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NARRATIVE

OF THE MO0ST

Remarkable Particulars

o PR iy N S

OF
Fames Albert Ukawfaw Gronniofaw,

An ArricaN Prince,
As related by HIMSE L F.

I will bring the Blind by a Way that they know not,
I will Iead them. in Patbs that they have not
known: I will make Darknefs Light before them
and crooked Things firaight. Thefe Things will 1
do unto them and not forfake them. lfa, lxu. 16.

' The SECOND EDITION.
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A N

A GG @ N F
OF

JamEes ALBERT, &c.

HO3K ™, Was born in the city of Bourwnovu;

1 ¥ my mother was the eldeft daughter of

! ¥ the reigning King of ZaarA, of

% 3K o which Bournovu is the chief city.

_ I was the youngeft of fix children, and particu-

larly loved by my mother, and my grandfather
almoft doated on me.

I had, from my infancy, a curious turn of
mind ; was more grave and referved in my difpo-
fition than either of my brothers and fifters. ¥
often teazed them with queflions they could not
anfwer : for which reafon they difliked me, as
they fuppofed that I was either foolith, or infane.
>Twas certain that I was, at times, veryunhappy
inmyfelf: it being ftrongly imprefled on my mind
that there was fome GRrReEAT MAN of power
which refided above the fun, moon and ftars, the
objcéts of our worthip. My dear indulgent mo-
ther would bear more with me than any of my
friends befide.—1I often raifed my hand to heaven,
and afked her who lived there ? Was much diffa-
tisfied when fhe told me the fun, moon and ftars,
being perfuaded, in my own mind, that there
muft be fome Surerior Powkr. [ was
frequently loft in wonder at the works of the
| Ag Creation:
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Creation: was afraid, unealy and reftlefs, but
could not tell for what, I wanted to be informed
of things that no perfon could tell me; and was
always diflatisfied.—I'hefe wonderful impreflions
begun in my childhcod, and followed me con-
tinually *till I left my parents, which affords me
matter of admiration and thankfuinefs.
To this moment I grew more 2and more uneaf

every day, in fo much that one faturday, (which
is the day on which we keep our fabbath) I la-

" boured under anxieties and fears that cannot be

expreflcd ; and, what is more extraordinary, I
could not give a rea‘on for . it, I rofe, as our
cuftom is, about three o’clock, (as weare obliged
to be at our place of worthip an hour before the
{fun rife) we {ay nothing in our worfhip, but con-
tinue on our knees with our hands held up, ob-
ferving a ftrict filence ’till the fun is at a certain
height, which I fuppofe to be about ten or eleven
o’clock in England : when, at a certain fign made
by the prieft, we get up (our duty being over)
and difperfe to our different houfes.—Qur place

of meeting is undera large palm tree; we divide

ourfelves into many congregations; as it is im=
poffible for the fame tree to cover the inhabitants
of the whole city, though they are extremely
large, high and ‘majeftic ; the beauty and ufeful-
nels of them are not to be defcribed ; they {up-
ply the inhabitants of the country with meat,
drink and clothes;® the body of the palm tiee

® It is a generally received opinion, in England, that
the natives of Africa go entirely unclothed ; but this fup-
pofition is wery unjuft : they havve « kind of drefs fo as
¢o appear decent, though it is wery [light and thin,
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is very large ; at acertain feafon of the year they
tap it, and bring veflels to receive the wine, of
which they draw great quantities, the quality of
which is very delicious : the leaves of this tree are
of a filky nature; they are very long and foft;
when they are dried and pulled to pieces it has
much the fame appearance as the Englith flax,
and the inhabitants of Bour~Nou manufaéture it
for cloathing, &c. This tree likewife produces a
plant or fubftance which has the appearance of a
cabbage, and very like it, though in tafte much
preferable : it grows between the branches. Alfo
the palm tree produces a nut fomething like a
cocoa, which contains a kernel, in which s a large
quantity of a liquid refembling oil very pieafant
to the tafte : the fhell is of a hard fubftance, and
of a very beautiful appearance. Bews and ar-
rows are likewife made of the branches of this
tree, being of an exceeding tough nature, not
unlike whalebone.

I hope this digreffion will be forgiven.—I was
going to obferve that after the duty of our fabbath
was over (on the day in which I was more dif=
trefled and afflicted than ever) we were all on our
way home as ufual, when a remarkable black
cloud arofe and covered the fun; then followed
very heavy rain, and thunder more dreadful than
ever I had heard: the heavens roared, and the earth
trembled at it: I was highly affe@ed and caft
down ; infomuch that I wept fadly, and could not
follow my relations and friends home.— | was
obliged to ftep, and felt as if my legs were tied ;
they feemed to fhake under me: fo I flood ftill,
being in great fear of the MAN of PowsR that I

was
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‘was perfuaded in myfelf lived abeve. One of my
young companions (who entertained a particular
friendfhip for me and 1 for him) cameback to fee
for me: he afked me why I ftood ftill in fuch very
hard rain? I only faid to him that my legs were

~weak, and I could not come fafter : he was much

affeled to fee me cry, and took me by the hand,
and faid he would lead me home, which he did.
My mother was greatly alarmed at ymy tarrying
out in fuch terrible weather ; fhe afked me man
queftions, fuch as what I did fo for, and if I was
well? My dear mother, fays I, pray tell me
who is the GrReaT MAN of Power that makes
the thunder? She (aid, there was no power but
the fun, moon and ftars; that they made all our
country. I then enquired how all our people
came?! She an{wered me, {rom one -another 3
and fo carried me to many generations back,—
Then, fays I, who made the Fir/# Man? and
who made the firft Cow, and the firft Lion, and
where does the Fly come from, as no one can
make him? My mother feemed in great trouble;
fhe was apprehenfive that my fenfes were impair-
ed, or that I was foolith. My father came in,
and feeing her in grief, afked the caufe; but
when fhe related our converfation to him, he was
exceedingly angry with me, and told me he would
punifh me feverely if ever I was fo troublefome
again ; (o that I refolved never to fay any thing
more to him. But I grew very unbappy in my-
felf ; my relations and acquaintance endeavoured
by all the means they could think on, to divert
me, by taking me to ride upon goats, (which is
much the cuftom of our country) and to fhoot
: with
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with a2 bow™ and arrow; but I experienced no
fatisfa&ion at all in any of thefe things; nor
could I be eafy by any means whatever ; my
parents were very unhappy to fee me fo dejelted
and melancholy.

About this time there came 2 merchant from
the Gold Cogf? (the third city in GUINEA: he
traded with the inhabitants of our country in ivory
and gold duft: he took great notice of my un-
happy fituation, and enquired into the caufe; ex-
prefled vaft concern for me, and faid, if my pa-
rents would part with me for a little while, and
let him take me home with him, it would be of
more fervice to me than any thing they could do
for me.—He told me that if I would go with him,
I fhould fee houfes with wings to them walk upon
the water, and fhould alfo fee the white folks;
and that he had many fons of my age who thould
be my companions; and he added to all this that
he would bring me fafe back again foon, — I was
highly pleafed with the account of this firange
place, and was very defirous of going —I feemed
fenfible of a fecret impulfe vpon my mind which
I could not refift, that feemed to tell me I muft go.
When my dear mother faw that I was willing to
leave them, fhe fpoke to my father and grandfa.
ther and the reft of my relations, who all agreed
that [ fhould accompany the merchant to the Gold
Coaft, promifing hip to load all his camels with
the richeft produce of the country when he brought
me fafe back. I was the more willing to go as my
brothers and fifters defpifed me, and jooked on me
with contempt on the account of my unhappy
difpoiition ; and even my fervants flighted mie,and

difregarded



UNIVERS

‘ gr . 9
difregarded all 1 faid to them. 1 had one fifter
who was always exceeding fond of me, and Iloved
her entirely: her name was Lo6ewy : fhe was
quite white and fair, with fine light hair, though
my father and mother were black. — I was trul
concerned to leave my beloved fifter, and fhe
cried moft fadly to part with me, wringing her
hands, and difcovered every fign of grief that can
be imagined. Indeed if J could have known when
I left my friends and country, that I {hould never
return to them again, my mifery on that occafion
would have been inexprefible. All my relationg
were forry to part with me: my dear mother came
with me upon a camel more than three hundred
miles. The firft of our journey lay chiefly thro’
woods : at night we fecurcd ourfelves from the
wild beafts by making fires all around us; we and
our camels kept within the circle, or we muft have
been torn to pieces by the lions and other wild
creatures, that roared terribly as foon as night
came on, and continued to do fo ’till morning.—
There can,be little faid in favour of the countr
through which we paffed; only a valley of marble
that we came through, which is unfpeakably beau-
tiful. —On each fide of this valley are exceedingly
high and almoft inacceffible mountains.—Some of
thefe pieces of marble are of a prodigious length
and breadth, but of different fizes and colour, and
fhaped in a variety of forms, in § wonderful man-
ner.—It is meft of it veined with gold, mixed
with ftriking and beautiful colours 3 fo that when
the fun darts upon it, it is as pleafing a fight as
can be imagined.——The merchant that brought
me from BowrNow, was in partnerfhip with
another

