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 The QXeVWiRQ Rf LaQgXage: MeQ Rf Ma[imV
 aQd The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV

 MaU\ JacRbXV

 The fiUVW TXeVWiRQ WR SRVe iV WheUefRUe: hRZ caQ ZRmeQ aQal\]e
 WheiU e[SlRiWaWiRQ, iQVcUibe WheiU claimV, ZiWhiQ aQ RUdeU SUeVcUibed
 b\ Whe maVcXliQe? IV a SRliWicV Rf ZRmeQ SRVVible WheUe?

 -LUCE IRIGARAY1

 TR UeShUaVe Whe TXeVWiRQ: CaQ WheUe be (a SRliWicV Rf) ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg?
 WhaW dReV iW meaQ WR Va\ WhaW ZRmeQ caQ aQal\]e WheiU e[SlRiWaWiRQ RQl\
 "ZiWhiQ aQ RUdeU SUeVcUibed b\ Whe maVcXliQe"? AQd ZhaW WheRU\ Rf
 Ve[Xal diffeUeQce caQ Ze WXUQ WR ZheQ Ze VSeak, aV femiQiVW cUiWicV aUe
 ZRQW WR dR, Rf a VSecificall\ "femiQiQe" SUacWice iQ ZUiWiQg? QXeVWiRQV like
 WheVe maUk a cXUUeQW imSaVVe iQ cRQWemSRUaU\ femiQiVW cUiWiciVm. UWR-
 SiaQ aWWemSWV WR defiQe Whe VSecificiW\ Rf ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg--deViUed RU
 h\SRWheWical, bXW UaUel\ emSiUicall\ RbVeUYed-eiWheU fRXQdeU RQ Whe
 URck Rf eVVeQWialiVm (Whe We[W aV bRd\), geVWXUe WRZaUd aQ aYaQW-gaUde
 SUacWice Zhich WXUQV RXW QRW WR be VSecific WR ZRmeQ, RU, like Hel'Qe
 Ci[RXV iQ "The LaXgh Rf Whe MedXVa," dR bRWh.2 If aQaWRm\ iV QRW
 deVWiQ\, VWill leVV caQ iW be laQgXage.

 1. LXce IUigaUa\: "La SUemieiUe TXeVWiRQ a SRVeU eVW dRQc: cRmmeQW leV femmeV
 SeXYeQW-elleV aQal\VeU leXU e[SlRiWaWiRQ, iQVcUiUe leXUV UeYeQdicaWiRQV, daQV XQ RUdUe SUeV-
 cUiW SaU le maVcXliQ? UQe SRliWiTXe deV femmeV \ eVW-elle SRVVible?" ("PRXYRiU dX diVcRXUV,
 VXbRUdiQaWiRQ dX f6miQiQ," Ce Ve[e TXi Q'eQ eVW SaV XQ [PaUiV, 1977], S. 78; m\ WUaQVlaWiRQ,
 heUe aQd elVeZheUe, XQleVV RWheUZiVe iQdicaWed).

 2. See HeleQe Ci[RXV, "The LaXgh Rf Whe MedXVa," WUaQV. KeiWh aQd PaXla CRheQ,
 SigQV 1 (SXmmeU 1976): 875-93. The imSlicaWiRQV Rf VXch defiQiWiRQV Rf "cUiWXUefemiQiQe"
 aUe diVcXVVed bUiefl\ iQ m\ "The DiffeUeQce Rf VieZ," iQ WRmeQ WUiWiQg aQd WUiWiQg abRXW
 WRmeQ, ed. JacRbXV (LRQdRQ, 1979), SS. 12-13, aQd b\ NaQc\ K. MilleU, "EmShaViV

 O 1981 b\ The UQiYeUViW\ Rf ChicagR. 0093-1896/81/0802-0006$01.00. All UighWV UeVeUYed.
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 208 MaU\ JacRbXV The QXeVWiRQ Rf LaQgXage

 A SRliWicV Rf ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg, WheQ, if iW iV QRW WR fall back RQ a
 biRlRgicall\ baVed WheRU\ Rf Ve[Xal diffeUeQce, mXVW addUeVV iWVelf, aV
 LXce IUigaUa\ haV dRQe iQ "PRXYRiU dX diVcRXUV, VXbRUdiQaWiRQ dX femi-
 QiQ," WR Whe SRViWiRQ Rf maVWeU\ held QRW RQl\ b\ VcieQWific diVcRXUVe
 (FUeXdiaQ WheRU\, fRU iQVWaQce), QRW RQl\ b\ ShilRVRSh\, "Whe diVcRXUVe Rf
 diVcRXUVeV," bXW b\ Whe lRgic Rf diVcRXUVe iWVelf. RaWheU WhaQ aWWemSWiQg
 WR ideQWif\ a VSecific SUacWice, iQ RWheU ZRUdV, VXch a femiQiVW SRliWicV
 ZRXld aWWemSW WR UelRcaWe Ve[Xal diffeUeQce aW Whe leYel Rf Whe We[W b\
 XQdRiQg Whe UeSUeVViRQ Rf Whe "femiQiQe" iQ all V\VWemV Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ
 fRU Zhich Whe RWheU (ZRmaQ) mXVW be UedXced WR Whe ecRQRm\ Rf Whe
 Same (maQ). IQ IUigaUa\'V WeUmV, "maVcXliQe" V\VWemV Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ
 aUe WhRVe ZhRVe Velf-Uefle[iYeQeVV aQd VSecXlaUiW\ diVaSSURSUiaWe ZRmeQ
 Rf WheiU UelaWiRQ WR WhemVelYeV aQd WR RWheU ZRmeQ; aV iQ FUeXd'V WheRU\
 Rf Ve[Xal diffeUeQce (ZRmaQ eTXalV maQ-miQXV), diffeUeQce iV VZifWl\
 cRQYeUWed iQWR hieUaUch\. FemiQiQiW\ cRmeV WR VigQif\ a URle, aQ image, a
 YalXe imSRVed RQ ZRmeQ b\ Whe QaUciVViVWic aQd fXQdameQWall\ mi-
 VRg\QiVWic lRgic Rf VXch maVcXliQe V\VWemV. The TXeVWiRQ WheQ becRmeV
 fRU IUigaUa\ QRW WhaW iV ZRmaQ? (VWill leVV FUeXd'V deVSeUaWe WhaW dReV a
 ZRmaQ ZaQW?) bXW HRZ iV Whe femiQiQe deWeUmiQed b\ diVcRXUVe
 iWVelf ?--deWeUmiQed, WhaW iV, aV lack RU eUURU RU aV aQ iQYeUWed UeSURdXc-
 WiRQ Rf Whe maVcXliQe VXbjecW.3

 IQYiVible RU UeSUeVVed, Whe hiddeQ Slace Rf Whe femiQiQe iQ laQgXage
 iV Whe h\SRWheViV Zhich VXVWaiQV WhiV mRdel Rf Whe We[WXal XQiYeUVe, like
 eWheU. We kQRZ iW mXVW be WheUe becaXVe Ze kQRZ RXUVelYeV VWUXggliQg
 fRU Velf-defiQiWiRQ iQ RWheU WeUmV, elVeZheUe, elVehRZ. We Qeed iW, VR Ze
 iQYeQW iW. WheQ VXch aQ aUWicle Rf faiWh dReVQ'W maQifeVW iWVelf aV a meUe

 UeheaUVal Rf Ve[Xal VWeUeRW\SeV, iW haXQWV cRQWemSRUaU\ femiQiVW cUiWi-
 ciVm iQ iWV TXeVW fRU VSecificiW\-ZheWheU Rf laQgXage, RU liWeUaU\ WUadi-
 WiRQ, RU ZRmeQ'V cXlWXUe. AfWeU all, Zh\ VWXd\ ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg aW all
 XQleVV iW iV "ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg" iQ Whe fiUVW Slace? The aQVZeU, I belieYe,
 mXVW be a SRliWical RQe, aQd RQe ZhRVe imSXlVe alVR fXelV WhaW geVWXUe
 WRZaUd aQ elXViYe "ecUiWXUe fimiQiQe" RU VSecificiW\. TR SRVWXlaWe, aV

 Added: PlRWV aQd PlaXVibiliWieV iQ WRmeQ'V FicWiRQ," PMLA 96 (JaQXaU\ 1981): 37. The
 SUeVeQW eVVa\ RZeV iWV e[iVWeQce iQ SaUW WR MilleU'V VWimXlaWiQg accRXQW Rf The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV
 iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf Whe WheRUeWical imSlicaWiRQV Rf "ZRmeQ'V ficWiRQ" iQ geQeUal.

 3. See IUigaUa\, "PRXYRiU dX diVcRXUV," SS. 67-82 SaVVim, aQd heU SSecXlXm, de l'aXWUe
 femme (PaUiV, 1974), SS. 165-82. See alVR CaURl\Q BXUke, "IQWURdXcWiRQ WR LXce IUigaUa\'V
 'WheQ RXU LiSV SSeak TRgeWheU,' " SigQV 6 (AXWXmQ 1980): 71.

 MaU\ JacRbXV iV aQ aVVRciaWe SURfeVVRU Rf EQgliVh aQd Rf ZRmeQ'V
 VWXdieV aW CRUQell UQiYeUViW\. She iV Whe aXWhRU Rf a bRRk RQ WRUdVZRUWh
 aV Zell aV Whe ediWRU Rf a cRllecWiRQ Rf femiQiVW cUiWiciVm, WRmeQ WUiWiQg
 aQd WUiWiQg abRXW WRmeQ. CXUUeQWl\ Vhe iV aW ZRUk RQ a VWXd\ Rf ThRmaV
 HaUd\ aQd a cRllecWiRQ Rf eVVa\V RQ RRmaQWic SReWU\ aQd SURVe.

This content downloaded from 151.197.183.37 on Thu, 11 Jun 2020 14:30:26 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 CUiWical IQTXiU\ WiQWeU 1981 209

 IUigaUa\ dReV, a "ZRUk Rf laQgXage" Zhich XQdReV Whe UeSUeVViRQ Rf Whe
 femiQiQe cRQVWiWXWeV iQ iWVelf aQ aWWack RQ Whe dRmiQaQW ideRlRg\, Whe
 YeU\ meaQV b\ Zhich Ze kQRZ ZhaW Ze kQRZ aQd WhiQk ZhaW Ze WhiQk. SR
 WRR Whe emShaViV RQ ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg SRliWici]eV iQ a flagUaQW aQd SRlemi-
 cal faVhiRQ Whe "diffeUeQce" Zhich haV WUadiWiRQall\ beeQ elided b\ cUiWi-
 ciVm aQd b\ Whe caQRQ fRUmaWiRQV Rf liWeUaU\ hiVWRU\. TR label a We[W aV
 WhaW Rf a ZRmaQ, aQd WR ZUiWe abRXW iW fRU WhaW UeaVRQ, makeV YiYidl\
 legible ZhaW Whe cUiWical iQVWiWXWiRQ haV eiWheU igQRUed RU ackQRZledged
 RQl\ XQdeU Whe VigQ Rf iQfeUiRUiW\. We Qeed Whe WeUm "ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg"
 if RQl\ WR UemiQd XV Rf Whe VRcial cRQdiWiRQV XQdeU Zhich ZRmeQ ZURWe
 aQd VWill ZUiWe-WR UemiQd XV WhaW Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf WheiU (Ue)SURdXcWiRQ
 aUe Whe ecRQRmic aQd edXcaWiRQal diVadYaQWageV, Whe Ve[Xal aQd maWeUial
 RUgaQi]aWiRQV Rf VRcieW\, Zhich, UaWheU WhaQ biRlRg\, fRUm Whe cUXcial
 deWeUmiQaQWV Rf ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg.

