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Advertifement.

THE IpLer having omitted to di-
ftinguith the Effays of his Corre-
{pondents by any particular fignature,
thinks it neceflary to inform his Read-
ers, that from the ninth, the fifteenth,
thirty fourth, forty third, fifty fifth,
{ixty eighth, feventy feventh, eightieth,
eighty third, ninety fourth, ninety fe-
venth, and ninety ninth Papers, he
claims no other praife than that of hav-
ing given them to the Publick,
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No. 1. Saturday, April 15, 1458,

Vacui fub umbra

Lufimus. Hox.
If beneath the carelefs fhade, .
Harmonious lyre, with thee I've p'ay'd. Fran,

HOSE who attempt periodical effays,
feem to be often ftopped in the beginning, by
the difficulty of finding 2 proper title for their
work. Two writers fince the time of the Speftator,
have aflumed his name, without any pretenfions to
lawful inheritance ; an effort was once made to revive
the Tatler; and the ftrange appellations, by which
papers have been called, futficiently thow that the au-
thors were diftrefled, like the natives of America, who
fometimes come to the Europeans to beg a Name.
. IT will be eafily believed of the IpLer, that if his
title had required any fearch, he never would have
found it. Every mode of life has its conveniencies.
The idler, who habituates him@lf to be fatisfied
Vou. L. B with
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‘with what he can moft eafily obtain, not only efcapes
labours which are often fruitlefs, but fometimes fuc-
ceeds better than thofe who defpife whatever is within
their reach, .and think every thing more valuable as
it is harder to be acquired.

Ir fimilitude of manners be a motive to kindnefs,
the IpLer may flatter himfelf with univerfal patron-
age. 'There is no fingle charater under which fuch
numbers are comprifed. Every Manis, or hopes to be,
an idler. Even thofe who feem to differ moft from
us are haftening to encreafe our fraternity ; as peace
is the end"of war, to be idle is the ultimate purpofe
of the bufy.

Trere is perhaps no appellation by which a writer

can better denote his kindred to the human fpecies.
It has been found hard to defcribe man by an adequate
definition. Some philofophers have called him a rea-
fonable animal, but others have confidered reafon as a
quality of which many animals partake. He has been
termed likewife a laughing animal ; but it is faid that
fome men have never laughed. Perhaps man may
be more properly diftinguithed as an idle animal ; for
there is no man who is not fometimes idle. Tt is at
leaft a definition, from which nbne that fhall find it in
this paper can be excepted ; for who can be more idle
than the reader of the IpLER ?

‘TraT the definition may be complete, idlenefs muft
be not only the general, but the peculiar charateriftic
of Man ; and perhaps he is the only being that can
properly  be called idle, that does by others what he
might do himfelf, or facrifices duty or pleafure to the
love of eafe.

ScARCELY any name can be imagined from which
lefs envy or competition is to be dreaded. The idler
has no rivals or enemies. The man of bufinefs for-

ets him ; the man of enterprize defpifes -him ; and
though fuch as tread the fame trac of life, fall “com-
monly into_jealoufy and difcord, idlers are always
-found to affociate in peace ; and he who is moft famed,
for domg nothing, is glad to meet another as idle
himfelf.
: Waart
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" WHaT is to be expeted from this paper, whether
it will be uniform or various, learned or familiar, fe-
rious or gay, political or moral, continued or inter-
rupted, - it is hoped that no reader will enquire. 'That
the IpLer has fome fcheme, cannot be doubted ; for
to form fchemes is the idler’s privilege. But though
he has many proje&s in his head, he is {paring of com-
munication, having obferved, that his hearers are apt
to remember what he forgets himfelf ; that his tardi-
nefs of execution expofes him to the encroachments of
thofe who catch 2 hint and fall to work, and/that very
{pecious plans, after long contrivance and pompous
difplays, have fubfided in wearinefs without a trial,
and without mifcarriage been blafted by derifion.

SomeTHING the IDLER’s charalter may be fuppof-
ed to promife. Thofe that are curious after diminutive
hiffory, who watch the revolutions of families,
and the rife and fall of charadters, either male or female,
will hope to be gratified by this paper ; for the idler
is always inquifitive and feldom retentive. He that
delightsin obloquy and fatire, and wifhes to fce clouds
gathering over every reputation that dazzles him with
its brightnefs, will fnatch up the IpLex’s Effays with a
beating heart. The idler is naturally cenforious ;
thofe who attempt nothing themfelves, fuppofe every
. thing eafily performed, and confider the unficcefsful
always as criminal. _

I tHiNk it neceffary to give notice, -that I make no
contract, nor incur any obligation. If thofe who de-
pend on the IpLer for intelligencé and entertainment,
fhould fuffer the difappointment which commonly fol-
lows fuch ill-placed expe@ations, they are to lay the
blame on themfelves. , -

YeT hope is not wholly to be caft away. The
IpLER, though fluggifh, is yet alive, and may fome-
times be flimulated to vigour and aivity. He
may then defcend inte profoundnefs, or tower into
fublimity ; for the diligence of an idler is rapid and
impetuous ; as ponderous bodies forced into velocity
move with violence proportionate to their weight.

But thefe violent exertions of intelle€t cannot be

B 2 very
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very frequent, and he will therefore gladly receive help
from any correfpondent, who thall enable him to pleafe
without his own labour. He excludes no fyle, he
prohibits no fubje ; only let him ‘that writesito the
IpLer remember, that his letters muft not be long ;
no words ought to be {quandered in declarations of ef-
teem, or confeffions of inability ; confcious dulnefs has
little right to be prolix, and praife is not fo welcome
fo the IpLER as quiet.

DE T2 D Do (o IRAAPF o6
No. 2.  Saturday, April 22, 1758,

' Toto wix quater anm
Membranam. —————- "Hor.

If hardly once a quarter of a year,
So idle grown, a fingle theet appear. Fran.

ANY pofitions are often on the tongue, but
feldom in the mind ; there are many truths
which every human being acknowledges and forgets.
Itis generally known, that he who expe@s much will
be often difappointed ; yet difappointment {eldom cures
us of expetation, or has any other effe&, than that
of producing a moral fentence, or peevifh exclamation.
He that embarks in the voyage of life, will always
with to advance rather by the impulfe of the wind,
than the ftrokes of the oar ; and many founder in the
paflage, while they lie waiting for the gale that is to
waft them to their with. 7
It will naturally be fufpeCted that the IpLER has
lately fuffered fome difappointment, and that he does
not talk thus gravely for nothing. No man is required
to betrayed his own fecrets. 1 will, however, confefs,
that I have now been a writer almoft a week, and have
not yet heard a fingle word of praife, nor received a
hint from any corre{pondent.
\Waexce this negligence proceeds I am not able to
. difcover.
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difcover. Many of my predeceffors have thought
themfelves obliged to return their acknowledgments in
the fecond paper, for the kind reception of the firft ;
and in a thort time, apologies have become neceflary
to thofe ingenious gentlemen and ladies, whofe per-
formagces, though in the higheft degree elegant and
learned, have béen unavoidably delayed.

Waat then will be thought of mé¢, who, having
experienced ne kindnels, have no thanks to return ;
whom no gentleman or lady has yet enabled to give
any caufe of difcontent, and who have therefore no
opportunity of thewing how [kilifully I can pacify re-
fentment, extenuate negligence, or palliate rejettion.

I nave long known that fplendor of reputation is
not to be counted among the neceflaries of life, and
therefore thall not much repine if praife be withheld
untill it is better deferved. But furely I may be al-
lowed to complain that, in a nation of authors, not
one has thought me worthy .of notice after fo fair an
invitation. :

At the time, when the rage of writing has feized
the old and young, when the cook warbles her lyrics
in the kitchen, and the threfher vociferates his heroics
in the barn ; ‘'when our traders deal out knowledge in
bulky volumes, and our girls forfake their famplers to
teach kingdoms wifdom, it may feem very unneceflary
to draw any more from their proper occupations, by
affording new opportunities of literary fame.

I suourLp be unwilling to find that, for the fake of
correfponding with the IpLERr, the fmith’s iron had
cooled on the anvil, or the fpinfter’s diftaff ftood unem-
ployed. I folicit only the contributions of thofe, who
have already devoted themfelves to literature, or,
without any determinate attention, wander at large
through the expanfe of life, and wear out the day in
hearing at one place, what they relate at another.

Or thefe, a great part are already writers. One
has a friend in the country upon whom he exercifes his
powers ; whofe paflions he raifes and deprefles ; whofe
underftanding he perplexes with paradoxes, or ftrength-
ens by argument ; whofe admiration he courts, whofe
' Bj praifes
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praifes he enjoys ; and who ferves him inftead of a
fenate or a theatre ; as the young foldiers in the Ro-
man camp learned the ufe of their weapons by fencing
againft a poft in the place of an enemy.

AnoTHER has his pockets filled with effays and
epigrams, which he reads, from houfe to houfe,
to {elett parties ; and which his acquaintances are daily
entreating him to withhold no longer from the impa-
tience of the public. :

Ir among thefe any one is perfuaded that, by fuch
preludes ot compofition, he has qualified himfelf to
appear in the open world, and is yet afraid of thofe
cenfures which they who have already written, and they
who cannot write, are equally ready to fulminate againft
public pretenders to fame, he may, by tranfmitting his
performances to the InLer, makea cheap experiment
of his abilities, and enjoy the pleafure of fuccefs, with~
out the hazard of mifcarriage.

Maxy advantages not generally known arife from
this method of ftealing on the public. The ftanding
author of the paper 15 always the objett of critical
malignity. Whatever is mean will be imputed to him,
and whatever is excellent be afcribed to his affiftants.
It does not much alter the event, that.the author and
his correfpondents are equally unknown ; for the au-
thor, whoever he be, is an individual, of whom every
reader has {ome fixed idea, and whom he is therefore
unwilling to gratify with applaufe ; but the praifes
given to his correfpondents are {cattered in the air, none
can tell on whom they will light, and therefore none
are unwiiling to beftow them.

He that is known to contribute to a periodical work,
needs no other caution than not to tell what particular
pieces are his own: fuch fecrefy is indeed very diffi-
cult ; but if it can be maintained, it is fcarcely to be jma-
gined at how fmall an expence he may grow confi-
derable.

A rersox of quality, by a fingle paper, may en-

ofs the honour of a volume. Fame is indeed dealt
with a hand lefs and lefs bounteous through the fubor-
cinate ranks, till it defcends to the protefled authtl)lr,

who
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who will find it very difficult to get more than he de-
ferves ; but every man who does not want it, of who
needs not value it, may have liberal allowances ;
and for five letters in the year fent to the IpLer,
of which perhaps only two are printed, will be promot-,
ed to the fist rank of writers, by thofe who are weary
of the prefent race of wits, and with to fink them inta
obfcurity by the brighter luftre of a name not yet known
enough to be deteited. :

e NS I IR DA L ATl NS NGy
7 G S NSRS S MTRT L ST

No. 3. Saturday, Aorl 29, 1758,

Otia vite
Solamur cantu. : StaT.

Oour leifure hours, we with a fong amufe.

T has long been the complaint of thofe who fre-

quent the theatres, thatall the dramatic art has
been long exhaufted, and that the viciffitudes of fortune,
- and accidents of life, have been thewn in every poffible
combination, till the firft {fcene informs us of the.laft,
and the play no fooner opens, than every auditor knows
how it will conclude. When a plot is laid in a tra-
Fedy, we guefs by whom it will be detefted ; when a
etter is dropt in a comedy, we can tell by whom it
will be found. Nothing is now left for the poet but
chara&er and fentiment, which are to make their way
as they can, without the foft anxiety of fufpenfe, or the
enlivening agitation of {urprize.

A ~ew paper lies under the fame difadvantages as
anew play. There is danger left it be new without
novelty. My earlier predeceffors had their choice of
vices and follies, and feleCted fuch as were molt likely
to raife merriment or attraét attention ; they had the
whole field of life before them, untrodden and unfur-
veyed ; charalers of every kind thot up in their way,

: B 4 and

-~
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and thofe of the moft luxuriant growth, or moft con-
fpicuous colours, were naturally cropt by the firft
tickle. 'They that follow are forced to peep into neg-
jieCted corners, to note the cafual varieties of the fame
{pecies, and to recommend themfelves by minute in-
duftry, anddiftinGtions too fubtle for comimon eyes.

SoMETIMES it may happen, that the hafte or neg-
ligeace of the firft inquirers, has left enough behind
to reward another fearch ; and fometimes new objets
ftart up under the eye; and he that is looking for one
kind ot matter, is amply gratified by the difcovery of
ancther. But itill it muft be allowed, that, as more
is tzken, lefs can remain, and every truth brought new-
Iy to light, impoverithes the mine, from which fuc-
ceeding mrelle®ts are to dig their treafures.

Max v philofophers imagine that the elements them-
felves may be in time exbaufted. That the fun, by
fhining long, will effufe all its light ; and that, by the
continual waite of aqueous particles, the whole earth
wili at laft become a fandy defart.

I wouLp notadvife my readers to difturb themfelves,
by contriving how they fhall live without light and wa-
ter. For the days of univerfal thirft and perpetual
darknefs are at a great diftance. 'The ocean and the
fun will laft our time, and we may leave pofterity to
fhift for themfelves. :

Ir the ftores of nature are limited, much more nar-
row bounds muil be fet to the modes of life ; 2nd man-
kind may want a moral or amufing paper, many years
before they fhall be deprived of drink or day-light.
“’his want, which to the bufy and the inventive, may
feem eafily remediable by fome fubititute or other, the
vhole race of idlers will feel with all the fenfibility
that torpid antmals can fuffer.

VWiuex I confider the innumerable multitudes, that,
having no motive of defire, or determination of will,
liz freezing in perpetual inalivity, till fome external
impulfe puts them in motion ; who awake in the morn-
ing, vacant of thought, with minds gaping for the in-
teileGtual food, which fome kind effayift has been ac-
cuftomed to fupply ; I am moved by the commifer-

ation
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ation with which all human beings ought to behold the
diftrefles of each other, to try fome expedients for their
relief, and to inquire by what methods the liftle(s may
be aCtuated, and the empty may be filled.

TrerE are faid to be pleafures in madnefs known
only to madmen. ‘There are certainly miferies in idle-
nefs, which the idler only can conceive. Thefe
miferies I have often felt and often bewailed. I know,
by experience, how welcome is every avocation thar
fummons the thoughts to 2 new image ; and how much
languor and laffitude are relieved by that officioulnefs
which offers a momentary amufement to him who is
unable to find it for himfelf.

It is naturally indifferent to this race of men what
entertainment they receive, {o they are but entertained.
They catch, with equal eagernefs, at a moral letture,
or the memoirs of a robber; a prediGtion of the ap-
pearance of a comet, or the .calculation of the chances
of a lottery. '

Tuey might therefore, eafily be pleafed, if they
confulted only their own minds ; but thofe who will not
take the trouble to think for themfelves, have always
“fomebody that thinks for them ; and the difficulty in
writing is to pleafe thofe from whom others learn to
be pleafed. '

Mucn mifchief is done in the world with very little
intereft or defign. He that affumes the charaéter of a
critic, and jultifies his claim by perpetual cenfure,
imagines that he is hurting none but the author, and
him he confiders as a peltilent antinal, whom everv
other being has a right to perfecute: little does he
think how many harmlefs men he involves in his owa
guilt, by teaching themn to be noxious without malig-
nity, to repeat objeCtions which they do not under-
ftand ; how many honeit minds he debars from pleafure,
by exciting an artificial fattidioufnefs, and making them
too wile to concur with their own fenfations. He wito
is, taught by a critic to diflike that wiich pleafed hin
i his natural ftate, has the fame reafon to complain &f
lis inftructor, as the mad-man to rail at his doétor,
‘who when he thought himfelf mafter of Peru, phy-
ficked him to poverty.

B ¢ Ie
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If men will ftruggle againft their own advantage,
they are not to expet that the InLEr will take much
pains upon them ; he has himfelf to pleafe as well as
them ; and has long learned, or endeavoured to learq,
not to make the pleafure of others too neceflary to his
own.

No. 4.  Saturday, My 6, 1758.

Harlas yze Gihserxe. Howum.

A frtend to all he was.

"HARITY, or tendernefs for the poor, which is

+ now juftly confidered, by a great part of mankind,
as infeparable from plety, and in which almotft all the
goodnefs of the prefent age confifts, is, I think, known
only to thole who enjoy, either immediately or by tranf-
miflion, the light of revelation. :

Thosk antient nations who have given us the wifeft
models of government, and the brighteft examples of
patriotifm, whofe inflitutions have been tranfcribed by
all fucceeding legiflators, and whofe hiftory is ftudied
by every candidate for political or military reputation,
have yet left behind them no mention of alms houfes

- or hofpitals, of places where age might repofe, or fick-
nefs be relieved.

‘T'He Roman emperors, indeed, gave large donatives
tothe citizens and foldiers ; but thefe diftributions were
always reckoned rather popular than virtuous: no-
thing more was intended than an oftentation of libera-
lity, nor was any recompence expected, but fuffrages
and acclamations.

THE1r beneficence was merely occafional; he that
ceafed to need the favour of the people, ceafed like-
wife to court it; and therefore, no man thought it
either neceffary or wife to make any ftanding provifion

for
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for the needy, to look forwards to the wants of pofte-
rity, or to fecure fucceflions of charity, for fucceflions
of diftrefs.

Compassion is by fome reafoners, on whom the
name of philofophers has been too eafily conferred, re-
folved into an affeCtion merely felfith, an involuntary
perception of pain at the involuntary fight of a being
like ourfelves languithing in mifery. But this {enfation,
if ever it be felt at all from the brute inftin&t of unin-
ftrufted nature, will only produce effeéts defultory and
tranfient ; it will never {ettle into a principle of ation,
or extend relief to calamities unfeen, in generations not
yet in being,

Tue devotion of life or fortune to the fuccour of
the poor, is 2 height of virtue, to which humanity has
never rien by its own power. The charity of the
Mahometans, is a precept which their teacher evident!
tranfplanted from the dorines of chriftianity ; and the
care with which fome of the oriental feéts attend,
as is faid, to the neceflities of the difeafed and indigent,
may be added to the other arguments, whichprove
Zoroafter, to have borrowed his inflitutions froin the
law of Mofes.

Tue prefent age, though not likely to thine here-
after, among the moft fplendid periods of hittory, has
vet given examples of charity, which may be very
properly recommended to imitation. 'The equal (iftrie
bution of wealth, which long commerce has produced,
does not enable any fingle hand to raife edifices of piety
like fortified cities, to appropriate manors to religious
ufes, or deal out {uch large and lafting beneficence as
was {cattered over the land in antient times, by thofe
who poflefled counties or provinces. But no fooner is
anew {pecies of mifery brought to view, and a defign
of relieving it profeficd, than every hand is open to -
contribute {fomething, every tongue is bufied in follici-
tation, and every art of pleafure is employed for a
time in the intereft of virtue. '

True mott apparent and prefling miferies inc'dent.to
man, have now their peculiar houfes of recep:ion and
relief, and there are few among us, raifed nowever

' liztle,
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little, above the danger of poverty, who may not juftly
claim, what is implored by the Mahometans in their
mo't ardent benedittions, the praversof the poor.

Auoxc thofe ations which the mind can moft fe-
curely review with unabated pleafure, is that of having
contributed to an hofpital for the fick. Of fome kinds
of charity the confequences are dubious; fome evils
which beneficence has been bufy to remedy, are not
certainly known to be very painful to the fufferer, nor
detrimental fo the community ; ‘but no man can quef-
tion whether wounds and ficknefs are not really painful,
whether it be not worthy of a good man’s care to re-
ftore thofe to eafe and ufefulnefs, from whofe labour
infants and women expeét their bread, and who, by a
cafual hurt, or lingering difeafe, lye pining in want
and anguifh, burthenfome to others, and weary of
themfelves.

Y= as the hofpitals of the prefent time fubfift only
by gifts beftowed at pleafure, without any folid fund
of fupport, there is danger left the blaze of charity,
wkich now turas with fo much heat and fplendor,
thould die away for want of lafting fuel; left fathion
thould fuddenly withdrasy her fmile, and inconftancy
transfer the publick attention to fomething which may
.appear more eligible, becaufe it will be new.

WhraTeVER is left in the hands of chance muft be
fubjeét to viciffitude ; and when any eftablifhment is
found to be ufeful, it cught to be the next care to
make it permanent. :

Bu T man is a tranfitory being, and his defigns muft
partake of the imperfeftions of their author. To
confer duration is not always in our power. We muft
{natch the prefent moment, and employ it well, with-
out too much follicitude for the future, and content
ourfelves with refleCting that our part is performed.
He that waits for an opportunity to do much at once,
may breathe out his life in idle withes, and regret, in
the laft hour, his ufelefs intentions, and barren zeal.

Tae moft altive promoters of the prefent fchemes
of charity, cannot be cleared from fome inftances of

mifcondu, which may awaken contempt or cenfure,
and
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and haften that negle& which is fikely to come too foon
of itfelf. ‘The open competitions between different
hofpitals, and the animofity with which their patrons
oppofe one another, may prejudice weak minds again(t
them all: For it will not be eafily believed, that any
man can, for good reafons, with to exclude another
from doing good. The {pirit of charity can only be
continued by a reconciliation of thefe ridiculous feuds ;
and therefore, inftead of contentions, wuo fhall be the
only benefaflors to the needy, let there be no other
firuggle than wro fhall be the firft.

No. 5. Saturday, May 13, 1758.

KatAhag
AV dowidwr awacio
AT dyyior amdilor, Anac.
In woman, beauty ferves for fhield and fpear.

O UR military operations are at laft begun; our
troops are marching in all the pomp of war, and
a camp is marked out on the Ifle of Wight ; the beart
of every Englithman now {wells with confidence, though
fomewhat foftened by generous compatfion for the con-
fternation and diftreffes of our enemies.

Tais formidable armament and fplendid march pro-
duce different effets upon different minds, according
to the boundlefs diverfities of temper, occupation, and
habits of thought.

Many a tender maiden confiders her lover as al-
ready loft, becanfe he cannot reach the camp but by
croffing the fea ; others, of 2 more political underftand-
ing, are perfuaded that we thall now fee, in a few days,
the ambafladors of France fupplicating for pity. Some
are hoping for a bloody battle, becaufe a bloody battle

' makes
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makes a vendible narrative ; fome are compofing fongs
of viGtory: fome planning arches of triumph ; and
fome are mixing fireworks for the celebration of a peace.

Or all extenfive and complicated objeéts different
parts are feleCted by different eyes; and minds are va-
rioufly affected, as they vary their attention. The care
of the public is now fixed upon our foldiers, who are
leaving their native country to wander, none can tell
how long, in the pathlefs'defarts of the ifle of Wight.
The Tender figh for their fufferings, and the Gay drink
for their fuccefs. I, who look, or believe myfelf to
look, with more philofophic eyes, on human affairs,
muit con:efs, that I faw the troops march with little
emotion ; my thoughts were fixed upon other fcenes,
and the tear ftole into my eyes, not for thofe that were
going away, but for thofe that were left behind.

WE bave no reafon’ to doubt but our troops will
proceed with proper caution ; there are men amon
them who can take care of themfelves. But how fhall
the ladies fufferlife without them? By what arts can
they, who have long had no joy. but from the civilities
of a foldier, now amufe their hours, and folace their
feparation ?

Or ffty thoufand men, now deftined to different
ftations, it we allow each to have been occafionally
neceffary only to four woinen, a thort computation will
inform us, that two hundred thoufand ladies are left
to Janguith in vexation ; two hundred thoufand ladies,
who muft run to fales and auétions without an attend-
ant; fit at the play, without a critic to dire® their
opinion; buy their fans by their own judgment ; dif-
pofe thells by their own invention; walk in the Mall
without a gallant; go to the. gardens without a pro-
teCtor ; and thutfle cards with vain impatience for want
of a fourth to complete the party.

Or thefe ladies fome, I hope, have lap-dogs, and
fome monkeys, but they are unfatisfactory companions.
Many ufeful offices are performed by men of fcarlet,
to which neither dog nor monkey has adequate abili-
ties: A parrot, indeed, is as fine as a colonel, and if
he has been much ufed to good company, is not wholly

without
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without converfation ; but a parrot, after all, is a poor
little creature, has neither fword nor fhoulder-knot,
can neither dance nor play at cards.

Since the foldiers muft obey the call of their duty,
and go to that fide of the kingdom which faces France,
I know not why the ladies, who cannot live without
them, thould not follow them. The prejudices and
pride of man have long prefamed the fword and fpindle
made for different hands, and denied the other fex, to
partake the grandeur of military glory. This notion
may be confiftently enough received in France, where
the Salic law excludes females from the throne; but
we, who allow them to be fovereigns, may furely fup-
po'e them capable to be foldiers.

It were to be withed that fome man, whofe expe-
rience and authority might enforce regard, would pro-
pofe that our encampments for the prefent year fhould
comprife an equal number of men and women, who
fhould march and fight in mingled bodies. If proper
colonels were once appointed, and the drums ordered
to beat for female volunteers, our regiments would foon
be filled without the reproach or cruelty of an imprefs.

Or thefe heroines, fome might ferve on foot, under
the denomination of the female buffs, and fome on
horfeback, with the title of Lady Huffars.

Wnat objetions can be made to this fcheme I
have endeavoured -maturely to confider; and cannot
find that a modern- foldier has any duties, except that
of obedience, which a lady cannot perform. If the
hair has loft its powder, a lady has a puff. Ifa coat
be {potted, a lady hasa brufh. Strength is of lefs im-
portance fince fire-arms have been ufed ; blows of the
hand are now feldom exchanged ; and what is there to
be done in the charge or the retreat beyond the powers
of a {prightly maiden ? .

Our mafculine fquadrons will not fuppofe them-
felves difgraced by their auxiliaries, till they have done
fomething which women could not have done. The
troops of Braddock never faw their enemies, and per-
haps were defeated by women. If.our prefent Ame-
rican general headed an army of girls, he might fill

alt
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a& with equal glory. Had Minorca been defended by
a female garrifon, it might have been furrendered, as it
was, without a breach ; and I cannot but think, that
feven thoufand women might have ventured to look
at Rochfort, fack a village, roba vineyard, and return
in fafety.

LG TTAGTTELALTLCTHEDS
No. 6.  Saturday, May 20, 1758,

Remernu,

Taptior éeﬂ;:; vinaie 'yrm;. Gr. Pro.
Woman, when good, is virtue’s treafure-houfe.

HE lady who had undertaken to ride on one
horfe a thoufand miles ina thoufand hours, has
completed her journey in a little more than two thirds
of the time fhipulated, and was conduied thiough the
Jaft mile with triumphal honours. Acclamation thout-
ed before her, and all the flowers of the fpring were

{cattered in her way.
Every heart ought to rejoice when true merit is

diftinguithed with public notice. Iam far from with-
ing either to the Amazon or her horfe, any diminution
of happinefs or fame, and cannot but lament that they
were not more amply and fuitably rewarded.

Tuere was once 2 time when wreaths of bays or
ozk were confidered as recompences equal to the moft
wearifome labours and terrific dangers, and when the
miferies of long marches and ftormy feas, were at once
driven from the remembrance by the fragrance of a

Jand. -

Ir this heroine had been born in ancient times, fhe
might perhaps have been delighted with the fimplicity
of ancient gratitude ; or if any thing was wanting te
full fatisfation, the might have fupplied the deficiency
with the hope of deification, and anticipated the altars

that fhould be raifed, and the vows that would be made,
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by future candidates for equeftrian glory, to the pa-
tronefs of the race and the goddefs of the ftable.

Bur fate referved her for 2 more enlightened age,
which has difcovered leaves and flowers to be tranfitory
things ; which confiders profit as the end of honour ;
and rates the event of every undertaking, only by the
noney that is gained or loft. Inthefe days, to ftrew
the road with primrofes and lilies, is to mock merit and
delude hope. The toyman will not give his jewels,
not the mercer meafure out Ins filks for vegetable coin.
A primrofe though picked up under the feet of the
moft renowned courfer, will neither be received as a
ftake at cards, nor procurea feat at an opera, nor buy
candles for a rout, nor lace fora livery. Aad though
there are many virtuofos, whofe fole ambition is to
poffefs fomething which can be found in no other hand,
yet they are more accuftomed to ftore their cabinets by
theft than purchafe, and none of them would give
any thing for one of the flowers of gratulation till he
knows all the reft are totally deftroyed.

Lirtre therefore did it avail this wonderful lady
to be received however joyfully, with fuch obfolete and
barren ceremonies of praife. Had the way been co-
vered with guineas, though but for the tenth part of
the laft mile, the would have confidered her fkill and
diligence as not wholly loft ; and might have rejoiced
in the fpeed and perfeverance which had left her fuch
{uperfluity of time, that fhe could at leifure gather her
reward without the danger of Atlanta’s mifcarriage.

So much ground could not, indeed, have been pav-
ed with gold but at a large expence, and we are at pre~
fent engaged in war which demands and enforces fru-
gality. But common rules are made only for com-
mon life, and fome deviation from general policy, may

~ be allowed in favour of a lady, that rode a thoufand

{

- miles in 4 thoufand hours.

Since the Spirit of antiquity fo much prevails a-
mongft us, that even on this great occafion we have
given flowers inftead of money, let usat leaft complete
our v:nitation of the ancients, and endeavour to tranf-
mit to pofterity, the memory of that virtue, which

we
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we confider as fuperior to pecuniary recompence. Let
an equeftrian ftatue of this heroine, be erected near the
ftarting poft on the heath of New-market, to fill kind. -
red fouls with emulation,- and tell the grand-daughters
of our grand-daughters what an Englith maiden has
once performed.

As events, however illuftiious, are foon obfcured
if they* are intrufted to tradition, I think it neceffary,
that the pedeftal thould be infcribed with a concife
account of this great peiformance. 'The compofition
of this narrative ought not to be committed rathly to
improper hands. If the rhetoricians of New-market,
who may be fuppofed likely to conceive in its full
ftrength the dignity of the fubjett, fhould undertake to
exprefsit, there is danger left they adinit fome phrafes
which, though well underftood at prefent, may be am.
biguous in another century. If pofterity fhould read
on a public monument that “ the lady carried her
“ horfea thoufand miles in a thoufand hours,” they
may think that the ftatue and infcription are at vari.
ance, becaufe one will reprefent the horfe as carrying
im fhdy, and the other tell that the lady carried her

orfe. : : ,

Some doubts likewife may be raifed by fpeculatifts,
and fome controverfies be agitated among hiftorians,
concerning the motive as well as the manner of the
altion. As it will be known that this wonder was
})er{ormed in a time of war, fome will fuppofe that the
ady was frighted by invaders, and fled to preferve
her life or her challity ; others will conjefture, that
fhe was thus honoured for fome intelligence carried of
the enemy’s defigns: fome will think that the brought
news of a victory, others that the was commiflioned
to tell of a confpiracy ; and fome will congratulate
themfelves on their acuter peneiration, and find, that
all thefe notions of patriotifm and public fpirit are im-
probable and chimerical ; they will confidently tell,
that the only ran away from her guardians, and that
the true caufe of her fpeed were fear and love.

Ler it therefore be carefully mentioned, that by
this performance, « She won her wager ;” ‘and, lgi.l:

' tats
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this-hould, by any change of manners, feem an in ade-
quate- o incrediblg incitement, let it be added, that at
this time, the original motives of human ations had
foft their influence ; that the love of praife wasextintt;
the fear of infamy was become ridiculous ; and the
only wifh of an Englifhman was,  to win bis wager.”

No.7.  Saturday, Moy 27, 1758.

O N E of the principal amufements of the Iorer
is to read the works of thofe miute hiftorians
the writers of news ; who, though contemptuoufly
overlooked by the compofers of bulky volumes, are
yet neceffary in a nation where much wealth produces
much leifure, and one part of the people has nothing
tohdo but to obferve the lives and fortunes of the
other.

To us, who are regaled every morning and evening

with intelligence, and are fupplied from-day -to-dag - --- -

with materials for converfation, it is difficult to conceive
how man can fubfift without a news-paper, orto
what entertainment companies can affemble, in thofe
wide regions of the earth that have neither Crroni-
cLes nor Macazines, neither Gazerres nor
ADVERTISERs, neither JournaLs nor Evening-
PosTs. '

Tuere are never great numbers in any nati-
on, whofe reafon or invention can find employment
for their tongues, who can raife a pleafing difcourfe
from their own ftock of fentiments and images ; and
thofe few who have qualified themfelves by fpeculation
for general difquifitions, are commonly feft without
an audience. T he common talk of men muft relate to
falls, in which the talkers have, or think they have,
an intereft ; and where fuch fa&s cannot be known,
the pleafures of fociety will be merely fenfual. Thus
the natives of the Mahometan empires, who approach
woft nearly to European civility, have no higher p{l'ea-

ure
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ture at their convivial affemblies than to hear a piper,
or gaze upon a tumbler ; and no company can keep to-
gether longer than they are diverted by founds or
thows. '

ALt foreigners remark, that the knowledge of the
common people of England is greater than that of any
other vulgar. 'This fupetiority we undoubtedly owe
to the rivulets of knowledge, which are continually
trickling among us, which every one can reach, and
of which every one partakes.

THuis univerfal diffufion of intelligence is, perhaps,
not wholly without its inconveniencies ; it certainly
fills the navon with fuperficial difputants ; enables
thofe to talk who were born to work ; and affords in-
formation fufficient to elate vanity, and ftitfen obftinacy,
but too little to enlarge the mind into complete fkill or
full comprehenfion. '

WHATEVER 1s found to gratify the public, will be
muldiplied by the emulation of venders beyond ne-
ceflity or ufe. This plenty indeed produces cheapnefs,
but cheapnefs always ends in negligence and depra-
vation.

THEe compilation of news-papers is often com-
mitted to narrow and mercenary minds, not qualified
for the tafk of delighting or inftructing ; who are con-
tent to fill their paper, with whatever matter, without
induftry to gather, or difcernment to felet.

Tuus journals are daily multiplied without increafe
of knowledge. Thetale of the morning paper is told
again in the evening, and the narratives of the even-
ing are brought again in the morning. Thefe repe-
titions, indeed, wafte time, but they do not fhorten it.
The moft eager perufer of news is tired before he has
completed his labour, and many a man who enters the
coffee-houfe in his night-gown and flippers, is called
away to his thop, or his dinner, before he has weli
confidered the ftate of Europe.

It is difcovered by Reaumur, that fpiders might
make filk, if they could be perfuaded to live in peace
together. 'The writers of news, if they could be con-

' federated, \
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federated, might give .more pleafure to the public.
The morning and evening authors might divide an
gvent between them ; and a fingle altion, and that not
of much importance, might be gradually difcovered, fo
as to vary a whole week with_ joy, anxiety, and con-
je&ure. ‘ ,

We know that a French fhip of war was lately taken
by a fhip of England ; but this event wasfuffered to
burlt upon us all at once ; and then what we knew al-
ready was echoed from day to day, and from week to
week.

Lzt us fuppofe thefe fpiders of literature could fpin
together, and enquire to what an extenfive web fuch
another event might be regularly drawn, and how
fix morning and fix evening writers might agtee to re-
tail their articles.