5
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another gentleman, who accompanied us ; he was
very unwilling that he fhould take me from home,
as, he faid, he forefaw many difficulties that
would attend my going with them,—FHe endea-
voured to prevail on the merchant to throw me
into a very deep pit that wasin the valley, buthe
refufed to liften to him, and faid, he was refolved
to take care of me: but the other was greatly
diffatisfied ; and when we came toa river, which
we were obliged to pafs through, he purpofed
throwing me in and drowning me ; but the mer=-
chant would not confent to it, fo that I was
preferved,

We travelled ’till about four o’clock every day,
and then began to make preparations fer night,
by catting down large quantities of wood, to
make fires to preferve us from the wild beafts,
T had a very unhappy and difcontented journey,
being in continual fear that the people I was with
would murder me. I often refleCted with ex-
treme regret on the kind friends I had left, and
the idea of my dear mother frequently drew tears
from my eyes.—I cannot recolle& how long we
were in going from BoURNoU to the Gaold Coaft 5
but as there is no fhipping nearer to Bournau
than that city, (Fonti) it was tedious in travel-
ling fo far by land, being upwards of a thoufand

“miles.—-I was heartily rejoiced when we arrived
_ at the end of our journey: I new vainly imagin-~
~ed that all my troubles and inquietudes would ter-
~ minate here ; but could I have looked into futu-
rity, Ifhould have perceived that I had much
- more to fuffer than I had before experienced, and
 that they had as yet but barely commenced.
' = I was
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I was now more than a thoufand miles frgm
home, without a friend or any means to procura
onie. Soon after | came to the merchant’s houfe

- T'heard the drums beat remarkably loud, and the
. trumpets blow ; thke perfons accuftomed to this

employ are obliged to go upon a very high ftruc-
ture appointed for that purpoefe, that the found
might be keard at a great diftance. I was mightily
pleafed with founds fo entirely new to me, and
was very. inquifitive to know the caufe of this
rejoicing, and afked many queftions concerning

- it : T was anfwered that it was meant as a com-

pliment to me, becaufe I was grandfon to the
king of Beurnov.

This account gave me a fecret pleafure ; but I
was not fuffered long to enjoy this fatisfa&ion,
for in the evening of the fame day two of the
merchant’s fons (boys about my own age) eame
running to me, and told me, that the next day I
was to die, for the king intended to behead me,
— I replied that I was fure it could not be true,
for that I came there to play with them, and to

fee houfes walk upon the water with wings to

them, and the white folks ; but 1 was foon in-
formed that their king imagined that I was fent
by my father as a fpy, and would make fuch dif-
coverics at my return home that would enable
them to make war with the greater advantage to
ourfelves ;. and for thefe reafons he had refolved I -
fhould never return to my native country.——When
I heard this [ fuffered mifery that cannot be de-
fcribed.—I withed a thoufand times that I had
mever left my friends and country.—But fill the

ALMIGHTY was pleafed to work muracles for me.

The
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The morning T was to die, I was wafhed and
all my gold orpaments made bright and fhining,
and then carried to the palace, where the king
was to behead me himfelf (as is the cuftom of the
place).—He was feated upon a throne at the top
of an exceeding large yard, or court, which you
muft go through to enter the palace ; it isas wide
and fpacious as alarge field in England.~——1I had
a lane of life-guards to go through.e——I guefied
it to be about three hundred paces, ‘
I was conducled by my friend, the merchant,
about half way up ;' then he durft proceed mo
further: I 'went up to the King alone, with an
-~ undaunted courage, and it pleafe God to meltithe -
heart of the king, who fat with his fcymitar in
his band ready 'to behead me ; yet, being himfelf
{o affeéted, he dropped it, and took me upon his
knee and wept over me. I put my right hand
- round his reck, and preft him te my heart.
- The king then called the merchant, and enquired
- of him the caule of my being brought thither;
~intimating to him, that my ftay in that place
would enable me to learn the firength of the in-
- habitants, and at my return fhould inform the
- people of Bournou thereof, who would doub:=
-“lefs come and ravage the country : the merchant
. in vindication of himfelf told the king, that I was
 foolifhy and that.my parents fuffered him te bring
me to fee the{hips in: hopes it might reftore me’
2utol my wortediehearfulnefs, offering to take me
‘o back.~=The king {2t medown and bleft me ; and
\radded, that he would not kill me, and that I
+ dhould.not.go home, but be (old for a flive. I thea
+was condued backagain to the merchant’s houfe.
ks B The
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The next day he took me on board a French
brig 5 but the captain did not chufe to buy me :
he faid I was too fmall ; fo the merchant took me
home with him again. . .

The partoer, whom I have fpoken of as my
enemy, was very angry to fee me return, and
again purpofed putiing an end to my life; for he
reprefented to the other, that I thould bring them

“into troubles and difficulties, and that I was fo
little that no perfon would buy me.

The merchant’s refolution began to waver,
and 1 was indeed afraid that I thould be put to
death: but however he faid he would try me once
more.

A few days after a Dutch thip came into the
harbour, and they carried me onm board, in hopes
that the eaptain would purchafe me.——=As they
went, 1 heard them agree, that, if they could

- not fell me then, they would throw me over board.

—I was in extreme agonies when I heard this ;
and as foon as ever | faw the Dutch captain, [

- ¥an to him, and put my arms round bim, and

faid, Father, fave me, (for I knew that if he
did not buy me, I fheuld be treated very ill, or,
poflibly, murdered. ;) and theugh he did not un-
derftand my language, yet it pleafed the AL-
MIGHTY to influence him in my behalf, and he
bought me for two yards 0{ check, which is of
more value there, than in Epgland.

When | left my dear mother ! had a large
quantity of gold about me, as is the cuftom of
our country; it was made into rings, and they
were linked into one another, and formed into a
kind of chain, and fo put round my neck, anm;

an
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and legs, and a large picce hanging at one ear
almoft in the fhape ot a pear. I found all this
troublefome, and was glad when my new mafter
took it from me*—I was now wathed, and
clothed in the Dutch or Englith manner.-—-My
mafter grew very fond of me, and I loved him
exceedingly. I watched every look, was always
teady when he wanted me, and endeavoured to
convince him, by every alion, that my only
pleafure was to ferve him well. I have fince
thought that he muft have been 2 ferious man.
His a&ions correfponded very well with fuch 2
chara&ter.—He ufed to read prayers in public to
the thip’s crew every 8abbath day ; and when
firft I faw him rezd, | was never fo furprifed in
my whole life as when I faw the book talk to mj
mafter ; for I thought it did, as I obferved hi
to lock upon it, and move his lips.—I wifhed it
would do fo to me.—As foon as my mafter had
done reading I followed him to the place where
he put the book, being mightily delighted with it,
and when nobody faw me, I opened it and put
my ear down clofe upon it, in great hope that it
would fay fomething to me ;3 but wes very forry
and greatly difappoinied when I found it would
not fpcak, this thought immediately prefented
itfelf to me, that every body and every thing de-
{fpifed me becaufe I was black,