 FemiQiVW cUiWiciVm, iW VeemV WR me, XlWimaWel\ haV WR iQYRke aV iWV
 VWaUWiQg-SRiQW WhiV XQdeUl\iQg SRliWical aVVXmSWiRQ. TR baVe iWV WheRU\ RQ
 a VSecificiW\ Rf laQgXage RU liWeUaU\ WUadiWiRQ RU cXlWXUe iV alUead\ WR haYe
 mRYed RQe VWeS RQ iQ Whe aUgXmeQW, if QRW alUead\ WR haYe begged Whe
 TXeVWiRQ, ViQce b\ WheQ RQe iV cRQfURQWed b\ ZhaW NaQc\ MilleU, iQ a
 UeceQW eVVa\ RQ ZRmeQ'V ficWiRQ, haV called "Whe iUUedXcibl\ cRmSlicaWed
 UelaWiRQVhiS ZRmeQ haYe hiVWRUicall\ had WR Whe laQgXage Rf Whe dRmi-
 QaQW cXlWXUe."4 PeUhaSV WhaW iV Zh\, baffled iQ WheiU aWWemSWV WR VSecif\
 Whe femiQiQe, femiQiVW cUiWicV haYe VR RfWeQ WXUQed WR aQ aQal\ViV Rf WhiV
 UelaWiRQVhiS aV iW iV maQifeVWed aQd WhemaWi]ed iQ ZUiWiQg b\ aQd abRXW
 ZRmeQ. The SURjecW iV, aQd caQ'W eVcaSe beiQg, aQ ideRlRgical RQe, cRQ-
 ceUQed, WhaW iV, ZiWh Whe fXQcWiRQiQg aQd UeSURdXcWiRQ Rf Ve[Xal ideRlRg\
 iQ SaUWicXlaU-ZheWheU iQ Whe RYeUWl\ WheRUeWical WeUmV Rf a LXce IUigaUa\
 RU iQ Whe ficWiRQal WeUmV Rf, fRU iQVWaQce, GeRUge EliRW. TR TXRWe MilleU
 agaiQ, Whe aim ZRXld be WR VhRZ WhaW "Whe ma[imV WhaW SaVV fRU Whe WUXWh
 Rf hXmaQ e[SeUieQce, aQd Whe eQcRdiQg Rf WhaW e[SeUieQce iQ liWeUaWXUe,
 aUe RUgaQi]aWiRQV, ZheQ Whe\ aUe QRW faQWaVieV, Rf Whe dRmiQaQW cXl-
 WXUe."5

 BXW IUigaUa\'V "SRliWicV Rf ZRmeQ," heU femiQiVW aUgXmeQW, gReV be-
 \RQd ideRlRg\ cUiWiciVm iQ iWV effRUW WR UecRYeU "Whe Slace Rf Whe femiQiQe"
 iQ diVcRXUVe. The "ZRUk Rf laQgXage" Zhich Vhe eQYiVageV ZRXld XQdR
 UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ alWRgeWheU, eYeQ WR Whe e[WeQW Rf UefXViQg Whe liQeaUiW\ Rf
 UeadiQg. "ASUeV-cRXS," Whe UeWURacWiYe effecW Rf a ZRUd eQdiQg, RSeQV XS
 Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf laQgXage WR UeYeal Whe UeSUeVViRQ RQ Zhich meaQiQg
 deSeQdV; aQd UeSUeVViRQ iV Whe Slace Rf Whe femiQiQe. B\ cRQWUaVW, Whe
 "VW\le" Rf ZRmeQ-&cUiWXUefWmiQiQe-ZRXld SUiYilege QRW Whe lRRk bXW Whe
 WacWile, Whe VimXlWaQeRXV, Whe flXid. YeW aW Whe Vame Wime, Ze diVcRYeU,
 VXch a VW\le caQ'W be VXVWaiQed aV a WheViV RU made Whe RbjecW Rf a SRViWiRQ;

 4. MilleU, "EmShaViV Added," S. 38.
 5. Ibid., S. 46.
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 210 MaU\ JacRbXV The QXeVWiRQ Rf LaQgXage

 if QRW e[acWl\ "QRWhiQg," iW iV QRQeWheleVV a kiQd Rf diVcXUViYe SUacWice
 WhaW caQ'W be WhRXghW, VWill leVV ZUiWWeQ. Like heU VW\le, ZRmaQ heUVelf iV
 alleged b\ IUigaUa\ WR be aQ XQimagiQable cRQceSW ZiWhiQ Whe e[iVWiQg
 RUdeU. ElabRUaWiQg a WheRU\ Rf Zhich ZRmaQ iV eiWheU Whe VXbjecW RU Whe
 RbjecW meUel\ UeiQVWallV Whe femiQiQe ZiWhiQ a lRgic Zhich UeSUeVVeV, ceQ-
 VRUV, RU miVUecRgQi]eV iW. WiWhiQ WhaW lRgic, ZRmaQ caQ RQl\ VigQif\ aQ
 e[ceVV RU a deUaQgiQg SRZeU. WRmaQ fRU IUigaUa\ iV alZa\V WhaW "VRme-
 WhiQg elVe" Zhich SRiQWV WR Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf aQRWheU laQgXage, aVVeUWV
 WhaW Whe maVcXliQe iV QRW all, dReV QRW haYe a mRQRSRl\ RQ YalXe, RU, VWill
 leVV, "Whe abXViYe SUiYilege Rf aSSURSUiaWiRQ." She WUieV WR VWUike WhURXgh
 Whe WheRUeWical machiQeU\ iWVelf, VXVSeQdiQg iWV SUeWeQViRQ WR Whe SUR-
 dXcWiRQ Rf a ViQgle WUXWh, a XQiYRcal meaQiQg. WRmaQ ZRXld WhXV fiQd
 heUVelf RQ Whe Vide Rf eYeU\WhiQg iQ laQgXage WhaW iV mXlWiSle, dXSlici-
 WRXV, XQUeliable, aQd UeViVWaQW WR Whe biQaU\ RSSRViWiRQV RQ Zhich
 WheRUieV Rf Ve[Xal diffeUeQce VXch aV FUeXd'V deSeQd.6

 IUigaUa\'V aUgXmeQW iV VedXcWiYe SUeciVel\ becaXVe iW SXWV all V\VWemV
 iQ TXeVWiRQ, leaYiQg SURceVV aQd flXidiW\ iQVWead Rf fi[iW\ aQd fRUm. AW Whe
 Vame Wime, iW QeceVVaUil\ cRQcedeV WhaW ZRmeQ haYe acceVV WR laQgXage
 RQl\ b\ UecRXUVe WR V\VWemV Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Zhich aUe maVcXliQe.
 GiYeQ Whe cRheUeQce Rf Whe V\VWemV aW ZRUk iQ diVcRXUVe, ZheWheU
 FUeXdiaQ RU cUiWical, hRZ iV Whe ZRUk Rf laQgXage Rf Zhich Vhe VSeakV WR
 be XQdeUWakeQ aW all? HeU aQVZeU iV "mimeWiVm," Whe URle hiVWRUicall\
 aVVigQed WR ZRmeQ-WhaW Rf UeSURdXcWiRQ, bXW delibeUaWel\ aVVXmed; aQ
 acWiQg RXW RU URle Sla\iQg ZiWhiQ Whe We[W Zhich allRZV Whe ZRmaQ ZUiWeU
 Whe beWWeU WR kQRZ aQd heQce WR e[SRVe ZhaW iW iV Vhe mimicV. IUigaUa\, iQ
 facW, VeemV WR be Va\iQg WhaW WheUe iV QR "RXWVide" Rf diVcRXUVe, QR
 alWeUQaWiYe SUacWice aYailable WR Whe ZRmaQ ZUiWeU aSaUW fURm Whe SURceVV
 Rf XQdRiQg iWVelf:

 TR Sla\ ZiWh mimeViV, iV, WheUefRUe, fRU a ZRmaQ, WR aWWemSW WR
 UecRYeU Whe Slace Rf heU e[SlRiWaWiRQ b\ diVcRXUVe, ZiWhRXW leWWiQg
 heUVelf be VimSl\ UedXced WR iW. IW iV WR UeVXbmiW heUVelf . . . WR
 "ideaV," QRWabl\ abRXW heU, elabRUaWed iQ/b\ a maVcXliQe lRgic, bXW
 iQ RUdeU WR make "YiVible," b\ aQ effecW Rf Sla\fXl UeSeWiWiRQ, ZhaW
 VhRXld haYe UemaiQed hiddeQ: Whe UecRYeU\ Rf a SRVVible RSeUaWiRQ
 Rf Whe femiQiQe iQ laQgXage. IW iV alVR WR "XQYeil" Whe facW WhaW, if
 ZRmeQ mime VR Zell, Whe\ dR QRW VimSl\ UeabVRUb WhemVelYeV iQ
 WhiV fXQcWiRQ. The\ alVR UemaiQ elVeZheUe.7

 6. See IUigaUa\, "PRXYRiU dX diVcRXUV," SS. 72-77 SaVVim.
 7. IUigaUa\: "JRXeU de la mimeViV, c'eVW dRQc, SRXU XQe femme, WeQWeU de UeWURXYeU le

 lieX de VRQ e[SlRiWaWiRQ SaU le diVcRXUV, VaQV V'\ laiVVeU VimSlemeQW UedXiUe. C'eVW Ve Ue-
 VRXmeWWUe ... a deV 'ideeV,' QRWammeQW d'elle, elabRUeeV daQV/SaU XQe lRgiTXe maVcXliQe,
 maiV SRXU faiUe 'aSSaUaiWUe,' SaU XQ effeW de UeSeWiWiRQ lXdiTXe, ce TXi deYaiW UeVWeU RccXlWe:
 le UecRXYUemeQW d'XQe SRVVible RSeUaWiRQ dX femiQiQ daQV le laQgage. C'eVW aXVVi 'deYRileU'
 le faiW TXe, Vi leV femmeV mimeQW Vi bieQ, c'eVW TX'elleV Qe Ve UeVRUbeQW SaV VimSlemeQW daQV
 ceWWe fRQcWiRQ. ElleV UeVWeQW aXVVi ailleXUV" ("PRXYRiU dX diVcRXUV," S. 74).
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 CUiWical IQTXiU\ WiQWeU 1981 211

 WiWhiQ Whe V\VWemV Rf diVcRXUVe aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Zhich UeSUeVV Whe
 femiQiQe, ZRmaQ caQ RQl\ UeVXbmiW heUVelf WR Whem; bXW b\ UefXViQg WR
 be UedXced b\ Whem, Vhe SRiQWV WR Whe Slace aQd maQQeU Rf heU e[SlRiWa-
 WiRQ. "A SRVVible RSeUaWiRQ Rf Whe femiQiQe iQ laQgXage" becRmeV, WheQ,
 Whe UeYelaWiRQ Rf iWV UeSUeVViRQ, WhURXgh aQ effecW Rf Sla\fXl UeheaUVal,
 UaWheU WhaQ a demRQVWUabl\ femiQiQe liQgXiVWic SUacWice.

