No. 54. Saturday, April 21, 1759,

—

To the IDLER.

“ S IR,

Have a wife that keeps good company. You
I know that the word good varies its meaning ac-

cording to the value fet upon different qualities in
different places. To be a good man in a college, is
to be learned ; in a camp to be brave ;'and in the city to
be rich. By good company in the place which I have
the misfortune to inhabit, we underftand not always
thofe from whom any good can be learned, whether
wifdom or virtue ; or by whom any good can be con-
ferred, whether profit or reputation. Good company
is the company of thofe whofe birth is high, and
whofe riches are great, or of thofe whom the rich
and noble admit to familiarity.

I am a gentleman of a fortune by no means exu-
berant, but more than equal to the wants of my fa-
mily, and for fome years equal to our defires. My
wife, who had never been accuftomed to fplendour,

You. IL joined
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joined her endeavours to mine in the fuperintendence
of our economy ;. we lived in decent plenty, . and were:
not excluded from moderate pleafures.

Bur flight caufes produce great effects.. . All my
happinefs has been deftroyed by change of place;
virtue is too often merely local; i fome fituations the
air diteales the body, and in others poifons the mind.
Being obliged to remove my habitation, I was led by
my evil genius to 2 convenient houfe in 2 ftreet where
many of the notility refide. We had fcarcely ranged
our furniture, and aired our rooms, when my wife
began to grow difcontented, and to wonder what the
neighbours would think when they faw fo few chairs
and chariots at her door.

Her acquaintance who came to fee her from the

quarter that we had left, mortified her without defign,
by continual enquiries about the ladies, whole houfes
tizey viewed from our windows. Sre was athamed to
contels that the had no intercourfe with them, and
theltered her diftrefs under general anfwers, which al-
wravs tenced to raife fufpicicn that the knew more than
the would tel] ; but fhe was often reduced to difficul-
ties, when the courfe of talk mtroduced queftions
about the furniture or ornaments of their houfes,
vwhich, when fhe could ger no intelligence, fhe was
‘forced to pafs flightly over, as things which fhe faw
fo often, that the never minded them: v -
" To all thefe vexations the was refolved to put an
end, and redcubled her vifits to -thefe few of her:
friends, ‘who vifited thoie who kept ‘good company ;
and if ever fhe met a lady of quality, forced herfelf
into notice by refpect and affiduiry. ~Her advances
were gene-ally rejected, and the heard them, as they
went down ftairs, taik how- fome creatures put them-
felves forward. , : ; _

Sue was not difcouraged, but crépt forward from
one to another ; and, as perfeverance will- do great
things, fapped her way unperceived, till, unexpected-
ly, the appeared at the card-table of lady Biddy Por-
poife, 2 lethargick virgin of feventy-fix, whom all the

' families
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families in the next {quare vifited very punCually when
{he was not at home.

Tuis was the firft ftep of that elevation to which
my wife has fince afcended. For five months the had
no name in her mouth but that of lady Biddy, who,
let the world fay what it would, had a fine under-
ftanding, and fuch a command of her temper, that,
whether the won or loft, the flept over her cards.

At lady Biddy’s the met with lady Tawdry, whofe
favour fhe gained by eftimating her ear-rings, which
were counterfeit, at twice the value of real diamonds,
When fhe had once entered two houfes of diftinction,
the was eafily admitted into more, and in ten weeks
had ail her time anticipated by parties and engage-
ments. Every morning fhe is befpoke, in the fummer
for the gardens, in the winter for a fale ; every after-
noon fhe has vifits to pay, and every night brings an
inviolable appointment, or anaflembly, in which the
beft company of the town were to appear.

You will eafily imagine that much of my domeftick
comfort is withdrawn. I never fee my wife but in
the hurry of preparation, or the languor of weari-
nefs. To drefs and to undrefs is almoft her whole
bufinefs in private, and the fervants take advantage of
her negligence to increafe expence. But T can fupply
her omiflions by my own diligence, and thould not
much regret this new courfe of life, if it did nothing
more than transfer to me the care of our accounts.
‘The changes which it has made are more vexatious.
My wife has no longer the ufe of her underftanding.
She has no rule of altion but the fathion. She has no
opinion but that of the people of quality. She has no
language but the diale¢t of her own fet of company.
She hates and admires in humble imitation ; and
echoes the words charming and deteftable without con-
fulting her own perceptions.

Ir for a few minutes we fit down together, fhe en-
tertains me with the repartees of lady Cackle, or the
converfation of lord Whiffiler and mifs Quick, and
wonders to find me receiving with inditference fayings
which put all the company into laughter. B

Y
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By her old friends fhe is no longer very willing to
be feen, but the muft not rid herfelf of them ajl g
once ; and is fometimes furprized by her beft vifitants
in company which the would not fhew, and cannot-
hide ; but from the moment that a countefs enters,
fhe takes care neither to hear nor fee them ; they foon
find themfelves negleCted and retire, and the tells her
ladyfhip that they are fome how related at a grear
diftance, and that as they are good fort of people fhe
cannot be rude to them.

As by this ambitious union with thofe that are
above her, fhe is always forced upon difadvantageous
comparifons of her condition with theirs, the hasa
conitant fource of mifery within; and never returns
from glittering affemblies and magnificent apartments
but fhe growls out her difcontent, and wonders why
the was doomed to {o indigent a ftate. When fhe at-
tends the dutchefs to a fale, the always fees fomething
that fhe cannot buy; and, that the may not feem
wholly infignificant, the will fometimes venture to bid,
and often makes acquifitions which fhe did not want
at prices which fhe cannot afford.

Waar adds to all this uneafinefs is, that this ex-
pence is without ufe, and this vanjty without honour ;
the forfakes houfes where fhe might be courted, for
thofe where the is only fuffered ; her equals are daily
made her enemies, and her fuperiors will never be hes

friends.

I am, Sir, Your’s, &c,
R TRE TSRS N\ IETY
No. 55. Saturday, April 28, 17:g.

Tothe IDLER,

SIR,
Y O U have lately entertained your admirers with
the cafe of an unfortunate hufband, and thereby
given a demonftrative proof you are not averfe eve}l: to
' -ACAT
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hear appeals and terminate differences between man and
wife ; 1 therefore take the liberty to prefent you with
the cafe of an injured Jady, which, as it chiefly relates
to what T think the lawyers call a point of law, I
fhall do in as juridical a manner as 1 2m’capable, and
fubmit it to the confideration of the Icarned gentle-
men of that proleffion.

Inprimis. In the ftyle of my marriage articles, a
marriage was had and folemnized about fix months
ago, between me and Mr. Savecharges, a gentleman
poflefled of a plentiful fortune of his own, and one
who, 1 was perfuaded, would 1mprove, and not fpend
mine.

Berore our marriage Mr. Savecharges had all
along preferred the falutary exercife of walking on
foot, to the diftempered eafe, as he terms it, of lolling
in a chariot ; but notwithftanding his fine panegyricks
on walking, the great advantages the infantry were in
the fole pofleflion of, and the many dreadful dangers
they efcaped, he found I had very different notions of
an equipage, and was not eafily to be converted, o¥
gained over to his party.

Ax equipage { was determined to have, whenever
Y married. I too well knew the difpofition of my in-
tended confort to leave the providing one intirely to bis
honour, and flatter myfelt Mr. Savecharges has, in
the articles made previous to our marriage, agreed to
keep me a coach; but left I fhould be miftaken, or
the attornies thould not have done me juftice in me-
thodizing or legalizing thefe half dozen words, I will
fet about and tranfcribe that part of the agreement,
which will explain the matter to you much better than .
can be done by one who is fo deeply interefted in the
event ; and thew on what foundation I build my hopes
of being foon under the tranfporting, delightful deno-
mination of a fathionable lady, who enjoys the exalted
and much-envied felicity of bowling about in her own
coach.

“ Anp further the faid Solomon Savecharges, for
“ divers good caufes and confiderations him hereunto
“ moving, hath agreed, and doth hereby agree, that ftallxs

11 H
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“ faid Solomon Savecharges fhall and will, fo foon s
“ conveniently may be, after the folemnization of the
“ faid intended marriage, at his own proper coft and
“ charges, find and provide a certain vehicle or four-
“ wheel carriage, commonly called or known by the
*¢ pame of a coach ; which faid vehicle or wheel-car-
“ riage, fo called or known by the name of a coach,
“ fhail be ufed and enjoyed by the faid Sukey Modifh
“ his intended wife [pray mind that, Mr. IpLeRr] at
¢ fuch times and in fuch manner as fhe the faid Sukey

“ Modith fhall think fit and convenient.” :
Svcu, Mr. IpLer, is the agreement my paflionate
admirer entered into; and what the dear frugal huf-
band calls a performance of it remains to be defcribed,
Soon after the ceremony of ligning and fealing was
over, our wedding-cloaths being fent home, and, in
fhort, every thing in readinefs exeept the coach, my
own fhadow was fcarce more conftant than my pafli-
onate Jover in his attendance on me: wearied by his
perpetual importunities for what he called a comple-
tion of his blifs, I confented to make him happy ; ina
few days I gave him my band, and, attended by Hy-
men in his faffron robes, retired to a country-feat of
my hufband’s, where the honey-moon flew over our
_beads ere we had time to recolle&t ourfelves, or think
of our engagements in town. Well, to town we came,
and you may be fure, Sir, I expe€ted to ftep into my
coach on my arrival here; but, what was my furprize
and difappointment, when, inftead of this, he began
to found in my ears, “ that the interelt of money was
“ low, very low; and what a terrible thing it was to
“ be incumbered with a little regiment of fervants in
“ thefe hard times ” I could eafily pergeive what all
this tended to, but would not feem to underftand him;
which made it highly neceflary for Mr. Savecharges to
explain himfelf more intelligibly ; to harp upon and
proteft he dreaded the expence of keeping a coach.
And, truly, for his part, he could not conceive how
the pleafure refulting from fuch a convenience could
be any way adequate to the heavy expence attending
it. I now thought it high time to fpeak with equal
plainnefs,
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plainnefs, and told bim, as the fortune I brought fair-
v entitled me to-ride in my own coack, and as 1 was
{enfible his circumftances would very well afford it, he
muft pardon me if linfifted on a performance of his
agreement. ' _

[ arpear to you, Mr. IpLer, whetherany thing
could be more civil, more complaifant than this? And
would you believe it, the creature in return, a few
days after, accofted me in an offended tone, with,
« Madam, I can now tell you your coach is ready;
« and fince you are fo paflionately fond of one, I in-
“ tend you the honour of keeping a pair of horfes,
“ You infifted upon having an article of pin-money,
“ and horfes are no part of my agreement.” Bale,
defigning wretch! 1 beg your pardon, Mr. IpLexr,
the very recital of fuch mean, ungentleman-like beha-
viour fires my blood, and lights up a flame within
me: But hence, thou worlt of monfters, ill-timed
rage, and let me not fpoil my caufe for want of
temper. . .

Now though I am convinced I might make a worfe
ufe of part of the pin-money, than by extending my
bounty towards the fupport of fo ufeful a part of the -
brute creation ; yet, like a true-born Englithwoman,
Iam fo tenacious of my rights and privileges, and
moreover fo good a friend to the gentlemen of the
law, that I proteft, Mr. IpLER, fooner than tamely
.give up the point, and be quibbled out of my right, I
will receive my pin-money, as it were, with one hand,
and pay it to them with the other ; provided they will
give me, or, which is the fame thing, my truttees,
encouragement to commence a fuit againit this dear
frugal hufband of mine.

Axp of this I can't have the lealt fhadow of doubr,
inafmuch as 1 have been told by very good authority,
it is fome way or other laid down as a rule, * * [‘hat
~ “ whenever the law doth give any thing to one, it
“ giveth impliedly whatever is neceffary for the taking
“ and enjoying the fame” Now I would gladiy know

* ¥ Coke on Littleton.
what
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what enjoyment I, or any lady in the kingdom, cay
have of a coach without horfes? The anfwer is oby}.
ous—None at all! For as Serj. Catlyne very wifely
obferves, “ Tho’ a coach has wheels to the end it may
“ thereby and by virtue thereof be enabled to move,
“ yet in point of utility it may as well have none, if
¢ they are not put in motion by means of its vita
% parts, that is, the horfes.”

Axp therefore, Sir, I humbly hope you and the
learned in the law will be of opinion, that two certain
animals, or quadruped creatures, commonly called o
known by the name of horfes, ought to be annexed to,
and go along with the coach.

SUKEY SAVECHARGES,

Y -
- |

No. 56.  Saturday, May 5, 1759.

To the IDL ER.

Mr. IpLeg, )

I HA VE taken the liberty of laying before you
my complaint, and of defiring advice or confola-
tion with the greater confidence, becaufe I believe
many other writers have {uffered the fame indignities
with myfelf, and hope my quarrel will be regarded by
you and your readers as the common caufe of lite-

rature
Havixg been long a ftudent, I thought myfelf
qualified in time to become an author. My enquiries
have been much diverfified and far extended, and not
finding my genius direCting me by irrefiftible impulfe
to any particular {ebjec, I deliberated three years
which part of knowledge to illuftrate by my labours.
Choice is more often determined by accident than by
reafon : | walked abroad one morning with a curious
lady, and by her enquiries and obfervations was incited
to write the natural hiftory of the county in which I

refide.
NaruraL
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NaturaL hiftory is no work for one that loves his
chair or his bed. Speculation may be purfued on a
{oft couch, but nature muil be obferved in the open
air. | have colle€ted materials with indefatigable pes-
tinacity. I have gathered glow-worms in the evening,
and fnails in the morning ; I have feen the daify clofe
and open, I have heard the owl fhrick at midnight,
and hunted infe&s in the heat of noon.

Seven years ! was employed in colle@ing animals
and vegetables, and then found that my defign was
yet imperfec. - The fubterrancan treafures of the
place had been paffed unobferved, and another year
was to be fpent in mines and coal-pits. What I had
already done fupplied a fufficient motive to do more. I
acquainted myfelf with the black inhabitants of metal-
lick caverns, and, in defiance of damps and floods,
wandered thro’ the gloomy labyrinths, and gathered
foffils from every fiffure. '

Ar laft 1 began to write ; and as I Anifhed any fec-
tion of my book, -read it to fuch of my friends as were
moft fkillful in the matter which it treated. None of
them were fatisfied ; one difliked the dilpefition of the
parts, another the colours of the ftyle; one advifed
me to enlarge, another to abridge. I refolved to read
no more, but to take my own way and write on, for
by confultation I only perplexed my thoughts and re-
tarded my work.

Tue book was at laft finithed, and I did not doubt
but my labour would be repaid by profit, and my am-
bition fadsfied with honours. [ confidered that natural
hiftory is neither temporary nor local, and that tho’
llimited my enquiries to my own county, yet every
part of the earth has produftions common to all the
ret. Civil hiftory may be partially ftudied, the revo-
lutions of one nation may be neglected by another, but
after that in which all have an intereft, all muft be
inquifitive. No man can have funk fo far into ftupi-
dity, as not to confider the properties of the ground on
which he walks, of the plants on. which he feeds, or
the animals that delight his ear or amufe his eye ; and
therefore [ computed that univerfal curiofity would ctgll

or
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for many editions of my book, and that in five years,
I thould gain fifteen thoufand pounds by the fale of
thirty thoufand copies. :

WHEN I began to write I enfured the houfe, and
fuffered the utmoft folicitude when I entrufted my
book to the carrier, tho’ [ had fecured it againft mif.
chances by lodging two tranferipts in different places,
At my arrival, | expetted that the patrons of learning
would contend for the honour of a dedication, and re-
folved to maintain the dignity of letters, by a haughty
contempt of pecuniary folicitations.

I roox lodgings near the houfe of the royal fociety,
and expetted every morning a vifit from the prefident:
I walked in the park, and wondered that I overheard
no mention of the great naturalift. At laft I vifited 2
noble earl, and told him of my work; he anfwered,
that he was under an engagement never to fubfcribe,
I was angry to have that refufed which I did not mean
to afk, and concealed my defign of making him im-
mortal. I went next day to another, and, in refent-
ment of my late affront, offered to prefix his name to
my new book ; he faid, coldly, that ¢ he did not un-
“ derftand thofe things;’ another thought ¢ there
¢ were too many books,” and another would *talk
* with me when the races were over.’

Beixc mazed to find a man of learning fo indecently
flighted, I refolved to indulge the philofophical pride
of retirement and independence. I then fent to fome
of the principal bookfellers the plan of my book, and
befpoke a Jarge room in the next tavern, that 1 might
more commodioufly fee them together, and enjoy the
conteft, while they were out-bidding one another. I
drank my coffee, and yet nobody was come ; at laft
I received 2 note from one, to tell me, that he was
going out of town; and from another, that natural
hiftory was out of his way ; at laft there came a grave
man, who defired to fee the work, and, without
opening it, told me, that a book of that fize would
never do.

I TueN condefcended to ftep into fhops, and men-
tion my work to the mafters. Some never dealt with

authors;
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authors ; others had their hands full ; fome never had
known fuch a dead time ; others had loft by all that
they had publithed for the laft twelvemonth. One
offered to print my work, if 1 could procure fubferip-
tions for five hundred, and would allow me two hun-
dred copies for my property. 1 loft my patience, and
gave him a kick, for which he has indicted me.

1 can eafily perceive, that there is a combination
among them to defeat my expetations, aud I find it fo
‘general, that T am fure it muft have been long con-
certed * 1 fuppofe fome of my friends, to whom I read
the firft part, gave notice of my defign, and, perhaps,
fold the treacherous intelligence at a_higher price than
the fraudulesce of trade will now allow me for my
book.

InrorM me, Mr. IpLer, what I muft do; where
muft knowledge and indaftry find their recompence,
thus neglected by the high and cheated by the low. I
{ometimes refolve to print my book at' my own expence,
and, like the Sibyl, double the price; and fometimes
am tempted, in emulation of Raleigh, to throw it into
the fire, and leave this fordid generation to the curfes
of pofterity. Tell me, dear IpLer, what I fhall do.

I am, Sir, &c.

No. 57.  Saturday, Méj 12, 1750.

-
—

HERE is fuch difference between the pur-

fuits of men, that one part of the inhabitants of
a great city lives to little other purpofe than to wonder
at thereft. Some have hopes and fears; withes and aver-
fions, which never enter into the thoughts of others,
and enquiry is laborioufly exerted to gain that which
thofe who poflefs it are ready to throw away.

To thofe whoare accuftomed to value every thing
by its ufe, and have no fuch fuperfluity of time or
money as may prompt them to unnatural wants or
capricious emulations, nothing appears more improba-

Vor. I, 1 ble.
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e or extravagant than the love of curiofities, or that

_“defire of accumulating trifles, which diftinguithes many

by whom no other diftin&tion could have ever been
“obtained. | .

He that has lived without knowing to what height
defire may be raifed by vanity, with what rapture
‘baubles are fnatched out of the hands of rival colleCtors,
how the eagernefs of one raifes eagernefs in another,
and one worthlefs purchafe makes a fecond neceffary,
fhay, by paffing a few hours at an au&ion, learn more
tli‘lran can be thewn by many volumes of maxims or
effays. '

Tre advertifement of a fale is a fignal which at
orice puts a thoufand hearts in motion, and brings coa.
tenders from every part to the fcene of diftribution.
He that had refolved to buy no more, feels his con-
ftancy fubdued ; there is now fomething in the cata-
logue which completes his cabinet, and which he was
never before able to find He whofe fober reflections
inform him, that of adding colletion to collection there
is no end, and thatit is wile to leave early that which
muft be lefs imperfect at laft, yet cannot withold him-

. felf from coming to fee what it is that brings fo many
together, and when he comes is foon overpowered By
his habitual paflion ; he is attratted by rarity, feduced
by example, and inflamed by competition. :

WhriLe the fores of pride and happinels are fur-
veyed, one looks with longing eyes and gloomy coun-
tenance on that which he delpairs to gain from
2 vicher bidder ; another keeps his eye with care from
fettiing too long on that which he moft earneftly defires;
and another with more art than virtue, depreciates
that which he values, moft, in hope to have it at an
eafy price.

Tue novice is often furprized to fee what mitute
and upimportant difcriminations increafe or diminifh
value. Anirregular contortion of a turbinated fhell,
which common eyes pafs unregarded, will ten times
tieble its price in the imagination of philofophers
‘Beauty is far from operating upon colletors as upon
Jow and vulgar minds, even where beauty might be

. thought
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thought the only quality that could deferve notice.
Among the fhells that pleafe by their variety of co-
Jours, if one can be found accidentally deformed by a
cloudy fpot, it is boafted as the pride of the collection.
China i3 fometimes purchafed for little lefs than its
weight in gold, only becaufe it is old, tho’ neither lefs
brittle, nor better painted than the modern; and
brown china is caught up with extafy, tho’ no reafon
can be imagined for which it thould be preferred to
common vel%‘els of common clay. :
Tue fate of prints and coins is equally inexplica-
ble. Some prints are treafured up as ineftimably valu-
able, becaute the impreffion was made before thie plate
was finithed. Of coins the price rifes not from the
purity of the metal, the excellence of the workman-
fhip, the elegance of the legend, or the chronological
ufe. A piece, of which neither the infcription can be
read, nor the face diftinguithed, if there remain of it
but enough to fhew that it is rare, will be fought by
contending nations, and dignify the treafury in which
it thall be fhown. .
Wnetner this cumiofity, fo barren of immediate
advantage and fo liable to depravation, does more harm
or good, is not eafily decided. Its harm isapparent at
the firft view. It fills the mind with trifling ambition 5
fixes the attention upon things which have feldom any
tendency towards virtue or wifdom ; employs in idle
enquiries the time that is given for better purpofes ;
and often ends in mean and dithoneft practices, when
defire increafes by indulgence beyond the power of
honelt gratification. 4
Tuese are the effef@s of curiofity in excefs; but
what paffion in excefs will net become vicious ? All in-
different qualities and prattices are bad if they are
compared with thofe which are good, and good if they
are oppoled to thofe that are bad. The pride or the
pleafure of making colleCtions, if it be refliained by
prudence and morality, produces a pleafing remiffion
after mo-e laborious ftudies; furnithes an amufement
not wholly unprofitable, for that part of life, the
greater part of many livels, which would c:»therwifel b&
: 2 0
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loft in idlenefs or vice ; it produtes 4n ufeful traffick
bétwéen the induftry of indigence and thie curiofity of
Wealth ; it brings mdny things €0 nefice that would be
negle&ed ; and by fizing thé thoughes upon intelleQual
pledfures, refiffs the natural ericroachments of fenfu-
ality; #nd maintains the mind in her lawful fuperiority.

No. 58. Saturday, May 19, 17509.

RUDERNCE is of tmore frequent ufe than any
othier initellectual quality ; it is exerted on flight

dtfdﬁ(’)ﬁ's, and called into att by the curlory bufinels of
eémmon life

Whaatevir is univerfally neceffary, has been
granted to mankind én eafy terms. Pridence, as it is
always wanted, is without great dificulty obtained. &
réquites neithier exténfive view nor profound fearch,
but forces itfelf, by fpontaneous impulfe, upon a mind
Tiéittier great Ao buly, neither ingroffed by vaft de-
ﬁgns nor diftratted by mwiltiplicity of attention.