* If it is thought flrange that I fbould be fold for

Juch a trifie with all my golx ormaments, it »ujt be con-
Jfidered; that a commoadity fo uncommon in Africa is va-

lucd by the Blacks far bevond the quantity of gola I bad

abous me, which te them is wery trifling,

B2 Iwas
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I was exceedingly fea-fick at firft j but when [
became more accuftomed to the fea, it wore off.
—My mafter’s fhip. was bound for. Barbadoes.:
When we came there, he thought fit to fpeak of
me to feveral gentlemen of his acquaintance, and
one of them expreft a particular defire to fee me.
—He bhad a great mind to buy me ; but the cap-
tain could not immediately be prevailed on to part
with me ; but however, asthe gentleman feemed.
very flolicitous, he at length let me go, and I was
fold for fifty dollars (four and fixpenny pieces in
Englifp). My new mafter’s name was Vanhorn,
a young gentleman ; his home wasin New Eng-
land in the City of New York; to which place
_be took me with bim. He drefled me in his li-
‘very, and wasvery good to me. My chief bufi-
nefs was to waitat table and tea, and clean knives,
and 1 bad a veryeafy place; but the fegvants ufed
to curfe and fwear furpnzmg y 3 which I learnt
fafter than any thing, ’twas almoft the fuft Eng-
lith I could fpeak. If any of them affronted me,
T was fure to call upon God todama them imme-
diately ; but I was broke of it all at once, occa-
ficned by the cor etion of an old black Tervant
that lived in the family. One day 1 had juft
cleaned the knives for dinnery, when one of the
‘maids took one to cut bread and butter with; I
was very angry with her, and called upon God
to damn her ; when this old black man told me
_{ muft not fay fo. [ afked him why ? He replied
‘thexe was, a wnckcd man called the Devil, that
lived in hell," and would take all that faid thefe
. words, and put them in-the fire and burn them.
~ «=This terrified me greatly, and [ was entirely

broke

5 y
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broke of {wearing.—~-Soon after this, as I was
placing the china for tea, my miftrefs came into
the room juft as the maid had bren cleaning it;
the girl had unfortunately fprinkled the wainfcot
with the mop ; at which my miftrefs was angry ;,
the girl very foolifhly anfwered her again, which
made her worfe, and fhe called upon God todamn
her.—I was va&ly concerned to hear this, as fhe
was a fine young lady, and very good to me, in-
fomuch that I could not help fpeaking to her,
- Madam, fays I, you muft not fay fo: Why, fays
fhe? Becaufe there is a black man called the
Devil that lives in hell, and he will put you in
the fire and burn you, and I fhall be very forry
for that.  Who told you this? replied my lady 3
Old'Ned, fays I. Very well, was all her an-
fwer : but fhe told my mafter of it, and he or-
dered that old Ned fhould be tied up and whipped,
and was never {uffcred to come ‘into the kitchen
with the reft of the fervants afterwards. My
miftrefs was ot angry with me, but. rather di~
verted with my fimplicity,, and, by way of talk,
fhe repeated what I had faid to many of her ac-
quaintance that vifited hcr ; arﬁong the reft, Mr,
Freelandhoufe, a very gracious, good mxm&er,
beard it, and he took a great deal of notice of
me, and defired my mafter to part with me to
him. He would not h%ar of itat firft, but, being
greatly perfuaded, he let'me'go, and Mr. Free-
landhoufe gave Fifty pounds for me.—He took
me home with hlm, and made me kneel down,
and put my two hands togethcr and prayed for
me, and every night and morning he did the fame.
-—I could not make-out what it was for, nor the
' B 3 meaning
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meaning of it, nor what they fpoke to when
they talked.—1I thought it comical, but I liked.
it very well.—After I had been a little while with
my new mafter I grew more familiar, and afked
him the meaning of prayer, (I could haidly
fpeak Englith to be underftood :) he took great
pains with me, and made me underftand that he

prayed to God, who Lived in Heaven ; that He

was my Father and BEsT Friend. I told him.
that this muft be a miftake ; thac my father lived
at BourNoU, and 1 wanted very much to fee
him, and likewife my dear mother, and fiiter,
and | withed he would be fo good as to fend me
home to them ; and I added all I could think of
to induce him to convey me back. { appeared
in great tiouble, and my good mafter was fo much
affeCted that the tears ran down his face.  He
told me that God was a GrEAT and Good
SriryT, that Hecreated all the world, and cvery
perion and thing in it, in Erhiopia, Africa, and
America, and every where. I wasdelighted when
1 heard this: There, fays I, [ always chought fo
when I lived at homet? Now if { had wings like
an eagle T would fly tell to my dear mother that
God is greater than the fun, moop, and ftars;
and that they were made by *lim,

1 wasexceedingly pleafed with this information
of my mafter’s, becaufe w correfponded {o well
with my own opimen ; { thought now if I could
but get home, 1 thould Le wifer than all my coun-
try-folks. my grandfather, or father, or mother,
or any of them—DBut though I was fomewhat
enlightened by this information of my mafter’s,
yet, I had no other knowledge of God but d;lat
| e
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HMe was a-Goobp SpiriT, and created every bodysy
and every thing.—=I never was fenfible in myfelf,
nor had any one ever told me that He would:
punifh the wicked, asd love the juft, 1 wasonly;
glad that I had been told there was a God becaufe:

1 had always thought fo. !
My dear kind mafter grew very fond of mey

as was his lady ; fhe put me to (chool, but I was!
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uneafy at that, and did not hke to go; but my:
mafter and miftrefs requeftcd me to learn in the
gentleft terms, and peifusded me to attend my:
fchool without any anger at all; at laft, I came
to like it better, and learnt to read pretry well,
My fchoolmafter was a good man, his name was,
Vanofdore, and very indulgent to me.—I was in.
this ftate when one Sunday | heard my mafter
preach from thefe words out of the Revelations,
chap. i, v. 7. Behold, He cometh in the clouds, and
every eye foall fee bim and they that pierced Him.
Thefe words affeéted me exceflively ; 1 was in
great agonies becaufe I thoush: my mafter virec=
ted them to me only : and, I fancied, that
he obferved me with unufual earneftoefs.~—I was
farther confirmed in this belief as I looked round
the church, and could fee no one perfon befide
myfelf in fuch griet and diftrefs as I was; I be=
gan to think that my mafter hated me, and was
very dcfirous to go heme to my own country 3
for I thought that if God did come (as he faid)
He would befure to be mofk angry with me, as I
did noc know what He was, nor had ever hecard

©f him befor:,
I went home im great trouble, but faid nothing
to any body.==l was fomewhat afraid of my maf-
ter;
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ter; T thought he difliked me —The next text I
heard him preach from was, Heb xii. 14. Follow
peace with oll men, and bolznej}, without which no'
man fhall fee ithe LORD. H- preached toe law’
fo {cverclyy that it made me tremble.—He faid,
that GOD would judge the whole world ;——
Ethiopia. Afia, and Africa, and every where.
1 was now exceffively perplexed, and undeter-
mined what t0 do; as I had now reafon to be-
licve my fituation would be equally bad to go as
to ftay. * I keptthele thoughts to myfelf, and fald
nothing to any perfon whatever.
I thould have complained to my good mlf’trcfs .
of this grea: trouble of 'mind, but fhe had been
a little ftrange to me for feveral days before this
happened,’ occafioned by a ftory told of me by
one of the maids. The fervants were all jealous,.
and envied me the regard and favour fhewn. me.
by my mafter and miftrefs; and the Devil being’
alwavs ready and diligent in wickednefs, “had in-
fluenced this girl to make a 'lie on me. -V his
happened about hay-harveft, and ‘one day when_
I was unloading the waggon to put the hay into
the barn, fhe watched an opportunity, in my ab-
fencc, to take the fork out of the ftick, and hide
it: when Icame again to my work and could not
find it, T was a good deal vexed, but I concluded
it was dropt fomewhere among the hay; fo I
went and bought anether with my ewn money
‘when the girl faw that I'had another, fhe was {o
malicious that thetold my miftrefs I was very un~
faithful, and not the perfon fhe took me for ; and
that fhe knew I bad, without my mafter’s per-
miffion, ordered'many things in his name, th;t
) . ¢
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he muft pay for; and as a proof of my earelefi~'
nefs produced the fork the had taken out of the
ftick, and faid {he had found it outof doois. *
My lady, not knowing the truth of thefe things,
was a liftle thy to me, till the mentioned it, and
then I foon cleared myfelf, and cenvinced her
that thefe accufations were falfe.