 IUigaUa\'V maiQ XVefXlQeVV WR Whe femiQiVW cUiWic lieV iQ WhiV half-
 glimSVed SRVVibiliW\ Rf XQdRiQg Whe ideaV abRXW ZRmeQ elabRUaWed iQ
 aQd b\ maVcXliQe lRgic, a SURjecW aW RQce aQal\Wic aQd ideRlRgical. HeU
 aWWack RQ ceQWUiVm iQ geQeUal, aQd ShallRceQWUiVm iQ SaUWicXlaU, allRZV
 Whe femiQiVW cUiWic WR all\ heUVelf "RWheUZiVe," ZiWh Whe "elVeZheUe" WR
 Zhich IUigaUa\ geVWXUeV, iQ a VWaQce Rf diVVRciaWiRQ aQd UeViVWaQce Zhich
 W\Sicall\ chaUacWeUi]eV WhaW Rf femiQiVW cUiWiciVm iQ iWV UelaWiRQ WR Whe
 dRmiQaQW cXlWXUe RU "RUdeU SUeVcUibed b\ Whe maVcXliQe." BXW like
 IUigaUa\ heUVelf iQ "PRXYRiU dX diVcRXUV," femiQiVW cUiWiciVm UemaiQV im-
 bUicaWed ZiWhiQ Whe fRUmV Rf iQWelligibiliW\-UeadiQg aQd ZUiWiQg, Whe lRgic
 Rf diVcRXUVe-agaiQVW Zhich iW SXVheV. WhaW makeV Whe diffeUeQce, WheQ?
 SXUel\, Whe diUecWiRQ fURm Zhich WhaW cUiWiciVm cRmeV-Whe elVeZheUe
 WhaW iW iQYRkeV, Whe SXWWiQg iQ TXeVWiRQ Rf RXU VRcial RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf
 geQdeU; iWV ZiVhfXlQeVV, eYeQ, iQ imagiQiQg alWeUQaWiYeV. IW fRllRZV WhaW
 ZhaW SleaVeV Whe femiQiVW cUiWic mRVW (WhiV RQe, aW aQ\ UaWe) iV WR lighW RQ a
 We[W WhaW VeemV WR dR heU aUgXiQg, RU VRme Rf iW, fRU heU-eVSeciall\ a We[W
 ZhRVe VWRU\ iV Whe Vame aV heUV-heQce, SeUhaSV, Whe dUifW WRZaUd QaUUa-
 WiYe iQ UeceQW ZRUkV Rf femiQiVW cUiWiciVm VXch aV SaQdUa GilbeUW aQd

 SXVaQ GXbaU'V fRUmidable Mad WRmaQ iQ Whe AWWic. 8 WhaW iV XVXall\ gRiQg
 RQ iQ VXch cUiWiciVm-SeUhaSV iQ all femiQiVW cUiWiciVm-iV a VSecificiW\ Rf
 UelaWiRQVhiS WhaW amRXQWV WR a diVWiQcWiYe SUacWice. CUiWiciVm WakeV liWeUa-
 WXUe aV iWV RbjecW, \eV; bXW heUe liWeUaWXUe iQ a diffeUeQW VeQVe iV likel\ WR
 becRme Whe VXbjecW, Whe femiQiVW cUiWic, Whe ZRmaQ ZUiWeU, ZRmaQ heU-
 Velf.

 ThiV chaUged aQd dRXbled UelaWiRQVhiS, aQ almRVW iQeVcaSable aV-
 SecW Rf femiQiVW cUiWiciVm, iV aW RQce WUaQVgUeVViYe aQd libeUaWiQg, ViQce
 ZhaW iW bUiQgV WR lighW iV Whe hiddeQ RU XQVSRkeQ ideRlRgical SUemiVe Rf
 cUiWiciVm iWVelf. EQgagee SeUfRUce, femiQiVW cUiWiciVm callV QeXWUaliW\ iQ
 TXeVWiRQ, like RWheU aYRZedl\ SRliWical aQal\VeV Rf liWeUaWXUe. I ZaQW QRZ
 WR XQdeUWake a "V\mSWRmaWic" UeadiQg Rf a WhemaWicall\ UeleYaQW chaSWeU
 fURm EliRW'V The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV iQ Whe hRSe WhaW WhiV TXiQWeVVeQWiall\
 cUiWical acWiYiW\ Zill bUiQg WR lighW if QRW "a SRVVible RSeUaWiRQ Rf Whe
 femiQiQe iQ laQgXage" aW leaVW RQe mRde Rf iWV UecRYeU\-laQgXage iWVelf.
 I Zill UeWXUQ laWeU WR Whe fiQal chaSWeU Rf IUigaUa\'V Ce Ve[e TXi Q'eQ eVW SaV
 XQ iQ Zhich aQ eVcaSe fURm maVcXliQe V\VWemV Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iV
 glimSVed WhURXgh Whe meWaShRUV Rf female deViUe iWVelf.

 8. See SaQdUa M. GilbeUW aQd SXVaQ GXbaU, The Mad WRmaQ iQ Whe AWWic: The WRmaQ
 WUiWeU aQd Whe NiQeWeeQWh-CeQWXU\ LiWeUaU\ ImagiQaWiRQ (NeZ HaYeQ, CRQQ., 1979).
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 NaQc\ MilleU'V "ma[imV WhaW SaVV fRU Whe WUXWh Rf hXmaQ e[SeUi-
 eQce" allXde WR EliRW'V UemaUk QeaU Whe eQd Rf The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV WhaW

 "Whe maQ Rf ma[imV iV Whe SRSXlaU UeSUeVeQWaWiYe Rf Whe miQdV WhaW aUe
 gXided iQ WheiU mRUal jXdgmeQW VRlel\ b\ geQeUal UXleV."9 MilleU'V cRQ-
 ceUQ iV Whe accXVaWiRQ Rf imSlaXVibiliW\ leYeled aW Whe SlRWV Rf ZRmeQ'V
 QRYelV: EliRW'V cRQceUQ iV Whe "VSecial caVe" Rf Maggie TXlliYeU-"WR lace
 RXUVelYeV XS iQ fRUmXlaV" iV WR igQRUe "Whe VSecial ciUcXmVWaQceV WhaW
 maUk Whe iQdiYidXal lRW." AQ aUgXmeQW fRU Whe iQdiYidXal makeV iWVelf felW
 b\ aQ aUgXmeQW agaiQVW geQeUaliWieV. FRU EliRW heUVelf, aV fRU DU. KeQQ
 (Whe UeSRViWRU\ Rf heU kQRZledge aW WhiV SRiQW iQ Whe QRYel), "Whe m\VWeUi-
 RXV cRmSle[iW\ Rf RXU life iV QRW WR be embUaced b\ ma[imV" (S. 628).
 ThRXgh Whe cRQWe[W iV Whe makiQg Rf mRUal, QRW cUiWical, jXdgmeQWV, I
 WhiQk WhaW EliRW, aV VR RfWeQ aW VXch mRmeQWV, iV cRQceUQed alVR ZiWh bRWh
 Whe makiQg aQd Whe UeadiQg Rf ficWiRQ, ZiWh Whe makiQg Rf aQRWheU kiQd
 Rf VSecial caVe. ThRXgh Maggie ma\ be aQ "e[ceSWiRQal" ZRmaQ, Whe
 Xgl\ dXckliQg Rf SW. Ogg'V, heU VWRU\ cRQWUaYeQeV Whe QRUm, aQd iQ WhaW
 UeVSecW iW cRXld be Vaid WR be all ZRmeQ'V VWRU\. We Uecall aQ eaUlieU
 mRmeQW, WhaW Rf TRm TXlliYeU'V haUVh jXdgmeQW Rf hiV ViVWeU (" 'YRX
 haYe QRW UeVRlXWiRQ WR UeViVW a WhiQg WhaW \RX kQRZ WR be ZURQg' "), aQd
 Maggie'V UebelliRXV mXUmXUiQg WhaW heU life iV "a SlaQleVV Uiddle WR him"
 RQl\ becaXVe he'V iQcaSable Rf feeliQg Whe meQWal QeedV Zhich imSel heU,
 iQ hiV e\eV, WR ZURQgdRiQg RU abVXUdiW\ (SS. 504, 505). TR TRm, Whe
 QRYel'V chief XShRldeU Rf geQeUal UXleV aQd SaWUiaUchal laZ (he makeV hiV
 ViVWeU VZeaU RbedieQce WR hiV SURhibiWiRQV RQ Whe famil\ Bible), Whe SlaQ-
 leVV Uiddle Rf Maggie'V life iV RQl\ made VeQVe Rf b\ a "FiQal ReVcXe"
 Zhich iQYRlYeV heU deaWh: "'IQ WheiU deaWh Whe\ ZeUe QRW diYided' " (S.
 657). BXW Whe UeXQiRQ Rf bURWheU aQd ViVWeU iQ Whe flRRdZaWeUV Rf Whe
 RiSSle eQacWV bRWh UecRQciliaWiRQ aQd UeYeQge, cRQVXmmaWiRQ aQd
 caWacl\Vm; SRZeUfXl aXWhRUial deViUeV aUe aW ZRUk.10 TR VimSlif\ WhiV
 iUUedXcible VZiUl Rf cRQWUadicWRU\ deViUe iQ Whe delXge WhaW "UeVcXeV"
 Maggie aV Zell aV heU bURWheU ZRXld be WR ValYage a ma[im aV "jejXQe" aV
 "MRUV RmQibXV eVW cRmmXQiV" (RQe Rf Whe WagV Maggie fiQdV ZheQ Vhe diSV
 iQWR heU bURWheU'V LaWiQ GUammaU) VWUiSSed Rf iWV VaYiQg LaWiQ.11 We

 9. EliRW, The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV, ed. A. S. B\aWW (HaUmRQdVZRUWh, 1979), S. 628; all
 fXUWheU UefeUeQceV WR WhiV ZRUk Zill be iQclXded iQ Whe We[W. I am iQdebWed WR B\aWW'V helSfXl
 aQQRWaWiRQV.

