The first scientific task:
which my teacher [Briickei set me was in fact concerned
with the nervous system of a fish, Ammocoetes [Freud,

I [This example was first published as a separate paper (19i4e}. In

reprinting It here, Frend omitted a passage, which occurred:

originally afier the words ‘by tearing himself out of his feminine

aititude.’ The omitied passage (which has never been reprinted)”

deals with Silberer’s ‘funciional phenomenon,’ discussed below, on
pp. 541 £. It ran as follows: ‘Mo objection can be made to this
inferpretation of the patient's; but I would not describe it as
“functional” simply because his dream-thoughts related to his
attitude in the treatment. Thoughts of that kind serve as “material”
for the construction of dreams like anything else. It is hard (o
see why the thoughts of & person under analysis should not be con-
cerned with hkis behaviour during treatment. [Cf. also p. 248, n. 3.]
The distinction between “material”’ and “functional” phenomena
in Silberer’s sense is of significance only where—as was the case
in Silberer’s well-known self-observations as he was falling asleep
[see pp. 379 fl.]—there is an alternarive beiween the subject’s atten-
tion being directed either to some piece of thought-content present

in his mind or to his own actual psychical state, and not where that

state itself constitutes the conteni of his thoughts.’ Freud also re.
marked in parenthesis that in any case the ‘absurd detail of the strip
of wood mot simply breaking but splitting lengthways’ could not be
‘functional.’]

2 [8ee footnote, p. 520.]

3 [8itver-paper = tin-foil; stanniol Is a derivative of tiz (stanaiizm).]
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877al. It was clearly impossible to make use of the name
{ this fish in a picture puzzle. [13001.

At this point I cannot Tesist recording a very peculiar
dream, which zlso deserves to be noticed as having l?een
dreamt by a child, and which can easily be explained

nalytically. ‘I remember having often dreamt when [ was
a-child,’ said a lady, ‘that God wore a paper cocked-hat on

_his head. T used very often to have a hat of that sort put
‘on my head at meals, to prevent my being able to 100]_{ at
_{he other- children’s plates, to see how big their helpings

were. As T had heard that God was omuiscier_m, the mean-
ing of the dream was that 1 knew  everything—even in

spite of the hat that had been put on my head.™ [1909.]

" The nature of the dream-work? and the way in which
“it plays about with its material, the dream-.thoughts, are
instructively shown when we come fo consider numbers
“and calculations that occur in dreams. Moreover, numjbers
in dreams-are regarded superstitiously as being especially
‘significant in regard to the future.® I shall therefore select
"g few instances of this kind from my collection.

I

Extract from a dream dreamt by 2 lady shortly before

" her treatment came to an end: She was going lo pay for
" gomething. Her doughter took 3 florins and 65‘ kreuzers
* from her (the mother's) purse. The dreamer said to her:

“What are you doing? It only costs 21 kreuzers’# Qwin_g
to my knowledge of the dreamer’s circumstances, this bit

- 2[This dream is also discussed in Frend, Iatroductory Lectures

{1916-17), Lecture VIL] . .
*{The remainder of the present section (F);,_wnh the excsption of
Example IV on p. 453, appeared in the original edition ('1900).}
3 [This point is discussed by Frend in Chapter X]I‘('T) of his _Psycho-
- pathology of Everyday Life {19010} and in Section II of his paper
on “The Uncanny' (1915h).}

" 4[The old Austrian currency i forins and kreuzers was not replaced

‘until after the first publication of this book. 1 florin (= 100
kreuzers) was at that tme approximately equivalent to an Bnglish
1s. 10d. or an American 40 cenis. Accordingly, of the sums men-
foned in this dream and the next, 3 i 65 would have been sbout
6s. or $1,25; 21 kr. about 4d. or 7% cents; 1 £ 50 about 25 6d.
or 624 cents; and 150 4. about £12 105, or $62.50.])




450 VI, THE DREAM-WORK

of dream was intelligible to me without any further ex-
planation on her part. The lady came from abroad and
ber daughter was at school in Vienna. She was in a posis

tion to carry on her treatment with me as long as her
daughter remained in Vienna. The girl’s school year was
due to end in three weeks and this also meant the end of
thg lady’s treatment, The day before the dream, the head-
mistress had asked her whether she would not consider.
leaving her daughter at school for another year. From
this ‘suggestion she had evidently gone on to reflect that
in that case she might also continue her treatment. This
was what the dream referred to. One year is equal to 365
days. The three weeks which remained both of the school-
yvear and of the treatment were equivalemt to 21 days
(though the hours of treatment would be less than this).

The numbers, which in the dream-thoughts referred to °

periods of time, were attached in the dream itself to sums
of money—not but what there was a deeper meaning in-
volved, for ‘time is money.’ 365 kreuzers only amount to
3 florips and 65 kreuzers; and the smallness of the sums
thlat occurred in the dream was obviously the result of
wish-fulfilment. The dreamer’s wisk reduced the cost both
of the treatment and of the year’s school-fees.

I

The numbers which occurred in another dream involved .
more complicated circumstances. A lady who, though she |

was still young, had been married for a number of years,
received news that an acquaintance of hers, Elise 1., who
was almost exactly her contemporary, had just become
engaged. Thereupon she had the following dream. She
was at the theatre with her husband. One side of the stalls
was completely empty, Her husband told her thar Elise L.
and her flancé had wanted to go too; but had only been
able to get bad seats—three for 1 florin 50 kreuzers '—and

of course they could not take those. She thought it would |

not really have done any harm if they had.

What was the origin of the 1 florin 50 kreuzers? It
came from what was in fact an indifferent event of the
previous day. Her sister-in-law bad been given a presenmt

1jSee previous footnote.]
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“of 150 florins by her husband and had been in a huwry
‘to get rid of them by buying a plece of jewellery. It

to be noticed that 150 florins is a hundred tiroes as

‘much as I florin 50 kreuzers. Where did the three come

from which was the number of the theatre fickets? The

‘only connection here was that her newly-engaged friend
‘was the same number of months—three—ber junior.

The solution of the dream was arrived at with the dis-
overy of the meaning of the empty stalls. They were an
unmodified allusion to a small incident which had given

‘her husband a good excuse for teasing her. She had
“planned to go to one of the plays that had been announced
“for the coming week and had taken the irouble to buy
“‘tickets several days ahead, and had therefore bad to pay

a booking fee. When they got to the theatre they found

‘that one side of the house was almost empty. There had

been no reed for her to be in such a hurry.
\- Let me now put the dream-thoughts in place of the

. dream. ‘It was gbsurd to marry so early. There was ne

need for me to be in such a hurry. I see from Elise L5

example that I should have got a husband in the end.
-Indeed, I should have got ome @ hundred times better’ (a

tregsure) ‘if I had only waited’ (in antithesis to her sister-
in-law’s Aurry). My money’ {or dowry) ‘could bave bought

. three men just as good.’
- Tt will be observed that the meaning and contezt of the
numbers have been altered to a far greater extent in this
" dream than in the former one. The processes of maodifica-

tion and distortion have gone further here; and this is to
be explained by the dream-thoughts in this case having

' to overcome a specially high degree of endopsychic re-

sistance before they couid obtain representation. MNor

. should we overlook the fact that there was an element

of absurdity in the dream, namely the three seats being
taken by #fwo people. I will aniicipate my discussion of
absurdity in dreams [pp. 461 f£.] by pointing out that this .

" absurd detail in the content of the dream was intended to

represent the most stromgly emphasized of the dream-
thoughts, viz., ‘it was absurd to marry so early’ The ab-
surdity which had to find a place in the dream was
ingeniously supplied by the number 3, which was itself

. derived from a quite immaterial point of distinction be-

tween the two people under comparison—ihe 3 months’
difference between their ages. The reduction of the actual
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15(_) florins to 1 florin 50 corresponded to the low valy
assigned by the dreamer to her husband (or treasure), in
her suppressed thoughis.!

The next example exhibits the methods of calculation
employe-d by dreams, which have brought them into so
much disrepute. A man had a dream that he was settled
in a chair at the B.'s—a family with which he had been
fan‘_;erIy acquainted—and said to them: It was a great
mistake your not letting me have Mali’—‘How old are
you? he then went on to ask the girl—I was born in
188:?.,’ she replied —'Oh, so yow're 28, then. '

_Smce the dream dates from 1898 this was evidently a
miscalculation, and the dreamer’s inability to do sums
would deserve to be compared with that of a general
paralytic unless it could be explained in some other way.

My patient was one of those people who, whenever they *

_happep to caich sight of a woman, cannot let her alone
in their thoughts. The patient who for some months used
regularly to come pext after him in my - consulting room,

and whom he thus ran into, was a young lady; he used

constantly to make enquiries about her and was most

anxious o create a good impression with her. It was she |
whose age he estimated at 28 years. So much by way :
of exp.laa_ation of the result of the ostensible calculation. |
1882, incidentally, was the year in which the dreamer had

married.— may add' that he was unable to resist entering
afo conversation with the two other members of the

female sex whom he came across in my house—the two

maids (neither of them by any means youthful), one or
other of whom used to open the door to him; he explained

their lack of response as being due to their regarding him,

as an elderly gentleman of settied habits,

*{This dream is more elaboratel i poi
. y analysed at wvarious points in
Freud’s Imroduc{ory Lectures (131617}, particularly at tlife end of
i..ecture VII]and in t;vo places in Lecture XTIV, It and the preceding
ream are also recorded in Section VII of Freud's work ©
(1501a), Standard Ed., 5, 669.] " Dreams
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“~Here is another dream dealing with figures, which is
‘characterized by the clarity of the manner in which it was

determined, or rather, overdetermined. I owe both the
dream and its interpretation to D, B. Dattner. ‘The land-
ford of my block of flats, who is a police-constable, dreamt
that ke was on street duty. (This was a wish-fulfilment.}

“An inspector came up ito him, who had the number 22
- followed by 62 or 26, on his collar, At any rale there were
several twos on it

“The mere fact that in reporting the dream the dreamer

‘broke up the number 2262 showed that its components had

separate meanings. He recalled that the day before there

"had been some talk at the police station about the men’s
length of service. The occasion for it was an inspector
- who had retired on his pension at the age of 62. The
- dreamer had only served for 22 years, and it would be 2

years and 2 months before he would be eligible for a 50

“per cent pension. The dream represented in the first place

the fulfilment of a long-cherished wish of the dreamer’s
{0 reach the rank of inspector. The superior officer with
#9962 on his collar was the dreamer himself., He was on
street duty—another favourite wish of his—he had served
his remaining 2 years and 2 months "and now, like the
62-year-old inspector, he could retire on a full pension.’?

When we take together these and some other examples
‘which I shall give later [pp. 483 ff.], we may safely say

' that the dream-work does not in fact carry out any calcula-

‘tions at all, whether correctly or incorrectly; it merely
throws into the form of a calculation numbers which are
present in the dream-thoughts and can serve as allusions
“to matter that cannot be represented in any other way.
In this respect the dream-work is treating numbers as a
medium for the expression of its purpose in precisely

1[This example was added in 1911.] - .

*[Footnote added 1914:1 For analyses of other dreams containing
numbers, see Jung [1911], Marcinowski {19125] and others. These
often imply very complicated operaticns with numbers, which have
been carried out by the dreamer with astonishing accuracy. See alse

Jomes (1%912a).
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the same way as it treats any other idea, including proper
names and speeches that occur recognizably as verbal
presentations. [See mext paragraph but one.]