- I continued in a moft unhappy flate for many
days. My good miftrefsinfifted on knowing what
was the matter, When | made known my fitua=
tion, fhe gave me John Bunyan on the holy war
to read : I found his experience fimilar to my
own, which gave me reafon to fuppofe he muft
be abad man; as I was convinced of my own
corrupt nature, and the mifery of myown heart:
and as he acknowledged that he was lhikewife in
the fame condition, I experienced no relief at all
in reading his work, but rather the reverfe. I'took
the book tomy lady, and informed her I did not
like it at all, it was concerning a wicked man as
bad as myfelf ; and I did not chufe to read it, and
I defired her to give me another, wrote by a
better man that was holy and without fin. She
aflured me that John Bunyan was a good man,
but fhe could not convince me ; T thought him to
be too much like myfelf to be upright, as his
experience feemed to anfwer with my own.

Iam very fenfible that nothing but the great.
power and unfpeakable mercies of the Lord could
Jrelieve my foul from the heavy burden it laboured
-under at that time. - A few days after my mafter
gave me Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted.  This
iwas no relief to me neither; on the contrary it
j occafioned as much diftrefsin me as_ the other
sl | had
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had before done, as ii invited all toeome to Chriffs
an? I found myfelf fo wieked and miferable that
I could not come. This confideration threw me
into agonies that ¢annot be defcribed ; infomuch
that T even attempted to put an end to my life.s
I took one of the large cafe knives and wentinto
the ftable with an intent to deftroy myfelf; and
as J endeavoured with all my ftrength to force the
knife into my fice, it benmt double. I was in=
ftantly ftruck with horror at the thought of my
own rafhnefs, and my confeience told me that
had I ucceeded in this attempt [ fheuld probably
have gone to Hell.

I could find no relief, mor the leaft fhadow of
comiort; the extreme diftrefs of my mind fo
affcéted my bealth that I continued very ill for
three days and nights; and would admit of no
means to be taken for my recovery, though my
lady was very kind, and fent many things te me 3
but I rejeéted every means of relief and wifhed
to die. I would not go into my awn bed, but
lay in the ftable upon flraw. I feir all the hor-
gors of a troubled conicience, fo hard to be boine,
and faw all the vengeance of God ready to over-
take me. I wesfenfible that there was no way
for me to be faved unlefs I came to CHRIsT,
and ] could not come te Him: I thought it was
impoflible He fhould seceive fuch a finner as
 The laft night that 1 continwed in this place,
in the midft of my diftiefs thefe words were

- brought home upen my mind, Bebold the Lamb

of God. 1 was tomething comforted at this, and
began to grow eafier and wifhed for day that h{
| e
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might find thefe words in my Bible,—1 rofe very
.early the following morning, and went to my
fchool-mafter, Mr, Vanofdore, and communie
-cated the fituation of my mind to him; he wag
- greatly rejoiced to find me enquiring the way tg
Zion, and bleffed the Lord who had worked (o
~wonderfully for me a poor heathen.—I was more
familiar with this good gentleman than with my
maiter, er any other perfon; and found myfelf
more at liberty to talk to him; he encouraged
me greatly, and prayed with me frequently, and
I was always benefited by his difcourfe.

About a quarter of a mile from my mafter’s
houfe ftood a large remarkable fine oak tree, in
the midft of a woad ; I often ufed to be employ-
ed there in cutting down trees, a work I was very

fond of. I feldom failed going,to this place every
 day ; fometimes twice a day if I could be fpared,

It was the higheft pleafure | ever experienced to
fet under this oak ; for there I ufed to pour out
all my complaints to the LORD: and when [
had any particular grievance I ufed to go there

-and talk to the tree, and tell my forrows as if it

had been to a friend.

Here [ often lamented my own wicked heart,
and undone ftate ; and found more comfort and
confolation than ever I was fenfible of before.—
Whenever I was treated with tidiculeor contempt,
I ufed to come here and find peace. I now began
torelith the book my mafter gave me, Baxter's Ca/l

- 80 the Unconverted, and took great delight in it,
. was always glad to be employed in cutting wood,

it was a great part of my bufinefs, and I followed
my
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-my heart lifted up to GOD, and I was enabled to
«pray continually ; and blefled for ever be his Holy
Name, he faithfully anfwered my prayers. I can
never be thankful enough to Almighty GOD for
£ :ge many comfortable opportunities I expeﬂenccd
« there.

It is poffible the circumftance T am going to re-
late will not gain credit with many; but this I
know, that the joy and comfort it conveyed to
me cannot be exprefled, and only conceived by
thofe who-have experienced the like,

I was one day in a moft delightful frame of
mind ; my heart fo overflowed with love and gra-
titude to the Author ef all my comforts.—I was
fo drawn eut of myfelf, and fo filled and awed by

+ the Prefence of God, that I faw (or thought I
faw) light inexpreffible dart down from Heaven
upon me, and fhone around me for the fpace of a

« minute.—I continued on my knees, and joy un=

s fpeakable’ took pofleflion of my foul.—"The peace

Jand. ferenity that filled my mind after this was
swanderful, and cannot be told.—1I would not

3have changed fituations, or been any one but my-
felf for the whole world.—I bleft God for ‘my

_poverty,'that [.had no worldly riches or frande ur

to draw my heart from Him.: ‘1 wifthed at that
~time, if it had been poflible for me, to have con-

. tinued.on:that fpot forever. ' [elt an unwilling-
-nefs’in myfelt. 10 have any thmg more to do' ‘with

“ithesivorld, or:to'mix with fociety again, J feemed

- torpoflefs afullfaﬁ'urance that ‘my fins" were. for-

.given me.«:1"'went ‘home all my way rejoicing,

band thisl text of fcripture came foll upon my
iminds . And I will make an everlafling  covenant

U with
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with them, that I will not turn away from them,
to do them good 3 but 1 will put my fear in their
kearts that they jball not depart from me. The firft
opportunity that prefented idelf, I went to my
old fchool-mafter. and made known to him the
happy ftate of my foul, who joined with me in
praife to God for his mercy to me the vileft of
finners —1 was now perfeétly ealy, and had hard-
ly a with to make beyond what I poflefled, when
my temporal comforts were all blafted by the
death of my dear and worthy mafter Mr, Free-
landhoufe, who was taken from this world rather
{uddenly : he had but a fhort illnefs, and died of
a fever. I held his hand in mine when he de-
parted ; he told me he had given me my freedom.
I was at liberty to go where [ would,—He ad-
ded that he nad always prayed for me, and hoped
I fhould be kept unto the end. My mafter left
me by his will ten pounds, and my freedom.

I found that if he had lived *twas his mtention
to take me with him to Holland, as he had often
mentioned me to fome friends of his there that
were defirous to fec me ; but I chofe to continue
with my miftrefs, who was as good to me as if
{he bad been my mother.

The lofs of Mr. Freelandhoufe diftrefled me
greatly, but I was rendered ftill more unhappy
by the clouded and perplexed f{ituation of my
mind ; the great enemy of my foul beinz ready
to torment me, would prelent my own mifery
to me in fuch ftriking light, and diftrefs’ me with
doubts, fears, and fuch a deep fenfe vf my own
unworthinefs, that after all the comfort and en-
couragement I had received, I was often tempted
WA C to
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to believe 1 fhould be a caft-way at laft.———eThe
more I faw of the Beauty and Glory of God, the
more I was humbied. under a fenfe of my own
vilenefs. I often repaired to my old place of
prayer ; Ifeldom came away without confolation:
One day this Scripture was wonderfully applied
to my mind, And ye are compleat in Him which is
the Head of all principalities and- power.—The
Lord was pleafed: to comfort me. by, the applica~
tion of many gracious promifes.at times when I
was ready to {ink under my trouble, Wherefore
He is able alfo to [ave them to the uttermoft that
come unto God by Him, [eeing He ever liveth to make
interceffion for them. Hebrews x. ver. 14¢  For

by one offering He hath perfected. for ever them that
are [anitified.