 10. See GilbeUW aQd GXbaU, The Mad WRmaQ iQ Whe AWWic, Zhich VXcciQcWl\ VWaWeV WhaW
 Maggie VeemV "aW heU mRVW mRQVWURXV ZheQ Vhe WUieV WR WXUQ heUVelf iQWR aQ aQgel Rf
 UeQXQciaWiRQ" (S. 491), aQd GilliaQ BeeU, "Be\RQd DeWeUmiQiVm: GeRUge EliRW aQd ViUgiQia
 WRRlf," iQ WRmeQ WUiWiQg aQd WUiWiQg abRXW WRmeQ, RQ aQ eQdiQg WhaW "lackV bleakQeVV, iV
 eYeQ lXbUiciRXV" iQ iWV Ueali]aWiRQ Rf "cRQfXVed aQd SaVViRQaWe QeedV" (S. 88).

 11. "MRUV RmQibXV eVW cRmmXQiV ZRXld haYe beeQ jejXQe, RQl\ [Maggie] liked WR kQRZ
 Whe LaWiQ" (The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV, SS. 217-18); Vee belRZ.
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 mighW gR fXUWheU aQd Va\ WhaW WR VXbVWiWXWe a geQeUaliW\ fRU Whe Uiddle Rf
 Maggie'V life aQd deaWh, RU WR WUaQVlaWe LaWiQ ma[imV iQWR EQgliVh cRm-
 mRQSlaceV, ZRXld cRQVWiWXWe a miVUeadiQg Rf Whe QRYel aV iQeSW aV TRm'V
 miVcRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf hiV ViVWeU, RU hiV LaWiQ. Maggie'V iQcRmSUeheQVible
 fRUeigQQeVV, heU dUifW iQWR eUURU RU imSURSUieW\ RQ Whe UiYeU ZiWh
 SWeSheQ GXeVW, iV a "laSVe" XQdeUVWRRd b\ Whe laWiWXdiQaUiaQ DU. KeQQ.
 FRU XV, iW alVR iQYRlYeV aQ XQdeUVWaQdiQg WhaW SlaQleVVQeVV, UiddleV, aQd
 imSURSUieW\-Whe eQigmaV, accideQWV, aQd iQcRUUecWQeVV Rf laQgXage
 iWVelf-aUe aW RddV ZiWh Whe clRVXUeV Rf SlRW (heUe, Whe SlRW Rf iQceVWXRXV
 UeXQiRQ) aQd ZiWh iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ iWVelf, aV Zell aV ZiWh Whe fiQaliW\ Rf Whe
 ma[imV deQRXQced b\ EliRW.

 FRU all iWV healiQg Rf diYiViRQ, The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV XQcRYeUV Whe diYide
 beWZeeQ Whe laQgXage RU ma[imV Rf Whe dRmiQaQW cXlWXUe aQd Whe laQ-
 gXage iWVelf Zhich XQdReV Whem. IQ life, aW aQ\ UaWe, Whe\ UemaiQ
 diYided-iQdeed, deaWh ma\ be Whe SUice Rf XQiW\-aQd femiQiVW cUiWiciVm
 mighW be Vaid WR iQVWall iWVelf iQ Whe gaS. A fUeTXeQW mRYe RQ Whe SaUW Rf
 femiQiVW cUiWiciVm iV WR challeQge Whe QRUmV aQd aeVWheWic cUiWeUia Rf Whe
 dRmiQaQW cXlWXUe (aV MilleU dReV iQ defeQdiQg EliRW), claimiQg, iQ effecW,
 WhaW "iQcRUUecWQeVV" makeV YiVible ZhaW iV VSecific WR ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg.
 The cXlWXUall\ imSRVed RU aVVXmed "laSVeV" Rf ZRmeQ'V ZUiWiQg aUe
 WXUQed agaiQVW Whe V\VWem WhaW bUiQgV Whem iQWR beiQg-a V\VWem ZRmeQ
 ZUiWeUV QeceVVaUil\ iQhabiW. WhaW VXUfaceV iQ WhiV geVWXUe iV Whe all-
 imSRUWaQW TXeVWiRQ Rf ZRmeQ'V acceVV WR kQRZledge aQd cXlWXUe aQd WR
 Whe SRZeU WhaW gReV ZiWh Whem. IQ ZUiWiQg b\ ZRmeQ, Whe TXeVWiRQ iV
 RfWeQ e[SliciWl\ WhemaWi]ed iQ WeUmV Rf edXcaWiRQ. EliRW'V accRXQW Rf
 TRm'V VchRRliQg iQ "SchRRl-Time," Whe RSeQiQg chaSWeU Rf bRRk 2, SUR-
 YideV jXVW VXch a WhemaWic WUeaWmeQW-a leVVRQ iQ aQWifemiQiVW SedagRg\
 Zhich gReV be\RQd iWV immediaWe imSlicaWiRQV fRU ZRmeQ'V edXcaWiRQ WR
 UaiVe mRUe faU-UeachiQg TXeVWiRQV abRXW Whe fXQcWiRQiQg Rf bRWh Ve[Xal
 ideRlRg\ aQd laQgXage. Take Maggie'V SX]]lemeQW aW RQe Rf Whe maQ\
 ma[imV fRXQd iQ Whe EWRQ GUammaU, a UeTXiUed We[W fRU Whe XQfRUWXQaWe
 TRm. AV RfWeQ, UXleV aQd e[amSleV SURYe haUd WR Well aSaUW:

 The aVWURQRmeU ZhR haWed ZRmeQ geQeUall\ caXVed [Maggie] VR
 mXch SX]]liQg VSecXlaWiRQ WhaW Vhe RQe da\ aVked MU SWelliQg if all
 aVWURQRmeUV haWed ZRmeQ, RU ZheWheU iW ZaV RQl\ WhiV SaUWicXlaU
 aVWURQRmeU. BXW, fRUeVWalliQg hiV aQVZeU, Vhe Vaid,

 "I VXSSRVe iW'V all aVWURQRmeUV: becaXVe \RX kQRZ, Whe\ liYe XS
 iQ high WRZeUV, aQd if Whe ZRmeQ came WheUe, Whe\ mighW Walk aQd
 hiQdeU Whem fURm lRRkiQg aW Whe VWaUV."

 MU SWelliQg liked heU SUaWWle immeQVel\. [P. 220]

 WhaW Ze Vee heUe iV a We[W-bRRk e[amSle Rf Whe Za\ iQ Zhich iQdiYidXal
 miVRg\Q\ becRmeV geQeUali]ed-"ma[imi]ed," aV iW ZeUe-iQ Whe fRUm Rf
 a SaWUiaUchal SXW dRZQ. Maggie ma\ haYe WURXble cRQVWUXiQg "ad XQam
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 mXlieUeV," RU "all WR a ZRmaQ," bXW iQ eVVeQce Vhe haV gRW iW UighW.12 JXVW WR
 SURYe heU SRiQW, MU. SWelliQg (ZhR himVelf SUefeUV Whe Walk Rf ZRmeQ WR
 VWaU ga]iQg) likeV heU "SUaWWle," a WeUm XVed RQl\ Rf Whe Walk Rf ZRmeQ
 aQd childUeQ. RedXced WR hiV idea Rf heU, Maggie caQ RQl\ mimic maQ'V
 Walk.

 IQaSSURSUiaWe aV he iV iQ RWheU UeVSecWV fRU TRm'V fXWXUe caUeeU, MU.
 SWelliQg WhXV SURYeV aQ e[celleQW VchRRlmaVWeU WR hiV laWeQW miVRg\Q\. HiV
 claVVURRm iV alVR aQ imSRUWaQW VceQe Rf iQVWUXcWiRQ fRU Maggie, ZhR
 leaUQV QRW RQl\ WhaW all aVWURQRmeUV WR a maQ haWe ZRmeQ iQ geQeUal bXW
 WhaW giUlV caQ'W leaUQ LaWiQ; WhaW Whe\ aUe TXick aQd VhallRZ, meUe im-
 iWaWRUV ("WhiV Vmall aSSaUaWXV Rf VhallRZ TXickQeVV," EliRW Sla\fXll\ Ue-
 SeaWV); aQd WhaW eYeU\bRd\ haWeV cleYeU ZRmeQ, eYeQ if Whe\ aUe amXVed
 b\ Whe SUaWWle Rf cleYeU liWWle giUlV (SS. 214, 221, 216). IW iV haUd QRW WR
 Uead ZiWh RQe e\e RQ heU cUeaWRU. Maggie, iW emeUgeV, UaWheU faQcieV
 heUVelf aV a liQgXiVW, aQd EliRW WRR VeemV ZiVhfXll\ WR imSl\ WhaW Vhe haV
 ZhaW RQe mighW call a "gifW" fRU laQgXageV-a gifW, SeUhaSV, fRU ambigXiW\
 WRR. WRmeQ, Ze leaUQ, dRQ'W jXVW Walk, Whe\ dRXble-Walk, like laQgXage
 iWVelf; WhaW'V jXVW Whe WURXble fRU bR\V like TRm:

 "I kQRZ ZhaW LaWiQ iV YeU\ Zell," Vaid Maggie, cRQfideQWl\.
 "LaWiQ'V a laQgXage. TheUe aUe LaWiQ ZRUdV iQ Whe DicWiRQaU\.
 TheUe'V bRQXV, a gifW."

 "NRZ, \RX'Ue jXVW ZURQg WheUe, MiVV Maggie!" Vaid TRm, Ve-
 cUeWl\ aVWRQiVhed. "YRX WhiQk \RX'Ue YeU\ ZiVe! BXW 'bRQXV' meaQV
 'gRRd,' aV iW haSSeQV-bRQXV, bRQa, bRQXm."

 "Well, WhaW'V QR UeaVRQ Zh\ iW VhRXldQ'W meaQ 'gifW,' " Vaid Mag-
 gie VWRXWl\. "IW ma\ meaQ VeYeUal WhiQgV. AlmRVW eYeU\ ZRUd dReV."
 [P. 214]

 AQd if ZRUdV ma\ meaQ VeYeUal WhiQgV, geQeUal UXleV RU ma[imV ma\
 SURYe leVV XQiYeUVal WhaQ Whe\ claim WR be aQd lRVe WheiU aXWhRUiW\.
 PeUhaSV RQl\ "WhiV SaUWicXlaU aVWURQRmeU" ZaV a ZRmaQ haWeU RU haWed
 RQl\ RQe ZRmaQ iQ SaUWicXlaU. SSecial caVeV RU SaUWicXlaU cRQWe[WV--"Whe
 VSecial ciUcXmVWaQceV WhaW maUk Whe iQdiYidXal lRW" (S. 628)--deWeUmiQe
 RU UeQdeU iQdeWeUmiQaWe QRW RQl\ jXdgmeQW bXW meaQiQg WRR. The UXleV
 Rf laQgXage iWVelf make TRm'V URWe leaUQiQg WURXbleVRme WR him. HRZ
 caQ he hRSe WR cRQVWUXe hiV ViVWeU ZheQ heU UelaWiRQ WR laQgXage SURYeV
 VR WUeacheURXV-heU diffeUeQce VR VhifWiQg a Sla\ Rf SRVVibiliW\, like Whe
 diffeUeQce ZiWhiQ laQgXage iWVelf, deVWabili]iQg WeUmV VXch aV "ZURQg"
 aQd "gRRd"?