For the dream-work capnot actually create speeches.
[See above, pp. 216 f. and 339.] However much speeches
and conversations, whether reasonable or unreasonable
in themselves, may figure in dreams, analysis invariably:
proves that all that the dream has done is to extract from:
the dream-thoughts fragments of speeches which have
really been made or heard. It deals with these fragments.
in the most arbitrary fashion. Not only does it drag them
out of their context and cut them in pieces, incorporating
some portions and rejecting others, but it often puts them
together in 2 new order, so that a speech which appears
in the dream to be a connected whole turns out in analysis
to be composed of three or four detached fragments. In
producing this new version, a dream will often abandon
the meaning that the words originally had in the dream-
thoughts and give them a fresh ome.l If we look closely

* [Footnote added 1909:] in this respect neuroses behave exactly like
dreams. I know a patient one of whose symptoms is that, in-
voluntarily and against her will, she hears—i.e. hallucinates—songs
or fragments of songs, without being able to understand what part
they play in her mental Iife. (Incidentally, she is certainly not
paranoiac.) Analysis has shown that, by allowing herself a certain
amount of licence, she puls the text of these songs to false uses.
For instance in the lines from [Agathe's aria in Weber's Freischitz]
‘Leise, leise, Fromme Woeisel’ [literally, ‘Softly, softly, devout
melody'] the last word was taken by her unconscious as though it
was spelt ‘Waise’ [== ‘orphan,’ thus making the lines read ‘Softly,
softly, pious orphan,’] the orphan being herself. Again ‘@ du selige,
o du fréhliche' ['Oh thou blesséd and happy . . .} is the opening
of a Christrnas carol; by not continuing the quotation to the word
‘Christmastide’ she turned it into a bridal sonz.—The same
mechanism of distortion can also operate. in the occurrence of an
idea wnaccompanied by hallucination. Why was it that one of my
patients was pestered by the recollection of a poem that he had
had tw learn in his youth: ‘Néckilich am Busento lispeln . .
['By night on the Busento whispering . . .'}? Because his imagina-
tion went no further than the first part of this quotation: ‘Néchrlich
am Busen,” ['By night on the bosom.’}

We are fumiliar with the fact that this same technical trick is

used by parodists. Inciuded in a series of ‘Ilustrations to the Ger-

man Classics’ published in Fliegende Blitter [the well-known comic
paper] was one which illustrated Schiller’s ‘Siegesfest, with the
following quotation attached to it:

-Und des frisch erkiimpften Weibes
Freut sich der Atrid und strickt .. .
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into a speech that occurs in a dream, we shall find that
it consists on the one hand of relatively clear and compact
portions and on the other hand of portions which serve
s connecting matter and have probably been filled in at

- later stage, just as, in reading, we fill in any letters or

syllables that may have been accidentally omitted. Thus

-speeches in dreams have a structure similar to that of
“breccia, in which largish blocks of various kinds of stone
-are cemented together by a binding medinm. [Cf. p. 486.]

-Stricily speaking, this description applies only to such

speeches in dreams as possess something of the sensory
quality of speech, and which are described by the dreamer

himself as being speeches. Other sorts of speeches, which
are not, as it were, felt by him as having been heard or

-spoken (that is, which have no acoustic or motor accom-
_paniments in the dream), are merely thoughts such as
“oceur in our waking thought-activity and are offen carried

over unmodified into our dreams. Another copious source

-of undifferentiated speeches of this kind, though one which
“ 1t is difficult to follow up, seems to be provided by material

that has been read. But whatever stands out markedly in

" .dreams as a speech can be traced back to real speeches
..which have been spoken or heard by the dreamer.

_..- Instances showing that speeches in dreams have this
_origin have already been given by me in the course of

analysing dreams which I have quoted for quite other
purposes, Thus, in the ‘innocent’ market dream reported
.on p. 216, the spoken words ‘that’s not obtamab_ie any
Tonger’ served to identify me with the butcher, while one
portion of the other speech, ‘T don’t recognize that; I won't
take it was actually responsible for making the dream_an
‘innocent’ one. The dreamer, it will be remembered, having
had some suggestion made to her on the previous day by
her cook, had replied with the words: ‘I dom't vecognize
that; behave yourself properlyl’ The innocent-sounding

~" [Fhe congu'ring son of Atreus sirjs
At his fair captive’s side and knits. . . .J

. Here the quotation broke off. In the original the lines continue:

.. . Um den Reiz des schénen Leibes
Seine Arme hochbegliickt.

{. . . His joyful and triumphant arms
About ker body’s lovely charms.]
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first part of this speech was taken into the dream by way
of allusion to its second part, which fitted excellently into
the phantasy underlying the dream, but wouid at the same
time have betrayed it. '

Here is another example, which will serve instead of
many, all of them leading to the same conclusion, :

The dreamer was in a big courtyard in which some dead
bodies were being burnt, ‘Umr off, he said, ‘I can't bear
the sight of it (This was not definitely a speech.) He thzn
met two butcher’s boys. ‘Well," he asked, ‘did it taste nice?
‘No,” one of them answered, ‘not a bit nice’—as though it
had been human flesh.

The innocent occasion of the dream was as follows.
The dreamer and his wife had paid a visit after supper
to their neighbours, who were excellent people but not
precisely appetizing. The hospitable old lady was just hav-

ing her supper and had tried to force him (there is a

phrase with a sexual sense used jokingly among men to
renfier this idea 1) to taste some of it. He had declined,
saying he had no. appetite left: ‘Get along!’ she had re-

plied, ‘you can manage it,’ or words to that effect. He had |

therefor_e been obliged to taste it and had complimented
her on it, saying: ‘That was very nice.” When he was once
more alone with his wife he had grumbled at his neigh-

bour's insistence and also at the quality of the food. The !

thought, ‘I can’t bear the sight of it,” which in the dream

too failed to emerge as 2 speech in the sirict sense, was *
an alllufeion to the physical charms of the lady from which ;
the invitation had come, and it must be taken as meaning

that he had no desire to Iook at them.

More instruction can be derived from another dream, :
which I shall report in this connection on account of the :

-very distinct speech which formed iits ceptre-point, al-

though I shall have to put off explaining it fully tili ¥ come |

to discuss aflect in dreams [pp. 497 f1.]. I had a very clear
dream. ! had gone to Briicke's laboratory ar night, and,
in response to a gentle knock on the door, I opened it to
(the late} Professor Fleischi?2 who came in with a number

1 ["Notziichtiger,' ‘to force sexually,’ ‘to rape,” is so used in place of -

‘nétigen, ‘to force’ (in the ordinary sense).]

?{See foctnote on p. 520 for an expianation of the persons con-
cerned.]
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of strangers and, after exchanging a few words, sat down
af . his table. This was followed by a second dream. My
friend Fl. [Fliess] had come to Vienna unobtrusively in
July. I met him in the street in conversation with my
(deceased) friend P., and went with them to some place.
here they sat opposite each other as though they were
‘ar a small table. [ sat in front at its narrow end. Fl, spoke
gbout his sister and said that in three quarters of an hour
he was dead, and added some such words as 'that was

the threshold.! As P. failed to understand kim! FI. turned
.to me and asked me how much I had told P. about his
-affairs. Whereupon, overcome by strange emotions, I tried

o explain to FI. that P. (could not understand anything
at dil, of course, because he) was not alive, But what I
aciually said—and I myself noticed the mistake—was,

IZ‘NON Vviit.' [ then gave P. a piercing look. Under my
.paze he turned pale; his form grew indistinct and his eyes
@ sickly blue—and finally he melted away. I was highly

elighted at this and I now realized that Erast Fleischl,

too, had been mo more than an apparition, a ‘revenant’
* [‘ghost'—literally, ‘one who returns’}; and i seemed to

me quite possible that people of that kind only existed as
long as one liked and could be got rid of if someone else

. wished it, .

. This fine specimen includes many of the characteristics
of dreams—the fact that 1 exercised my critical faculties
during the dream and myself noticed my mistake when I
said ‘WNon vixit' instead of ‘Nor vivie' [that is, ‘he did not
live’ instead of ‘he is mot alive’], my unconcerned dealings
with people who were dead and were recognized as being
dead in the dream itself, the absurdity of my final inference
and the great satisfaction it gave me. This dream exhibits
so many of these puzzling features, indeed, that I would
give a great deal to be able to present the complete solu-~

~tion of its conundrums. But in point of fact T am incapable
-of doing so—of doing, that is to say, what I did in the

dream, of sacrificing to my ambition people whom [ great-
1y value. Any concealment, however, would destroy what
I know very well to be the dream’s meaning; and I shali

- therefore content myself, both here and in a later context

[pp. 518 fi.], with selecting only a few of its elements for
interpretation.

1[ This detail is analysed below on p. 351.]
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The central feature of the dream was a scene in- whic
1 annihilated P. with a look. His eyes changed to a strang

and uncanny blue and he melted away, This scene was

unmaistakably copied from one which I had actually ex
perienced. At the time I have in mind I had been a

demonstrator at the Physiological Imstitute and was due
to start work early in the morning, It came to Briicke's

ears that 1 sometimes reached the students’ laboratory late

One morning he turned up purctually at the hour of;
opening and awaited my arrival, His words were brief and;
to the point, But it was mot they that mattered. What
overwhelmed me were the terrible blue eyes with which,
he looked at me and by which I was reduced to nothing—
just as P. was in the dream, where, to my relief, the roles:

were reversed. No one who can remember the great man's
eyes, which retained their striking beauty even in his old
age, and who has ever seen him in anger, will find it
difficult to picture the young sinner’s emotions.

it was a long time, however, before I succeeded in
tracing the origin of the ‘Non vixif with which I passed
judgement in the dream. But at last it occurred to me
that these two words possessed their high degree of clarity
in the dream, not as words heard or spoken, but as words
seent. I then knew at once where they came from. On the
pedestal of the Kaiser Josef Memorial in the Hofburg
[Imperial Palace] in Vienna the following impressive
words are inscribed:

Saluti patriae vixit
non diu sed totus.?

I extracted from this inscription just enough to fit in with
a hostile train of ideas among the dream-thoughts, just
enough to imply that ‘this fellow has no say in the matter
—he isn’t even alive.’ And this reminded me that I had
the dream only a few days after the unveiling of the

i [‘For the well-being of his country he lived not long but wholly.']—
Foornote added 1925:] The actual wording of the imsciiption isi

Salnii publcae vixit
non din sed totus,

The reason for my mistake in putting ‘patrice’ for ‘publicas’ has
probably been tightly guessed by Witiels [1924, 86; Engl. trans
(1924}, 100 1] :
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“memorial to Fleischl in the cloisters of the University.!
“At that time I had seen the Briicke memorial once again

nd must have reflected (umconsciously} with regret on
the -fact that the premature death of my brilliant friend
P., whose whole life had been devoted to science, had
tobbed him of a well-merited claim to a memorial in these

“same precinets. Accordingly, I gave him this memorial in
“my dream; and, incidentally, as I remembered, his first

name was Josef.?

By the rules of dream-interpretation I was even now not
entitled to pass from the Non vixit derived from my rec-
ollection of the Kaiser Josef Memorial to the Non vixit

“required by the sense of the dream-thoughts. There must

have heen some other clement in the dream-thoughts
which would help to make the transition possible. It then
struck me as noticeable that in the scene in the dream
fhere was a convergence of a hostile and an affectionate

current of feeling towards my friend P., the former being

on the surface and the latter concealed, but bath of them
being represented in the single phrase Non vixit. As he

~‘had deserved well of science I built him a memorial; but
-as he was guilty of an evil wish® (which was expressed
- at the end of the dream) annihilated him. I noticed that

this last sentence had a quite special cadence, and 1 must

“-have had some model in my mind. Where was an antithesis
“of this sort to be found, a juxtaposition like this of two
ppposite reactions towards a single person, both of them

clziming to be completely justified and yet not incom-
patible? Only in one passage in literature-—but a passage
which makes a profound impression on the reader: in
Brutus’s speech of self-justification in Shakespeare's Fulius
Caesar [ifi, 2], ‘As Caesar loved me, I weep for him; as

“"he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he was valiant, I

honour him; but, as he was ambitious, I slew him. Were
not the formal structure of these sentences and their
gntithetical meaning precisely the same as in the dreams-

~‘thought I had incovered? Thus I had been playing the

part of Brutus in the dream. If only I could find one other

" A[This ceremony took place on October 16, 1898] -

2] may add as an example of overdetermination that my excuse for
- grriving too late at the laboratory lay in the fact that after work-

ing far into the might I had in the morning to cover the long dis-
. tance between the Kaiser Josef Strasse and the Wiahringer Strasse.