My kind indulgent miftrefs lived but two years
after my mafter. Her death was a great affliGtion
to me. She left five fons, all young men, and
minifters of the Gofpel.——I continued with
them all, one after another, till they died: they
lived but four years after their parents. When
it pleafed God to take them to Himfelf, I was left
quite deftitute, without a friend in the world.
But I who had fo often experienced the Goodnefs
of GOD, trufted in Him to do what He pleafed
with me. I this helplefs condition I went in
the wood to prayeras ufual ; and thoughthe fnow
'was a confiderable height, 1 was not fenfible of
celd, or any other inconveniency ——At times
indeed when [ faw the world frewning round me,
1 was tempted to think that the LLORD had for-
fukcn me; | found great relief from the contem-
plation of thefe words in 1faiah xLix, v. 16. Bebold
‘ 1 have
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1 'have graven thee on the palms of my hands 3 thy
evalls ‘are continually before me. And very many
comfortable promifes were fweetly applied to me,
The Ixxxix. Plalm and 34th veife, My covenant
wwill T not break, nor alter the thing that is gene out
of -my lips. Hebrews chap xvi.v. 17, 18. Phil-
lippians, chap. i. v. 6 ; and feveral more,

As T had now loft all my dear and valued friends
every ptace in the world was alike to me. ~ I had
for a great while entertained a defire to come to
ENGLAND. — [ imagined that all the inhabitants
of this ifland were Aaly ; becaufe ali thofe that had
vifited my matter from thence were good, (Mr.
Whitfield was his particular friend) and the au-
thors of the books that had been given me were all
Englith. But above all places in the world I
wifhed to fee Kidderminfter; for T could not but
think that on the fpot where Mr. Baxter had
lived, and preached, the people muft be all
righteous.

The fituation of my affairs required that I
fhould tarry a little longer in New York, as I
was fomething-in debt, and was embarrafled how

. to pay it.—About this time a2 young gentleman,
that was a particular acquaintance of one of my
young mafters, pretended to be a friend (o me,
and promifed to pay my debts, which were three
pounds; and he aflured me he would never expe&
the money again, — But in lefs than a month he
came and demanded it ; and when [ aflured him}
had nothing to pay, he threatened to fell me,—=
Though I knew he had no right to do that, yet
as | had no friend in the world to go to, it alarmed
me greatly, = At length he purpofed my going a

C2 privateer-
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privateering, that I might by thefe means be en=
abled to pay him, to which I agreed.—Qur Cap-
t2in’s NAME Was w—— I went in charaéter
of cook to him.—Near St.. Domingo we came up
to five French fthips, merchant men,.—We had a
very {mart engagemcnt that continued from eight
in the morning till three in the afternoon ;3 when
victory ‘declared on our fide.—Socn after this we
were met by three Englith fhips, which joined
us, and that encouraged us to attick a flcet of
thirty- fix thips.—We boarded the three firft, and
then followed the others, and had the fame fuccefs
with twelve; but the reft efcaped us. There
was a great deal of blood fhed, and I was near
death feveral times, but the LORD preferved me,
I met with meny enemies, and much perfecu-
tion among the failors : onec of them was particu-
larly unkind to me, and fludied ways to vex and
te:ze me.—] cannot help mentioning one circums
ftance that hurt me more than all the reft, which
was, that he fnatched a book out of my hand that
I was very fond of, and ufed frequently to amufe
myfelf with, and threw it into the (ea. But
what is remarkable, he was the firft that was
killed in our engagement, — [ do not pretend to
fay that this happened becaufe he was not my
friend; but I thought it was a very awful pro-
vidence to fee how the enemies of the LORD-are
cut off. ' :

Our Captain was a cruel hard-hearted man. [
was exceflively forry for the prifoners we took in
general ; but the pitiable cafe of one young gentle=
man grieved me to the heart,—He appeared very
amiable ; was ftrikingly handfome. Our Capt:;ikn

_ A , : to
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“took four thoufand pounds from him ; but that
did not fatisfy him, as he imagined he was pof-
fefled of more, and had fomewhere concealed it:
“fo that the Captain threatened h.m with death (2t
“which e appeared 'n the deepeft diftrefs), and took
the buckles our of his fhoe:, and untied his hair,
which was very fine and long, and in which {eve-
‘ral very valuable rings were faftened. He came
into the cabin to me, and in the moft obliging
terms imaginible afked for {omething to eat and
drink ; which when I gave hum, he was fo thanke
ful and pretty in his manner, that my heart bled
for him ; and [ heartily wifhed that I could have
fpoken in any language in which the (hip’s crew
would not have underftood me, that I might
have let him known his danger ; for I heard the
Capain fay he was refolved upon his death: and
he put his barbarous defign into exccution, for he
took him on fhore with one of the fallurs, and
there they fhot him.

This circumftance affe@ed me exceedmgly 5 I
could not put him out of my-mind a long while.
— When we returned to New York. the Cap-
tain divided the prize money among us that we
had taken. When I was called upon to receive
my part, I waited upon Mr. (the gentle-
man that paid my debt and was the occafion of
my going abroad), to know if he chofe to go
‘with me to receive my money, or if I fhould
bring him what I owed ——He chofe to go with
me ; and when the Captain laid my money on
‘the “table (it was an hundred and thirty five
pounds), I'defired Mr., — to take what I

as mdebted to him ; and he (wept it all into his
Bt C3 handker-
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handkerchief, and would never be prevailed on to
give me a farthing of money, nor any thing at all
befide.=~And he likewife fecuted a hogfhead of
fugar, which was my due from the fame fhip.-
The Captain, was very angry with him for this
piece of cruelty to me, as was every other perfon
that heard it.—But I have reafon to believe (as he
was one of the principal merchants in the city)
that he tranfadted bufinefs for him, and on that
account did not chufe to quarrel with him.

At this time a very wo:thy gentleman, a wine
merchant, his name Dunfcum, took me under
his proteétion, and would have recovered o
v

7
-

fet it alone ; that I had rdther be quiet ==l be-

lieved it would never profper with him, and foit

happened ; for by a feries of loffes and misfor-
tunes he became poor, and was foon after drown-

‘ed, as he was on a party of pleafure.—T he veflel

was driven out to fea, and ftruck againfta rock,
by which means every foul perifhed. fin g
I was very much diftrefled when I heard it,
and felt greatly for his family, who were reduced
to very low circumftances.——I never knew how
to fet a proper value on money.. 1f I had buta
little meat and drink to {upply the prefent necef-
faries of life, I never wifhed for more ;. and when
I had any, [ always gave it if ever I faw an obje&
in diftrefs. [If it was not for my dear wife and
children, I fhould’ pay as little regard to money

now as I did at that time ———I continued {ome g

time with Mr. Dunfcum as his fervant; he was

very kind to me.—But I had a vaft in¢lination to

vifit EnéLAND, and wilhed continually  that u:;
e wo
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‘would pleafe providence to make a clear way for
me to fee this ifland. I entertained a notion that
if I could get to Envcranp, I fhould never
more experience eithrer cruelty or ingratitude, fo
that I was very defirous te get among Chriftians,

I knew Mr, Whitfield very well. --[ had heard
him preach often at New lem —alni this difpo=
fition I lifted in the twenty eighth regment of
footy who were defigned for Martinico m the late
‘war. — We went it Admiral Pocock’s fleét from
New York to Barbadoes ; from thenee o Marti-
‘nico.==When that was taken we procéeded to the
Havannah, and took that place llkemfg.--Thel‘e
¥ got difcharged.

I was then worth' about chirty po\mds., but 1
never regarded money in the lealt ; nor would I
tarry to receivé my prize-nioney, left | fhou
lofe my chance of going to' Englind =<1 went
with the Spanifls. prifoners to Spain'; and cadie
to Old: Boglind with' ¢he Engl.fly pnl‘omw =
cannot deféribe’ my joy when we were within
fight of Portfmouth:  But | was aftonified when
we landed, to hear the inhabitants of tHat place
curfe and {wear, and:dthegwifc profane. Fex-
pe&ed to find nothing but goodnefs, géntlenefs,
and -meckiefs, in cis Chriftian anid I then
fuffercd grout perplexities of mind. &

'Tenquired if any ferious Chriftian p%opfé refided
there; The woemaa [ made this' enquiry of an-
fwered mé v the affirmvacive ; and added, that (Re
was-one of thedr. Fwas hearcily glad to hear Her
fay fo; I thought I' couvld give her my whole
Beari, She kept a public-houfe —[ depofited