On Monpay Morning. The captain of a fhip
might arrive, who left the Friseur of France, and
the BuLLpog, captain Grim, in fight of one another,
- fothat an engagement feemed unavoidable.

Monpay Eveving. A found of cannon was
heard off Care FinisTERRE, fuppofed to be thofe
of the BurLpog and Friszur.

Tuespay Morning. It was this morning report-
ed, that the BuLLpoc engaged the Friseur, yard
arm and yard arm three glafles and a half, but was
obliged to fheer off for want of powder. It is hoped
tllxat enquiry will be made into this affair in a proper

ace.

P Tuespay Evenine. The account of the en-
gagement between the BurLpoc and the Friseur
was premature.

WEeDNESDAY MornING.  Another exprefs is ar-
rived, which -brings news, that the Friseur had loft
all her matfts, and three hundred of her men, in the
late engagement ; and captain Grim is come into har-
bour much fhattered.

Wepnespay Evening. We hear that the brave
captain Grim, baving expended his powder, propof-
ed to enter the Friseur fword in hand, but that his

“lieutenant,



22 The TDLER. Nog

lieutenant, the nephew of captain Nobleman, remon.
ftrated againft it. ' o

TrurspAY MorNING. We wait for a full account
of the late engagement between the BuLLpoc and
Friseur. : . o

Traurspay Evening. It is faid that the order of
the Bath will be fent to captain Grim.

Fripay Mornine. A certain lord of the Ad-
miralty has been heard to fay of a certain captain,
that if he had done his duty, a certain French thip
might have been taken. It was not thus that men
was rewarded in the days of Cromwell.

Fripay Evening. There: is certain information
at the Admiralty, that the Friseur is taken, after a re-
fiftance of about two hours.

Saturpay Morving. A letter from one of the
gunners of the BuLLpoc, mentions the taking of the
Friseur, and attributes their fuccefs wholly to the
bravery and refolution of captain Griw, who never
owed an¥ of his advancement to borough-jobbers, o
any other corruptors of the people.

Satvrpay Evenine. Captain Griu arrived at
the Admiralty, with an account that he engaged the
Friseur, 2 fhip of equal force with hisown, off Cap
Finifterre, and took her, after an obftinate refiftance,
having killed one hundred and fifty of the French,
with the lofs of ninety-five of his own men.

L% MR TR TN L P TN AT A =T O
SRR oIS ICT T T 20T

No 8.  Saturdey, Fune 3, 17353.

To the IDLER.

SIR,
N time of public danger, it is every man’s duty
to withdraw his thoughts in fome meafure from s
private intereft, and employ part of his time for the
general welfare. National condut cught to be the
refult of national wifdom, 2 plan formed by -mature
confideration and diligent feletion out of all the (cheme;
whic
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which may be offered, and all the information which
can be procured.

In a battle every man fhould fight as if he was the
fingle champion ; in preparations for war, every man
fhould think, as if the laft event depended on his coun-
fel. None can tell what difcoveries are within.his reach,
or how much he may contribute to the public fafety.

Furw of thefe confiderations I have carefully re-
viewed the procefs of the war, and find, what ever
other man has found, that we have hitherto added no-
thing to our military reputation: that at one time we
have been beaten by enemies whom we did not fee,
and at another, have avoided the fight of enemies left
we fhould beaten.

WuEeTHER our troops -are defeCtive in difcipline or
in courage, is not very neceflary to inquire ; they evi-
dently want fomething neceflary to fuccefs ; and he that
fhall fupply that want will deferve well of his country.

“ Tolearn of an enemy” has always been accounted
politic and honourable ; and therefore I hope it will
raife no prejudices againft my projeét, to confefs that
I borrowed it from a Frenchman.

When theifle of Rhodes was, many centuries ago,
in the hands of that military order now called the knights
of Malta, it was ravaged by a dragon, who inhabited a
den under a rock, from which he iffued forth, when
he was hungry or wanton, and without fear or mercy
devoured men and beafts ds they came in his way.
Many councils were held, and many devices offered,
for his deftruction; but as his back was armed with
impenetrable fcales, none would venture to attack him.
At laft Dudon, a French knight, undertook the deli-
verance of the ifland. From fome place of fecurity
he took a view of the dragon, or, as a modern foldier
would fay, “ reconnoitred” him, and obferved that his
belly was naked and vulnerable. He then returned
home to take his ¢ arrangements’; and, by a very
exatt imitation of nature, madea dragon of pafteboard,
in the belly of which he put.beef and mutton, and ac-
cuftomed two fturdy maftiffs to feed themfelves, by
tearing their way to the concealed fleth, When his

: dogs



24 The 1DLER. » No.s§,

dogs were well practifed in this method of plunder, he
marched out with them at his heels, and fhewed them
_ the dragon; they ruthed upon him in queft of their
dinner ; Dudon battered his fcull while they lacerated
his belly ; and neither his fting nor claws were able to
defend him. E

SomeTHiING like this might be praltifed in our pre
fent flate. Let a forufication be raifed on Salifbury-
plain, refembling BresT, or TouLron, or Parisitfelf,
with all the ufual preparations for defence: let the
inclofure be filled with beef and ale: let the foldiers,
from fome proper eminence, fee fhirts waving upon
lines, and here and there a plump landlady hurrying
about with potsin her hands. When they are fufh-
ciently animated to advance, lead them in exatt order,
with fife and drum, to that fide whence the wind blows,
till they come within the fcent of roaft-meat and to-
bacco. Contrive that they may approach the place
about an hour after dinner-time, affure them that there
is no danger, and command an attack.

Ir nobody within either moves or {peaks, it is not
unlikely that they may carry the place by ftorm ; but
if a panic fhould feize them, it will be proper to defer
the enterprize to a more hungry hour. When they
have entered, let them fill their bellies and return to
the camp. )

Ox the next day let the fame place be thewn them
again, but with fome additions of ftrength or terror.
I cannot pretend to inform our generals, thro’ what gra-
dations of danger they fhall train their men to fortitude.
They beft know what the foldiers and what themfelves
can bear. It will be proper that the war thould every
day vary its appearance. Sometimes, as they mount
the rampart, a cook may throw fat upon the fire, to
accuftom them to a fudden blaze ; and fometimes, by
the clatter of empty pots, they may be inured to for-
midable noifes. But let it never be forgotten, that
vitory muft always repofe with a full beliy.

Ix tinwe it will be proper to bring our prifoners from
the coaft, and place them upon the wails in martial -

order. At their firlt appearance their heads muft I:ie
tied,
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tied, but they may be allowed to grin, Ina month
they may guatd the place with their hands loofed, pro-
vided that on pain of death they be forbidden to ftrike.

By this method our army will foon be brought to
look an enemy in the face. But it has been lately
obferved, that fear is received by the ear as well as the
eyes, and the Indian war-cry is reprefented as too
dreadful to be endured, as a found that will force the
braveft veteran to drop his weapon, and defest his rank ;
that will deafen his ear, and chill his breaft ; that will
neither fuffer him to hear orders or feel thame, or re-
tain any fenfibility but the dread of death.

Tuat the favage clamours of naked Barbarians
fhould thus terrify troops difciplined to war, and
ranged in array with arms in their hands, is furely
firange. But this is no time to reafon. - I am of opi-
nion, that, by a proper mixture of affes, bulls, tur-
keys, geefe and tragedians, a noife iight be pro-
cured equally horrid with the war-cry. When our
men havebeen encouraged by frequent viQories, no-
thing will remain but to qualify them for extreme dan-
ger, bya fudden concert of terrific vociferation. When
they have endured this laft trial, let them be led to
attion, asmen who are no longer to be frightened ; as
men, who can bear at once the grimaces of the Conti=
nent, and the grimaces of America.

No.g.  Saturday, June 10, 1758,

To the IDL ER
SIR, :

“ I Have read you ; that is a favour few authors

can boaft of having received from me befides
yourfelfl My intention in telling you of it is to inform
you, that you have both pleafed and angered me. Ne-
ver did writer appearfo delightful to me as you did
when you adopted the name of the IDLER ; but what a
falling off was there when your firft production was

C brought
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brought to light ! A nztural irrefittible attachment to
that tavourite paffion, idling, had led me to hope for
indulgence from the Iprer, but I find him a ftranger
to the title. .

“ Waar rules has he propofed totally to unbrace
the flackened nerve ; to fhade the heavy eye of inat-
tention ; to compofe the fmooth feature and the un- .
contracted muicle ; or procure infenfibility to the whole
enimal compofition ?

“ Trese were fome of the placid bleflings I pro-
mifed my/lelf the enjoyment of, when I commutted vio-
lence upon myfelt, by muftering up all my ftrengthto
fet about reaaing you; but I am difappointed in them |
all, and the ftroke of eleven in the morning is ftill as -
terrible to me as before, and I find the plague of putting
on my cloaths fill as painful and laborious. Oh that our
climate would permit that original nakednefs, which
the thrice happy Indians to this day enjoy ! How many
vnfollicitcus hours fhould I bafk away, warmed in bed
by the fun’s glorious beams, could I, like them, tum-
ble from theace in a moment, when neceflity obliges
me to endure the torment of getting upon my legs.

“ Bur wherefore do I talk to you upon fubjets
of this delicate nature ; you who feem ignorant of the
inexpreflible charms of the elbow-chair, attended with a
foft ttool for the elevation of the feet! Thus, vacant
of thought, do Iindulge the live-long day.

“ You may define happinefs as you pleafe ; I em-
brace your opinion which makes it confilt in the ab-
fence of pain : toreflet is pain ; to flir 1s pain ; there-
fore T never refle& or ftir but when I can’t help
it. Perhaps you will call my fcheme of life indo-
lence, and therefore think the IpLer excufed from
tzking any notice of me: but I have always looked
upon mcolence and idlenefs as the fame, and fo defire
you will now and then, while you profefs yourfelf of
our fraternity, teke fome notice of we and .othersin
my fituation, who think they have a right to youraf-
hitance, er relinquith the naire.

“ You may publith, burn, or deftroy this, juft &
you are in the humour ; itis ten to one but I forlgft

' - thi
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that 1 wrote it before it reaches you. I believe you
may find 2 motto for it in Horace, but I can't reach
him without getting out of my chair ; that’s a fuffi-
cient reafon for my not affixing any. And being
obliged to fit upright to ring the bell for my fervant to
convey this to the penny pott,if Iflip the opportunity of
his being now in the room, makes me break off abrupt-
l .”

! THais correfpondent, whoever he be, is not to be
difmiffed without fome tokens of regard. ‘Thereis no
mark more certain of a genuine idler, than uneafinefs
without moleftation, and complaint without a grievance.

YeT, my gratitude to the contributor of half 2
Paper, fhall not wholly overpower my. fincerity. I
ntuft inform him that, with all his pretenfions, he that
calls for direttions to be idle, is yet but in the rudi-
ments of .idlenefs, and has yet “attained neither the
practice nor theory of - wafting life.. The true nature
of idlenefs he will know in time, by continuing to be
idle.  Virgil tells us of an impetuous and rapid being,
that acquires ftrength by motion. The idler acquires
weight by lying thill.

Tue * vis inertiz,” the quality of refifting all ex-
ternal impulfe, is hourly increafing ; the reftlefs and
troublefome faculties of attention and diftinttion, re-
fletion on the paft, and folicitude for the future, by
a long indulgence of idlenefs, will, like tapers in une-
laftic air, be gradually extinguithed ; and the officious
lover, the vigitant foldier, the bufy trader, may, by a
judicious compofure of his mind, fink into a ftate
approaching to that of brute matter ; in which he
fhall retain the confcioufnefs of his own exiftence, only
by an obtufe languor, 4nd drowfy difcontent.

Tuis is the lowett ftage to which the favourites of
idlenefs can defcend ; thefe regions of undelighted
quiet can be entered by few. Of thofe that are pre-
paring to fink down into their {hade, fome are rouzed
into ation by avarice or ambition, fome are awakened
by the voice of fame, fome alluredby the fmile of beau-
ty, 2nd many with-held by the importunities of want,
Of all the enemies of idlenefs, want is the moft for-

C2 midable.
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formidable. Fame is foon found to be a found, and
love a dream ; avarice and ambition may be juftly fuf-
petted of privy confederacies with idlenefs ; for when
they have a while appeared to favour their votaries,
they often deliver them up to end their lives under
her dominion. 'Want always ftruggles againft idlenes,
but want herfelf is often overcome ; and every hour
fhews the careful obferver, fome who had rather live
in eafe thanin plenty.

So wide is the reign of idlenefs, and fo powerful
her influence. But fhe does not immediately confer
all her gifts. My correfpondent, who feems with all his
errors worthy of advice, muft be told that he is calling
too haflily for the laft effufion of total infenfibility.
Whatever he may have been taught by unfkilful idlers
to believe, labour is neceffary in his initiation to idle-
nefs. He that never labours may know the pains of
idlenefs but not the pleature. The comfort is, that if
he devotes himfelf to infenfibility, he will daily lengthen
the intervals of idlenefs, and fhotten thofe of labour,
till atlaft he will lie down to reft, and no longer difturb
the world or himfelf by buftle or competition.

Taus 1 have endeavoured to give my correfpon-
dent that information which, perhaps, after all, he did
not want ; for a true idier often calls for that which
he knows is never to be had, and atks queftions
which he does not defire ever to be anfwered.

"No. 10.  Sarurday, Fuie 17, 1158.

REDULITY, or confidence of opinion too

eat for the evidence from which opinion is de-

tived, we find to be a general weakne(s imputed by

svery fect, and party, to all others, and, indeed, by
.every man to every other man.

Or 2l kinds of credulity, the moft obftinate and

-wonderful is that of political zealots ; of men, who,

‘being numbered, they know not how nor why, in ang;-
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of the parties that divide a ftate, refign the ufe of their
own eyes and ears, and refolve to believe nothing that
does not favour thofe whom they profefs to follow.

Tue bigot of philofophy is feduced by authorities
which he has not always opportunities to examine, is
intangled in fyftems by which truth and falfehood are
inextricably complicated, or undertakes to talk on
fubjects, which nature did not form him able tocom-
prehend. :

Tug Cartefian, who denies that his horfe feels the
fpur, or that the hare is afraid when the hounds ap-
proach her ; the difciple of Malbranche, who main-
tains that the man was not hurt by the bullet, which,
according to vulgar apprehenfions, fwept away his
head ; the follower ofp Berkiey, who, while he fits
writing at his table, declares that he has neither table,
paper, nor fingers; have all the honour at leaft of
being deceived by fallacies not eafily detected, and.
may plead that they did not forfake truth, but for ap--
pearances which they were not able to. diftinguith from:
it.

Bur the man who engages in a party has feldom:
to do with any thing remote or abftrufe, The pre~
fent ftate of things is before his eyes ;. and,. if he can-
not be fatisfied without retrofpeétion, yet he feldom.
extends his views beyond the hiftorical events of the laft
century. All the knowledge that he can'want is within-
his attainment, and moft of the arguments which he
can hear are within his capacity. ‘

YeT foitis that an idler meets every hour of his
life, with men who have different opinions upon every
thing paft, prefent, and future; who deny the moft no-
torious fa€ts, contraditt the meft cogent truths, and
perfit in aflerting to-day what they afferted yefterday,
in defiance of evidence, and contempt of confutation.

‘Two of my companions, who are grown old in idle-
nefs, are Tom Temrpest and Jack Sneaker. Both
of them men who confider themfelves as negleted by
their parties, and therefore intitled to credit, as havin
no motive to favour ingratitude. ‘They are both men
of integrity where no faiousintereft is to be pramated,

C3 and
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and both lovers of truth, when they are not heated
with political debate. _
Tom TemresT i5 a fteady friend to the houfe of
Stuart. He can recount the prodigies that have
appezred in the fky, and the calamities that have af-
flicted the nation every year from the revolution ; and
is of opinion, that if the exiled family had continued
to reign, there would have neither been wormsin
our thips nor caterpillars in our trees. He wonders
that the nation was not awakened by the hard froft to
a revocation of the true king, and is hourly afraid that
the whole ifland will be loft in the fea. He believes
that king William .burned Whitehall that he might
fteal the furniture, and that Tillotfon died an atheift.
Ofqueen Anne he fpeaks with more tendernefs, owns
that the meant well, and can tell by whom and why fhe
was poifoned. In the fucceeding reigns all has been
corruption, malice, and defign. He believes that no-
thing ill has ever happened for thefe forty years by
chance or error ; he holds that the battle of Dettingen
was won by miftake, and that of Fontenoy loft by
contract ; that .the Vicrory was funk by a private
order ; that CorxniLL was fired by emiffaries from
the council ; and the arch of Weftminfter-bridge was
{o contrived as to fink on purpofe, that the nation might
~ be puttocharge. He confiders the new road to Ifling-
ton as an encroachment on liberty, and often afferts
that ¢ broad wheels” will be the ruin of England.
Towm is generally vehement and noify, but never-
thelefs has fome fecrets which he always communi-
cates ina whifper. Many and many a time has Towm
-told me, in a corner, that our miferies were almoft at
end, and that we thould fee, in a month, another mo-
narch on the throne ; the time elapfes without a re-
volution ; Towm meets me again with new intelligence,
the whole fchemeis now fettled, and we fhall fee great
evenis in another mnonth.

Jack SveAakER is a hearty adherent to the prefent
eftablithment ; he has known thofe who faw the bed
into which the Pretender was conveyed in a warming-

pan. He often rejoices that tlie nation was not enflay-
ed
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ed by the Irih. He believes that king William never
loft a battle, and that if he had lived one year longer,
he would have conquered France. He holds that
Charles the firft was a papift. He allows there were
fome good men in the reign of queen Anne, but the
peace of Utrecht brought a blaft upon the nation, 2nd
has been the caufe of all the evil that we have fuffered
to the prefent hour. He believes that the {cheme of
the South Sea was well intended, but that it mifcarried
by the influence of France. He confiders a ftand-
ing army as the bulwark of liberty, thinks us fecured
from corruption by feptennial parliaments, relates how
we are enriched and {trengthened by the Elettoral do-
minions, and declares that the public debt is a bleffing
to the nation. '

YrT amidft alf this profperity, poor Jack is hourly
difturbed by the dread of popery. He wonders that
fome ftriter laws are not made againtt papifts, and is
fometimes afraid that they are bufy with French gold
among the bifhops and judges.

He cannot believe that the nonjurors are fo quiet
for nothing, they muft certainly be forming fome plot
for the eftablifhment of popery : he does not think the
prefent oaths fufficiently binding, and withes that fome
better fecurity could be found tor the fucceffion of the
houfe of Hanover. He is zealous for the naturalization
of foreign proteftants, and rejpiced at the admiifion of
the Jews to the Englith privileges, becaufe he thought
a Jew would never be a papift. ' ‘

BT D By N S I NG e POy Ty Lo, T
SRR AT I ENE DT I I R 4]

No. w1, Saturday, Fune 24, 1758.

E T is commonly obferved, that when two Englith-
men meet, their firft talk is of the weather; they
are in hafte to tell each other, what each muft already
know, that it is hot or cold, bright or cloudy, windy
or calm,

C 4 THezE
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‘Tuere are among the numerous lovers of fubtil-
tics and paradoxes, fome who derive the civil inflitutions
of every country from its climate ; who npute free-
dom and flavery to the temperature of the air ; can fix
the meridian of vice and virtue ; and tell at what de-
gree of latitude, we are to expe& courage or timidity,
knowledge or ignorance.

Frou thele dreams of idle fpeculation, a flight fur~
vey of life, and a little knowledge of hittory, is fufh-
cient to awaken any enquirer whofe ambition of diftinc-
tion kas not overpowered his love of truth.  Forms of
government are feldom the refult of much deliberation,
they are framed by chance in popular affemblies, or
in conquered countries by defpotic authority. Laws
are often occzfional, often capricious, made always
by a few, and fometimes by a fingle voice. ~Nations
have changed their charatters; flavery is now no
xchere more patiently endured, than in countries once
inhzbited by the zealots of liberty.

Bur natienal cuftoms can arife only from general
agreement ; they are not impofed but chofen, and are
continued only by the continuance of their caufe.
An Englithman’s notice of the weather, is the natural
confequence of chanigeable fkies, and uncertain feafons.
In many parts of the world wet weather and dry are
regularly expeted at certain periods ; butin our ifland
every man goes to fleep, unable to guels whether he
thall behold in the morning a bright or cloudy atmof-
phere, whether his reft thall he Iuiled by a fhower,
or broken by a tempeft. We therefore rejoice mutually
at good weather, as at an efcape from fomething that
we feared, and mutually complain of bad, as of the
lofs of fomething that we hoped.

Sucy is the reafon of our pralice, and who thalt
freat it with contempt ? Surely not the attendant on a
court, whofe bufinefs is to watch the looks of a being
weak and foolith as himfelf, and whofe vanity isto re-
count the names of men, who might dtop into nothing,
and leave no vacuity ; not the proprietor of funds,
who ftops his acquaintance in the ftreet to tell him of
the lofs of haif 2 crown ; not the enquirer after nevir]s,

wio
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who fills his head with foreign: events, and talks of
fkirmithes and fieges, of which no confequence will
ever reach his hearers or himfelf. The weatheris a
nobler and more intérefting fubjeét ; it is the prefent
ftate of the fkies and of the earth, on which plenty
and famine are fufpended, on which millions depend
for the neceflaries of life.

Tue weather is frequently mentionred for another
reafon, lefs honourable to my dear countrymen. Our
difpofitions too frequently change with the colour of
the fky, and when we find ourfelves chearful and
good-natured we naturally pay our acknowledgments
to the powers of fun-fhine ; or if we fink into dulnefs
and peevithnefs, look round the hosizon for an excufe,
and charge our difcontent upon an eafterly wind or a:
cloudy day.

SuRELY nothing is morereproachful to a being en-
dowed with reafon, than to refign its powers to the-
influence of the air, and live in dependance on the
weather and the wind, for the only bleflings which na-
ture has put into our power, tranquillity and benevo-
lence. 'Tolook up to the tky for the nutriment of our.
bodies is the condition of nature, to call upon the:
fun for peace and gaiety, or deprecate the clouds left
forrow fhould overwhelm us, is the. cowardice of idle-
nefs, and theidolatry of folly.. -

YeT even in this age of enquify and knowledge;.
when fuperftition is driven away, and omens and pro-
digies have loft their terrors, we.find this folly coun-
tenanced by frequent examples. Thofe that laugh at
the portentous glare of a comet; and heat.a crow with
equal tranquillity from the right to left, will yet talk of -
times and fituations proper for intelleCual performances,
will imagine the fancy exalted by vernal breezes, and
the reafon invigorated by a bright:calm.

Ir men who have given up themfelves to fanciful :
credulity would confine their conceits in' their owa
minds, they might regulate their lives by the barome-
ter, with inconvenience only to themfelves ; but to-
fill the world with accounts of intellects fubjeét to ebb-
aad flow, of one genius that awakened in the Spring,.

and:
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and another that ripened in the Autumn, of one mind
expanded in the Summer, and of another concentrated
in the Winter, is no lefs dangerous than to tell children
of bugbears and goblins. Fear will find every houfe
haunted, and idlenefs will wait for ever for themoment
of illumination.

This diftinCtion of feafons is produced only by ima-
gination operating on luxury. To temperance every
day is bright, and every hour is propitious to diligence.
He that fhall refolutely excite his faculties, or exert
his virtues, will foon make himfelf fuperior to the fea-
fons, and may fet at defiance the morning mift, and
the evening damp, the blafts of the eaft, and the clouds
of the fouth.

It was the beaft of the ftoick philofophy, to make
man unthaken by calamity, and unelated by fuccefs,
- incorruptible by pleafure, and invulnerable by pain ;
thefe are heights of wifdom which nene ever attained,
and to which few can afpire : but thereare lower de-
grees of conftancy neceflary to common virtue, and
every man, however he may diftruft himfelf in the
extremes of good or evil, might at leaft ftruggle a-
gainft the tyranny of the climate, and refufe to enflave
his virtue or his reafon to the moft variable of all va-
riations, the change of the weather.

QTR AP PRRELLOT BT D
No. 12.  Saturday, Fuly 1, 1758.

H A T every man isimportant in his own eyes,
T is a pofition of which we all either voluntarily
er unwarily at leaft oncean hour confefs the truth, and
it will unavoidably follow that every man believes
himfelf important to the publick.

Tre right which this importance gives us to general
notice and vifible diftin€tion;- is one of thofe difputable
privileges which we have not always courage to af-
fert ; and which we therefore fuffer to lye dormant il
fome elation of mind, or viciffitude of fortune, incites

us
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us to declare our pretenfions and enforce our demands.
And hopelefs as the claim of vulgar charaters may
feem to the fupercilious and fevere, there are few who
do not at one time or other endeavour to ftep forward
beyond their rank, who do not make fome ftruggles
for fame, and thew that they think all other conve-
niencies and delights imperfettly enjoyed without a
name.

To get a name can happen but to few. A name,
even in the moft commercial nation, is one of the few
things which cannot be bought. It is the free gift of
mankind, which muft be deferved before it will be

ranted, and is.at laft unwillingly beftowed. But this
unwillingnefs only encreafes defire in him who believes
his merit fufficient to. overcome it.

THERE i5 a particular period of life, in which this
fondnefs for a name feems principally to predominate in
both fexes. Scarce any couple comes together, but
the nuptials are declared in the news-papers with en-
comiums on each party. Many an eye, ranging over
the page with eager curtofity in queft of ftatefinen and
heroes, is ftopped by a marriage celebrated between
Mr. Buckram, an eminent falefman, in Threadneede-
fteet, and Mifs Dolly Juniper, theonly daughtet ofan
eminent diftiller, of the parith of St. Giles’s in the Fields,
a young lady adorned with every accomplifhment that
can give happinefs to the married flate. Or we are
told, amidt our impatience for the event of a battle,
that on a certain day Mr. Winker, a tide-waiter at
Yarmouth, was married to Mrs. Cackle, a. widow
lady of great accomplithments, and that as foon as.the
ceremony. was performed they fet out in a poft-chaife
for Yarmoutk.

Manv. are the enquiries which. fuch intelligence
muft undoubtediy raife, but nothing in this world is
lafing. When the reader has contemplated with envy,
or with gladnefs, the felicity of Mr. Buckram and Mr.
Winker, and ranfacked his memory for the names of
Juniper and Cackle, his attention is diverted to other-
thougits, by finding that Mirza will not. cover this.

feafon.

~
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feafon, or that a fpaniel has been loft or ftolen, that
anfwers to the name of Raxncer.

Wauence it arifes that on the day of marriage all
agree to call thus openly for honours, 1am not ableto.
difcover. Some, perhaps, thirk it kind, by a public
declaration, to put an end to the hopes of rivalry and
the fears of jealouly, te let parents know that they
may fet their daughters at liberty whom they have
locked up for fear of the bridegroom, or to difmifs
to their counters and their offices the amorous youths
that had been ufed to hover round the dwelling of the
bride.

Tuese connubial praifes may have another caufe.
It may be the intention of the hufband and wife, to.
dignify themfelves in the eyes of each other, and ac-
eording to their different tempers er expeations, to.
win affe¢tion or enforce refpeét.

It was faid of the family of Lucas, that it was
“ noble, for all the brothers were valiant, and all the
“ fifters were virtuous.” What would a ftranger fay
of the Englith nation, in which on the day of marriage all
the men are EMINENT, and all the women. ¢ beautiful
“ accomplifhed, and rich.”

How long the wife will be perfuaded of the emi-
nence of her hufband, or the hufband continue to be-
lieve that his wife has the qualities required to make:
marriage happy, may reafonably be queftioned. I am.
afraid that much time feldom paffes before each is con-
vinced that praifes are fallacious, and particularly. thofe:
praifes which we confer upan ourfelves.

I swourp therefore think that this cuftom might
be omitted without any lofs to the community, and.
that the fons and daughters of lanes and alleys might go-
hereafter to the next church, with no witneffes of their.
worth or happinefs but their parentsand their friends ;.
‘butif they cannot be happy on the bridal-day without.
fome gratification of their vanity, I hope they will be
willing to encourage a friend of mine who propofes to
devote his powers to their fervice.

Mr-SerTLE, a man whofe EMINENCE Was once:
sllowed by the EmuNenT, and whofe AccompLisH~

MENTE:
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wents were confeffed by the accomrrisuep, m
the latter part of a long life, {upported himfelf by an.
uncommon expedient. He had a ftanding clegy and
epithalamium of which only ‘the firft and laft leaves
were varied occafionally, and the intermediate pages.
were, by general terms, left applicable alike to every.
charater. When any masriage became known, Settle
ran to the bridegroom with his Epithalamium ; and
when he heard of any death, ran to. the heir with.
his elegy.

Wuo can think himfelf difgraced by a trade that
was praftifed fo long by the rival of Dryden, by the-
poet whafe * emprels of Morocea” was played before
princes, by ladies of the coust ?.

My friend purpofes ta open. an office in the fleet
for matrimontal panegyricks, and will accommodate
all with praife, who think theit own powers of expref-
fion inadequate to their merit. He will fell any man.
or woman the virtue or qualification which is moft fa-
fhionable or moft defired ; but defires his cuftomers to,
remember, that he fets beauty at the highett price,.
and riches at the next, and, if he be well paid, throws.
in virtue for nothing.

No. 13.. Satérda},,_?ul_y 8, 1758,

To the IDLER..

Drear Mr. IpLer,
T HOUGH few men of prudence are much ia--
K clined to interpofe in difputes between man and.
wife, who commonly. make peace at the expence of
the arbitrator, yet I will venture to Jay before you a-
controverfy, by which the quiet of my houfe has beer.
long difturbed, and which, unlefs you can decide it,
is likely to produce lafting evils, and embitter thofe:
hours.
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hours which Nature feems to have appropriated 1
tendernefs and repofe.

I married a wife with no great fortune, but of a fa-
mily remarkable for domeftic prudence, and elegant
frugality. 1lived with her at eafe, if not with hap-
pinefs, and feldom had any reafon of complaint, The
houfe was always clean, the fervants were a&ive and
regular, dinner was on the table every day at the fame
minute, and tie ladies of the neighbourhood were
frightened when I invited their hufbands, left their own
economy fhould be lefs efteemed.

During this gentle lapfe of life, my dear brought
me three daughters. I withed for a fon to continue
the family, but my wife often tells me, that boys are
dirty things, and are always troublefome in a houfe ;
and declares that fhe has hated the fight of them,
ever fince fhe faw Lady Fonpre's eldeft fon, ride
ever a carpet with his hobby-horfe all mire.

I pip not much attend to her opinion, but knew
that girls could not be made boys; and therefore
compofed myfelf to bear what 1 could not reme-
dy, and refolved to beftow that care on my daugh-
ters, to which only the fons are commonly thought
entitled.

But my wife’s notions of education differ widely
from mine. She 1s an irreconcileable enemy to idlenefs,
and confiders every ftate of life as idlenefs, in which
the hands are not employed, or fome art acquired, by
which the thinks money may be got or faved.

Ix purfuance of this principle, the calls up her
daughters at a certain hour, and appoints them a tatk
of needle-work to be performed before breakfaft. They
are confined in a garret, ‘which has its window in the
roof, both becaule work is bejt done by a fky-light,
and becaufe children are apt to lofe time by looking
about them.

Trevy bring down therr work to breakfaft, and as
they deferve are commended or reproved ; they are
then fent up with a new tafk till dinner: if no com-
pany is expected, their mother fits with. them the

' whole



No 132 The 1DLER. 39

whole afternoon to direét their operations and to draw
patterns, and is fometimes denied to her neareft rela-
tions when fhe is engaged in teaching them a new
itch,

t By this continual exercife of their diligence, fhe
has obtained a very confiderable number of laborious
performancea We have twice as many fire-ikreens.
as chimneys, and three flourithed quilts for every bed.
Half the rooms are adorned with a kind of futile pic-
wures which imitate tapeftry. But all their work is
not fet out to fhow ; the has boxes filled with knit gar-
ters and braided fhoes. She has twenty covers for
fide-faddles embroidered with filver flowers, and has
curtains wrought with gold in various figures, which
the refolves fome time or other to hang up. All thefe
fhe difplays to her company whenever the is elate with
merit, and eager for praile; and amidit the praifes
which her friends and herfelf beftow upon. her, fhe
never fails to turn to me and afk what all thefe would
coft if 1 had been to buy them.

I someTIMES venture to tell her that many of the
ornaments are {uperfluous, that what is done with fo
much labour might have been fupplied by a very eafy
purchafe ; that the work is not always worth the ma-
terials; and that I know not why the children fhould
be perfecuted with ufeles taiks, or obliged to make
fhoes that are never worn. She anfwers, with a look
of contempt, that men never care how money goes,
and proceeds to tell of a dozen new chairs for which
fhe is contriving covers, and of a couch which fhe in-
tends to ftand as a monument of needlework.

In the mean time the girls grow up in total igne-
rance of every thing paft, prelent and future. Molly
~ aflked me, the other day, whether Ireland was in
- France, and was ordered by her mother to mend her
hem. Kitty knows not, at fixteen, the difference be-
tween a proteftant and a papift, becaufe the has beep
employed three years in filling the fide of a clofet with
a hanging that is to reprefent Crammer in the flames.
And Dolly, my eldeft girl, is now unable to read a
chapter in the bible, having fpent all the time, at

which,
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which other children are at fchool, in working the in.
terview between Solemon and the queen of Sheba.
Arout a month ago, Tent and Turkey-fitch
feemed at a fland ; my wife knew not what new work
to introduce; I ventured to propofe that the girh
fhould now learn to read and write, and mentioned the
neceffity of 2 little arithmetic; but, unhappily, my
wife has difcovered that linen wears out, and hx
bought the girls three little wheels, that they may
fpin hukkaback for the fervaats table. I remonttrate,
that with larger wheels they might difpatch in an hour,
what muft now coft them a day; but fhe told ime,
with irrefiltible authority, that any bufinefsis better
thap idlenefs ; that when thefe wheels are fet upm
a table, with mats under them, they will turn. with.
out noife, and keep the girls upright ; that great wheel;
are not fit for gentlewomen; and that with thef,
fmall as they are, the does not doubt but that the three
gitls, if they are kept clofe, will fpin every year &'
much cloth as would coft five pounds, if one wast.

buy it.
No. 14.  Saturday, July 12, 1758.

HEN Diogenes received a vifit in. his tubi

from Alexander the great, and was afked ac-
“eording to the ancient forms of royal courtefy, what
petition he had te offer, * I have nothing,” faid he,
-# to afk, but that you would remove to the other
“ fide, that you may mot, by intercepting the {unthine,
 take from me what you cannot give me.”

Suca was the demand of Diogenes from the greateft
monarch of the earth, which thofe, wha have lefe
power than Alexander, may with yet more. propriety,
apply to themfelves. He, that does much good, may
be allowed to do.fometimes a little harm, But if the.

oppos-
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opportunities of beneficence be denied by fortune,. in-
nocence fhould at leaft be vigilantly preferved.

It is well known, that time once paft never returns,
and that the moment which is loft, is loft for ever.
Time therefore ought, above all other kinds of pro-
perty, to be free from invafion, and yet there is no
man who does not claim the power of wafting that
time which is the right of others.