:'2 [This detail is further explained below, cn p. 522.
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piece of evidence in the content of the dream to confirm
this surprising collateral connecting link! A possible one
occurred to me. ‘My friend Fi. came to Vienna in July!
There was no basis in reality for this detail of the dream.
So far as I knew, my friend Fi. had never been in Vienna
in July. But the month of July was named after Julius
Caesar and might therefore very well represent the allusion
I wanted to the intermediate thought of my playing the
part of Brutus.! .
Strange to say, I really did once play the part of Brutus,
I once acted in the scene between Brutus and Caesar from
Schiller? before an audience of children. I was fourteen
years old at the time and was acting with a nephew who
was a year my senior. He had come to us on a visit from
England; and he, too, was a revenant, for it was the play.
mate of my earliest vears who had returned in him. Until
the end of my third year we had been inseparable. We

had Joved each other and fought with each otber; and this .
childhood relationship, as I have already hinted above -
[pp. 230 f. and 2653], had a determining influence on alf .
my subsequent relations with contemporaries. Since that

time my nephew John hag had many re-incarnations which

revived now ome side and now another of his personality,

unalterably fixed as it was in my unconscious memory

There must have been times when he treated me very:
badly and I must have shown courage in the face of my :

tyrant; for in my later years I have often been told of a

short speech made by me in my own defence when my

father, who was at the same time John's grandfather, had
said to me accusingly: ‘Why are vou hitting John?' My
reply—I was not yet two years old -at the time—was ‘[
hit him cos he hit me.” It must have been this scene from
my childhood which diverted ‘Nor vivie' into ‘Non vixit)]
for in the language of later childhood the word for to hit
is ‘wichsew’ [pronounced like the English ‘vixen'l. The
dream-work is not ashamed to make use of links such as
this one. There was little basis in reality for my hostility
to my friend P., who was very greatly my superior and for
that reason was well fitted to appear as a new edition of
my early playmate. This hostility must therefore certainly

1 There was the further connection between ‘Caesar’ and Kaiser.”
2[This is in fagt a lyric in dialogus form recited by Karl Moor in
Act IV, Scene 5, of the earlier version of Schiller’s play Die
Riuber.]
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“have gone back to my complicated childhood relations to

John. [See further pp. 520 f.1*
As I have said, I shall return to this dream later.

(&)

ABSURD DREAMS—INTELLECTUAL ACTIVITY IN

DREAMS 3

In the course of our dream-interpretations we have so

-often come across the element of absurdity that we cannot
“postpone any longer the moment of investigating its source

and significance, if it has any. For it will be remembered

that the absurdity of dreams has provided those who deny

the value of dreams with one of their principal arguments
in favour of regarding them as the meaningless product
of a reduced and fragmentary mental activity [see pp. 88

S iqh

I shall begin by giving a few examples in which the
‘absurdity is only an apparent one and disappears as soon
as the meaning of the dream is more closely examined.

"-Here are two or three dreams which deal (by chance, as

it may seem at first sight) with the dreamer’s dead father.

i

This is the dream of a patient who had lost his father
six vears earlier, His father had mer with a grave calamity.
“He had been wavelling by the night train, which had been

- derailed. The carriage seals .were forced together and his
" head was compressed from side to side. The dreamer then
“saw him lying in bed with a wound over his left evebrow

8 [Freud discusses his relations with his nephew John in a letter to
Fliess of October 3, 1897, (Freud, 1950a, Letter 70.) A further,
somewhat disguised account of an early episode, in which John and
bis younger sister Pauline (referred to below on p. 324) figured, is
no doubt to be seen in the latter part of Freud's paper on ‘Screen
Memories' (1899a)—The subject of speeches in dreams is 2iso
mentioned on pp. 217, 339, 348 and 502.]

oo [Hencefarward, until the end of the book, it is to be assumed once

more that the whole of the matter appeared in the first (1900)
edition, except for passages to which a later date is specifically
assigned.]
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which ran in a vertical direction. He was surprised at hiy :

father's having met with a calamity (since he was alreqdy
dead, as he added in telling e the dream). How clear his
eyes werel

According to the ruling theory of dreams we should
have to explain the content of this dream as follows. To
begin with, we should suppose, while the dreamer was
imagining the accident, he must have forgotien that his
father had been in his grave for several vears; but, as the
dream proceeded, the recollection must have emerged,
and led to his astonishrnent at his own dream while he
was Still asleep. Analysis teaches us, however, that it is
eminently useless to look for explanations of this kind,
The dreamer had commissioned 4 bust of his father from
& sculptor and had seen it for the first time two days
before the dream. Ft was this that he had thought of as a
calamity. The sculptor had never seen his father and had
worked from photographs. On the day immediately before
the dream the dreamer, in his filial piety, had sent an old
family servant to the studio to see whether he would form
the same opinion of the marble head, namely, that it was
too marrow from side to side at the temples. He now
proceeded to recall from his memory the material which
had gone to the copstruction of the dream. Whenever his
father was tormented by business worries or family difi-
culties, he had been in the habit of pressing his hands io
the sides of his forehead, as though he felt that his head
was too wide and wanied to compress it—When the
patient was four years old he had been present when a
pistol, which had been accidentaily loaded, had been dig-
charged and had blackened his father’s eyes, (‘How clear
his eyes werel’)—At the spot on his forehead at which
the dream located his father’s injury, a deep furrow
showed during his lifetime whenever he was thoughtful or
sad. The fact that this furrow was replaced in the dream
by a wound led back to the second exciting cause of the
dream. The dreamer had taken a photograph of his Iittle
danghter. The plate had slipped through his fingers, and
when he picked it up showed a crack which ran perpen-
dicularly down the little girl's forehead as far as her eye=
brow. He could not help feeling superstitious about this,
since a few days before his mother’s death he had broken
a photographic plate with her portrait og it.

The absurdity of this dream was thus no more than the
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esult of a piece of carelessness in verbal expression which
ailed to distinguish the bust and the photograph from the

“actzal person. We might any of us say [looking at a

picture]: ‘There’s something wrong w@th father, don’t,
you think? The appearance of absurdity in the dream
could ‘easily have been avoided; and if we were io ]que
from this single example, we should be mcl;ned to Fh[nk
that the apparent absurdity had been permitted or even
designed,

i

Here is another, almost exactly similar, example from

"a dreamn of my own. (I lost my father in 1896.) Afrer his
“death my father played a political part among the Mggyars
“and brought them together politically. Here I saw a small

and indistinct picture: a crowd of men as though they

-were in the Reichstag; someone standing ot one or two

i 4 ] d how
chairs, with other people round him. I remembere
like Garibaldi he had looked on his death-bed, and felt

. glad that that promise had come !rue.

What could be more absurd than this? It was dreamt
at a time at which the Hungariaps had been driven by

*parliamentary obstruction into a state of lawlessness and

were plunged into the crisis from which they were rescued

* by Koloman Széll.l The trivial detail of the scene in the.
. dream appearing in pictures of such a smali size was not
| without relevance to its interpretation. Qur dream-thoughts

are usually represented in visual pictures _which appear to
be more or less life-size. The picture which I saw in my

.' dream, however, was a reproduction of a woodcut inserted

in an illustrated history of Austria, which showed Maria

Theresa at the Reichstag [Diet] of Press_bur,% in. the farr}-
ous episode of ‘Moriamur pro rege NOSIFO. Like Marta

3{An acufe political erisis in Hungary in 1898-9 hat}llbeen solved by
the formation of a coalition government under Széll] . o

#FWe will die for our king!” The response of the I-Iu;'xgar_lan1 _&% es
to Maria Theresa’s plea for support, after her accession 1bn h’ in
the War of the Austrian Succession.]—I cannot remem :lli W e;ﬁ
I read an account of a dream which was filled with unusuf ;i STIL
figures, and the source of which turned_out to be one o a;c_;uas
Callot's etchings seen by the dreamer during the day. These etc mlgz
do in fact contain a large number of very small i,igures. One serie
of them depicts the horrors of the Thirty Years’ War.
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‘Theresa in the picture, so my father stood in the dr
surroundled by the crowd. But he was standing on on:af::
two chairs [‘chaic’ = ‘Siuhl’], He had brought them fo-
gethey, E:Ild was thus a presiding judge [‘Stuhlrichter;
Iiterally ‘chair-judge’]. (A connecting link was provided
by the common [German] phrase ‘we shall need no judge.’)
—Those of us who were standing round had in fact re-
marked how like Garibaldi my father looked on his death-
bed. He had had a post mortem rise of temperature, his
checks had been flushed more and more deeply red. ,. .
As I recalled this, my thoughts involuntarily ran on: :

Und hinter ihm in wesenlosem Scheine
Lag, was uns alle biindigt, das Gemeinel

’I'J:xe‘se elevated thoughts prepared the way [in the
analyszs] f01: the appearance of something that was com-
mon U'gemein’] in another sense. My father's post mortem
rise c:fltemperature corresponded io the words ‘after his
death’ in the dream. His most severe suffering had been
caugsed by a complete paralysis (obstruction} of the in-
testines during his last weeks. Disrespectful thoughts of
all. kinds followed from this. One of my contemporaries
who lost his father while he was still at his secondary
school—on that oceasion [ myself had been deeply moved
and had offered to be his friend—once told me scornfully

of how one of his female relatives had had a painful

experience, Her father had fallen dead in the street and
%Jad been brought home; when his body was undressed
it was found that at the moment of death, or post mortem,
he had passed a stool [‘Stuhl]. His daunghter had been so

unhappy about this that she could not prevent this ugly

detail from disturbing her memory of her father. Here
we have reached the wish that was embodied in this
dream. ‘To stand before one’s children’s eyes, after one’s
death, great and unsullied—who would not desire this?
What has become of the absurdity of the dream? Its ap-
parent absurdity is due only to the fact that it gave a
literal picture of a figure of speech which is itself perfectly

1{These Ymnes are -from the Epilogue to Schillers” ‘Li

, ; ed

ﬁlocke written b): Goethe a few months after his friend";oﬁefg;
¢ speaks of Schiller’s spirit moving forward into the eternity of.

truth, goodness and b‘eauty, while ‘behind him, a shadowy illusion

lay what holds us all in bondage—the things that are CORBILICH, "] ’
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ggitimate and in which we habituaily overlogk any ab-
surdity involved in the contradiction between its parts.
In this instance, oncg again, it is impossible to escape an
imptression that the apparent absurdity is intentional and
has been deliberately produced.!