Prupexce operites on life in the farhe manner as
rules on compofition ; it produces vigilance rather than
elévation; rather prevents lofs than procures advan-
tages; and often efcapes mifcarriages, but feldom
réachiés ithier power or bonour. It quéncties that ar-
dour of enterprize; by which every thing is done that
éan claim praife or admiration; ard reprefles that gene-
rous temerity which often fails and oftén fueceeds.
‘Rules may obviate faults, but can never corifer beau-
ties; and prudence keeps life fife, but does not often
fiiake i it happy. The world is not amazed with prodi-
“gies of excellence, but when wit tramples upon rules,
&nid magnammity breaks the chains of pridence.
~ One of the moft prudent of all that have fallen
“within my obfervition, is my old companion Sophron,
“whio has pafed through the world in quiet, by perpe-
fua] adherence té a few plain maxims, and wonders
Bow contention and diftrefs can fo often happen.

Tue
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Tue firft principle of Sophron is to run no haxards.
Tho’ he loves money, he is of opinion, that fragality
is a more certain fource of riches than induftry. " It is
to no purpofe that any profpeét .of large profit is fet
before him ; he believes little about futurity, and does
not love to tiuft his money out of his fight, for nobody
knows what may happen. He has a {mall eftate which
he lets at the old rent, becaufe ¢ it is better to have a
¢ little than nothing ;> but he rigeroufly demands pay-
ment on the ftated day, for ¢ he that cannot pay one
¢ quarter cannet pay twe.” If he is told of any im-

rovements in agriculture, he likes the old way, has
ebferved that changes very {feldom an{wer expettation,
is of opinion that our forefathers knew how to till the

round as well as we ; and concludes with an argument
that nothing can overpower, that the expence of plant-
ing and fencing is immediate, and the advantage di-
fant, and that ¢ he is no wife man who will quit a
¢ certainty for an uncertainty.’

Anorrer of Sophron’s rules is, ¢ to mind no bufi-
¢ nefs but his own.” In the ftate he i3 of no party;
but hears and fpeaks of publick affairs with the fame
coldnefs as of the adminiftration of fome ancient re-
publick. If any flagrant act of fraud or oppreflion is
mentioned, he hopes that ¢ all is not true that is told :
If mifconduét or corruption puts the nation in a flarme,
he hopes that ¢ every man means well” At eleCtions
he leaves his dependents to their own choice, and de-
ciines to vote himfelf, for every candidate is a good
man, whom he is unwilling to oppofe or offend. .

I difputes happen among his neighbours he -ob-
ferves an invariable and cold neutrality. His pun&u-
ality has gained him the reputation of honefty, and his
caution that of wifdom, and few would refufe to refer
their claims to his award. He might have prevented
many expenfive law-fuits, and quenched many a feud
in its firft finoke, but always refufes the office of arbi-
trition, becaufe -he muft decide againft one or the
other. : .

Witn the affairs of other families he is always un-
acquainted. He fees eflates bought and fold, {quan-

' 13 dered
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dered and increafed, without praifing the economitt
or cenfuring the fpendthrift. He never courts the ri-
fing left they fhould fall, nor infults the fallen lefk they
fhould rife again. His caution has the appearance of
virtue, and all who do not want his help praife his
benevolence ; but if any man folicits his ahftance he
has juft fent away all his money ; and when the peti.
tioner is gone declares to his family that he is forry for
his misfortunes, has always looked upon him with par-
ticular kindnefs, and therefore could not lend him mo-
ney, left he fhould deftroy the'r friendthip by the ne-
ceflity of eaforcing payment.

Or domeftic misfcrtunes he has never heard. Wheg
ke is told the hundredth time of a gentleman’s daugh-
ter who has married the coachman, he lifts up his
bands with aftonithment, for he always thought hera
very fober girl.  When nuptial quarrels, after having
filled the country with talk and laughter, at Jaft endin
feparation, he never can conceive how it happened,
for he looked upon them as a happy couple.

Ir bis advice is afked, he never gives any particular
direCHon, becaufe events are uncertain, and he wil
bring ne blame upon himfelf;; but he takes the conful-
ter tenderly by the hand, tells bim he makes his cafe
his own, and advifes him pot to alt rafhly, but to
weigh the reafons on both fides; obferves that a man
may be as eafily too hafty as too flow, and that as
many fail by doing too much as too little; that ‘a
¢ wile man has two ears and one tongue; and that
* little faid is foon amended ;’ that he could tell him
this and that, but that after all every man is the belt
judge of his own affairs. '

Wit this fome are fatisfied, and go home with
great reverence of Sophron’s wildom, and none aie
offended, becaufe every one is left in full poffeffion of
his own opinion. '

SOPHRON gives no charaters. Itis equally vain
to tell him of vice and virtue, for he has remarked
that no man likes to. be cenfured, and that very few
are delighted with the praifes of another. He hasa
few terms which he ufes to all alike. With refpett to.

fortune;,
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fortune, he believes every family to be in good cir-
cumftances; he never exalts any underflanding by
favifh praife, yet he mests with none but very fenfible
people. Every man is boneft and hearty, and every
woman is 2 gaod creature.

Tuus Sophron creeps along, neither loved nor
hated, neither favoured nor oppofed ; he has never
attempted to grow rich for fear of growing poor, and
has raifed no friends for fear of making enemies.

CRGITERYTTIVIRKS NI TTELILTY
No. 59.  Saturday, May 26, 1759.

LEASURE is very feldom found where it is

fought. Our brighteft blazes of gladnefs are com-
monly kindled by wunexpeted fparks. The flowers
which fcatter their odours from time to time in the
paths of life, grow up without culture from feeds
fcattered by chance.

Noruing is more hopelefs than a fcheme of mer-
timent. Wits and bumonits are brought together from
diftant quarters by preconcerted invitations ; they come
attended by their admirers prepared to laugh and to
appland : They gaze a-while on each other, athamed
tobe filent, and afraid to fpeak; every man is dif-
contented with himfelf, grows angry with thofe that
give him pain, and refolves that he will contribute no-
thing to the merriment of fuch worthlefs company.
Wine inflames the general malignity, and changes ful-
leanefs to petulance, till at laft none can bear any lon~
ger the prefence of the reft. They retire te vent their
indignation in fafer places, where they are heard with
attention ; their importance is reftored, they recover
their good humour, and gladden the night with wit
and jocularity. |

MerriMeNT 15 always the effet of a fudden inr-
preflion.  The jeft which is expefted is already de-
firoyed. The moft altive imagination will be fome« °
times torpid, under the frigid inﬁueuce of melancholy,

14 and
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and fometimes occafions will be wanting to tempt the
mind, however volatile, to fallies and excurfions. Ne.
thing was ever faid with uncommon felicity, but by
the co-operation of chance ; and rherefore, wit as well
as valour muil be content to thare its honours with
fortune. e

Arv other pleafures are equally uncertain ; the ge-
neral remedy cf uneafinefs is change of place ; aimott
every one has fome journey of pleafure in his mird,
with which he flatters his expeCtation. He that tra-
vels in theory has no inconveniences; he has fhade
and funthine at his difpofal, and wherever he alights
finds tables of plenty and looks of gaiety. Thefe
ideas are indulged il the day of departure arrives, the
chaife is called, and the progrefs of happinefs begins.

A rew mies teach lum the faljacies of imagination.
The road is dufty, the ajr is fultry, the horfes are
fluggith, and the poftifion brusal. He longs for the
time of dinner that he may eat and reft. Theinnis
crouded, his orders are negle@ed, and nothing re-
mains but that he devour in hafte what- the cook has
fpoiled, and drive on in queft of better entertainment.
He finds at night 2 more commodious hetife, but-the
beft is always worfe than he expeéted. :

He at laft enters his native provinee, and refolves
to feaft his mind with the converfation -of his old
friends, and the recolle@tion of juvenile frolicks. He
flops at the houfe of his friend whom be defigns to
overpower with pleafyre by the unexpe€ted interview.
He is not known tilf he tells his name, and revives the
memory of himfelf by a gradual explanation. He is
then coldly received, and ceremonioufly feafted.  He
haftes away to another whom his affairs have called to
a diftant place, 2nd having feen the empty houfe, goes
away difgufted, by a difappointment which could not
be intended becaufe it could not be forefeen. At the
next houfe ke finds every face clouded with misfor-
tune, and is regarded with malevolence as an unrea-
{onable intruder, who comes not to vifit but to infult

them. .
‘ ' Iz
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It is feldom that we find either men or places fuch.
a6 we expest them. He that has pictured a profpe&
ypon his facy, will recetve little pleafure from his
eyes; he that hes apticipated the convérfation of 2
wit, will wonder to what prejudice he owes his repy-
rtion.  Yet it is neceffary to hope, tho’ hope fhould
always be deluded, for hope itfelf is happipefs, and its
fruftrations, however frequent, are yet lefs dreadful
than its extinCtion.

No. 60.  Saturday, Fune 2, 175 .

S pre—

N the common enjoyments of life, we cannot yery
liberally indulge the prefent hour, but by antici-

pating part of the pleafure which might have relieved
the tedioufnefs of another day; and any uncommon
exertion of ftrength, or perfeverance in labour, is fuc-
ceeded by a long interval of languor and wearinefs.
Whatever advantage we fnatch beyond the certain
portion afiotted us by nature, is like money fpent be-
fore it is due, which at the time of regular payment
will be miffed and regretted. .

Fame, like all other things which are fuppofed te
give or to encreafe happinefs, is difpenfed with the
fame equality of diftribution. He that is loudly praifed
will be clamoroufly cenfured ; bf: that rifes hafhily inze
{ame will be in danger of finking fuddenly into b~
ivion. .

Or many writers who filled their age with- won-
der, and whofe names we find celebrated in the books.
of their cotemporaries, the works are now no longer
to be feen, or are feen only amidf} the lumber of Jibra-
ries which are feldom vifited, where they lie only to
fhew the deccitfulnefs of hope, and the uncertainty of
honout. . _

Or the decline of reputation many caufes may be
affigned. Tt is commonly loft becaufe it never was de-
ferved, and was conferrcdl_at firlt, not by the fuﬁrag?

5 0s-
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of criticifm, but by the fondnefs of friendfhip, or fers.
vility of flattery. The great and popular are very:
freely applauded, but all foon grow weary. of echoing-
to each other 2 name which has no other claim to
notice, but that many mouths are- pronouncing it at
once.

Bur many have loft the final reward of their la-.
bours, becaufe they were too-hafly to enjoy it. Thep-
have laid hold on recent occurrences, and eminent
names, and delighted their readers with allufions and
remarks, in which all were interefted, and to.which all.
therefore were attentive. But the effeft ceafed with.
its caufe; the time quickly- came when new events.
drove the former from memory, when the viciffitudes,
of the world brought new hopes and fears, transferred;
the love and hatred of the public to-other agents, and
the writer whofe works were no longer affiited by gra-
titude or refentment, was left to the cold regard of idle-
curiofity. ‘

Hz that writes upon general-principles, or- delivers
univerfal truths, may hope to be often read, becaufe.
his work vill be equally w'eful. at all.times and in.
every country, but-he cannot expet.it. to be. received
with eagernefs, or to fpread with rapidity, becaufe.
defire can bave no particular ftimulation ; that which.
is to be loved long muft be loved with reafon rather:
than with paffion. He that lays out his labours upon.
temporary fubjeds, cafily finds readers, and quickly
lofes them ; for what fhould make the book valued.
when its fubjet-is no miore.

Trese obfervations wifl fiew the reafon why the-
cem of Hudibras is almoft: forgotten however embel-
ithed with fentiments and diverfified with allufions,,
however bright- with wit, and. however-folid with
truth. The hepocrify which it detefted, and the-
folly which it ridiculed, kave long vanifhed from pub-.

lick-notice. ‘Thafe who had felt the mifchiefs.of dif--
cord, and the tyranny of wfurpation, read it- with.
rapture, for every line brought back to memory fome-
thing known, ard gratified refentment, by. the juft
cenfure of fomething hated,  But the baok which was.

Qack:
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once quoted by princes, and which fupplied conver-
fation to all the affemblies of the gay and witty, is now
{cldom mentioned, and even by thofe that affe to
mention it, is feldom read. So vainly is wit lavifhed
upon fugitive topics, fo little can. architeCture fecure
duration when the ground isfalfe.

No.61.  Saturday, Sune 9, v759.

CRIT ICISM is 2 ftudy by which men grow im~
_ portant and formidable at very fmall expence.
The power of invention has been conferred by nature
upon few, and the labour of learning thofe fciences
which may, by mere labour, be obtained, is too great
to be willingly endured ; but every man can exert fuch
judgment as he has upon the works of others; and he’
whom nature has made weak, and idlenefs keeps igno--
rant, may yet fupport his vanity by the name of a
eritick. _

I nore it will give comfort to great-numbers who:
are pafling thro’ the world in obfcurity, when I inform
them how eafily diftintion may be cbtained. All the:
other powers of literature are coy and haughty, they
muft be long courted, and at laft are not always gained ;-
but criticifm is 2 goddefs eafy of accefs and forward of
advance, who will meet the flow and encourage the:
timorous ;. the want of meaning fhe fupplies with:
words, and the want of fpirit- the recompenfes with:
malignity.

Ta1s profeflion has one recommendation’ peculiar
to itfelf, that it gives vent to malignity without' real
mifchief. No genius was ever blafted by the breath of
criticks. ‘The poifon which, if confined, would have:
burft the heart, fumes away in empty hiffes, and ma-
lice is fet at eafe with very little danger to merit. ‘The
critick is the only man whofe triumph is without ano-
ther’s pain, and whofe greatnefs does not rife upon:
another’s tuip,

Te
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To aftudy at once fo eafy and fo feputable, fo ma-
licious and fo harmlefs, it cannot be neceffary to invite
my readers by a long or laboured exhortation ;' it 4s
fufficient, fince all would be c-iticks if they could, fo
fhew by one eminent example that all can‘be eriticks if
they will ‘ T

DICK MINIM, after the common courfe of pue-
rile frudies, in which he was no great proficient, was
put apprentice to a brewer, with whom he had lived
two years, when his uncle died in the city, and left him
a farge fortune in the ftocks. Dick had for fix months
before ued the .company of the lower players, of
whom he had learned to fcorn a trade, and being now
at liberty to follow lis genius, he refolved to be a
man of wit and humour. 'That he might be propetly
mitizted in his new charaer, he frequented the coffee-
boufes near the theatres, where he liftened very dili-
gently day, after day, to thofe who tatked of language
and fentumnents, and unities and cataftrophes, till by
fow degrees ke began to think that he underftood
fomething of the ftage, and hoped in time to talk
himfelf. :

But ke did rot trut {o much to natural fagacity,
as wholly to negle&t the help of books. When the
theatres were fhut, he retired to Richmond wiih a
few felec writers, who'e opinions he imprefled upon
his memory by unwearied diligeace ; and when he re-
turned with other wits to the town, was able to tefl,
in very proper phrales; that the chief bufinefs of artis
to copy nature ; that a perfe@ writer is not to be ex-
peted, becaufe genius decays as judgment increafes;
that the great art is the art of blotting, and that ac-
cording te the rule of Horace every piece fhpuld be
kept ning years. ' ' .

Or the great authors ke now began to difplay the
chara®ters, laying down as an univerfal pofition that
all had beauties and defes. His opinion was, that
Shakefpear, committing himfelf wholly to the impute
of nature, wanted tf%at corre@nefs which learning
would have given him; and that Johofon trufting to
learning, did not fufficiently caft his eye on natUItIe.

8
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He blamed the ftanza of Spenfer, and could not- bear
the hexameters of Sidney. Denham and Waller he
held the firft reformers of Englith aumbers, and thought
that if Waller could have obtained the ftrength of
Denham, or Denham the fweetnefs of Waller, there
had been nothing -wanting to complete a poet. He
often exprefled his commiferation of Dryden’s poverty,
and his indignation at the age which fuffered him to
write for bread ; he repeated with rapture the firft
lines of ALL vor Love, but wondered at the cor-
ruption of tafte which could bear any thing fo uana-
tural as rhyming tragedies. In Otway he found un-
coinmon powers of moving the paflions, but was dif-
gufted by his general negligence, and blamed him for
making a conipirator his hero ; and never concluded
his ditquifition, without remarking how happily the
found of the clock is made to alarm the audience.
Southern would have been his favourite, but that he
mixes comick with #ragick {cenes, intercepts the natural
courte of the pafiions, and fils the mind with a wild
confufion of - mirth and melancholy. The verfification
of Rowe he thought too melodious.for the ftage, and
too little varied in different paffions. He made it the
great fault of Congreve, that all his perfons were wits,
and that he always wrote with more art than nature.
He confidered Cato rather as a poem than a play,
and allowed Addifon to be the complete mafter of al-
legory and grave humour, but paid no great deference
-to him as a critick. He thought the chief merit of
Prior was in his eafy tales and lighter poems, tho’ he
allowed that his Solomon had many noble fentiments
elegantly exprefled. In Swift he difcovered an inimit~
able vein of irony, and an cafinefs which all would
hope and few would attain  Pope he was inclined 1o
degrade from a poet to a verfifier, aud thought his
numbers rather lufcious than [weet. He often lament-
ed the negle& of Phzdra and Hippolitus, and withed

to {ee the ftage under better regulations. _
Tuese affertions pafled commonly uncontradiGed ;
and if now and then an opponent ftarted ap, be was
quickly repreffed by the fuffrages-of the <:qr111:van)lr\,/I and
- Minim
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Minim went away from every difpute with elation of
beart and increafe of confidence.

HE now grew confcious of his abilities, and begay
to talk of the prefent flate of dramatick poetry ; won.
dered what was become of the comick genius which
fupplied our anceftors with wit and pleafantry, and
why no writer could be found that durlt now venture
beyond a farce. He faw no reafon for thinking that
the vein of humour was exhaufted, fince we liveina
country where liberty fuffers every character to fpread
itfelf to its utmoft bulk, and which therefore produces
more originals than all the reft of the world together,
Of tragedy he concluded bufinefs to be the foul, and
yet often hinted that love predominates too much upon
the modern fiage.

He was now an acknowledged critick, and had his
own feat in the coffee-houfe, and headed a party in
the pit. Minim has mere vanity than ill-nature, and
feldom defires to do much mifchief; he will perbaps
murmur a little in the ear of him that fits next him,
but endeavours to influence the audience to favour, by
clapping when an aftor exclaims ye gods, or laments.
the mitery of bis country.

By degrees he was admitted to rehearfals, and many
of his friends a:e of opinion, that our prefent poets
are indebted to him for their happieft thoughts; by bis.
contrivance the bell was rung twice in Barbaroffa, and:
by his perfufion the author of Cleone concluded his
play witbout a couplet; for what can be more abfurd,.
faid Minim, than that part of a play thould be rhymed,.
and part written in blank verfe? and by what acquii-
tion of faculties is the fpeaker who never could find
thymes before, enabled o thyme at the conclufion of:
ap att!

He is the great inveftigator of hidden. beauties,
and is particularly delighted when he finds ¢ the found:
¢ an echo to the fenfe.” He has read all our poets with.
particular attention to this delicacy of verfification, and
wonders at the fupinenefs with which their works
have been hitherto perufed, fo that no man has found:
the found of a drum in this diftich,

" Whes
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« When pulpit, drum ecclefiaftic,
« Was beat with fit inftead of a flick ;;

and that the wonderful lines upon honour and a bubble:
pave hitherto paffed withone notice.

« Honour is like the glafly bubble,

« Which cofts philofophers fuch trouble,

« Where one part crack’d, the whole does fly,.
« And wits are crack'd to find out why.”

In thefe verfes, fays Minim, we have two. ftriking ac-
commodations of the found to the fenfe. It is impof-
fible to. utter the two lines emphatically without an
a&t like that which they defcribe ; bubble and trouble
caufing a momentary inflation of the cheeks by the re-
tention of the breath, which is afterwards forcibly.
emitted, asin the pratice of blowing bubbles. But
the greateft excellence is in the third line, which is
crack'd in the middle to.exprefs a crack, asd.then fhi-
vers into monofyllables. Yet has diamond lain neg-
Jefted with common ftones, and among the innumer-
able admirers of Hudibras, the obfervation of this fuper-
lative paffage has been referved. for the fagacity of
Mintmn,

29Tl ISRGSTAVIIRI S AT Er &S
No. 62,  Satarday, Tuue 16, 1759.

l\/" R. Miniy had now advanced himfelf to the-
1 zenith of a critical reputation ; when he was in
the pit, every eye in the boxes was fixed upon him,
when he entered his coffee- houfe, he was furrounded
by circles of candidates, who pafled their noviciate of
literarure under his. tuition; his opinion was afked by
all who had no opinion of their own, and yet loved to
debate and decide : and. no compofition. was fuppofed
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to pafs in fafety to pofterity, till it had been fecured by
Minim’s approbation.

MINIM profeffes great admiration of the wifdom
and munificence by which tke academies of the conti-
nent were raifed, and often withes for fome ftandard of
tafte, for fome tribupal, to which merit may appeal
from caprice, prejudice, and malignity. He has
formed a plan for an academy of criticifm, where every
work of imagination may be read before it Is printed,
and which thail authoritatively dire® the theatres what
pieces to teceive or reje@, to exclude or to revive.

Sucs aninftitution would, in Dick’s opinion, {pread
the fame of Englith literature over Europe. and make
London the metropolis of elegance and politenefs, the
place to which the learned and ingentous of all coun-
tries would repair for inftru¢tion and improvement,
and where nothing wouid any longer be 2pplauded or
endured that was not conformed to the niceft rules,
and finithed with the highett elegance.

Tivw fome happy conjunciion of the planets fhail
diipofe cur [ptinces or minitters to nake themfelves iin-
‘mortal by fuch an acacemy, Mintm contents him{elf1o
prefide four nightsin a week in a critical fociety fele®ed
by himfelf, where he is heard without contradiction,
and whence his judgmert is daiffeminated through the
great vulgar and the fizil,

Waex he is placed in the chair of c:iticifm, he
declares loudly for the noble funplicity of our anceftors,
in oppofition to the petty refinements, and ornamental
luxuriance.  Soimetimes he is {funk tn defpair, and per-
ceives falfe delicacy daily goining grouad, and {ome-
times brightens his countenance with a gleam of hope,
and predi@s the revival of the true fublime. He then
fulminates his loudeft cenfures againft the monkith bar-
barity of rhyme; wonders how beings that pretend to
reafon, can be pleafed with one line always ending like
another ; tells how upinftly and unnaturally fenfe is
facrificed to found ; how often thebeft thoughts are
mangled by the neceﬁity of confining or extending
them to the dimenfions of a couplet; and rejoices that

-genius has, in our days, thaken off the thackles wlﬁcl‘ll
ad:
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pad encumbered it fo long.  Yet he allows that thyme
may {ometimes-be borae, if the lines be often broken,
and the paufes judicioufly diverfified.