 Maggie, a liWWle SaURd\ Rf heU aXWhRU'V SURcedXUeV iQ The Mill RQ Whe

 12. "AVWURQRmeU: XW-'aV', aVWURQRmXV-'aQ aVWURQRmeU', e[RVXV-'haWiQg', mXlieUeV-
 'ZRmeQ', ad XQXm [mXlieUem]-'WR RQe' [WhaW iV, iQ geQeUal]. (EWRQ gUammaU, 1831 ediWiRQ, S.
 279)" (The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV, S. 676 Q.55).
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 FlRVV, decideV "WR VkiS Whe UXleV iQ Whe V\QWa[-Whe e[amSleV became VR
 abVRUbiQg":

 TheVe m\VWeUiRXV VeQWeQceV VQaWched fURm aQ XQkQRZQ
 cRQWe[W,-like VWUaQge hRUQV Rf beaVWV aQd leaYeV Rf XQkQRZQ
 SlaQWV, bURXghW fURm VRme faU-Rff UegiRQ, gaYe bRXQdleVV VcRSe WR
 heU imagiQaWiRQ, aQd ZeUe all Whe mRUe faVciQaWiQg becaXVe Whe\
 ZeUe iQ a SecXliaU WRQgXe Rf WheiU RZQ, Zhich Vhe cRXld leaUQ WR
 iQWeUSUeW. IW ZaV Ueall\ YeU\ iQWeUeVWiQg-Whe LaWiQ GUammaU WhaW
 TRm had Vaid QR giUlV cRXld leaUQ: aQd Vhe ZaV SURXd becaXVe Vhe
 fRXQd iW iQWeUeVWiQg. The mRVW fUagmeQWaU\ e[amSleV ZeUe heU
 faYRXUiWeV. MRUV RmQibXV eVW cRmmXQiV ZRXld haYe beeQ jejXQe, RQl\
 Vhe liked WR kQRZ Whe LaWiQ; bXW Whe fRUWXQaWe geQWlemaQ ZhRm
 eYeU\ RQe cRQgUaWXlaWed becaXVe he had a VRQ "eQdRZed ZiWh VXch a
 diVSRViWiRQ" affRUded heU a gUeaW deal Rf SleaVaQW cRQjecWXUe, aQd
 Vhe ZaV TXiWe lRVW iQ Whe "Whick gURYe SeQeWUable b\ QR VWaU," ZheQ
 TRm called RXW,

 "NRZ, WheQ, MagVie, giYe XV Whe GUammaU!" [PS. 217-18]

 WheUeaV ma[imV lace heU XS iQ fRUmXlaV, "WheVe m\VWeUiRXV VeQWeQceV"
 giYe bRXQdleVV VcRSe WR Maggie'V imagiQaWiRQ; fRU heU, aV fRU heU aXWhRU
 (ZhR makeV Whem fRUeWell heU VWRU\), Whe\ aUe ZhRle ficWiRQal ZRUldV,
 alWeUQaWiYe UealiWieV, WUaQVfRUmaWiRQV Rf Whe familiaU iQWR Whe e[RWic aQd
 VWUaQge. IQ WheiU fRUeigQQeVV Vhe fiQdV heUVelf, XQWil URXVed b\ TRm'V
 SeUemSWRU\ call, aV Vhe iV laWeU WR be Uecalled b\ hiV YRice fURm Whe Red
 DeeSV. HeUe, hRZeYeU, iW iV Maggie ZhR WeacheV TRm hiV mRVW imSRUWaQW
 leVVRQ, WhaW Whe "dead" laQgXageV had RQce beeQ liYiQg: "WhaW WheUe had
 RQce beeQ SeRSle XSRQ Whe eaUWh ZhR ZeUe VR fRUWXQaWe aV WR kQRZ LaWiQ
 ZiWhRXW leaUQiQg iW WhURXgh Whe mediXm Rf Whe EWRQ GUammaU" (S. 221).
 The idea--RU, UaWheU, faQWaV\--Rf a laQgXage Zhich iV iQQaWe UaWheU WhaQ
 acTXiUed, QaWiYe UaWheU WhaQ iQcRmSUeheQVibl\ fRUeigQ, iV a cRQVRliQg
 RQe fRU Whe XQbRRkiVh milleU'V VRQ; bXW iW hRldV RXW hRSe fRU Maggie WRR,
 aQd SUeVXmabl\ alVR fRU heU cUeaWRU. ThRXgh LaWiQ VWaQdV iQ fRU cXlWXUal
 imSeUialiVm aQd fRU Whe RXWliQeV Rf a SecXliaUl\ maVcXliQe aQd eliWiVW
 claVVical edXcaWiRQ fURm Zhich ZRmeQ haYe WUadiWiRQall\ beeQ e[clXded,
 Maggie caQ leaUQ WR iQWeUSUeW iW. The "SecXliaU WRQgXe" had RQce beeQ
 VSRkeQ b\ ZRmeQ, afWeU all-aQd Whe\ had QRW Qeeded WR leaUQ iW fURm
 MU. SWelliQg RU Whe iQVWiWXWiRQV he SeUSeWXaWeV. WhR kQRZV, Vhe mighW
 eYeQ becRme aQ aVWURQRmeU heUVelf RU, like EliRW, a ZUiWeU ZhR b\ heU
 SeQ Qame had UefXVed Whe iQVWiWXWiRQali]aWiRQ Rf Ve[Xal diffeUeQce aV
 cXlWXUal e[clXViRQ. TRm aQd MU. SWelliQg Well Maggie WhaW " 'GiUlV QeYeU
 leaUQ VXch WhiQgV' "; " 'The\'Ye a gUeaW deal Rf VXSeUficial cleYeUQeVV bXW
 Whe\ cRXldQ'W gR faU iQWR aQ\WhiQg' " (SS. 214, 221). BXW gRiQg faU iQWR
 WhiQgV-aQd gRiQg faU-iV Whe aXWhRU'V SUeURgaWiYe iQ The Mill RQ Whe
 FlRVV. ThRXgh Maggie'V TXeVW fRU kQRZledge eQdV iQ deaWh, aV ViUgiQia
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 WRRlf WhRXghW EliRW'V RZQ had eQded,13 killiQg Rff WhiV Vmall aSSaUaWXV
 Rf VhallRZ TXickQeVV ma\ haYe beeQ Whe QeceVVaU\ VacUifice iQ RUdeU fRU
 EliRW heUVelf WR becRme aQ iQWeUSUeWeU Rf Whe e[RWic SRVVibiliWieV cRQ-
 WaiQed iQ m\VWeUiRXV VeQWeQceV. Maggie-XQaVVimilable, iQ-
 cRmSUeheQVible, "falleQ"-iV heU We[W, a "dead" laQgXage Zhich WheUeb\
 giYeV all Whe gUeaWeU VcRSe WR aXWhRUial imagiQiQgV, makiQg iW SRVVible fRU
 Whe ZUiWeU WR cRme iQWR beiQg.

 3

 We UecRgQi]e iQ "SchRRl-Time" EliRW'V iQYeVWmeQW-hXmRURXV, af-
 fecWiRQaWe, aQd UaWheU iQQRceQWl\ Velf-lRYiQg-iQ Maggie'V gifWV aQd
 haSha]aUd acTXiViWiRQ Rf kQRZledge. IQ SaUWicXlaU, Ze UecRgQi]e a de-
 feQce Rf Whe "iUUegXlaU" edXcaWiRQ Zhich XQWil UeceQWl\ had beeQ Whe lRW
 Rf mRVW ZRmeQ, if edXcaWed aW all. EaUlieU iQ Whe Vame chaSWeU, iQ Whe
 cRQWe[W Rf MU. SWelliQg'V WeachiQg meWhRdV (WhaW iV, hiV XQTXeVWiRQiQg
 UeliaQce RQ EXclid aQd Whe EWRQ GUammaU), EliRW UefeUV ZhimVicall\ WR
 "MU BURdeUiS'V amiable beaYeU" Zhich "bXVied himVelf aV eaUQeVWl\ iQ
 cRQVWUXcWiQg a dam, iQ a URRm XS WhUee SaiUV Rf VWaiUV iQ LRQdRQ, aV if he
 had beeQ la\iQg hiV fRXQdaWiRQ iQ a VWUeam RU lake iQ USSeU CaQada. IW
 ZaV 'BiQQ\'V' fXQcWiRQ WR bXild" (S. 206). BiQQ\ Whe beaYeU, a SeW fURm Whe
 SageV Rf W. J. BURdeUiS'V LeaYeV fURm Whe NRWe BRRk Rf a NaWXUaliVW (1852),
 cRQVWUXcWed hiV dam ZiWh VZeeSiQg-bUXVheV aQd ZaUmiQg-SaQV, "haQd-
 bUXVheV, UXVh-baVkeWV, bRRkV, bRRWV, VWickV, clRWheV, dUied WXUf RU aQ\-
 WhiQg SRUWable."14 A dRmeVWicaWed bUicRleXU, BiQQ\ made dR ZiWh ZhaW he
 cRXld fiQd. A feZ liQeV laWeU, Ze heaU Rf MU. SWelliQg'V "edXcaWed" cRQ-
 deVceQViRQ WRZaUd "Whe diVSla\ Rf YaUiRXV RU VSecial kQRZledge made b\
 iUUegXlaUl\ edXcaWed SeRSle" (S. 207). MU. BURdeUiS'V beaYeU, iW WXUQV
 RXW, dReV dRXble dXW\ aV aQ illXVWUaWiRQ Rf MU. SWelliQg'V "UegXlaU" (QRW WR
 Va\ "URWe") mRde Rf iQVWUXcWiRQ-he caQ dR QR RWheUZiVe, cRQdiWiRQed aV
 he iV-aQd aV a defeQce Rf EliRW'V RZQ diVSla\ Rf iUUegXlaUl\ acTXiUed
 "YaUiRXV RU VSecial kQRZledge." Like Maggie'V, WhiV iV kQRZledge dUaZQ
 diUecWl\ fURm bRRkV, ZiWhRXW Whe aid Rf a SaWUiaUchal SedagRgXe. MU.
 SWelliQg aQd Whe iQVWiWXWiRQV he VXbVcUibeV WR (AUiVWRWle, deaQeUieV, SUe-
 beQdV, GUeaW BUiWaiQ, aQd PURWeVWaQWiVm-Whe EVWabliVhmeQW, iQ facW) aUe
 liQed XS agaiQVW Whe aXWhRU-aV-eageU-beaYeU. EliRW'V miVchieYRXV im-
 SXgQiQg Rf aXWhRUiW\ aQd aXWhRUiWieV-VSecificall\, cXlWXUal aXWhRUiW\-
 becRmeV iQcUeaViQgl\ e[SliciW XQWil, a Sage RU VR laWeU, cXlWXUe iWVelf cRmeV
 XQdeU aWWack. FiQdiQg TRm'V bUaiQ "SecXliaUl\ imSeUYiRXV WR eW\mRlRg\
 aQd demRQVWUaWiRQV," MU. SWelliQg cRQclXdeV WhaW iW "ZaV SecXliaUl\ iQ

 13. See WRRlf, "GeRUge EliRW," CRllecWed EVVa\V, 4 YRlV. (LRQdRQ, 1966), 1:204: "WiWh
 eYeU\ RbVWacle agaiQVW heU-Ve[ aQd healWh aQd cRQYeQWiRQ-Vhe VRXghW mRUe kQRZledge
 aQd mRUe fUeedRm Will Whe bRd\, ZeighWed ZiWh iWV dRXble bXUdeQ, VaQk ZRUQ RXW."