Mbu all:the mioney F Had aot an immediate
occation
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. occafion for ; -as 1 thought it would be fafer with
bher.—It was twenty-five guinecas; but fix of
.them 1 defired her 1o lay out to the beft advantage
~to buy me fome fhirts, a hat, and fome o.ier
neceflaries. | made her a prcfent of a very‘hand-
*fome large looking glafs, that-1 had brought with
me from Marnmco in order to recompence her
for the trouble | had given her. - I muft do this
woman the juftice to acknowledge, that fhe did
lay cut fome little for my ufe: but the nineteen
guineas, and part of the fix, with my watch, fhe
would not return, but denied that I i gave -

it her. i
I foon perceived that I was got among bad
‘people, - who defrauded me of my money and
watch ; and that all my promifed happinefs was
bisfted. I had no friend but G D, and 1 prayed
to H'm earneftly. I could fcarcely believe it pol-
fible that the place where fo many eminen' Chrif-
tians had lived and preached, could abound with
fo much wickednels and:deceit. I thought it
worfe than Sodom (confidering the grcat advantages
they have). I cried like a child, and thar almoft
continualiy : at length GOD heard ‘my praycrs
and raifed me a triend indeed. : 1
This publicai had a brother who lived on
Portimouth Common ; his wife was a very fe-
gious good woman.———When fhe heard of ‘the
treatment 1 had met with, the came and enquired
into my real fituation, and was greatly troubled
at the ill ufage | had received, and tovk me
home to her ewn houfe.—1I began now to rejoice,

and my prayer was turned into praife. She made

ufe of all the arguments in her power to prevail
on
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on her who had wronged me, to return my watch
and mcney ; but it was ‘o no purpofe. As fhe had
given me no receipt. and I had nothing to thew
for it, I could not desmand it.—My goed friend
was exceffively argry with her, and obliged her
to give me back four guineas, which the fad {he
gave me out of charity ; tho’ in fal it was my own,

"and much more. She would have employed

fome rougher means, to oblige her to give up my
money; but [ would not fuffer her. Let it go,
fays I.-¢¢ My GOD is in Heaven *”  Still | did
not-mind my lofs in the leaft: all that grieved me
was, that | had been difappointed in finding fome
Chriftian friends, with whom I hoped to enjoy a
little {weet and comfortable fociety.

I thought the beft method that I could take
now was to go to London, and find out Mr.
Whitfield, who was the only living foul I knew
in England, and get him to diret me to fome
way or other to procure ‘a living ‘without being
troublefome to any perfon.—I took leave of my
Chriftian friend at Portfmouth, and went in the
ftage to London. A creditable tradefman in
the city, who went up with me in the ftage, of-
fered to thow me’ the way to Mr. Whitfield’s
Tabernacle: ' Knowing that [ wasa perfect ftran-
ger, I thought it very kind, and accepted his of-
fer ; but he obliged me to give him Half-a-crown
for going with me, and likewife infifted on my

~ giving him Fwe fhillings more for condu&ing me
~ to Dr. Gifford’s Meeting, ' .

- I began now to entertain a very different idea
of the inhabitants of England than what T had
figured to myfelf befoie I came amonglt them.

M.
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w—Mr. Whitfield received .me -very friendly,
was heartily glad to fee me, and.direCted me to
a proper place to board and ,lodge in Petticoats
lane, till he counld think of fome way to fettle
me in, and.paid for my lodging, and all -my ex-
pences. The mornin% after I .came tomy:new
lodging, as I was .at breakfaft with .the gentle-
woman of the houfe, 1 heard the.noife of .fome
looms over our heads: lenquired what it was;
fhe told me a perfon was weaving filk.—d ex-
prefled a great defire to fee it, and afked af 1
might : She told me fhe would go up with .me;
fhe was fure I fhould be very welcome. She was
as good as her word, and as {oon as we entered
the room, the perfon that was weaving looked
about, and fmiled upon us, and Iloved her from
that moment.==She afked me many.queftions,and {
in turn talked a great deal to her. -1 found the
was a member of Mr. Allen’s Meeting, and :I
began to entertain a good opinion of - her, though
1 was almoft afraid to indulge this inclnation,
leaft fhe fhould prove like all the xeft 1 had met
with at Poertfmouth, &c. and which had almoft
given me a diflkke to all white ,women. = But
after a fhort acquaintance i had the happinels to find
fhe was very difierent, andquite fingere, and I
was aot without hope that fhe enteripinied fome
efteem for me. We often went together $o hear
Dr. Gifford, and as I had always a propenfity:te
relieve every objeét in diftrefs as far as 1 was able,

I ufed te rive to all that complained to me;

fometimes half a guinea at a time, as I did ot
¢nderfland the real valoe of it.  This gracious,
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good worman took great pains to corre& and ad-
vife me 1a'that and many other refpets.

After | had been in London abou: fix weeks T
was recommended to' the notice of {fome of my
late maffer M Freelandhoufe’s acquaintance,,
who had heard him f{peak fiequently of me. I
was much perfuaded by them to go to Holland,—
My Mafter Lived there before he bought me, and
ufed to fpeak of me {o refpettully among hig
friends thete, that it raifed in them a curiofity to
fee me; particularly the Gentlemen engaged in
the Miniftry, who exprefled a defire to hear my.
gxperience’and examine me. I found that it was
gy good old Mafter’s defign'that [ fhould have
gone if hethad lived ; for which reafon I refolved
upon going to Holland, and informed my dear
friend Mr. Whitfield of my intention ; he was
much averfe to my going ac firft, but after I gave
him my reafons he appeared very well fatisfied.
1 likewife informed my Betty (the good woman
that I have mentioned above) of my determina-
tion to go to Holiand, and I'told her that I be-
lieved that the was'to'be my Wife : thatif it was
the LORD’s Will | defired it; butnot elfe,wme=
She made' me very little an(wer, but has fince
told me, fhe did not chink it at that time.

I embarked at Tower- Wharf at four o’clock
in the merning, and arrived at Amfterdam the
next day by three o’clock i the afternoon. I had
feveral letters of recomimendation to0 my old maf=
ter’s friends, who received me very gracioufly.——
Indeed one of the chicf' Minifters was particularly
good 10-me ; he kept'me at his houfe a long while,
and took- great-pleafure m'afking quettions, which'

' I an-
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I anfwered with delight, being always ready to
fay, Come unto me all ye that fear GOD, and I
will tell what be hath done for my Soul. I cannot
but admire the footfteps of providence, aftonithed
that I fhould be fo wonderfully preferved! Tho’
the Grandfon of a King, I have wanted bread,
and fhould have been glad of the hardeft couft I
ever faw. I who, at home, was furrounded and
guarded by flaves, fo that no indifferent perfon

might approach me, and clothed with gold, bhave
been inhumanly threatened with death, and fre-
quently wanted clothing to defend me from the
inclemency of the weather: yet I never mur-
mured, nor was I difcontented. lam wxllmg
and cven defirous to be counted as nothing, a
ftranger in the world, and a pilgrim here ; for
1 know that my REDEEMER liveth ; and I am
thankful for every trial and troubie that I have
met with, as I am not without hope that they
have been all fanctified to me.

The Calvinift Minifters defired to bear my Ex-
perience from myfelf, which propolal I was very
well pleated with: fo I ftood before thity-eight
minifters every Thuifday for feven weeks toge-
ther, and they were all very well fatisfied. — They
wrore down my Experience as I fpoke it ; and the
Lorp ALMIGHTY was with me at that time 1n
a remarkable manner, and gave me words, and

e abled me to anfwer them; fo great was his
m. rcy to take me in hand, a peor blind hea-
then.

At this time a very rich merchant at Amfter-
dam ~ffired to take me inte his family in the ca-
pacity of his butler, and I very willingly accepted.

it.
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it. He was a gracious worthy gentleman, and
very good to me. He treated me more like a
friend than a fervant. - I tarried a twelvemonth,
but was not thoroughly contented, I wanted to
fee my wife (that is now) ; and for that reafon I
-wifhed to return to ENGLAND : I wrote to her
once in my abfence, but the did not anfwer my
letter ; and I muft acknowledge if fhe had, it
would have given me a lefs opinion of her.—
My Mafter and Miftrels perfuaded me much not
to leave them, and likewife their two fons who
entertained a good opinion of me ; and if I had
found my Betty married on my arrival in Enc-
LAND, I fhould have returned to them again
immediately. ,
My Lady purpofed my marrying her maid ;
_fhe was an agreeable young woman, had faved a
good deal of money, but I could not fancy her,
though fthe was willing to accept of me, but I
told her my inclinations were engaged in Enc-
LAND, and I eould think of no other perfon.—
On my return home 1 found my DBetty difen-
aged.—S8he had refufed feveral offers in my ab-
ence, and told her fifter that, fhe thought, if
ever {he married 1 was to be her hufband.
~ Soon after I came home, I waited on Doétor
Gifford, who took me into his family, and was
exceedingly good to me. The charaéter of this
pious worthy Gentleman is well known; my
praife can be of no ufe or fignification at all.e=
I hope I fhall ever gratefully remember the many
favours I have received from hLim,—Soon after
I came to Do&or Gifford I expreiled a defire to .