The frequency with which dead people appear in dreams?®
and act and associate with us as though they were alive
has caused unnecessary surprise and has produced some
remarkable explanations which throw our lack -of under-
standing of dreams into strong relief. Yet the explanation
of these dreams is a very obvious one. It often happens
that we find ourselves thinking: ‘If my father were alive,
what would he say to this?” Dreams are unable to express
an “if* of this kind except by representing the person com=
cerned as present in some particular situation. Thus, for

-instance, a young man who had been lefi a large legacy

by his grandfather, dreamt, at a time when he was feeling
‘self-reproaches for having spent 2 considerable sum of
money, that his grandfather was alive again and calling him
to account. And when, from our better knowledge, we
protest that after all the person in question is dead, what
we look upon as a criticism of the dream is in reality
either a consoling thought that the dead person has not
Yived to witness the event, or & feeling of satisfaction that

“he can no longer interfere in it

There is another kind of absurdity, which occurs in
dreams of dead relatives but which does not express
ridicule and derision.? Ii indicates an extreme degree of
repudiation, and so makes it possible to represent a re-
pressed thought which the dreamer would prefer fo re-
gard as utterly unthinkable. It seems impossible to elucidate
dreams of this kind unless one bears in mind the fact
that dreams do not differentiate between what is wished

1 {This dream is further discnssed on pp. 484 £}

t[This paragraph was added as a footnote in 1902 and included im
the text in 1930.1

B {This paragraph was added as a footnote in 1911 and included in

" the text in 1930. The frst sentence of the paragraph implies that
Frend has already explained absurdity in dreains as being due io
the presence of ‘ridicule and derision’ in the dream-thoughts,
Actually he has not yet done so, and this conclusion is only ex-
plicitly stated in the paragraph below (om p. 481) in which he
sums up his theory of absurd dreams. It scems possible that the
present paragraph, in its original footnote form, may by some over-
sight have been introduced here instead of at the later point.]
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and what is real. For instance, a man who had nursed his:

father during his last illness and had been deeply grieved

by his death, had the following senseless dream some time

afterwards. His father was alive once more and was talkin
to him in his usual way, bur (the remarkable thing wa

that) he had really died, only he did not know it This

dream only becomes intelligible if, after the words ‘but h
had really died’ we insert ‘in consequence of the dfeamer’
wish,” and if we explain that what ‘he did not know' wa:
that the dreamer had had this wish, While he was nursing

his father he had repeatedly wished his father were dead: .

that is to say, he had had what was actually a merciful

thought that death might put an end to his sufferings.
Dring his mourning, after his father’s death, even this'

sympathetic wish became a subject of unconscious self

reproach, as though by means of it he had really helped

to shorten the sick man’s life. A stirring up of the dream-
er's earliest infantile impulses against his father made it
possible for this self-reproach to find expression as a
dream; but the fact that the instigator of the dream and
the daytime thoughts were such worlds apart was precisely
what necessitated the dream’s absurdity.l

It is true that dreams of dead people whom the dreamer
has loved raise difficult problems in dream-interpretation
and that these cannot always be satisfactorily solved. The
reason for this is to be found in the particularly strongly
marked emotional ambivalence which dominates the dream-
er’s relation to the dead person. It very commonly happens
that in dreams of this kind the dead person is treated to
begin with as though he were alive, that he then suddenly
turns out to be dead and that in a subsequent part of the
dream he is alive once more. This has a confusing effect.
It eventually occurred to me that this alternation between
death and life is intended to represent indifference on the
part of the dreamer. (‘It’s all the same to me whether he’s
alive or dead.’} This indifference is, of course, not real
but merely desired; it is intended to heip the dreamer to
repudiate his very intense and often contradictory emo-
tional attitudes and it thus becomes a dream-representation

* [Footnote 1911:] Cf. my paper on the two principles of mental func-
tioning (19115) [at the end of which this same dream is discussed.—
A very similar dream is analysed as No. 3 in the twelfth of Freud's
Intreductory Lectures (1916-17),—The next paragraph was added
as a footnote in 1919 and included in the text in 1936.]
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“5f his ambivalence—Tn other dreams in which the dream-

- associates with dead people, the following role often

: i i i tion in
helps to give us our bearings. If there is no men

-thep dream of the fact that the d.?ad man is deac_l, the
“dreamer is equating himself with him: he is dreaming of

his own death. If, in the course of the dream, the dreamer

“suddenly says to himself in astonishment, ‘why, he died

? is iati i tion and is
ever so long ago,’ he is Tepudiating this equa
denying that the dream signifies his own death.'—But I

-willingly confess to a feeling that dream-interpretation is

far from having revealed all the secrets of dreams of this

i gharacter. :

il

In the e-xample which I shall next bring forward 1 have

been zble to catch the dream-work in the very act of in=

tentionally fabricating an absurdity for which there was
absolutely no occasion in the materr:al. It' is taken from
the dream which arose from my meeting with Count Thun

as I was starting for my holidays. [See pp. 241 ] I was

driving in a cab and ordered the driver 10 drive me to &

statlon. ‘OF course | can’t drive with you along the railway

ine itself; I said, after he had raised some objection, as
if;u;; If had overtired him. It was as if I had alreaﬁy
driven with him for some of the distance one normaly
travels by train. The analysis produced the foliowing e‘x-
planations of this confused and senseless story. The day
before, I had hired a cab io take me to an out-of-.the-way
street in Drornbach.? The driver, however, had not known
where the street was and, as these excellent people are apt

“to do, had driven on end on until at last I had noticed

what was happening and had told him the right way,

“edding a few sarcastic comments. A train of thought, to

which I was later in the analysis to returnm, _led from 'EhIIS
" cab~driver to aristocrats. For the moment il Was me{eby
the passing motion that what strikes us bourgeois pteks
about the aristocracy is the preference they have for tak-

| ing the driver’s seat. Count Thun, indeed, was the driver

of the State Coach of Awvstria. The nexi zentence in the

2[This point was first made in Frend (1913£).]
¢[On the putskiris of Vienna.]
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dream, however, referred to my brother, whom I was thug.
identifying with the cab-driver. That year I had called
off a trip I was going to make with him to Italy. (‘F cen't:

drive with you along the railway line ifself’) And thig
cancellation had been a kind of punishment for the com-
plaints he vsed to make that I was in the habit of ove
tiring him on such trips (this appeared in the dream
upaftered) by insisting upon moving too rapidly fro

place to place and seeing too many beautiful things in a
single day. On the evening of the dream my brother had:
accompanied me to the station; but he had jumped out
shortly before we got there, at the suburban railway station!

adjoining - the main line terminus, in order to travel to
Purkersdorf* by the suburban line. I bad remarked to him
that he might have stayed with me a little longer by
travelling to Purkersdorf by the main line instead of the
suburban one. This led to the passape in the dream in
which I drove in the cab for some of the distance one
normally travels by train. This was an inversion of what
had happened in reality—a kind of ‘¢ quogue’ argument,
What I had said to my brother was: ‘you can travel on
the main line in my company for the distance you would
travel by the suburban line.’ I brought about the whole
confusion in the dream by putting ‘cab’ instead of ‘subur-
ban line’ (which, incidentally, was of great help in bringing
together the figures of the cab-driver and my brother).
In this way I succeeded in producing something senseless
in the dream, which it seems scarcely possible to disen-
tangle and which was almost a direct contradiction of an
earlier remark of mine in the dream (‘I can't drive with

“you along the railway line itself'). Since, however, there |

was no necessity whatever for me to confuse the suburban
railway and a cab, I must have arranged the whole of this
enigmatic business in the dream on purpose.

But for what purpose? We are now to discover the
significance of absurdity in dreams and the motives which
lead to its being admitted or even created. The solution of
the mystery in the present dream was as follows. It was
necessary for me that there should be something absurd
and unintelligible in this dream in connection with the

1 [Seven or eight miles outside Vienna,]
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ord ‘fehren’d because the dream-thoughts inqluded a
particular judgement which called for representation. One
evening, while I was at the house of the hospitable and

itty lady who appeared as the ‘housekeeper’” in one of
the other scenes in the same dream, I had heard two
riddles which I had been unable to solve. Since they were
familiar to the test of the company, 1 cut a rather ludicrous

. fipure in my vain attempts to find the answers, They de-

pended upon puns on the words ‘Nachkommen’ and ‘Vor-
johren’ and, I believe, ran as follows:

Der Herr befichlt’s,
Der Kuischer tut’s,
Ein jeder hat’s,

Im Grabe ruht’s,

[With the master’s request
The driver complies:

By all men possessed

In the graveyard it lies.]

(Answer: ‘Vorfahrer’ ['Drive up’ and ‘Ancestry’; more
" literally ‘go in front’ and ‘predecessors’l.} _
" It was particularly confusing that the first half of the
_second riddle was identical with that of the first:

Der Herr befiehit’s,
Der Kutscher tut’s.
Nicht jeder hat’s,

In der Wiege ruht’s.

[With the master’s request
The driver complies:

Not by all men possessed
In the cradle if lies.]

{ Answer: ‘Wachkommen' ['Follow after’ and ‘Progeny’;
Im'ore literally ‘come after’ and ‘successors_’}.) )
" When I saw Count Thun drive up s0 impressively and

1[The Germar word Yahren,! which h.as ‘a]:eady been used 1?61;
peatedly in the dream and the apaiysm, is used for thedEug 1':1
“drive’ (in a cab) and ‘ravel (in a t(a]l.n) and has haS {Oal &
tranglated by both of those words i different contexts. See¢ also

p. 243 n}
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when I thereupon fell into the mood of Figaro, with his
re;:larks on the goodness of great pentlemen in baving
taken .the trouble to be born (to become progeny), these
twolrlddles were adopted by the dream-work as’ inter:
m'edlate'thoughts. Since aristocrats could easily be confused
with drivers and since there was a time in our part o
t‘he world when a driver was spoken of as ‘Schwager
[*coachman’ and ‘brother-in-law’], the work of condensatgi'an
was able to introduce my brother into the same picture
'The dream-thought, however, which was operating behind

all this ran as follows: ‘It is absurd to be proud of one's:

ancestry; it is better to be an ancestor oneself.’ This judge

ment, that something ‘is absurd,” was what produced the

abs.ur.dity iq the dream. And this also clears up the re
maining enigma in this obscure region of the dream,
namely why it was that I thought T had already driven with
the driver before [vorhergefahren (‘driven before’)—vor-
gefahren (‘driven up’)—'Vorfahren’ (‘ancestry’)].

h_A df_eam is rnad'e absurd, then, if a judgement that some
thing ‘is absurd’ is among the elements included in the

dreanl-ti}oughisfthat is to say, if any one of the dreamer’s
uaconscious rains of thought has criticism or ridicule as
its motive. Absurdity is accordingly one of the methods |
by w}§1ch the dream-work represents a c:ontraciiction—-E
alongside such other methods as the reversal in the dream-

content of some material relation in the dream-thoughts
?pp: 361 f.], or the exploitation of the sensation of motor
%nh1b1tlon [pp. 372 £.]. Absurdity in a dream, however,
is not to be transiated by a simple ‘no’; it is intended to
rt?produce- the mocd of the dream-thoughts, which com-
bines derision or laughter with the contradiction. It is
only with such an aim in view that the dream-work pro-
duce.s anything ridiculous. Here once again it is giving a
marifest form to a portion of the latent content.k

1The dream:wcrk is thus parodying the thought that has been pre-
sented o it as somethingy ridiculous, by the method of creatin
something rlldwulous in connection with that thought, Heine adoptag
the same line when he wunted to ridicule some wretched verses

written by the King of Baveria i i i
it z ria. He did so in still more wrelched

Herr i'.udwig ist ein grosser Poetl,
Tind singt er, so stirzt Apollo
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“Actually we have already come across a convincing

example of an absurd dream with this kind of meaning:
the dream—I interpreted it without any analysis—of the

rformance of a Wagner opera which lasted ill a quarter
0.eight in the morning and in which the orchesira was
anducted from a tower, and so on (see pPp. 377 ). I

‘evidently meant to say: “This is & lfopsy-turvy world and a

razy society; the person who deserves something doesn’t
get it, and the person who doesn't care about something

“does get it—and there the dreamer was comparing her fate

‘with her cousim’s—Nor is it by any means a matter of
‘chance that our first examples of absurdity in dreams related
10 a dead father, In such cases, the conditions for creating
ebsurd dreams are found together in characteristic fashion.
The authority wielded by a father provekes criticism from
his children at an early age, and the severity of the de-
mands he makes upon them leads tbem, for their own
relief, to keep their eyes open 1o any weakness of their
father’s: but the filial piety called up in our minds by the
figure of a [father, particularly after his deaih, tightens

‘'the censorship which prohibits any such criticism from

being consciously expressed, -

v

Here is another absurd dream about 2 dead father.
I received a communication from the town council of my
“birthplace concerning the fees -due for someone's mairn-
tenance in the hospital in the year 1851, which had been
necessitated by an attack he had had in my house. I was
amused by this since, in the first place, { was not yet alive
in 1851 and, in the second place, my jather, to whom it
might have related, was already dead. I went to him in the
next room, where he wes lying on his bed, and told him
gbout it. To my surprise, he recoliected that in 1851 he
had once got drunk and had had to be locked up or

or ihm auf die Kniee und bittet und flelst,
“Hait ein! ich werde sonst toll, o’