 14. See The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV, SS. 675-76 Q.44.
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 Qeed Rf beiQg SlRXghed aQd haUURZed b\ WheVe SaWeQW imSlemeQWV: iW
 ZaV hiV faYRXUiWe meWaShRU, WhaW Whe claVVicV aQd geRmeWU\ cRQVWiWXWed
 WhaW cXlWXUe Rf Whe miQd Zhich SUeSaUed iW fRU Whe UeceSWiRQ Rf aQ\
 VXbVeTXeQW cURS." AV EliRW UaWheU ZiWWil\ RbVeUYeV, Whe UegimeQ SURYeV
 "aV XQcRmfRUWable fRU TRm TXlliYeU aV if he had beeQ Slied ZiWh cheeVe
 iQ RUdeU WR Uemed\ a gaVWUic ZeakQeVV Zhich SUeYeQWed him fURm di-
 geVWiQg iW" (S. 208). NRU iV EliRW RQl\, RU VimSl\, beiQg fXQQ\. The bRQXV
 RU gifW Rf laQgXage iV aW ZRUk heUe, WUaQVlaWiQg dead meWaShRU iQWR
 RUgaQic WUacW.

 Like Maggie heUVelf, Whe meWaShRU heUe iV imSURSeU, diVUeVSecWfXl
 Rf aXWhRUiWieV, aQd, aV TRm laWeU cRmSlaiQV Rf hiV ViVWeU, QRW WR be Uelied
 RQ. DeYelRSiQg Whe imSlicaWiRQV Rf chaQgiQg heU meWaShRU fURm ag-
 UicXlWXUe WR digeVWiRQ, EliRW dUaVWicall\ XQdeUmiQeV Whe UealiVW illXViRQ Rf
 heU ficWiRQal ZRUld, UeYealiQg iW WR be QR mRUe WhaQ a blaQk Sage iQ-
 VcUibed ZiWh a VXcceVViRQ Rf aUbiWUaU\ meWaShRUic VXbVWiWXWiRQV:

 IW iV aVWRQiVhiQg ZhaW a diffeUeQW UeVXlW RQe geWV b\ chaQgiQg Whe
 meWaShRU! OQce call Whe bUaiQ aQ iQWellecWXal VWRmach, aQd RQe'V
 iQgeQiRXV cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe claVVicV aQd geRmeWU\ aV SlRXghV aQd
 haUURZV VeemV WR VeWWle QRWhiQg. BXW WheQ, iW iV RSeQ WR VRme RQe
 elVe WR fRllRZ gUeaW aXWhRUiWieV aQd call Whe miQd a VheeW Rf ZhiWe
 SaSeU RU a miUURU, iQ Zhich caVe RQe'V kQRZledge Rf Whe digeVWiYe
 SURceVV becRmeV TXiWe iUUeleYaQW. IW ZaV dRXbWleVV aQ iQgeQiRXV
 idea WR call Whe camel Whe VhiS Rf Whe deVeUW, bXW iW ZRXld haUdl\ lead
 RQe faU iQ WUaiQiQg WhaW XVefXl beaVW. O AUiVWRWle! if \RX had had Whe
 adYaQWage Rf beiQg "Whe fUeVheVW mRdeUQ" iQVWead Rf Whe gUeaWeVW
 aQcieQW, ZRXld \RX QRW haYe miQgled \RXU SUaiVe Rf meWaShRUical
 VSeech aV a VigQ Rf high iQWelligeQce, ZiWh a lameQWaWiRQ WhaW iQWelli-
 geQce VR UaUel\ VhRZV iWVelf iQ VSeech ZiWhRXW meWaShRU,-WhaW Ze
 caQ VR VeldRm declaUe ZhaW a WhiQg iV, e[ceSW b\ Va\iQg iW iV VRme-
 WhiQg elVe? [PS. 208-9]

 IQ Whe PReWicV AUiVWRWle Va\V: "IW iV a gUeaW WhiQg WR make XVe Rf...
 dRXble ZRUdV aQd UaUe ZRUdV . .. bXW b\ faU Whe gUeaWeVW WhiQg iV Whe XVe
 Rf meWaShRU. ThaW alRQe caQQRW be leaUQed; iW iV Whe WRkeQ Rf geQiXV. FRU
 Whe UighW XVe Rf meWaShRU meaQV aQ e\e fRU UeVemblaQceV."15 Of cRXUVe WheUe'V
 aXWhRUial Velf-cRQgUaWXlaWiRQ lXUkiQg iQ WhiV SaVVage, aV WheUe iV iQ EliRW'V
 affecWiRQaWe SaUade Rf Maggie'V gifWV. BXW aQ e\e fRU UeVemblaQceV (be-
 WZeeQ BiQQ\ aQd MU. SWelliQg, fRU iQVWaQce, RU bUaiQ aQd VWRmach) iV alVR
 heUe a VaWiUic e\e. CXlWXUe aV (iQ)digeVWiRQ makeV EXclid aQd Whe EWRQ

 15. AUiVWRWle PReWicV 22. 16 (m\ iWalicV); Vee The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV, S. 676 Q.46. J. HilliV
 MilleU QRWeV aSURSRV Rf WhiV SaVVage WhaW iW "iV fRllRZed almRVW immediaWel\ b\ aQ RVWeQWa-
 WiRXV aQd fRUcefXl meWaShRU [WhaW Rf a VhUeZmRXVe imSUiVRQed iQ a VSliW WUee (S. 209)], aV if
 EliRW ZeUe cRmSelled ... WR demRQVWUaWe WhaW Ze caQQRW Va\ ZhaW a WhiQg iV e[ceSW b\ Va\iQg
 iW iV VRmeWhiQg elVe" ("The WRUldV Rf VicWRUiaQ FicWiRQ," HaUYaUd EQgliVh SWXdieV 6 [1975]:
 145 Q).
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 GUammaU haUd WR VZallRZ; AUiVWRWle lRVeV hiV aXWhRUiW\ WR Whe aXWhRU
 heUVelf. OQ RQe leYel, WhiV iV VcieQce calliQg cXlWXUe iQ TXeVWiRQ, makiQg
 emSiUiciVm Whe RUdeU Rf Whe da\. BXW WheUe'V VRmeWhiQg XQVeWWliQg WR Whe
 miQd, RU, UaWheU, VWRmach, iQ WhiV di]]\ SURgUeVViRQ fURm cXlWXUe, di-
 geVWiYe WUacW, aQd WabXla UaVa WR VhiS Rf Whe deVeUW (Zhich VRXQdV like a
 We[WbRRk e[amSle Rf meWaShRU). The blaQk Sage ma\ Wake ZhaW imSUiQW
 Whe aXWhRU chRRVeV WR giYe iW. BXW Whe SUice RQe Sa\V fRU VXch fUeedRm iV
 Whe UecRgQiWiRQ WhaW laQgXage, WhXV YieZed, iV eQdleVVl\ dXSliciWRXV
 UaWheU WhaQ ViQgle-miQded (aV TRm ZRXld haYe iW be); WhaW meWaShRU iV a
 kiQd Rf imSURSUieW\ RU R[\mRURQic RWheUQeVV; aQd WhaW "Ze caQ VR Vel-
 dRm declaUe ZhaW a WhiQg iV, e[ceSW b\ Va\iQg iW iV VRmeWhiQg elVe."

 EUURU, WheQ, mXVW cUeeS iQ ZheUe WheUe'V a VWRU\ WR Well, eVSeciall\ a
 ZRmaQ'V VWRU\. Maggie'V "ZURQg-dRiQg aQd abVXUdiW\," aV Whe fall Rf
 ZRmeQ RfWeQ dReV, QRW RQl\ SXWV heU RQ Whe Vide Rf eUURU iQ TRm'V
 Vcheme Rf WhiQgV bXW giYeV heU a hiVWRU\; "Whe haSSieVW ZRmeQ," EliRW
 UemiQdV XV, "like Whe haSSieVW QaWiRQV, haYe QR hiVWRU\" (S. 494). ImSUR-
 SUieW\ aQd meWaShRU belRQg WRgeWheU RQ Whe Vame Vide aV a fall fURm
 abVRlXWe WUXWh RU XQiWaU\ VchemeV Rf kQRZledge (ma[imV). KQRZledge iQ
 The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV iV gXaUded b\ a WUadiWiRQal SaWUiaUchal SURhibiWiRQ
 Zhich, b\ a cXUiRXV VliSSage, makeV Whe fUXiW iWVelf aV iQdigeVWible aV Whe
 baQ aQd iWV Whick UiQd. The adRleVceQW Maggie, "ZiWh heU VRXl'V hXQgeU
 aQd heU illXViRQV Rf Velf-flaWWeU\," begiQV "WR Qibble aW WhiV Whick-UiQded
 fUXiW Rf Whe WUee Rf kQRZledge, filliQg heU YacaQW hRXUV ZiWh LaWiQ,
 geRmeWU\, aQd Whe fRUmV Rf Whe V\llRgiVm" (S. 380). BXW Whe LaWiQ, EXclid,
 aQd LRgic, Zhich Maggie imagiQeV "ZRXld VXUel\ be a cRQVideUable VWeS
 iQ maVcXliQe ZiVdRm," leaYe heU diVVaWiVfied, like a WhiUVW\ WUaYeleU iQ a
 WUackleVV deVeUW. WhaW dReV EliRW VXbVWiWXWe fRU WhiV meQWal dieW? AfWeU

 Maggie'V chaQce diVcRYeU\ Rf ThRmaV a KemSiV, Ze'Ue WRld WhaW "The Rld
 bRRkV, ViUgil, EXclid, aQd AldUich-WhaW ZUiQkled fUXiW Rf Whe WUee Rf
 kQRZledge-had beeQ all laid b\" fRU a dRcWUiQe WhaW aQQRXQceV: " 'AQd
 if he VhRXld aWWaiQ WR all kQRZledge, he iV \eW faU Rff' " (SS. 387, 383).
 ThRXgh Whe fUXiWV Rf SaWUiaUchal kQRZledge QR lRQgeU Veem ZRUWh Whe
 eaWiQg, caQ Ze YieZ ThRmaV a KemSiV aV aQ\WhiQg mRUe WhaQ aQ RSiaWe
 fRU Whe hXQgeU SaiQV Rf RSSUeVViRQ? SXUel\ QRW. The mRUaliW\ Rf VXbmiV-
 ViRQ aQd UeQXQciaWiRQ iV RQl\ a VXblimaWed YeUViRQ Rf TRm'V SlaiQ-
 VSRkeQ SaWUiaUchal SURhibiWiRQ, aV Whe VaWaQic mRckeU, PhiliS Wakem,
 dReVQ'W fail WR SRiQW RXW. YeW iQ Whe laVW UeVRUW, EliRW makeV heU heURiQe
 liYe aQd die b\ WhiV iQheUiWed mRUaliW\ Rf female VXffeUiQg-aV if, iQ Whe
 ecRQRm\ Rf Whe We[W, iW ZaV QeceVVaU\ fRU Maggie WR die UeQRXQciQg iQ
 RUdeU fRU heU aXWhRU WR UeleaVe Whe flRRd Rf deViUe WhaW iV laQgXage
 iWVelf.16 Wh\?