be admitted into their Church, and fet down

D with
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with them ; they told me I muft fir? be baptiz-..
ed ; fo'T gave in myexperience before the Church,..
with which they were very well fatisfied, and I
was baptized by Do&or Gifford with fome others.
I then made known my intentions of being mar- .
ried 3 but I found there were many objeétions,
againft it becaufe the perfon I had fixed on was
poor. She was a widow, her hufband had left
her in debt, and with a child, fo that they per-.
fuzded me againft it out of real jegard to me.—
But I had promifed and was refolved to have her ;.
as I knew her to be a gracious  woman, her.poe
verty was no objection to me, as they: had no=
thing elfe to fay againft her. When my friends.
found that they could not alter my opinion. re-
{pe&ing her, they wrote to Mr. Allen, the Mi-
nifter the attended, “to perfuade her to leave me 31
but hereplied,  that he weuld not interfere at all, |
that we might do as we would. 1 was refolved.
that all my wife’s little debt fhould be paid before.
we were married ; fo that I fold almoft every,
thing I had, and with all the money I could raife,
cleared all that fhe owed, and I never. did any,
thing with a better will in all my Life, becaufe,
I firmly believed that we fthould, be very happy.,
together, and fo it proved, for fhe was given
me from the LORD. And I have found her,
a blefled partner, and we never repented, though .
we have gone through many great, troubles and
difficulties. | £ i o6 neY st
My wife got a very good 'livx.x)gdtgy weaving, |
and could do extremely well; but juft at that .
gme there was great . difturbance among the |

wyeavers 3 {o that [ was.afraid to let my wife -

work,

OF MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



(0 oy

works «lcaﬁ they fhould . infitt on my joining the
‘rioters, which I could not think of ,~and, poffibly,
if I had refufed to do fo they would have knock-
ed me on the head.=—~So that by thefe means my
wife could get no employ, neither had I work
‘enough to maintain my family. ' We had notyet
‘been married a year before all thefe misfortunes
overtook us..

Jult at this time 2, gentleman, - thiat fecrneu
much concerned forius, advifed me to go into

_Effex with him, and promifed to get me em-

ployed —I accepted his kind propofaly and he
fpoke to a friend of his, a Quakery a' gentleman
of large fortune, who refided a little way out of

the town of Colcbcﬁcr ; his name was Hanbury’

he ordered hn; fteward to fet me to work.

There were feveral employed in the fame way
with myfelf. I was very thankful and contented
though my wages were but fmall.—I was allowed
but eight pence a day, and found myfelf; but
after I had been in this fituation for a fortnight,
my mafter, being told that a Black was ‘at work
for him, \had an inclination to fee 'me. 'He was”
pleafed to talk to me for fome time, and at laft
enquired what wages I had ;-when I told him, he

declared it was too Lttle,-and immediately or-

dered his fteward to let me have eighteen pence a

'day, which - he conftantly, gave me' after 5 md'l

then did extremely well.

1 did not bring my wife. with me ¢ I came ﬁ'rﬁ
alone, and it was-my defign, if things anfwered

“according to our, wifhes, te fend for her.~=I was

now thinking to defire her to come to me, when I
received a letter to inform me the was juft brought
Da to-



tized t
UNIVERSITY OF M

( 40 )

to-bed, and in want of many neceflaries,==This

news was agreat trial to me and a frefh «fiGion :
but my GOD, faztbful and abundant in' mercy,
forfook me not in this trouble.—As I could not
read Englifh, I was obliged to apply to fome one
to read the letter I received, relative to my wife,
I was dire@ed by the good Providence of Gob
toa worthy young gentleman, a Quazker, and
friend of my Mafter.—I defired he would take
the trouble to read my letter for me, which he
readily complied with, and was greatly moved
and affeéicd at the contents ; infomuch that he
faid he would undertake to make a gathering for
me, which he did, and was the firt to contri-
bute to it himflelf. The money was fent that
_evening to LoNpon by a perfon who happened
to be going there ; nor was this All the goodnefs
that I experienced from thefe friends, for, asfoon
as my wife came about and was fit to travel, they
fent for her to me, and were at the whole ex-
pence of her coming ; fo evidently has the love
and mercy of Gop - appeared through every trou-
ble that ever I expericnced. We went on very
comfortably all the fummer.—We lived ina little
cottage' near  Mr. Hanbury’s houfe; but when
the winter came on'l was difcharged, as he had
no further occafion for me. And now the prof-
pe& began to darken upon us again. We thought
it moft advifeable to move our habitation a little
nearer to the town, as the houfe we lived in was
very cold, wet, and ready to tumble down.
The boundlefs goodnefs of GOD to me has
been fo very great, that with the moft humble
gratitude I defire to proftrate myfelf before Hu}: :
SR or
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for T have been wonderfully fupported in every
aflition. My GOD never left me. 1 per-
ceived light #:// through the thickeft darknefs.

My dear wife and I were now both unemploy=
ed, we could get nothing to do. "The winter
proved remarkably fevere,” and we: were reduced
to the greateft diftrefs imaginable,—1 was always
very thy of afking for any thing ; 1 could never
beg; neither did I chufe to make known our
wants to any perfon, for fear of offending, as
we were entire ftrangers ; but our laft bic of bread
was gone, and I was obliged te think of fome-
thing to do for-our fupport.—I did not mind for
myfelf at all ; but to fee my dear wife and chil-
drer in want pierced. me to the heart.—1 now
blamed myfelf for bringing her from London,
as doubtlefs had we continued there we might.
have found friends to keep us from ftarving. The
fnow was at this feafon remarkably deep ; fo that
we could  fee no profpe&t of being relieved. In
this melancholy fituation, ;not knowing what ftep
to purfue, I refolved to make my cafe known to
a Gentleman’s Gardiner that lived near us, and
entreat him to employ me: but when I came to
him my courage failed me, and I was athamed to
make known our real fituation.—I endeavoured
all I could to prevail cn him to fet me to work,
but to no purpofe: he aflured me it was not in
his power : but juft as [ was about to leave himy
he afked me if I would .accept of fome Carrots ?
I took them with great thankfulnefs,. and carried
them home: he gave me four, they were very
large and fipe.. We had nothing to make fire

- with, fo confequently could not boil them: but
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was glad to have téem to eat faw. Qur ygunge&
child was quite an infant ; fo that my wife wa
obliged to chew it, and fed her in that manner
for feveral days.  We allowed ourfelves but one
every day, leaft they fhould not Iaft ’tifl we could
get fome other fupply.  I'was unwillin 5 to eat 4t
all myfelf; ‘nor wouid I-take any the laft day,fha't
we continuéd in this fituation, as 1" could not
bear the thoughe that my dear wife and children
'would be in want of every ‘means of fupport. We
lived in this manner, *till our carrots were all gone :
then my wife began to lament becaufe of our
poor babies; but’l comforted her all { could, ftil]
hoping and-beleiving that my GOP would not let
as diey but that ic would pleafe him | réﬁe\rc us F
which He did by almoft a iiracle. 5