From blanil( verfe he makes an eafy tranfition te
Milton, whom he produces as an example of the flow
advance of lafting reputation. Milton i the oply
writer whofe books Minin can read for ever without
wearinefs. What caufe itis that exempts this plea-
fure from {atiety he has long and diligently enquired,
and believes it to confilt in the perpetual variation of
the numbers, by which the ear is gratified and the at-
tention awakened. 'The lines that are commoniy
thought rugged and unmufical, he conceives to have
been written to temper the melodious luzury of the
reft, or to exprefs things by a proper cadence; for he
{carcely finds a werfe that has not this favourite beau-
ty; he declares that he could fhiver in 2 het-houfe
when he reads that

“ the ground
“ Burns frore, and cold performs th’ effeét of fire”

and that when Milton bewails his blindnefs ; the verfe

“ So thick a drop ferene has quench’d thefe orbs.”

has, he knows not how, fomething that ftrikes him
with an obfcure fenfation like shat which he fancies
would be felt from the found of darknefs.

Minim is not fo confident of his rules of judgment
as not very eagerly to catch new light from the name
of the author. He is commonly fo prudent as to fpare
thofe whom he cannot refift, unlefs, as will fometimes
happen, he finds the publick combined againft them.
But a freth pretender to fame he is firongly inclined to
cenfure, ’till his own honour requires that he commend
him. “Till he knpws the fuccels of a compolition, he
intrenches himfelf in general terms; there are fome
new thonghts and beautifu) paffages, but there is like-
wife much which he would have advifed the author
fo expunge. He hds feveral favourite epithets, of
which he has never fettled the meaning, but which are

very commodioufly applied to books which he has n?it
‘ read,
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read, or cannot underftand. One is manly, another s
dry, another ftiff, and another flimzy ; {ometimes he
difcovers delicacy of ftyle, and fometimes meets with
fitange expreflions.

Hz is never fo great, or fo happy, as when a youth
of promifing parts is brought to receive his directiony
for the profecution of his ftudies. He then putson a
very ferious air ; he advifes the pupil to read none but
the beft authors, and, when he finds one congenial to
his own mind, to ftudy his beauties, but avoid his
faults, and, when he fits down to write, to confider
how his favourite author would think at the prefent
time on the prefent occafion. He exhorts him te catch
thofe moments when he finds his thoughts expanded
and his genius exalted, but to take care left imagination
hurry him beyond the bounds of nature. He holds
diligence the mother of fuccefs, yet enjoins him, with
great earneltnefs, not to read more than he can digeft,
and oot to confufe his mind by purfuing ftudies of
contrary tendenciés. He tells him, that every man
has his genius, and that Cicero could mever be a poet,
The boy retires illuminated, refolves to follow his ge-
nius, and to think how Milton would have thought;
and Minim feafts upos his own beneficence till anather
day brings another pupil.

-

No. 63.  Saturday, Fune 23, 1759.

To the D L ER.

S,

N opinion prevails almoft univerfally in the
_A world, that he who has money has every thing.
"This is nat 2 modern parados, orthe tenet of 2 {mall
and obfcure fe, but a perfuafion which appears to
have operated upon moft minds in all ages, and which
is fupported by authorities fo numerous and fo cogg;;
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that nothing but long experience could have given me
confidence to queftion its truth.

But experience is the teft by which all the phile-
fophers of the prefent age agree, that {peculation muft
be tried ; and I may be therefore allowed to doubt the
power of money, fince I have been a long time rich,
and have not yet found that riches can miake me
happy- : :

My father was a farmer, neither wealthy nor in-
digent, who gave me a better education thao was fui-
table to my birth, becaufe my uncle in the city defig-
ned me for his heir, and defired that I might be bred
a gentleman. My uncle’s wealth was the perpetual
{ubje® of converfation in the houfe; and when any
litle misfortune befel us, or any morufication dejefted
us, my father always exhosted me to hold up my
head, for my uncle would never marry.

My uncle, indeed kept his promife. Having his
mind completel%' bufied between his warehoufe and
the change, he felt no tedioufnefs of life, nor any want
of domeftick amufements. When my' father died he
received me kindly ; but, after a few months, finding
ro great pleafure in the converfation of each other,
we parted, and he remitted me a fmall annuity, on
which I lived a quiet and ftudious life, without any
wifh to grow great by the death of my benefaGtor.

Byt tha' I never fuffered any malignant impatience
to take hold on my mind, 1 conld not forbear fome-
times to imagine to myfelf the pleafure of being rich;
and when I read of diverfions and magnificence, re-
folved to try, when time thould put the trial in my
power, what pleafure they could afford.

My uncle, in the latter {pring of his life, when his
ruddy cheek 2ad his firm nerves promifed him a long
and healthy age, died of an apoplexy. His death gave
me neither joy nor forrow. He did me good, and I
regarded him with gratitude ; but I could not pleafe
bim, and therefore could not love him,

He had the policy of little minds, who love to fur-
prize; and having always reprefented his fortune as
kefs than jt was, had, Ifuppofe, often gratified hixnfeg

wit
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with thinking, how T fhould be delighted to find my.
felf twice as rich as I expe@ed. My wealth was fuch
as exceeded all the {chemes of expence which | hag
formed, and I foon began to expand my thotghts, and
Jook round for fome purchafe of felicity.

Tue moft firiking effe® of riches is the fplendour
of drefs, which every man has obferved to enforce ref-
pett, and faciiitate reception; and my firft defire was
to be fine. I fent for 2 taylor who was employed by
the nobility, and ordered fuch a {uit of cloaths as | had
often looked on with involuntary {ubmiffion, and am
afhained to remember with what flutters of expectation
I waited for the hour when | thould iffue forth inall
the fplendour of embroidery. The cloaths were brought,
and for three days I obferved many eyes turned to-
wards me as 1 paffed: but 1 felt myfelf obfructed ia
the common intercourfe of eivility, by an uneafy coa-
{cioufnefs of my new appearance ; as I thought myflf
more obferved, I was more anxious about my mien
and behaviour ; and the mien which is formed by caze
is commonly ridiculous. A thort time accuftomed me
to myfelf, and my drefs was without pain, and with-
out pleafure. :

For alittle while I tried to be a rake, but I bega
too late; and having by nature no turn for a frolick,
was in great danger of ending in a drunkard. A fever,
in which not one of my companions paid me a vifit,
gave me tince for refleCtion. I found that there was
1o great pleafure in breaking windows and lying in the
round-houfe ; and refolved to affociate no longer with
thofe whom, tho’ I had treated and bailed them, I
could not make friends.

I trex changed my meafures, kept running hor-
fes, and had the comfort of feeing my name very of-
ten in the news. [ had a chefhut horfe, the grandfon
of Childers, who won four plates, and ten bye-match-
es; and a bay filly, who carried off the five years old
plate, and was expefted to perform mueh greater ex-
ploits, when my groom broke her wind, becaufe 1 hag-
pened to carch him felling oats for beer. This happi-
nefs was foon at an end ; there was no pleafure when

I lOﬁ:
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I loft, and when T won I could not much exalt myfelf
by the virtues of my horfe. 1 grew athamed of the
company of Jockey Lords, and re.olved to fpend no
more of my time in the ftable.

It was now known that [ had money and would
{pend it, and | paffed féur months in the company of
archite@s, whole whole bufinefs was to perfuade me
to build 2 houfe. 1 told them that I had more room
than I wanted, but could not get rid of their importu-
pities. A new plan was hrought me every morning ;
till at laft my conftancy was overpowered, and I be-
gan to bild. The happine(s of building latted but a
lirtle while, for though I love to fpend, 1 hate to be
cheated; 4nd 1 foon found that to build is to be
robbed. :

How I proceed in the purfuit of happinefs, you
fhall hear when I find myfelf difpofed to write.

Iam, Sir, &c.
Tim. Ranger,

TR ok S DRSS R R ST TS0 2T,
No. 64. Saturday, June 30, 1759,

H [ natural progrefs of the works of men is
fromh rudenefs to convenience, from conve-
nience to elegance, and from elegance to nicety.

Tue firft labour is enforced by neceflity. The fa-
vage finds hinifelf incommoded by heat and cold, by
rain and wind ; he fhelters bimfelf in the hollow of a-
rock. and learns to dig a cave where there was none
before. He finds the fun and the wind excluded by
the thicket, and when the accidents of the chace, or
the convenience of pafturage leads him into more open
places, he forms a thicket for himfelf, by planting
ftakes at proper diftances, and laying branches from
one to another.

Tue next gradation of fkill and induftry produces
a houfe, clofed with doors, and divided by partitions é

an
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and apartments are multiplied and difpofed according
to the various degrees of power or invention; ip.
provement fucceeds improvement, as he that is freed
from a greater evil grows impatient of a lefs, till eafe
in time 1s advanced to pleafure.

Tre mind fet free from the importunities of nan.
ral want, gains leifure to go in fearch of fuperfluoys
gratifications, and adds to the ufes of habitation the de.
lights of proipe€t. Then begins the reign of fymme.
try ; orders of architeCture are invented, and one part
of the edifice is conformed to another, without any
other reafon than that the eye may not be offended.

THe paffage is very thort from elegance to luzury.
Tonick and Corinthian columns are fcon fucceeded by
gilt cornices, inlaid floors, and petty ornaments, which
fhew rather the wealth than the tafte of the poffeffor.

Lancuace proceeds, like every thing_ elfe, thro'

improvement to degeneracy. The rovers who firft
take poffeffion of a country, having not many ideas,
and thofe not nicely modified or difcriminated, were
~contented if by general terms and abrupt fentences they
could make their thoughts known to one another ; 1
life begins to be more regulated, and property to be-
come limited, difputes muft be decided and claims ad-
jufted ; the ditferences of things are noted, and di-
ftin@nefs and propriety of expretlion become neceffary.
In time, happinefs and plenty give rife to curiofity, and
the {ciences are culuvated tor eafe and pleafure; to
the arts which are now to be taught, emulation foon
2dds the art of teaching ; and the ftudious and ambi-
tious contend not only who thall think beft, but who
fhall tell their thoughts in the moft pleafing manner.

Trev begin the arts of rhetorick and poetry, the
regulation of figures, the feleCtion of words, the mo-
dulation of periods, the graces of tranfition, the com-
plication of claufes, and all the delicacies of ftyle and
fubtilties of compofition, ufeful while they advance
perfpicuitv, and laudable while they increafe pleafure,
but eafy to be refined by needlefs fcrupulofity #ill they
fhall more embarrafs the writer than affift the reader

or delrght him.
® Tre
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Tue firft ftate is commonly antecedent to the prac-
tice of writing ; the ignorant effays of imperfett dic-
tion pafs away with the favage-generation that uttered
them. No nation can trace their language beyond the
econd period, and even of that it does not often hap-
pen that many monuments remain. ‘

Tue fate of the Englifh tongue is like that of others,
We know nothing of the fcanty jargon-of our barba-
rous anceftors, but we have (pecimens of our language
when it began to be adapted to civil and religious pur-
pofes, and find it fuch as might naturally be expetted,
artlefs and fimple, unconneCted and concife. The
writers feem to have defired little more than to be un-
derftood, and perhaps feldom afpired to the praife of
pleafing. ‘Their verfes were confidered chiefly as me-
morial, and therefore did not differ from profe but by
the meafure or the rhyme.

In this ftate, varied a little according to the differ-
ent purpefes or abilities of writers, our language may
be faid to have continued to the time of Gower, whom
Chaucer calls his mafter, and who, however obfcured
by his fcholar’s popularity, feems juftly to claim the
honour which has beea hitherto denied him, of fhew-
ing his countrymen that fomething more was to be de-
fired, and that Englith verfe might be exalted into

oetry.
d F RJTOM the time of Gower and Chaucer, the Eng-
lith writers have ftudied elegance, and advanged their
language, by fucceflive improvements, to as much
harmony as it can eafily receive, and as much copiouf-
nefs as human knowledge has hitherto required. Thefe
advances have not been made at all times with the
ame diligence or the fame fuccefs. Negligence has
fufpended the courfe of improvement, or aifetation
turned it afide; time has elapfed with little change,
of change has been made without amendment. But
elegance has been long kept in view with attention as
near to conflancy as life permits, till every man now
endeavours to excel others in accuracy, or outfhine
them in (plendour of ftyle, and the danger is, left care
hould too foon pafs to alfectation.
No, 63.
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No. 65. Saturday, Fuly 7, 1750.

To the IDLER

SIR

S nature has made every mman defirous of hap-

pine(s, I flatter myfelf, that you and your rea-
dérs cannot but feel fome curiofity to know the fequel
of miy ftory ; for tho’ by trying the different fchemes
of pleafure, I have yet found nothing ini which I could
finally acqeiefce; yet the narrative of my at-
tempts will not be wholly without ufe, fince we al-
ways approach nearer to truth as we dete&t more and
more varieites of error.

Waexn [ had fold my racers, and put the orders of
architecture out of my heid, my next refolution was
to be 2 fine gentleman. I frequented the polite coffee-
houfes, grew acquainted with all the men of humour,
and gained the right of bowing familiarly to half the
nobility. In this new fcene o%. life my great labout
was to learn to faugh. [ had been ufed to confider
laughter as the effet of merriment, but I {foon learned
that it is one of the arts of adulation, and from laugh- -
ing only to fhew that 1 was pleafed, I now began to
laugh when 1 withed to pleafe. This wasat firft very
difhcult. I {ometimes heard the ftory with dull indif-
ference, and not exalting myfelf to merriment by due
gradations, burft out fuddenly ioto an aukward noife
which was not always favourably interpreted. Some-
times [ was behind the reft of the company, and loft
the grace of laughing by delay, and fometimes _when}
began at the right time was deficient in loudnefs or 1
length. But by diligeat imitation of the beft models,
I attained at left fuch flexibility of mufcles, that I was
always a welcome auditor of a ftory, and got the re-
putation of a good natured fellow. .

HIS
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Turs was fomething, but much more was to be
done, that I might be univerfally allowed to be a fine
gentleman. I appeared at court on all publick days;
betted at gaming tables, and played at all the routs of
eminence. 1 weat every night to the opera, took a
fdler of difputed  merit under my protetion, became
the head of a mufical fattion, and had fometimes con-
certs at my own houfe, I once thought to have at-
tained the higheft rank of elegance, by taking a foréign
finger into keeping. But my favourite fidler contrived
to be arrefted on the night of a concert for a finer fuit
of cloaths than I had ever prefumed to wear, and I foft
all the fame of patronage by refufing to ba.ll him.

My next ambition was to fet for my piGure. I
fpent a whole winter in going from paiater to painter,
to befpeak a whole length of one, and a half length of
another ; I talked of nothing but attjtudes, draperies,
and proper lights ; took my friends to fee the pictures
aiter every fitting ; heard every day of a wonderful
performer in crayons and miniature, and fent my pic-
tures to be copied; was told by the judges that they
were not liké, and was recommended to other artifts.
At leagth, being not able to pleafe my friends I grew
lefs pleafed myfelf, and -at laft ‘refolved to think pe
more about it. B

It was impoffible to five in total idlenes; and
wandring about in fearch of fomething to do, I was
invited to a weekly meeting of virtuofos, and felt
myfelf inftantaneoufly feized with an unextinguithable
ardour for all natural curiofitiés.. I:ran from aucion
to au&ion, became a critic in fhells and foflils, boight
2 Hortus ficcus of ineftimable value, and purchafed a
fecret art of preferving infets, which made my collec-
tion the envy of the other philofophers. I found this
pleafure mingled with much vexation. All the faults
of my life were for nine months circulated thro’ the
town with the moft ative malignity, becaufe I hap-
pened to. catch @ moth of peculiar variegation ; and
becaufe [ once out-bid all the lovers of fhells and care
‘tied off 2 Nautilus, it was hinted that the validity of
wy uncle’s will ought to be difputed. I will not deny

Vor. 1L K- that
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that I was very proud both of the moth and of ‘the
thell, and gratified thyfelf with the envy of my com.
panions, perhaps more than became a benevolent be-
ing. But in time I grew weary of being hated for
that which produced no advantage, gave my fhells tg
¢hildren that wanted play things, and fuppreffed the
art of diying butterflies, becaule I wotld not tempt
idlenefs and craelty to kitl-them. ' -

. I xow began 10 feel life tedious, .and" withed tg
ftore myfelf with friends, with whom I might grow
old in the interchange of benevolence. I 'had obferved
that popularity was moft eafily gained by an open ta-
ble, and therefore hired a French cook, furnithed my
fide-board with -giear miagnificence,* filted iy -cellar
with wines of pompous appellations, bought’ every
thing that was déar before it was good, and mvited al
thofe who weré moft famous ‘for judging of 2 dinner,
In three weeks my .cook gave me warning, and, upoa
énquiry, told me that lord Queafy, who dined with
mie the day before, had fent him an offer of double wa-
ges. My pride prevailed, I raifed his wages, and invi-
ted his lordthip tonorher featt. 1 love plain'meat, and
vias therefore foonl- wedry of fpreading a table of which
I could ‘not partike: “T'found that my guefts when
they went away, criticifed their entertainment, and cen-
fured my profufion ; my ‘cook thought himfelf necel-
fary, and took upon him the dir’egion of the houfe,
and I could not rid myfelf of flatterers, or break from
flavery, but. by fhutting up my houfe, and declaring
iny réfolutioh to live.inlodgings. ~*~ - '

Agrer all this, tell me, dear IpLer, whit T muft
do mext; I have health, I have money, and Hope that
I tiaveé underftanding ; yet, with all thefe, Ihave ne-
ver yet been able to pafs a fingle day which I did nat
with at anend before fun-fet. Tell me, dear IDLER,
what | fhall do. "l am .

: . ‘ " Your hnmble fervant,

- ITiMRiNGER

. -No. 66.
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No. 66. . Saturday, July 14, 1750.

. HE fequel of Clarendon’s hiftory, at laft hap-
T pily publifhed, is an acceffion to Englifh litera-
fire equally agreeable to the admirers of elegance and
the lovers of truth ; many doubtful fats may now be
afcertained, and many queftions, after long -debate,
may be determined by decifive authority. He that re«
cords tranfa@tions in which himfelf was engaged, ‘hag
not enly an opportunity. of knowing inhumerable parti-
culars which elcape fpectators, but has his natural
powers exalted by that ardour which -always rifes at
the remembrance of our own importance, and by which
every man is enabled to relate his own ations better
than another’s. g -

Tue difficulies thro’ which this work has ftruggled
into light, and the delays with which our” hopes bave
been long mocked, naturally lead the mind to the con-
fideration of the common fate of pofthumous compo-
fitions.

H:e who fees himfelf furrounded by admirers, and
whofe vanity is hourly feafted with all the luxuries of
fludied” praife, is ealily perfuaded that his influence
will be extended beyond hislife ; that they who cringe
in his prefence will reverence his memory, and that
thofe who are proud to be numbered among: his
friends, will endeavour to vindicate his choice by zeal
for his reputation. . S

Wirs hopes like thefe, to the executors of Swift
was committed the hiftory of the laft years of -queen
Anne, and to thofe of Pope the ‘works which-¢feftain-
ed unprinted in his clofet. 'The' performances:of Pope
wete burnt by thofe whom he had ‘pethaps’ fele®ted
from all mankind as moft likely to publifh thein ;-and
the hiftory bad likewife perithed, had not a ftraggling
trapfcript fallen into bufy hands. L

Kz ' THE
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Tue papers left in the clofet of Peirefc fupplied

his heirs with a whole winter’s fuel, and many of the
labours of the learned bithop Lloyd were confumed m
the kitchen of his defcendants.

-~ SowmE ‘works, indeed, have efcaped total deftrudti-

on, but yet have had reafon to lament the fate of or-
pbans expofed to the frauds of unfaithful guardians,

-How Hale would have borne the mutilations which
his Pleas of the Crown have fuffered from the Editor,
they who know his character will eafily conceive.

Tue original copy of Burnet’s hiftory, tho’ promi-
fed to fome publick * library, has been never given;

_and who then can prove the fidelity of the publication,
when the authenticity of Clarendon’s hiftory, tho® prin-
ted with the fanCtion of one of the firft univerfities of
the world, had not an unexpected manufcript been
happily difcovered, would, with the help of fattious
credulity, have been brought into queftion by the two

_loweft of all human beings, a feribler for a party, and
-a-commiflioner of Excife ?

VaniTy is often no lefs mifchievous than negli-
gence or difhonefty. He that poffeffes a valuable ma-
sufcript, hopes to raife its efteem by concealment,
and delights in the diftinttion which he imagines him-
felf to ebtain by keeping the key of a treafure which
he neither afes nor imparts. From him it falls to fome
other owner, lefs vain but more negligent, who confi-
ders it as ufelefs lumber, and rids himfelf of the io-
cumbrance.

YeT there are fome works which the authors muft
confign unpublifthed to pofterity, however uncertain
be the event, however hopelefs be the truft. He that

writes the hiftory of-his own times, if he adheres ftea-

_ dily to truth, will write that which his own times wilt

. not efily endure. He muft be.content to repofite his
‘bosk till all private patfions fhall ceale, and love and
hatred give way to curiofity. ' '

® 1t would be proper to repcfite, in fome publick place, the
manufcript of Clarendon, which has oot efcaped all fufpicion of

- aithful publication. g
buT
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But many leave the labour of half their life to.
their executors and to chance, becaufe they will not
fend them abroad unfinithed, and are unable to fnith.
them, having prefcribed to themfelves fuch a degree
of exaétnefs as human diligence fcarcely can attain;
Lloyd, fays Burnet, ¢ did not lay out his learning with:
¢ the fame diligence ashelaid it in’ He was always
hefitating and enquiring, raifing objetions and remov-'
ing them, and waiting for clearer light and fuller dif~
covery. Baker, after many years paft in biography,
left his manufcripts to be buried in a library, becaufe
that was imperfect which could never be perfefted.

Or thefe learned men let thofe who afpire to the
fame praife, imitate the diligence and avoid the feru-
pulofity. Let it be always remembered that life ig
fhort, that knowledge is endlefs, and that many doubts
deferve not to be cleared. Let,thofe whom- nature
and ftudy have qualified to teach mankind, tell us
what they have learned while they are yet able to. tell
it, and truft their reputation only to. themfelves.

*5: 3PS TESTAVIIY D 20T
No. 67. Saturday, fuly 21, 1756. . ‘

Q complaint is more frequently repeated among,

the learned, than that of the wafte made by,

time among the labours of antiquity. Of thofe wha

once filled the civilized world with: their renown no-

thing is now left but their names, which are left only

to raife defires that never can: be fatisfied, and forrow:
which never can be comforted.

Hap all the writings of the ancieats been faithfully
delivered down from age to age, had the Alexandrian
library been fpared, and the Palatine repofitories
remained unimpaired, how much might we have
known of which we are now doomed to be ignorant ;
how many laborious enquiries, and. dark conjeftures,
how many collations of broken hiats and mutilated pai-

fages might have been fpared. We fhould have known.
K3 the:
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the fucceflions of princes, the revolutions of empire,
the a&ions of the great, and opinions of the wife, the
laws and conftitutions of every flate, and the arts by
which public grandeur and happinefs ate acquired and
preferved.  We fhould have traced the progrefs of
Iife, feen colonies from diftant regions take poffeffion
of European deferts, and troops of favages fettled into
communities by the defire of keeping what they had
acquired ; we thould have traced the gradations of -
vility, and travelled upward to the original of thifgs
by the light of hiftory, till in remoter times it had glim-
mered in fable, and at laft funk into darknefs.