 The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV geVWXUeV WRZaUd a laUgel\ XQacWed eUURU, Whe

 16. See CaURl ChUiVW, "AggUeVViRQ aQd PURYideQWial DeaWh iQ GeRUge EliRW'V FicWiRQ,"
 NRYel (WiQWeU 1976): 130-40, fRU a VRmeZhaW diffeUeQW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ.
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 elRSemeQW ZiWh SWeSheQ GXeVW Zhich ZRXld haYe Slaced Maggie fiQall\
 RXWVide Whe laZV Rf SW. Ogg'V. IQVWead Rf WhiV XQUeali]ed fall, Ze aUe
 RffeUed a mRmeQW Rf aWWemSWed WUaQVceQdeQce iQ Whe WimeleVV deaWh
 embUace Zhich abRliVheV Whe hiVWRU\ Rf diYiViRQ beWZeeQ bURWheU aQd
 ViVWeU-"liYiQg WhURXgh agaiQ iQ RQe VXSUeme mRmeQW, Whe da\V ZheQ
 Whe\ had claVSed WheiU liWWle haQdV iQ lRYe" (S. 655). WhaW iV VWUikiQg
 abRXW Whe QRYel'V eQdiQg iV iWV baQiVhiQg QRW VimSl\ Rf diYiViRQ bXW Rf
 Ve[Xal diffeUeQce aV Whe RUigiQ Rf WhaW diYiViRQ. The faQWaV\ iV Rf a ZRUld
 ZheUe bURWheU aQd ViVWeU mighW URam WRgeWheU, "iQdiffeUeQWl\," aV iW
 ZeUe, ZiWhRXW eiWheU cRQflicW RU hieUaUch\. We kQRZ WhaW WheiU childhRRd
 ZaV QRW like WhaW aW all, aQd Ze caQ VcaUcel\ aYRid cRQclXdiQg WhaW deaWh iV
 a high SUice WR Sa\ fRU VXch imagiQaU\ XQiRQ. IQ aQRWheU VeQVe, WRR, Whe
 abRliWiRQ Rf diffeUeQce maUkV Whe deaWh Rf deViUe fRU Maggie; "The LaVW
 CRQflicW" (Whe WiWle Rf Whe bRRk'V clRViQg chaSWeU) iV UeVRlYed b\ heU fiQal
 UeQXQciaWiRQ Rf GXeVW, UeVRlYed, mRUeRYeU, ZiWh Whe helS Rf "Whe liWWle Rld
 bRRk WhaW Vhe had lRQg agR leaUQed b\ heaUW" (S. 648). ThURXgh ThRmaV
 a KemSiV, EliRW achieYeV a VimXlWaQeRXV maQagemeQW Rf bRWh kQRZledge
 aQd deViUe, eYRkiQg aQ "iQYiVible" RU "VXSUeme WeacheU" ZiWhiQ Whe VRXl,
 ZhRVe YRice SURmiVeV "eQWUaQce iQWR WhaW VaWiVfacWiRQ Zhich [Maggie] had
 VR lRQg beeQ cUaYiQg iQ YaiQ" (S. 384). ReSUeVViQg Whe SURblemaWic iVVXe
 Rf bRRk leaUQiQg, WhiV "iQYiVible WeacheU" iV aQ aVSecW Rf Whe Velf Zhich RQe
 mighW call Whe YRice Rf cRQVcieQce RU, alWeUQaWiYel\, VXblimaWed ma[imV.
 IQ "Whe liWWle Rld bRRk," Maggie fiQdV Whe aXWhRUi]ed YeUViRQ Rf heU RZQ
 aQd EliRW'V VWRU\, "ZUiWWeQ dRZQ b\ a haQd WhaW ZaiWed fRU Whe heaUW'V
 SURmSWiQg . . . Whe chURQicle Rf a VRliWaU\, hiddeQ aQgXiVh . . a laVWiQg
 UecRUd Rf hXmaQ QeedV aQd hXmaQ cRQVRlaWiRQV, Whe YRice Rf a bURWheU
 ZhR, ageV agR, felW aQd VXffeUed aQd UeQRXQced" (SS. 384-85).

 WheUe mighW Ze lRRk fRU aQ alWeUQaWiYe YeUViRQ RU, fRU WhaW maWWeU,
 fRU aQRWheU mRdel Rf diffeUeQce, RQe WhaW did QRW meUel\ VXbVWiWXWe XQiW\
 fRU diYiViRQ aQd did QRW Sa\ Whe SUice Rf deaWh RU WUaQVceQdeQce? Back WR
 Whe VchRRlURRm, ZheUe Ze fiQd TRm SaiQfXll\ cRmmiWWiQg WR memRU\
 Whe EWRQ GUammaU'V "RXleV fRU Whe GeQdeUV Rf NRXQV," Whe QameV Rf
 WUeeV beiQg femiQiQe, Zhile VRme biUdV, aQimalV, aQd fiVh "dicWa
 eSicReQa . . . aUe Vaid WR be eSiceQe."17 IQ eSiceQe laQgXage, aV diVWiQcW
 fURm laQgXage imagiQed aV eiWheU QeXWUal RU aQdURg\QRXV, geQdeU iV
 YaUiable aW Zill, a meUe meWaShRU. The UXleV fRU Whe geQdeUV Rf QRXQV,
 like SUeVcUiSWiRQV abRXW "maVcXliQe" RU "femiQiQe" VSecieV Rf kQRZledge,
 aUe VeeQ WR be eQWiUel\ aUbiWUaU\. ThXV Whe lameQW Rf DaYid fRU SaXl aQd
 JRQaWhaQ caQ be aSSURSUiaWed aV Whe eSiWaSh Rf bURWheU aQd ViVWeU (" 'IQ
 WheiU deaWh Whe\ ZeUe QRW diYided' "), aQd "Whe YRice Rf a bURWheU ZhR,
 ageV agR, felW aQd VXffeUed aQd UeQRXQced" caQ dRXble aV Whe YRice Rf a
 ViVWeU-aXWhRU, Whe SaVViRQaWel\ eSiceQe GeRUge EliRW. OQe aQVZeU, WheQ,
 WR m\ eaUlieU TXeVWiRQ (Wh\ dReV EliRW VacUifice heU heURiQe WR Whe

 17. See The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV, S. 676 Q.53.
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 mRUaliW\ Rf UeQXQciaWiRQ?) iV WhaW EliRW VaZ iQ ThRmaV a KemSiV a laQ-
 gXage Rf deViUe, bXW deViUe maQaged aV kQRZledge iV alVR maQaged-
 VXblimaWed QRW aV UeQXQciaWiRQ bXW aV ZUiWiQg. IQ VXch eSiceQe ZUiWiQg,
 Whe ZRmaQ ZUiWeU fiQdV heUVelf, RU fiQdV heUVelf iQ meWaShRU.

 4

 FRU IUigaUa\, Whe SUice Said b\ Whe ZRmaQ ZUiWeU fRU aWWemSWiQg WR
 iQVcUibe Whe claimV Rf ZRmeQ "ZiWhiQ aQ RUdeU SUeVcUibed b\ Whe maV-
 cXliQe" ma\ XlWimaWel\ be deaWh; Whe SURblem aV Vhe VeeV iW iV WhiV: "[HRZ
 caQ Ze] diVeQgage RXUVelYeV, aliYe, fURm WheiU cRQceSWV?"'8 The fiQal,
 l\Uical chaSWeU Rf Ce Ve[e TXi Q'eQ eVW SaV XQ, "QXaQd QRV leYUeV Ve SaUleQW,"
 iV, RU WUieV WR be, Whe alWeUQaWiYe Vhe SURSRVeV. IW begiQV bRldl\: "If Ze
 cRQWiQXe WR VSeak Whe Vame laQgXage WR each RWheU, Ze Zill UeSURdXce
 Whe Vame VWRU\."19 ThiV ZRXld be a hiVWRU\ Rf diVaSSURSUiaWiRQ, Whe Uec-
 RUd Rf Whe ZRmaQ ZUiWeU'V Velf-lRVV aV, aWWemSWiQg WR VZallRZ RU iQ-
 cRUSRUaWe aQ alieQ laQgXage, Vhe iV VZallRZed XS b\ iW iQ WXUQ:

 OQ Whe RXWVide, \RX aWWemSW WR cRQfRUm WR aQ RUdeU Zhich iV alieQ
 WR \RX. E[iled fURm \RXUVelf, \RX fXVe ZiWh eYeU\WhiQg WhaW \RX
 eQcRXQWeU. YRX mime ZhaWeYeU cRmeV QeaU \RX. YRX becRme
 ZhaWeYeU \RX WRXch. IQ \RXU hXQgeU WR fiQd \RXUVelf, \RX mRYe
 iQdefiQiWel\ faU fURm \RXUVelf, fURm me. AVVXmiQg RQe mRdel afWeU
 aQRWheU, RQe maVWeU afWeU aQRWheU, chaQgiQg \RXU face, fRUm, aQd
 laQgXage accRUdiQg WR Whe SRZeU WhaW dRmiQaWeV \RX. SXQdeUed. B\
 leWWiQg \RXUVelf be abXVed, \RX becRme aQ imSaVViYe WUaYeVW\.20