We went to bed, as ufual, before it was quite
dark (becaufe we had nelther firenor candle), but
had not been there leng before fome perfon
knocked at'the door, and enquired if James Al-
bert lived there? I amwered in'the affitmative,
rofe immediately : as foon as I opened the Joor,
I found it was the érvant of an cmmeat Attomcg
who refided at Colchefer. —He afked me, how it
was with me 2 and if I was not almoft (hrved 11
burit out a crying, and told him, I was indeed.
He faid his mafter fuppofed fo, and that, hé wankﬁ
ed to fpeak with me, and that | muff return’ wi th
him. s gentleman’s name was Daniel; he
was a fincere good C (,lmﬂsan. He ufed to h‘m&
and talk with me fraquently when I worked in the
road for Mr. Hanbury, and would have employ-
ed me himfelf, if 1 had wanted work. .-When T
came to hxs hOufe, he told' me that he hﬁd tpo ugh&
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deal aborit -me’of late, and wis apprefien-
ﬁVe that F muft be in Want, and ‘could not be fa-
tisfied till he fent to enquire after me. T made
known miy diftrefs to Him; at which He Was great-
ly affe&ted, and generoully gave me a guinea ; aiid
’romlfdd to,be kind to me ‘ifi futase, "1 eotild
not help exclaiming. O the' mmz? Hereies
iy God ! | prayed unto Him, and hds heard
me; 1trulted in Him and He has preferved me ¢
where fhall | begin to praife Him; or How ﬂﬁﬁ
1 love Him enough ?
- L went immediately and Bougtie forc preid
and cheefe and coal, ard carriéd it Wore. My
dearwife was 1djoiced to fec mle rétaen’ with fome-
thing to €at. - She inftartly got up and dieffed
our Babies, while I made 4 fire, and the  firft
Nobility in the Jand never made a more comfore-
able meal.—==sWe did not forget to think the
LORD for all his goodnefs' to us. “<==Soon aftet
this, as theé fpring eanmi€ on, Mr. Perer Paniel
emmiployed me- in hélping to,pull dowh' a ho*cﬂg
dnd te-building it.: [had then very good work,
_and full-employ. He fene for my vflfe and' chil=
dren to. Colchefter, and provided'us # Houfe whefé
we lived very comfortably =<1 hope I fHatt- AAWay
gratefully agknowledge his kindnefs' to miyfelf dn
family. .-ut.wdihc‘d a't this houfe for more than’ 4
year, ’tifl it was finifhed ; and’ after that I wg
oyed by {éveral fucceffively, and was néver
fo- happy- 4 when I had  fomething to do'; but
pereeiving the winter coming on, and work rather
flack, I wasapprebenfive that we fhould again be
mmut.for become troublefon!e td our frtcmis}m-

» -
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I had at this time an offer made me of going to
Norwich, and haviag conftant employ. My
wife feemed pleafed with this propofal, as the fup-
pofed fhe might get work there in the weavm%
manufa@ory, being the bufinefs the was brough
up to, and more likely to fucceed there than any
other place ; and we thought as we had an oppor-
tunity of moving te a town where we could bath
be .employed, it was moft advifeabie to do fo j and
that probably we might fettle there for our lwes.
— When this ftep was refolved ony I went firft
alone, to fee how it would anfwer, which | very
much repented after; for:it was not in my powet
immediately to fend my wife any fupply, as T/fell
into the hands of a mafter that was neither kind
ner. confiderate, and fhe was réduced to great dif-
trefs, fo that fhe was obliged to fell the few goods
that we had ; and when [ fent for her, was under
the difagreeable neceflity of parting with our'bed.

. When fhe came to Norwich,  { hired a:room
ready furnithed—I expericnced a great deal'of difs
ferencelin the, carriage of my malter from what I
had been accuftomed to from fome ‘of 'my other
mafters. He was very irregular in his payments
to me —My wife hired a loom, and woveall the
leifure time fhe had; and we began to do very
well, till we were overtaken by trefh misfortunes.
Our. three poor children fell ill of: the: fmall ox.
This was a great trial:to us; but fill'l was

fuaded in myfelf we fhould not be forfaken ; gnd

- 1 did all in my power to keep my dear partner’s

{pirits from finking. — Her whole attention now

- was taken up by the children, as fhe could mind

nothing elfe; and all I could get was but littie to
fupport
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fupport a family in fuch a firbation, befide paying for
the hire of cur rcom, which I was obliged to omit
doing feveral weeks: but ‘the woman tc whom we
~were indebted would not excule us; though I promifed
fhe fhould have the very firft monev we could get af-
ter my: children came about; but fhe would not be
Aatisfied, and had the cruelty to threaten us that if we
did not pay her immediately fhe would turnus all mto
_the fireet.
The apprehenfion of this plunged me in the
- deepeft diftrefs, confidering the fituation of my poor
babies : if they had been in health I fhould have been
_1eis fenfible of this misfortune. But My GOD, fi/l
_faithful to bis promife, raifed me a friend. Mr. Hen-
.1y Gurney, a Quaker, a gracious gentleman, heard
of our difirefs; hefent a fervancof his own to the wo-
. man we hired the room of, paid our rént, and bbught
: a}ll the. geods, with my: wxfc 5 Ioom, and gavc u: us
a .
Some other. gbntlemen hearmg of his defign were
i pleafed to affift him in thefe generous aéls, for which
we never can be tharkful enough ; after this my chil-
dren foon cameabout; we began to do pretty well
. again; my-dear wife worked hard and conftant when
- fhe could get woik, but it was 'upon a difagreeable
. footirg, as ber employ was fo' uncertain, fometimes
. fhe couldget nothing to'do and at other times when
i the weavers of: Noravich bad orders from LoNpon
they were fo exccflively hurried, that the people they
.employed were often obliged to “work on" ‘Sundays;
- but, this my wife would never do, ‘and 1t was matter
; of uneaﬁnefs to us that we ‘could not' get our livin
.n a reguolar manner, though we were btk diligent,
induftrious, and willing to work. T was far from
_being happy inamy Mafter, be did not vfe me well.
1 could fcarcely ever get my money from him; but

1378 I con-
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~.ix;«9&'-ieee¢mem-ztiﬂ it pleafed GOD: to-alter my
;atuagon. ' bt ! Lis
s ﬁmgghy friend Mr. Gurney ‘advifed me to fol-
Jow. the employ. of chopping chaff, and -bought me
.an inftrument for that purpofe. - There-were but few

ople in the town that made -this: their bufinefs be-
:K?:P myfelf ;. fo that I did .very well indeed, and we
#mg&epfg .and, bappy.—But.we:did--not : continue
ong in this comfortable ftate : Many of the inferior
.people were envious and:ill natured, and-fet up the
ipe, employ,,.and worked under price.on purpofe to
_get my bufinefs from me,. and they fucceeded fo well
.that I could hardly get any thing to do,-and became
_again_ unfortunate : .« Nor: did this misfortune come
_alone, for juft at this time. we: loft- one.of our-little
_&irls, who died of a fever ; this circumftance occafion-
.ed_us pew troubles, for the Baptift Minifter vefufed to
zgqry her becaufe, we were. not: their mefnbers. ' The
rfon of the parifh denied us becaufe fhe had never
. been baptized.. Iapplied to ther Quakers, but met
. With 1o fuccefs;. this was one of ithe . greateft trials I
_jeyer_met with, as we did not know what to do with
.our poor baby ———At length L.refolved- to dig a
.grave in the garden bebind.the houfe,-and bury-her
x thr,e ;. when the Parfon of ‘the parith fent for me-to
_tell me he would bury the child, but did not chufe
.10 read the burial fervice over her. °I told him Fdid
;{gog:@ipdiﬂ‘ctbetﬁe would or not, as’the child could
ot hear it. i A
~ We met with.a great deal of ill treatment after
% *ﬁif'z and found it very. difficult to live.—~We  could
carcely get work to do,.and were obliged to pawn
“our cloaths. ,We were ready tofink under our trou-
_bles.—When I propofed to my wife to go to' Kidder-
mjnfler, and try if we.could do 'there. I had always
,an inclinagion. for that place, and mow -more than
| ~ ever,

ized by Or
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



( 47 )

ever, as I had heard Mr. Fawcet mentioned in the
mott refpetful manner, as a pious worthy Gentle-
man, and I had feen his name in a favourite book of
mine, Baxter's Saints Ewerlafling Reff; and as the
Manufa&ory of Kidderminfler {feemed to promife my
wife fome employment, fhe readily came into my
way of thinking.

I left her once more, and fet out for Kidderminfier,
in order to judge if the fituation would fuit us.-——As
foonas I came there I waited immediately on Mr.,
Fawcet, who was pleafed to receive me very kindly,
and recommended me to Mr. Watfon, who employed
me in twifting filk and worfted together. I conti-
nued here about a fortnight, and when I thought
it would anfwer our expeétation, I returned to Nor-
awich to fetch my wife ; fhe was then near her time,
and too much indifpofed. So we were obliged to
tarry until fhe was brought to-bed, and as foon as
fhe could conveniently travel we .came to Kidders
minfler, but we brought nothing with us, as.we were
obliged to feil all we had to pay our debts, and the
expences of my wife’s illnefs, &c. otk

Such is our fituation at prefent.—~My wife does
every thing that can be expefted from her towards
the maintenance of our family ; and Gob is pleafed
to incline the hearts of his People at times to yield
us their charitable affiftance ; being myfelf through
age and infirmity able to contribute but little to theie

fupport.

Fol N 1.8
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