Ir the works of imagination had been lefs diminifh-
ed, it is ikely that all futere times might have been
fupplied with inexhauftible amufement by the hitions
. of agtiquity. The tragedies of Sophocles and Euri-
pdes would have théwn' all the ftronger paflioas in all
their diverfities, and the comedies of Menander would
have furnithed 2l the maxims of domeftic [ife. No-
taing would have been neceffary to moral wifdom but
to have ftudied thefe great mafters, whofe knowledge
would have guided doubt, and whofe authority would
have filenced cavils. :

SucH are the thoughts that rife in every ftudent,
when his curiofity is eluded, and his fearches are fruf-
trated : yet it may perhaps be doubted, whether our
complaints are not fometimes inconfiderate, and whe-
ther we do not imagine more evil than we feel. Of
the ancfents, enough remains to excite our emulation,
and dire® our endeavours. Many of the works which
time has left us, we know to have been thofe that
were moft efteemed, and which antiquity itfelf confi-
dered as models ; {0 that baving the originals, we may
without much regret lofe the imitations. The obfcu-
ziry which the want of contemporary writers often pro-
daces, only darkens fingle paflages, and thofe com-
monly of flight importance. The general tendency of
every piece may be known, and tho’ that diligence de-
ferves praife which leaves nothing unexamined, yet Ha

mifcarriages are not much to be lamented ;. for thftt:
S | mo
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moft ufeful truths are always univerfal, and ungon~
netted with accidents and cuftoms. ‘

Sucx is the general confpiracy of human nature:
againft contemporary merit, that if- we had inherited-
from antiquity enough to afford employment for the
laborious,. and amufeaent for the idle, I know not
what room -would. have beep left for modern geniug
or modern induftry ; almoft every fubje&t would have.
" been pre-occupicd, and gyery, fyle would have been
fixed by a precedent from which few would - have ven-
tured to depast.  Every writer would have had a ri-:
yal, whofe fuperiority, was already scknowledged, and:
to whofe fame hjs work. would, even. before it was-’
feen, be marked outfor a facrifice: . .

. We fee how listle-the united experience of mankind
has been able to add to:the heroic charafters difplay~-
ed by Honier, dnd how few-incidents the fetile ima--
gination of modern Italy has yet produced, which may
pot be found. i’ the {liad and. Odyfley:  It’is likely,
that if all- tie works of the Athenian philofophers had
Been extant,. Malbranche and Locke would have been
consdemried td:be. flent readérs of the antient Metaphy-
ficianis ; and, it id gpparent, thatif the old writers had.
all:remained, the InLEg-¢ould . not have written a dif~
quifition oa the lofs. L o

No. 68. Sawrday, Yy 28, wisg.

.
PEY

_. To the-1D L ER.
STR,. . ol i

] N- the obfervations which. you" have made on' the
| vrious opinions and purfitits of mari#i.n’d;', you muft
often, .in.- literary- converfations, have met with mea-
who confider diffipation :as.the great enemy of the in-
telle®; and maintain, that in proportion as the ftudent
. K 4- . keeps:
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keeps himfelf within the bounds of a fettled plan, he

will more certainly advance in fcience.

THis opinion is, perhaps, generally true; :yet,
when we contemplate the inquifitive nature of the hu-
man mind, and its perpetual impatience of all reftraint,
it may be doubted whether the faculties may not be
contraled by confining the attention ; and whether it
may not fometimes be proper to rifque the certainty of
Brtle for the chance of much ~ Acquifitions of know-
Jedge, like blazes of genius, are bften fortuitous.
Thofe who had propofed to themfelves-a methodical
courfe of reading, light by accident on a new book;
which fefzes their thoughts and kindles their curiofity;
and opens an unexpeéted profpe®, fo which, the way
which they had prefcribed to themfelves would never
have condu&ed them. - - :

_ To inforce and illuftrate my meaning, -1 have fent
vou a journal of three days employment, found among
the papers of a late intimate acquaintance; who, a3
will plainly appear, was 2 man of vaft defigns, aad of
vaft performances, tho’ he fometimes- defigned -one
thing and performed another. -I allow that the Spec.
tator’s inimitable produ&ions of this- kind ‘may. well dif-
courage all fubfequent journalifts ; but as the fubject
of this is different from that of any which the.Spe€ta-
tor has given us, I leave it to you to publith or fup-
prefs it. ' :

“« Mem. Tre following three days I propofe to.
give up to reading ; and intend, after all the delays
which have obtruded themfelves upon me, to finifh
my Effay on the extent of the Mental Powers ; to re-
vife my treatife on Logick ; to begin the Epick which
I have long projeCted; to proceed in my perufal of
the Scriptures with Grotius’s Comment ; and at my
leifure to regale myfelf with the works of clafficks, an-
cient and modern, and to finith my Ode to Aftronomy.

 Monday.] Desicnep torife at fix, but; by my
fervant’s jazinefs, my fire was not lighted before eight;
when I dropped into a flumber that lafted till nine;
at which time I rofe, and, after breakfaft, at ten fat
down to ftudy, propofing to begin upon my Eﬂ-?i

‘ ut
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but finding occafion to confult a paffage in Plato, was*
abforbed in the perufal of the Republick dill twelve,
I had neglefted to' forbid company, and riow enters:
Tom Carelefs, who, after. half an-hour’s chat; infifted
upon: my going with him to-enjoy an dbfurd” charac-
ter, that he had appointed, by an- advertifenicnt to:
meet him at a-particular coffec-houfe. After we had
for fome time entertained ourfelves with him, we fal-
fied out, defigning each to repair to his home ; ‘but,.
as it fell out, coming up in the ftreet to'a man, whofe:
fteel by his fide declared him a butcher, we overheard:
him opening an addrels to a genteelith fort of young,
lady, whom he walked with: « Mifs, tho® yourfa--
“ ther is maffer of a coal-lighter, and you® will' bé" a:
« great fortune, 'tis tiue; yet | wifli I may bé cut in--
“ to quarters if it is not only love,. and not liicre of
“ gain, that is my motive for offering terms of mar-
“ riage.”’. As this lover proceeded in his fpeech, he
mifled us the length of three ftreets, in admiration at-
the unlimited power of the tender paflion, that could:
foften even the heart of a butcher. We then adjours-
ed to a tavern, and from thence to one of the publick.
gardens, where I was regaled with a2 moft amuling va-

riety of men poflefling great talents, fo difcolouted .

by affeCtation, that they only made them eminently ri--
diculous ; fhallow things; who, by continual diffipa--
tion; had ‘annihilated the few idéas nature had given:
them, and.yet were celebrated for wonderful pretty
gentlemen: “Young ladies extolled for their wit; be-
caufe they were bandfemé ;. illiterate emply ‘wormen?
as well as men, in high life, admired for their know™- -
ledge, from their being refolutely pofitive ;.and -wo--
men of real underftanding fo far froni pleafing the po-
lite million, that they frightened ‘thei away, and ‘were-
left folitary. 'When we quitted this entertairiing fcent, -
Tom prefled me; irrefiftibly, to- fué:‘ with him. I
reached home at twelve, and then' refleCted, that tho™
indeed " I"had, by remarking . vdricus charatters,’ im-
proved my infight into -htman nature; yet il f had
negleted. the ftudies propofed, and accordingly took
upmy_treatife on Logick, IED give it the intended revi-

. ﬁl}“r

/
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fal, but found my fpirits too much agitated, and could
not forbear a few fatyrical lines, under the title of the
Evening’s Walk. ,

*% Tuoefday.] At breakfalt, feeing my Ode o
‘Aftronomy lying on my dek, I was flrack with a train
of ideas, that I thought might eontribute to its jm-
‘provement. | immediately rung my'beli to forbid all
vifitants, when my fervant opened the door, with,
“ Sir, Mr. Jefiry Gape.” My cup dropped out of
one hand, and my poem out of the other. I could
{fcarce afk "him to ﬁgo, he told me he was going to
-walk, but as there was a likelihood of rain, he would
fit with me ; he [zid he intended at firft to have cal-
led at Mr. Vacant’s, but as he had not feen me a great
ﬁ'hgle, 'he did not mind coaring out of his way to wait
on me; I made him a bow, but thanks for the favour
ftuck ia my throat: I afked him if he had been to
the coffee-houfe. He replied two houss.

. % Uxper the oppreffion of this dull interruption,.
T fat looking Wiﬂlﬂlﬁj at the clock ; for which, to in-
creafe my fatisfaction, I.bad chofen the infcription,.
Artis Jong and Lifeis fhort ; exch_anging queftions and
anfwers at Jong intervals, and not without fofne hints,
that the weather-glafs promifed fair weather. At half
an hour after three he told me he would trefpafs on.
me for a dinner, and defired me to fend to his houle
for a bundle of papers, about inclofing a common up--
on his eftate, which he would fead to me in the even-
ing. I declared myfelf bufy, and Mr. Gape weat
away. - o
“ Having dined, to compofe my chagrin I took.
up Virzil, and feveral other clafficks, but could not
calm: my mind, or proceed in my fcheme. At about-
five I [aid my hand on a bible that lay on my table, at
fitft with .ocldnefs and infenfibility ; but was impércep-
tibly éhg&g&:d in a clofe attention to its fublime mora-
lity, and telt . my heart expanded by warm philanthro-
py> andgxalied to dignify of fenfiment : 1 then cen-.
{fured my too great follicitude, 2nd my- difguft con-
ceived at my acquaintance, who had beéd fo far’ f{om-.
defigning to offend, that he only meang to thew lnndf;-
‘ iia
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nefs and refpet.  In thlS ftrain of mind I wrgtean Ef-
fay on Beneml,ence, and.an Eleﬂv an . fublanar
appointments. . When ,l had finithed thefe, at ¢ gven,
1 fupped; and.. recollefted haw kirtle 1 bad:  3dbered 0 -

my plan, and almoft queftloned the poffibility: of pur-
fuing any-fettled and uniform defi ign; however; 1 was
-not {o far perfuaded of the truth of thefe fuggeftions, -
but that 1 refolved to try once morg at -my icheme.
As 1 obferved “the moon fhining thee" my "window, -
from a calm and bright {ky fpangled with innumerable -
ftars, I indulged a-pléafing meditation ' on the: fplendid :
fcene, and finithed my. Ode to Aftronomy.

“ Wednefday.] Rosn at feven, and employed -
‘thiree iours in - perufal of the Scnptures wrth Gro- -
tius's Comment ;. and after, breakfalt . fell -into medita- -
tion coneerning my' projected Epick ; and beingin fome -
doubt 43:te the particular lives of fome heroes,. whom -
I propbfediio celebrate;! I confulved Bayle-and Mereri, -
and was edgaged two hiours in-examining -vasiaus lives -
and charaters, but then:refolved to.gaito my employ-
“ment. - When I was' feated at my detk, and began to -
“feel the glowing. fucceflion of poetical ideas, my fer-
- vant brought me a letter from a lawyer, requiring sy -
inftant attendance at Gray’s Inn for half an howr, I
went-full of vexation,: and was involved:in:bufine(s tj}{ -
eight'at .night; and then, :heing too muchfa!lgﬂcd 40
: {’cudy, fupped, and weattobed.”

-Here' my-friends journal. ‘conclides, whwh ‘per- -
‘hapsis'pretty muchia:picture of. the manndr in which
many profecute their-ftudies.: I therefore refolved to
fend it you, imagining; that if you think it: worthy of
appearing in your paper, fome pf your readets may re-

. cetve entertainment. by ‘recognizing a referablance he-
twéen my friend’s condutt and their 'own. - It:muft be -
left to-the IpLER accurately to aleertsin the propers me-
theds of: advancmg in’ literature ; but- this one pofi-
tion, 'deducible from what has. been faid above, may,
I think, be reafonably-afferted, that he who finds him-
felf ﬁrongly attracted to any particular fudy, tho’ it -
may happen tobe out. of his propofed fcheme, if 3t is

R
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pot trifling or vicious, had better continue his appli-
cation to 1t, fince it is likely that he will, with much
more eafe and expedition, attam that'whicha warm in
clination flimulates him to purfue, than- thas-at whick
a prefcribed law compells him to.toil. - reo

I am, &c

‘
2N

No. 6. Saturday, Jughft 4, 1750.

‘A MONG the-ftudies which have exerciled the
ingenious and the learned for-mere than three
-centuries, rone has been more diligently or ‘more fuc-
cefsfully cultivated than. the art of traniletion ;. by
which the impediments which bar the way. to fcienge:
are, infome meafure, removed, 2nd the multiplicity.of

langpages becomes lefs incommodions. - .. - .
Or “every other kind of - writing the ancients have-
left us models.which all fucceeding ages have laboured.
to imitate; but tranflation may jw lyﬁx claimed by the-
moderns as their own. In the firft ages of the world:
jnftruétion: was commonly oral and learning,traditio~
nal, and.what was not written could not: be: tranf]ated.
When alphabetical writing . made the i copueyance, 'of
epinions and the tranfmiffion of events morg eaff and
certain, literature did: nat flourifh jn. more than one:
cotatry atonce, or diftant nations had little commerce:
with each other ; and thofe few whom curiofity fent
abroad in queft of improvement, delivered their acqui~
fitions in- their own manner,. defirous perhaps_to. be:
confidered as the inventors of that which, they bad

learned from others. o
Tra Greeks for 2 time travelled .into Egypt, but
they tranflated no books from.the Egyptian language ;:
- and when. the Macedonians had overthrown. the em-
pire’ of Perfia, the countries that became- fubjeé- to.
Grecian dominian fludied only, the Grecian literature..
“The books of the conquered nations, if they had any:
;7 among:
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among them, funk into oblivion; Greece coafidered
herfelf as the miftrefs if not as the parent of arts, her
Janguage cantained all that was fuppofed to be known,
and, except the facred writings of the Old Teftament, -
1 know not that the library of Alexandria adopted any
thing from. a.foreign tongue. T
Tue Romans confeffed themfelves the fchalars of
the Greeks, and donot appear to have expetted, what
has fince happened, that the ignorance of fucceeding
ages would prefer-them to their teachers. Every man
who in Rome afpired to the praife of literature, thought .
it necedfary to learn Greek, and had no need of verfions:
when they could ftudy the originals. Tranffation,.
however, was not wholly negleted. Dramatick po-
ems could be underftood by the peoplein. no-language-
but their own, and the Romans were fometimes-enter~
tained with the tragedies of Euripides and the come--
dies. of Menander.. Other works were fometimes at--
tempted ;. in an old Scholiaft there is mention of a [atin:
lliad, and we have not wholly loft Tully’s verfion of «
the poem. of Aratus;. but it does not appear thay any
man. grew eminent. by interpreting another, and ‘per--
. haps 1t was more frequent to tranflate for exercife or.
amufement, than for fame. -
Tae Arabs were the firlt nation who-felt the ar--
dour of tranflation ;. when:they bad. fubdued thé ‘eaf-
tern provinces of the Greek empire, they found. thejr-
captives wiler than themfelves, and made hafte: to-re-.
lieve their wants by imparted knowledge. They dif-
covered that many might grow wife by the labpur of'a.
few, and that improvements might be made with fpeed,
when they had. the knowledge of foriner ages in. their.
own. language. 'Thep therefore- made. hafte to. lay
hold on inedicine and philofophy, and turned their
chief authors into Arabick  Whether they attempted.
the poets is not known.; their literary zeal was veke-
ment, but it was ‘fhort, and. probably. expired before-
they had;time to.add the-arts of elegance to. thofe of
neceflity. : . : '
‘Tue ftudy of ancient literature was interrupted in.
Burape by the irruption of the northern nations, who.
i | fubverteds
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fubverted the Roman empire, and-ereted new king..
doms with new languages.' Itis not ftrange, that fuch:
confufion fhould fufpend literary attention ; ‘thofe who.
loft, and thofe whogained dominion, had immediate diffy-
eulties to encounter and immediate miféries toredrefs;and,
-badlittle leifure, amidft the violence of war; the trepida:
tion of flight, the diftreffes of forced migration, .or the-
tumults of unfettled conqueft, to enquire after {pecula--
tive truth, to enjoy the amufement of imaginary ad..
ventures, to know the hiftory of former ages, or ftudy-
the events of any other lives. But no {oorer had- this
‘chaos of dominion funk fnto order, than learning be-
“again to flourith in the calm-of peace.” Whén
life and poffeflions were fecure, torivenience and éii-
joyment were foon fought, learning was-found the
‘higheft gratification of the. mind, and tranflation be--
‘came one of the means by which it was imparted.
. ATt laft, by a concurrence of many: caufes, ‘the:Eu-
“ropean world was rouzed from its lethafgy. . thofe ats.
‘which hid been . long obfcurely ftadied jn" the gloom
- of monaflteries became the general favourites of . man-
kind ; every nation vied With its neighbour for- the-
prize of learning ; the eptdemical emulition fpread:
from fouth to north, and cutiofity and tranflation found:
their way to Britam. o :

L. CRIA XNy o ¥ _‘.(’-,,“_ R '::.. of® 4 “y W

No. 70.  Saturday, ﬂ'lgﬂﬂ‘ by l759

E that reviews the progrefs of Englith literature,
H will find thattranflation-was very eardy cultivat-
"ed among us, but that fome principles, either wholly
erroneous or too far extended, hindered our. fuccefs
fiom being always equal to our diligence.. =~
CHAUCER, who is generally confidered: a5 the
father of our poetry, has léft a verfion of ¢ BoeTIus
“-on the comforts of philofophy, the book which .
feems to bave been the . favourite of the middle al%iisi \
) ‘ VW, "
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which had been tranflated into Saxon by king Alfred,.
and illuftrated with 2 copious comment afcribed to.
Aquinas. It may be fuppofed that Chaucer would ap-
ply more than' common attention to an auther of fo.
much celebrity, yet has attempted nothing higher than
a verfion ftrictly literal, and has degradeg the poetical
parts to profe, that the conftraint of verfification might
not obftrut his zeal for fidelity. - .

CAXTON taught us typography about the year
14g0. The firft book printed in Englith was a tranfla-
tion. Caxton was both the tranflator and printer.of the
¢ Deftruction-of Troy, a book, which, i that infancy
of learning, was confidered as the beft account of the
fabulous ages, and which,. tho’ now driven out of no-
tice by authors of no greater ufe or value, ftill conti-
nued to be read in Caxton’s Englith to-the beginning
of the prefent century. :

CAXTON proceeded as he began, and except the:
poems of Gower and Chaucer, printed nothing but:
tranflations frof the French, in which the original i
fo fcrupulonfly ‘followed, that they atford us: little:
knowledge of -our own language ; tho’ the: words: are:
Englith the phrafe is foreign. - o

As learning advanced, new works were adopted isto .
our language ; but I think with little improvement of
the art of tranflation, tho’ foreign nations and: other:
languages offered us models of a better method ;* tillin.
the age ‘of Elizabeth we-began to-find that greatet li-
berty was neceffary to elegance, and that ejegance was
neceflary to general reception ; fome effays were then
made upon the Italian poets which-deferve the praif
and gratitude of pofterity. :

Bur the old prafice was not fuddenly forfaken ;
Holland filled the nation with literal tranflation, and,
what is yet more ftrange, the fame exaltnefs was ob-
ftinately pra®tifed in- the verfiens of the poets. This
abfurd labour of conftruing into thyme was connge- .
nanced by Jobnfon in his verfion of Horace; and whe-
ther it be that more men have learning than genius, or
‘that the egdeavours of that time were more direted:.
towards knowledge than delight, the accuracy of

| ” | . Johafon.
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ohnfon found more imitators than the elegance of
airfax ; and May, Sandys, and Holiday - confined
themfelves to the toil of rendering line for line, not in-
deed with equal felicity, for May and Sandys were
poets, and Holiday only a {cholar and a critick.
FELTHAM appears to confider it as the eftablif.
ed law of poetical tran{lation, that the lines fhould be
neither more nor fewer than thofe of the original, and
fo long had this prejudice prevailed, that Denham
praifes Fanfhaw’s verfion of Gaurini as the example-of
2 ¢ new and neble way,’ as the firft attempt to break
the boundaries of cuftomrand affert the natural free.
dom of .the mufe. i
- In the general emulation of wit and genius whick
the feftivity of the reftoratien produced, the poets
_ fhook off their conftraint, and confidered tranflation as
no longer confined to fervile clofenefs. But reforma-
tion is feldom the work of pure virtue or unaffifted:
reafon. ‘Tranflation was improved more by accident
than convittion. The writers of the foregoing age
bad at Jeaft learning equal to their ‘genius, and being:
often more able to explain the fentiments or illuftrate
the allufions of the ancients, than to- exhibit ‘their
Paces and transfufe their fpirit, were perhaps willing:
ometimes to.conceal their want of poetry by profu-
fion. of literature, and. therefore tranflated literally,.
that their fidelity. might fhelter their infipidity or harfh-
pefs. The wits of Charles’s time had feldom more
than {light and fuperficial views, .and their care was to-
hide their want of learning behind the colours of a gay
imagination ; they therefore tranflated always with-
freedom, fometimes with licentioufnefs, and perhaps
ed that thieir readers thould accept fpritelinefs for
knowledge, and confider-ignorance and miftake as the-
 impatience and negligence of a_mind too rapid to- ftop-
at difficulties, and too elevated to. defcend . to-minute-
nefs. .
Trus was tranflation made more eafy to the. wri-
ter, and more delightful to the reader ; and there is no-
wonder if eafe and pleafure have found their advocates.
"The paraphraflic liberties have been almoft univ:crlgly“
. N ' ‘ N~
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admitted, and Sherbourn, whofe learning was eminent
and who had no need of any excufe to pafs flightly
over obfcurities, is the only writer who in later times
has attempted to juftify or revive the ancient feverity.

Tuere is undoubtedly a mean to. be obferved.
Dryden faw very early that clofenefs beft preferved
zn author’s fenfe, and that freedom beft exhibited his
(pirit ; he therefore will deferve the higheft praife wha
can give a reprefentation at once faithful and pleafing,
who can convey the fame thoughts with the fame
races, and who when he tranflates changes nothing

Eut the language.

No. 71. Saturday, Auguft 18, 1759.

EW faults of ftyle, whether real or imaginary,
excite the malignity of a more numerous clafs of
readers, than the ufe of hard words,

Ir an author be fuppofed to involve his thoughts in
volustary obfcurity, and to obftru@, by unneceffary
difficulties, a mind eager in purfuit of truth; if he
writes ‘not to make others learned, but to boaft the
learning which he poffefles himfelf, and withes to be
admired rather -than underftood, he counteradts the
firft end of writing, and juttly fuffers the utmoft feveri-
ty of cenfure, or the more afflitive feverity of neglet.