 ThiV, SeUhaSV, iV ZhaW MilleU meaQV b\ "a SRVWXUe Rf imSRVWXUe," "Whe
 XQcRmfRUWable SRVWXUe Rf all ZRmeQ ZUiWeUV iQ RXU cXlWXUe, ZiWhiQ aQd
 ZiWhRXW Whe We[W."21 MimiQg haV becRme abVRUSWiRQ WR aQ alieQ RUdeU.
 OQe WhiQkV Rf Maggie, a cRQVXmeU ZhR iV iQ WXUQ cRQVXmed b\ ZhaW Vhe
 UeadV, aQ imiWaWiYe "aSSaUaWXV" ZhR, like Whe alieQaWed ZRmeQ imagiQed
 b\ IUigaUa\, caQ RQl\ VSeak WheiU deViUe aV "machiQeV WhaW aUe VSRkeQ,
 machiQeV WhaW VSeak." SSeakiQg Whe Vame laQgXage, VSRkeQ iQ Whe laQ-
 gXage Rf Whe Same ("If Ze cRQWiQXe WR VSeak WhiV VameQeVV, if Ze VSeak WR
 each RWheU aV meQ haYe VSRkeQ fRU ceQWXUieV ... Ze Zill fail each RWheU"),
 Vhe caQ RQl\ be UeSURdXced aV Whe hiVWRU\ Rf a fall.22 EliRW heUVelf, Rf
 cRXUVe, QeYeU VR mXch aV geVWXUeV WRZaUd IUigaUa\'V jXbilaQW XWRSiaQ lRYe

 18. IUigaUa\, "WheQ OXU LiSV SSeak TRgeWheU," WUaQV. CaURl\Q BXUke, SigQV 6 (AX-
 WXmQ 1980): 75.

 19. Ibid., S. 69.
 20. Ibid., SS. 73-74.
 21. MilleU, "EmShaViV Added," S. 46.
 22. IUigaUa\, "WheQ OXU LiSV SSeak TRgeWheU," S. 69.
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 laQgXage beWZeeQ WZR ZRmeQ-a laQgXage Rf deViUe ZhRVe RbjecW ("l'iQ-
 diffeUeQWe") iV WhaW iQWeUQal (iQ)diffeUeQce Zhich, iQ aQRWheU cRQWe[W, BaU-
 baUa JRhQVRQ callV "QRW a diffeUeQce beWZeeQ ... bXW a diffeUeQce ZiWhiQ.
 FaU fURm cRQVWiWXWiQg Whe We[W'V XQiTXe ideQWiW\, iW iV WhaW Zhich VXbYeUWV
 Whe YeU\ idea Rf ideQWiW\." WhaW iV deVWUR\ed, cRQceSWXall\, iV Whe "XQ-
 eTXiYRcal dRmiQaWiRQ Rf RQe mRde Rf VigQif\iQg RYeU aQRWheU."23
 IUigaUa\'V e[SeUimeQW iQ "QXaQd QRV l1YUeV Ve SaUleQW" iV Rf WhiV kiQd, aQ
 aWWemSW WR UeleaVe Whe VXbWe[W Rf female deViUe, WheUeb\ XQdRiQg UeSUeV-
 ViRQ aQd deSUiYiQg meWalaQgXage Rf iWV claim WR WUXWh. "ThiV ZeaUiVRme
 labRU Rf dRXbliQg aQd mimiQg" iV QR lRQgeU eQRXgh.24

 BXW fRU all IUigaUa\'V e[SeUimeQWaliVm, Whe "diffeUeQce" iV QRW WR be
 lRcaWed aW Whe leYel Rf Whe VeQWeQce, aV MilleU UemiQdV XV.25 RaWheU, ZhaW
 Ze fiQd iQ "QXaQd QRV leYUeV Ve SaUleQW" iV ZUiWiQg deVigQed WR iQdicaWe
 Whe cXlWXUal deWeUmiQaQWV Zhich bRXQd Whe ZRmaQ ZUiWeU aQd, fRU
 IUigaUa\, deSUiYe heU Rf heU mRVW fXQdameQWal UelaWiRQVhiS: heU Ue-
 laWiRQVhiS WR heUVelf. IQ facW, ZhaW VeemV mRVW VSecificall\ "femiQiQe"
 abRXW IUigaUa\'V SUacWice iV QRW iWV e[SeUimeQWaliVm aV VXch bXW iWV di-
 alRgXe Rf RQe/WZR, iWV faQWaV\ Rf Whe WZR-iQ-RQe: "IQ life Whe\ aUe QRW
 diYided," WR UeShUaVe DaYid'V lameQW. The liSV WhaW VSeak WRgeWheU (Whe
 liSV Rf female lRYeUV) aUe heUe imagiQed aV iQiWiaWiQg a dialRgXe QRW Rf
 cRQflicW RU UeXQiRQ, like Maggie aQd TRm'V, bXW Rf mXWXaliW\, lack Rf
 bRXQdaUieV, cRQWiQXiW\. If bRWh IUigaUa\ aQd EliRW kill Rff Whe ZRmaQ
 eQgXlfed b\ maVcXliQe lRgic aQd laQgXage, bRWh eQd alVR--aQd Qeed WR
 eQd-b\ UeleaViQg a VZiUl Rf (im)SRVVibiliW\:

 TheVe VWUeamV dRQ'W flRZ iQWR RQe, defiQiWiYe Vea; WheVe UiYeUV haYe
 QR SeUmaQeQW baQkV; WhiV bRd\, QR fi[ed bRUdeUV. ThiV XQceaViQg
 mRbiliW\, WhiV life. Which Whe\ mighW deVcUibe aV RXU UeVWleVVQeVV,
 ZhimV, SUeWeQVeV, RU lieV. FRU all WhiV VeemV VR VWUaQge WR WhRVe ZhR
 claim "VRlidiW\" aV WheiU fRXQdaWiRQ.26

 IV WhaW, fiQall\, Zh\ Maggie mXVW be dURZQed, VacUificed aV a mimeWic
 "aSSaUaWXV," mXch aV Whe VRlidiW\ Rf SW. Ogg'V iV VZeSW aZa\, WR Whe flRRd
 ZhRVe mXUmXUiQg ZaWeUV VZell Whe "lRZ mXUmXU" Rf Maggie'V liSV aV
 Whe\ UeSeaW Whe ZRUdV Rf ThRmaV a KemSiV? WheQ Whe SUa\iQg Maggie
 feelV Whe flRZ Rf ZaWeU aW heU kQeeV, Whe liWeUal VeemV WR haYe meUged ZiWh
 a figXUal flRZ; aV EliRW ZUiWeV, "Whe ZhRle WhiQg had beeQ VR UaSid-VR
 dUeamlike-WhaW Whe WhUeadV Rf RUdiQaU\ aVVRciaWiRQ ZeUe bURkeQ" (S.
 651). IW iV VXUel\ aW WhiV mRmeQW iQ Whe QRYel WhaW Ze mRYe mRVW cleaUl\
 iQWR Whe XQbRXQded Uealm Rf deViUe, if QRW Rf ZiVh fXlfilmeQW. IW iV aW WhiV

 23. BaUbaUa JRhQVRQ, The CUiWical DiffeUeQce (BalWimRUe, 1981), SS. 4, 5.
 24. IUigaUa\, "WheQ OXU LiSV SSeak TRgeWheU," S. 71.
 25. See MilleU, "EmShaViV Added," S. 38.
 26. IUigaUa\, "WheQ OXU LiSV SSeak TRgeWheU," SS. 76-77.
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 mRmeQW Rf iQXQdaWiRQ, iQ facW, WhaW Whe WhemaWicV Rf female deViUe VXU-
 face mRVW cleaUl\.27

 We Zill lRRk iQ YaiQ fRU a VSecificall\ femiQiQe liQgXiVWic SUacWice iQ
 The Mill RQ Whe FlRVV; "a SRVVible RSeUaWiRQ Rf Whe femiQiQe iQ laQgXage" iV
 alZa\V elVeZheUe, QRW \eW, QRW heUe, XQleVV iW VimSl\ UeiQVcUibeV Whe e[clX-
 ViRQV, cRQfiQeV, aQd iUUegXlaUiWieV Rf Maggie'V edXcaWiRQ. BXW ZhaW Ze
 ma\ fiQd iQ bRWh EliRW aQd IUigaUa\ iV a cUiWiTXe Zhich geVWXUeV be\RQd
 cXlWXUal bRXQdaUieV, iQdicaWiQg Whe SeUimeWeUV ZiWhiQ Zhich WheiU ZUiWiQg
 iV SURdXced. FRU Whe aVWURQRmeU ZhR haWeV ZRmeQ iQ geQeUal, Whe
 femiQiVW cUiWic ma\ ZiVh WR VXbVWiWXWe aQ aXWhRU ZhR YiQdicaWeV RQe
 ZRmaQ iQ SaUWicXlaU RU, like IUigaUa\, iQVcUibeV Whe claimV Rf all ZRmeQ.
 IQ SaUW a cUiWic Rf ideRlRg\, Vhe Zill alVR ZaQW WR XQcRYeU Whe Za\V iQ
 Zhich ma[imV RU idOeV UegXV fXQcWiRQ iQ Whe VeUYice Rf iQVWiWXWiRQali]iQg
 aQd "ma[imi]iQg" miVRg\Q\ RU VimSl\ deQ\ diffeUeQce. BXW iQ Whe laVW
 UeVRUW, heU SUacWice aQd heU WheRU\ cRme WRgeWheU iQ EliRW'V lameQW abRXW
 meWaShRU-"WhaW Ze caQ VR VeldRm declaUe ZhaW a WhiQg iV, e[ceSW b\
 Va\iQg iW iV VRmeWhiQg elVe." The QeceVVaU\ XWRSiaQiVm Rf femiQiVW cUiWi-
 ciVm ma\ be Whe aWWemSW WR declaUe ZhaW iV b\ Va\iQg VRmeWhiQg elVe-
 WhaW "VRmeWhiQg elVe" Zhich SUeVVeV bRWh IUigaUa\ aQd EliRW WR cRQclXde
 WheiU YeU\ diffeUeQW ZRUkV ZiWh aQ imagiQaWiYe UeachiQg be\RQd aQal\Wic
 aQd UealiVWic mRdeV WR Whe meWaShRUV Rf XQbRXQded female deViUe iQ
 Zhich each fiQdV heUVelf aV a ZRmaQ ZUiWiQg.

 27. See GilliaQ BeeU, "Be\RQd DeWeUmiQiVm": "EliRW iV faVciQaWed b\ Whe XQaVVXageable
 lRQgiQgV Rf heU heURiQe. She allRZV Whem fXlfilmeQW iQ a fRUm Rf SlRW Zhich VimSl\ glideV
 RXW Rf Whe chaQQelled VeTXeQce Rf VRcial gURZWh aQd makeV liWeUal Whe e[SaQViRQ Rf deViUe.
 The UiYeU lRVeV iWV fRUm iQ Whe flRRd" (S. 88).
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