Tnis ufurpation is fo general, that a very {mall
part of the year is fpent by choice ; fcarcely any thing
is done when it is intended, or obtained when it is de-
fired. Life is continually ravaged by invaders; one
feals away an hour, and another a day ; one conceals
the robbery by hurrying us into bufinefs, another by
fulling us with amufement; the depredation is con-
tinved through a thoufand viciflitudes of tumult
and tranquillity, till having Ioft all, we can lofe no
more.

Tui1s wafte of the lives of men has been very fre-
quently charged upon the great; whofe followers lin-
ger from year to year in expetations, and die at {aft
with petitions in their hands. Thofe who raife envy,
will eafily incur cenfure. I know not whether ftatef-
men and patrons do not fuffer more reproaches than
they deferve, and may not rather themfelves complain,
that they are given up a prey to pretenfions without
merit, and to, importunity without fhame.

THe truth is, that the inconveniencies of attendance
are more [amented thar felt. To the greater number
it is its own reward : T'o be feen in good company, to
talk of familiarities with men of power, to be able to
tell the frefheft news, to gratify an inferior circle with
prediCtions of encreafe or decline of favour; and ta
be regarded as a candidate for high offices, are com-
penfations more than equivalent to the delay of favours,
- which perhaps he that follicits them has hardly conf-
. dence to expett. '

A man confpicuous in 2 high flation, that multi~
plies hopes that he may multiply dependants, may be
confidered as a beaft of prey, juftly dreaded, but eafily
avoided ; his den is known, and they who would not

be
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be devoured, need not approachit. 'The great dange
of the wafte of time is from caterpillars and moths,
who are not refifted, becaufe they are. not feared, ag
who work on with unheeded mifchiefs and invifible
encroachments.

He, whofe rank or merit procures him the notice
of mankind, muit give up himfelf, in a great meafure,
to the convenience or humour of thofe that furround |
him. . Every man, wko is fick of himfelf, will fly 1,
him for relief; he that wants to fpeak will require
him to hear; ard he-that wants to hear will exped
him to fpeak. Hour pafles after hour, the noon fuc.
ceeds to morning, and the evening to noon, whilea
thoufand obje€ts are forced upon his attention, which
he reje€ts as faft as they are offered, but which the
cuftom of the world requires to be received with ap-
pearance of regard.

He, that will have the kindnefs of others, muft en-
dure their follies: He, who cannot perfuade himfelf
to withdraw from fociety, muft be content to paya
tribute of bis time to a multitude of tyrants; to the
loiterer, who makes appointments wzich he never
keeps; to the confulter, who atks advice which he
never -takes; to the boafter, who blufters only to be
praifed ; to the complainer, who whines only to be
pitied ; to the projeCtor, whofe happinefs is to enter-
~ tain his friends with expeations which all but himfelf
know to be vain; to the oeconomift, who tells of
bargains and fettlements; to the politician, who pre-
di€ts the fate of battles and breach of alliances ; to the
vfurer, who compares the different funds; and to
the talker, who talks enly becaufe he loves to ke
talking. - ‘

To put every man in pofleflion of his own time,
and refcue the day from this fucceffion of ufurpers, is
beyond my power and beyond my hope. Yet, per-
haps, fome ftop might be put to this unmerciful per-
fecution, if all would ferioufly refle®, that whoever
pays a vifit that is not defired, or talks longer than the
hearer is willing to attend, is guilty of an injury whi;h

¢
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he cannot repair, and takes away that which he can-
not give.

No.15.  Saturday, Fuly éz, 1758.

To the ID L ER.

Sir,

HAVE the misfortune to be a man of bufinefs:
that, you will fay, is a moft grievous one: but
what makes it the more fo to me, is, that my wife has
nothing to do : at leaft fhe had too good an Education,
and the profped of too good a fortune in reverfion
when I married her, to think of employing herfelf ei-
ther in my fhop affairs, or the management of my
family.
_ Her time, you know, as well as my own, muft be
filled up fome way or other. For my part; I have
enough to mind, in weighing my goods out, and wait-
ing on my cuftomers : .but my wife, though the could
be of as much ufe-as a thopman to me, if the would
put her hand to it, is now only in my way. She
walks all the morning fauntering about the thop with
her arms through her pocket-holes, or ftands gaping
~ atthe door-fill, and looking at every perfon.that pafles
- by. She is continually afking me a thoufand frivolous
queftions about every -cuftomer that comes in and
gaes out ; and all the while that I am entering any
thing in my day-book, the is lolling over the counter, and
ftaring at it, as if [ was only fcribling or drawing figures
for her amufement.  Sometimes, indeed, fhe will take
a needle: but as fhe always works at the door, or in
the middle of the thop, the has fo many interruptions,
that fhe is Jonger hemming a towel, or darning a
ftocking, than I am in breaking forty loaves of fugar,
and making it up into pounds. _
In the afternoons I am fure likewife to have her
company,
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.company, except fhe is called upon by fome of Ly

acquaintance : and then, as we let out all the upp
part of our houfe, and have only 2 little room back.
wards for ourfelves, they either keep fuch a chattering,
or elfe are calling out every moment to me, that I can.
not mind my bufinefs for them. |
M~ wife, I am fure, might deall the little matten J
our family requires ; and I could wifh that fhe would
employ herfelf in them : but inftead of that, we hav
a girl to do the work, and look after a little boy about
two years old, which I may fairly fay is "the mother;

own child. The brat muft be humoured in ev
thing: he is therefore fuffered conftantly to play in
the thop, pull all the goods about, and clamber up the
fhelves to get at the plumbs and fugar. T dare oot
corre@ him ; becaufe, if I did, I fhould have wife and
maid both upon me at once.  As to the latter, fhe is
as Jazy and fluttith as her Miftrefs ; and becaufe fhe
complains fhe has too much work, we can fearce gt
her to do any thing at all : nay, what is worfe than
that, I am afraid fhe is bardly honeft; and as theis
entrufted to buy in all our provifion, the jade, Iam

fure, makes a market-penny out of every article.

BuT to return to my deary.—The evenings are the
only time, when it is fine weather, that I am [eft to
myfelf: for then the generally takes the child out to
give it milk in the park. When fhe cames home again,
fhe 1s fo fatigued with walking, that fhe cannot flir
from her chair: and it is an hour, after fhop is thut,
before [can geta bit of fupper, while the maid is

taken up in undrefling and putting the child to bed.
But you will pity me much more, when I tell you
the manner, in which--we generally pafs our fundays
In the morning fhe is commonly too ill to drefs herfell
to go to church ; the therefore never gets up till
‘noon ; and, what is ftil more vexatious, keeps me
in bed with her, when I ought to be bufily engaged
in better employment.. It is well, if the can get her
things on by dinner-time ; and when that is over, I
am fure to be dragged out by her either to Georgia,
.or Hornfey Wood, or the White Conduit Hotge-
et
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Yet even thefe near excurfions are fo very fatiguing
1o her, that, befides what it cofts me in tea and hot
rolls, and {yllabubs, and cakes for the boy, I am fre-
quently forced to take a hackney-coach, or drive them
out in an one-horfe-chair. At other times, as my
wife is rather of the fattefi, and a very poor walker,
fefides bearing her whole weight upon my arm, Iam
obliged to carry the child myielf.

Thus, Sir, does fhe conitantly drawl out her time,
without either profit or fatisfaiion; and, while I fee
my neighbours wives he_:[ping in the thop, and almoft
earning as much as their hufbands, I have the mor-
fification to find, that mine is nothing but a dead
weight upon me. In fhort, I do not know any grea-
ter misfortune can happen to a plin hard-working
tradefman as 1 am, than to be jomed to fuch a wo-
man, who is rather a clog than an help-mate to him.

I am, Sir,
Your humble fervant,

Zacuary TREaCLE.

No. 16~ Saturday, Tuly 29, 1758,

|
| ]’ PAID a vifit yeflerday to my old friend Ned
Drugget at his country lodgings. Ned began trade
with a very fmall fortune ; he took a {mail houfe in
an obfcure ftreet, and for fome years dealt only in
remnants. Knowing that ¢ light gains make a heavy
“ purfe,” he was content with moderate profit; hav-
ing obferved or heard the effe@s of civility, he bowed
down to the counter-edge at the entrance and depar-
ture of every cuftomer, liftened, without impatience,
to the objections of the ignorant, and refufed, without
“refentment, the offers of the penurious. His only
Tecreation was to ftand at his own ‘door and look inﬁo
' tne
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the fireet. His dinner was fent him from a neighboyr.
ing alehoufe, and he opened and fhut the thop at,
certain hour with his own hands. .

His reputation foon extended from one end of the
ftreet to the other, and Mr. Drugget’s exemplary con-
dud, was recommended by every mafter to his appren.
tice, and by every father to his fon. Ned was not
only confidered as a thriving trader, but as a man o
elegance and politenefs, for he was remarkably neat in
his drefs, and wouid wear his coat, thread-bare with.
out fpotuing it ; his hat was always bruthed, his fhoes
glofly, his wig nicely curled, and his ftockings without
a wrinkle. With fuch qualifications it was not very
difficult for him to gain the heart of Mifs Comfit, the
only daughter of Mr. Comfit the confettioner.

Ned 1s ome of thofe whofe happinefs marriage has
encreafed. His wife had the fame difpofition with
himfelf, and his method of life was very little changed,
except that he difmiffed the lodgers from the firft floor,
and took the whole houfe into his own hands.

Ht had already, by his parfimony, accumulateda
confiderable fum, to which the fortune of his wife was
now added. From this time he began to grafp at
greater acquifitions, and was always ready, with mo-
ney in his hand, to pick up the refufe of a fale, orto
buy the ftock of a trader who retired from bufinefs
He foon added his parlour to his fhop, and was ob-
liged, a few months afterwards, to hire 2 warehoufe.

He had now a thop fplendidly and copiouly fur-
nifhed with every thing that time had injured or fa-
fhion had degraded, with fragments of tiffues, odd
yards of brocade, vaft bales of faded filk, and innu-
merable boxes of antiquated ribbons. His fhop was
foon celebrated through all quarters of the town, and
frequented by every form of oftentatious poverty.
Every maid, whofe misfortune it was to be taller than
her lady, matched her gown at Mr. Drugget’s; and
many a maiden who had paffed a winter with her aunt
in London, dazzled the rufticks at her return with
cheap finery which Drugget had fupplied. His fhop
was often vifited in a morning by ladies who left thl:.ir

coaches
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coaches in the next ftreet, and crept through the alley
in linen gowns.—Drugget knows the rank of his cufto-
mers by their bathfulnets, and when be finds them un-
willing to be feen, invites them up frairs, or retires
with them to the back window.

I reyorcep at the encreafing profperity of my
frend, and imagined that as he grew rich, he was
trowing happy. His mind has partaken the inlarge-
ment of his fortune. When I ftepped in for the firft
five years, 1 was welcomed only with a fhake of the .
hand ; in the next period of his life, he beckoned
acrofs the way for a pot of beer; but, for fix years
paft, he invites me to dinner; and if he befpeaks
me the day before, never fails to regale me with 2
fillet of veal.

His riches neither made him uncivil nor negligent :
He rofe at the fame hour, attended with the fame
affiduity, and bowed with the fame gentlenefs. But
for fome years he has been much inclined to talk of
the fatigues of bufinefs, and the confinement of a
thop, and to wifh that he had been fo happy as to
have renewed his uncle’s leafe of a farm, that he
might have lived without noife and hurry, in a pure
air, in the artlefs fociety of honeft villagers, and the
contemplation of the works of nature.

I soon difcovered the caufe of my friend’s philo-
{fophy. He thought himfelf grown rich enough to
have a lodging in the country, like the mercers on
Ludgate-hill, and was refolved to enjoy himfelf in the
decline of life. This was a revolution not to be made
fuddenly. He talked three years of the pleafures of
the country, but paffed every night over his own thop.
But at laft he refolved to be happy, and hired a lodg-
ing in the country, that he may fteal fome hours in
the week from bufinefs; for, fays he, * when a man
“ advances in life, he loves to entertain himfelf fome-
“ times with his own thoughts. .

_ T was invited to this feat of quiet and contempla-
tion among thofe whom Ms. Drugget confiders as his
moft reputable friends, and defires to make the firft
witneffes of his elevation to the highett dignities of a

{hopkeeper.
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thopkeeper. I found him at Iflington, in a room whig
overlooked the high road, amufing himfelf with look;

through the window, which the clouds of duft waulj:
not fuffer him to open. He embraced me, told me

was welcome into the country, and atked me, if I d
not feel myfelf refrethed. He then defired that dinner
might be haftened, for frefh air always tharpened hi
appetite, and ordered me 2 toaft and a glafs of wipg
after my walk. He told me much of the pleafure b
found in retirement, and wondered what had kept him
fo long out of the country. After dinner company
came in, and Mr. Drugget again repeated the praifes
of the country, recommended the pleafures of med:-
tation, and told them, that he had been all the morn.
ing at the window, counting the carriages as they

pafled before himn. -
N Ty VL VLY, YW
No.1%.  Sarurday, Auguft 5, 1758.

HE rainy weather which has continued the laf
month, is faid to have given great difturbance
to the infpeQors of barometers. "The oraculous glaffes
have deceived their votaries; thower has fucceeded
fhower, though they predicted funfhine and dry fkies;
and by fatal confidence in thefe fallacious promifes,
many coats have loft their glofs, and many curls been
moiftened to flaccidity.

Tris is one of the diftrefles to which mortals fub-
je&t themfelves by the pride of fpeculation. I had no
part in this learned difappointment, who am content
to credit my fenfes, and to believe that rain will fall
when the air blackens, and that the weather will be

when the fun is bright. My caution indeed does
not always preferve me from a thower. To be wet
may happen to the genuine idler, but to be wet it
oppofition to theory, can befal only the idler that

pretends to be bufy. Of thofe that fpin out lif;ﬂin
) trilies
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trifies and die without a memorial, many flatter them-
(elves with high opinions of their own importance, and
imagine that they are every day adding fome improve-
“ment to human life. To be idle and to be paor have
"always been reproaches, and therefore every man en-
deavours, with his utmoft care, to hide his poverty
"from others, and his IpLenEss from himfelf,

Awmonc thofe whom I .never could perfuade to
rank themfelves with idlers, and who fpeak with
indignation of my morning ﬂeeps.and nofturnal ram-
bles; one pafles. the day in catching fpiders, that he
may count their eyes with a microfcope; another
erets his head aad exhibits the duft of a marigold fe-
parated from .the flower, with dexterity worthy of
Leeuwenhoek himfelf. . Some turn the wheel of elec-
tricity, fome fufpend rings to a loadftone, and find that
what they did yefterday they can do again to-day.
Some regifter the changes of the wind, and die fully
convinced that the wind is changeable.

Tuere are mep yet more profound, who have
heard that two colourlefs liquors may produce a co-
lour by union, and that two cold bodies will grow hot .
if they are mingled : they mingle them, and produce
the effect expected, fay it is firange, and mingle them
again.
gTHE idlers that fport only with inanimate na-
ture may claim fome indulgence; if they are ufelefs
they are ftill innocent; but there are others, whom I
know not how.to megtion, withqut more emotion than
my love of quiet willingly -admits. 'Among the infe-
rior profeffors of medical knowledge, is a race of
wretches, whofe lives are only varied by varieties of
cruelty ; whofe favourite amufement is to nail dogs te
tables and open them alive ; to try how long life may
be continued in various degrees of mutilation, or with
the excifion or laceration of the vital parts ; to examine
whether burning irons are felt more atutely by the
bone or tendon ; and whether the more latting agonies
are produced by poifon forced into the mouth, or in-
je€ted into the veins. ,

D Ir
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. It is not without relutance that T offend -the fen.
fibility of the tender mind with images like théfe. If
fuch cruelties were not praclifed, it were to be defireg
that theéy thould not be conceived, but fince they are
pubhfhed gvery day with (ﬁfentanon, fet- rre be alloy.-
ed orce to. meqtton fhem, ﬁnce] mennon the;m wnh
abborrence:
~ Meap has invidicufly- réma:ked of Woodward that
he gathered fhells and ftonés, and would } {3 for 4
philofopher.  With pretenfions” much lefs reafonable,
the anatomical novice teats out the living bowels of an |
animal and fiiles himfelf phyfician; prepares himfelf
by familiar cruelty for - that™ ofe{ﬁo which'he irto
exercife upon ‘the tender and the thelplbfs, “upon feebl;
bodies and broken’minds;’ and by whrth he has oppor-
tunittes to' extend his’ arty 6f° t‘ortur& and - qontmue
thofe experimetits tpon infandy and age, which’he ha
_ hitherto tried upon cats and d

WhaT is alleged in defence of thefe hateful prac-
tices, every onme knows;  but the-truth is; that by
kmves, ﬁre and poifpn. knowled’g_rm not always fought,
and iy’ very feidom attgned. -The "experitenits that
have been tried, 4ré tricd dgain: he thit“Burned 2
amimal -with 4rons yefterday, will be willing ‘to amuft
himfelf with burning another to-morrow. I know net,
that by living diffettions, -any difcovery has been made
by whick a fingle nralady is more eafily cured : And, if
the knowledge of phyfiplogy hds been fomewhat en-
creafed, he furely Eu:ys khowledge* déar, who learns
the ufe of - the latteals at 1hé & gn:e of his humamty
It is time " that nmverfal refe‘d'ment frould arife ‘againt
thefe horrid operations whichi‘tend ¢ to hidrden the hear,
extinguith thofe fenfations which give man ‘confidence
in man, and make the’ phyﬁcmn more dreadful than
the gout or i’tone

_'h Norl&
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R.W W%QMH
No. ¥8. Satzgday, Ausuft 12, 1758

To the IDLER. T
SIR, - SR
T commonly happens to hlm who endeavours 'to-
diftinguifh himfelf by ridicule, or cenfure, that he -
teaches others to pratife: his own arts againft him,- and,
that, after a fhort enjoymentof the -applaufe paid to-
his fagacity, or of the smirth excited-by -his-wit, he is"
doomed to - fuffer the fame: feverities of fcrutiny, to
hear inquiry detectiog his faults, and exaggcrauon:
fporting with his failings.- .i- "o . g
Tue natural difcontent: of mfenonty, wﬂl feldoin -
fail to operate in fome degree of maliceragainft-him,
who profeffes to fuperintend- the ,condu&..of others -
efpecially if he féats himfelf uncalled. in ‘the:chair: of
judicature, and -exercifes authonlty by hls owr (:cnmm~
mifion. - Rk P
You cannot,. therefore, wonder that; your ob{'er-‘
vations on human folly, if they produce laughter-at
one time, awaken .criticifm at another; and that
among the numbers whom you-have taught to. fcoff-
at the retirement of Dnuccnr, there is one: that of-
fers his apology. . R
Tut miftakeof your old friend is! by 00 means pe-
culiar. The publick pleafures. of far. the greater. part.
of markind: are counterfeit., . Very :few carry .itheir
philofophy to places-of diverfion, ior'are very careful
to analyfe their enjoyments. ~The general condition of
life is fo full of mifery, that we:are.glad to catch' de--
light without inquiring whence 1t comes, or' by what
power it is beftawed. i A
‘Tre mind is feldom quxckeneds to very' v:gomus
operations but by pain, or theidread.of paim: ‘We:do -
not difturb ourfelves with the detection of fallacies.”
whlch do us-no harm, nor willingly decline a pleafing

D2 effelt
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¢ifect to inveftigate its canfe. He that is happy, by
whatever means, defires nothing but the continuance
of happinefs, and is no more follicitous to diftribute
s fenfarions into their proper fpecies, than the com-
mon gazer on the beauties of the fpring, to foparate
light into its original rays.

PLeasure is therefore feldom fuch as it appears to
others, nor often fuch as we reprefent it to ourfelves.
Of the ladies that fparkle at a mufical performance, a
very fmall number has any quick fenfibility of harmo-
nious founds. But every one that goes has her plea-
fure. She has the pleafure of wearing fine cloaths,
and of thewing them, of outthining thofe whom fhe
fufpe@s to envy her ; the has the pleafure of appearing
among other ladies in a place, whither the race of
meaner mortals feldom intrudes, and of refleting that,
in the converfations of the next morning, her name
will be mentioned among thofe that fat in the firft row ;
fhe has the pleafure of returning courtefies, or refu-
fing to return them, of receiving compliments with
civility, or rejecting them with difdain. She has the
pleafure of meeting fome of her acquaintance, of
guefling why the reft are abfent, and of telling them
that the faw the opera, on pretence of inquiring why
they would mifs it. She has the pleafure of being
fuppofed to be pleafed with a refined amufement, and
of hoping to be numbered among the votreffes of har-
mony. She has the pleafure of efcaping for two hours
the fuperiority of a fifter, or the controul of a huf-
band ; .and from all thefe pleafures the concludes, that
heavenly mufrck is.the balm of life.

AcL affemblies of gaiety are” brought together by
motives of the fame kind. The theatre is not filed
with thofe, that know or regard the tkill of the attor,
nor the ball room, by thofe who dance, or attend to
the dancers. To all placesof general refort, where
.the ftandard of pleafure is ereCted, we run with equal
eagernefs, or appeaiance of eagernels, for very dif-
ferent reafons. One goes that he may fay he has been
there, another becaufe ke never miffes. This man
goesto try what he can find, and that to difcover what

: others
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others find. Whatever diverfion is coftly, will be
frequented by thofe who defire to be thought rich ;
and whatever has, by any accident, become fathion-
able, eafily continues its reputation, becaufe every one
is athamed of not partaking it. ‘

To every place of entertainment we'go with ex-
peQtation, and defire of being pleafed ; we meet others
who are brought by the fame motives ; no one will be
the firft to own the difappointment ; one face refleéts
the fmile of another, till each belicves the reft delight-
ed, and endeavours to catch and tranfmit the circu-
Jating rapture. In time, all are deceived by the cheat
to which all contribute. The fiction of happimefs. is.
propagated by every tongue, and confirmed by every
look, till at Iaft all profefs the joy which they do not
feel, confent to yield to the general delufion; and
when the voluntary dream is at an end, lament that
blifs is of fo fhort a duration: ,

Ir DrucerT pretended to pleafures, of which he:
had no perception, or boafted of one amufement
where he was indulging another, what did he which:
is not done by all thofe who read his ftory ? of whom
fome pretend delight in- converfation, only.::becaufe
they dare not be alone, fome praife the quiet of foli-
tude ; becaufe they are envious of fenfe and impatient
of folly; and fome gratify their pride, by writing
charaters which expofe the vanity of life.

Lam; STR, S
Your humble fervant.:

No.1g.  Saturday, Auguff 19; 1758,

OME of thofe ancient fages that have exercifed.

L) their abilities in. the enquiry after the SupreEME
Goop,, have been.of. opinion, that the higheft degree
of earthly happinefs is quiet; a calm repofe both of
mind and body, unditurbed by the fight of folly or
D3 the
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the noife of bufinefs, the tumults of public commy-
tion, or the agitations of private intereft; a flate, in |
which the mind has no other employment, but to ob-
{erve and regulate her own mations, to trace thought
from thought, combine one image with another, raife
fyftems of fcience, and form theories of wvirtue.

To the fcheme of thefe folitary fpeculatifts it has
been jufily objeted, ‘that if they are happy, they are
happy only by being ufelefs. That mankind is one
vaft republick, where every individuai receives many

- benefits from the labour of others,” which, by labour-

. Ing in his turn for others, he is obliged to repay ; aad

that where the united efforts of all are not able to ex.

t all from mifery, none have a right to withdraw

- from their tafk of vigilance, or to be indulged in idle
wifdom or {olitary pleafures. o _

It is common for controvertills, in the heat of dif-
putation, to add one pofition to another till they reach
the extremities of knowledge, where truth and falfe-

-hood lofe their diftinGion. Thelr admirers follow

- them to the brink of abfurdity, and then ftart back

_from each fide towards the middle point., o it has
happened in this great difquifition., Many perceive
alike the force of the contrary arguments, find quiet
fhameful, and bufinefs dangerous, and therefore pafs
their lives between them, ia buftle without bufinefs,
and in negligence without quiet. . ..

Amoxc the principal names of this moderate fet is
that great philofopher Jack Whirler, whofe bufinefs
keeps him in perpetual motion, and whofe motion al-

- ways-eludes his bufinefs; who is always ta do what
he never does, who cannot ftand ftill becaufe heis
wanted in another place, and who is wanted in.many
places becaufe he ftays in none. -

- —Jaex -has-more_bufine(s than he can conveniently
trana& in one houfe, he has therefore ong_habitation

--pear” Bow*church, and -another -about a -mile 'diftant.

- By this ingenious diftribution of himfelf berween fwo
houfes,” Jack has contrived to be found “at meither.
Jack’s trade is extenfive, and he has many dealers;
his ‘converfation is fpritely, andhe has many compz-
o - nons §
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nions ; his difpofition is kind, and he has many friends.
ack neither forbears pleafure for ‘bufinefs, nor omits
bufinefs for pleafure, but is equally invifible to his
friends and his cuftomers ; to him that comes with an
snvitation-to a club, and to him that waits t6 fettle an
account. - . - L e PR o
Wren you, call ‘at his_houfe, his clerk tells you,
that Mr. Whirler ‘was juit fbept out, but will be at
home exaltly at two; you wait at a Coffee-houfe till
two, and then find that he has beea at home, and is
one out again, but left word that he thould be at the
ilalf-mpoq tavern at feven, where he hopes to meet
you. At feven you go to the tavein. At cight in
comes Mr. Whirler to -tell. you that he is-glad to fce
you, and only begs leave to run for a:few minutes, to
a gentleman that lives near the Exchange, from whom
he will return before fupper can be ready. Away he
runs to the Exchange to tell thofe who are waitin
for him, that he muft beg them to defer the byfinefs
1ill to-morrow, becaufe his time is come at the Half-
maog. R RPN T B A SR LR e S TR
- Jack’s,_chearfulnefs; and , civility rank , bim. among
thofe wholc! prefence . peyer.gives pain; and -whom alt
receive with fopdnefs and. carefles. .He calls often on
his friends, ‘to tell them that* he will come again to-
merrow ; on the morrow he comes again to tell them
how an unexpe@ed fummons hurries him away. When
he enters a houfe,, his firft declaration is, that he can-
not fit down 5 and fo Thartare his vifits; ‘that he feldom
appears to have come for any other reafon but to fay
hemuftgo.” = - T e
Tur dogs of Fgypt, when thirft brings them to
the Nile, are faid to run as they drink for fear of the
crocodiles. Jack Whirler. akways dines, af full fpeed.
He engers,. ‘l;ﬁiidgf the Fanily at table, 'fity familifely

down, and fils ﬂ.}gé Plate ; hut, while the firft morfel is

e w A - Stoaigd ug i reeUlt L )4 PITEIPISAN
ir g pouch, hegrs, the” clock ik and rifes ; then
20910, anpther houlg, _fire, dovin, again, recollects
spolliy engageipent, b only tge (0. fte h lou
makes a thort excufe to the cbmpany, and continues.
through another ftreet his defultory dinner.. .

D 4 Bur
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BuT overwhelmed as he is with bufinefs, his chief
defire is to have flill more. Every new propofal takes
pofleflion of his thoughts, he foon ballances probabi.
hities, engages in the proje®, brings it almoft to com-
pletion, and then forfakes it for another, which he
catches with the fame alacrity, urges with the fame ve-
hemence, and abandons with the fame coldnefs.

Every man may be obferved to have a eertain
firain of lamentation, fome peculiar theme of com-
plaint on which he dwells in his moments of dejection.
Jack’s topic of forrow, is the waat of time. Many
an excellent defign languithes in empty theory for want
of time. For the omiflion of any civilities, want of
time is his plea to others; for the negle®t of any af.
fairs, want of time is his excufe to himfelf. That he
wants time he fincerely believes; fer he'once pined
away many months with a lingering diftemper, for want
of time toattend his health. ,

Trus Jack Whirler lives in perpetual fatigue with-
out proportionate advantage, -becaufe he  does not-con-
fider that no man can fee all with his own eyes, or do
all with his own hands; that whoever is engaged in
multiplicity of bufinefs muft tranfa&t much by fubfti-
tution, and leave fomething to hazard; and that he
who attempts to do all, will wafte his life in doing
little. |

No. 20. Saturday, Auguff 26, 1758; |

HERE is no crime more infamous than the
violation of truth. It is apparent that men can
be focial beings no longer than they believe each other.
When fpeech is employed only as the vehicle' of
falfhood, every man muft difunite himfelf from others,
inhabit his own cave, and feck prey only for him-
felf. : ‘
Yen
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Yer the law of truth, thus facred and neceffary, is.
broken without punithment, without refentment, in
compliance with inveterate prejudice and prevailing
paffions. Men are willing to credit what they wifh,
and encourage rathier thofe. who gratify them with
pleafure, than thofe that infructthem with fidelity.

For this reafon every Hiftorian difcovers is country,
and it isimpoffiblé to read the different accounts of any
great event, without a-with that truth:had more power:
over partiality. ‘ _

AmipsT the joy of my countrymen for. the acqui--
fition of Louifbourgh, I could not forbear to confider.
how differently this revolution of American' power is
not only now mentioned by the contending nations,
but will be reprefented by the. writers of another cen~-
tury. - ‘ :

%HE Englith hiftorian will imagine -himfelf-barely
doing juftice to Englifly virtne, when he relates the.
capture of Louifbourg in the following mahners

“ Tre Englith had hitherto feen, with greatindig--
mation, theif attempts baffled and: their force defied by-
an enemy, whom they confidered themfelves as intitled
to conquer by the right of prefeription, and whom
many ages of hereditary fuperiority: had taught them:
to defpife. Their fleets were more numerous, and
their feamen braver than.thofe of France; yet they.
only floated ufélefs on.the ocesn, and the French:de-
rided them from theif ports; Misfortunes; as is ufual,
produced difcontent; the .pe:ge.rhurmuted at the mi-
nifters, and.the minifters cénfured the commanders.

“ In the fummer of this year, the Englith began to.
find theif fuccefy anfwerable to their caufe- A:fleet.
and an army- were fent to America to diflodge the ene-
my from the fettlements which they had fo perfidioufly.
made, and foinfolently-maintained, and ‘to reprefs that:
power which was growing more every day by.the affo- -
ciation of the Indians, with.whom thefe degenerate-
Europeans intermarried, and whom they fecured to.
their party by prefents and promifes. |

“ In the beginnifg of [une the thips of ‘war, and .
veflels containing the land forces appeared before

' D s . - FLouifbourg,.

|
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Louifbourg, a place fo fecure by nature, that art wa
almoft fuperfiuous, and fo fortfied by art as if nature
had lefi-it._open. The French boafted that it was
Jmpregnable, and fpoke with fcorn of all attempts that
could be made againff it.  The %ar_rifon was nume.
sous, the flores equal. to the longeft fiége, ..and
their engineers and commanders high in reputation.
‘The mouth of the harbour was fo narrow, that three
fhips within might eafily defend it againft all attacks
from the fea. ‘The French had, with that caution
which ‘cowards -borrow from-fear and - atttibute to.
policy, eluded our flects, and fent into that port five.
great fhips and fix fmaller, of which they funk four
1n the miouth .of the paffage, having raifed batteries,
and pofted troops at all fké places, where they thonght
it poflible to make a defcent. "The Englith, however,
‘bad more to dread from the roughnefs of the fea, than
from the fkill or bravery .of the defendants. Some
.days paffed before the. furges, which rife very high
tound that -ifland, wouid fuffer them to land;
.at -laft their impatiepce-pouild be reftrained no.long-
er; they .got poffeflign ‘of the fhore 'with litt%e
Jofs.by the fea, 2nd with lefs by the enémy. In 3
few days the artillery was landed, the batteries were
saifed, and the French had no. orher "hope than
to efcape from one paft ta another. A fhot from the
batterics fired. the posder ju,ane of their largeft thips,
the Rame [pread tq. the w0 next, and all three wert
deftroved ; the Englith adudiral fenf his- boats againft
.the two large thips. yet rémaining, ok thém without
tefiftance, and terrified the garrifon to an immediate
&apitulation.” . . ST

- “LeT us-now oppofe-to- this Englith narrative, the
“selation . which- will-be” produced about the fame time,
by the writér of the age of Lonis XV. -~ -~

"« About this time the Englith admitted to. the con-
du@ of affairs, a man who undertogk to. fave from
deftruéion that ferocious and turbulent people, who,
from the mean infolence ‘of wealthy teaders, and the
hwlefs confidence of fuccefsful rabbers, were. Ernv;
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funk into defpait and ftupified; with horvor. , He called. -
in the fhips which ‘had jbeen difgerfed .over -thi¢ ocedn
to guard; theif merchants, aod feng.a flegy; and an ar-
my, in, whigh;almoft th: wholg, #rength of England
was comprifed, to fecure their poffefiions in .Americg,
which were endangered alike by the French arms and
the. French, virtue. "We had taken the Englith for-
ireffes by force, and gained the Indian nations by hu-
manity. - The Englith, whereverthey come,-are fure
to have the natives for their enemies ; for the only
mnotive of their fettlements is avarice, and -the- only
confequence of their fuccefs is oppreffion. TIn this
war they acted iike othler Barbariansy and, with. a de-
gree of outrageous cruelty, which the gentlene(s of
of our manners fcarce fuffers us to onceive, affdred
rewards by -open- proclamation to théfe’ who thould
bring i, the fcalps of Indian women.and children. A.
tradep_afw:g‘g wiakes war with the cruelty of a pirate.!
& Ty, had -long lopked with, enyy and with tep-
ror upon.the. influenee;whigh the French exerted oygr
al the MYorthern, regiohs.of America: by. the poffeflion
of Lowifbpurg, 4 placginarurally.ftrdng, and new fop-
sified with lome flight outworks::: /I'hey, 'hoped. so-
furprize the garrifon unprovided ; but that .ﬂugg@{s
which,always defeats their ; malice, gave us tmé;io-
fend fupplies,-and :1o. fiation . fhips for the defence.of
the, barbour.. ,; T hey came before, Lonifbourg it June,
and were for.fometime indonbt whether they fhouldlang.
Rut. the commangers;. ‘who: had. latelyfoen an admiral,
Jbeheaded:for :not having;done what be hadnatpower
to.do, durft not leave the place wnaffaulted.. . An Eng-
lithman has no-ardour. for honaur, nor zeal for duty ;
he neither. values glory nor loves his king, but ba-
lances one danger..with.asother, and will fight. rather
-than be hanged:, ‘They.iherefore landed,; byt, with.
great lofs ; ithijr: eagineers, bitd,(inithe. Jaft war with.
e French, learned fomething;of the military fiences,
and. made gheir approaches with fufiient fkill; but all
“their effarts had been witkiont effe; had not-a ball:
unfortunately- fallén into the powder of one of our
Ihips, which communicated the fire-to the reft, aad by
'. Opening
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ing the paffage of the harbour, obli‘ged the gani.
z to capitulate. Thus was Louifbourg loft, and o
troops marched out with the admiration of their ene.
mies; who durft hardly think themfelves mafters of
the place.” ‘

No. 21.  Satyrday, September 2, 1758.