But words are only hard to thofe who do not un-
derftand them, and the critick ought always to en-
quire, whether he is incommoded by the fault of the
writer, or by his own. _

Every author doés not write for every reader ;
many queftions are fuch as the illiterate part of man-
kind can have neither intereft nor pleafure in difcuffing,
and which therefore it would be an ufelefs endeavour
to level with common minds, by tirefome circumlocu-
tions or laborious explanations ; and many fubjeéts of
general ufe may be treated in a different manner, as

the book is intended for the learned or the ignorant,
Diffu-
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Diffufion and explication are neceffary to- the inftruc.
tion of thofe who, being neither able nor accuftomed
to think for themfelves, can learn only what is exprefily
taught; but they who can form parallels, difcover
confequences, and multiply conclufions, are beft pleaf:
ed with involution of argument and compreffion of
thought ; they defire only to receive’ the ‘feeds of
knowledge which they may branch out by their owp
power, to have the way to truth pointed out which
they can then follow without a guide.

Trre guardian dire@®s one of his pupils ¢ to think
¢ with the wife, but fpeak with the vulgar.” This is
a precept {pecious enough, but not always prallicable,
Difference of thoughts will produce difference of lan
guage. He that thinks with more extent than another,
will want words of larger meaning'; he that thinks
with more fubtilty, will feek for terms of more nice dif-
crimination ; and where is the wonder, fince words.
are but the fmages of things, that he who never kaew
the originals fhould not know the copies?: - . , -

. YET vanity inclines us to find faults. any where 2.
- ther than in ourfelves: He that reads, and: grows so
wifer, feldom fufpefts his own deficieney y bus coms
plains of hard words and obfcure fentences, and afks
why books are written which cannot be underftood,

Amonc the hard words which are-no longer to be
ufed, it has been long the cuftom to number terms of
art. ¢ Every man (fays Swift) is. more able to-explain
¢ the fubje& of an art than its profeffors ; a farmer will
¢ tell you, in two words, that he has broken his leg;
“ but a furgeon, aftera long difcourde, fhall leave you as
¢ ignorant as you were before.” This could only bave
been faid by fuch an exact obferver of life, in gratifi-
cation of malignity, or in oftentation of acatencfs
Every hour produces inftances of the neceflity of terms
of art. Mankind could mever confpire in uniform af-
feQation ; it is not but by neceflity that every fctence
and every trade has its peculiar language.: They that
content themfelves with general ideas may reft in gene-
ral terms; bus thofe whofe ftudies or employments

force them upon clofer infpetion, muft have names fof
part
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particular parts, and words by which they may exprefs
various modes of combination, fuch as none but them-
{elves have occalion to confider.

ArrisTs are indeed fometimes ready to fuppofe
that none can be ftrangers ta words to which themfelves
are familiar, talk to an incidental enquirer as they talk
to one another, and make their knowledge ridiculous
by injudicious obtrufion. ~ An art cannot be taught but
by its proper terms, but it is not always neceffary ta
teach the art.

Trnar the vulgar exprefs their thoughts clearly is
far from true; and what perfpicuity can be found
among them proceeds not from the eafinefs of theix
language, but the fhallownef; of their thoughts He
that fees a building asa common fpeftator, Contents
himfelf with telating that it is.great or little, mean of
fplendid, lofty or low ; all thefe words ate intelligible
and common, but they convey no diftinét or limjted
ideas ; if he attempts, without the ternjs of architec-
ture, to delineate the parts, or enumerate the ornas
ments, his narration at once. becomes _unintelligible,
The terms, indeed, generally difpleafe, becaufe they
are underftood by few ; but they are little nnderftood
only becaufe few, that look upon an edifice, examine
its parts, or analyfe its columns into their membets.

" Tae ftate of every other art is the fame; a5 it is
curforily furveyed or accurately examined, different
forms of expreffion become proper. In morality it is
one thing to difcufs the niceties of the cafuift, and ano-
ther to direét the praftice of common life. In agri-
culture, he that inftrults the farmer to plough and
fow, may convey his notions without the words which
he would find neceflary in explaining to philofophers
the procefs of vegetation; and if he, who has nothing
to do but to be honeft by the thorteft way. will- per-
plex his mind with fubtile fpecylations ; or if he whofa
tafk is to reap and thrath will not be contented without
examining the evolution of the feed and circulation: of
the fap, the writers whom eicher fhall confuit are very
little to be blamed, tho' it fhould: fometimes happen

that they are read in vain.
No. 72.
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No. 72. Satardiy. Auguft 25, 1759,

ICK SHIFTER was born in Cheapfide,

and having paffed reputably thro’ all the claffes
of St. Paul’s fchool, has been for fome years a ftudent
in the temple. He is of opinion that intenfe applica-
tion dulls the faculties, and thinks it neceffary to tem.
per the feverity of the law, by books that engage the
mind but do not fatigue it. He has therefore made a
copious colleftion of plays, poems, and romances, to
which he has recourfe when he fancies himfelf tired
with ftatutes and reports, and he feldom enquires very
nicely whether heis weary or idle. | o

DICK has received frem his favourite authors very
ftrong impreflions of a country life; and tho’ his fur-,
theft excurfions have been to Greenwich on one fide,
and Chelfea on the other, he has talked for feveral
years, with great pomp of language and elevation of
fentiments, about a ftate too high for contempt and
too low for envy, about homely quiet and blamelefs:
fimplicity, paftoral delights and rural innocence.

His friends who had eftates in the country often
invited him to pafs the fummer among them, but fome-
thing or other had always hindered him, and he con-
fidered, that to refide in the houfe of another man,
was to incur 2 kind of dependence, inconfiftent with
that laxity of life which he had imaged as the’ chief

ood.
8 Tui1s fummer he -refolved to be happy, and pro-
cured a lodging to be taken for him at a folitary houfc,
fituated about thirty miles from London, on the banks
of a fmall river, with corn fields before it, and a.hill
on each fide covered with wood. He concealed the
place of his retirement that none mighe violate his ob~
fcurity, and promifed himfelf many a happy day when
he fhou!d hide himfelf among the trees, and contem-

plate the tumults and vexations of the town. - i
E
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He ftepped into the poft-chaife with his heart beat-
ing and his eyes fparkling, was conveyed thro’ many
varieties of delightful profpedts, faw hills and mea-
dows, corn fields and pafture {ucceed each other, and
for four hours charged none of his poets with fition
or exaggeration. He was now within fix miles of hap-
pinefs, when having never felt fo much agitation be-
fore, he began to with his journey at an end, and the
faft hour was paft in changing his pofture, and quar-
reling with his driver.

Av hour may be tedious but cannot be long ; he at
length alighted at his new dwelling, and was received
a3 he expefted ; he looked round upon the hills and
rivulets, but his joints were fiff and his mufcles fore,
and his firft requeft was to fee his bed-chamber.

He refted well, and afcribed the foundnefs of his
fleep to the flillnefs of the country. He expefted
from that time nothing but nights of quiet and days of
rapture, and as foon as he had rifen, wrote an account
of his new ftate’to one of his friendsin the temple.

Dear Franx, :
‘ I NEVER pitied thee before. I am now as I
* 1 could with every man of wifdom and virtue to -
¢ be, in the regions of calm content and placid medita-
“%ion; with all the beauties of nature folliciting my
* notice, and all the diverfities of pleafure courting
‘ my acceptance ; the birds are chirping in.the hedges,
“ and the flowers blooming in the meads; the breeze
“ is whiftling i the woods, and the fun dancing on
* the water. I'canmow fay with truth, that a man
* capable of enjoying the purity of happinefs, is never
. more bufy than in his hours of leifure, nor ever lefs

* folitary than in a place of {folitude.

¢ Iam, dear Fxank, &c.'

Whren he had fent away his letter, he walked into
the wood with fome inconvenience from the furze that
pricked his legs, and the briars that fcratched his face ;
heat laft fat down under a tree, and heard with great
delight a thower, by which he. was not wet, rattling

: among
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among the branches; this, faid he, 13 the true ima
of obfcurity, we hear of troubles and commotions, byt
never feel them.

His amufement did not overpower the calls of ns.
ture, and he therefore went back to order his dipper,
He knew that the country produces whatever is eatea
or drank, and imagining that he was now at the fource
of luxury, refolved to indalge himfelf with daintie
which he fuppofed might be procured at a price next
to nothing, if any price at all was expe@ed; and ia.
tended to amaze the rufticks with his generofity, by
paying more than they would afk. Of twenty dithes
which be named, he was amazed to find that fcarce
one was to be had, and heard with aftonithment and
indignation, that all the fruits of the earth were fold
at a higher price than in the ftreets of London.

His meal was fhort and fullen, and he retired again
to his tree, to enquire how dearnefs could be confiftent
with abundance, or how fraud fhould be pratifed by
fimplicity. He was not fatisfied with his own fpecu-
‘lations, and returning home early in the evening went
a while from window to window, and found that he
wanted fomething to do. A

He enquired for a news-paper, and was told that
farmers never minded news, but that they could fend
for it from the ale-houfe. A meflénger was difpatched,

.who ran away at full fpeed, but loitered an hour be-
hind- the hedges, and at laft coming back with his feet

- purpofely bemired, inftead of exprefling the gratitude
which Mr. Shifter expeted for the bounty of a fhilling,
faid that the night was wet, and the way dirty, and e
hoped that his worlhip would not think it much to
give him half 2 crown. - R

DICK now went to bed with fome abatement  of
his expeQations ; but fleep, | know not how, revives
our hopes and rekindles our defires He rofe earlyin
the morning, furveyed the landfcape, and was pleafed,
He walked out, and paffed from field to field, without
obferving any beaten path, and wondered that he bad
not feen the fhepherdefles dancing, nor heard the fwains

' piping to their flocks. ]
: At
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At laft he faw fome reapers and harveft-women
st dinner.  Here, faid he, are the true Arcadians, and
advanced courteoufly towards them, as afraid of con-
fufing them by the dignity of his prefence. They ac-
knowledged his fuperigrity by no other token than that
of atking him for fomething to drink. He imagined
that he had now purchafed the privilege of difcourfe,
and began to defcend to familiar queftions, endeavour-
ing to accommodate his difcourfe to the grofinefs of
ruftick underftandings. ‘The clowns foon found that
he did not know wheat from rye, and began to defpife
him ; one of the boys, by pretending to fhew him a
bird's neft, decoyed him into a ditch, and one of the
wenches fold him a: bargaia.

Tuis walk had given him no great pleafure, but he
hoped to find other rufticks lefs coarfe of manners,
and lefs mifchievous of difpofition. Next morning he
was accofted by an attorney, whb told him, that unlefs
he made farmer Dobfon fatisfattion for -trampling his
grafs, he had orders to indit him. Shifter was offend-
ed but not terrified, and telling the attorney that he
was himfelf a lawyer, talked fo volubly of pettifoggers
and barraters that he drove himaway.

Finpine his walks thus interrupted, he was inclined
to ride, and being pleafed with the appearance of 2
horfe that was grazingin a neighbouring meadow, en
quired the owner, who warranted him found, and
would not fell him, but that he was too fine for a plin
man. -Dick paid down-the price, and riding out to
enjoy the evening, fell with his new horfe into 2 ditch ;
they got out with -difficulty, and as he was going to
mopnt again, o countryman looked at the horfe and
perceived him to be blind, Dick went ta the feller,
and demanded back his money ; but was told, . that a
man who rented his ground muft do the beft for him-
feif, .that his landlord had his rent tha’, the year was
barren, and that whether: horfes had eyes. or no, he
thould fell them to the higheft bidder.

SHIFTER now began‘to be tired with ruftick fim-
plicity, and-on the fifth day took pofleflion again of his

_ chambers,
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chambers, and bad farewell to the regions of calm cop.
tent and placid meditation.

No.%3. Saturday, September 1, 1750,

————

M EN complain of nothing more frequently thay
of deficient memory; and indeed, every one
finds that many of the ideas which he defired to retain
have flipped irretrieveably away ; that the acquifitions
of the mind are fometimes equally fugitive with the
gifts of fortune ; and that a fhort intermiffion of atten-
ti;: more certainly leflens - knowledge than impairs an
eftate. . T
~ To affift this weaknefs of our nature many methods
have been propofed, all of which may -be juftly fuf-
ed of being ineffectual ; for no art of memory,
however its effets have been boafted or admired, has
been ever adopted into general ufe, nor have thofe
who poffefled it, appeared to excel others in readinefs
of recalletion or multiplicity of attainments.

Taere is another art of which all have felt the
want, tho’ Themiftocles only confefled it. We fuffer
equal pain from the pertinacious- adhefion of .unwel-
come images, as from the evanefcence of thofe which
are pleafing and ufefal; and it may be doubted whe-
ther we fhould be more benefited by the art of memory
-or the art of fortgetfulnes. . : .

’ Foa&g\:rrvmsss' is' neceffary to remembrance.
Ideas aré retained by renovation of that imnprefion
'which time is-always wearing away, and which new
images are ftriving to obliterate. If ufelefs thoughts
c[c[::ﬁl be expelled from the mird, all the valuable parts
of our knowledge would more frequently recur, and
every recurrence would reinftate them in their former
place. ‘ - ‘

It isimpoflible to confider, without fome regret,
bow much might have been learned, or how much
smight have been invented by-a rational and vigorous

applica-
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application of time, ufelefsly or painfully paffed in the
revocation of events, which have left neither good nor
evil behind them, in grief for misfortunes either re- -
paired or irreparable, 1n refentment of injuries known
only to ourfelves, of which death has put the authors
beyond our power.

Puirosorny has accumulated precept upon pre-
 cept, to warn us againft the anticipation of future ca-
Jamities. Al ufelefs mifery is certainly folly, and he .
that feels evils before they come may be defervedly cen- -
fured ; yet furely to dread the future is more reafon-
able than to lament the paft. The bufinefs of life is
to go forwards ; he who fees evil in profpet meets it
in his way, but he who catches it by retro{pection turns
back to find it. 'That which is feared may fometimes
be avoided, but that which is regretted to-day may be
regretted again to-morrow.

.RecreT is indeed ufeful and virtuous, and not only
allowable but neceflary, when it tends to the amend-
ment of life, or to admonition of error which we may
be again in danger of committing. But a very fmall
part of the moments fpent in meditation on the paft,
produce any reafonable caution or falutary forrow.
Moft of the mortifications that we have fuffered, arofe
from the concurrence of local and temporary circum-
ftances, -which can never meet again ; and moft of our
difappointments have fucceeded thofe expeftations,
which life allows not to be formed a fecond time.

I would add much to human happinefs if an art
could be taught of forgetting all of which the remem-
brance is at once ufelefs and afflitive, if that pain
which never can end in pleafure could be driven total-
ly away, that the 'mind might perform its functions
without incumbrance, and the paft might no longer
encroach upon the prefent. ,

LirtLe can be done well to which the whole
mind is not applied ; the bufinefs of every day calls for
th'e day to which it is afigned, and he will have no
leifure-to regret yefterday’s vexations who refolves not
to have a new fubject of regret to-morrow.

Vou. IL L Bur
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Bur to forget or to remember at pleafure, g
equally beyond the power of man. Yetas memory
may be affifted by method, and the decays’ of know.
ledge repaired by ftated times of recollettion, fo the

ower of forgetting is capable of improvement. - Rea-
fon will, by a refolute eonteft, prevail over imagi-
nation, and the power may be obtained of .transferring
the attention as judgment fhall diret. :

Tre incurfions of troublefome thoughts are often
violent and importunate; and it is not ea{y to a mind
accuftomed to their inroads, to expel them immediately
by putting better images into motion ; but this enemy
ot quiet is above all others weakened by every.defeat
the refleCton which has been once overpowered dnd
ejelted, feldom returns with any formidable vehemence.

EuprLoymeNT is the great inftrument of intélle€tual
dominion. The mind cannot retire from its enemy
into total vacancy, or turn afide from one-objeft but
by paffing to another. 'The gloomy and the refentful
are always found among thofe who have nothirig to do,
or who do nothing. We muft be bufy abont good or
evil, and he to whom the prefent offers nothing, will
often be looking backward on the palt. - - -

No. 74. Saturday, September 8, 1750.

HA'T every man would be rich if a with could
obtain riches, is a pofition, which, 1 believe few
will conteft, at leaft in a nation like ours, in which
commerce has kindled an univerfal emulation of wealth,
and in which money receives all the honours which
are the proper right of knowledge and of virtue.
YeT tho’ we areall labouring for gold as for the chief
gocd; and, by the natural effort of unwearied diligence,
have found many expeditious methods of obtaining it,
we have not been able to improve the art of ufing 1,
or to make it produce more happinefs than it afforded,

in former (imes, when every declaimer expatiated on-
its
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its mifchiefs, and every philofopher taught his followers
to defpife it. , , B
Mawny of the danpers imputed of old to exorbitant
wealth, are now at an end. ‘The rich are neither
waylaid by robbers, nor watched by informers ; there
is nothing to be dreaded from profcriptions, or feizures.
The neceffity of concealing treafure has long ceafed ;
no man now needs counterfeit mediocrity, and con-
demn b plate and jewels to caverns and darknefs, or
feaft his mind with the confcioufnefs of clouded fplen-
dour, of finery which is ufelefs till it is thewn, and
which he dares not fhew. ' '
Ix our time the poor are ftrongly tempted to af-
funie the appearance of wealth, but the wealthy very
rarely defire to be thought poor; for we areall at full
liberty to difplay riches by every mode of oftentation.
We fill our houfes with ufelefs ornaments, only to
fhew that we can buy them; we cover our coaches
with gold, and employ artifts in the difcovery of new
fathions of expence ; ‘and yet it cannot be found thar
riches produce happinefs. . : :
Or riches, as of every thing elfc, the hope is more
than the enjoyment ; while we confider them as the
means to be ufed, at fome future time, for the attain-
ment of felicity, we prefs on our purfuit ardently and
vigoroufly, and that ardour fecures us from wearinefs of
ourielves ; but no fooner do.we fit down to enjoy our
acquifitions, than wg find them infufficient to fill up
the vacuiities of life. . g
One caufe which is-not always obferved of the in-
fufficiency of riches, is, that they very feldlom make
their owner rich. To be rich, is to have more thaa is
defired, and more than is wanted ; to have fomething
which may be fpent without relutance and feattered -
without care, with which the fudden demands of de-
fire may be gratified, the cafual freaks of fancy in-
dulged, or the unexpetted opportunities of benevolence
improved. : ’
Avarice is always poor, but poor by her own
fault. ‘There isanother poverty to which the rich are
expofed with lefs guilt by the efficiouinefs of others.
L2 Lvery
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Every man, eminent for exuberance of fortune, is fur-
rounded from morning to evening, and from evening
to midnight, by flatterers, whofe art of adulation con-
fifts in exciting artificial wants, and in forming new
fchemes of profufion.

TOM TRANQUIL, when he came to age, found
himfelf in poffeflion of a fortune, of which the twen-
tieth part might perhaps have made him rich. Hi
temper is ealy, and his affe€tions foft ; he receives
every man with kindnefs, and hears him with creduliy.
His friends took care to fettle him by giving him 2
wife, whom, having no particular inclination, he ra-
ther accepted than chofe, becaufe he was told that
that the was proper for him.

He was now to live with dignity proportionate to
his fortupe. What his fortune requires or admits 7om
does not know, for he has little fkill in computation,
and none of his friends think it their intereft to improve
it. If he was fuffered to live by his own choice he
would leave every thing as he finds it, and pafs thro’
the world diftinguithed only by inoffenfive gentlenefs.
But the minifters of Juxury have masked him out as
one at whofe expence they may exercife their arts. A
companion, who has juft learned the names of the
Italian mafters, runs from fale to fale, and buys pic-
tures, for which Mr. Tranquil pays, without enquir-
ing where they fhall be hung. Another fills his gar-
den with ftatues which Tranquil withes away, but
dares not remove. One of his friends is learning archi-
teCture by building him a houfe, which he paffed by,
and enquired to whom it belonged ; another has been
for three years digging canals and raifing mounts, cut-
ting trees down in eae place, and planting them inano-
ther, on which Tranquil looks with ferene indifference,
without afking what will be the coft.  Another pro-
jector tells him that a water-work, like that of Ver-
failles, will complete the beauties of his feat, and lays
his draughts before him ; Tranquil turns his eyes upon
them, and the artift begins his explanations ; Tranquil
“raifes no obje@iens, but orders him to begin the wc;lrﬂ

: thal
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that he may efcape from talk which he does nat
uaderftand. , e

Trus a thoufand hands are bufy at his expence,
without adding to his pleafures. He pays and receives
vifits, and has loitered in publick or in folitude, talking
in fummer of the town, and in winter of the country,
without knowing that his fortune is impaired, till his
fleward told him this morning, that he could pay the
workmen no longer but by mortgaging a manor.

No 75. Saturdry, September 15, 1750,

N the mythologkal pedigree of learning, memory

is made the mother of the mufes; by which the
mafters of ancient wifdom, perhaps, meant to fhew the
neceffity of ftoring the mind copioufly with true no-
tions, before the imagination lhoulgl be {uffered to form
fitions or colle® embellithments ; for the works of an .
ignorant poet can afford nothing higher than pleafing
found, and fition is of no other ufe than to difplay the
treafures of memory.

Tue neceflity of memory to the acquifition of
knowledge is inevitably felt and univerfally allowed,
fo that fcarcely any other of the mental faculties are
commonly confidered as neceflary to a ftudent : hethat
admires the proficiency of another, always attributes
it to the happinefs of his memory ; and he that laments
bis own defects, concludes with 2 with that his memory
was better.

IT is evident, that whén the power of retention is
weak, all the attempts at eminence of knowledge muft
be vain ; and as few are willing to be doomed to per-
petual ignorance, I may, perhaps, afford confolation
to fome that have fallen too eafily into defpondence,
by obferving that fuch weaknefs is, in my opinion, very
rare, and that few have reafon to complain of nature
as unkindly fparing of the gifts of memory. .

In the comman bufinels of life, we find the me-

L3 ~moty

-
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mory of one like that of another, and honeftly impute
omiflions not to involuntary forgetfulnefs, but culpable
inattention : but in literary inquiries, faijure is imputed
rather to want of memory than of diligence.

Wt confider ourfelves as defeftive in mMemory, ei-
ther becaufe we remember lefs than we defire, ordefs
than we {uppofe others to remember.

Mewumory is like all other human powers, with
which no man can be fatisfied who meafures them by
what he can conceive, or by what he can defire. . He
whofe mind is moft capacious, finds it much too nar-
row for his withes; he that remembers moft, remem-
bers little compared with what he forgets. He there-
fore that, after the perufal of a book, finds few ideas
remaining in his mind, is not to confider the difap-
pointment as peculiar to himfelf, o to refign all hopes
of improvement, becaufe he does not retain what even
the author has perhaps forgotten. .

He who compares his memory with that of others,
is often too hafty to lament the inequality. Nature has
fometimes, indeed, afforded examples of enormous,
wenderful, and gigantick memory. Scaliger reporty
of Limfelf, that, in his youth, he could repeat above
an hundred verfes, having once read them; and Bar-
thicus declares, that he wrote his comment upon Clau-
dian without confuliing the text. But not to have
fuch degrees of memory, is no more to be lamented,
than not to have the ftrength of Hercules, or the fwift-
nefs of Achilles. He thatin the diftribution of good
bas an equal fhare with common men, may juftly be
contented. Where there is no ftriking difparity, it is
dificult to know of two which remembers moft, and
ftill more difficult to difcover which read with greater
attention, which has renewed the firft imprefiion by
more frequent repetitions, or by what accidental com-
bination of ideas, either mind might have ‘united any
particular narrative or argument to its former ftock.