[Sir Ludwig is a magnificent bard
And, as soon as he utters, Apollo
Goes down on his knees and begs him: “Hold hardl
O Tl shortly become & clod-poll oh!’
Lobgesinge auf Kénig Ludwig, 1]
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detgined. It was at a time at which he had been working

for the firm of T . ‘So you used to drink as well?”

asked; ‘did you get married soon after that? I calculated

that, of course, f was born in 1856, which seemed to be
the year which immediately followed the year in questio

We should conciude from the preceding discussion that

the insistence with which this dream exhibited its absur

ities could only be taken as indicaling the presence in the:

dream-thoughts of a particularly embittered and passionat
polemic. We shall therefore be all the more astonished t

observe that in this dream the polemic was carried on in

the open and that my father was the explicit object of the;

ridicule. Openness of this kind seems to contradict our;
assumptions as regards the working of the censorship in:
conmection with the dream-work. The position will becorme:

clearer, however, when it is realized that in this instance
my father was merely put forward as a show-figure, and

that the dispute was really being carried on with someone:
else, who only appeared in the dream in a single allusion.
Whereas normally a dream deals with rebellion against’

someone else, behind whom the dreamer’s father is coun-
cealed, the opposite was true here, My father was made
into 2 man of straw, in order to screen someone else; and
the dream was allowed to handle in this undisguised way
a figure who was as a rule treated as sacred, because at
the same time I knew with certainty that it was not he
who was really meant. That this was so was shown by the
exciting cause of the dream. For it occurred after ¥ had
heard that a senior colleague of mine, whose judgement
was regarded as beyond criticism, had given voice to dis-
approval and surprise at the fact that the psycho-analytic
treatment of one of my patients had already entered its
fifth year® The first sentences of the dream alluded under
a transparent disguise to the fact that for some time this
colleague had talken over the duties which my father could
no longer fulfil {fees due,’ ‘maintenance in the hospital’y,
and that, when our relations began to be less friendly, I
became involved in the same kind of emotional conflict
which, when a misunderstanding arises between a father
and son, is imevitably produced owing to the position

! [This was the patient frequently referred to in Freud's letters to
Fliess (Freud, 1950a) as 'E.” The present dream is referred to in
Letter 126 {December 21, 1899} and the very sutislactory termina-
tion of the treatment is anmounced in Letter 133 (Aprzil 16, 1900).]
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ccupied by the father and the assistance formerly given
v him. The dream-thoughts protested bitterly against the
teproach that I was not getting on faster—a ;epr_oach
which, applying first to my treatment of the patient, ex-
nded later to other things, Did he koow anyone, I
thought, who could get on more quickly? Was he not
ware that, apart from my methods of treatment, condi-

tions of that kind are altogether incurable and lz‘ist a liffe-
“time? What were four or five years in comparison with

-whole life-time, especially considering that the patient’s

.existence had beenm so very much eased during the treat-
~ment? ' o
A great part of the impression of absurdity in this

‘dream was brought about by running together semtences

“from different parts of the dream-thoughts without any

‘transition. Thus the sentence I went to him in the next
room,’ ete., dropped the subject with which the preceding
entences had been dealing 2nd correctly reproduced 'the
circumstances in which I informed my father of my having

"become engaged to be married without consulting him.

This sentence was therefore reminding me of the admir;_lble
unselfishness displayed by the old man on that occasion,
and contrasting it with the behaviour of someone else—

" of yet another person. It is to be observed that the dream

was zallowed to ridicule my father because in the dream-
thoughts he was held up in unqualified admiration as a

- model to other people. It lies in the very nature of every

censorship that of forbidden things it allows those which
‘are untrue to be said rather than those which are true.
"The next sentence, to the effect that he recollected ‘having
otice got drunk and been locked up for it was no longer

-‘concerned with anything that retated to my father in reality.
"Here the figure for whom he stood was no less a person
~th- a the great Meynert,! in whose footsteps I bad trodden

‘with such deep veneration and whose behaviour towards

gne, after a short period of favour, had turned to un-

disguised hostility. The dream reminded me that he him-
self had told me that at one time in s yoqth he h‘ad
indulged in the habit of making himself intoxicated with
_chloroform and that on account of it he ha.d had to go
into a kome. It also reminded me of another incident with

1[Theodor Meynert (1833-1892) had been Professer of Psychiatry
_at the Vienna University.]
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him shortly before his death. I had carried on an embittered
controversy with him in writing, on the subject of male
hystena, the existence of which he denied.! When I visited
him during his fatal illness and asked after his condition,
I}e spoke at some length about his state and ended Wit]:l
these words: “You know, I was always ome of the clear-
est_cpases. of male hysteria.’ He was thus admitting, to my
satisfaction and astonishment, what he had for so long
obstinately contested. But the reason why I was able in this
scene of t.he dream to use my father as a screen for Meyner
did not lie in any analogy that I had discovered between
the two figures. The scene was a concise bui entirely
adequate representation of a conditional sentence in the
dream-thoughts, which ran in full: “If cnly I had been the
second generation, the son of z professor or Hofrat, |
should certainly have got on faster. In the dream I m;de
my fa.ther into a Hofrat and professor.—The most blatant
and disturbing absurdity in the dream resides in its treat-
ment of the date 1851, which seemed to me not to differ
from 1856, just as though a difference of five years was
of no significance whatever. But this last was precisely
what the dream-thoughts sought tc express. Fouwr or five
years was the length of time during which I enjoyed the
support of the colleague whom I mentioned earlier in this
analysis; but it was also the leagth of time during which
I made my ﬁancée wait for our marriage; and it was also,
by a chance*coincidence which was cagerly exploited by
the dream-thoughts, the length of time during which I made
my patient of longest standing wait for a complete re-
covery. ‘What are five years? asked the dream-thoughts;
‘that's no fime ar all, so fer as Pm concerned; it doesn't
count. I have time enough in front of me. And just as I.
succeeded in the end in that, though you would not be-
lieve it, so T shall achieve this, too.” Apart from this, how-
¢ver, the number 51 by itself, without the number of the
century, was determined im another, and indeed, in an .
opposite sense; and this, too, is why it appeared in the :
drea_m several times. 51 is the age which seems to be a
particularly dangerous one to men; I have known colleagues .
who have died suddenly at that age, and amongst them -

i [This controversy is described in some detail in the first chapter of
Freud's durobiographical Study (19254).] ’
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ne who, after long delays, had been appointed to a pro-
fessorship only a few days before his death.!
k)

“Here is yet another absurd dream which plays abount
with numbers. One of my acquaintances, Herr M., had

“Been artacked in an essay with an unjustifiable degree of

viclence, as we all thought—by no less a person than
Goethe. Herr 8. was naturally crushed by the attack. He
omplained of ir bitterly to some company at table; his
eneration for Goethe had not been affected, however, by

this personal experience. I tried to throw a little light on

the chronological data, which seemed to me improbable.

Goethe died in 1832. Since his attack on Herr M. must

naturally have been made earlier than that, Herr M. rust
have been quite a young man at the time. [t seemed to be
a plausible notion that he was eighteen. I was not quite

“sure, however, what year we were actually in, so that my

whole calculation melted into obscurity. Incidentally, the
attack was contained in Goethe's well-known essay on
‘Nature.’ ‘

We shall quickly find means of justifying the nonsense
in this dream. Herr M., whom I had got to know among
some- company at table, had not long before asked me to

. examine his brother, who was showing signs of general

paralysis. The suspicion was correct; on the occasion of
this visit an awkward episode occurred, for in the course
of his conversation the patient for no accountable reason
gave his brother away by talking of his youthful follies.

"1 had asked the patient the year of his birth and made him

do several small sums so as to test the weakness of his

.'..memory—though, incidentally, he was still able fo meet

the tests quite well. I could already see that 1 myself
‘behaved like a paralytic in the dream. (f was not quite
sure what year we were in.) Another part of the material
of the dream was derived from another recent source. The

[This is no doubt a reference to Fliess's theory of periodicity.

51 = 28 - 23, the male and female periods respectively. Cf. Sec-
Yons T and TV of Kris's introduction to Freud's correspondence
with Fliess (Freud, 1950a). See also above, pp. 199 ff.—The fact
that the number 51 occurs several times is referred to on p. 551,
The analysis of the dream is continued below on pp. 486 i.]
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editor of a medical journal, with whom I was on friendly.
terms, had printed a highly unfavourable, a ‘crushing
criticism of my Berlin friend Fl's [Fliess’s] last book. The
criticism had been writien by a very youwthful reviewer
who possessed small judgement. I thought I had =z right
to intervens and took the editor to task over it. He ex-
pressed lively regret at having published the criticism
but would not undertake to offer any redress. I thereforg
severed my connection with the journal, but in my letter
of resignation expressed a hope that our personal relations
would not be affected by the event. The third source of the
dream was an account I had just heard from a woman
patient of her brother’s mental illness, and of how he
had broken out in-a frenzy with cries of ‘Nature! Nature!’
The doctors believed that his exclamation came from his
baving read Goethe’s striking essay on that subject and that
it showed he had been overworking at his studies in
natural philosophy. I myself preferred to think of the
sexual sense in which the word is used even by the less
educated people bere. This idea of mine was at least not
disproved by the fact that the unfortunate young man

subsequently mutilated his own genitals. He was eighteen;

at the time of his outbreak,

I may add that my friend’s book which had been so.

severely criticized (‘one wonders whether it is the author
or oneself who is crazy,” another reviewer had said) deali
with the chronological data of life and showed that the
length of Goethe's life was a multiple of a number [of
days] that has a significance in biology. So it is easy to
see that in the dream I was putting myself in my friend’s

place. (7 tried to throw a little light on the chronclogical’

data.) Bui T behaved like a paralytic, and the dream was
a mass of absurdities. Thus the dream-thoughts were saying

ironically: ‘Naturally, it's he [my friend F.] who is the
crazy fool, and it’s you [ihe ¢ritics] who are the men of:

genmius and know better. Surely it cant by any chance b

the reverse? There were plenty of examples of this reversal
in the dream. For instance, Goethe attacked the young:
man, which is absurd, whereas it is still easy for quite &

young man io atteck (Goethe, who is immortal. And
again, I caleulated from the year of Goethe's death, where

as I had made the paralytic calculate from the year of his:
birth. [See p. 362, where this dream has aiready been:

mentioned.]
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But I have also undertaken to show that no dream is

* prompted by motives other than egoistic ones. [See pp. 301

f£] So I must explain away the fact that in the present
dream I made my friend’s cause my own and put myself
inhis place. The strength of my critical conviction in

‘waking life is not enough to account for this. The story
“of the eighteen-year-old patient, however, and the different

nferpretations of his exclaiming ‘Naiure!’ were allusions
to the opposition in which I found myself to most doctors
on account of my belief in the sexual aetiology of the
psychoneuroses. I could say to myself: “The kind of
criticism that has been applied to your friend will be
applied to you—indeed, to some extent it already has been.’
The ‘he’ in the dream can therefore be replaced by ‘we’:

es, you'Te quite right, it’s we who are the fools.” There
was a very clear reminder in the dream that ‘mea res
agitur,’ in the allusion to Goethe’s short but exquisitely

“'written essay; for when at the end of my school-days I was

hesitating in my choice of a career, it was hearing that
essay read aloud at a public lecture that decided me to
take up the study of natural science.!

. Earlier in.this volume I undertook to show that another

dream in which my own ego did not appear was never-
theless egoistic. On p. 303 T reported a short dream 1o the
effect that Professor M. said: ‘My son, the Myops . .. )

- and I explained that the dream was only an introductory
"one, preliminary to another in which I did play a part.

‘Here is the missing mmain dream, which introduces an
sbsurd and unintelligible verbal form which requires an

explanation.