N,

To the IDLER

Dear Mr. IDLER, :

Y HERE is afpecies of mifery orof diféafé, fon
which our- language is commonly fuppofed to,
be without 2 name, but which I think is emphatically
qpough: denominated LisTLessNess, and' which i
commonly termed, a-want of fomething to da:

Op the happinefs of this ftate I do not expedall
your readers to have an adequate idea. Many e
overburthened with bufinefs, and canimagine no com-.
é but ip reft; many have- minds fo placid, aswik
lingly to indulge a-voluntary lethiargy ; or fo -narrow,
as eafily to-be filled to theit utmoft capacity.. By thefe.
I fhall net be underftoed, and tlierefore - canriot: be:
piied. Thefe enly will fympathize with my- com-
plaint; whofe imagination i aftive and refolution-weak,
whofe defires are ardent, and whofe choice-is delicate ;-
‘who cannot farify themfelyes with ftanding flill, and:
yet cannet fiad a- motive to diret theif courfe.

I was the feeond fon-ef a gentleman, whofe eftate
was barely fufficient te fupport himfelf and kis heirin.
the dignity of killing game, He therefore madé ufe
-of the intereft which the allisnices of ks family affotd-
_¢d him, to procure me 2 poft in-the army:. 1 paffed
.fomie years in-the moft contemptible- of all huinan fla-
gions, that of a foldiér-in tiine of peace. I wandered
%ith the regiment as the quarters were changed,

" witkous opportunity for bufiness, tafte for knowledges
a




No.2r. The 1D L ER. Gt

or money- for pleafure.  Wherever I came-1 was far
a time 2 ftranger without curiofity, and afterwards an.
acquaintance without friendfhip.  Having nothing te.
hope in thefe- places of fortuitous refidence, Irefigned
my conduct to. chance ;. 1 had no. intention.to,oftend,.
I had ne ambition-to delight..

] supposk every man is fioeked when he hears
Kow frequently foldiers are withing for war. 'The with.
is not always fincere, the- greater part are content with
fleep and lace, and. counterfeit an.ardour which they
do not feel.; but thofe who-defire it moft, are neither-
prompted by malevolence nor patriotifin ; they neither
pant for laurels, nor- delight in.blood ;- but lang to be
delivered from the tyranny of illenefs, and reftored to.
the dignity of active beings..

I nEvER imagined. myfelf to. have- more courage:
than, other, men, yet was. often involuntarily withing
for a war, but of a. warat that time I had no profpe&;;
and being-enabled, by.the death.of an uncle to live.
without. my. pay,. I quitted the army, and refolved.
to regulate my ewn motions.

I was pleafed, for a while; with- the novelty of
independenge,. and imagined that I had now found.
what every man defites. My time. was in. my own.
power, and. my. habitatian, was wherever my. choice-
fhould fix it. I amufed myfelf for two years, in paf-
fing.from. place to. place, and comparing ome corve-
nience-with. another ; but being at laft athamed of en-
quiry, and weary-of-uncertainty, I purchafed a honte,
and eftablifhed my. family. -

I now- expe@ed to. begin. to: be happy, and was:
heppy-for a fhort time, with: that expetation. But I
foon perceived my fpirits to.fubfide, and my imagina-
tion to grow datk. The- gloom thickened every day.
round me: I wondered by what malignant power-my
peace was blafted, till. Idifcovered ar laft tEatI had
nothing to.do.

Time with all. its celerity, moves flowly to-him,
whofe whole employment isto watch its flight. Iam
forced upona thoufand fhifts, to enable me to endure-
the tedioufnefs of the day.  Irife when I qan fleep no.

Jonger, .
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longer, and take my morning walk ; T fée what I have
feen before, and return.  Ifit down and perfuade my-
felf, that I it down to - think, find it _impoffible to
think without a fubje@, rife uip to- énquire-after news,
and endeavour-to kindle in myfelf; an-artificial i impd-
tience for inteliigence of events, -which will hever ez
tend any confequence to me, but that a few mmutea
-they abfiralt me from myfelf.. - -

Waen I have heard any thing that may granij’
cunoﬁtv, I am bufied for a while, in running ‘to relatc
it. I haften from one place of cancourfe to another,
delighted with my own importznce; and proud to think
that I am doing fomething, though I know that ano-
ther hour would fpare«n‘v labour B

I uap once a round of vifits, which I pald very
regularly; tut 1 Faveé now tired ‘moft of my friends.
When 1 have fat down I forget to rife, and hdvemore
than once over heard one afking anvther when 1 wouid
be gone. I perceive the company tired, I-obfervé the
" miftrefs of the family Whifpering to her. férvants, 1 find
orders given.to put off bufinefs till to.merrow, {dée
the watche: frequently infpeted;’ and-yet tannot with-
draw to the vacuity of foliude; br« ven{:ure myfeh In
.Y OWN CGMpAany. SR

Tuus burthenfome to myfelf and others, Iform
many fchemes of employment which may make my
bfe ufeful, or agreeable, and - exempt me :from -the
ignominy of living by fufferance.” Tbi néw ourfe ]
have long defigned ‘but* have not “vet begiin. ¢ The
prefent moment is never proper for - the ‘change,- but
“there is always a time in view wheén-3ll obftacles. will
be removed, and I fhall furpme all that know me with
a new diftribution of niy time. - Twenty years - have

paft fince 1 have refolved a complete amendment, and
twenty years have been loft in delays. | Age'is coming
upoh me, and T fheuld loek back with- ragé‘and de-
fpair upon the wafte of life, but that I amnow ibegme

ning in earneft to begin a reformaricn. " 1 -
i . T am, Sir, . b “""':
Your lmmb}e femant,
—-Drex Laneer.
No. 22..
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No.22. Saturday, Seftember gy 1758,

ANY naturalits are of opinicn, that the ani-

mals which we commonly confider as mute,
have the power of imparting their thoughts to one
another. ‘That they can exprefs general fenfations is
very certain ; every being that can utter fournds, has
a different voice for pleafure and for pain. The
hound informs his_fellows when he fceats his game
the hen calls her chickens to their food by her cluck,,
and drives them from danger by her fcream.

Birps have the greatelt variety of notes ; they have
indeed a variety, which feems almoft fufficient to make
a {prech, adequate to the purpofes of a life, which is
regulated by inftinct, and can admit little change or
improvement. To the cries of birds, curiofity or fu-
perftiion has been always attentive, many have fudi-
ed the language of the feathered tribes, and {ome have
hoatted that they underftood it.

Tue molt ikilful or moft confident interpreters of”
the Silvan dialogues, have been commonly found among
the philofophérs of the Eaft, in a country where the
calmnefs of the air, and the mildrefs of the f{eafons,.
allow the ftudent to pafs a great past of the vear in groves
and bowers. © ‘But what inay be done in"one place by
peculiar opportunities, may be performed in anothér-
by peculiar diligence. A thepherd of Bohemia has,
by long abode in the forefts, enabled himfelfto under-
ftand the voice of birds ; at leaft he relates with great
confidence a ftory of which the credibility may be confj-.

o

dered by the learned. _ .-

“ As T was fitting, (faid he) within a hollow rock,.
and watching my fheep that fed in the valley, I heard
two vultures interchangeably” crying on the fummit ‘'of
the cliff.. Both voices were earnet and deliberate..
My curiofity prevailed over my care of the flock ; -L

climbed:
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alimbed flowly and filently from crag to crag, conced.
ed among the fhrubs, tll I fournd a cavity where]
might fit and liften without fuffering, or giving diftur.
bance. :

“ I'soown perceived, that my labour would be wel,
repaid ; for an old vulture was fitting on a naked
prominence, with her young about her, whom fhe was
wftruting in the artsof a vulture’s life, and preparing,
by the laft leClure, for their final difmiffion to the
mountains and the (kies.

My children, faid the old vulture, you will the lef;
want my inftructions, becaufe you have had my praice
before your eyes; you have feen me fnatch from the
farm the houthold fowl, you have feen me feize the
leveret in the bufh, and the kid in the pafture, you
know how te fix your talons, and how to balance your.
flight when you are laden with your prey. But you
remember the tafte of more delicious food; I have
often regaled you with the flath of man, Tell.us, faid
the young vultures, where man may be found, and.
how he may be known ; his fleth is furely the natural.
food of 2 vulture. Why have you never broughta.
man in your telons to the neft 7 He is too bulky, faid.
the mother ; when we find a man,. we can only tean
away his fleth and leave his bones upon the ground.
Since man is {o big, faid the young ones, how do you.
kill him. You are afraid of the wolf and of the bear,.
by what.power are vultures fuperior to. man, is man.
more defencelefs. than 2 theep ? We have not the:
ftrength of man, rerurned the mother, and I.am fome-
times in doubt whether. we have the fubtilty ; and the:
vultures would feldom feaft upon his fleth, had not
nature, that devoted him to our ufes, infufed into

‘him 2 ftrange ferocity, which I have never obferved
w any other being that feeds upon the earth. Two
Eerds of men will often meet and fhake the earth with
noife, and fill the air with fir. When yon hear noife,.
and fee fire. which flafhes along the ground, haften
to the place with your fwifteft wing, for men are fure--
Iy deftroying one another ; you will then find the

grouad fmoaking with bloed and covered with .carcfaé-
5
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fes, of which many are difmembered and mangled
for the convenience of the vulrure. But when men
have killed their prey, faid the pupil, Why do they
not eat it 7 When the wolf has killed a fleep he fuf-
fers not the vulture to touch it-till he has fatisfied him-
felf Is not man another kind of wolf? Man, faid
the mother, is the only beaft who kills that which
he does not devour, and this quality makes him fa
much 2 benefattor to our fpecies. If men kill our
prey and lay itin our way, faid the youn% one, what
need fhall we have of labouring for ourfelves. Be-
caufe man will, fometimes, replied the mother, re-
main for a long time quiet in his den. The old vul-
tures will tell you when you are to watch his motions.
When you fee men in great numbers moving clofe to
gether, like a flight of torks, youn may conclude that
they are hunting, and that you will foon revel in hu-
man blood- But ftill, faid the young one, I would
gladly know the reafon of this mutual flaughter. I
could never kill what I could not eat. My child, faid
the mother, this is a queftion which I cannot anfwer,
tho’ I am reckoned the moft fubtile bird of the moun-
tain. When I was young I ufed frequeatly to vifit
the ayry of an old vulture who dwelt upon the Car-
pathian rocks ; he hadumade many obfervations ; he
knew the places that afforded prey round his habita-
tion, as far in every dire@ion as the ftrongeft wing
can fly between the rifing and the fetting of the Sum-
met {un ; he had fed year after year on the entrails of
men. His opinion was, that men had anly the ap-
pearance of animal life, being really vegetables with
a power of motion ; and that as the boughs of an oak
are dathed together by the ftorm, that {wine may fat-
ten upon the falling acorns, fo men are by fome unac-
countable power driven one againit another, till they
loi_'e their motion, that vultures may be fed. Others
think they have obferved fomething of contrivance and
policy among thefe mifchievous beings, and thofe that
bover more clofely round them, pretend, that there is, in
every herd, one that gives directions to the reft, and
kems ta be more emjnently delighted with a wide
' carnage.
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carnage.  What it is that intitles him to fugh pre-ens.
nence we know not ; he is feldom the biggeft or the
Fwifteft, but he thews by his eagernefs and diligene
that he is, more than any of the others, a friend |
vultares, : .

ST AL T I D 2ATIRESTANE

No. 23.  Saturday, Septewmber 16, 1758, |
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To the IDLER
Sir,

A S T was paffing lately under one of the gates of
this city, I was firuck with horror by a rueful
cry, which fummoned me “ to remember the pou
¢ debtors.” .

Tre wifdom and juftice of the Englith lawsare,
by Englithmen at leaft, loudly celebrated ; but fcarce-
ly the moft zealous admirers of our inflitutions can

think that law wife, which, when men are capable df
‘work obliges them to beg ; or juft, which expofesthe
liberty of one to the paffions of another.

Tue profperity of a people is proportionate to the
number of hands and minds ufefully employed. To
the community fedition is a fever, corruption i a
gangrene, and: idlenefs an atrophy. Whatever body,
and whatever ‘fociety, waftes more than it acquires,
muft gradually decay; and every being that conti-
nues to be fed, and ceafes to labour, takes.away fome-
thing from the public fock.: - S

THE confinement,therefore, of.any man in the
floth and darknefs ofa prifon, is a lofs to the nation,
and no gain to the creditor.. .For of he multitudes who
are piring in thofp cells. of wifery, :a.very. fmall part &
{ufpeted of.any fraudalent && by which they retan
what belongs to~others. . “The relt are impriforied by
the wantonnefs-of pride; ¢he nmlignity. of revenge
or the acrimony of difappeinted-expettation. - :
« Ir thofe who thus rigoroufly exercife the po;.:{-‘{;

whic
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vhich the law has put into their hands, be atked, why
hey continue to imprifon thofe whom they know to
se unable to pay them: One will an{wer, that his
debtor once lived better than hunfelf ; another, that
his wife looked above her neighbours, and his children
went in filk cloaths to the dancing {chool ; and ano-
ther, that he pretended to be a joker and a wit. Some
will reply, that if they werein debt they fhould meet
with the fane treatment ; fome, that they owe no
more than they can pay, and need therefore give no
account of their actions. Some will confefs their re-
folution, that their debtors fhall rot in jail ; and fome
will difcover, that they hope, by-cruelty, to wring
the payment from their friends. ' .
Tur end of all civil regulations is to {ecure private
happine(s from private malignity ; to keep individuals
from the power of one another ; but this end is ap-
puréntly negle@ed, when a man, irritated with lofs,
is allowed to be the judge of his own caufe, and to
afign the punifhment of his own pain; when the
difinction between guilt and .unhappinefs, betwecen
cafualty and defign, is intrufted to.eyes blind with
intereft, to underftandings depraved by refentment.” -
Since poverty is punithed among usas a crime, it
ought at leat to be treated with the fame lenity as
other crimes ; the offender ought not to languith, at
the will of him whom he bas offended, but to beal-
lowed fome appeal to the juftice of his country. "There
can be no reafon, why any.debtor fhould be imprifon-
ed, but that he may be compelled to payment ; and
a term thould therefore be fixed, in which the creditor
thould exhibit his accufation of concealed property.
If fuch property can be difcovered, let it be given to
the creditor ; if the charge is not offered, or cannot be
proved, let the prifoner be difmiffed. . o
Tuose who made the laws have apparently fup-
pofed, that -every deficiency.of payment iy the crime
of the debtor. But the truth is, that the creditor al-
ways fhares the act, and often more ‘than fhares the
guilt of improper trut. It feldom happens that any
man, imprifons another but for debts which he {uffered
=)
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to be contrafted, in hope of advantage to himfef,
and for bargains in which he proportioned his prof
to his own opinion of the hazard; and there isnp
reafon, why one thould punith the other, fora contraf
in which both concurred.

Maxy of the inhabitants of prifons may juitly com-
plain of harder treatment. He that once owes more
than he can pay, is often obliged to bribe his creditor
to patience, by encreafing his debt. Worlfe and worfe
commodities, at a higher and higher price, are forced
upon him; he is impoverithed by compulfive trafhck,
and at laft overwhelmed, in the common receptacles
of mifery, by debts, which, without his own confent,
were accumulated on his head. To the relief of fuch
diftrefs, and to the redrefs of fuch mifery, no other
objection can be made, but that by fuch eafy diffolu-
tion of debts, fraud will be left without punifhment,
and imprudence without awe, and that when infol-
vency fhall become no longer punifhable, credit will

e.

TrE motive to credi, is the hope of advantage.
Commerce can never be at a ftop, while one man wants
what another can fupply; and credit will never be
denied, while it is likely to be repaid with profit. He
that trufts one whom he defigns to fue, is criminal by
the at of truft; the ceflaton of fuch infidious
traffic is to be defired, and no.reafon can be given, why
a change of the law fhould impair any other.

WE fee nation trade with nation, where no.pay-
g?t can be compelled. Mutual convenience produces.

tual confidence, and the merchants continue to fa-
tisfy the demands of each other, though they have
nothing to. dread but the lofs of trade.

It is vain to continue an inftitution, which expe-
rience fhews to be ineffeCtual. We have now impri-
foned one gengration of debtors after another, but we
do not find that their numbers leflen. We have now
learned, that rafhnefs and imprudence will not be de-
terred from taking credit ; let us try whether fraud
and avarice may be more eafily reftrained from giving it

I am, Sir, &c.
No. 24
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N, 24. Saturday, S:piember 13, 1458,

IF E has no pleafure higher or nobler than that
[ _ of friendfhip. It is painful to confider, that this -
fublime enjoyment may be impaired or-deftroyed by
innumerable caufes, and that there is no human pof-
(eflion of which the duration is lefs certain.

Manv have talked, in very exalted language, of the
perpetuity of friendthip, of invincible conftancy, and
unalienable kindnefs; and fome examples have been
feen of men who have continued faithful to their ear-
fiett choice, and whofe affection has predominated over
changes of fortune, and contrariety of opinion.

Bur thefe inftances are memorable, becaufe they are
rare.  The friendlhip which is to be practifed or ex-
peted by common mortals, muft take its rife from
mutual pleafure, and muft end when the power ceafes
of delighting each other.

Many accidents therefore may happen, by which
the ardour of kindnefs will be abated, without crimi-
nal bafenefs or contemptible inconftancy on either part.
To give pleafure is not always in our power ; and little
does he know himfelf, who believes that he can be al-
ways able to receive it.

Tuose who would gladly pafs their days together
may be feparated by the different courfe of their af-
fairs ; and friendéhip, like love, is deftroyed by long
abfence, though it may be increafed by thort intermif-
fions. What we have nuffed long enough to want it,
we value more when it is regained ; but. that which
has been loft till it is forgotten, will be found at laft
with little gladnefs, and with fill lefs, if a fubftitute
' has fupplied the place. He that fees himfelf deprived

of the companion to whom he ufed to open his bofom,
and with whem he fhared the hours of leifure and
merriment, feels the day at firft hanging heavy on him,
his difficulties opprefs, and his doubts diftrat bim, he

fees
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fees time come and go without his wonted gratification,
and all is fadnefs within, ard folitude about him. By
this uneafine§s never lafts long, neceflity produces ex-
pedients, new amufements are difcovered, and new
converfation is admitted. ‘

No expeftation is more frequently difappointed,
than that which naturally arifes in the mind; from the
profpett of meeting an old friend, after long fepara.
tion. , We expect the attraftion to be revived, and
the coalition to be renewed ; no man confiders how
much alteration time has made in himfelf, and very
few enquire what effect it has had upon others. The
firft hour convinces them, that the pleafure, which
‘they have formerly enjoyed, is for ever at an end;
different fcenes have made different impreflions, the
opinions of both are changed, and that fimilitude of
manners and fentiment is loft, which confirmed them
both in the approbation of themfelves.

Friendthip is often deftroyed by oppofition of inte-
reft, not only by the ponderous and vifible interet,
which the defire of wealth and greatnefs forms and
maintains, but by a thoufand fecret and flight compe-
titions, perhaps unkmown to the mind upon -which
they operate. There is fcarcely any man without fome
favourite trifle which he values above greater attain-
ments, fome defire of petty praife, which he cannot
patiently fuffer to be fruftrated. This minute ambi-
tion is {fometimes croffed before it is known, and
fometimes defeated by wanton petulance; but fuch
attacks are feldlom made without the lofs of friend-
thip;; for whoever has once found the vulnerable
part will always be feared, and that refentment will
burn on in fecret, of which thame hinders the difcovery.

Tuis, however, is 2 {low, malignity, which a wife
man will obviate as inconfifteht with quiet, and a good
.man will reprefs as contrary to virtue; but human
happinefs is fometimes violated by fome more fudden
ftrokes. .

A p1spuTe begun in jeft, upon a fubjet whicha
moment before was on both parts regarded with carelefs

indifference, is continued by the defire of cquue[tli
: tl
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iill vanity kindles into rage, and oppofition rankles into
enmity. Againtt this halty mifchief I know not what
fecurity can be obtained ; men will be {ometines fur-
prized into quarrels ; and though they might both haften
to reconciliation, as {foon as their tumult had fubfided,
yet two minds will feldom be found together, which
can at once fubdue their difcontent, or immediately en-
joy the fweets. of peace, without remembring the
wounds of the conflict.

Frienpsuip has other enemies. Sufpicion is al-
ways hardening the cautious, and difguft repelling the .
delicate.  Very flender differences will fometimes part
thofe whom long reciprocation of civility or beneficence
has united; Lonelove and Ranger retired into the coun-
try to enjoy the company of each other, and returned
in fix weeks cold and petulant; Rangers pleafure
was to walk in the fields, and Lonelove’s to fit in a
bower-; each had complied with the other in his turn,
and each was angry that compliance had been ex-
ated. o
 Tue moft fatal difeafe of friendthip is gradual de-
cay, or diflike hourly encreafed by caufes-too flender
for complaint, and too numerous for temoval. Thofe
who are "angry may be reconciled ; thofe who have
been injured may receive a recompence’; but when
the defire of pleafing and willingnefs to be pleafed is
filently diminithed, the renovation of friendthip is hope-
lefs ; as, when the vital powers fink into languor, there
1s no longer any ufe of the phyfician,

S QAT DD TG D6 TRIATE

No. 25. Saturd.iy. September 30, 1758,
AR " |

Y 7 HEN ‘man fees one of the inferiot creatures

perched upon a tree, or bdfking in the fun-

fhin, without any apparent endeavour’ or purfuit, he

often afks hinifelf, or. his.companion, * on what that
“ animal caribe fuppofed to be thinking ?”

Or .
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Or this queftion, fince neither bird nor beaft caq
anfwer it, we muft be conteat to live without the re-
folution. We know not how much the brutes recol-
le&t of the paft, or anticipate of the future; what

wer they have of comparing and preferring ; or
whether their faculties may not reft in motionlefs in-
difference, till they are moved by the prefence of their
proper objet, or fimulated to att by corporal fen-
fations.

T aum the lefs inclined to thefe fuperfluous inquiries,
becaufe I have always been able to find fufficient matter
for curiofity in my own fpecies. It is ufelefs to go far
in queft of that which may be found at home; a very
parrow circle of obfervation will fupply a fufficient
number of men and women, who might be afked,
with equal propriety, * on what they can be thinking?

IT is reafonable to believe, that thought, like every
thing elfe, has its caufesand effets; that it muft pro-
ceed from fomething known, done, or fuffered ; and
muft produce fome altion or event. Yet how great
is the number of thofe in whofe minds no fource of
thought has ever been opened, and in whofe life no
confequence of thought is ever difcovered ; who have
learned nothing upon which they can reflect ; who have
peither {een nor felt any thing which could leave its
traces on the memory ; who neither forefee nor defire
any change of their condition, and have, therefore,
neither fear, hope, nor defign, and yet are fuppofed
to be thinking beings.

To every a& a fubje@ is required. He that thinks,
muft think upon fomething. But tell me, you that
pierce deepeft into nature, you that take the wideft fur-
veys of life, inform me, kind fhades of Malbranche and
of Locke, what that fomething can be, which excites
and continues thought in maiden aunts with {mall for-
tunes ; in younger brothers that live upon annuities ;
in traders retired from bufinefs ; in foldiers abfent from
their regiments, or in widows that have no children?

Lire is commonly confidered as cither attive or
contemplative ; but furely this divifion, how lon fo

ever it has been received, is inadequate and fallacious.
There
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Thete are nortals whofe life i3 certamly not aétive, for
they do neither good mor evily amd whofe life cannor
be properly catled convemplative s for the never ateend
cither to the condu&-of men, or the works:of mattire,
but rife in-the morning, look rdumd therh it nigh i
carelefs fimpidity, go to bed and fleep, and rife apain
in‘the motning. - - ,

It has been hatelp 4 celebrated queftion i the
fchools of philofopiny, “ whetiret the foul alwaypy
“ thinks?> Some  Imve definetl .the foul to' be- the
« powee of thinking,” concluded: thncire effemy con~-
fitks ini a6k, chat if it (hould éeaf® ro' 4, it wonkd
ceafe (0 berg and thutt ceffeciort of thuught iy bt ate
 ther name for exvimtiomrof wited,  This argument is:
fabh, but not conclwfive ;- bedaufls it. fppofes; whad
cannot be provedy theae:she natare:of mitidiis propesly
defimed.  Othery affe@ to difdai (ubsdley, when' fabs
tilty will riot. ferve their purpofe; and appeal to daily
experience. We fsgrid muriy hiowts, they fayy ifx fleys,
without the leaft remembrance of any thoughts which
then patfed: in- our mividdd';: @ fime we' ¢ah ondy by
our own confcioufne{s be fure that we think, why
fhould we fnagine that' wé have had thotight of which
no confcioufnefs remains ¢

Tris argument, which appeals to experience, may
from experience Be confuted.. Wee:evety day do fome-
thing which we forget when it is done, and know to
have' been dohd: ouly by eonfequanee, - The - waking
houts are net:deniedito. have beew pafled i chonghit,
yet he that. thall éndevour to-recelledt ot one-day the
ideds of tive: foriner; ‘Wil only turn' the eye of refletivh
upost- vacanicy, will find,. that the gréater part i§ irre-
vocably' vanithed ;mid- wonder how. the menieats cowld
go and leave fo: little behind them.

To difeover only thatcche arguments-oty both: fides
are defeQive, and to throw back the tenet ints its
former unceitainty, is the (post of watiton or malevo-
lent ftepticifin, 'déli:gh'tinﬁiﬂ) feethe foni of! philofophy
at work- upsh a' talic whichi never: can be- finifved ; at
variance on a:queftion: that never. cani: be decided, I

Voi. L E fhall
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fhall fuggeft an argument hitherto overlooked, which

may, perhaps, determine the controverfy. .

Ir it be impoffible to think without materials, there
muft neceffarily be minds that do not always think,-
and whence fhall we furnith matérals for the medita-
tion of the glutton between his meals, -of the fport(-
man in a rainy month, of the annuijtant between the
days of quarterly payment, -of the palitician when the
mails are detained by contrary winds. '

. BuT how frequent foever may be ‘the examples of
exiftence without thought, it is certainly a. ftate not
much to be defired. He that lives in-torpid infenfi-
bility, wants nothing of a carcafe but putrefattion,
It is the part of every inhabitant of the earth to partake
the pains and pleafures of his fellow beings; and as in
a road through a country defert and uniform, the tra-
veller languifhes for want of amufement: fo the paf-

e of life will be tedious and irkfome to him who
does not beguile it by diverfified ideas.

No. 26. Sat;n:dn'y; Oﬂg-ber 'K7f,,‘.i758. |

To the IDLER. -

S1x, B 0T I SR DTS
I AM a very conftant frequenter of the playhoufe,
. X a place to which 1 fuppofle the IpLER not much.
a'ftranger, fince he can bave no whete elle fo much
entertainment, with fo little concurience of his own
endeavour. At all other aflemblies; he that comes
‘ to receive delight, will be expelted to give it; but
¢ in the theatre, nothing is neceffary to the amufement
-of two hours, but to-fit down and.be willing to be
Cpleated. o

¢ THEe laft week has offéred two new alors to the
¢ town. - 'The appearance and. retirement. of- attors,
“ are the great events of the theatrical world’; and

¢ their firlt performances fill the pit with éonje&u:ie
‘an

n kN AN
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and prognoftication, as the firft aftions of 3 new
monarch agitate nations with hope or fear,
¢ .WHaT opinion I have formed of .the future ex»
cellence of thefe candidates for dramatic glory, it. i
not neceffary to declare. Their entrance gave me
a higher and nobler pleafure than any borrowed cha-
raCter- can afford. I faw the ranks of the theatra
emulating each other, in candour and humanity,
and contending, who thould moft effeually aflift
the truggles of endeavour, diflipate the bluth of
diffidence, and.ftill the flutterof tmidity. ;. ..~ .
¢ Tuis behaviour is fuch as becomes a_people, foo
tender to reprefs thofe who with to pleafe, too gene-
rous to infult thofe who can make no reliftance, ' A
publick performer is fo much in the power of {peta-

- tors, that all unneceffary feverity is reftrained, by that

general law of humanity, which forbids us to be cruel,
where there'is nothing to be feared.

. ¢ In every -new.performer fome'thi;ig mui’gbggar-

S A

doned. No man can, by any force of refolutiop,

fecure to himfelf the full pofleffion of his OWI} POWETS,.

under the eye of a large affembly: Variation of
gefture, and flexion of vaice, are to be _o!bt‘ajpgl“'qn’lj

. by experience.

. ¢ Tuere is nothing for which fuch numbers tfunk

-~ Lol - - - - -~ "

- - PO S r’S

themfelves qualified as for theatrical exhibition,

-Every human being has an.ation.graceful to his dv}}i,

eye, a voice mufical to his own ear, and a fenfibility
which nature forbids him to know that any ather
bofom -can excel. An art in which fuch numbers
fancy themfelves excellent, and which the publick;

:liberally rewards, will excite many. cbm;_)eti;or's,' éﬁd

in many attempts there muft be many mifcariiages, -

¢ The care of the critic fhould be to diffinguith.

error from inability, faults of inexpetience. from. de-

fe@s of nature. Adtion‘irregular agd turbulent. may,
. be reclaimed ; vociferation vehement and. confy

may be reftrained and modulated ;. the ftalk of 'tHé:
tyrant may become the gait of a ‘man ; the yel] of
inarticulate diftrefs may be reduced to human lamep-,

E z +¢ tation,
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¢ tation. All thefe faults fhould be for a time over-
“ looked, and afterwards cenfured with gentlenefs and
¢ candour. Butif in an aQor these appears an utter
4 vacancy of meaning, a frigid equality; a Rupid
* hanguor, a torpid apathy, the greateft kindnefs that
¢ can be fhewn him, is 2 fpeedy fentence of expulfion.’

Fam, Sir, &c.

Tre plea, which my correfpondent has offered
for young a@ors, I am very far from withing to inva-
Kdate. I always confidered thefe-combimations which
are fometimes formed in the playhonfe-as aly of fraud
or of cruelty ; he that apphauds him whe does not de-
ferve praife, is endeavourig to deceive the publick ;
he that hiffes in mafice or fport, isan opprefior and 2
robber. '

BuT furely this laudeble forbeararce might be juftly
extended to young poets: The art of the writer, like
that of the player, is ateained by flow degrees. The
power of ditliaguithing and difcriminating comic chia-
rafers, or of Hifing tragedy with poeticial images,
mruft be the gift of neture, which no- inflra&ion ner
labotr can fapply ; but the art of dramatic difpofition,
tke contexture of the fcenes, the: oppofition: of cha-
raers, the involution of the plot, the expedients of
ﬁ]fpenﬁon, and the firatagems: of furprize, are to be
Yearned by pratice; and'it is cruet to difcourage 2
poet for ever, becaufe he has not frem genius what
only experience can beftow.

frreisa flage. Let me fikewife follicit candour-for
the young aQor on the flage of life.  Fhey: that enter
imto the wotld are too often treated with unreafanable
rigour, by thofe that were once asignerant and. lieady
as themfelves, and diffin&ion-is not always made be-
tweea the faults whicl require fpeedy and violent era-
dication; and thofe that will gradually- drep. away in
the progreffionof life. ' Vicions folicitations of ap-
prtite, if not checked, will grow more’ importunate,
anid, mean arts of profit or ambition will gather firength-
in the mind if they are not easly fuppreffed. But
miftaken notions of faperiority, defires of ufelefs fhow,
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pride of fittle acoomplithments, and all the trein of
vanity, will be bruthed away by the wiag of time..

Rerroor thould not exbauft its power upon petty
failings, det it watch diligently againft the incurfion
of vice, and leave foppery and futlity to die of
themfelves.

No. 27. Sarurd:zy; Ofober 14, 1758,

Mr. IpLew,

NEVER thought that I fhould write any thing

to be printed; but having lately feen your firt
effay, which was fent dowa into the kitchen, with a
great bundle of gazettes and ufelefs papers, 1find that
you are willing to- admit any correfpondent, and there-
fore hope you will not rejeét me.  If you publith my
letter, it may encourage others, in. the fame condition
with myfelf, to- tell their fories, which may be per-
haps as ufefu] as thofe of great ladies.

1 amapoor girl. I wasbred in the conntry at
charity fchool, maintsined by the centributions of
wealthy neighbours. The ladies our patronefles vifited:
us from time to time ; examined how we were taught,
and faw that our cloaths were clean. We lived hap-
pily enough, and were infru&ted to be thankful to-
thofe at whofe coft we were educated. 1 was always:
the favourite of my miftrefs ; the ufed to call me to read.
and fhew my copy-book to all frangers, who never
difmiffed me without commendation, and very feldom:
without a fhilling. S

At laf the chief of our fubferibers having paft-
2 winter in Loadon, came down full of an opinion:
new end firange to the whole country. She held
_it litte defs than crimival to teach poor girls to-
read and write. They who are born to poverty,
fhe faid, are born to i%aorancc, “and will work.
: 3 the
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the harder the lefs they kaow. She wold her fiiends,
that -London was in confufion by the infolence of
fervants, that fcarcely a wench was to be got for
2ll work, fince education had made fuch numbers of
fine ladies, that nobedy “ould now eccept a lower
title than that of a uamng maid, or fomething that
might qualify her to wear jaced thoes and Jong ruffles,
and--to fit at work in the parlour window. But fhe
was re{olved, for her part, to {poil no more girls;
thofe who were to live by their hands fhould neither
rezd nor write out of her pocket ; the world was bad
enough a]ready, and the would have no part in mak<
mg lt \Wwort fe.

Sue vras for 2 fhort time warmly oppofed; but fhe
per(e‘. ered in her notions, and withdrew her. fubfcnp—
tion. Few liften without a defire of conviftion to
thofe who advife them to fpare their money. Her
example and her arguments gained ground daily, and
m lefq than a year the whole parith was convinced, that
the nation would be ruined, if the children of the’ poor
were taught to read and write.

QOur fchool was now diffolved ; my miftrefs kiffed
me when we parted, and told me, that, being old and
belplefs, the could not aflift ine, advifed me to feck a
femce, and charged me not to forget what I had
Jearned.

My reputation for fcholatﬂ:up, which had hltherto
recommeénded me to favour, was, by the adherents ta
the new opinion; confidered as a crime ; and, when |
offered myfelf to any miftrefs, I had no other anfwer,
than © Sure, child, you would not work ; hard work
¢ is not fit for a penwoman ; 2 fcrubbmg-btuﬂ: would
¢ fpoil your hand, child?

I courp not live at home; and while I was
confidéring to what I fhould betake me, one of the
girls, who had gone from our fchool to London, came
down in a filk gown, and told her acquaintance how
well the lived, what fine things the faw, and what
great wages fhe received. | refolvecl to try my for-
tune, and took my paffage in the next week’s waggon

t
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to London. 1thad mo fnareslaid for me at my arrival,
but cime fafe to'a fifter of my miftrefs, who udder-
took-to get me a-place. * She knew only the families of
mean tradefmen; and 1, having no high opinion of
my own qualifications, was willing to accept the firft
offer. - ‘

My firft miitrefs was wife of a working watchmaker,
who earned more than was fufficient to keep his family
in decency and plenty,ibut it was their conftant prac-
tice to hire a chaife on funday, and fpend half the
wages of the week on Richmond-hill ; of Monday he
commonly lay half in bed, and fpent the other half
in merriment ; Tuefday and Wednefday confumed the
reft of his money; and three days every week were
pafled in extremity of want by us who were left at
home, while'my mafter lived on truft .at an ‘alehoufe.
You may be fure that of the fufferers the maid fuffered
moft, and T left them, after three months, rather than
be ftarved. = =~ - - - :

I was then maid to a Hatter's wife. There was
no want. to be dreaded, for they lived i perpetuat
lugury. My miftrefs was a diligent woman, and rofe
early in the morning.to fet the journeymen to work ;
my mafter was a2 man much beloved by his neigh-
bours; ‘and ‘ft-‘dt one club or other every night. I
was obliged to wait on my mafter at night, and on my
miftrefs in-the morning. ~He feldom came home before
two, and fhe rofe at five. | could no more live with-
out fleep than without food, and therefore entreated
them to look out for another fervant.. .