Bur memory, however impartially diftributed, fo
often deceives our truft, that almoft every man at-

wmpts, by {omne artifice or other, to fecure its ﬁdeli;y.
. T
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It is the praticé of many readers, to note in the'
margin of their books, the moft important paffages,
the ftrongelt arguments, or the brighteft fentiments.
Thus they load their minds with fuperfluous attention,
reprefs the vehemence of curiofity by ufelels deliber-
ation, and by frequent interruption break the current
of narration or the chain of reafon, and at laft clofe
the volume, and forget the paffages and the marks
together. | |

OtnEers | have found unalterably perfuaded, that
nothing is certainly remembered but what is tranfcribed,
and they have therefore paffed weeks and months in
transferring! {arge quotations to a common-place book.
Yet, why.any part of a book, which can be confulted
at pleafure, fhould be copied, I was never able to dif~
cover ‘The hand'has no clofer correfpondence with
the mewiory than the eye. 'The a&t of writing itfelf
diftrats the thoughts, and what is read twice is com-
monly better Temembered than what is tranfcribed.
This method therefore confumes time without aflitting
memory. .. U .. . .

Tne trueart of memory is the art of attention. No
man will read with much advantage, who is not able,
at pleafure, to evacuate his mind, or who brings not
to his author an intelle@ defecated and pure, neither
turbid with care nor agitated by pleafure. If the re-
pofitories of thought are already full, what can they
receive ? If the mind is employed on the paft or future,
the book will be held before the eyes in vain. What
is read with delight is commonly retained, becaufe
pleafure abways fecures attention ; but the books which
are confulted by occafional neceffity, and perufed with
impatience, feldom leave any traces on the mind.

No. 76. 'Satzérdlc}_y,'Seﬁté};‘z&r:éﬁ 1759.

R—

N the time when Baﬂ'or‘a. was confidered as the

fchool of Afia, and flourifhed by the reputation of
- Lg its
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its profeffors and the confluence of its ftudents, among
the pupils that liftened round the chair of Albumazar
was Gelaleddin, a native of Tauris in Perfia, a young
man amiable in his manners and beautiful in his form,
of boundlefs curiofity, inceffant diligence, andirrefift-
able genius, of quick apprehenfion and tenacious me-
mory, accurate without narrownefs, and ‘eager for
novelty without inconftancy.

No fooner did Gelaleddin appear at Baffora, than his
virtues and abilities raifed him- to diftin&tion. He
pafled from clafs to clafs, rather admired than envied
by thofe whom the rapidity of his progrefs left behind ;
he was confulted by his fellow ftudents as an oraculous
guide, and admitted as a competent auditor to the
conferences of the fages. '

ArTER a few years, having paffed through all the
exercifes of probation, Gelaleddin was invited to a
profeffor’s feat, and entreated to increafe the fplendour
of Baffora. Gelaleddin affefted to deliberate on the
propofal, with which, before he confidered it, he re-
folved to comply ; and next morning retired to a gar-
den planted for the recreation of the ftudents, and en-
tering a folirary walk, began to meditate upon his fu-
ture life. .

“ {p T am thus eminent, f2id he, in the regions of
“ jiterature, [ fhall be yet more confpicuous in any
* other place: if I thould now devote myfelf to ftudy
“ and ret-ement, I muft pafs my lifein Glence, un-
“ acquainted with the delights of wealth, the influ-
“ ence of power, the pomp of greatnefs, and the
““ charms of elegance, with all that man envies and
“ defires, with all that keeps the world in motion, by
“ the hope of gaining or the fear of lofing it. I
“ will therefore depart to Tauris, where the Perfian
“ monarch refides in all the fplendour of abfolute do-
“ minion : my reputation will' fly before me, my ar-
“ rival will be congratulated by my kinfmen and my
“ friends ; I fhall fee the eyes of thofe who predicted
“ my greatnefs fparkling with exultation, and the faces
“ of thofe that once defpifed me, clouded with envy,

“ or counterfeiting kindnefs by artificial fmiles. . lﬂxmu
W
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« thew my wifdom by my- difcourfe, and my moder-
« ation by my filence ; 1 will inftru@ the modeft with
“ eafy gentlenefs, and reprefs the oftentatious by fea-
“ fonable fupercilioufnefs. My apartments will be
“ crouded by the inquifitive and the vain, by thofe
“ that honour and thofe that rival me ; my name will
“ foon reach the court ; Ifhall tand before the throne
“ of the emperor; the judges of the law will confefs
“ my wifdom, and the nobles will contend to heap
“ giftsupon me. If] fhall find that my merit, like
“ that of others, excites malignity, or feel myfelf tot-
“ tering on the feat of elevation, I may at laft retire
“ to academical obfcurity, and become, in my loweft
“ ftate, a profeffor of Baffora.”

Having thus fettled his determination, he declared
to his friends his defign of vifiting Tauris,and faw with
more pleafure than he ventured to exprefs, the regret
with which he was difmiffed. He could not bear to
delay the honours to which he was deftined, and there-
fore hafted away, and in a fhort time entered the capi-
tal of Perfia. He was immediately immerfed in the
croud, and paffed unobferved to his father’s houfe.
He entered, and was received, the’ not unkindly, yet
without any excefs of fondnefs or exclamations of rap-
ture. His father had, in his abfence, fuffered many
loffes, and Gelaleddin was confidered as an additional
burthen to a falling family.

Wi he recovered from his furprize, he began to
difplay his acquifitions, and practifed all the arts of
nasration and difquifition ; but the poor have no lei-
fure to be pleafed with eloquence ; they heard his ar-
guments without refletion, and his pleafantries without
afmile. He then applied himfelf fingly to his bro-
thers and fifters, but found them all chained down by
invariable attention to their own fortunes, and infenfi-
ble of any other excellence, than that which could bring
fome remedy for indigence.

It was now known in the neighbourhood that
Gelaleddin was returned, and he fate for fome days in
expeQation that rhe learned would vifit him for con-
fultation, or the great for entertainment. But who

L s - witl
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will be pleafed or inftru@ed in the manfions of pover-
ty; He then frequented places of publick refort, and
endeavoured to attract notice by the copioufnefs of his
talk. The fpritely were filenced, and went away to
cenfure in fome other place his arrogance and his pe-
dantry ; and the dull liftescd quictly for a while, and
then wondered vhy arv wan thould take pains to
obtain fo much knowlecge which would never do him
good

He next folficited the vifiers for employment, not
doubting but his fervice would be cagerly accepted.
He was told by one that there was no vacancy in his
office ; by another. that his mesit was above any pa-
tronage but thai of the emperor; by a third, that he
would not forget him; and by the chief vifier, that
he did not think literature of any great ufe in publick
bufinefs. He was fometimes admitted to their tables,
where he exerted his wit and diffufed his knowledge ;
but he obferved, that where, by endeavour or accl-
dent he had remarkably excelled, he was feldom invi-
ted a {econd time.

He now returned to Baflora, wearied and difgufted,
but confident of refuming his former rank, and revel-
Jing again in fatiety of praife. But he who had been
negledted at Tauris, was not much regarded at Baffo-
ra; he was confidered as a fugitive, who returned on-
iy becaufe he could live in no other place; his com-
panions found that they had formerly over-rated his
abilities, and he lived long without notice or efteem.

(o G RN TS FREENGTT LI
No. 74, Saturday, September 29, 1759.

Toibe IDLER

S1r, .
I Was much pleafed with your ridicule of thefe
thallow criticks, whofe judgment, tho’ often right
as far as it goes, yet reaches enly to inferior beauties,
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and who, unable to comprehend the whole, judge
only by parts, and from thence determine the merit
of extenfive works, But there is another kind of cri-
tick ftill worfe, who judges by narrow rules, and thofe
too often falfe, and which, tho’ they fhould be true,
and founded on nature, will lead him but a very little
way towards the juft eftimation of the fublime beau-
tiesin works of genius; for whatever part of an art
can be executed or criticifed by rules, that part is no
Jonger the work of genius, which implies excellence
out of the reach of rules. - For my own part, I pro-
fefs myfelf an-IoLeR, and love to give my judgment,
fuch asit is, from my immediate perceptions, without
much fatigue of thinking; and. 1 am of opinion, that
if a man has not thofe perceptions right, it will be
vain for him to endeavour to fupply their place by
rules ; which may enable him to talk-more learnedly,,
but not to diftinguith more acutely. Another reafon:
which has leflened my affetion for the ftudy of criti--
cifm is, that criticks, fo far as [ have obferved, debar
themfelves from receiving any pleafure from the polite
arts, at the fame time thatthey profefs to love and ad-
mire them: for thefe rules being always uppermoft,.
give them fuch a propenfity to criticize, thatinftead of
giving up the reins of their imagination into their au-
thor’s hands, their frigid minds are employed in exa-
mining whether ‘the performafice be according to the

rules of art. :

To thofe who are refolved to be criticks in fpite of
nature, and atthe fame time have no great difpofition. _
to much reading and ftudy, 1 would recommend to:
them to affume the charaQer of connoiffeur, which
may be purchafed at a much- cheaper rate than that of
a critick in poetry. ‘The remembrance of a few names
of painters, with their general charaflers, with a. few
rules of the dcademy, whith they may pick up ainong.
the painters, will g0 a'great waj towards. making a
very notable connoiffevr. - E

WitH a gentleman of this caft, 1 vifited laft week
the Cartoons at Hampton-court ; he was juft return-
¢d fiom Italy, a connoiffeur of courfe, and.of courfe:

his
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bis mouth full of nothing but the grace of Raffaclle,
the purity of Domenichino, the learning of Pouffin,
the air of Guido, the greanefs of tafte of the Chara-
ches, and the fublimity and grand cortorno of Michael
Angelo; with all the reft of the cant of criticifin,
which he emitted with that volubility which generally

thofe orators have who annex no ideas to their words.
As we were palling through the*rooms, in our
way to the gallery, I made him obferve a whole length
of Charles the firft, by Vandyke, as a perfeét repre-
fentation of the charatter as well as the figure of the
man: He agreed it was very fine, but it wanted fpi-
rit and contrait, and had not the flowing line, with-
out which a figure could not poflibly be graceful.
When we entered the gallery, I thought I could per-
ceive him recolleCting bis rules by which he was to
criticize Raffacile 1 fhall pafs over his obfervation of
she boats being too little, and other criticifms of that
kind, til] we arrived at St. Paul preaching. * 'This,
fays he, is efteemed the moft excellent of all the Car-
toons ; what noblenefs, what dignity there is in that
figure of St. Paul; and’ yet what an addition to that
noblenefs could Raffaelle have given, had the art of
contraft been knowan 1n his time ; but above all, the
flowing line, which conftitutes grace and beauty. You
would not then have feen an upright ﬁﬁure ftanding
equally en both legs, and both hands ftretched for-
ward in the fame direttion, and his drapery, to all ap-
pearance, without the leaft art of difpofition.” The
following picture is the Charge to Peter. * Here,
fays he, are twelve upright figures ; what a pity it is
that Raffaelle was not acquainted with the pyramidal
principle ; he would then have contrived the figures
in the middle to have been on higher ground, or the
figures at the extremities ftooping or lying, which
would pot only bave formed the group into the thape
of a pyramid, but likewife contrafted the ftanding
figures. Indeed, added he, I have often lamented
that fo great a genius as Raffaelle had not lived in this
.enlighrened age, fince the art has been reduced to
principlesy

.
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principles, and had had his education in one of the
modern academies ; what glorious works might we
then have expe@ed from his divine pencil I”

I suaLL trouble you no longer with my friend’s ob-
{ervations, which, 1 fuppofe, you are now able to
continue by yourfelf. It is curious to obferve, that at
the fame time that great admiration i3 pretended for 2
name of fixed reputation, objeions are raifed againft
thofe very qualities by which that great name was ac-

uired.

! Tuosk criticks are continually lamenting that Raf-
faclle had not the colouring and harmony of Rubens,
or the light and fhadow of Rembrant, without confi-
dering how much the gay harmony of the former, and
affeCtation of the latter, would take from the dignity of
Raffaelle;* and yet Rubens had great harmony, and
Rembrant underflood light and thadow; but what
may be an excellence in a lower clafs of painting, be-
comes a blemith in a higher; as the quick, l%ritely
turn, which is the life and beauty of epigrammatick
compofitions, would but ill fuit with the majefty of
heroick poetry. ‘

To conclude ; I would not be thought to infer
from any thing that has been faid, that ru%es are abfo-
lutely unneceffary, but to cenfure fcrupulofity, a fer-
vile attention to minute exattnefs, which is fometimes
inconfiftent with higher excellency, and is loft in the
blaze of expanded genius. | o

I po not know whether you will think painting &
general fubjet. By inferting this letter, perhaps you
will incur the cenfure 2 man would deferve, whofe
bufinefs being to entertain a whole room, fhould turn
his back to the company, and talk to a particular
perfon,

*

I im, Sir, &¢.

_Nd. »8,



238 The IDLER. No.s,

No. 78.  Saturday, Ofbober 6, 1779,

ASY poetry is univerfally admired ; but I know

not whether any rule has yet been fixed, by
which it may be decided when poetry can be properly
called eafy: Horace has told us that it is fuch as
every reader hopes to equal, but after long labour
finds unattainable. 'This 15 a very loofe dchription,
in which only the effe@ is noted ; the qualities which
produce this effect remain to be inveftigated.

Easy poetry is that in which natural thoughts are
exprefled without violence to the language. The
difcriminating charater of eafe coafifts principally in
the diftion, for all true peetry requires that the fen-
timents be nataral. Language fuffers violence by harth
or by daring figures, by tranfpofition, by unufual ac-
ceptations of words, and by any licence, which would
be avoided by a writer of profe. Where any artifice
appears in the conftruétion of the verfe, that verfeis.
no longer eafy. Any epithet which can be ejected
without diminution of the fenfe, any curious ite-
ration of the fame word, and all unufual, tho’ notun-
grammatical ftru@ure of fpeech, deftroy the grace
. ‘Tae_firft lines of Pope's Iliad afford examples of
many licences which an eafy writer muft'decline.

. Achilles wrath, to Greece thie direful fpring
Of woes unnumberd, heav’nly goddefs fing,
The wratiwhich hurl'd to Pluto’s gloomy reign.
The fouls of mighty chiefs untimely flain.

In the firft couplet the language is diftorted by in-
verfions, clogged with fuperfluities, and clouded by a
harfh metaphor ; and in the fecoad there are two
words ufed in an uncommon fenfe, and two epithets
inferted only to lengthen the line; all thefe practices
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may in a long work eafily be pardoned, but they al-
ways produce fome degree of obfcurity and rugged-
nefs.

Easy poetry has been fo long excluded by ambi-
tion of ornament, and luxuriance of imagery, that its
nature feems now to be forgotten.  AffeQation, how-
ever oppofite to cafe, is fometimes miftaken for it, and
thofe who afpire to gentle elegance, collet female
phrafes and fathionable barbarifms, and imagine that
ftyle to be ealy which cuftom has made familiar. Such
was the idea of the poet who wrote the following ver~
{es to a Countefs cutting Paper.

Pallas grew vap’rith once and odd,

She would not do the leaft right thing
Either for goddefs or for god,

Nor work, nor play, nor paint, nor fing,

Jove frown’d and “ Ufe (he cry'd) thofe eyes
“ §o fkillful, and thofe hands fo taper ;

# Do fomething exquifite and wife"—
She bow’d, ebey’d him, and cut paper.

This vexing him who gave her birth,
Thought by all beav'na burning fhame,

What does the next, but bids on earth
Her Burlington do jult the {ame ?

Pallas, you give yourfelf ftrange airs
But fure you’ll find it hard to fpoil
The fenfe and tafte, of one that bears,
The name of Savile and of Boyle.

Alas! one bad example thown, -
How quickly all the fex purfue!
See, madam! fee, the arts o'érthrown

Between John Overton and you.

It is the prerogative of eafy Eoétry to be under-
ftood asiong asthe l’an%::cg'e lafts; but modes of fpeech,
which owe their prevalance only to modith: folly, or to.

the
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the eminence of thofe that ufe them, die away with
their inventors, and their meaning, in a few years, is
no longer known.

Easy poetry is commonly fought in petty compofi.
tions upon minute fubjels; but eafe, tho’it excludes
pomp, will admit greatnefs. Many lines in Cato’s So.
liloquy are at once eafy and fublime.

"Tis the divinity that fhirs within us ;

*Tis heav'n itfelf that points out an hereafter,
And intimates eternity to man.

If there’s d powerabove us,
And that there is all nature cries aloud
Thro’all her works, he muft delight in virtue,
And that which he delights in muit be happy.

Nor is eafe more contrary to wit than to {ublimity;
the celebrated ftanza of Cowley, on a lady elaborately
drefled, lofes nothing of its freedom by the fpirit of
the fentiment.

Th’ adorning thee with fo much art
Is but a barb’rous fkill,
> *T'is like the poisning of adart
Too apt before to kill.

COWLEY feems to have pofleffed the power of
writing eafily beyond any other of our poets, yet his
purfuit of remote thoughts led him often into harfh-
nefs of expreflion. Waller often attempted, but fel-
dom attained it ; for he is too frequently drivea into
tranfpofitions. The poets, from the time of Dryden,
have gradually advanced in embellifhment, and confe-
quently departed from fimplicity and eafe.

To require from any author many pieces of ealy
poetry, would be indeed to opprefs him with too hard
a tafk. It is lefs difficult to write a volume of lines
fwelled with epithets, brightened by figures, and flif-
fened by tranfpofitions, than to produce a few coup-
lets graced only by naked elegance and fimple pugtyl:

~ whic
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which require fo much care and fkill, that I doubt
whether anv of our authors has yet been able, for
twenty lines together, nicely to obferve the true defi-

aition of eafy poetry.

No.79. Saturday, Oftober 13, 1759.

HAVE paffed the fummer in one of thofe places

to which 2 mineral {pring gives the idle and luxu-
rious an annuul reafon for reforting, whenever they
fancy themfelves offended by the heat of London.
What is the true motive of this periodical affembly, I
have never yet been able to difcover. The greater
part of the vifitants neither feel difeafes nor fear them.
What pleafure can be expected more than the variety
of the journey, | know not, for the numbers are too
great for privacy, and too {mall for diverfion. As each
is known to be a {py upon the reft, they all live in con-
tioual reftraint; and having but a narrow range for
cense, they gratify its cravings by preying on one
anather.

Bur every condition has fome advantages. In this
confinement, a {maller circle affords opportunities for
more exact obfervation. The glafs that magnifies its
objet contratls the fight to a point, and the mind muft
be hixed upon a fingle charadter to sewark its minute
peculiarities. The quality or habit which pafles un-
obferved in the tumult of fucceilive multitudes, be-
comes confpicuous when it is offered te the notice day
after day ; and perhaps | have, without any diftin¢t
notice, feen thoufands like my late companions; for
when the fcene can be varied at pleafure, a flight dif~
gult turns us afide before a deep impreffion can be
made upon the mind.

Tuere was a felet fett, fuppofed to be diftin-
guithed by fuperiority of intelle@s, who always paffed
the evening together. To be admitted to their con-
verfation, was the higheft honour of the place; many

youths
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youths afpired to diftinCtion, by pretending to occa-
on:| invitations ; and the ladies were oiten withing to
be men, that they might partake the pleafures of learn-
ed {ociety.

I xxow not whether by merit or deftiny, I was,
foon after my arrival, admitted to this envied party,
which I frequented till ] had learned the art by which
each endeavoured to fupport his charaQer.

TOM STEADY was a vehement aflertor of un-
controverted truth ; and by keeping himfelf out of the
reach of contradiftion, had acquired all the confi-
dence which the confcioufnefs of irrefiftible abilities
could have given. 1 was once mentioning a man of
eminence, and after having recounted his virtues, en-
deavoured to reprefent him fully, by mentioning his
faules. < Sir, faid Mr. Steady, that be has his faults
¢ I can eafily believe, for who is without them? No
“ man, Sir, is now alive, among the innumerable mul-
* titudes that {warm upon the earth, however wife,
or however good, who has not, in fome degtee, his
failings and his faults. If there be any man faultlefs,
bring bim forth into publick view, fhéw him opealy,
and let him be known; but I will venture to affirm,
and, till the contrary be plainly thewn, fhall always
maintain, that no fuch man is to be found. Tell
not me, Sir, of impeccability-and perfetion ; fuch
talk is for thofe that are ftrangers in the world: [
have feen feveral nations, and converfed with all
ranks of people; I have known the great and the
mean, the learned and the ignorant, the old and the
young, the clerical and the lay, but I have never
found a man without a fault, and I fuppofe thall die
in the opinion, that to be humanis to be frail”
To all this nothing could be oppofed. 1 liftened
with a hanging head ; Mr. Steady looked round on the
hearers with triumph, and faw every eye congratulat-
ing his viGtory ; he departed, and fpent the next mora-
ing in following thofe who retired from the company,
and telling them, with injunttions of fecrefy, how poor
Spritely began to take liberties with men wige_r- }h;lfﬂ

imfelf;

L P L A L
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himfelf ; but that he fuppreffed him by a decifive ar-
gument, which put him totally to filence.

DICK SNUG is a man of fly remark and pithy
featentioufnefs : he never.immerges himfelf in the
ftream of converfation, but lies to catch his compa-
nions in the eddy : heis often very fuccefsfulin break-
ing narratives and confounding eloquence. A gentle-
man, giving the hiltory of one of his-acquaintance,
made mention of a lady that had many lovers; then,
faid Dick, ¢ fhe was either handfome or rich” 'This
obfervation being well received, Dick watched the pro-
grefs of the tale ; and hearing of 2 man loft in a thip-
wreck, remarked, that ¢ io man was ever drowned
upon dry land

WILL STARTLE is a man of exquifite {enfibi-
fity, whofe delicacy of frame, and quicknefs of dif-
cernment, fubje@ bim to impreffions trom ‘the flight-
elt caufes; and who therefore paffes his life between
rapture and horror, in quiverings of delight, or con~
vulfions of difguft. His emotions are too violent for
many words ; his thoughts are always difcovered by
exclamations. ¢ Vile, odious, horrid, deteftable; and
' {weet, charming, delightful, attonithing,’ -compofe
almolt his whole v'ocabuFary, which he utters with va-
rious contortions and gefticulations, not eafily related
or deferibed. _

JACK SOLID is a man of much reading, who
utters nothing but quqtations ; but having been, I {up-
pole, too confident of his memory, he has for fome
time negle€ted his books, and his ftock grows every
day more fcanty. Mr. Solid has found an opportunity
every night to repeat from Hudibras,

Doubtlefs the pleafure is as great
Of being cheated, as to cheat.

And from Waller,

Poets lofe half the praife they would have got
Were it but known what they difcreetly blot.