On account of certain events which had occurred in the

“city of Rome, it had become necessary 1o remove the
.children to safety, and this was done. The scene was then

in front of a gateway, double doors in the ancient style
“(the ‘Porta Romana’ at Siena, as I was aware during the

1 [This dream is further discussed on pp. 485 L it is also anatysed at
length, and with a few additional details, in Part VI of Freud’s
short study On Dreams (1901a), Standard Ed., 5, 662-—An English
translation of Goethe’s ‘Fragment aber die Natur' will be found
in Wittels, 1931, 31}
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dream itself). I was sitting on the edge of a fountain an
was greaily depressed and almost in tears. A female figur
—an attendant or nun—brought two boys out and hande
them over fo their father, who was not myself. The elde
of the two was clearly my eldest son; I did not see th
other one’s face. The woman who brought out the b
asked him fo kiss her good-bye. She was noticeable fo
having a red nose. The boy refused to kiss her, but, holdin
out his hand in farewell, said ‘Aur GESERES to her, an
then "AUF UNGESERES' fo the two of us (or to one of us)
I had a notion that this last phrase denoted a preference!

Fais dream was constructed on a tangle of thoughts.

provoked by a play which ¥ had seem, called Das neu
Ghetto [The New Gherto]. The Jewish problem, concern
apout the future of ome’s children, to whom one canno
give a country of their own, concern about educating them
in such a way that theyv can move freely across frontiers—

all of this was casily recognizable among the relevant

dream-thoughts.

‘By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept,” Siena
like Rome, is famous for its beauntiful fountains. If Rom
occuited in one of my dreams, it was necessary for m

- to find a substitute for it from some locality known to me

{see pp. 226 £.). Near the Poria Romana in Siena we had’
seen a large and brightly lighted building. We learned:
that it was the Marmicomio, the insane asylum. Shortly
before I had the dream I had heard that & man of the.
same religious persuasion as myself had been obliged to .
resign the position which he had painfully achiéved in a°

State asylum.

Owr interest is aroused by the phrase ‘Auf Geseres’ (at a ‘

point at which the situation in the dream would have led
one to expect ‘Auf Wiedersehen') as well as its quite

meaningless opposite ‘Auf Ungeseres. According to in-

formation I have received from philologists, ‘Geseres” is a
genuine Hebrew word derived from a verb ‘goiser, and
is best translated by ‘imposed sufferings’ or ‘doom.’ The
use of the word in slang would iancline one to suppose that
it meant ‘weeping and wailing.” ‘Ungeseres’ was a private
neclogism of my own and was the first word to catch my
attention, but to begin with I could make nething of it.

 [The words "Geseres’ and ‘Ungeseres,’ neither of them German, are
discussed below.]

G. ABSURD DREAMS

But the short remark at the end of the dream tfo the effect
fhat ‘Ungeseres’ denoted a preference over ‘Geseres’
opened the door to associations and at the same time to
210 elucidation of the word. An analogous relationship oc-

13 in the case of caviare; unsalted [‘ungesalzer’] caviare
s esteemed more highly than salted [‘gesalzen’]. ‘Caviare
to-the gemeral,’ aristocratic pretensions; behind this lay a
joking allusion to a member of my household who, since
she was youuager than I, would, I hoped, look after my

‘children in the future. This tallied with the fact that another

member of my household, our excellent murse, was rec-
gnizably portrayed in the female attendant or nun in
he dream. There was still, however, no transitional idea
between ‘salted—unselted’ and ‘Geseres—I/ngeseres.” This
was provided by ‘leavened—unleavened [‘gesduert—in-
pesduerf]. In their flight out of Egypt the Children of

‘Isracl had mot time to allow their dough to rise and, inm

‘memory of this, they eat unleavened bread to this day at
‘Easter. At this point I may insert a sudden association that

‘pecurred to me during this portion of the analysis. I re-

iembered how, during the previous Easter, my Berlin

friend and I had been walking through the streets of
‘Breslau, a town in which we were strangers. A little girl
.asked me the way to a particular street, and I was obliged

to confess that I did not know; and I remarked to my
friend; ‘It is to be hoped that when she grows up that

dittle girt will show more discrimipation in her choice of

he people whom she gets to direct her.” Shortly afterwards,
1 caught sight of a door-plate bearing the words ‘Dr.
Herodes. Consulting hours: .. .” ‘T.et us hope,” 1 remarked,
that our colleague does not happen to be a children’s

"doctor.” At this same time my friend had been telling me
. his views on the biological significance of bilateral sym-

metry and had begun a sentence with the words ‘If we had

"an eye in the middle of our foreheads like a Cyclops . . z
This led to the Professor’s remark in the introductory
“dream, ‘My son, the Myops . . 't and I had now been led

to the principal source of ‘Geseres. Many years before,

“when this son of Professor M.’s, today an independent

thinker, was still sitting at his school-desk, he was at-

1[The German ‘Myep’ is an ad hoc form constructed on the pattern
. of Zyklop.']
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tacked by a disease of the eyes which, the doctor declared,

gave cause for anxiety. He explained thai so long as it
remained on one side it was of no importance, but that if.

it passed over to the other eye it would be a serious matte

The affection cleared up completely in the one eye; but

shortly afterwards signs in fact appeared of the other one

being affected. The boy’s mother, terrified, at omce .sent:
for the doclor to the remote spot in the country where
they were staying. The doctor, however, now went over:

to the other side. “Why are you making such a “Geseres”

he shouted at the mother, if one side has got well, so will:

the.other.” And he was right.

And now we must consider the relation of all this to me.
and my fa{mly. The school-desk at whichk Professor M.s
son took his first steps in knowledge was handed over by

his mother as a gift to my eldest son, into whose mouth
I put the farewell phrases in the dream. It is easy to guess
one of the wishes to which this. transference gave rise,
But the construction of the desk was alse intended to
save the child from being short-sighted and one-sided.
Hencg the appearance in the dream of ‘Myops (and, be-
hind it, ‘Cyclops’) and the reference to bilaterality. My
concern about one-sidedness had more than one meaning:
it coqld refer not only to physical one-sidedness but also to
one-sidedness of intellectual development. May it not even
be that it was precisely this concern which, in its crazy
way, the scene in the dream was contradicting? After the
child hiad turned to one side to say farewell words, he
turned to the other side to say the contrary, as though to
restore the balance. It was as though he wes acting with
due -attention to bilateral symmetryl

Dreams, then, are often most profound when they seem
most crazy. In every epoch. of history thase who have had
something to say but could not say it without peril have
eage.rly assumed a fool’s cap. The audience at whom their
forbidden speech was aimed tolerated it more easily if they
could at the same time laugh and flatter themselves with
the reflection that the unwelcome words wers clearly
n_onsensical. The Prince in the play, who had to disguise
h1m§elf as a madman, was behaving just as dreams do in
reality; so that we can say of dreams what Hamlet said
of himself, concealing the true circumstances under a
cloak of wit and uninielligibility: '} am but mad norths
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orth-west: when the wind is southerly, I know a hawk

.-Thus I have solved the problem of absurdity in dreams

'.b_y showing that the dream-thoughts are never absurd—

never, at all events, in the dreams of sane people—and
that the dream-work produces absurd dreams and dreams

“containing individual absurd elements if it is faced with

the necessity of representing any criticism, ridicule or de-

" rision which may be present in the dream-thoughts.®

My next task is {o show that the dream-work consists in
nothing more than a combination of the three factors 1

" have mentionedd—and of a fourth which I have still to
‘mention [see p. 526]; that it carries out no other function

than the transiation of dream-thoughts in accordance with
the four conditions to which it is subject; and that the
question whether the mind operates in dreams with all its

“intellectual faculties or with only a part of them is wrongly

framed apd disregards the facts. Since, however, there are

~ plenty of dreams in whose content judgements are passed,

criticisms made, and appreciations expressed, in which

" surprise is felt at some particular element of the dream,
" in which explanations are attempted and argumentations
" embarked upon, I must now proceed to meet the objections

arising from facts of this kind by producing some chosen
examples.

My reply [put briefly] is as follows: Everything that
appears in dreams as the ostensible activity of the function
of judgement is to be regarded not as an intellectual

ifHamles, 11, 2.] This dream also provides z good example of the
generally valid truth that dreams which occur during the same night,
‘even though they are recollected as separate, spring from the
ground-work of the same thoughts. [See above, pp. 3¢9 f] In-
cidentally, the situation in the dream of my removing my children
to safaty from the City of Rome was distorted by being related back
to an analogous event that cccurred in my own childhood: I was
envying some relatives who, many years earlier, had had an oppof~
tunity of removing their children to azncother couniry.

#[The subject of absurdity in dreams is also discussed in the course
of Chapter VI of Freud's book on jokes (1905¢).—Towards the
end of Section I of the case histery of the ‘Rat Man' (15094},
Freud remarks in a footnote that the same mechanism is used in
obsessional neuroses.]

3[Viz. condensation, displacement and consideration for represent-
ability.]
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achievement of the dream-work but as belonging to th
material of the dream-thoughts and as having been lifte
from them into the manifest content of the dream as
ready-made structure, 1 can even carry' this assertio
further. Even the judgements made after waking upon:
dream that has been remembered, and the feelings calle
up in us by the reproduction of such a dream, form par
to a preat extent, of the lateat content of the dream an
are to be included in its interpretation.

T have already quoted a striking example of this [p
367 £1' A woman patient refused to tell me a dream o
hers because ‘it was not clear enough.’ She had seen some
one in the dream but did not know whether it was he
husband or her father. There then followed a second piec
of dream in which a dust-bin [Mistrriiger]] appeared, an
this gave rise to the following recoilection. When she ha
first set up house she had jokingly remarked on one occa
sion in the presence of a young relative who was visiting i
the house that her next job was to get hold of a new dus

bin. The next morning ome arrived for her, but it was

Alled with lilies of the valley. This piece of the dreas

served to Tepresent a common [Germarn] phrase ‘no
grown on my own manure.” When the analysis was com:
pleted, it turned ocut that the dream-thoughts were con
cerned with the after-effects of a story, which the dreame
had heard when she was young, of how a girl had had;

baby and of how it was nnt cfear who the father really wa

Here, then, the dream-representation had overflowed into.

the waking thoughts: one of the elements of the drzam

thoughts had found representation in a waking judgement

passed upon the dream as a whole.

* [Another example was also quoted in the same passage, p. 366.]
2['Nicht auf meinem eigenen Mist gevwachsen’'—meanint ‘L am n
responsible for that! or ‘Is not my baby.” The German wor
‘Mist,” properly meaning manure, is used in slang for ‘rubbish’ an
occurs in  this sense in Lhe Viennese term for a dusi-bin:
‘Mistriigeri.’}
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Here is a similar case. One of my patients had a dream
vhich struck him as interesting, for immediately after
waking he said to himself: I must tell the doctor that!
The dream was analysed and produced the clearest allu-
ions to a leison which he had started during the treat-
ent and which he had decided to himself not to tell me

-

Here is a third example, one from my own experience.
was going to the hospital with P. through a district in
which there were houses and gardens. At the same time
“had a notion that I had often seen ihis disirict before
dreams. T did not know my way aboui very well. He
showed me a road that led round the corner fo a resiaurant
{indoors, not a garden). There I asked for Frau Doni and
was told that she lived at the back in a small room with
three children. I went towards it, but before I got there
1ef an indistinct figure with my two little girls; I took them
With me after I had stood with them for a little while. Some
Jort of reproach against my wife, for having left them there.
When I woke up I had a feeling of great satisfaction,
g reason for which I explained to myself as being that
1-was going to discover from this apalysis the meaning of
T've dreamt of that before.”? In fact, however, the analysis
taught me nothing of the kind; what it did show me was
hat the satisfaction belonged to the latent content of the
dream and not to any judgement upon it. My satisfaction
as with the fact that my marriage had brought me chil-
dren. P. was a person whose course in life fay for some
time alongside mine, who then outdisianced me boih

LFootmote added 1909:] If in the actnal course of a dream dreamt
uring psychic-analyiic treatment the dreamer says to himself: ‘1
wist tell the doctor that,! it invariably implies the presence of a

sirong resistance against confessing the dream—which is not in-
requently thereupon forgotten.