My next removal was to a linen draper’s, who had
fix ctiildten. My-miftrefs; when: [ fifft entered: the
Houfe, informed me, that T muft never contradiét the
children, nor fuffer them to cry. I had no defire to
offend, and readily promifed to do my beft. But'when
I' gave.them their breakfaft 1 could not help all firft ;
when 1 was playing with one in my lap, } was forced
to keep the reft in expectation. That which was not
gratified always refented the injury with a loud outery,
which put my iiftrefs in a fury at me, and procured

E 4 fugar
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fugar plums ta the child. I could not keep fix chil-
dreg gpiet, who were bribed to be clamorons, and
-was therefore difmiffed, as 2 girl hooeft, but not good-
patuzed. -

I Thex lived with 3 coyple that 'kept a petty fhop
of remnants and cheap linen. 1 was qualified to make
a bill, or keep a book, and being therefore ofien called,
at 2 bufy time, to ferve the cpftomers, expecled that
I thould now be happy, in propostion as [ was ufefyl.
But my miftrefs appropriated every day past of the
profit to fome private ule, and, as the grew bolder in
ber theft, at laft dedu&ted fuch fums, that my mafter
began to wonder how be fold fo much, and gained fo
liztle. She pretended to aflift his enquiries, and began,
very gravely, 0 hope that ¢ Betty was hopef}, and
‘ yet thofe tharp girls were apt o be light fingered.”
You will belieye that I did not {tay there much longes.

Tue reft of my ftory I will tell you in apother lcte
ter, and only beg to be informed, in fome paper, for
which of my places, exespt perhaps the laft, I was
difqualified, by my fkill in reading apd writing.

I am, §ir,
Your very humble fervant,

~ Berry Broow.

—
=3

No. 28.  Saturday, Osher 21, 1758.

T has been the eadeavous of all thofe whom the

wosld has reverenced for faperior wildom, to per-
fuade man to be acquainsed with himfelf, 1o learn his
ewn powers and his own wesknefs, to qblerve by
what evils he is moft dangeroufly befet, snd by what
temptations maft eafily overcome. o

Tris counfe) bas begn ofien given with ferioys dig-
pity, and often received with sppearapre of onviction ;

but, as very few cap fearch deep into their owa minds
without
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without meeting what they with to hide from them-~-
felves, fcarce any man perfifts in cultivating. fuch dif-
agrecable. acquaintance, but draws the v,a%a” ain be-
tween his eyes and his beart, Jeaves his pafiions, and
appetites as he found them, and advifes others to look
into themfelves. _ o
Tu1s is the common refult of enquiry, even among :
thofe that endeavour to grow wifer or better; but this
endeavour is far enough from frequency ; the greater-
part- of the multitudes that {warm upon- the earth, -
bave mever been . difturbed : by fuch uneafy curiofity,
but deliver themfelves up-to bufinefs or to pleafure,
unge into the current of life, whether placid or’
turbulent, and pafs on from one point of profpect to -
another, attentive rather to any thing than the ftate of
their minds ;. fatisfied, at an eafy rate, with an cpinion -
that they are ne worfe than others, that every man:
muft mind his own intereft, or that their pleafnres
hurt only themfelves, and are therefore no proper fab-
j&&s of cenfure. _ - o
Some, however; there are; whom the intrufion of
feruples, the recollettion of better notions, or the la-
tent reprehenfion of good examples, will not fuffer to-
live entirely contented. with their own conduct; thefe
are forced to pacify the mutiny of reafon with fair
promifes, and quiet-their thoughts with defigns of
calling all their aftions to-review, dnd planning a new.
{cheme for-the time to -come.. _ o
Trere is nothing which we eftimate fo fallacioufly
as the force of owr own refolutions, nor any fallacy
which we {o unwillingly'and tardily detett: He that
has refolved a thoufand. times, and a thoufand times
deferted his own-purpofe, yet fuffers no abatement of
his confidence, but fhill helieves himfelf his own mafter,
and able, by innate vigour of foul, to-prefs f:o'rward to
bis end, through all the obftruétions that mconveni--
ences or-delights can put:in his way.

Tuaz this. miftake fhould prevail for-a time is-very

natural, When conviion is prefent, and temptation

aut ofifight, we - do not eafily conceive how any rea-
Es fonable
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fonable being can deviate from his true intereft. What
ou‘ght to be done while it yet hangs only in fpeculation,
is fo plain and certain, that there is no place for doubt ;
the whole foul yields itfelf to the predominance of
truth, and readily determines to do what, when th
time of aftion comes, will be at laft omitted. .

I BeL1EvE moft men may review all the lives that
have paffed within their obfervation, without remem-
bring one efficacious refolution, or being able to tell
a fingle inftance of a courfe -of practice fuddenly
¢hanged in confequence of a change of opinion, or an
eftablithment of determination. Many indeed alter
their condu, and are not at fifty what they were at
thirty, but they commonly varied imperceptibly from
themfelves, followed the train of external caufes, and
rather fuffered reformation than made it.

It is pot uncommon to charge the differénee be-
tween promife and performance, between profeflion
and reality, upon deep defign and: ftudied "deceit ; but
the truth is, that there is very little hypocrily in the.
world; we do not fo often endeavour or with to im-
pofe on others as on ourfelves; we refelve to do
right, we hope to keep our refolutions, we declare
them to confirm our own hope, and fix our own in-
conftancy by calling witnefles of our ations ; but at
laft habit prevails, and thofe whom we invited to our:
triumph, laugh at our defeat. o

Custom is commonly too {trong for the meft re-
folute refolver, though furnifhed for the affault with
all the wezpons of philofophy. * He that endeavours
to free himfelf from an ill habit, fays Bacon, muft not
change too much at a time, left he fhould be difcou-
raged by difficulty; nor too little, for then he will
make but flow advances.” This is a precept which
may te applauded in-2 book, but will fail in the trial,
in which every change will be found teo great of too-
little.  Thofe who have been zble to conquef habit,
are like thofe that are fabled to have returned from the
realms of Pluto: S
‘ . 4 aué;
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Pauci, quos zquus amavit
Jupiter, atque ardens evexit ad ®thera virtus.

They are fufficient to give hope but not fecurity, to
animate the conteft but not to promife victory.

Trose who are in the power of evil habits, muft
conquer them as they can, and conquered they muft
be, or neither wifdom nor happinefs can be attained ;
but thofe who are not yet fubject to their influence,
may, by timely caution, preferve their freedom,  they
may effeCtually refolve to efcape the tyrant, whom.
they will very vainly refole to conquer.

R ITTNY T oS o0 22T
No. 29. Saturday, October 28, 1758.

To the IDLER.

“STR,

* ¥ T is very eafy for a man who fits idle at home,
and has no body to pleafe but himfelf, to ridi-
cule or to cenfure’ the common prattices of mankind ;
and thefe who have no prefent temptation to break the
rules of’ propriety, may applaud his judgment, and
join in his merriment ; but'let the anthor or his readers
mingle with common life, they will find themfelves ir-
refiftibly born away by the ftream of cuftom, and muft
fubmit, after they have laughed at others, to'give
others the fame opportunity of laughing at-them._

“ Tuere i3 no ‘paper publithed by the Iprer,
which 1 have read with more approbatign, than that
which cenfures the pragtice of recording vulgar mar-
riages in-the news pipers. I ¢arried it about in my
pocket; and réad -it ‘to all thofe whom I {ufpe@ed of
bavin&p‘ubiiﬁiﬁd their nuptials, or of being inclined to
publith them, and fent tranferipts of it to all the couples
that tranfgrefled your precepts for the next fortnight,

- 1 hoped

13
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I hoped that they were all vexed, gnd pleafed myfelf
with imagiaing their mifery

“ Bur fhort is the tnumph of malignity. 1 was
married laft week t Mifs Mohair the danghter of a.
falefman, and at my firft appearance after the weddiu
night, was a&ed by my wifes ¢'s mother, whether I
fent our marriage to thc Advertifer? T endeavoured.
to fhew how unfit it was to demand the attention of
the publick to our domeftick affairs ; but fhie told me,
with great vehemeqce, “ that fhe would npt have 1 1t~,
“ thought to be a flolen match; that the blood of

“ the Mohalrs thould never be d;f raced; that her
¢ hufband had ferved all the paﬂﬂr offices but one ; 3
¢ that fhe had lived five and thirty years at the fame-
“ houfe, had paid every body twenty ﬂvllmgs in the -
‘¢ pound, and would have me knpw, tho’ fhe was not:
¢ 23 fine and as flaunting as Mrs. Ginghum the depu-
““ ty's wife, the was not athamed to tell her name, and:
« would thew her face with the beft of them, and
“ fince I had married ber.daughter—=" At this inftant -
entered my father in law, a gravc man, from whom-
1 expeéted fuccour ; but upon hearing the cafe he told.

“ that it would be very imprudent to mifs fuch.
“ an Bppormmty of advemﬁng my fhop; and that:
“ when natice way given of my marriage, many of.
“ my wifes fisnds would think the.mfeb(qs obhged tQ.
¢ be my cuﬁq.mﬁ;’* 1 was fubdued by clamouy on.
ong fide, and gravity on the other, and {hall be oba-
hged to tell the town, ‘that three days agoy Tlmoth]r;
Muthroom, an eminent oiman in Sea-coal kg, way:
masried to mifs Polly Mobais of thhbu,gy, a. beautiful ;
oun lady with a Jas fQ,r{qnq

young & ey Iam,_.; Si.f; 8;5:._”

« § 1B,
I AM thg yafortunate wife of the grocer whpﬁz’-
lettez you publithed abo%t fen,. weeks ago, in -
which. he complaigs, ke . forry, fallews, that L lites
in the thop with my peedie-work in my-hand, and that
I oblige higm to take me gut; 0a Skadays,. and keeﬁg:l:

4
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e} to look after the child: Sweet Mr. IpLegr, if you
did but know all, you would gjve no-eneouragement
to fuch an upreafonable: grumbler. I brought him
thfﬁﬁ hﬂndfﬁd poundﬂg.WhiCh‘: fCE himl}p in.-a'-fhop,
and bought in. a.ftock. on. which with good manage~
ment we might Jive comfortably, but now.I haye given-
him a.fhop, 1 am forced to. watch him and .the fhop
teo. 1 wil toll you. Mr. ToLer: how itis, There:
i an alghoufe- over the way with a ninepin-alley, to-
which he-is fure to-run w{QnI turn my back, and:
there lofes his maney, fos be plays at nine.pins as he-
does every thing elfe.  While he is at this favourite-
fpart, he fets & dirty boy to watch his daer, and call:
him to his cuftomers, but hg is long in coming, and fo.
rde when he comes, that our-cultom falls off every:
day.

“ Those who capaat govera -themfelves mult ba-
governed. I hque refolved to keep him for the future-
hehind his counter, and let him bounce. at his- cufto-
megs if hedares. 1 cannot be above ftairs and below -
at the fame time, and have therefore taken a gjrl to.
Jook after the child and drefs.the dinner; and, after.
all, pray who is to blame?

“ On a Sunday, it is- true, I make him. walk a--
broad, and fometimgs garey the child ; I wonder who .
fhould carry it! but I never take him out dll after.
church time, nor would do it then, but thar, if he is.
et alone, he will be-upon the bed. O 4 Supday, if
he ftays at home, he has fix meals, and when he.can.
¢at no longer, has twenty firatagems to efeape from.
me to the alehaufe; but [ commonly kee%‘ the door -
lacked, till Monday produces fomathi:‘g for him to da. .

“ Thig is the trug ftate of the cafe, and thefe are -
the provacatigns for which he has wsitten . his " letteg
to you. I hope you. will write a paper. to fhew, that-
if a wife muft fpend: her -whole tiwe in watching her
butband, the capnot caulenicngly: tead her child, "o fit:
& her negdle. - o S

, Lam, Sir, &c™

“SIR,.
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LI | R, : . . .
“ H ERE isin this town a fpecies of oppref-
fion which the law has not hitherto prevent
ed or redreffed. :
« | am a charman. You know, Sir, we come
when we are called. and are exzpected to earry all
who require our affiftance. It is common for men
of the moft unweildy corpulence to croud themfelves
into a chair, and demand to be carried for a fhilling as
far as an airy young lady whom we fcarcely feel upon
our poles. Surely we ought to be pzid like all other
mortals in proportion to our labour. Engines fhould
be fixed in proper places to weigh chairs as they weigh
waggons ; and thofe whom eafe and plenty have made
unable to carry themfelves, thould give part_of their

fuperfluities to thofe who carry them.
I.am, Sir, &c.”

No. 30. Saturday, November 4, 17:8.

To the 1 D L ER.

. &« S I R‘
« Y HAVE often obferved; that friends are loft.
by difcontinuance of intercourfe without any of-
fence on either part, and bave long known that iris
more dangerous to be forgotten than to b2 blamed ; I
therefore make hafte to fend you the reft of my ftory,
left by the delay of anathet fortnight, the: name of
Betty Broom might be no longer remembered by you
or your readers. B
& Having left the faft plaee inhafte to avoid the
charge or the fufpicion'of thefi, T had ‘not fecired
another fervice, and was forced to take a-lodging in-a
back ftreet. I had now got good cloaths. 'The wo-

suan who lived in the garret oppofite to mine was very
officious,
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oﬂicmus, and offered to take care of my room and
clean it, while- I went round to my acquaintance. to.
enquire for a miftrefs. I knew not why fhe was fo
kind, nor how 1 could recompen{'e her, but in a few
days I mifled fome of my linen, went to another lodga-
ing, and refolved not to have another friend in the:
next garret.

« In fix weeks I became under maid at the houfe

of a Mercer, in Comnhill, whofe fon was his appren~
tice. 'The young gentleman ufed to fit late at the
tavern, without the knowledge of his father, and I
was ordered by my miftrefs to let him ia filently, to.
his bed under the counter, and to be very careful to
take away his candle The hours which I was ob-.
liged to watch, whilft the reft of the family was in
bed, I confidered as fupernumerary, and having no
bufinefs affigned for them, thought myfelf at hberty to-
fpend them my own way: 1kept myfelf awake witha'
book, and for fome time liked my ftate the better for-
this opportunity of reading. At laft, the upper-maid
found my book and fhewed it to my miftrefs, who told
me, that wenches like me might fpend their time bet-

; that the never knew any of the readers that had
good defigns in their heads’; that fhe could always
frind {fomething elfe to do with her time, than to. puzzle
over books; and’ did rot like that fuch a ﬁna lady
fhould fit up for her young matter. A

“ Twis was the firft ume that T found it thought-
criminal or dangerous to know how to read.:. T was:
difim{led decentlv, left T thould ‘tell tales, and had -a
finall gratuity above my wages.

“ 1 tuen lived with a gentlewoman' of a finall
fortune. This was the only happy part of my life;
my-miftrefs; for whom publick diverfions were too ex-.
penfive, fpent- her time with books; and. was ‘pleafed:
to find a niaid who could: partake:her amufements:!. T
rofe early in thewiorning, that I might have time 'in
the aftérnotn to read lor liften; and was fuffered- to
tell my opinion, ot expreﬁs my delight. “Thus fifteen-
wonths ftole away, in which T did not repine that I

was
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was born to-fervitude.  But a burning fever feized my.
miftrefs, of whom I fhall fay no meore, than. that. her.
fervant wept upon ber grave.

« | map lived in a kind of luxury, which madé-
me very vafit for another. place ; and was rather tgo-
delicate for the converfation.of a kitchen;, fp that
when I was hired in the family of an Eaft India direc-
tor, my behaviour was fo different, as they @id, from.
that of a common fervant, that they concluded me a.
gentlewoman in difguife, and turoed me out in three
weeks, on fufpicion of fome. defign which they could:
not comprehend. |

“ 1 vuen fled for refuge o the otherend of the-
town, where 1 hoped to find no obftruQion from my.
new accomplithments; and was hired under the houfe-
keeper in 2 fplendid familp. Here I was too wife. for-
the maids, and too nice for the footmen; yet Imight:
have kived os without much uneafinefs, had oot my:
miftrefs, the houfekeeper; who ufed to employ- me in-
raying neceffaries for the family, found g bill which k
had made of one day’s expences. 1. fuppofeit did.
not quite agree with ber. own beok, for: the fiercely-
declared her refolytion, that there fhould he no pens
and ink in that kitchea but her own.

« Sue bad the juftice, or: the prudence, not to.
injure my reputation ;. and. I. was eafily admitted inte-
another houfe in the neighbourhoed, where my bufi-
nefs was 1o fiveep the.ropms and make the beds. Here:
Y was, for fome time, the favourite. of Mrs. Simper,.
my lady’s. woman, . who-could not bear the vulgar:
girls, and was happy in.the astendance of a.young,
woman of fome- education. Mrs- Simper loved a.
rovel, -tho’ the. could not read hayd words, and thete--
fore when her lady was sbread, we.always laid hold.
on her:books: At laft, my sbilides-became fo .much-
celebrated, that the houfe-flewasd ufed to.employ me.:
in keeping bis accoynts:  Mes. Simper-then fonad out:
that my Qncipels. was grown ta- fuch. a. height rhat:
no body could endure it, and told my. lady; that there.

11447 2
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pever had been 2 room well fwept, fince Betty Broom
came into the houfe, . '

« 1 was then hired by a confumptive lady, who
waated 2 maid shat could read and write. I artended
her four years, and tho’ fhe was never pleafed, yet
when I declared my zefolution to leave her, the busrtt
jnto tears, and told me that I muft bear the peevifhnefs
of a fick-bed, and [ fhould find myfelf remembered in
her will. I complied, and a codicil was added in my
favour ; but in lefs than a week, when I fet her gruel
before her, I laid the fpoon on the left fide, and the
thréw her will into the fire.  In two days the made
another, which fhe burnt in the fame mannper becaufe
fhe could not eat her chicken. A third was made aad
deftroyed, becaufe fhe heard a moufe within the wain-
{cot, and was fore that I thonld fuffer her to be car-
ried away alive, After this I was for fome time ont
of fayour, but as her illnefs grew upon her, refent-
ment and fullennefs gave way to kinder fentiments,
She died and left me five hundred pouads; with this
fortune I am golng to fettle in my native parith, where
I refolve 1o fpend fome hours every day, in teaching
poor girls to read and write.

' I am, Sir,
Your humble fervant,
Bzrry Broom

No. 31.  Saturday, November vy, 1758.

Y e P T Ty - ey " b o 8

HE defires of man encreafe with his acquifi- -
tions; every ftep which he advances brings
fomething within his view, which he did not fee be-
fore, and which, as foon as he fees it, he begins to.
want. Where neceffity ends, curiofity begins, and no.
fooner are we fupplied with every thing that pature-
can demand, than we fit dawn to. contrive artificial.

appetites..
By:
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By this refltleffuefs of mind, every populous and
wealthy city is filled with innumerable employments,
for which the greater -part of mankind is -without a
name ; with. artificers whofe labour. is exerted in pro.
ducing fuch petty conveniences, that many fhops are
furnithed with inftruments, of which the ufe can
hardly be found without enquiry, but which -he that
once knows them, quickly learns to number among
neceflary things. I

Sucw is the diligence, with which, in countries
completely civilized, one part of mankind labours for
another, that wants are fupplied fafter than. they can
be formed, and the idle and luxurious find life {tagnate,
for want of {ome defire to keep it in motion. This
fpecies of dittrefs furnithes a new fet of occupations,
and multitudes are bufied, from day to day, in finding
the rich and the fortunate fomething to do.

It is very common to reproach. thofe:artifts as ule.
lefs, who produce only fuch fuperfluities as neither ac
commodate the body nor improve the. mind ;. and of
which no other effeét can be imagined, than that they
are the occafions of fpending money, and. confuming
time. . - '

Bur this cenfure will be mitigated, when it is fe-
rioufly confidered, that money and time are the heavielt
burthens of life, and that the unhappieft of all mortals
are thofe who have more of either than they know
how to ufe. To fet bimfelf free from thefe incum-
brances, one hurries to New-market ; another travels
over Furope; one pulls down his boufe and calls. ar-
chite@s about himn ; another buys a feat in the coun-
try, and follows his hounds over hedges and-through
rivers; one makes colleCions of thells, and another
fearches the world for tulips and carnations.

He is furely a public benefaCtor- who finds employ-
ment for thofe to whom it'i5 thus difficult to find it
for themfelves. It is true that this is feldom done
merely from generofity or compatlion. aluioft every
man fecks his own advantage in helping others, and

' there-
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therefore it is too commeon for mercenary officioufnefs,
to confider rather what is grateful than what is right.

We all know that it is more profitable to be laved
than efteemed, and mintlters of pleafure will always be
found, who ftudy to make themfelves neceflary, and
to fupplant thofe who are prattifing the fame arts.

OxE of the amufements of idlene(s is reading with-
out the fatigue of clofe attention, and the world there-
fore {warms with writers whofe with is not to be
ftudied but to be read. o

No fpecies of literary. men has lately been fo much
multiplied as the writers of news. Not maay years
ago the nation was content with one Gazette; but
now we have not only in the metropolis, papers for
every morning and every evening, but almolt every
large town has its weekly hiftorian, who regularly cir-
culates his periodical intelligence, and fills- the villages
of his diftriet with conje€ures on the events of war,
and with debates on the true intereft of Europe.

To write news in its perfeCtion requires fucl 2 com-
bination of qualities, that 2 man completely fitted for
the tafk is not always to be found. In Sir Henry
Wotton’s jocular definition, ©an ambaffador is faid to
* be 2 man of virtue fent abroad. to tell lies for the ad-
¢ vantage of his country ; a news-writer is a man with-
¢ out virtue, who writes lies at home for his own pro-
‘ it” 'To thefe compofitians is required ncither-ge=
nius nor knowledge, neither induflry nor fprightlinefs,
but contempt of thame, and indifference to truth are
abolutely neceflary. He who by 2 long familiarity
with infamy has .obtained thefe qualities, may confi-
dently tell to-day what he intends to contradit to-
morrow ; he may affirm fearlefsly what he knows that
he fhall be obliged to recant, and may write lettérs
from Amfterdam or Drefden to himfelf. o

In a time of war the nation is always of one mind,
eager to hear fomething good of themfelves and ill of
the enemy. At this tinie the tatk of news-writers i3
ealy, they have nothing to do but to tell that a battle
s expe@ed, and afterwards that a battle has been

_ fought,
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fought, in which we and our friends, whether con.
quering or conquered, did all, and our enemies did
nothing.

Scaxce any thing awakens attention like 2 tale of
cruelty. The writer of news aever fails in the inter-
miflion of aftion to tell how the enemies murdered
children and ravithed virgins; and- if the fceme of
aftion be fomewhat diftant, fealps half the inhabitants
of a provinee.

Amoxc the calamities of war may be juftly num.
bered the diminution of the love of truth, by the fall-
hoods which intereft di€tates and credulity encourages.
A peace will equally leave the warriour and relator of
wars deftizute of employment ; and I know not whe-
ther more is to be dreaded from ftrects fjled with fol-
diers accuflomed to plunder, or from garrets filled
with Scribblers accuflomed to lie.

No. 32. Saturday, November 18, 1958,

A NY moralifts have remarked, that pride has:

of all human vices the wideft dominion, ap-
pears in the greateft muhiplicity of forms, and kies hid
under the greateft variety of difguifes; of difguifes,
which, like the moon’s veil of brightnefs, are both its
luftre and its fhade, and betray it to others, tho' they
hide it from ourfelves.

IT is not my intention to- degrade pride- from this

re-eminence of mifchief ;. yet %ﬁknow not whether
idlenefs may not maintain- 2. very doubtful and obfii-
nate competition.

Tnexe are fome that profefs idlenefs in-its-full dig-
nity, who call themfelves the idle, as Bufiris in the
play calls himfelf the proud ; who-boaft that they do-
nothing, and thank their Rars that they have nothing
to do; who fleep every night till they can fleep.
no longer, and nfe only that exercife may en}::b!e

them
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«hem to fleep again ; who prolong the reign of dark-
nefs by double curtains, and mever fee the fun but to
rell im how they: bate his beams; whofe whele la~
bous is to vary the poftures af indulgence, and whofe
day differs from their night bat a5 ® couch or chiair
differs from 2 bed. _

Tuese are: the true and open votaries. of idlenefs,
for whom the weaves the garlands of poppies, and
into whofe cup fhe-pours the waters of oblivion ; whe
exitt in = ftate of unruffled fupidity, forgetting and
forgotten ; who have long ceafed ta live, and at whofe
death the furvivers.can only fay, that they have ceafed
to breathe. ' = "

But idlenefs predominates in many lives where it is
not fufpefted ;. for being a vice which terminates in
itfelf, it may be emjoyed without injary to athers, and
is therefore not watched like fraud, which eadangers
property, or like pride which. naturally feeks its. graci-
fications in another’s inferionity. - Idienefs: is. a; filent
and peaceful quality, that neither raifes eavy. by often-
@mton, nar hatred by oppofitions and therefore no:
body. is bufy to cenfure or detdtt it.

As pride fometimesis hid under humility, idlenefs
isoften covered by turbulence and hurry. He that
neglefts: his knowm duty and real employmeat, natu--
rally endeavours to croud his mind with fomething
that may bar out the remembrance of his.own folly,.
and does any thing but what he ouglit. to do with
eager diligence, that he may keep himfelf in: kis own
favour. :

Sose are always in o (ite of preparation, occu-
pied in previous meafures, forming plans, accurau-
lting materials, and: providing: far the main affadr.
Thefe are cerminly under the fecret. power of idlenefs.
Nothing. is to be expefted: fram: the workinan whofe
tols are for ever ta:be:faughs. L was once told by a
great mafter, that no mem: ever excelled in- peinting,
,who was emnently curious abeus pencils and colours,

Tuzre. are ethersta whom idlenefs dittates another
. ¢xpedient, by which life may be paffed unprofitably
away




04 The 1D L ER, No. 32,

away without the tedioufnefs of many vacant hoys,
The art is to fill the day with petty bufinefs, to hay,
always fomething in hand which. my raife curiofity,
but not folicitude, and keep the mind in a flate of
action, but not of labour. ’ _

Tais art has for many years been prattifed by my
old friend Sober, with wonderful fuccefs. Sober isy
man of firong defires and quick imagination, fo exadly
ballanced by the love of eafe, that they can feldop
ftimulate him to any difficult undertaking ; they have,
however, fo much power, that they -will not fuffer
him to lie quite at reft ; and though they do n6t make
him fufficiently ufeful to others, they make him at leaft
weary of himfelf. L .

MR. Soser’s chief pleafure is converfation; ther
is no end of his talk or his attention ; to fpeak or to
hear is equally pleafing ; for he ftill fancies that he j
teaching or learning fomething, and.is free for the
time from his own reproaches. .

Bur there is one time at night when he muft go
ifome, that his friends may fleep ; and another time
in the morning, when all the world agrees to fhut out
interruption. 'Thefe are the moments of which poor
Sober trembles at the thonght. But the mifery of
thefe tirefome intervals, he has many means of allevi-
ating. He has perfuaded himfelf that the' manual arts
afe undefervedly overlooked ; he has obferved in many
trades the effells of clofe thought, and juft ratiocina-
tion From {peculation he proceeded to prattice, and
{fupplied himfelf with the tools of a carpenter, with
which he mended his coal-box very fuccefsfully, and
which he ftill continues to employ, as he finds occafion.

"He has attempted at other times the crafts of the
fhoe-maker, tinman, plamber, and potter ; in all thefe
arts he has failed, and refolves to qualify himfelf for
them by better information. But his daily amufement
is chemiftry. He has a finall furnace, .which he em-
ploys in diitillation, and which has long been the folace

of his life. He draws oils and waters, and effences
and
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and fpirits, which' he knows to be of no ufe; fits and
counts the drops as they come from his retort, and.
forgets that, while a drop is falling, a moment flies ~ .
way. : : _
: P};oa Soser! L have often teaz'd him with reproof;, .
and he has often promifed refermation; for no manis-
fo much open to convition as the IpLEx, but there is
none on whom it operates fo little.. What will be the
effet of this paper I know not ; perhaps he will read
it and laugh, and light the fire.in’ his furnace ; but my
hope is that he will .quit his trifles, and betake himfelf-
to rational and ufeful diligence. -~ - - - -

.

No 23. Saturday, November 2 5, 1} 58.

A MONG the innumerable mortifications that-

-way-lay human arrogance on.every fide, may well!
be reckoned our. ignorance of the moft common objetts
and effells, a defe@ of which we become more fenfi-
ble by every attempt to fupply it. Vaulgar and inative
minds confound familiarity with knowledge; and con-~
ceive themfelvesinformed of the whole nature of things,
when they are thewn their, form or told their ufe ;. but
the fpeculatift, whd is  not content ‘with fuperficial
views, harraffes [himfelf with fruitlefs curiofity, and-
lgif“ as he enquires'more perceives only that he knows.

SLEEP is a ftatein which a great part of every life:
is paffed. No animal has been yet difcovered, whofe
exiltence is not varied with intervals of infenfibility ;
and foine late philofophers have extended the empire of
fleep over the vegetable world. .- .

YeT of this. change fo frequent, fo great, fo gene-.
ral, and fo neceffary, no fearcher has yet found either
the efficient or final caufe ; .or can tell by what power
the wmind and body are thus chained down jn irrei}tﬁib]e

upes

f
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fhupefattion ; or what benefits the animal receives from
thiv altemate fa{penfion of ies a@ive powers.
WaaTEVER may be the multiplicity or contrdriety
of opinions upon this fubjet, nature has taken' foffi..
ciem cate that theory. fhall have little iflaence on
pea@ice. Fhe moft difipent enquirer is' not able Jong
to keep his eyes open; the moft eager difputunt wil
begin about midnight to defert his argument, and dnce
in four and twenty houss, the gay and the gloomy,
the witty and the dull, the clamorous and the filen,
the buly and the idly, 4re all overpowered by the
gentle tyrant, and all lie dows in the equatity of fleep:
~ Puivosoruy has often attempted to reprefs info-
letice by affervng rthar all conditions. are levelled. by
death ; a pofition which, however it may deject the
happy, wil feldom afford much comfort to the
wretched. It is far more pleafing to confider that
fleep is equally a Jeveller with death ; that the time is
never at a.great diftance, when. the:balm of reft fhall
be effufed alike upon every head, when. tlte diverfities
of life fhall ftop.their operation,. and the high and the
low thait bie down together. . - . e
Ex is fomewhere recorded of Aletunder, thatin the
pride of canquefts, and intoxication of flattery, be de-
clmmed that ke only perceived himfelf to-be a man by
the neceffity of fleep. Whether he' confidered fleep
ey neceffary to his.mind or body, it was-indeed-a fuffs:
dent evidence: of human infirmity ;- the body' which:
required fuch frequency of renovation: gave but: faint
promifes of immortality ; and the mind which, from
thme to time, funk gladly into infenfibility, had made
o very near approaches: (o the felicity of the fupreme
and [elf-fuificient nature: - -
Lexow not what can tend more to reprefs- all the
paffions that difturb the pesce of theworld; than the-
confideration that there is nor beight of happinefs- or
honour, from whick: man does not eagerly defcend to a-
ftste of unconfcious repofer; that the belt condition of
lifeix fuch, that we contentedly quit its good:to: be
difentzngled from its evils ; that in a few hours fpéen-
our
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dour fades before the eye, and praife itfelf deadens in
the ear ; the fenfes withdraw from their objets, and
reafon favours the retreat.

WaaT then are the hopes and profpets of cove-
toufnefs, ambition and rapacity ? Let him that defires
moft have all his defires gratified, henever fhall attain
a ftate, which he can, for a day and a night, contem-
plate with fatisfation, or from which, it he had the
power of perpetual vigilance, he would not long for
periodical feparations.

Arv envy would be extinguifhed if it were univer-
fally known that there are none to be envied, and
furely none can be much envied who are.not pleafed
with themfelves. There is reafon to fufpet that the
diftinctions of  mankind have more thew .than value,
when it is found that all agree to be weary alike of
pleafures and of cares, that the powerful and the weak, .
the celebrated and obfcure, join in one common with,
and implore from nature’s hand the nefar of oblivion.

Sucu is our defire of abitraction from ourfelves,
that very few are fatisfied with the quantity of ftupe-
fattion, which the needs of the body force upon the
mind.  Alexander himfelf added intemperance to fleep,
and folaced with the fumes of wine the fovereignty of .
the world. And almoft every man has fome art, by
Iv{rhich he ftéals his thoughts away from his prefent

ate.

IT is not much of hife that is fpent in clofe attention
to any important duty. Many hours of every day are
fuffered to fly away without any traces left upon the
intelleCts. We fuffer phantoms to rife up before us,
and amufe ourfelves with the dance of airy images,
which after a time we difmifs for ever, and know not
bow we have been bufied.

Maxy have no happier moments thah thofe that
they pafs in folitude, abandoned to their own imagie
nation, which fometimes puts fceptres in their hands
or mitres on their heads, fhifts the fcene of pleafure
vith endlefs variety, bids all the forms of beaut

Vov. L F fpar
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fparkle before them, and gluts them with every change

of vifi lonary luxury.
It is ealy in thefe femi-flumbers to colle® ‘all the

poffibilities of happinefs, to alter the courfe of the fiin,

to bring back the paft, and anticipate the future;:to

unite all the beauties of all feafons, and all the bleﬂings .
of all climates, to receive and beftow fehcnty, and

forget that mifery is the lot of man. All thisis a ve._ -
luntary dream, a temporary receffion from the realitiey”
of life to airy fictions ; and habitual fubje@ion of rear--;-
fon to fancy.

OTners are afraid to be alone, and amufe them- -
felves by a perpetual fucceflion of companions, but the
difference is not great, in folitude we have our dreams
to ourfelves, and in company we agree to dream in
concert. 'The end fought in both 1s forgetfulrefs of

ourfelves.

No. 24. %Imda), December 2, 1758,

(T hope the author of the following letter will excufe
the omiffion of fome parts, and allow me to remark,
that the journal of the citizen in the SrecTaToR
has almoft precluded the attempt of any futurc

writer. |

Non ita Romuli
Preferiptum, & intonfi Catonis
Aufpiciis, veterumgue norma. Hos.

Not fuch were Cata's ftern decrees,

Nor Romulus by arts like thefe

In wildom form'd th’ imperial fway,

And bid th’ uawilling world obey.  Frawcis.