DICK
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DICK MISTY is a man of deep refearch, and
forcible penetration. Others are content with fuper.
ficial appearances; but Dick holds, that there is no
effe¢t without a caufe, and values himfelf upon his
power of explaining the difficult, and difplaying the
abftrufe. Upon a difpute among us which of two
young firangers was more beautiful, you, fays Mr.
Mlﬁy, turning to me, ¢ like Amaranthia better than
* Chloris. I'do not wonder at the preference, for the
caufe is evident : there is in mana perception of har-
mony, and a fenfibility of perfection, which touches
the finer fibres of the mental texture; and before
reafon can defcend from her throne, to pafs her fen-
tence upon the things compared, drives us towards
the obje@ proportioned to our faculties, by an im-
pulfe gentle, yet irrefiftible ; for the harmonick fyf-
tem of the univerfe, and the reciprecal magnetiim
of fimilar natures. are always operating towards
* conformity and union; nor can the powers of the
* foul ceafe from agltanon, till they find fomething
‘ on which they can repofe” To this nothing was
oppofed, and Amaranth:a was acknowledged to excel
Chloris.

Or the reft you may expeé’t an account from,

Sir, Your’s,

RosIn SeriTELY.
(e TR ST TSNS T
No. 2o. Saturday, Oflober 20, 175

- - - - - - - - -

To the IDLER

“SIR,
Y O UR acceptance of a former letter on painting,
gives me encouragement to offer a few mote
(Letches on the fame fubject.
AmongcsT the painters, and the writers on pamt-

tng, there is one maxim univer:ally admitted and con—
tinually
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tinvally inculcated. Imitate nature is the invariable
rule; but I know none who have explained in what
manner this rule is to be underftood ; the confequence
of which is, that every one takes it in the moft obvi-
ous fenfe, that objes are reprefented naturally when
they have fuch relief that they feem real. It mayap-
pear firange, perhaps, to hear this fenfe of the rule
difputed; but it muft be confidered, that if the ex-
cellency of a painter confifted only in this kind of imita«
tion, painting muft lofe its rank, and be no longer con-
fidered as a liberal art, and fifter to poetry ; this imi-
tation being merely mechanical, in which the floweft
intelleét is always fure to fucceed beft ; for the painter
of genius cannot ftoop to drudgery, in which the un-
derftanding has no part; and what pretence has the
art to claim kindred with poetry, but by its powers
over the imagination? To this power the psinter of
genius dire€ts his aim ; in this fenfe he ftudies nature,
and often arrives at his end, even by being unnatural
in the confined fenfe of the word. .
Tae grand ftyle of painting requires this minute at-
tention to be carefully avoided, and muft be kept as
feparate from it as the ftyle of poetry from that of
hittory. Poetical 6rnaments deftroy that air of truth
and plainnefs which ought to chara€terize hiftory ; but
the very being of poetry confifts in departing from this
plain narration, and adopting every ornament that will
warm the imagination. To defire to fee the excellen-
cies of each ftyle united, to mingle the Dutch with
the Italian fchool, is to join contrarieties which cannot
fubfift rogether, and which deftroy the efficacy of
each other. ‘The lialian attends only to the invaria-
ble, the great and general ideas which are fixed and
inherent in univerfal nature ; the Dutch, on the con-
trary, to literal truth and a minute exactuefs in the de-
tail, as I may fay, of nature modified by accident.
The attention to thefe petty peculiarities 1s the very
caufe of this naturalnefs fo much admired in the Dutch
pi¢tures, which, if we fuppofe it to be a beauty, is
certainly of a lower order, which ought te give place
0
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to a beauty ‘of a fuperior kind, fince. one cannot be
obtained but by departing from the other.

Ir my opinion was afked concerning the works of
Michael Angelo, whether they would receive any ad-
vantage from poflefling this mechanical merit, I thoyld
not fcruple to fay they would not only receive no ad.
vantage, but would lofe, in a great meafure, the ef.
fect which they now have on every mind fufceptible
of great and noble ideas. His works may be faid 1o
be all genius and foul, and why fhould they be loaded
with heavy matter which can only countera® his pur-
pofe by retarding the progrefs of the imagination.

Ir this opinion fhould be thought one of the wild
extravagancies of enthufiafm, [ fhall only fay, tha
thofe v:ho cenfure it are not converfant in the works of
the great mafters. It is very difficult to determine the
exact degree of enthufiafm that the arts of painting
and poetry may admit. ‘There may perhaps be too
great an indulgence as well as too great a reftraint of
imagination ; and if the one produces incoberent mon-
fers, the other produces what is full as bad, lifelefs
infipidity. An intimate knowledge of the paflions,
and good fenfe, but not common fenfe, muft atla de-
termine its limits. It has been thought, and I believe
with reaton, that Michael Angelo fometimes trani-
greifed thofe limits; and 1 think 1 bave feen figuies
of him of which it was very. dificult to determine
whether they were in the higheft degree fublime or
extremelv ridiculous. Such faults may be faid to be
the ebuliitions of genius; but at lealt he had this
wme:it, that he never was infipid, and whatever pat-
fion his woiks may excite, they will always efcape
coneinpt. - '

WiraT | have bad under confide-ation is the fubii-
mett ftvle, patcularly that of Michael Angelo, the
Homer of peainting. Cther kinds may admit of this
naturainefs, which of the lowelt kind 1s the chief me-
rit; butin painting, as in poetry, the higheit ftyle has
the lealt of cominton nature. :

Oxe may very fafely recommend a little more en-

thufia‘m: to the modern painters; too much is certain-
ly
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Jy oot the vice of the prefent age. The Italians feem
to have been continually declining in this refpe@ from
the time of Michael Angelo to that of Carlo Maratti,
and from thence to the very bathes of infipidity to
which they are now funk ; fo that there is no need of
remarking, that where I'mentioned the Italian painters
in oppofition to the Dutch, I mean not the moderns,
but the heads of the old Roman and Bolognian {chools ;
por did I mean to include in my idea of an Italian
painter, the Venetian fchool, which may be faid to
be the Dutch part of the Ttalian genius. I have only
to add a word of advice to the painters, that howe-
ever excellent they may be in painting naturally, they
would not flatter themfelves very much upon it; and
to the connoiffeurs, that when they fee a cat or a fid-
dle painted fo finely, that, as the phrafeis, ¢ it looks
¢ as if you could take it up,’ they would not for that
reafon immediately compare the painter to Raffaelle and
Michael Angelo.

No. 81. Saturday, Offober 27, 1759.

~ HAT every day has its pains and forrows is
univerfally experienced, and almeft univerfally
confeffed ; but let us not attend only to' mournful
truths ; if we look impartially about us we fhall find
that every day has likewife its pleafures and itsjoys.
Tre time is now come when the town is agdin be-
ginning to be full, and the rufticated beauty fees an
end of her banithment. ‘Thofe whom the tyranny of
fathion had condemned to pafs the fumwer among
fhades and brooks, are now preparing to return to
plays, balls, and affemblies, with health reitored by re-
tirement, and fpirits kindled by expettation. |
Many a mind which has languithed fome months
without emotion or defire, now feels a fudden renova-
tion of its faculties. It was fong ago obferved by Py-
thagoras, that ability and neceflity dwell near e:;]ch
' ota.r
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other. She that wandered in the garden without fenfe
of its fragrance, and lay day after day ftretch’d upop
a couch behind a green curtain, unwilling to wake
and unable to fleep, now fummons her thoughts to
confider which of her lalt year’s cloaths fhall be feen
again, and to anticipate the. raptures of a new fuit,
the day and the night are now- filled with occupation;
the laces which were too fine to be worn among ruf-
ticks, are taken from the boxes and reviewed, and the
eye is no fooner clofed after its labours, than whole
fhops of filk bufy the fancy.

But happinefs is nothing if it is not known, and
very little if it is not envied. Before the day of de-
parture a week is always appropriated to the payment
and reception of ceremonial vifits, at which nothing
can be mentioned but the delights of London. The
lady who is haftening to the {cene of action fluttens
her wings, difplays her profpets of felicity. tells how
the grudges every moment of delay, and in the pre-
fence of thofe whom fhe knows condemned to flay at
home, is fure to wonder by what arts life can be made
fupportable thro’ 2 winter in the country, and to tell
‘how often amidft the extafies of an opera the fhall pity
thofe friends whom the has left behind. Her hope of
giving pain is feldom diappointed ; the affeCted indif-
ference of one, the faint congratulations of another,
the withes of fome openly confefled, and the filent de-
jeSion of the reft, all exalt her ' opinion of her own
fuperiority. |

But however we may labour for eur own deception,
truth, though unwelcome, will fometimes intrude up-
on the mind. They who have already enjoyed the
crouds and noife of the great city, know that their de-
fire to return is litle more than the reftleflpels of a
vacant mind, that they are not fo mych led by hope
as driven by difguft, and wifh rather to leave the
country than 1o fee the town. There Is commonly in
every coach a paflenger enwrapped in filent expetla-
tion, whofe joy is more fincere and whofe hopes are
more exalted. The virgin whom the laft fummer re-

Jeafed from her governefs, and who is now going be-
. © gwesn
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wween her mother and her aunt to try the fortune of
her wit and beauty, fufpe€ts no fallacy in the gay re-
prefentation.  She believes herfelf pafling into another
world, and images London as an elyfian region, where
every hour has its proper pleafure, where nothing is
feen but the blaze of wealth, and: nothing heard but
merriment and flattery ; where the morning always ri-
fes on a fhow, and the evening clofes on a ball; where
the eyes are ufed only to fparkle, and the feet only to
dance.

Her aunt and her mother amufe themfelves on
the road, with telling her of dangers to be dreaded
and cautions to be obferved. She hears them as they
heard their predeceffors, with incredulity or contempt.
She fees that they have ventured and efcaped ; and
one of the pleafures which fhe promifes herfelf is to
dete® their falthoods, and be freed from their admo-
nitions.

We are inclined to believe thofe whom we do not
know, becaufe they never have deceived us. The
fair adventurer may perhaps liften to the IpLew,
~whom the cannot fufpec of rivalry or malice, yet he
fcarcely expets to be credited when he tells her, that
- her expeQations will likewife end in difappointment.

Tue uniform neceflities of human nature produce
in a great meafure uniformity of life, and for part of
the day make one place like another: to drefs and to
undrefs, to eat and to fleep, are the fame in London
as in the country. The fupernumerary hours have
indeed a greater variety both of 'pleafure and of pan.
The firanger gazed on by multitudes at her firft ap-
pearance in the park, is perhaps on the higheft fum-
mit of female happinefs ; but how great is the anguith
when the novelty of another face draws her worthip-
ers away. ‘The heart may leap for a time under a
fine gown, but the fight of a gown yet finer puts an
end to rapture. In the firflt row at an opera two hours
may be happily paffed in liftening to the mufick on the
ftage, and watching the glances of the company ; but
how will the night end in defpondency when fhe that-
lm:ﬁined herfelf the fovereign of the place fees lords

or. IL M contend-
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contending to lead Iris to her chair? There is little
pleafure.in converfation to her whofe wit is regarded
but in the fecond place ; and who can dance with eafe
or fpirit that fees Amaryllis led out before her? She
that fancied nothing but & fucceflion of pleafures, will
find herfelf engaged without defign in numberlefs com-
petitions, and mortified without provocation with num.
berlefs afflitions.

But 1do not mean to extinguith that ardour which
I with to moderate, or to difcourage thofe whom 1
am endeavouring to refirain. To know the world is
neceflary, fince we were born for the help of one ano-
ther ; and to know it early is convenient, if it be only
that we may learn early to defpife it.  She that brings
to London a mind well prepared for improvement,
tho’ the mifles her hope of uninterrupted happinefs,
will gain in return an opportunity of adding knowledge
to vivacity, and enlarging innocence to virtue.

S the Englifh army was paffing towards Quebec
along a foft favanna between a mountain and 2
lekey one of the petty chiefs of the inland regions ftood
upon 2 rock furrounded by his clan, and from behind
the fhelter of the bufhes contemplated the art and ré:
gularity of European war. It was evening, the tents
were pitched, he obferved the fecurity with which the
troops refted in the night, and the order with which
the march was renewed in the morning. He conti-
nued to purfue them with his eye till they could be
feen no longer, and then tood for fome time filent and
‘penive. .
Tuex turning to his followers, « My children
« (faid he) I have often heard from men hoary with
“ long life, tha: there was a time when our anceftoss
« ‘were abfclute lords of the woods, the meadows,

% and the lakes, wherever the eye can reach or iEhe
“ foot
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foot can pafs. They fithed and hunted, feafted
and danced, and when they were weary lay down
under the firft thicket, without danger and without
fear. They changed their habitations as the fea.
fons required, convenience prompted, or curiofity
allured them, and fometimes gathered the fruits of
the mountain, and fometimes fported in canoes
along the coaft.

¢ Many years and ages are fuppofed to have been
thus paffed in plenty and fecurity ; when at laft, a
new race of men entered our country from the
great ocean. ‘They inclofed themfelves in habita.
tions of ftone, which our anceftors could neithes
enter by violence, nor deftroy by fire. They iffued
from thofe faftnefles, fometimes covered like the
armadille with fhells, from which the lance re-
bounded on the ftriker, and fometimes carried by
mighty beafts which had never been feen in our
vales or forefts, of fuch ftrength and fwiftnefs, that
flight and eppofition were vain alike. Thofe inva~
ders ranged over the continent, {laughtering in their
rage thofe that refifted, and thofe that fubmitted, in
their mirth. Of thofe that remained, fome were
buried in caverns, and condemnzd to dig metals for
their mafters; fome were employed in tilling the
ground, of which foreign tyrants devour the pro-
duce ; and when the fword and the mines have de-
ftroyed the natives, they fupply their place by hu-
man beings of another colour, brought from fome
diftant country to perith heie under toil and torture.
“ Some there are who boaft their humanity, and
content themfelves to feize our chafes and fitheries,
who drive us from every track of ground where
fertility and pleafantnefs invite them ro fettle, and
make no war upon us except when we intrude up-
on our own lands.

“ Orners pretend to have purcha‘ed a right of
refidence and tyranny ; but furely the infolence of
fuch bargains is more offenfive than the avowed and
open dominion of force. What reward can induce

the poffeffor of a country to admit a ftranger more
- M 2 “ powerfu]
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“ powerful than bimfelf? Fraud or terror muft ope-
‘“ rate in fuch contraéls; either they promifed
protection which they never have afforded, or
inftrution which they never imparted. We hoped
to be fecured by their favour from fome other
evil, or to learn the arts of Europe, by which we
“ might be able to fecure ourfelves. Their power they
“ have never exerted in our defence, and their arts
they have ftudioufly concealed from us. Their
treaties are only to deceive, and their traffick only
to defraud us. ‘They have a written law among
¢ them, of which they boaft as derived from him who
¢ made the earth and fea, and by which they profels
“ to believe, that man will be made happy when life
thall forfakz him. Why is not this law communica-
ted-to us? It is concealed becaufeit is violated. For
how can they preach it to an Indian nation, when I
am told that one of its firft precepts forbids them, to
do to others what they would not that others fhould
4 do to them.

*“-BuT the time perhaps is now approaching when
the pride of ufurpation fhall be crufhed, and the
cruelties of invafion fhall be revenged. The fons
of rapacity have now drawn their fwords upon each
other, and referred their claims to the decifion of
war ; let us look unconcerned upon the flaughter,
and remember that the death of every European de-
livers the-country from a tyrant and a robber ; for
what is the claim of either nation, but the claim of
the wultur to the leveret, of the tiger to the faun?
Let them then continue to difpute their title to re-
gions which they cannot people, to purchafe by dan-
ger and blood the empty dignity of dominion over
mountains which they will never climb, and rivers
¢ which they will never pafs. Let us endeavour, in
¢ the mean tiwe, to learn their difcipline, and to forge
¢ their weapons; and when they thall be weakened
¢ with mutual flaughter, let us ruth down upon them,
# force their remains to take fhelter in their fhips, and
# -reign once more in our narive country.”
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DDA TASTINTAR DA TS
No. 83. Saturday, November 10, 1750,

Tothe IDL E R

- SIR,

DISCOURSING in my laft letter on the dif-
ferent pradlice of the Italian and Dutch pain-
ters, 1 obferved that ¢ the Iialian painter attends only
“ to the invariable, the great and general ideas which
% are fixed and inkerent in univerfal nature.”

I was led into the fubjet of this letter by endea-
vouring to fix the original caufe of this condut of the
Italian mafters. Ifit can be proved that by this choice
they feleted the moft beautiful part of the creation, it
will thew how much their principles are founded on:
reafon, and, at the fame time; difcover the origin of
our ideas of beauty.

I surrosk it will be eafily granted, that no man
can judge whether any anfinal be beautiful in its kind,
or deformed, who has feen only one of that fpecies ;.
this is as conclufive in regard to the human figure ; fo
that if 2 man, born blind, was to recover his fight,
and the moft beautiful woman was brought before:
him, he could not determine whether fhe was hand~
fome or not ; nor if the moft beautiful and moft de-
formed were produced; could he-any better determine:
to which he fhould give the preference, having feen
only thofe two. To dittinguith beauty, then, implies
the having feen many individuals of that fpecies. If
it is afked how is more fkill acquired by the obfervation.
of greater numbers? I anfwer that, in confequence
of having feen many, the power is acquired, even
without feeking after it, of diftinguithing between ac-
cidental blemifhes and excrefcences which are continu-
ally varying the furface of nature’s works, and the in-

Mz variable:
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variable general form which nature mol frequently
produces, and always feems to intend in her produc-
t:ons.

Trrus amongft the tlades of grals or leaves of the
femre tree, tho'no two can be found exzétly alike, yet
the gereral form is invariable: A naturalift, befo-e
he chole one as 2 ‘ample, would examine many, fince
if ke tock the firft that occurred, it might have, by ac-
cident or otkirwife, fuch a form as that it would {carce
ke krown to beleng to that fpecies; he feles, as the
painter Cces, the moft bezutiful, that is, the moft ge-
nere) form of nature.

Every fpecies of the animal as well as the vegeta.
tlc cieation, may te faid to have a fixed or determinate
form, towards which nature is continnally inclining,
like various lines terminating in the center; or it may
be compared to pendulums vibrating in different di-
reftions over one central point ; and as they all crofs
the center, tho’ only one paffes thre’ any other point,
fo it will be found that per{e& beauty is oftener produ-
ced by nature than deformity ; 1 don’t mean than de-
formity in general, but than any one kind of deformi-
ty. To inftancein a particular part of a feature; the
nge that forms the ridge of the nofe is beautiful when
it is ftrait ; this then is the central form, which is oft-
ner found than either concave, convex, or any other
irregular form that fhall be propofed. As we are then
more accuftomed to beauty than deformity, we may
conclude that to be the reafon why we approve and
admire it, as we approve and admire cuftoms and
fafhions of drefs for no other reafon than that we are
ufed to them ; fo that tho’ habit and cuftom cannot be
faid to be the caufe of beauty, it is certainly the caufe
of our liking it: And I have no doubt but that if we
were mere ufed to deformity than beauty, deformity
would then lofe the idea now annexed to it, and take
that of beauty; as if the whole world fhould agree.
that yes and no fhould change their meanings; yes
would then deny, and no would athrm, '

Waoever undertakes to proceed further in this
argument, and endeavours to fiz a general criterion of

heauty
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beauty refpedting differsnt fpecies, or to thew Why one
foecies is more beautiful than another, it will be requis
red from him firft to prove that one fpecies is really
more beautiful than another. That we prefer one to
. the other, and with very good reafon, will be readily
granted; but it does not follow from thence that we
think it a more beautiful form ; for we have no crite-
rion of form by which to determine our judgment. He
who fays a fwan is more beautiful than a dove, neans
little more than that he has more pleafure in fecing a
{wan than a dove, either from the ftatelinefs of its mo-
tions or its being a more rare bird ; and he who gives
the preference to the dove, does it from fome affocia-
tion of ideas of innocence that he always annexes to
the dove ; but if he pretends todefend the preference
he gives to one or the other, by endeavouring to prove
that this mote beautiful form proceeds from a particu-
lar gradation of magnitude, undulation of a curve, or
dire®ion of 4 line, or whatever other conceit of his
imagination he fhall fix on, as a criterion of form, he
will be contintally contraditting himfelf, and find at
laft that the great thothet of nature will not be fub-
jeéted to fuch narrow rules. Among the various reafons
why we prefer one part of her wotks to another, the -
moft general, I believe, is habit and cuftom; cuftom
makes, in a certain fenfe, white black, and black whiite ;
it is cuftom alone determines our preference of the co~
lour of the Europeans to the Athiopians, and they,
for the fame reafon, prefer their own colour to ours.
I fuppofe no body will doubt, if one of their painters
was to paint the goddefs of beauty, but that he would
reprefent her black, with thick lips, flat nofe, and.
woolly hair; and, it feems to me, he would alt very
unnaturally if he did not: For by what criterion will
any one difpute the propriety of hisidea? We, in-
deed, fay, that the form and colour of the European
is preferable to that of the Ethiopian; but I know of
no other reafon we have for it, but that we are more
accuftomed to it. It is abfurd to fay, that beauty 18
poffeffed of attraltive powers, which irrefiftibly feize
the correfponding mind with love and admiration, fince
' M.4 that:

L]
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that argument is equally conclufive in favour of the
white and the black philofopher.

The black and white nations muft, in refpet of
beauty, be confidered as of different kinds, at leaft a
different fpecies of the fame kind ; from one of which
to the other, as I obferved, no inference can be drawn.

NoverTy is faid to be one of the caufes of beau-
tv: ‘That ncvelty is a very fufficient reafon why we
fliould admire, is not denied ; but becaufe it is uncom-
mon, isit therefore beautiful? ‘The beauty that is
produced by colour, as when we prefer one bird to
another, tho of the fame form, on account of its co-
Jour, has nothing to do with this argument, which
reaches only to form. I bave here confidered the
vord beauty as being properly applied to form alone.
‘There is a neceflity of fixing this confined fenfe ; for
there can be no argument, it the fenfe of the word s
extended 1o every thing thatis approved, A rofe may
as well be fzid to be beautiful, becaufe it has a fine
{mell, as a bird becaufe of its colour. When we ap-
ply the word beauty, we do not mean always by it a
more beautiful form, but {fomething valuable on ac-
count of its rarity, ufefulnefs, colour, or any ether
property. A horfe is faid to be a beautiful animal ;
but had a borfe as few good qualities as a tortoife, I
g? ?ot imagine that he would be then efteemed beau-

ul.

A rFrrxess to the end propofed, is faid to be ano-
ther caufe of beauty; bur fuppofing we were proper
judges of what form is the moft proper in an animal to
conftitute ftrength or fwiftnefs, we always determine
concerning its beauty, before we exert our underftand,
ing to judge of its fitnefs. ' “

From what has been faid, it may be inferred, that
the works of nature, if we compare one fpecies with
another, are all equally beautiful ; and that preference
is given from cuftom, or fome aflociation of ideas:
And that in creatures of the fame fpecies, beauty is the
medium or centre of all its various forms.

To conclude, then, by way of corollary, if it has

been proved, that the painter, by attending to the in-
© variable
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variable and general ideas of nature, produces beauty,
he muft, by regarding minute particularities, and ac-
cidental difcriminations, deviate from the univerfal rule,
and pollute his canvas with deformity.