[See above, pp. 374 f.] A protracted discussion on this subject has

tun through recent volumes of the Revue Philosophique [1896-98]

ander the title of ‘Paramnpesia in Dreams’.—{This dream is referred

“to again on pp. 515 £.]
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socially and materially, but whose marriage was childless.
The two events which occasioned the dream will serve,
instead of a complete analysis, to indicate its meaning. The
day before, I had read in a newspaper the announcement
of the death of Frau Dona A v (which I turned into
‘Doni’ in the dream), who had died in childbirth. My wife
told me that the dead woman had been locked after by

the same midwife who had attended her at the birth of :

our two youngest children. The name ‘Dona’ had struck
me because I had met it for the first time a short while
before in an English novel. The second occasion for the
dream was provided by the date on which it occurred. It
was on the night before the birthday of my eldest boy—
who seems to have some poetic gifts,

v

I was left with the same feeling of satisfaction when I

waeke from the absurd dream of my father having played
a political part among the Magyars after his death; and
the reason 1 gave myself for this feeling was thai it was a
continuation of the feeling that accompanied the last
piece of the dream. [See p. 463.]1 [ remembered how like
Garibaldi he had looked on his death-bed and felt glad
that it had come true. . . . {There was g continuation which
I had forgotren). The analysis enabled me to fill in this
gap in the dream. It was a mention of my second son, to
whom I had given the first name of a great historical figure
[Cromwell] who had powerfully attracted me in my boy-
hood, especially since my visit to England. During the year
before the child’s birth I had made up my mind to use
this mame if it were a son and I greeted the new-born
baby with it with a feeling of high satisfaction. (It is easy
to see how the suppressed megalomania of fathers Is
transferred in their thoughts on to their children, and it

seems quite probable that this is one of the ways in which-

the suppression of that feeling, which becomes necessary
in actua} life, is carried out.}) The little boy's right to ap-
pear ir: the context of this dream was derived from the fact
that he had just had the same misadventure—easily for-
givable both in a child and in a dying man—of soiling his
bedclothes. Compare in this connectitn Sruhlrichter [‘pre-
siding judge,’ literally ‘chair-" or ‘stool-judge’] and the wish
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expressed in the dream to stapd before ene’s children’s
~eyes great and wnsuilied. [See below, p. 515.]

v

I now turn to consider expressions of judgement passed
in the dream itself but not continued into waking life or
fransposed into it. In looking for examples of these, my
task will be greatly assisted if I may make use of dreams
which’ I have already recorded with other aims in view.
The dream of Goethe’s attack on Herr M. [pp. 475 f1.]
‘appears to contain a whole number of acts of judgement.
‘I tried to throw a litdle light on the chronological data,
which seemed to me improbable” This has every appear-
ance of being a criticism of the absurd idea that Goethe
should have made a literary attack on a young man of my
acquaintance, ‘It seemed to be a plausible notion that he

- was eighteen.’ This, again, sounds exactly like the cutcoms

of a caleulation, though, it is true, of 4 feeble-minded one.
Lastly, I was not quite sure what year we were in’ seemns
Jike an instance of uncertainty or doubt in 2 dream.

Thus all of these seemed to be acts of judgement made
for the first time in the dream. But analysis showed that
their werding can be taken in another way, in the light
of which they become indispensable for the dream’s inter-
preiation, while at the same time every trace of absurdity
is removed. The sentence I tried to throw a litdle light

on the chronological datd’ put me in the place of my
friend [Fliess] who was in fact seeking to throw light on
“the chronological data of life. This deprives the sentence

of its significance as a judgement protesting against the
absurdity of the preceding sentences. The interpolated
phrase, ‘which seemed to me improbable; belonged with
the subsequent one, 7f seemed to be a plausible notion.” 1
had used almost these precise words to the lady who had
told her brother’s case-history. ‘It seems fo me an im-
probable notion that his cries of “Naturel Mature!” had
anything to do with Goethe; it seems to me far more
plausible that the words had the sexual meaning you are
familiar with.” It is true that here a judgement was passed
——not in the dream, however, but in reality, and oo an
occasion which was recollected and exploited by the dream-
thoughts. The content of the dream took over this judge-
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ment just like any other fragment of the dream-thoughts.
The number ‘18" to which the judgement in the dream was
senselessly attached, retains a trace of the real context fro‘m
which the judgement was torn. Lastly, 7 was not quite
sure what year we were in' was intended merely to carry
further my identification with the paralytic patient in my
examination of whom this point had really arisen.

The resolution of what are ostensibly acts of judgement
in dreams may serve to remind us of the rules laid down
at the beginning of this book [pp. 136 f.] for carrying out
the work of interpretation: namely, that we should dis-
regard the apparent coherence between 2 dream’'s con-
stituents as an unessential illusion, and that we should
trace back the origin of each of its elements on its own
account, A dream is a conglomerate which, for purposes
of investigation, must be broken up once more into frag-
ments. [Cf. p. 4551 On the other hand, however, it will
be observed that a psychical force is at work in dreams
which creates this apparent connectedness, which, that is to
say, submits the material produced by the dream-work to
a ‘secondary revision.’ This brings us face to face with the
manifestations of a force whose importance we shall later
fpp. 526 fT.] assess as the fourth of the factors concerned in
the comstruction of dreams.

Vi

Here is 2 further instance of a process of judgement
at work in a dream that I have already recorded. In the
aksurd dream of the communication from the town coua-
cil [pp. 471 f£.] 1 asked: ‘Did you get married soon after
that? [ calculated that, of course, I was born in 1836,
which seemed to be the year which immediately followed
the year in question. All of this was clothed in the form of
a set of logical conclusions. My father had married in 1851,
immediately after his attack; I, of course, was the eldest
of the family and had been born in 1856; Q.E.D. As we
know, this false conclusion was drawn in the interests of
wish-fulfilment; and the predominant dream-thought ram;

‘Four or five years, that's no time at all; it doesn’t count.’ .

Every step in this set of logical conclusions, however alike
in their content and their form, cou!d -be explained in
another way as having been determined by the dream-
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thoughts. It was the parient, of whose long analysis my
colieague had fallen foul, who had decided to get married
immediately the treatment was finished. The manner of my

interview with my father in the dream was like an inter-

rogation or examination, and reminded me too of a teacher
at the University who used to take down exhaustive par-
ticulars fromi the students who were enrolling themselves

. for his lectures: ‘Date of birth?—1856."—"Patre? In re-

ply to this one gave cne’s father’s first name with a Latin
termination; and we students assumed that the Hofrat
drew conclusions from the first name of the father which
could not always be drawn from that of the student him-
self. Thus the drawing of the conclusion in the dream was
no more than a repetition of the drawing of a conclusion
which appeared as a piece of the material of the dream-
thoughts. Something new emerges from this. If a con-
clusion appears in' the content of the dream there is mo
question that it is derived from the dream-thoughts; but
it may either be present in these as a piece of recollected
material or it may link a series of dream-thoughts together

~in a logical chain. In any case, however, a conclusion in a

dream represents a conclusion in the dream-thoughts.*
At this point we may resume owr analysis of the dream.
The interrogation by the professor led to a recollection of
the register of University Students {which in my time was
‘drawn up in Latin). It led further to thoughts upon the

" course of my academic studies. The five years which are
iprescribed for medical studies were once again too few

for me. I guietly went on with my work for several more
years; and in my circle of acquaintances I was regarded
as an idler and it was doubted whether I should ever get
through. Thereupon I guickly decided to take my ex-
aminations and I got through them in spite of the delay.
Here was a fresh reinforcement of the dream-thoughts
with which I was defiantly confronting my critics: ‘Even
though you won’t believe it because I've taken my time, I
shall get through; I shall bring my medical training to a
conclusion. Things have offen turned out like that before.’

This same dream in its opening passage contained some

1These findings are in some respects a correction of what T have said
above (p. 347) on the representation of logical relations in dreams.

" This earlier passage describes the general behaviour of the dream-
work but takes no account of the finer and more precise details
of its functioning.
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sentences which could hardly be refused the name of an
argument. This argument was not even absurd; it might just
as well have occurred in waking thought: I was amused
in the dream at the commumnication from the town council
since, in the first place, I was not yet in the world in 1851
and, in the second place, my father, to -whom it might have
related, was already dead. Both of these statements were
not only correct in themselves but agreed precisely with
the real arguments that I shouid bring up if T were actually
to receive a communication of that kind. My earlier
analysis of the dream showed that it grew out of deeply
embittered and derisive dream-thoughts. If we may also
assume that there were strong reasons present for the
activity of the censorship, we shall understand that the
dreami-work had -every motive for producing o perfectly
valid refutation of an absurd suggestion on the model
contained in the dream-thoughts. The analysis showed,
however, that the drean-work did not have a free hand in
framing this parallel but was obliged, for that purpose, to
use material from the dream-thoughts. It was just as
though there were an algebraic equation containing (in
addition to numerals) plus and minus signs, indices and
radical signs, and as though someone were to copy. out
the equation without. understanding it, taking over both
the operational symbols and the numerals into his copy but
mixing them all up together, The two arguments [in the
dream-content] could be traced back to the following
material. It was distressing to me to think that some of
the premises which underlay my psychological explana-
tions of the psychoneuroses were bound to excite scepti-
cisma and laughter when they were firsi met with. For in-
stance, I had been driven to assume that impressions from
the second year of life, and sometimes even from the first,
left a lasting trace on the emotional life of those:who were
Tater to fall ill, and that these impressions—though dis-
torted and exaggerated in many ways by the memory—
might constitute the first and deepest foundation for hysteri-

cal symptoms. Patients, to whom I explained this at some .

appropriate moment, used to parody this mewly-gained
knowledge by declaring that they were ready to look for
recollections dating from & time ar which they were not yet
alive. My discovery of the unexpected part played by their
Father in the earliest sexual impulses of female patients
might well be expected to meet with a similar reception
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see the discussion on pp. 291 £). Nevertheless, it was my

-well-grounded conviction that both of these hypotheses were

rue. By way of confirmation I cailed to mind some in-
tances in which the death of the father occurred while
the child was at a very early age and in which later events,
:otherwise inexplicable, proved that the child had neverthe-
ess retained unconsciously recollections of the figure which

':had disappeared so early in his life, I was aware that these

wo assertions of mine rested on the drawing of conclusions
‘whose validity would be disputed. It was therefore an

-achievement of wish-fulfilment when the material of pre-

isely those conclusions which I was afraid would be con-
ested was employed by the dream-work for drawing con-

~clusions which it was impossible to contest.

VI

. At the beginning of a dream, which I have so far hardly
“‘{ouched upon [see p. 448], there was a clear expression of
‘astonishment at the subject which had cropped up. Old
“Brijcke must have set me some task; STRANGELY ENGUGH,
1t related to a dissection of the lower part of my own body,
‘my pelvis and legs, which I saw before me as though in the

issecting-room, but without noticing their absence in my-

elf and also without a trace of any gruesome feeling.

“Louise N, was standing beside me and doing the work with
tme. The pelvis had been eviscerated, and it was visible now

dn its superior, row in its inferior, aspect, the rwo being
mixed together. Thick flesh-colonred protuberances (which,
in the dream irself, made me think of haemorrhoids) could

:_b_e seen. Something which lay over it and was like crumpled

ilver-papert had also to be carefully fished out. I was then

-once more in possession of my legs and was making my
sway through the fown. But (being tired} I took a cab. To
iy astonishment the cqeb drove in through the door of a
house, which opened and allowed it to pass along a pas-
sage which turned a corner at its end and Finally led into
the open air again? Finally I was making a journey

18tanniol, which was an allusion to the book by Stannius on the
~mervous system of fishes. (Cf. loc. cit.)