SIR, '
Y OU have ofien {olicited correfpondence I

here fend you the JourwaL of 2 fenior fellow,
of
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or genuine IpLER, juft tranfmitted from Camsrince
by a facetious correfpondent, and warranted to have
been tranfcribed from the common-place book of the
joumaliﬂ:. N :

Monpay, Nine o’cLock. Turned off my bed- -
maker for waking me at eight -Weather rainy. Con-
fulted my weather-glafs. No hopes of a ride before
dinner. o
* ‘Ditro, Ten. After breakfalt, tranfcribed halfa
{ermon from Dr. Hickman. N. B. Never to tranfcribe
any more from Calamy ; Mirs. Pilcocks, at my curacy,
having one volume of that author lying in her parlour
window.

Dirro, ELeven. Went down into my cellar.
Meu. My Mountain will be fit to drink in 2 month’s
time. N.B. To remove the five year-old port into
the new bin on the left hand.

Ditro, TweLve. Mended a pen. Looked at
my weather-glafs again. Quickfilver very low. Shaved.
Barber’s hand fhakes.

Ditr0, OnE. Dined alone in my room on a foal.
N.B. The fhrimp-fauce not fo good as Mr. H. of -
Peterhoufe and 1 ufed to eat in London laft winter at
the Mitre in Fleet-ftreet. Sate down to a pint of
Madeira. Mr. H. furprized me over it. We finithed
two bottles of Port together, and were very chearful.
Mem. To dine with Mr. H. at Peterhoufe, next
Wednefday. -One of the dithes a leg of pork and
peafe by my defire. :

Ditro, Six. News-paper in the common-room.

Dirto, Seven. Returned to my room. Madea |
tiff of warm punch, and to bed before nine; did not
fall afleep till ten, a young fellow-commoner being
very noify over my head. ,

Tuespay, Nine. Rofe {queamith. A fine morn-
ing. Weather-glafs very high. _ v

Ditro, Ten. Ordered my horfe, and rode to the
five miles ftone on the New-market road. Appetite. -
gets better. A pack of hounds, in full cry, croffed
the road, and ftartled my horfe.

F 2 Dit7o,
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Ditro, Twerve. Dreft. Found a letter on my
table to be in London the igth inft. Befpoke a new
wig.

Dit1o, One. Atdinnerin the hall. ‘Tab much
water in the foup. Dr. Dry always orders the beef to
be falted too much for me. _

Dirto, Two. Inthe common-room. Dr. Dry gave
us an inftance of a gentleman who kept the gout out
of his ftomach by drinking old Madeira. Converfa-
tion chiefly on the expeditions. Company broke up
atfour. Dr. Dry and myfelf played at back gammon
for a brace of fnipes. Won.

Ditto, Five. At the Coffee-houfe. Met Mr. H.
there. Could not get a fight of the Monitor. .

DitTo, Seven. Returned home, and flirred my
fire. Went to the common-room, and fupped on the
fnipes with Dr. Dry.

Ditrto, Ergur. Began the evening in the com-
mon-room. Dr. Dry told feveral ftories. Were very
merry. QOur new tellow, that ftudies phyfic, very
talkative towards twelve. Pretends he will bring the
voungeft Mifs —— to drink tea with me foon. Im-
pertinent blockhead !

WebpNESDAY, Nive. Alarmed with a pain in my
ancle. Q_The govt? Fear I can't dine at Peterhoufe;
but I hope 2 ride will fet all to rights. Weather-glafs
below Fair.

Dirto, Tex. Mounted my horfe, though the
weather fufpicious. Pain in my ancle entirely gone.
Catched in a fthower coming back. Convinced that
my weather-glafs is the beft in Cambridge.

DitTo, TwerLve. Dreft. Sauntered up to the
Fithmongers-hill. Met Mr. H. and went with him to
Peterhoufe. Cook made us wait thirty fix minutes
beyond the time. ‘The company fome of my Emanuel
friiends. For dinner a pair of foals, a leg of pork and
peafe, ‘among other things.: Mewm. Peafe-pudding
not boiled enough. Cook reprimanded and fconced in
my prefence.

DirTo,
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DitTo, AFTEX DINNER. Pain in my ancle returns,
Dull all the afternoon. Rallied for being no company.
Mr. H’s account of the accommodations on the read
in his Bath journey.

Ditro, Six. Got into fpirits. Never was more
chatty. We fat late ac whift. Mr. H. and felf
agreed at parting to take a gentle ride, and dine at the
old houfe on the London road to-moriow. .

Tuurspay, Nine. My fempftrefs. She has loft
the meafure of my wrift. Forced to be meafured
again. ‘The baggage has got a trick of {miling,

Dirto, Ten to Ereven. Made {fome rappee-
fnuff. Read the magazines. Received a prefent of
pickles from Mifs Pilcocks. Mem. Tefend in return
fome collared eel, which I know beth' the old lady
and mifs are fond of. o ‘

Ditro, ELeven. Glafs very high, Mounted at
the gate with Mr. H. Horfe fkittifh, and wants ex-
ercife.  Arrive at the old houfe. All the provifions
befpake by fome rakifh fellow-commoner in the next
room, who bad been on a fcheme to Newmarket.
Could get nothing but mutton chops,-off:.the worit
end. Port verynew. Agree to try fome other houle
t0-mOrrowW. = . L

Hexe the journal breaks off: For the next morn-
ing, as my friend informs me, our genial.academic
was waked with a fevere fit of the gout; and, at pre-
fent, enjoys all the dignity of that difeafe. But.l be-
Jieve we have loft nothing by this interruption.: Since,
2 continuation of the remainder of the journal, thro”
the remainder of the week, would molt probably, have
exhibited nothing more, than a repeated relation of
the fame circumitances of idling and luxury.

I nore it will not be concluded, from this fpeci-
men of academic life, that-1 have attempted to decry
our univerfities. If literature is not the effential re-
quifite of the modern academic, | am yet perfuaded;
that Cambridge and -Ozxford,. however degenerated,
furpafs the fafhionable academies of our metropolis,
and the cymnasia of foreign countries. The sum-

F 3 ber
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ber of learned perfons in thefe celebrated feats, is fhil
confiderable, and more conveniences and opportunities
for fludy flill fubfift in them, than in any other place.
There is at leaft one very powerful incentive to learn-
ing ; I mean the ceni1us of the place. ’Tis a fort of
infpiring deity which every youth of quick fenfibility
and ingenious difpofition creates to himfelf, by refle&-
ing, that he is placed under thofe venerable walk,
where 2 Hooxer and 2 Hammoxnp, 2 Bacon and
a NewTox, onee purfued the fame courfe of fcience,
and from whence they foared to the moft elevated
heights, of literary fame. 'This is that incitement,
which, Tully, according to his own teftimony, expe-
rienced at Athens, when he contemplated the pot-
ticos where Socrates fate, and the laurel-groves where
Plato difputed. But there are other arcumitances,
and of the higheft importance, which render our col-
lq;:s fuperior to all other places of education. Their
inftitutions, although fomewhat fallen from their pri-
.maval fimplicity, are fuch as influence, in a particular
.manner, the moral condu@ of their youth; and ia
this general depravity of manners and laxity of prin-
ciples, pure religion is no where more ftrongly incul-
cated. ‘The academies, as they are prefumptuoufly
-ftiled, are two low to be mentioned ; and foreign fe-
minaries are likely to prejudice the unwary mind with
calvinifim. But Englith univerfities render their frudents
virtuous, at leaft by excluding all opportunities of
vice; and by teaching them the principles of the
church of England, confirm them ia thofe of true

chriftianity.

No. 35. Saturday, December 9, 1758.

O illuftrate one thing by its refemblance to ano-
ther has been always the moft popular and efh-

cacious art of inftrution. There is indeed no other
method
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_method of teaching that of which any one is ignorant
‘but by means of fomething already known; and a
mind fo enlarged by contemplation and enquiry, that
it has always many obje€ts within its view, will fel-
dom be long without fome near and familiar image,
thro’ which any eafy tranfition may be made to truths
more diftant and obfcure.

Or the parallels which have been drawn by wit
and curiofity, fome are literal amd real, as between
poetry and painting, two arts which purfue the fame
end, by the operation of the fame mental faculties,
and which differ only as the .one reprefents things by
matks permanent and natural, the other by figns acci-
dental and arbitrary. The one therefore is more eafily
and generally underftood, fince fimilitude of form 1s
mmediately. Pcrceived, the other is capable of con-
veying more ideas, for men have thought and {poken
of many things which they do not fee.

Orner parallels are fortuitous and fanciful, yet
thefe have fometimes been extended to many particu-
lars of refemblance by a lucky concurrence of diligence
and chance. ‘The animal body is compofed of many
members, united. under the direftion of onmpin,d, ;
any number of individuals conneéted for fome common
purpofe, is therefore called a body. From this parti-
cipation of the fame appellation arofe the corparifon of
the body natural, and body politick, of which, how
far foever it has been deduced, no end has hitherto
been found. . ' |

In thefe imaginary fimilitudes, the fame word is
ufed at oncein its primitivé and metaphorical fenfe.
Thus health, afcribed to the body natural, is oppofed
to ficknefs ; but attributed to the body politick {tands
as contrary to adverfity. Thefe parallels therefore
have more of genius but lefs of truth ; they often
pleafe, but they never convince.

. Or this kind is. 2 curious fpeculation frequently in-
dulged by a philofopher of my acquaintance, who had
difcovered that the qualities requifite to converfation
are yery exaltly reprefented by a bowl of puach.

4 Puxca,
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Poxcn, fays this profound inveftigator, is 2 liquor
compounded of fpirit and acid juices, fugar and wa-
ter. 'The fpirit volatile and fiery, is the proper em-
blem of vivacity and wit, the acidity of the lemon will
very aptly figure pungency of raillery. and acrimony
of cenfure ; fugar is the natural reprefentative of ‘Juf-
cions adulation and gentle complaifance ; and water
is the proper hieroglyphick of eafy prattle, innnocent
and taftelefs. ‘

SeiriT alone is too powerful for ufe. It will pro-
duce madnefs rather than merriment ; and inftead of
quenching thirft will inflame the blood. Thus wit too
copioufly poured out agjtates the hearer with emotiors
rather violent than pleafing ; every one fhrinks from
the force of its oppreffion, the company fits intranced
and overpowered ; all are aftonithed, but nobody i
pleafed. ‘ o

Tae acid juices give this genial liquor aH its powet
of ftiniulating the palate. Converfation would become
dull and vapid, if negligence were ‘not fometimes
roufed, and fluggithnefs quickened, by ‘dueTeverity of
reprehenfion. But acids unmixt will diftort: the face
and torture the palate ; and he'that has no other qua-
lities than penetration and afperity, he whole conftant
employment is dete@ion and cenfure, .who looks only
to find faults, and fpeaks only to punith them, will
foon be dreaded, hated, and avoided.” . -

Tre tafte of fugar is generally pleafing, but it
cannot long be eaten by itfelf. Thus meeknefs and
courtefy will always recommend the firft addrefs; but
foon pall and paufeate, unlefs they are affociated with
more fpritely qualities. The chief ufe of fugar is to
temper the tafte of other fubftances, and foftnefs of
behaviour in the fame manner mitigates the roughnefs
of contradiction, and allays the bitternels of unwel-
come truth. :

WaTeR is the univerfal vehicle by which are con-
veyed the particles neceffary to fuftenance and growth,
by which thirft is quenched, and all the wants of life

and nature are fupplied. 'Thus all the bufinefs of the
‘ world
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world is tranfalted by artlefs and eafy talk, neither
fublimed by fancy, nor dilcoloured by affe&tation, with-
out either the harfhnefs of fatire, or the lufcioufnefs of
flattery. By this limpid vein of language curiofity is
gratified, and all the knowledge is conveyed which one
man is required to. impart.for the fafety’ or:conve-
nience of another. Water is the only ingredient of
punch which can.be ufed alone, dnd with which man
is content till fancy has framed an artificial want. Thus:
while we only defire to- have our ignorance informed,.
we are moft delighted with the plaineft diftion-; and it
is only in the moments of idlenefs or pride, that we
call for the gratifications of wit or flattery.” =~

He only will pleafe long, who, by temptring the:
acid of fatire with the fugar of civility, and allaying the-
heat of wit with the frigidity of humble chat, can:
make the true punch of converfation; and as that
punch can be drank in the greateft quantity which has-
the largeft proportion of water, fo that companion.
will be ofteneft welcome, whofe talk flows’out withs
inoffenfive copioufnefs, and unenvied infipidity. .

L am, &

No. 36. Saturday, December 16, 1758.

To.the I D'L E R..

Mr. IpLER, .
IF it be difficult to perfuade the idle ts be bufy, it
is likewife, as experience has taught me, not eafy
to coavince the bufy that it is better to be idle. When-
you fhall defpair of ftimulating fluggithnefs to motion,.
1 bope you will turn your. thoughts towards the méans-
of fhlling the buftle of pérnicious allivity. ~
I am the unfortunate hufband of a buyer: of bar-
gains, My wife has fomewhere heard, that a ‘good:

houfewife never bas any thing to purchafe when it is
Eg wanted.
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wanted. ‘This maxim is often in her mouth, and al-
“waays in her bead. She is not one of thofe philofophi~
cal talkers that fpeculate without prattice, and learn
fentences of wifdom only to.repeat them ; fhe is always

ing additions to her ftores; fie never lboks into.
a broker's thop, but fhe fpies fomething that may be.
wanted fome time; and it ikx‘mpoﬂ’ibf'c .to. make hier
pafs the door of a houfe where fhe hears goods felling:
by auction, '

Wuartever fhe thinks cheap, fhe Eolds it the
duty of an.cconomift to buy ; in confequence of this:
maxim, we are incumbered an every fide with ufelels
lamber. The fervants can fearcely creep to their beds
thro’ the chefts and boxes that furround them. The.
carpenter is employed once a week in building cloféts,
fixing cupboards, and faftening flielves, and my houfe
has the’ appearance of a. fhip ftored for a voyage to
the colonjes.

I nap oftenobferved that advertifements fet her
on fire, and therefore, pretending o emulate her-
kaydable frugality, T forbad the news-paper to be taken,
anj longer ; but my precaution is vain ; 1 know not
by what fatality, or by what confederacy, every cata-

e of genuine furniture comes to her hand, every-
advertifement of a_ warehoufe newly opened is. in her
pocket-book, and fhe knows before any of her-neigh-.
bours, when the ftock of any. man Jeaving off. trade is:
to be fold cheap for ready money.

Suca intelligence, is to my dear one the Siren’s fong.
No engagement, no duty, no iatereft can withold. her
from a fale, from which fhe always. returns congratu-
lating berfelf upon her dexterity at a bargain ; the por-.
ter kays down his burden ia the half, fhe difplays her:
mew acquifitions, and fpends the reft’ of the day-
in contriving where they fhall be put.

As fhie cannor bear to have any,thing uncomplete,.
ane purchafe neceffitates anotlier; fhe has twenty
feather-beds more than flie can.ufé, and'a Jate fale has
fupplied her with 2 proportionable number of Whitney
blankets, a large roll of linen for flieets,. and five quif[ts;

' QF
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for every bed, which fhe bought, becaufe the feller told
her, thatif fhe would clear his hands he would let her
bave abargain.

Truus by hourly encreachments my habitation 1s
made narrower and narrower ; the dining-room is fo
crouded with tables that dinner {carcely can be ferved ;
the parlour is- decorated. with: fo-many piles of china,
that I dare not ftep within the door ; at every turn of
the ftairs [ have a clock, and half the windows of the
upper floors ase darkened that fhelves may be fet be-
fore them. -

Tris, however, miglrt be borne, if the would graw
tify her ownsinclinations without oppofing mine. But [
who amn idle am luxurious,and.fhe condemns me to live'
upon falt provifion. She knows the lofs of buying in:
fmall quantities, we have therefore whole hogs and
quarters of oxem  Part of our meat is tainted before
it is eaten, and part is thrown away becaufe it is fpoiled;.
but fhe perfifts in her {yftem, and will never. buy any
thing by fingle pennyworths .

THE common vice of thofe who are ftill grafping
at more, is to neglet that which they already poffefs ;
but from this failing my charmer.is free. It is the great
care of her life, that the pieces of beef fhould. be boiled
in the order. in  which they are bought ;, that the fe-
cond bag of peafe fhall not be opened. till the firft are
eaten ; that every feather-bed fhall be: lain on in its
turn ;. that the carpets fhould be taken out of the chefts
once a month-and bruthed, and the rolls of linen open-
ed now and then. befose the fire. She is daily en-
quiring after the beft traps for mice; and keeps the
rooms always fcented by fumigations to deftroy the
moths. She employs workmen, from time to time, to
adjuft fix clocks that never go, and clean five jacks
that ruft insthe garret ;. and a-woman inthe next alley
lives by fcouring the brafs and pewter, which are only
laid up to tarnifh again: :

SHE is always imagining. fome diftant time in which
fhe fhall ufe whatever. the accumulates; the has four
Jooking-glafles which-fhe cannot hang up in her boufe, .

but.
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but which will be handfome in more lofty rooms; and
pays rent for the place of a vaft copper in fome ware-
houfe, becaufe when we live in the country we fhalt
brew our own beer. _ .

Og this life ] have long been weary,  but know not
how to change it ; all the married men whom 1 confult
advife me to have patience; but fome old bachelors
are of opinion, that fince the loves fales fo- well, fhe
fhould have a fale of her own, and I have, I think,
refolved to open her hoards, and advertife an audtion.

I am, Sir, .
Your very humble fervant,

PETER PLENTY.

1N, K ‘_,-l " by T N O Q bl By T Lo ). 4

No. 37. Saturdav, December 23, 1-58.

T HE great differences that difturb the peace of.
mankind, are net about ends but means. We.
have all the fame general defires, but how thofe defires.
fhall be accomplithed will for ever be difputed. The
ultimate purpofe of government is temporal, and that
of religion- is eternal. happwefs. EHitherto we agree;
but here we muft part, to try, according to the endlefs
warieties of paffion and underftanding combined with
ene another, every poflible form of government, and

. -

every imaginable tenet of religion..

We are told by Cumberland, that reftitude, ap-
plied to attion or contemplation, is.merely metaphori-
cal ; and thar as a right line defcribes the thorteft paf-
fage from point to point; fo a right action. effeés a
good defign by the fewelt means ; and fo likewife a:
night opinton is that which conne&s diftant truths, by.
she ‘fhorteft train of intermediate propofitions. .

To find the neareft way from truth to truth; o
from purpofe to effe&, not to ufe more inftruments
where fewer will be fufficient, not to move by wheels
aud levers what will give way to the naked hand, h’s

the
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the great proof of 2 healthful and vigorous mind, nei-
ther feeble with helplefs ignorance, nor overburdened
with unweildy knowledge.

But there are men who feem to think nothing fp.
much the charalleriftick of a genius, as to do com-
mon things in an uncommon manner ;: like Hudibras to.
tell the elock by algebra, or like the lady in Dr. Young’s
fatires, to.drink tea by ftratagem. ‘T'o quit the beaten.
track only becaufe it is known, and take a new path,.
however crooked or rough, becaufe-the ftrait was
found out before.

Every man fpeaks and writes with intent to be
underftood, and 1t can feldom happen but he that
underftands bhimfelf might convey his notions to-ano~
ther, if, content to- be underftood, he did not feek to
be admired; but when once he begins. to contrive
how his fentiments may be received, not with moft
eale to his reader, but with moft advantage to- him-.
felf, he then transfers bis confideration fromm words to
{ounds, from. fentences to peiiads; and as he grows.
more elegant becomes lefs.intelligible:

It is difficult to.enumerate every fpecies of authors.
whofe labours counteratt themfelves. The man of
exuberance and copioufnefs, who diffufes every thought:
thro’ fo many diverfities of expreflion, that it is loft:
like water in a mift  The ponderous difator of fen~
tences, whofe notions are delivered in.the lump, ‘and.
are, like uncoined bullion,. of more weight than: ufe:
The liberal illuftrator, who- thews by examples and:
comparifons what was clearly feen when:it was firft:
propofed.; and the ftately fon of demonftration, who.
proves with mathematical formality what no.man has.
yet pretended to doubt.

Trere is 2 mode of (yle for which. I know not
that the mafters of- oratory have yet found a. name,
a ftyle by which thé moft: evident truths are. fo obv
frured that they can no- longer be perceived, and the:
moft familiar propofitions fo. difguifed, that they cire
not be known. -Every- other kind of eloquence is the
drefs of fenfe, but this is the. malk, by which a :&ue

malter.
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mafter of his art will fo-effeually conceal it, that &
mar will as eafily miftzke his own pofitions if he
meets them thus transformed, as he may pafs in 2
mafquerade his neareft 2cquaintance.

THis ftyle may be called the terrifick, for its chief
mtention is to terrify and amaze it may be termed
she repulfive; for its natural effet is to drive away the
reader ; or it may be diftinguithed, in plain Englith,
by the denomination of the bugbear ftyle, for it has
more terror than danger, and will appear lefs formid-
able, as it is more nearly approached. _

A moTHuEr tells her infant, that two- and two:
make four, the child remembers the propofition, and
15 able to count four te all the purpofes of life, dll
the courfe of his education brings him among phile-
fophers, who. fright him frem his former knowledge,
by telling him that four is a certain aggregate of unites ;
that ali numbers being only the repetition. of an unite,
which, though not a number itfelf, is the parent, root,
or original of all number, four ts the denomination af-
figned to a certain number of fuch repetitions. The
only danger is, left, when he firlt hears thefe dreadful:
founds, the pupil.thould run.away ; if he has but the
courage to ftay till the conclufion, he will find that,.
when fpeculation has done its worft, two and. two flill
make four.

Anx illeftrious example of this fpecies of eloquence,.
may be found in.letters concerning mind.  The author
begins by declaring, that the forts of things are things
that now are, have been, and fhall be, and the things
that ftritly are. In this pofition, except the laft
claufe, in.which.he ufes fomething of the fcholaftick
language, there is nothing-but what every man has.
heard and imagines himfelf to.know. But who would
not believe that fome wonderful novelty is prefented to-
his intelle®, when he is-afterwards told, in.the true
bugbear ftyle, that the ares, in the former feale, are
things that lie between the mave-sEENs and. suALL-
aes. ¢ The mave-BEeNs are things that are patt ; the
‘ SHALL-BES are. things that are to come; and the

* things
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¢ things that ARE, in. the latter fenfe, are things that
« have not been, nor fhall be, nor ftand in the midft of
¢ {uch 2s are -before them or fhall be after them. The
« things that. have been, and fliall be, have refpect to.
¢ prelent, paft, and future, Thofe likewife that now
¢« are have moreover place ; that, for inftance, which.
¢ is here,, that which i3 to. the eaft, that which is to.
¢ the welt.’

ArL this, my dear reader, is very ftrange; but
though it be ftrange, it is not new ; furvey thefe won-
derful fentences again, and: they will be found to con-
tain nothing more than very plain truths, which till this.
author arofe had always been delivered in plain lan-

guags
PG ORI PRI TR IATR
No. 38.  Saturlay, December 30, 1758.

HOSE who are k'lled in. the extraftion- and
preparatian: of metals, declare, that iron is
every where to be found ; and that not only its proper
ore is copioufly treafured in. the caverns of the earth,
but that its particles are difperfed. throughout all other
Bodies. .

Ir the extent of the human. view aould comprehend
the whole frame of the univerfe, I believe & would
be found invariabiy true, that providenee has_given
that in. greateft plenty, which the condition- of life
makes of greateft ufe ;. and that nothing is penurioufly
imparted ar placed far. from the reach of man, of
which a more liberal diftribution, or mose eafy ac-
quifition would. increafe. real and rational-felicity.

Irow is common, and gold is rare, Iron contributes
fo much to fupply the wants of nature, that its ufe
conflitutes much of the difference between favage and
polithed life, between.the: ftate. of him that flumbers
in European palaces, and him that flielters himfelf in
tie cavities of a. rock. from. the chilnefs of the night,

QL
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or the violence of the florn. Gold can never be
hardened into faws or axes; it can neither furnith ig-
ftruments of manufatture, utenfils of agriculture, nor
weapons of defence ; its only quality is to fhine, and
the value of its luftre arifes from its {carcity.

TurouvcuovT the whole circle, both of natural
and moral life, neceflaries are as iron, and.fuperfiuities
as gold  What we really need we may readily obtain;
fo readily, that far the greater part of mankind has, in
the wantonnefs of abundance, confounded natural with
artficial defires, and invented neceflities for the fake
of employment, becaufe the mind is impatient of in-
alion, and life is fuftained with fo little labour, that
the tedioufnefs of idle time cannot otherwife be fup-

orted.

P THus plenty is the original caufe of many of our
needs, and even the poverty which is fo trequent and
diftrefsful in-civilized nations, proceeds often from that
change of manners which opulence has produced.
Nature makes us poor only when we want neceffaries,
but cuftom gives the name of poverty.to the want of

fuperfluities.

Waewn Socrates paffed through fhops of toys and
ernaments, he cried out, * How many thingsare here
which I do not need I’ -And the fame exclamation may
every man make who furveys the common accommo-
dations of life. :

SurerrrLuITY and difficulty begin together. " To
drefs food for the ftomach is ealy, the artis to irritate
the palate when the ftomach is fofficed. A rude hand.
may build walls, form roofs, and lay floors, and pro-
vide all that warmth and fecurity require ;. we only call
the nicer artificers to. carve the cornice, or to paint
the cielings. Such- drefs as may enable the body to-
endure the different feafons,. the moft unenlightened
nations have been able to procure, but the work of
fcience begins in the ambition of diftinition, in vari-
ations of fathion, and emulation of elegance. Corn.
grows with eafy culture, the gardener’s experiments

are
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are only employed to exalt the flavours of fruitsand
brighten the colours of flowers.

Even of knowledge, thofe parts are moft eafy,
which are’ generally neceffary. The intercourfe ot
fociety is maintained without the elegancies of language.
Figures, criticifins, and refinements are the work of
thofe whom idlenefs makes weary of themfelves: - The
commerce of the world iscarried on by eafy methods
of computation.  Subtilty and ftudy are required only
when queftions are invented merely to puzzle, and
calculations are extended to thew the fkill of the cal-
culator. The light of the fun is-equally beneficial to
him,, whofe eyes tell bimn that it moves, and to him
whofe realon perfuades him thatit ftands ftill. And
plants grow with the fame luzuriance, whether we
fuppofe earth or water the parent of vegetation. .

Ir we raife our thoughts to nobler enquiries, we
fhall ftill find facility concurring with- ufefulnefs. No
man needs ftay to be virtuous, till the moralifts have
determined the effence of virtne; our duty is:made
apparent by its proximate confequences, tho’the gene-
ral and ultimate reafon fhould never be difcovered.
Religion may regulate the life of him to whom the
Scotits and Thomifts are alike unknown, . and :the
afferters of fate and free will, however different in
their talk, agree to a& in the fame manner.

It is not my intention to depreciate the politer arts
or abftrufer ftudies: That curiofity which always fuc-
ceeds eafe and pleaty, was undoubtedly given us asa
proof of capacity which our prefent ftate is not-able
to fill, as a preparative for fome better mode of ex-
itence, which fhall furnith employment for the whole
foul, and where pleafure fhall be adequate to our
powers of fruition. In the mean time let us grate-
fully acknowledge that goodnefs which grants us eafe
at a cheap rate, which changes the feafons, where
the nature of heat and cold has not been yet examin-
ed, and gives the viciffitudes of day and night to
thofe who never marked the tropicks, or numbered

the conftellations.
No. 39.
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CRUTEET AL NENTION,
No. 39. Saturday, January 6, 1759.

INCE the publication of the letter, concerning
s J the condition of thofe who are confined in gaolsby
their creditors, an enquiry is faid to have been made,
by which it appears that more than * twenty thoufand
are at this ume prifoners for debt.

We often Jook with indifference on the fucceflive
parts of that, which, if the whole were feen togethie,
‘would fhake us with emotion. A debtor is dragged 1o
-prifen, pitied for a moment, and then forgotten ; ano-
ther follows him, and is loft alike m the caverns of ob-

“livion ; but when the whole mafs of calamity rifes up
-at once, when twenty thoufand reafonable beings are
-heard all groaning in unneceffary mifery, not by the
.infirmity of nature, but the miftake or negligenceof
policy, who can forbear to pity and lament, to wop-
derand abher. - | S

THrere is here no need of declamatory vahemence;

ws live in an age of commerce and computation ; let
us therefore coolly enquire, . what is the fum of e
which the imprifonment of debtors brings upon our
couatry.
- It feems to be the opinion of the later computifts,
that the inhabitants of England do not exceed fix mil-
lions, of which twenty thoufand is the three- hundreth
part. What fhall we fay of the humanity or the wif-
dom of a nation, that voluntaiily facrifices ene in every
three hundred to lingering deftruction

Tre misfostunes of an individual do not extend
their influence to many ; yet, if we canfider the effetts
of confanguinity and friendthip, aad the general rect

- procation of wants aad benefits, which make one man

® Thisnumber was at that time confidently publifted, but the
suthoc hus Gace. found reafon to quettion the calculation,
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dear or necefary to another, it may reafonably be fup-
pofed, that every man languithing in prifon gives trou-
ble of fome kind to two others who love or need him.
By this multiplication of mifery we fce diftrefs extended
to the hundredth part of the whole fociety.

I¥ we eftimate at a thilling a day what is loft by the
inaétion and confumed in the fupport of each man thus
chained cown to involuntary idlenefs, the publick lofs
will rife in one year to three hundred thoufand pounds;
in ten years to more than a fixth part of our circula-
ting coin.

I am afraid that thofe who are beft acquainted with
the ftate of our prifons, will confefs that my conjec-
ture is too near the truth, when I fuppofe that the
corrofion of refentment, the heavinels of forrow, the
corruption of confined air, the want of exercife, and
fometimes of food, the contagion of difeafes from which
there is no retreat, and the feverity of tyrants againft
whom there can be no-refittance, and all the complica-
ted horrors of a prifon, put an end every year to the
life of one in four of thofe that are fhut up from the
common comforts of human life. -

Trus perith yearly five thoufand men, over-borne
with forrow, confumed by famine, or putrified by filth.;
many of them in ‘the moft vigorous and ufeful part of
life; for the thoughtlefs and imprudent are commonly
young, and the active and bufy are feldom old.

Accornine to the rule génerally received, which
fuppofes that one in thirty dies yearly, the race of man
may be faid to be renewed at the end of thirty years.
Who would have believed till now, that of every Eng-
lith generation an hundred and fifty thoufand perith ia
our gaols! ‘That in every century, a nation eminent
for cience, ftudious of commerce, ambitious of em-
pire, thould willingly lofe, in noifome dungeons, five
hundred thoufand of its inhabitants: A number grea-
ter than has ever been deftroyed in the fame,time by
the peftilence and {word! :

A very late occurrence may fhew us the value of
the number which we thys condemn to be ufelefs ;;d;ng
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the re-eftablithment of the trained bands, twenty thoy.
fand are confidered as a force fufhicient againtt all exi
gencies: While, therefore, we detain twenty thoy.
fand in prifon, we fhut up in darknefs and ufelefTnefs
two thirds of an army which ourfelves judge equaly
the defence of our country.

Tre monaltick inftitutions have been often blamed,
as tending to retard the increale of mankind. Ang
perhaps retirement ought rarely to be permitted, ex.
cept to thofe whofe emnployment is confiltent with ab.
ftrattion, and who, tho’ lolitary, will not be idle; to
thofe whom infirmity makes ufelefs to the common-
wezlth, or to thofe who have paid their due propot-
tion to fociety, and who, having lived for others, may
be honourably difmiffed to live for themfelves. But
whatever be the evil or the folly of thefe retreas,
thofe have no right to cenfure them whofe prifons con.
tain greater numbers than the monafteries of other
countries. It is, furely, lefs foolith and lefs criminal
to permit inaftion than compel it; to comply with
doubtfu! opinions of happinefs, than condemn to cer-
tain and apparent mifery ; to indulge the extravagan-
cies of erroneous piety, than to multiply and enforce
temptations to wickednefs. -

THe mifery of gaols is not half their evil ; theyare
filled with every corruption which poverty and wick-
ednefs can generate between them ; with all the thame-
lefs and profiigate enormities that can be produced by
the impudence of ignominy, therage of want, and the
malignity of defpair. In a prifon the awe of the pub-
lick eye is loft, and the power of the law is fpent;
there are few fears, there are no bluthes. The lewd
inflame the lewd, the audacious harden the audacious.
Every one fortifies himfelf as he can againft his own
fenfibility, endeavours to praltife on others the arts
which are practifed on himfelf; and gains the kindnefs
of his affoctates by fimilitude of manners.

Tuus fome fink amidit their mifery, and others
furvive only to propagate villainy. It may be hoped

that our lawgivers will at length take away fromﬂu.s
. 113
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this power of ftarving and depraving one another:
But, if there be any reafon why this inveterate evil
fhould not be removed in our age, which true policy
has enlightened beyond any former time, let thofe,
whofe writings form the opinions and the practices of
their contempararies, endeavour to transfer the reproach
of fuch imprifonment from the debtor to the creditor,
il univerfal infamy fhall purfue the wretch, whofe
wantonnefs of power, or revenge of difappointment,
condemns another to torture and to ruin; till he fhall
be hunted through the world as an enemy to man, and
find in riches no thelter from contempt.

SureLy, he whofe debtor has perithed in prifon,
though he may acquit hitfelf of deliberate murder,
muft at Jeaft have his mind clouded with diicontent,
when he confiders how much another has fuffered from
him; when he thinks on the wife bewailing her huf.
band, or the children begging the bread which their
father would have earned. If there are any made fo
obdurate by avarice or cruelty, as to revolve thefe
confequences without dread or pity, I muft leave them
to be awakened by fome other power, for I write only
to human beings.

FDRIETARUTREINTURNIT T T
No. g40.  Saturday Fanuary 13, 1729.

% the 1D L ER

SIR,

AS none look more diligently about them than
L X thofe who have nothing to do, or who do no-
thing, I fuppofe it has not efcaped your obfervation,
that the bracelet, an ornament of great antiquity, -bas
been for fome years revived among the Englith ladies.

Tue
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Twue genius of our nation is faid, I know not for
what reafon. to appear rather in improvement than in-
vention. The bracelet was known in the earlieft ages;
but it was formerly only a hoop of gold, or a clufter of
jewels, and fhewed nothing but the wealth or vanity
of the wearer, till our ladies, by carrying pitures on
their wrilts, made their ornaments works of fancy and
exercifes of judgment. '

Tais addition of art to luxury is one of the innu-
merable proofs that might be given of the late increafe
of female erudition; and I have often congratulated
myfelf that my life has happened at a time when thofe,
on whom fo much of human felicity depends, have
learned to think as well as fpeak, and when refpe®
takes pofleflion of the ear, while love is entering at
the eye.

I {;vz obferved, that, even by the fuffrages of
their own fex, thofe ladies are accounted wifeft, who
do not yet difdain to be taught ; and therefore I fhall
offer a2 few hints for the completion of the bracelet,
without any dread of the fate of Orpheus.

To the ladies who wear the pitures of their huf-
bands or children, or any other near relations, I can
offer nothing more decent or more proper. It is rea-
fonable to believe that fhe intends at leaft to perform
her duty, who carries a perpetual excitement to recol-
le@ion and caution, whofe own ornaments muft up-
braid her with every failure, and who, by any open
violation of her engagements, muft for ever forfeit her
bracelet. .

Yet 1 know not whether it is the intereft of the
hufband to follicit very earneftly a place on the brace-
let. If hisimage be not in the heart, it is of fmall avail
to hang it on the hand. A hufband encircled with
diamonds and rubies may gain fome efteem, but will
never excite love. He that thinks himfelf molft fecure
of his wife, fhould be fearful of perfecuting her conti-
nually with his prefence. The joy of life is variety;
the tendereft love requires to be rekindled by intc;-

vals
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vals of abfence, and fidelity herfelf will be wearied
with transferring her eye only from the fame man to
the fame picture.

Ix many countries the condition of every woman
is known by her drefs. Marriage is rewarded with
fome honourable diftin&tior which celibacy is forbid-
den to ufurp. Seme fuch information a bracelet might
afford.  The ladies might enroll themfelves in difintt
ciaffes, and carry in open view the emblems of their
order. ‘The bracelet of the authorefs may exhibit the
mufes in a grove of laurel ; the houfewife may fhew
Penelope with her web; the votrels of a fingle life
may carry Urfula with her troop of virgins ; the game-
fter may have fortune with her wheel ; and thofe wo-
men that have no chara&er at all may difplay a field
of white enamel, as imploring help to fill up the va-
cuity. -
r'lzmrm is a fet of ladies who have out-lived moft
animal pleafures, and having nothing rational to put
in their place, folace with cards the lofs of what time
has taken-away, and the want of what wifdom, hav-
ing never_been courted, ‘has never given. For thefe
i know not how to provide a-proper decoration. They
cannot be numbered among the gametters; for though
they are always at play, they play for nothing,
and never rife to the dignity of hazard or the reputa-
tion of fkill. 'They neither love nor are loved, and
cannot be fuppofed to contemplate any human image
with delight. Yet though they defpair to pleafe,
they always with to be fine, and therefore cannot be
withouta bracelet. To this fifterhood I can recom-
mend nothing more likely to pleafe them than the
king of clubs, 2 perfonage very comely and majeftick,
who will never meet their eyes without reviving the
thought of fome paft or future party, and who may
be dilplayed in the act of dealing with grace and pro-
priety.

But the bracelet which might be moft eafily intro-
duced into general ufe, is 2 Il convex mirror, in
which the lady may fee herfelf whenever the fhall kft

her
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her hand. This will be a perperual {ource of delight,
Other ornaments are of ufe only in public, but this
will furnith gratifications to folitude. This will fhew
a face that muft always pleafe ; the who is followed by
admirers, will carry about her a perpetual juftification
of the public voice ; and fhe who paffes witheut. no-
tice may appeal from prejudice to her own eyes.. -

But I know not why the privilege of the bracelet
fhould be confined to women ; it was in former ages
worn by heroes in batde ; and as modern foldie‘ra are
always diftinguifhed by fplendour of drefs, I fhould re-
joice to fee the bracelet added to the cockade. .

Ix hope of this ornamental innovation, I have fpent
fome thoughts upon mulitary bracelets. There is fo

on more heroic than ove, and therefore U fhould
be glad to fee the fons of England marching in the
field, every man with the piture of 2 woman of ho-
nour bound upon his hand. But fince in the army, a3
every where elfe, there will always be men who love
nobody but themfelves, or whom no woman of ho-
nour will permit to love her, thereis a neceffity of
fome other diftinctions and devices.

I nave read of a prince who having loft a town,
ordered the name of it to be every morning thouted in
his ear il it fhould be recovered. For the fame pur-
pofe I think the profpe& of Minorca might be proper-
ly worn on the hands of fome of our generals: Others
might delight their countrymen, and dignify them{elves,
with a view of Rochefort, as it appeared to them at
fea: And thofe that fhall return from the conqueft of
America, may exhibit the warehoufe of Frontenac,
with an infcription denoting, that it was taken in lefs
than three years by lefs than twenty thoufand men.

I am, Sir, &c.

TOM TOY.

No. 41.
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No. 41. Saturdzy, January 20, 1759,

~ HE pratice of appendiog to the narratives of
T ublic tranfactions, more minute and domeftic
intelligence, and filling the news-papers' with adver-
tifemgrits, has grown up by flow degrees to its prefent
ftate..

Gextus is thewn only be invention. The man
who firft took advantage of the general curiofity that
was excited by a fiege or battle, to betray the readers
of news into the knowledge of the thop where the beft
puffs and powder were to be fold, was undoubtedly
aman of great fagacity, and profound fkill in the na-
ture of man. But when he had once thewn the way,
it was eafy to follow him ; and every man now knows
2 ready method of informing the publick of all that
he defires to buy or fell, whether his wares be mate-
rial or intelleCtual; whether he makes cloaths, or
teaches the mathematics ; whether he be a tutor that
wants a pupil, or a pupil that wants a tutor.

WhATEVER is common is defpifed. Advertife-
ments are now fo numerous that they are very negli-
gently perufed, and it is therefore become neceflary
to gain attention by magnificence of promifes, and by
eloquence fometimes fublime and fometimes pathetic.

Promise, large promife, is the foul of an ad-
vertifement. I remember a wafh-ball that had a
quality truly wonderful, it gave an exquifite edge to
the razor. And there are now to be fold for ready
money only, fome Duvets for bed-coverings, of down,
beyond comparifon fuperior to what is called Otter
down, and indeed fuch, that its many excellencies
cannot be here fet forth.  With one excellence we are
made acquainted, it is warmer than four or five blank-
‘ ets, and lighter than one.’

Tuere are fome, however, that know the preju-
dice of mankind in favour of modeft fincerity. The

Vor. L G vender
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vender of the Beautifying Fluid fefls a lotion that re.
pels pimples, wathes away freckles, fmooths the fkin,
and plumps the fleth; and yet, with a generous ab-
horrence of oftentation, confeffes, that it will not re.
ftore the bloom of fifteen to a lady of ffty.

Tue true pathos of advertifements muft have funk
deep into the heart of every man that remembers the
zeal fhewn by the feller of the Anodyne Necklace, for
the eafe and fafety of poor toothing infants, and the
affection with which he warned every mother, that
fbe would never forgive herfelf if her infant fhould
perith without a necklace.

I caxnoT but remark to the celebrated author
who gave, in his notifications of the Camel and Dro-
medary, fo many fpecimens of the genuine {ublime,
that there it now arrived another fubjet yet more
worthy of his pen. ¢ A famous Mohawk Indian war-
< rior, who took Diefkaw the Frenck zeneral prifo-
¢ ner, drefled in the fame manner with the native In-
¢ dians when they go to war, with his face and body
< painted, with his fcalping knife, tom-ax, and al
¢ other implements of war: A fight worthy the curio-
< fity of every true Briton!” Thisisa very powerful
defcription ; but a critic of great refinement would
fay that it conveys rather horsor than terror.  An In-
dian, drefled as he goes to war, may bring company
together ; but if he carries the fcalping knite and tom-
ax, there are many true Britons that will never be per-
fuaded to fee him but through a grate.

It has been remarked by the feverer judges, that
the falutary forrow of tragick fcenes is too foon effaced
by the merriment of the Epilogue ; the fame incon-
venience arifes from the improper dilpofition of adver-
tiftments The nobleft objects may be fo affociated
as 1o be made ridiculous. The Camel and Drome-
dary themfelves might have loft much of their dignity
between © the true Aower of Muftard and the original
¢ Daffy's Elixir;” and I could not but feel fome in-
dignation when [ found this illuftrious Indian warrior
immediately fucceeded by ¢ a fiefh parcel of Dublin
¢ butter.’

Tue
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Tue trade of advertifing is now fo near to perfec-
tion, that it is not eafy to propofe any improvement.
Bur as every art ought to be exercifed in due fubor-
dination to the publick good, | cannot but propofe it
as a moral queftion to thefe mafters of the publick
ear, whether they do not fometimes play too wan-
tonly with our paffions, as when the regifter of lottery
rickets invites us to his fhop by an account of the prize
which he fold laft year ; and whetiier the advertifing
controvertifts do not indulge afperity of language with-
out any adequate provocation ; as in the difpute about
Straps for Razors, now happily fubfided, and in the
altercation which at prefent fubfifts concerning Eau de
Luce. :

Ix an advertifement it is allowed to every man to
peak well of himfelf, but I know not why he fhould
affume the privilege of cenfuring his neighbour. He
may proclaim his own virtue or fkill, but ought not
to exclude others from the fame pretenfions.

Every man that advertifes his own excellence,
thould write with fomne confcioufnefs of a charaéter
which dares to call the attentton of the publick. He
fhould remember that his name is to ftand in the fame
paper with thofe of the king of Pruffia, and the em-
peror of Germany, and endeavour to make himfelf
worthy of fuch affociation.

Some regard is likewife to be paid to pofterity.
There are men of diligence and curiofity who treafure
up the papers of the day merely becaufe others neglect
themn, and in time they will be fcarce. When thefe
collections thall be read in another century, how will
numberlefs contradiCions be reconciled, and how thall
fame be poffibly diftributed among the tailors and bed-
dice-makers of the prefent age.

SureLy thefe things deferve confideration. Ttis
enough for me to have hinted my defire that thefe
abules may be reCtified ; but fuch is the flate of na-
ture, that what all have the right of doing, many
will arrempt without fufficient care or due qualifica-
tiuns,

G: No. 42
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O TTRI T & T %)
No. 42. Saturdy, Fanuary 27, 195~

HE following letter relates to an affliction per-
haps not neceflary to be imparted to the pub-
lick, but I could not perfuade myfelf to fupprefs it,
becaufe I think I know the fentiments to be fincere,
and I feel no difpofition to provide for this day agy

other entertainment.

At tu quifquis eris, miferi qui cruda poete
Crediderés fletu funern digna tuo,

Hec pofirema tibi fit flendi caufa, fluatque
Lenis inoffenfo witaque morfyue gradu.

Whoe'er bewails the wretched poets doom,
And theds a tear of pity on his tomb ;
May he no more of forrow tafte, or weep ;

Calm be his life, his death a pleafiag flecp.
Mr. IDLER,

OTWITHSTANDING the warnings of philofo-
phers, and the daily examples of lofles and mif-
fortunes which life forces upon our obfervation, fuch
is the abforption of our thoughts in the bufinefs of the
prefent day, fuch the refignation of our reafon to.emp-
ty hopes of future felicity, or fuch our unwillingnefs
to forefee what we dread, that every calamity comes
fuddenly upon us, and not only prefles us as a bur-

then, but crufhes as a blow. )
THere areevils which happen qut of the common
courfe of nature, againft which it is no reproach not
to be provided. A flath of lightning intercepts the
waveller in his way. The coacufion of an earth-
‘quake heaps the ruins of cities upon their inhabitants.
But other miferies time brings, though filently yetf L;-
1bly
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fibly forward by its even lapfe, which yet approach us
unieen becaufc we turn our eyes away, and feize us
unrefifted, becaufe we could not arm ourfelves againtt
them, but by fetting them before us.

Tuat it is vain to fhrink from what cannot be
avoided, and to hide that from ourfelves which muft
fome time be -found, is a truth which we all know,
but which all negleét ; and perhaps none more than
the {peculative reafoner, whofe thoughts are always
from home, whofe eye wanders over lite, whofe fan-
cy dances after meteors of happinefls kindled by itfelf,
and who examines every thing rather than his own
ftate.

NoTuineG is more evident than that the decays of
age muft termiate in death ; yet thereis no man, fays
Tully, who does not believe that he may yet live
another year; and there is none who does not, upon
the fame principle, hope another yearfor his parent
or his friend ; but the fallacy will be in time detected ;
the latt year, the laft day muft come. It has come
and is paft. ‘The life which made my own life plea-
fant is at an end, and the gates of death are fhut upon
my profpets, : '

Tue lofs of a friend upon whom the heart was
fived, to whom every with and endeavour tended, is
a ftate of dreary defolation in which the mind looks
abroad impatient of itfelf, and finds nothing but emp-
tinefs and horror, The blameleG life, the artlefs ten-
dernefs, the pious (implicity, the modeft refignation,
the patient ficknefs, and the quiet death, are remem-
bered only to add value to the lofs, to aggravate re-
gret for what cannot be amended, to deepen forrow
fer what cannot be recalled

Turse are the calamities by which providence
gradually difengages us from the love of life. Other
evils fortitude may repel, or hope may mitigate ; but
itreparable privation leaves nothing to exercife refolu-
tion or flatter expeation. . The dead cannot return,
anfifnothing is left us here but languithment and
grief.

G 3 Yzt
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Yer fuch is the courfe of nature, that whoever
lives long muft outlive thofe whom he loves and he-
pours. Such is the condition of our prefent exiftence,
that life muft cne time lofe its aflociations, and every
inhzbitant of the earth muft walk downward to the
grave alone and unregarded, without any partner of
his joy eor grief, without any interefted witnefs of bis
misfortunes or fuccefs.

MissorTUxE, indeed, he may yet feel, for where
is the bottom of the milery of man? But what js
fuccefs to him that bas none to enjoy it. Happinefs
is not found in felf-contemplation ; it is perceived only
when it is refleCed from another.

We know little of the flate of departed fouls, be-
caufe fuch knowledge is not neceflary to a good life.
Reafon deferts us at the Lrink of the grave, and can
give no further intelligence. Revelation is not whol-
ly filent. ¢ Thete is joy in the angels of Heaven over
* one finner that repenteth ;° and [urely this joy is not
incommunicable to fouls difentangled from the body,
and made like angels. ‘

Let hope therefore dictate, what revelation does
not confute, that the union of fouls may ftill remain;
ard that we who are ftruggling with fin, forrow, and
infrmities, may bave our part in the attention and
kindnefs of thole who have finifhed their courfe and
are now receiving their reward.

Tuese are the great occafions which force the
mind to take refuge in religion: When we have no
help in ourfelves, what can remain but that we look
up toa higher and a greater power ; and to what hope
may we not raife our eyes and hearts, when we conlt
der that the greateft power is the bett.

SureLy there is ro man who, thus affliCted, does
not feek fuccour in the goipel, which has brought
Jife and immortality to light. The precepts of Epicu-
rus, who teaches us to endure what the laws of the
univerfe make neceffary, may filence but not content
ps. The dittates of Zeno, who commands us to look
avith indifference on external things, may difpofe us w©

) . conceal
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conceal our forrow, but cannot affuage it. Real al-
eviation of the lofs of friends, and rational tranquiliity
in the profpeét of our own diffolution, can be received
only from the promifes of him in whofe hands are life
and death, and from the affurance of another and bet-
ter ftate, in which all tears will be wiped from the
eyes, and the whele foul fhall be filled with joy. Phi-
fofophy may infufe ftubbornnefz, but religion only can
give patience.
Fam, &c.

No. 43. Saturday, Fcbruary 3, 1750.

T HE fubject of the following letter is not wholly

unmentioned by the RamBLER. The SpecTa-
1or has alfo a letter containing a cafe not much dif-
ferent. I hope my correfpondent’s performance is
more an-effort of genius, than effufon of the paflions ;
and that fhe hath rather attempted to paint fome pof-
fible diftrefs, than really feels the evils which fhe has
defcribed.

To the TDLER

Sery

HERE isa caufe of miferv, which, tho’ cer-

tainly known both to you and your predece(-
fors, has been little taken notice of in your papers; |
mean the fnares that the bad behaviour of parents ex-
tends over the paths of life which their children are
to tread after them ; and as | make no.doubt but the
IoLer holds the thield for virtue, as well as the glafs
for folly, -and that he will employ his leifure hours as
much to his own fatisfaction in warning  his readers
againft a danger, as in Jaughing them out of a fafhion :
For this reafon I am tempted to afk admittance for

G4 my
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my ftory in your paper, tho’ it has nothing to recom-
mend it but truth, and the honelt with of Wartiing
others to thun the track which I am afraid may lead me
at Jaft to ruin. ‘ -

T 2m the child of a father, who having always -
lived in one fpotin the country where he was bom,
z2nd having had no genteel education himfelf, thought
no qualifications in the world defirable but as they led
up to fortune, and no learning neceflary to happinefs,
but fuch as might moflt effeCtually teach me to make
the beft miarket of myfelf: I was unfortunately born
a beauty, to a full fenfe of which my father tock care
to flatter me ; and having, when very young, put me
to a {ckool in the couatry, afterwards tranfplanted me
1o another in town, at the inftigation of his friends,
where his ill-judged fondnefs let iwe remain no longer
than to learn jul% enough experience to convince me
of the fordidnefs of his views, to give mie an idea of
perfections which my prefent fitvation will never fuf-
fer me to reach, and to teach me lifficient morals to
dare to defpife what is bad, tho’ it bein a father..

Tuus equipped (as he thought completely) for
life, T was carried .back into the country, and lived
with him and my mother in a finall village, within a
few miles of the county town ; where I mixed, at firft
with refuctance, among company which, tho’ I never
defpifed, I could not approve, as they were brought
up with other inclinations, and narrower views than
my cwn. My father took great pains to fhew me
every where, both at his own houfe, and at fuch pub-
lick diverfions as the country afforded : He frequent-
ly told the people all he had was for his daughter;
took care to repeat the civilities I had received from
all his fiiends 1n London; to!d how much 1 was ad-
mired, and all his little ambition could fuggelt to fet
me in a fironger light. | '

Taus have I continued tricked out for fale, as 1
may cali it, and doomed, by parental authority,. to 2
ftate little better than that of profticution: I lock on

mylelf es growing cheaper every hour, and am Ioﬁnﬁ
a
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all that honeft Pride, that modelt confidence in which
the visgin dignity confifts. Nor does my misfortune
{top bere: "Tha’ many would be too generous to jm-
ute the follies of a father to a child whofe heart has
{et her above them; yvet I am afraid the moft charita-
ble of them will hardly think it poflible for me to be
a daily fpectatrefs of his vices without tacitly allowing
them, and at laft confenting to them, as the eye of the
frighted infant is, by degrees, reconciled to the dark-
nefs, of which at firlt it was afraid. It is 2 comymon
opinion, he himfelf muft very well know, that vices,
like difeafes, are often hereditary ; and that the pro-
erty of the one is to infect the manners, as the other
poifons the {prings of life. ‘ |
Yer this, tho' bad, is not the worft; my father
deceives him'elf in the hopes of the very child he has
brought into the world ; he fuffers his houfe to be
the feat of drunkennefs, riot, and irreligion ; who fe-
duces, almoft in my fight, the menial fervant, con-
verfes with the proftitute, and corrupts the wife!
Thus I, who from my eatlieft dawn of reafon was
taught to think that at my approach every eye l&l)a;k;
led with pleafure, or was dejeied as confcious of fu:
perior charms, am excluded from fociety, thro” fear
left T thould partake, if not of my father’s crimes, at
leaft of his reproach. Is a parent, who is fo little fol-
licitous for the welfare of a child, better than a pirate
who turns a wretch a-drift in a boat at fea without a
ftar to fteer by, or an anchor to hold it faft? Am I
not to lay all my miferies at thofe doors which ought
to have open’d only.for my prote€tion? And if doomed
to add at laft one more to the number of thofe wretch-
es whom neither the world nor its law befriends,
may I not juftly fay that I have been awed by a pas
rent into ruin? But tho’ a parent’s power is fcreened
from infult and violation by the very words of heaven,
yet furely no laws, divine or husian, forbid me to re-
move myfelf from the malignant fhade of a plant that

poifons 2ll around it, blafts the bloom of youth,
G g checks
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checks its improvements, and makes all its flowrets
fade: But to whom can the wretched, can the de-
pendant fly? For me to fly a father’s houfe is to be
a beggar: I have only one comforter amidft my anxie-
ties, a pious relation, who bids me appeal to heaven.
for a witnefs to my juft intentions, fly as a deferted
wretch to its prete€tion; and being afked who my
father is, point, like the ancient philofopher, with my
hnger to the heavens.

Tutr hope in which I write this, is, that yeu will
give it a place in your paper; and as your effays
fometimes find their way into the country, that my
father may read my flory there; and, if not for his
own fake, yet for mine, fpare to perpetuate that worft
of calamities to me, the tofs of chara&er, from which
all bis diflimulation has not been able to refcue him-
felf. Tell the world, Sir, that it is poflible for virtue
to keep its throne unfliaken witheut any other guard
thon itfelf; that it is poflible to mzintain. that purity
of thought fo neceffary to the ecompletion of human
exceilence even in the mnidft of temprations; when
they bave no filend within, nor are affifted by. the
voluntary indulgence of vicious thoughts.

Ir the infertion of a flory like this does not break
iz on the plan of your paper, yon have it in your
power to be a better friend. than her father, to

PERDITA.

No. 44. Satarday, February 10, 19£9.

T HE natural advantages which arife from the
pofition of the earth which we inhabit with
refpe& to the other planets, afford much employment
to mathematica] {peculation, by which it has been dif~
covered, that no other conformation of the f{yftem
could have given fuch commedious diftributions ;:E

light
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light and heat, or imparted fertility and pleafure to for
great a part of a revolving {phere.

It may be perhaps obierved by the moralift, with
equal reafon, that our globe feems particularly fitted
for the refidence of a being, placed here only for a.
fhort time; whofe talk-is to advance himfelf to a higher
and happier ftate of exiftence, by unremitted. vigilance
of caution; and allivity of virtue. '

Tue duties required of man, are {uch as human
nature does not willingly perform, and fuch as thofe
are-inclined to delay who'yet intend fometime to fulfil
them.” It.was therefore neceffary that this univerfal
reluctance fhould be counteralted, and the drowfinels
of hefitation wakened into.refolve ; that the danger of
procraftination-thould be always in'view, and the fal-
lacies of fecurity be hourly detected. )

To this:end all the appearances of nature uniformly
confpire. Whatever we {ee on every fide, reminds us
of the lapfe of time and the flux of life. The day.
and night fucceed each other, the rotation of feafons
diverfifies the year, the fun rifes, attains the meridian,.
declines and fets ;. and the moon-every night changes
is forin.

‘Tue day has been confidered as an image of the
year, and the year as the reprefentation of life. 'The
morning anfwers to the fpring, and the {pring to child-
Lood and youth ; the noon correfponds. to the fume
mer, and the fummer. to. the ftrength. of manhood..
"The evening is an. emblém of autumn; anmd. autumn:
of declining life.  T'he night with its filence and.dark—
nefs fhews the winter; in which all the powers of ve--
getation are. benumbed ; and the winter points out the-
time when life thall ceafe, with its hopes and pleafures.

He that is carried forward;, however {wittly, by a
motion equable and eafy, perceives not the change of
place but by the variation of obje€ts. If the wheel:
of life, which rolls thus filently along, pafled on
through undiftinguithable uniformity, we fhould never-
mark its approaches to the end of the courfe. If one
hour. were like another ; if the paffage of the fun did

net:
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hot thew that the day is walting; if the change of
feafons did not imprels upon us the flight of the
year, quantities of duration equal to days and years
vould glide unobferved. 1If the parts of timé were
not varioufly coloured, we fhould never, difcern their
departure or furcefion, but thould live thoughtlefs of
the paft, and careles of the future; without will,
and perhaps without power to comptte the periods of
Fife, or to compare ‘the time which is already loft
with that which may probably remain.

BuT the couife of time is fo vifikly matked, that
it is even obferved by the birds of paffuge, and by
nztions who have raifed their minds very lirtle above
animal infHic@: there are Luman beings, whofe lan-
guage does not fapply them with words by which they
czan nwnber five, but 1 have rgad of none that have
not names fer cay 2nd night, for fummer and winter.

Yz it is cetrain that thele admonitions of nature,
however forcible, however iinportunate, are 150.often
vain ; and that many who mark with fuch accuracy
the courfe of tinie, appear to have litde fenfibilley of
the decfine of life. Every mun has fomething to do
which he negleéts ; every man has faults to'coniquer
which he delays to combat.

So litrle do we accuftom ourfelvesto confider the
efels of ¢ime, that thirgs neceffary and certain often
furprize us like unexpe€ted contingencies. We leave
the beauty in her bloom, and, after 'an abfeace of
tiventy years, vionder, at our return, to find her fad-
ed. We meet thofe whom we left children, and can
fearcely perfuade ourfelves to treat them as'men. The
traveller vifits in age thofe countries thro’ which he
tambled ia his youth, and hopes for merrimeést at the
o'd place. The man of bufinefs, wearied with un-
fav'sfalory profperity, retires to the town of his nati-
vity, and expe€ls to play away the laft years with the
companions of his childhood, and recover youth in
the fields where he once was young.

Frowm this inattention, fo general and fo mifchie-

vous, let it be every man’s ftudy to exempt him(;c;lf.
‘ et
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Let him that defires to fee others happy, make hafte to
give while his gift can be enjoyed, and remember that
every moment of delay takes away fomething from the
value of his benefattion. And let him who purpofes
his Oxvn-'-happirief‘s,- refleét, that w‘hile he forms his
purpofe the day rolls on, and ¢ the night cometh when
no man can work.’

No. 45. S:?,furday,-Febmary 17, 1750.

EMORY is, among the faculties of the hu-
man niind, that of which we  make the moft
frequent ufe, or rather that of which the agency is
inceffant or’ perpetual  Memory is the primary and
fundamental power, without which there counld be no
other intellettual operation. © Judgment and Ratiotina-
tion fuppofe ‘foinething al-eady known, and draw their
decifions only” from experience. Imagination felefts
ideas from the treafures ‘of remembrance, -and pro-
duces novelty only by varied combinations. We do
not even form conjeCtures of diftant, or anticipations
of future events, but by concluding what is poffible
from what is paft. . -
THe two offices of memory are collection and di-
ftribution ; by one images are ac¢umulated, and by the
other produced for ufe:" * Colletion is always the em-
ployment of our firt years, and diftribution commenly
that of our advanced age.

To colledt and repofite the various forms of things,
is far the moft-pleafing part of mental occupation. We
are naturally :déli’g‘h’ted with ' novelty, and there is a
time when all that we f¥e Is new.” When firft we'enter
info the world, whitherfoever we turn our eyes, they
meet knowledge ‘with pleifure at her fide; every di-
verfity of nature pours-ideas in upon the foul; neither
fearch nor labour are neceffary; we have nothing
more to do than to open our eyes, and curiofity is
gratified, Muci
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Much of pleafure which the frft furvey of the
world affords, is exhauited before we are confcious of
our own felicity, or able to- compare our. condition.
with fome other poffible ftate. We have therefore
few traces of the joy of our earfieft dilcoveries ; yer
we all remember a time when nature bad fo. many un-.
tafted gratifications, that every excurfion.gave delight.
which can now be found no longer, when the noiie
of = torrent, the ruftle of a wood, the fong of birds,.
or the p'ay of lambs, had power to- fill the attention,.
and fufpend all perception.of the courfe of time.

But thefe eafy pleafures are foon. at an end; we
Have feen in a very little time fo much, that we calf
out for new objects of obfervation, and endeavour to-
find variety in. books and life  But ftudy is laborious,
and not always fatisfatory ;. and converfation. has its
pains as well as pleafures ; we are willing to learn, but.
not willing to be taught ; we are pained by. ignorance,
but pained yet more by another's knowledge. - -

Froum the vexation of pupillage men commonly fet
themfelves free about the middle of life,. by frutting
up the avenues.of intelligence, and refolving, to reit
in their prefent ftate ; and they, whofe ardour of en-
quiry continues longer, find themfelves infenfibly for-
faken by their inftructors.  As every man advan es in
life, the proportion between thofe that are younger,.
and that aze older.than himfelf, is continually changing ;
and he that haslived half a. cearury, finds few that do-
not require from. him that information. which. he. once:
expetted from thofe that went before him. |

Tuex it is that the magazines of memory are:
opened, and the ftores of accumulated knowledge
are difplayed by vanity or benevelence, or in.honeft-
commerce of mutual intereft. Every man wants
others, and is therefore glad when-he is wanted by
them. And as few. men will-endure the labour of in-
tenfe meditation without neceflity, he that has learned.
enough for his profit or his honour, feldom endeavours

after further acquifitions.
Tue.



Tue pleafure of recolleCting fpeculative notions
would not be much lefs than that of gaining them, if
they could be kept pure and unmingled with the
paﬂzages of life; but fuch is the neceffary concatena-
tion of oux thoughts, that good and evil are linked to~
gether, and no- pleafure- recurs but affociated with
pain. Every revived idea reminds us of 2 time, when
fomething was enjoyed that is now loft, when fome
hope was yet not blafted, when fome purpofe had yet
not languiflied into fluggithnefs or indifference.

WHETHER it be-thart life has ore vexations than
comforts, or, what is in the event juft the fame; that
evil makes deeper impreflion: than good, it is certain
that few can review the time paft without heavinefs of
heart. He remembers many calamities incurred by
folly, many opportunities loft by negligence. The
fhades of the dead rife up before him, and he laments
the companions of his youth, the partners of his
amufements, the afliftants of his labours, whom the
hand of death has fnatched away.

Waen an offer was made to Themiftocles of
teaching him the art of memory, he anfwered, that
he would rather with for the art of forgetfulnefs. He
felt his imagination haunted by phantoms of mifery
which he was unable to.fupprefs, and would gladly
have calmed his thoughts with fome oblivious antidote..
In this we all refemble one another ; the hero and the
fage are, like vulgar mortals, overburthened by the
weight of life, all thrink from recolleCtion, and all witk
for an. ast of forgetfulnefs,

SPPEIT I EH BT DT TIIATS
No. 46. Saturday, February 24, 1750.

HERE is in many minds a kind of vanity
exerted to the difadvantage of themfelves; a
defire to be praifed for fuperior acutenefs, difcovered:
only in the degradation of their fpecies, or cenfure of
their country, Dera-
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Derauatioxis fufficiently copious. The geaeral
lampooner of mankind may find long exercife for his
zeal or wit m the defefts of nature, the vexations of
life, the follies of opinion, and the corruptions of prac-
tice. But fi€tion is ezfier than difcerninent ; and moft
of thefe writers fpare themfelves the labour of enquiry,
and exhzuft their virulence upon imaginary crimes,
which, as they never exifted, can never be amended.

THAT the painters find no encouragement among
the Engufh for any other works than portratts, has
been imputed to national felfithnefs. ’Tis vain, fays
the fatyrift, to fet before any Englithman the fcenes of
landfcape, or the heroes of hiftory ; nature and anti-
quity are nothing in his eye; he has no value but for
bimfelf, nor defires any copy but of his own form.

WyoeveR is delighted with his own piture muft
derive his pleafure from the pleafure of another.
Every man is always prefent to himfelf, and has, there-
fore, little need of his own refemblance ; nor can de-
fire it, but for the fake of thofe whom he loves, and
by whom he hopes to be remembred. This ufe of
the art is a natural and reafonable confequence of affecs
tion, and though, like other human actions, it is often
compiicated with pride, yet even fuch pride is more
laudable, than that by which palaces are covered with
pitures, that, however excellent, neither imply the
OWRET § virtue nor exciie it.

Gexius is chiefly exerted in hiftorical pitures,
and the art of the painter of portraits is often loft in
the obfcurity of his fubje. But it is in painting as in
life ; what is greateft is not always beft. 1 fhould
grieve to fee Reynolds transfer to heroes and to god-
defles, to empty fplendor and to airy fittion, that art
which is now employed in diffufing friendthip, in re-
viving tendernefs, in quickening the affeclions of the
abfent, and continuing the prefence of the dead.

Yer in anetion great and opulent there is room,
and ought to be patronage, for an art like that of paint-
ing through all its divertities ; and it is to be wifhed,
that the teward now offered for an hiftorical piCture,

may
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may excite an honeft emulation, and give beginning to
an Englith {chool.

It 1s not very eafy to find an aftion or event that
can be efficacioufly reprefented by a painter.

He muft have an action not fucceflive but inftanta-
neous ; for the time of a picture is a fingle moment.
For this reafon, the death of Hercules cannot well be
painted, tho' at the firlt view, it flatters the imagina-
tion with very glittering ideas. The gloomy moun-
tain, over-hanging the fea and covered with trees, fome
bending to the wind, and fome torn from their roots
by the raging hero ; the violence with which he rends
from his thoulders the invenomed garment ; the pro-
priety with which his mufcular nakednefs may be dif-
played ; the death of Lycas whirled from the promon-
tory ; the gigantic prefence of PhiloQetes ; the blaze
of the fatal pile, which the deities behold with grief
and terror from the fky.

ALy thefe images fill the mind, but will not com-
pofe a picture, becaufe they cannot be united in a fin-
gle moment. Hercules muft have rent his flefh at
one time, and toft Lycas into the air at another ; he
n}mﬁ ficlt tear up the trees, and then lye down upon
the pile.

Tue a®tion muflt be circumftantial and diftin&.
There is a paffage in the lliad, which cannot be read
without ftrong emotions. A Trojan prince feized by.
Achilles in the battle, falls at his feet, and in moving
terms {upplicates for life. ¢ How cana wretch like
‘ thee, fays the haughty Greek, ¢ entreat to live,
‘ when thou knoweft that the time muft come when
“ Achilles is to die  This cannot be painted, becaufe
no peculiarity of attitude or difpofition can fo fupply
the place of language as to imprefs the fentiment.

THe event painted muft be fuch as excites pailion,
and different paffionsin the feveral aGtors, or a tumult
of contending paffions in the chief. |
- Permaes thedifcovery of Ulyffes by his nurfe is of
this kind. ‘The furprize of the nurfe mingled with

joy 5 that of Ulyfes checked by prudence, and cloud-
ed
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ed by folicitude ; and the diftinétnefs of the ation, by
which the {car is found, all concur to complete the
fubjet. But the picture having only two figures will
want variety.

A mucs nobler affemblage may be furnithed by the
death of Epaminondas. The mixture of gladnefs
and grief in the face of the meffenger who brings his
dying general an account of the vi€tory, the various
paflions of the attendants, the fublimity of compofure
in the hero, while the dart is by his own command
drawn from his fide, and the faint gleam of fatisfattion
that diffufes itfelf over the languor of death, are
worthy of that pencil which yet I do not wifh to fee
employed upon them.

Ir the defign were not too multifarious and' exten-
five, I thould wifh that our painters would attempt the
diffolution of the parliament by Cremwel. The point
of time may be chofen, when Cromwel, looking round
the pandzmonium with contempt, ordered the bauble
to be taken away; and Harrifon laid hands on the
fpeaker to drag him from the chair.

‘FHE various appearances, which rage, and terror,
and aftonithment, and guilt, might exhibit, in the faces
of that hareful affembly, of whom the principal per-
fons may be faithfully drawn from portraits, or prints;
the irrefolute repugnance of fome, the hypocritical
fubmiilions of others, the ferocious infelence of Crom-
wel, the rugged brutality of Harrifon, and the general
trepidation of fear and wickednefs, would, it fome
proper difpofition could be contrived, make a picture
ef unexampled variety, and irrefiftitle inftru@ion.

No. 7. Saturday, Murch 3, 1750.