21t was the place on the ground-Aoor of my block of flats where the
tenants keep their perambulators; but it was overdetermined in
several other ways.
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through a changing landscape with an Alpine guide wh
was carrying my belongings. Part of the way he carried m
tea, out of consideration for my tired legs. The ground was
boggy; we went round the edge; pecple were sitring on th
ground like Red Indians or gipsies—among them a girl

Before this I had been making my own way forward over:

the slippery ground with a constant feeling of surpris
that I was able to do it so well after the dissection. At las

we reached a small wooden house at the end of which was'

an open.window, There the guide set me down and laid
two wooden boards, which were standing ready, upon th
window-sill, so as to bridge the chasm which had to be

crossed over from the window. At that point I really be-
came frightened about my legs, but instead of the expected’
crossing, I saw two grown-up men lying on wooden:
benches that were along the walls of the hut, and what'
seemed to be two children sleeping beside them. Ft was as.
though what was going to make the crossing possible was:
not the boards but the childven. I awoke in g mental fright.

Anyone who has formed even the slightest idea of the;
extent of condensation in dreams will easily imagine what:
a number of pages would be filled by a full analysis of this?

dream. Fortunately, however, in the present context I need
only take up one point in it, which provides an example o

astonishment in dreams, as exhibited in the interpelation:
strangely enough.’ The following was the occasion of the -
dream. Louise W, the lady who was assisting me in my.

job ia the dream, had been caliing on me. ‘Lend me some
thing to read,” she had said. I offered her Rider Haggard'

She. ‘A strange bool, but full of hidden meaning,’ 1 began:
to explain to her; ‘the eternal feminine, the immortality:
of our emoticns . . ." Here she interrupied me: ‘I know i

already. Have you nothing of your own?—"No, my ow

immertal works have not yet been written.'-——Wel], when:
are we to expect these so-called ultimate explanations of’
yours which you've promised even we shall find readable?:
she asked, with a touch of sarcasm. At that point I saw that

someone else was admonishing me through her mouth and

I was silent. I reflected on the amount of self-discipline it
was costing me to offer the public even my book upon!
dreams—I should have to give away so much of my own.

private character in it.
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Das Beste was du wissen kannst,
Darfst du den Buben doch nicht sagen.!

“The task which was imposed on me in the dream of
wecarrying out a dissection of my own body was thus my

self-analysis? which was linked up with my giving an ac-
count of my dreams. Old Briicke came in here appro-

“priately; even in the first years of my scientific work it

happened that I allowed a discovery of mine to lie fallow
until an energetic remonstrance on his part drove me into
publishing it. The further thoughts which were started up
by my conversation with Louise N, went too deep to be-

come censcious. They were diverted in the direction of the

material that had been stirred up in me by the mention

“‘of Rider Hagpard’s She. The judgement ‘strangely enough’
“went back to that book and to another one, Heart of the

World, by the same author; and numerous elements of the
dream were derived from these two imaginative novels.
The boggy ground over which people had to be carried,
and the chasm which they had to cross by means of boards
‘brought along with them, were taken from She; the Red

“Indians, the girl and the wooden house were taken from

Heart of the World. In both novels the guide is a woman;
both are concerned with perilous journeys; while She

; describes an adventurous road that had scarcely ever been

trodden before, leading into an undiscovered region. The

-tired feeling in my legs, according to 2 note which I find £

made upon the dream, had been a real sensation during
the daytime. It probably went along with a tired moed and

22 doubting thought: ‘How much longer will my legs carry
“me? The end of the adventure in She is that the guide,
“instead of finding immortality for herself and the others,

‘perishes in the mysterious subterranean fire. A fear of that
‘kind was unmistakably active in the dream-thoughts, The
‘wooden house” was also, no doubt, a coffin, that is to say,
the grave. But the dream-work achieved a masterpiece in
its representation of this most unwished-for of all thoughts

by 2 wish-fulfilment. For I had aiready been in a grave

once, but it was an excavated Etruscan grave near Orvieto,
& narrow chamber with two stone benches along its walls,

11See footnote, p. 175.]

4 [Freud's self-analysis during the years before the publication of this

. book is cne of the themes of his correspondence with Fliess (Freud,
1950a). Cf. Part IH of Kris's introduction to the latter volume.]
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on which the skeletons of two grown-up men were lying.

The inside of the wooden house in the dream looked :

exactly like it, except that the stone was replaced by wood.

The dream seems to have been saying: ‘If you must rest in

a grave, let it be the Etruscan one.’ And, by making this
replacement, it transtormed the gloomiest of expectations
into one that was highly desirable! Unluckily, as we are *

soon to hear [pp. 497 i), a dream can turn into its op-
posite the idea accompanying an affect but not always the
affect itself. Accordingly, 1 woke up in a ‘mental fright,’
even after the successful emergence of the idea that chil-
dren may perhaps achieve what their father has failed to—
a fresh aflusion to the strange novel in which a person’s
identity is retained through a series of generations for over
two thousand years,”

VI

Included in yet another of my dreams there was an
expression of surprise at something I had experienced in
it; but the surprise was accompanied by such a striking, far-
fetched and slmost brilliant attempt at an explanation
that, if only on its account, I cannot resist submitting the
whole dream to analysis, quite apart from the dream’s
possessing two other points to attract our inferest. I was
travelling along the Siidbahn railway-iine during the night
of July 18-19th, and in my sleep I heard: ‘Hellthurn?
ten minutes’ being called out. I ar once thought of holo-
thurians. [sea-slugs}—of a natural history museum—1that
this was the spor at which valiant men had fought in vain
against the superior power of the ruler of their country—
yes, the Counter-Reformation in Austrig—it was as though
it were a place in Styria or the Tyrol. I then saw indistinetly
a small musewm, in which the relics or belongings of these
men were preserved. I should have liked to gel oul, but
hesirated to do so. There were women with fruit on the
platfarm. They were crouching on the ground and holding
up their baskets invitingly—I hesitated because I was not
sure whether there was time, but we were still not moving.

i [This detail is used as an illustration in Chapter Il of Freud's
Future of an Hlusior (1927c).] ’

3[This dream is further discussed below on pp. 515 £]

3 [Not the name of any real place.]
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—I was suddenly in another compartment, in which the
upholstery and seats were so narrow rhat one's back pressed
directly against the back of the carriage I was surprised
by this, but [ reflected that I MIGHT HAVE CHANGED CAR-
RIAGES WHILE I WAS IN A SLEEPING STATE. There were
several people, including an English brother and sister; a
row of books were distinctly visible on a shelf on the wall,
I saw ‘The Wealth of Nations’ and "‘Matter and Motion' (by
- Clerk-Maxwell), a thick volume and bound in brown cloth.
The man asked his sisier about a book by Schiller, whether
~she had forgotten it. It seemed as though the books were
-sometimes mine and sometimes theirs. I felt inclined at that
-point to intervene in the conversation in a confirmatory or
substantiating sense. . .. I woke up perspiring all over,
-because all the windows were shut. The train was drawn
up at Marburg [in Styrial.

While I was writing the dream down a new piece of it
occurred to me, which my memory had tried to pass over.
. I said [in English] to the brother and sister, referring 1o a
. particular work: ‘It is from . . . but corrected myself:
‘It is by ... 'Yes,' the man commented 10 his sister, ‘he
said that right’2 :

The dream opened with the name of the station, which
must no doubt have partly woken me up. I replaced its
name, Marburg, by Hollthurn. The fact that I heard ‘Mar-
burg’ when it was first called out, or perhaps later, was
proved by the mentioning in the dream of Schiller, who
was born at Marburg, though not at the one in Styria® I
was making my journey on that occasion, although I was
travelling first class, under very uncomfortable conditions.
. The train was packed full, and in my compartment 1 had
found a lady and gentleman who appeared to be very
aristocratic and had not the civility, or did not think it
. worth the trouble, to make any disguise of their annoyance
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* *This description was unintefligible even to myself; but I have fol-
lowed the fundamental rule of repertinz a dream in the words which
occurred to me as I was writint it down., The wording chosen is
itseif part of what is represented by the dream. {Cf. p. 550.]

2 [This piece of the dream is further considered on pp. 557 f.]

¥ [Foornote added 1909:] Schiller was not born at any Marburg, but

at Marbach, as every German school-boy knows, and as I knew my=-

self. This was one more of those mistakes {see above, p. 230 n.)}

which slip in as a substitute for an intentional falsification at some

other point, and which I have tried to explain in my Psycho-

pathology of Everyday Life, [19015, Chapter X, No. 1.]
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at my intrusion. My polite greeting met with no response

Although the man and his wife were sitting side by side.

{with their backs to the engine) the woman nevertheless
made haste, under my very eyes, o engage the window-:

seat facing her by putting an umbrella on it. The door:
was shut immediately, and poioted remarks were exchanged:

between them on the subject of opening windows, They

had probably seen at once that I was longing for some.

fresh air. It was a hot night and the atmosphere in the

completely closed compartment soon became suffocating.

My experiences of travelling have taught me that conduct
of this ruthless and overbearing kind is a characteristic of
people who are travelling on a free or half-price ticke

When the ticket-collector came and I showed him the
ticket I had bought at such expense, there fell from the
lady’s mouth, in haughty and zlmost menacing tones, the
words: ‘My husband has a free pass.” She was an im-
posing figure with discontented features, of an age not far
from the time of the decay of ferninine beauty; the man
uttered not a word but sat there motionless. I attempted
to sleep. In my dream I took fearful vengeance on my
disagreeable companions; no one could suspect what in-
sults and humiliations lay concealed behind the broken
fragments of the first half of the dream. When this need
had been satisfied a second wish made itself felt—to
change compartments. The scene is changed so often
dreams, and without the slightest objection being raised,
that it would not have been in the least surprismg if T had

promptly replaced my travelling companions by more:

agreeable ones derived from my memory. But here was a
case in which something resented the change of scene
and thought it pecessary to explain it. How did I sudden-

ly come to be in another compartment? I had no recol-

lection of having changed. There could be only one

explanation: I must have left the carriage while f was ina
sleeping state-—a rare event, of which, however, examples
are to be found in the experience of a neuropathologist.

We knew of people who have gone upon railway jourpeys
in a twilight state, without betraying their abnormal con-

dition by any signs, till at some point in the journey they:
have suddenly come to themselves completely and been.
amazed at the gap in thelr memory. In the dream itself,
accordingly, 1 was declaring myself to be one of these:

cases of ‘auromatisme ambulatoire.
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Analysis made it possible to find another solution. The
attempt at an explanation, which seemed so striking when
was obliged to ascribe it to the dream-work, was not an
original one of my own, but was copied from the neurosis
of one of my patients. 1 have already spoken elsewhere
[pp. 293 £] of a highly educated and, in real life, soft-
hearted man who, shortly after the death of his parents,
began to reproach himself with having murderous in-
linations, and then fell a victim to the precautionary meas-
ures which he was-obliged to adopt as a safeguard. It was
. case of severe obsessions accompanied by complete in-
sight. To begin with, walking through the streets was made

“d:burden fo him by & compulsion to make certain where

every single person he met disappesred to; if anyone sud-
denly escaped his watchful eye, he was left with a distress-
ing feeling and the idea that he might possibly have got

:1id of him. What lay behind this was, among other things,

a ‘Cain’ phantasy—{for ‘all men are brothers.” Owing to the
impossibility of carrying out this task, he gave up going for
walks and spent his life incarcerated between his own four
walls, But reports of murders which had been committed
outside were constantly being brought into his room by

“the newspapers, and his conscience sugpested to him,

in the form of a doubt, that he might be the wanted mur-
derer. The certainty that he had in fact not left his house
for weeks protected him from these charges for a while,
tifl one day the possibility came into his head that he
might have left his house while he was in an UncoRsCious
state and have thus been able to commit the murder with-

‘out knowing anything abont it. From that time onwards he

locked the front door of the house and gave the key 1o

“his old housekeeper with strict instructions never to let it
ifall into his hands even if he asked for it.

‘This, then, was the origin of my attempted expianation
to the effect that I had changed carriages while I was in

s:an unconscious state; it had been carried over ready-
‘made into the dream from the material of the dream~
“thoughts, and was evidently intended in the dream to serve
the purpose of identifying me with the figure of this pa-
“tient. My recollection of him had been aroused by an easy

association. My last night-journey, & few weels earlier,
bad been made in the company of this very man. He was
cured, and was travelling with me into the provioces fo
visit his relatives, who had sent for me. We had a com-