Mr Ipireg,
A M encouraged, by the notice you have takt_;n of
BerTy Broom, to.reprefent the miferies which I

{usffer
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fuffer from a fpecies of tyranny which, 1 believe, is
aot very uncommeon, tho’ perhaps it may have efcaped
the obfervation of thofe who converfe little with fine
ladies, or fee them only in their publick charatters. -

To this method of venting my vexation | am the
more inclined, becaufe if I do not complain to you I
muft burft in filence, for my miftrefs has teazed me
and teazed me till I can hold no longer, and yet I muft
not tell her of her tiicks. The girls that live in com-
suon fervices can quarrel, and give warning, and find
other places ; but we that live with great ladies, if we
oace offend them, have nothing left but to return inta
the country.

I am waiting-maid to a lady who keeps the beft
company, and is feen-at every place of fafhionable re-
fort. 1amenvied by all the maids in the fquare, for
few countefles leave off fo many cloaths as my miftrefs,
and no-body thares with me: fo that I {upply two fa-
milies in the country with finery for the affizes and
horfe-races, befides what I wear myfelf. 'The fteward
and houfe-keeper have joined againft me to procure
my removal, that they may advance a relation of their
own, but their defigns are found out by my lady, who
fays 1 need not fear them, for the will never have
dowdies about her.

Yovu would think, Mr. IpLer, like others, that I
am very happy, and may well be contented with my
lot. Butl will tell yon. My lady has an odd humour.
She never orders any thing in dire® words, for fhe
loves a fharp girl that can taﬁce a hint.

I wourp not have you fufpett that fhe hasany
thing to hint which fhe is athamed to fpeak at length,
for none can have greater purity of fentiment, or rec-
titude of intention. She has nothing to hide, yet no-
thing will fhe tell. She always gives her diretions
obliquely and allufively, by the mention of fomethinlg
relative or confequential, without any other purpofe
than to exercife my acutenefs and her own.

It is impotTible to give a notion of this {tyle other-
wifc than by examples. One night, when fhe h?d

at
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fat writing lerters 1ill it was time to be dreffed, * Molly,
faid fhe, - the ladies are all to be at court to-night in
* white aprons” Whea the means that 1 fhould fend
to order the chair, the fays, ¢ I think the fireets are
¢ clean, I may venture to walk’ When fhe would
have fomething put into its place, fhe bids me, * lay it
“ on the floor ” If the would have me {nuff the candles,
fhe atks ¢ whether I think her eyes are like a cat’s?” Jf
fhe thinks her chocolaie dclayed, the tzlks of ¢ the b
¢ pefit of abitinence”’ It any needle-work is forgotten,
the fuppofes ¢ that I have heard of the lady who died
¢ by pricking her finger.’

Sut always imagnes that I can recall every thing
paft from a fingle word. If fhe wants her head from
the milaner, fhe only fays, * Molly, you know Mrs.
¢ Tape.” If the would have the mantua-maker fent
for, fhe remarks ¢ that Mr. Taffaty the mercer was
¢ here laft week’ She ordered, a fortnight ago, that
the firft time (he was abroad all day I fhould chufe her
a new fet of coffee-cups at the china-thop ; of this flie
feminded me yeflerday, as the was going down ftairs,
Ey faying, ¢ You can’t find your way now to Pall-
¢ mall’ ‘

Avw this would never vex me, if, by encreafing my
trouble the fpared her own; but, dear Mr. IpLER, is
it not as eaflv to fay Coffee-cups as Pall-mall, and to
tell me ia plain words what 1 am to do, and when it
is to be done, as to torment her own head with the
labour of finding hints, and imine with that of under-
ftznding them ?

Wuen firft [ came to this lady, I had nothing like
the learning that I have now ; for fhe has many books,
and I have much time to read; fo that of late I fel-
dom have miflcd her meaning: But when the firft
took me, I wasan ignorant girl; and the, who, as is
very common, confounded want of kaowletige with
want of underftanding, began once to defpair ot b:ing-
ing me to any thing, becaufe. when I came into her
chamber at the call of her bell, the atked me, ¢ whe-
¢ ther we lived in Zembla,’ and I did not guefs t.he

meaning
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meaning of her enquiry ; but modeftly anfwered, that
¢ I could not tell” She had happened to ring once
when 1 did not hear her, and meant to put me in
mind of that country, where founds are faid to be
congealed by the froft. i

AxoTHER time, as | was drefling her head, fhe
began to talk on a fudden of ¢ Medufa, and fnakes,
¢ and men turned into ftone, and maids ¢hat, if they
¢ were not watched, would let their miftreffes be
¢ Gorgons.” I looked round me half frighted, and
quite bewildered ; till at laft, finding that her literature
was thrown away upon me, fhe bid me, with great
vehemence, reach the curling-irons.

It is not without fome indignation, Mr. Ipvew,
that I difcover, in thefe artifices of vexation, fome-
thing worfe than foppery or caprice; a mean delight
in fuperiority, which knows itfelf in no danger of re-
proof or oppofition; a cruel pleafure in feeing the
perplexity of a mind obliged to find what is tudi-
oufly concealed, and a mean indulgence of petty ma-
levolence, in the fharp cenfure of involuntary, and
very often of inevitable, failings. When, Beyond her
expeCtation, I hit upon her meaning, 1 can perceive a
fudden cloud of difappointment fpread over her face,
and have fometimes been afraid left I thould lofe her
favour by underftanding her, when the means to
puzzle me.

Thuis day, however, the has conquered my faga-
city. When fhe went out of her drefling-room, the
faid nothing, but, < Molly, you know,’ and haftened
to her chariot. What I am to know 1s yet 2 fecret ;
but if I do not know, before the comes back, what I
yet have no means of difcovering, fhe will make my
dulinefs a pretence for a fortnight's ill humour, treat
me as a creature devoid of the faculties neceffary to
the common duties of life, and perhaps give the next
gown to the houfekeeper.

I am, Sir,
Your humble fervant,
MOLLY QUICK
No. 48
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TS S RAIMDA-OQAILILHEP LA
-No. 48.  Saturdar, March 10, 1559,

To the IDLER.

M:r. IpLer,
A M the unfortunate wife of a city wit, and can-
not but think that my cafe may deferve equal com-

paflion with any of thofe which have been reprefented
in your paper. ,

I Marr1eD my hufband within three months after
the expiration of his apprenticethip; we put our mo-
ney together, and furnithed a large and fplendid fhop,
in which he was for five years and a half diligent and
civil. The notice which curiofity or kindnefs com.
monly beftows on beginners was continued by confi-
dence and efteem ; one cuftomer, pleafed with his
treatment and his bargain, recommended another, and
we were bufy behind the counter from morning to
night.

gTu us every day increafed our wealth and our re.
putation. My hufband was often invited to dinner
openly on the exchange by hundred thoufand pounds
men ; and whenever I went to any of the halls, the
wives of the aldermen made me low courtefies. We
always took up our notes before the day, and made all
confiderable payments by draughts upon our banker.

You will eafily believe that 1 was well enough
pleafed with my condition; for what happinefs can be
greater than that of growing every day richer and
richer ? I will not deny, that, imagining myfelf likely
to be in a thort time the fherifPs lady, I broke off my
acquaintance with fome of my neighbours, and adviled
my hufband to keep good company, and not to be feen
with men that were worth nothing.

In time he found that ale difagreed with his confti-

tution, amd went every night to drink his pint at 2
tavern,



No.45. The IDLER 149

tavern, where be met with a fet of criticks, who dif-
puted upon the merit of the different theatrical per-
formers. By thefe idle fellows he was taken to the
play, which at firft he did not feem much to heed ;
for he owned, that he very feldom knew what they
were doing, and that, while his companions would let
him alone, he was commonly thinking on his laft
bargain

Havine once gone, however, he went again and
again, tho' 1 often told him that three fhillings were
thrown away ; at laft he grew uneufy if he miffed 2
night, and importuned me to go with him. I went to
a tragedy which they call Macbeth, and, when I
came home, told him, that T could not bear to fee
men and women make themfelves fuch fools, by pre-
tending te be witches and ghofts, generals and kings,
and to walk in their leep when they were as much
awake as thofe that looked at them. He told me, that
I muft get higher notions, and thata play was the
moft rational of all entertainments, and moft proper
to relax the mind after the bufinefs of the day.

By degrees be gained knowledge of fome of the
players ; and when the play was over, very frequently
treated them with fuppers, for which he was admitted
to {tand behind the {cenes.

He foon began to lofe fome of his morning hours
in the fame folly, and was for one winter very diligent
in his attendance on the rehearfals; but of this fpecies
of idlenefs he grew weary, and faid, that the play was
nothing without the company.

His ardour for the diverfion of the evening in.
treafed ; he bought a fword, and paid five fhillings a
night to fit in the boxes; he went fometimes into a
place which he calls the green-room, where all the
wits of the age affemble ; and when he had been there,
could do nothing, for two or three days, but repeat
their jeits, or tell their difputes.

He has now loft his regard for every thing but the
play-houfe ; he invites, three times a week, one or
other to drink claret, and talk of the drama, His firt

caic
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care in the morning isto read the play-bills; and if he
‘remembers any lines of the tragedy which is to be re-
prefented, walks about the fhop, repeating them fo
loud, anc¢ with fuch ftrange geftures, that the paffen.
gers gather round the door.

His greateft pleafure when I married him, was tg
hear the fituation of his thop commended, and to be
told how many eftates have been got in it by the fame
trade ; but of late he grows peevith at any mention of
bufinefs, and delights in nothing fo much as to be told -
that he fpeaks like Moflop.

Awmoxc his new aflociates, he has learned another
language, and fpeaks in fuch a firain, that his neigh-
bours cannot underftand him. If a cuftomer talks
longer than he is willing to hear, he will complain that
he has been excruciated with unmeaning verbofity ; he
laughs at the letters of his friends for their tamenefs of
expreflion, and often declares himfelf weary of at-
tending to the minutiz of a thop.

It is well for me that I know how to keep a book,
for of late he is fcarcely ever in the way. Since one
of his friends told him that he had a genius for tra-
gick poetry, he has locked himfelf in an upper
room fix or feven hours a day, and when I carry him
any paper to be read or figned, I hear him talking ve-
hemently to himfelf, fometimes of love and beauty,
fometimes of friendthip and virtue, but more frequent-
ly of liberty and his country.

I wourp gladly, Mr. IpLER, be informed what
to think of a fhopkeeper, who is inceflantly talking
about liberty; a word, which, fince his acquaintance
with polite life, my hufband has always in his mouth;
he is, on all occafions, afraid of our liberty, and de-
clares his refolution to hazard all for liberty. What
can the man mean? I am fure he has liberty enough ;
it were better for him and me if his liberty was
leffened.

HE has a friend whom he calls a critick, that comes
twice a week to read what he is writing.  This critick

tells him that his piece is a little irregular, but that
fome
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fome detached fcenes will thine prodigiouily, and that
in the charatter of Bombulus he is wonderfully great,
My fcribbler then fqueezes his hand, calls him the beft
of friends, thanks him for his fincerity, and tells him
that he hates to be flattered. I have reafon to believe
that he feldom parts with his dear friend without lend-
ing him two guineas, and am afraid that he gave bail
for him three days ago. '

By this courfe of life our credit as traders is leffened,
and I cannot forbear to fufpect, that my hufband’s ho-
nour as a wit is not much advanced, for he feems to
be always the loweft of the company; is afraid to tell
his opinion till the reft have {poken. When he was
behind his counter, he ufed to be britk, a&ive, and
jocular, like a man that knew what he was doing, and
did not fear to look another in the face; but among
wits and criticks he is timorous and awkward, and
hangs down his head at his own table. Dear Mr.
IpLER perfuade him, if you can, to return once more
to his native element. Tell him, that wit will never
make him rich, but that there are places where riches
will always make a wit.

Iam, Sir, &c.
Deporan Ginger.

D0l TR e f R T UL LR
No, 49. Sﬂtﬂ]'([ﬂy, March 1-7_, 1759.

HERE isno kind of idlenefs, by which we are

A foeafily feduced, as that which dignifies itfelf
by the appearance of bufinefs, and by making the loi-
terer imagine that he has fomething to do which muft
not be neglected, keeps him in perpetual agitation, and
hurries him rapidly from place to place. *

He that fits ftill, or repofes himfelf upon a couch,
no more deceives himfelf than he deceives others; he
knows that he is doing nothing, and has no other folace
of his infignificance than the refolution which the
lzy hourly make, of changing his mede of life.

VOL. L H To
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To do nothing every man is athamed, and to do
much almoft every man is unwilling or afraid. Innu.
merable expedients bave therefore been invented to

roduce motion without labour, and employment with-
out folicitude. The greater part of thole whom the
kindnefs of fortune has left to their own diretion, and
whom want does not keep chained to the counter or the
plow, play throughout life with the thadows of bufi.
nefs, and know not at laft what they have been doing,

Trese imitators of action are of all denominations,
Some are feen at every audtion without intention to
purchafe ; others appear pun&tually at the exchange,
though they are known there only by their faces.
Some are always making parties, to vifit colle€tions for
which they have no tafte, and fome neglect every
pleafure and every duty to hear queftions in which
they have no intereft, debated in parliament.

THESE men never appear more ridiculous, than
the diftrefs which they imagine themfelves to feel,
from fome accidental interruption of thofe empty pur-
fuits. A tiger newly imprifoned is indeed more for-
midable, but not more angry than Jack Tulip with-
held from a florift’s feaft, or Tom Diftich hindered
from feeing the firtk reprefentation of a play.

As political affairs are the higheft and moft exteu-
five of temporal concerns; the mimick of a politician
is more buly and important than any other trifler.
Monfieur le Noir, a man who, witbout property or
impo-tance in any corner of the earth, has, in the

refent confufion of the world, declared himfelf a
fteady adherent to the French, is made miferable by a
wind that keeps back the packet-boat, and fill more
miferable, by every account of a Malouin privateer
caughs in his cruize ; he knows well that nothing can
be done or faid by him which can produce any effect
but that of laughter, that he can neither haiten nor
retard good or evil, that his joys and forrows have
fearcely any partakers; yet fuch is his zeal, and fuch
his curiofity, that he woulid run barefooted to Graw:e-
fend, for the fake of knowing firft that the Englith

bad loft a tender, and would ride out to meet everj;
mal
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mail from the continent if he might be permitted to
open 1t.

PLummc is generally confefled to be defirable,
and there are fome who fancy themfelves always bufy
in acquiring it.  Of thefe ambulatory ftudents, one of
the moft bufy is my friend Tom Reftlefs.

TOM has long had 2 mind to be a man of know-
ledge, but he does not care to fpend much time among
authors, for he is of opinion that few books deferve
the Jabour of pe-ufal, that they give the mind an un-
fafhionable caft, and deftroy that freedom of thought
and eafinefs of manners indifpenfibly requifite to accep-
tance in the world. Towm has therefore found another
way to wifdom. When he rifes he goes into a coffee-
houfe, where he creeps fo ncar to men whom he takes
to be reafoners as to hear their difcourfe, and endea-
vours to remember fomething which, when it has
been ftrained through Tom’s bead, is {o near to no-
thing, that what it_once was cannot be difcovered.
This he carries round from friend to friend through
a circle of vifits, till hearing what each fays upon
the queftion, he becomes able at dinner to fay a
little himfelf, and as every great genius relaxes himfelf
among his inferiors, meets with fome who wonder
how fo young a man can talk fo wifely.

At night he has a new fealt prepared for his intel-
lefts; he always runs to a difputing fociety, or a
fpeaking club, where he half hears what, if he had
heard .the whole, he would but half underftand ;
goes home pleafed with the conicioufnels of a day
well fpent, lies down full of ideas, and rifes in the
morning empty as before.

SFPGAE D D0 G R I e TSN
No 50, Saturd y, March 24, 1750,

I SUPPED three nights ago with my friend Wil]
Marvel. His affairs obliged him lately to take a
journey into Devonfbire, fiom which he has jult re-

H:z turned.
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turned. He knows me to bea very patient hearer,
and was glad of my company, as it gave him an oppor-
tunity of difburthening himfelf by a minute relation of
the cafualties of his expedition.

WiLL is not one of thofe who go out and return
with notaing to tell. He has a ftory of his travels,
which will ttrike a home-bred citizen with horror, and
has in ten days fuffered {o often the extremes of terror
and joy, that he is in doubt whether he fhall ever
again expofe either his bedy or mmd to fuch danger
and fatigue.

Wuen he left London the morning was bright,
and a fair day was promifed. But Will is born to
ftruggle with difficulties. That happened to him,
which has fometimes, perhaps, happened to others,
Before he had gone more than ten miles it began to
rain. What courfe was to be taken! His foul dif-
dained to turn back. He did what the king of Pruffia
might have done, he flapped his hat, buttoned up his
cape, and went forwards, fortlfymg his mind, by the
ftoical confolation, that whatever is violent will be
fhort. '

His conftancy was not long tried ; at the diftance
of about half a mile he {aw an inn, which he entered
wet and weary, and found ctvil treatment and proper
refrethment.  After a refpite of about two hours he
Jooked abroad, and feeing the fky clear, called for his
horfe and paffed the firft ftage without any other me-
morable accident

W ILL confidered, that labour muft be relieved
by pleaiure, and that the ftrength which great undet-
takings require muft be maintained by copious nutri-
ment ; he therefore ordered himfelfan elegant fupper,
drank two bottles of claret, and paffed the beginning
of the night in found fleep ; but waking before light,
was forewarned of the troubles of the next day, by a
fhower beating again{t his windows, with fuch violence
as to threaten the diffolution of nature. When he
arofe he found what he expelled, that the country
was under water. He joined himfelf, however, to a
company that was travelling the fame way, and c{g:l;llf

afely
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fafely to the place of dinner, tho’ every ftep of his
horfe dathed the mud into the air.

In theafternoon, having parted from his company,
he fet forward alone, and pafled many colleftions of
water of which it wasimpollible to guefs the depth,
and which he now cannot review without fome cen-
fure of his own rathnefs ; but what a man undertakes
be muft perform, and Marvel hates a coward at his
heart.

Few that lie warm in their beds, think what others
undergo, who have perhaps been as tenderly educated,
and have as acute fenfations as themfelves. My friend
was now to lodge the fecond night almoft fifty miles
from home, in a houfe which he never had feen be-
fore, among people to whom he was totally a firanger,
not knowing whether the next man he fhould meet
would prove good or bad ;- but feeing an inn of a good
appearance, he rode refolutely into the yard, and
knowing that refpect-is often paid in proportion as it is
claimed, delivered his injunttion to the hoftler with
fpirit, and entering the houfe, called vigoroufly about
him. '

Ox the third day up rofe the fun and Mr. Marvel.
His troubles and his dangers were now fuch, as he
withes no other man ever to encounter. The ways
were lefs frequented, and the country more thinly in-
habited. He rode many a lonely hour thro’ mire and
water, and met not a fingle foul for two miles together
with whom he could exchange a word. He cannot
deny that, looking round upon the dreary region, and
{ecing nothing but bleak fields and naked trees, hills
obfcured by fogs, and flats covered with inundations,
he did for fome time fuffer melancholy to prevail upon
him, and withed himfelf again fafe at home. One com-
fort he had, which was to confider, that none of hig
friends were in the fame diftrefs, for whom, if they
had been with him, he fhould have fuffered more than
for himfelf; he could not forbear fometimes to confi-
der how happily the IpLEr is fettled in an eafier con-
dition, who, furrounded like hin with terrors, could
have done nothing but lie down and die.

H 3 AwmipsT
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AwvipsT thefe refle€ions he came to a town and
found a dinner, which difpofed him to more chearful
fentiments : but the joys of life are thort, and its mife-
riee are long ; he mounted and travelled fifteen miley
more *hro’ ci-t and defolation.

AT laft the fun fet, and all the horrors of darknefs
came upon him. He then repented the weak indul-
gence by which he had gratified himfelf at noon with
too long an interval of reft : yet he went forward along
a path which he could no longer fee, {umetimes rufhing
{fudcenly into water, and fometimes incumbered with
tiff clay, ignorant whither he was going, ard uncer-
tain whether his next flep might not be the laft.

Ix this difmal gloom of noturnal peregrinatipn his
horfe unespeftedly ftood ftill. Marvel had heard
many relations of the inftiné of horfes, and was in
doubt what danger might be at hand. Sometimes he
fancied that he was on the bank of a river ftill and
deep, and fometimes that a dead body lay acrofs the
track. He fat flill awhile to recolle€t his thoughts;
and as he was about to alight and explore the dark-
nefs, cut fiepped a man with a lantern, and opened
the turnptke.  He hired a guide to the town, arrived
ia fafery, and flept in quiet.

Tue reft of his journey was nothing but danger.
He clin:bed and defcended precipices on which vulgar
mortals tremble to look ; he paflfed marfhes like the
* Serbonian bog, where armies whole have funk ;’ he
forded rivers where the current roared like the Egre of
the Severn ; or ventured hinfelfon bridges that trem-
bled under him, from which he looked down on
foaming whirlpools, or dreadful abyfles ; he wandered
over houfelefs heaths, amidt all the rage of the ele-
inents, with the fnow driving in his face, and the
tempeft howling in his ears

Such are the colours in which Marvel paints his
adventures. He has accuftomed himfelf to founding
words and hyperbolical images, till he has loft the
power of true defcription. !na road through which
the heavieft carriages pafs without difficulty, and
the poft-boy every day and night goes and returlll%

i€
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he meets with hardfhips like thofe which are en-
dured in Siberian deferts, and mifles nothing of ro-
mantic danger but a giant and a dragon. When his
dreadful ftory is told in proper terms, it is only, that
the way was dirty in winter, and that he experienced
the common vicitlitudes of rain and {unfhine.

RESINBLT LT e FEUEINGTE R
No. st. Satwrday, March 31, 1750,

" HE charater of Mr. Marvel has raifed the

4 merriment of fome and the contemipt of others,
who do not fufhciently confider how often they hear
and pratife the fame arts of exaggerated narrtion.

Tuert is not, perhaps, among the mulitudes of
all conditions that fwarm upon the earth, a fingle man
who does not believe that he has fomething extraor-
dinary to relate of himfelf: and who does not, at one
time or other, fummon the attention of his friends to
the cafualties of his adventures and the viciffitudes of
his fortune ; cafualties and viciflitudes that happen
alike in lives uniform and diverfified; to the com-
mander of armies, and the writer at a detk; to the
failor who refigns himfelf to the wind and water, and
the farmer whofe longeft journey is to the market.

In the prefent ftate of the world man may pafe
thro’ Shakefpear’s feven ftages of life, and meet no-
thing fingular or wonderful. Bat fuch is every man’y
attention to himfelf, that what is common and unheed-
ed when it is only feen, becomes remarkable and pecu-
liar when we happen to feel it.

It is well enough known to be according to the
ufual procefs of nature, that men fhould ficken and
recover, that fome defigns fhould fucceed and others
mifcarry, that friends thould be feparated and meet:
again, that fome fhould be made angry by endeavours
to pleafe them, and fome be pleafed when no care has
been ufed to gain their approbation ; that men and
women fhould at firlt come together by chance, like.

H 4 each-
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each other {o well as to commence acquaintance, im-
prove acquaintance into fondnefs, increafe or exti.
guih fondnefs by marriage, and have children of dif.
ferent degrees of intelle@s and virtue, fome of whop
cie before their parents, and others furvive them.

Yer letany man tell his own ttorv, and nothing
o/ ail this has ever befallen him according to the com.
mon order of things ; fomething has always difcrimi-
nated his cafe; fome unuiual concurrence of events
hes appeared, which made him more happy or more
miferable than other mortals ; for in pleafures or cala-
mities, however common, every one has comforts and
affli¢tions of his own.

Iv is certaln that without fome artificial augmen-
tations, meny of the pleafures of lite, and almoft al|
s embeifithments, would fall to the ground. If no
man vas to exprefs more delight than he felt, thofe
who felt moft would raife little envy. If travellers
were to deferibe the moft Jaboured performances of
art with the fame coldnefs as they furvey them, all
expeCtations of happinefs from change of place would
ceafe.  The pittures of Raphael would hang without
fpectators, and the gardens of Verfailles might be in-
habited by hermits. ~ All the pleafure that is received
erds iz 2n opportunity of {plendid falthood, in the
power of gaining notice by the difplay of beauties
which the eve was weary of beholding, and a hiftory
of happy moments, of which, in reality, the moft
kappy was the laft,

'T'ne ambition of fuperior fenfibility and fuperior
eloquence diipofes the lovers of arts to receive rapture
at one time, and communicate it at another ; and each
lebours firtt to impofe upon himfelf, and then to pro-
pazate the impofture.

Paix is lefs fubject than pleafure to caprices of ex-
prefiion. The torments of difeafe, and the grief for
irremediable misfortunes, fometimes are fuch as no
v:ords can declare. and can only be fignified by groans,
or fobs, or inarticulate ejulations Man has from

nature a mode of utterance peculiar to pain, buthhe
as
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has none peculiar to pleafure, becaufe he never has
pleafure, but in fuch degrees as the ordinary ufe of
Janguage may equal or furpafs.

It 1s neverthelefs certain, that many pains as well
as pleafures are heightened by rhetorical affectation,
and that the pi€ture is, tor the moft part, bigger than
the life.

Wuen we defcribe our fenfations of another’s for-
rows, either in friendly or ceremonious condolence,
the cuftoms of the world fcarcely admit of rigid vera-
city. Perhaps the fondeft friendfhip would enrage
oitner than comfort, were the tongue on fuch occa-
fions faithfully to reprefent the fentiments of the heart ;-
and I think the friGteft moralifts allow formns of ad-
drefs to be ufed without much regard to their literal
acceptation, when either refpet or tendernefs requires
them, becaufe they are univerfally known to denote
not the degree but the fpecies of our fentiments.

But the fane indulgence cannot be allowed to him
who aggravates dangers incurred or forrow endured
by himielf, becaufe he darkens the profpect of futu-
rity, and multiplies the pains o our condition by ufe-
le's terror, 'Ihofe who magnify their delights are
lefs criminal deceivers, yet they raife hopes which are
fure to be ditappointed. It would be undoubtedly
bett, if we.could fee and hear every thing as it is, that
nothing . might be too anxioufly dreaded, or too ar-

dently purfued.
No. c2. Saiurday, April 7, 1749,

T has been commonly remarked, that eminent men
are lealt eminent at home, that bright chara&ers
lofe much of their {plendor at a nearer view, and ma-
nv who fill the world with their fame, excite very lit-
tle reverence among thofe that furround them in their

domeftick privacies. =
Hsy To
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To blame or to fufpet is eafy and natural. When
the fa& is evident, and the caufe doubtful, fome ac-
cufation is always engendered between idlenefs and
melignity.  This difparity of general and familiar ef-
teem is therefore imputed to hidden vices, and to prac.
tices indulged in fecret, but carefully covered from
the publick eye

Vice will indeed always produce contempt. The
dignity of Alexander, tho’ nations fell proftrate before
him, was certa'nly held in little veneration by the
partakers of his midnight revels, who had feen him,
in the madnefs of wine, murder his friend, or fet fire
to the Peifian palace at the inftigation ofa hatlot ; and
it is well remembered among us, that the avarice of
Marlborough kept him in fubjetion to his wife, while
he was drcaded by France as her conqueror, and ho-
noured by the Emperor as his deliverer.

But though where there is vice there muft be
want of reverence, it is not reciprocally true, that
when there is want of reverence there is always vice.
That awe which great ations or abilities imprefs, will
be inevitably dimiaithed by acquaintance, tho’ nothing
either mean or criminal thould be found.

Or men, as of every thing elfe, we muft judge ac-
cording to our knowledge. When we fee of a hero
only his battles, or of a writer only his books, we
have nothing to allay our ideas of their greatnefs. We
confider the onz only as the guardian of his country,
and the other only as the inftructer of mankind. We
have neither opportunity nor motive to examine the
minuter parts of their lives, or the lefs apparent pecu-
liarities of their charaCters; we name them with habi-
tual refpe®, and forget, what we fhill continue ta
know, that they are men like other mortals.

But fuch is the conflitution of the world, that
much of life muft be fpent in the fame manner by the
wife and the ignorant, the exalted and the low. Men,
Lowever diftinguifhed by external accidents or intiin-
fick qualities, have all the fame wants, the fame pains
and, as far as the fenfes are confulted, the fame plea-

fures. The petty caresand petty duties are the fame
n
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in every ftation to every underftanding, and every hour
brings fome occafion on which we all fink to the com-
mon level.  We are all naked till we are dreffed, and
hungry till we are fed ; and the general’s triumph, and
Sage’s difputation, end, like the humble labours of the
fmith or plowman, in a dinner orin fleep.

Trose notions which are to be colletted by rea-
fon in oppofition to the fenfes, will feldom ftand for-
ward in the mind, but lie treafured in the remoter re-
pofitories of memory, to be found only when they
are fought. Whaever any man may have written or
done, his precepts or his valour will {carcely over-bal-
lance the unimportant uni{ormity which runs thro’ his
time. 'We do not eafily confider him as great, whom
our own eyes fhew us to be little ; nor Jabour to keep

refent to our thoughts the latent excellencies of him
who fhares with us all our weaknefles and many of
our follies ; who like us is delighted with flight amufe-
ments, bufied with trifling emyloyments, and difturbed
by little vexations. ‘

Grear powers cannot be exerted, but when great
exigencies make them neceflary.  Great exigencies can
happen but feldom, and therefore thofe qualities which
have a claim to the veneration of mankind, lie hid,
for the moft part, iike fubterranean treafures, over
which the foot paffes as on common ground, till ne-
ceflity breaks open the golden cavern.

In theancient celebrations of victory, a flave was
placed on the triumphal car, by the fide of the ge-
neral, who reminded him by a thort fentence, that he
was a man. Whatever dangers there might be left a
leader, in his paffage to the capitol, fhould forget the
frailties of his nature, there was furely no need of
fuch an admonition ; the intoxication could not have
continued long; he would have been at home but a
few hours before fome of his dependents would bave
forgot his greatnefs, and fhewn him, that notwith-
ftanding his laurels he was vet 2 man.

Taere are fome whotry to efcape this domeftic
degradation, by labouring to appeur always wite or
always great ; but he that ftrives againft nature, will

i for
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for ever firive in vain. To be grave of mien and flow
of utterance ; to look with folicitude and fpeak with
hefitation. is atrainable at will; but the fhow of wif-
dom is ridiculous when there is nothing to caufe
doubt, zs that of valour where there is nothing to be
feared.

A max who has duly confidered the condition of
his being, will contentedly yield to the courfe of
things: he will not pant for diftinétion where diftinc-
tion would employ no mert ; but tho’ on great occa-
fions he mav with to be greater than others, he will be
fazizied in common occurrences not to be lefs.

PO T T DI ILTNS Y
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Novozgo Satuiday, Apridog, 1750,
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Reronzare cupidinibus. Ho r.
YW Lo boldly anfwers to his warm defires. Fran.

¥~ HE pradtice of felf-denial, or the forbearance
B of lawful pleafure, has been confidered by al-
mot every naion, from the remoteft ages, as the
Licheft exaltation of human virtue; and all have
agieed to pay refpect and veneration to thofe who abf-
tzined from the delfights of life, even when they did
enfure thole who enjoyed them.
Tre general voice of mankind, civil and barba-
rcus, ceafefies that the mind and body are at variance,
znd that neither can be made happy by its proper gra-
tiicazions, but at the expence of the other; that a
pamyered body will darken the mind, and an enligh-
r-ned mind will macerate the body. And none have
f:i'ed to confcr their efieem on thofe who prefer intel-
ject o fenfe, who controul their lower by their higher
taculties, and forzet the wants and defires of animal
lize fo ratices! dilquifitions or pious contemplations.
Tre earth has fearce a country fo far advanced
toward: politica: regularity, as to divide the inkabitants
1nto
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into claffes, where fome orders of men or women are.
not diftinguithed by voluntary feverities, and where
the reputation of their fantity is not increafed in pro-
ortion to the rigour of their rules, and the exadtnefs
of their performance. .

Wyen aa opinion, to which there isno temptation
of intereft, fpreads wide and continues long, it may be
reafonably prefumed to have been infufed by nature
or dictated by reafon. It has been often obferved
that the Actions of impofture, and illufions of fancy
foon give way to time and experience;; and that no-
thing keeps its ground but trut}_l, 'which gains every
dav new influence by new confirmation.

‘BuT truth, when it is reduced to praftice, eafily
becomes fubject to caprice and imagination, and many
puticular adts will be wrong, though their general
principle be right. It cannot be denied that a juft
canviction of the reftraint neceflary to be laid upon
the appetites, has produced extravagant and unnatural
modes of mortification, and inttitutions which, howe- |
ver favourably confidered, will be found to violate na-
ture without promoting piety.

But the do&rine of felf denial is not weakened in
itfelf by the errors of thole who mifinterpret or mif-
apply it ; the encroachment of the appetites upon the,
underftanding is hourly perceived, and the itate of
thofe whom {enfuality has enflaved, is known to be in
the higheft degree defpicable and wretched. _

- Tue dread of fuch thameful captivity may juftly

raife alarms, and witdom will endeavour to keep dan~
ger at a diftance. By timely caution and fufpicious
vigilance thofe defires may be reprefled, to which in-
dulgence would 1oon give ablofute dominion ; thofe

encinies may be overcome, which when they have
been awhile accuftomed to vi€tory, can no longer be
refifted.

Notning is more fatal to happinefs or virtue,
than that confidence which flatters us with an opinion
of our own ftrength, and by affuring us of the power
of retreat precipitates us into hazard.  Some may fafe~
ly venture further than others into the regions of dlc:.-

light,
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light, lay themfelves more open to the golden fhaf
of pleafure, and advance nearer to the refidence of the
Sirens ; but he that is bett armed with conftancy and
reafon is vet vulnerable in ane part or other, and to
every man there is a point fixed, beyond which if he
pafles he will not eafily return. It is certainly moft
wife, as it is moft fafe, to flop before he touches the
utmoft limit, fince every {tep of advance will more and
more entice him to go torward, till he thall at laft en-
ter the recefles of voluptucufnefs, and floth and def:
pondency clofe the paffage behind him.

To deny earlv and inflexibly is the only art of
checking the importunity of defire, and of preferving
quiet and innocence. Innocent gratifications muft be
fometimes with-held ; he that complies with all law-
ful defires will certainly lofe his cuspire over himfelf,
and in time eicher {ubn:it his rezfon to his withes, and
thick all his defires lawiul, or aifinifs his reafon as
troublefome and intrufive, and reiolve to {natch what
he may happen to wifh, withour enquiry abour right
and wrong.

No man, whofe appetites are his mafters, can per-
form the duties of kis nature with ftrictnefs and regu-
larity ; he that would be fuperior 1o external influen-
ces muft firft become fuperior to his own paflions.

WreN the Roman general, fitting at fupper with
a plate of turnips before him, was follicited by large

romifes to betray his truft, he afked the meffengers
whether he that could fup on turnips was a man
Jikely to feit kis country. Upon him who has reduced
his fenfes to cbedience tempration has loft its power,
he is able to attend inparticlly to virtue, and execute
her commands without k=iization,

To fet the mind abovz the appetites is the end of
abftinence, = hich one of the fathers obferves to be not
a virtue, butthe ground-wor ot virtue. By forbear-
ing to do vkat may inuacerty be done, we may add
hourly new vigour t¢ r2inizisn, and secure the power
of refiftance when pieare-e ot koereft fhail lend ther
charms to guilt.

End of itz il VoLUME

THE
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