CUTENT T oPRERENEATRALD.
No. 84. Saturday, Nevember 19, 1459: -

To the IDLLER

SIR,

Surrose you have forgotten' that many weeks ago;.
I I promifed to fend you.an account of my compa-
nions at the Wells. You would not deny me a place-
among the moft faithful votaries of idlenefs, if you
knew how often I Have recolleCted my engagement,
and contented myfelf to. delay the performance for
fome reafons which I durft not examine becaufe I knew
it to be falfe; how often I have fat down to write and.
rejoiced at interruption ; and how often I have praifed:
the dignity of refolution, determined at night to write:
in the morning, and referred it in.the- morning to the-
quict hours of night.

I nave at laft begun what'I have long' withed at
an end, and find it more eafy- than I expeéted to con--
tinue my.narration.

Our affembly could boatt’ no- fuch conftellation of
intelle€ts as Clatendon’s band of aflociates. We had.
among us no Selden, Falklind, or Waller, but we had.
men not lefsimportant in their own.eyes, tho’ lefs dif-
tinguithed by the publick ; and many a‘time have we-
lamented the partiality of mankind, and agreed that.
men of the deepeft enquiry fometimes lét- their difco-
veries dié away in filence, that the moft comprehen-
five obfervers have feldom opportunities of imparting
their remarks, and that modeft merit pafles in the croud .

unknown and unheeded.
M.s,  Owe:
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Oxe of the greateft men of the fociety was SIM
SCRUPLE, who lives in a continual equipoife of
doubt, and is a conftant enemy to confidenceand dog-
matifm. SIM’s favourite topick of converfation is the
narrownefs of the human mind, the fallacioufnefs of
our fenfes, the prevalence of early prejudice, and the
uncertainty of appearances. Sim has many doubts.
about the nature of death, and is fometines inclined to.
believe that fenfation may furvive motion, and that 2
dead man may feel tho’ he cannot ftir. He has fome-
times hinted that man might perhaps have been natu~
rally a quadruped, and thinks it would be very proper-
that at the foundling hofpital fome children fhould be
incloled in an apartment in which the nurfes fhould be-
obliged to walk half upon four and half wpon two,
that the younglings being bred without the prejudice
of example, might have no other guide than nature,
and might at laft come fcrth into the world as genius.
fhould dire, erettor prone, ontwo legs oron four.

‘THE nextin dignity of mien and fluency of talk,,
was DICK WORMWOOD, whofe fole delight is
to find every thing wrong. Dick never enters a room.
but he fhews thar the door and the chimney are ill
placed. He never walks into the fields but he finds
ground plowed which is fitter for pafture. Heis al-
ways an enemy to the prefent fathion He holds that:
all the beauty and virtue of women will foon be def-.
troyed by the ufe of tea. He triumphs when he talks
on the prefent fyltem of education, and tells us with

eat vehemence, that we are learning words when
we thould learn things. He s of opinion that we {uck
in errors at the nurfe’s breaft, and thinks it extremely.
ridiculous that children fhould be taught to ufe the
right hand rather than the left.

BOB STURDY confiders it as a point of honour.
%o fay again what he has once faid, apd wonders how
any man that has been known to alter his opinion, can
Iook his neighbours in the face. Bob is the moft for-.
midable difputant of the whole company ; for without
troubling himfelf to fearch for reafons, he tires his an-
tagonift with repeated affirmations. When Bob blclas'

¢
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been attacked for an hour with all the powers of elo-
quence and reafon, and his pofition appears to all but
himfelf utterly untenable, he always clofes the debate
with his firft declaration, introduced by a ftout pre--
face of contemptaous civifity. . All thisis very ju-
dicious; you may talk, Sir, as you pleafe; but I will
fll fay what I faid at firk.” Bob deals much inuni-
verfals, which he has now obliged us to let pals with-
out exceptions. He lives on an annuity, and holds that -
there are as many thieves as traders ; he is of loyalty
unthaken; and always maintains, that ¢ he who feesa -
Jacobite fees a Rafcal, _
PHIL. GENTLE is amenemy to the rudenefs of
contradition and the turbulence of debate. - Phil has
no notions of his ‘own, and therefore willingly catches -
from the laft {peaker fuch as he fhall drop. g'This flex-
ibility of ignorance 1s eafily acconunodated to any te-
net ; his only difficulty is, when the difputants grow
zealous, how to be of two contrary opinions at once.
}f no appeal is made to his judgment; he has the art
of diftributing his artention and his finiles in fuch a -
manner, that each thinks him of his own party ; but
if he is obliged to fpeak, he then obferves, that the
queftion is difficult ; that he never received fo much
pleafure from a debate before ; that neither.of the con- -
trovertifts could have found his match in any other
company ; . that Mr, Wormwood’s aflertion is very
well fupported, and yet there is- great force in what -
Mi. Scruple advanced againft it. By this indefinite
declaration both ate commonly fatisfied ; for he that
has prevailed is in good humour, and he that has felt-
his own weaknefs is very glad to have efcaped fo well. -

I am, Sir, Your’s, &c.

RoBin SPRITELY.

Nb. 8s.
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No. 85.  Suturday, November 24, 1754,

IOGRAPHY is, of the various kinds of narrative
writing, that which is moft eagerly read, and:
meoft eafily applied to the purpofes of life. .

In romances, when the wild fieJd of poffibility li¢s,
cpen to invention, the incidents may eafily be made
more numerous, the viciflitudes morefudden, and the
events more wonderful ; but from the time of life when-
fancy begins to be over-ruled by reafon and correfled,
by experience, the moft astful tale raifes little curiofity
when it is known to.be falfe ; tho’ it may, perhaps, be
formetimes read as a model of a neat or elegant ftile,
not for the fake of knowing what it contains, but how:
it is written; or thofe that are weary of themfelves,
may have recourfe to it as a pleafing dream, of which,,
when they awake, they. voluntarily difmifs the images,
frem their minds. - ‘

Tuae examples and eventsaf hiftory prefs, indeed,
wpon the mind with the weight of truth; but when.
they are repofited in the memory, they are oftener em-
ployed for thow than ufe, and rather diverfify. conver-
fation than regulate life. Few are engaged in fuck.
fcenes as give them opportunities of growing wifer by
the dewnfal of ftatefmen or the defeat of generals.
The firatagems of war, and the intrigues of courts,.
are read by far the greater part of mankind, with the
fame indifference as the adventures of fabled heroes, .
or the revolutions of a fairy region. Between- falfe-
hood and ufelefs truth there is little difference. As;
gold which he cannot fpend will make no man rich,,
{o knowledge which ke cannot apply. will make no man,
wife. '

Tre mifchievous confequences of vice and folly,.
of irsggular defires and predominant paffages, are beft.
difcovered hy thofe. relations which are levelled vadtlb

ﬁ.
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the general furface of life, which tell not how any
man became great, but how he was made happy ; not
how he loft the favour of his prince, but how he be-
came difcontented with himfelf.

Tuose relations are therefore: commonly of moft
.value in which the writer tells his own ftory, He that:
recounts the life of another, commonly dwells moft
upon confpicuous events, leflens the familiarity of his
tale to increafe its dignity, fhews his favourite at a di-
flance decorated.and magnified like the ancient aftors
in their tragick drefs, and endeavours to-hide the man
that he-may produce a hero. .

Bur if it be true which was faid by a French- prince;
¢ That no man was a hero. to. the fervants of his
¢ chamber,’ it is equally true-that every-manis yet les
a hero to himfelf. He that 1s moft elevated above the
croud by the importance- of his employments or the
reputation of his genius, feels himfelf affetted by fame
or bufinefs but as they influence his domeftick life.
The high- and low, as they have: the fame faculties
and the fame fenfes, have no lefs fiilitude in- their
pains and pleafures. The fenfations are the fame in
all, tho’ produced by very different occafions. The
prince feels the fame pain when an invader feizes a
province, as the farmer when a thief drivesjaway his
cow. Men. thus equal in themfelves will appear equal
in honeft and impartial biography; and thofe whom
fortune or nature placeat thefgreateft diftance, may afe
ford inftrution-to-each other.

Tre writer of his own life has at leaft the-firft: qua-
lification of an hiftorian, the knowledge of the truth ;
and though it may be plaufibly objeCted, that his temp~
tations to difguife it are equal to his opportunities of
knowing it, yet I cannot but think that impartiality
may be expected with equal confidence from him that
'{elafes the paffages of his own life, as from him that
delivers the tranfattions of another.

Certamnty of knowledge not only excludes mif-
take but fortifies veracity. What we coliet by con-
jeture,. and by conjeture only can one man judge of
anpther’s motives or fentiments, is eafily. modified by

fancy
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fancy or by defire ; as objets imperfeQly- difcerned,
take forms from the hope or fear of the beholder. But-
that which -is fully known, cannot he falfified but with.
reluance of underftanding, and alarm of confcience ;.
of underftanding, the lover of truths of confcience,.
the fentinel of virtue.

He that writes the life of another is either his
friend or his enemiy, and withes either to exalt his praife
of aggravate his. infamy ; many temptations to falfe-
hood will occur in the difguite of paflions, too fpecious
to fear much refiftance. Love of virtue will animate
panegyrick, and hatred of wickednefs imbitter cenfure.
The zeal of gratitude, the ardour of patriotifm, fond-
nefls for an opinion, or fidelity to a party, may eafily
overpower the vigilance of a mind habitually well di-
pofed, and prevail over unaffifed and unfiended
veracity.

BuT he that fpeaks of himfelf has no motive to falf-
bood or partiaiity except felf-love, by which all have
{o.often been betrayed, that al} are on the watch againft
its artifices. He that writes an apolegy for a fingle
aflion, to confute an accufation, of recommend himfelf
to favour, is indeed always to be fufpefed of favouring
his own caufe ; but he. that fits down calmly and vo-
luntarily to review his life for the admonition of poite-
rity, or to amufe kmfelf, and leaves this account un-

ublithed, may be commonly prefumed to tell truth,
fince falthood cannot appeafe his own mind, and fam
will not be heard beneath the tomb.. , ‘

No. 86. ‘Satu}'day, December 1, 1759

NE of the peculiarities which diftinguifh- the -
O prefent age is the multiplication of books.. Every
-day brings new advertifements of literary undertakirgs,
and we are flattered with repeated promifes of grow-

ing wife on eafier terms than our progenitors. i
oW .
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How- much either happinefs or knowledge is ad:
vanced by this multitude of authors, it is not very eafy.
to decide.

He that teaches us any thing which we knew not-
before, is undoubtedly to be reverenced as a mafter.
He that conveys knowledge by more pleafing ways,
may very properly be loved as a benefaftor; and he
that fupplies life with innocent amufement, will be
certainly carefled as a pleafing companion.

But few of thofe who fill the world with books,
have any pretenfons to the hope either of pleafing or
iftructing.  They have often no other tafk than to lay
two books before them, out of which they compile a.
third, without any new materials of their own, and
with very little application of judgment to thofe which.
former authors have fupplied.

Tuat all compilations are ufelefs T do not affert:
Particles of fcience are often very widely fcattered.
Writers of extenfive comprehenfion have incidental
remarks upon topicks very remote from the principal
fubject, which are often more valuable than formal
treatifes, and which yet are not known becaufe they
are not promifed in the tie. He that colle@s thofe
under proper heads is very laudably employed ; for tho’
he exerts no great abilities in the work, he facilitates
the progrefs of others, and by making that eafy of at-
tainment which is already written, may give fome
mind, more vigorous or more adventurous than his
own, leifure for new thoughts and original defigns.

Bur the colletions poured lately from the prefs.
have been feldom made at any great expe: ce of time
or inquiry, and therefore only ferve to diftratt choice .
without fupplying 2ny real want.

I is obferved that ¢ a corrupt- fociéty: has many
‘ laws ;' 1 know not whether it is not equally true,
that ©an ignorant age bas many books’ When the
treafures of anelent knowledge lye unexamined, and
original authors are negle¢ted and forgotten, compilets.
and plagiaries are encouraged, who give us again what
we had before, and grow great by fetting before. us .
what our own floth hath hidden from our view.

Yer.
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YT are not even thefe writers to be indifcriminately
cenfured and rejected. Truth like beauty varies its
fathions, and is beft recommended by different drefles
to different minds ; and he that recalls the attention of
mankind to. any part of learning which time has left
behind it, may be truly faid to advance the literature
of his own age. As the manners of nations vary,
new topicks of perfuafion become neceffary, and new
combinations of imagery are produced; and he that
can accommodate himfelf to the reigning tafte, may
always have readers who perhaps would not have
looked upon better performances.

To exal of every man. who writes that he fhould
fay fomething new, would be to reduce authors to 2
{mall number ; to oblige the molft fertile genius to fay
only what is new, would be to contraét his volumes to
a- few pages. Yet furely there ought to be fome
bounds to repetition ; libraries ought no more to bs
heaped for ever with the {ame thoughts differently ex-
prefled, than with the fame books differently. decorated.

Tue good or evil which. thefe fecondary writers
produce is feldom of any long duration. ~As they owe:
their exiftence to change of fathion, they commonly
difappear when a new fafhion becomes prevalent.
The authors that in any nation laft from age to ageare
very few, becaufe there are very. few that have any
other claim to notice than that they catch hold on pre-
{ent curiofity, and gratify fome accidental defire, or:
produce fome temporary conveniency.

But however the-writers of the day may defpait
of future fame, they ought at leaft to forbear any pre-
fent mifchief. Though they.cannot arrive at eminent
heights of excellence, they might keep._themfelves
harmlefs. They might take care to inform themfelves
before they attempt to inform. others, and exert the
little influence which they have for honeft purpofes.

Bur fuch is the prefent-ftate of our literature; that
the ancient. fage who thought a great book a great
evil, would now think the multitude of books a mui-
titude of evils. He would confider a bulky writer

who engroffed a year, and a. fwarm of pamphletei{s
who,
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who ftole each an hour, as equal wafters of human
ife, and would make no other difference between
them, than between a beaft of prey, and a flight of

locufts.
No. §7. Saturday, December 8, v750.

To the IDL ER

SIR,
I A M a young lady newly-married to a2 young gen-

tleman.  Our fortune is large, our minds are va-
cant, our difpofitions gay, our acquaintance numerous,
and our relations fplendid. We confidered that mar-
riage, like life, hasits youth, that the firft year is the
year of gayety and revel, and refolved to fee the thows
and feel the joys of London before the increafe of our
family fhould confine us to domeftick cares and dome-
ftick pleafures.

LiTTLE time was fpent in preparation; the coach
was harnefled, and a few days brought us to London,
and we alighted at a lodging provided for us by Mifs
Biddy Trifle, a maiden niece of my hufband’s father,
where we found apartments on a fecond floor, which
my coufin told us would ferve us till we could pleafe
ourfelves with a more commodious and elegant habita-
tion, and which the had taken at a very high price,
becaufe it was not worth the while to make a hard
ba:gain for {o fhort a time.

Hzre [ intended to lie concealed till my new cloaths
were made, and my new lodging hired ; but Mifs
Trifle had fo induftrioufly given notice of our arrival
to all her acquaintance, that I had the mortification
next day of feeing the door thronged with painted
coaches and chairs with coronets, and was obliged to
receive all my hufband’s relations on a fecond floor

InconvENIENCIES are often ballanced by fome

advantage : the elevation of my apartments furnithed
a fub-
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a fubje for converfation, which, without fome. fuch
help, we thould have been in danger of wénting. Lady
Stately told us how many years had paffed fince fhe
climbed fo many fteps. Mifs Airy ran to the window,
and thought it charming to fee the walkers fo little in
the ftreet ; and Mifs Gentle went to try the fame ex-
periment, and fcreamed to find herfelf fo far abové
the ground.

Truey all knew that we intended to remove, and
therefore all gave me advice about a proper choice.
One ftreet was recommmended for the purity of its air,
another for its freedom from noife, another for itg
nearnefs to the park, another becaufe there was but a
ftep from it to all places of diverfion, and another,
becaufe its inhabitants enjoyed at once the town and
eountry. |

I nap civility enough to hear every recommenda-
tion with a look of curtofity while it was made, and
of acquiefcence when it was concluded, but in m
heart felt no other defire than to be free from the dif-
grace of a fecond floor, and cared little where I thould
fix, if the apartments were {pacious and fplendid.

. -NexT day a chariot was hired, and Mifs Trifle
was difpatched to find a lodging.  She returned in the
afternoon, with an account of a charming place, to.
which my bufband went in the morning to make the
contratt  Being young and unexperienced, he took
with him his friend Ned Quick, a gentleman of great
fkill in rooms ard furniture, who fees, at a fingle
lance, whatever there is to be commended or cen-
Ezred. Mr. Quick, at the firft view of the houfe, de-
clared that it could not be inhabited, for the fun in the-
afternoon thone with full glare on the windows of the
dining-room. ‘

Miss TrirLE went out again, and foon difcovered
another lodging, which Mr. Quick went to furvey,
and found, that whenever the wind thould blow from
the eaft, all the fmoke of the city would be driven
wpon it.

A MacNIFICENT fet of rooms was then found in
one of the ftreets near Weftminfter-bridge, WhiChTMgs‘

nifle.
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Trifle preferred to any which (he had yet feen; but
Mr. Quick having mufed upon it for a time, con-
cluded that it would be too much expofed in the morn-
ing to the fogs that rile fromn the river.

Trus Mr. Quick proceeded to give us every day
pew teftimonies of his tafte and.circumipection ; fome-
times the ftreet was too narrow for a double range of
coaches ; fometimes it was an obfcure place, net in-
habited by perfons of quality. . Some places were dirty,
and fome crowded ; in {ome houfes the furniture was
ill fuited, and in others the ttairs were too narrow.
He had fuch fertility of objections that Mifs Trifle
was at laft tired, and defifted from all attempis for our
accommodation. '

Iy the mean time I have ftill continued to fee my
company on a fecond floor, and am afked twenty times
aday when I am to leave thofe odios lodgings, in
which I live tumultuoufly without pleafure, and ex-
penfively without honour. My hufband thinks o
highly of Mr. Quick, that he cannat be perfuaded to
remove without his approbation, and Mr. Quick thinks
his reputation raifed by the multiplication of difficulties.

Iv this diftrefs to whom can [ have recourfe. I
find my temper vitiated by daily difappointment, by
the fight of pleafures which I cannot partake, and the
poifef%on of riches which 1 cannot enjoy. Dear Mr.
Iover, inform my hufband that he is trifling away,
in fuperfluous vexation, the few months which cuftom
has appropriated to delight ; that matrimonial quarrels
are not eafily reconciled between thofe that have no
children ; that wherever we fettle he muft always find
fome inconvenience ; but nothing is fo much to bg
avoided asa perpetual ftate of enquiry and fufpenfe.

N

/

I am, Sir,
Your humble fervant,

Preoy HearTLESS.

Na. 88..
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No. 88. Saturday, Decrmber 15, 17559,

et

F what we know not we can only judge by what
' we know. Every novelty appears more wonde;-
ful as it is more remote from any thing with which ex-
perience or teftimony have hitherto acquainted us ; and
if it paffes further beyond the notions that we have
been accuftomed to form, it becomes at laft incredible.

We feldom confider that human knowledge is very
narrow, that national manners are formed by chance,
that uncommon conjuntures of caufes produce rare
effeCts, or that what is impoflible at one time or place
may yet happen in another. Itis always eafier to deny
than to enquire. To refufe credit confers for 2 mo-
ment an appearance of fuperiority, which every little
mind is tempted to affume when it may be gained fo
cheaply as by withdrawing attention from evidence,
and declining the fatigue of comparing probabilities.
The moft pertinacious and vehement demoanftrator
may be wearied in time by continual negation ; and in-
credulity, which an old poet, in his addre(s to Raleigh,
calls the wit of fools, obtunds the argument which it
cannot anfwer, as woolfacks deaden arrows tho’ they
cannot repel them.

Manv relations of travellers have been flighted as
fabulous, till more frequent vayages have confirmed
their veracity; and it may reafonably be imagined,
that many ancient hiftorians are unjuftly fufpeted of
falthood, becaufe our owa times afford nothing that
refembles what they tell

Hap only the writers of antiquity informed us that
there was once a nation in which the wife lay down
upan the burning pile only to mix her afhes with thofe
of her hufband, we fhould have thought it a tale to
he told with that of Endymion’s commerce with the
moon. Had only a fingle traveller related that many

nations of the carth were black, we fhould have
thought
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thought the accounts of Negroes and of the Pheenix
equally credible. But of black men the numbers are
foo great who are now repining under Englith cruelty,
and the cuftom of voluntary cremation is not yet loft
among the ladies of India

Few narratives will either to men or women appear
more incredible than the hiftories of the Amazons; of
female nations of whofe conftitution it was the effential
and fundamental law, to exclude men from all partici-
pation either of publick affairs or domeftick bufinefs ;
where female armies marched under female captains,
female farmers gathered the harveft, female partners
danced together, and female wits diverted one another,

Yet feveral ages of antiquity have tran{mitted ac-
counts of the Amazons of Caucafus; and of the Ama-
zons of America, who have given their name to the
greateft river in the world. Condamine lately found
fuch memorials as can be expeted among erratick and
unlettered natigns, where events are recorded only by
tradition, and new {warms fettling in the country from
time to time confufe and efface all traces of former
-times.

To dye with hufbands, or to live without them, are
the two extremes which the prudence and moderation
of European [adies have, inall ages, equally declined ;
they have never been allured to death by the kindnefs:
or civility of the politeft nations, nor has the roughnefs
and brutality of mere favage countries ever provoked
them to doom their male affociates to irrevocable ba-
nithment. The Bohemian matrons are faid to have
made one thort firuggle for fuperiority ; but inftead of
banifhing- the men, they contented themfelves with
condemning them to fervile offices, and their conftitu-
tion thus left imperfect, was quickly overthrown.

Tuere is, [ think, no clafs of Englith women
from whom we are in any danger of Amazonian ufur-
pation. The old maids feem neareft to independence,
and mott likely to be animated by revenge againft maf-
culine authority ; they often fpeak of men with acri-
monious vehemence, but it is feldom found that they
have any fettled hatred againft them, and it is yet mo[re

rarely
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rarely obferved that they have any kindnefs for each
other. They will not eafily combine in any plot; and
if they thould ever agree to retire and fortify them.
felves in caftles or in mountains, the fentinel will betray
the pafles in fpite, and the garrifon will capitulate upon
eafy terms, if the befiegers have handfome fword-knots,
and are wél fupplied with fringe and lace.

Tue gamefters, if they were united, would make
a formidable body ; and fince they confider men only
as beings that are to lofe their money, they might ive
together without any wifh for the officioufnefs of gal.
lantry or the delights of diverfified converfation. But
as nothing would hold them together but the hope of
plundering one_another, their government would fail
from the defett of its principles, the men would need
only to peglect them, and they would perith in a few
weeks by a civil war.

I po not mean to cenfure the ladies of England as
defettive in knowledge or in fpirit, when I fuppofe
them unlikely to revive the military honours of theit
fex. The charater of the ancient Amazons was ra-
ther terrible than lovely ; the hand could not be very
delicate that was only employed in drawing the bow
and brandithing the battle-axe ; their power was main-
tained by cruelty, their courage was deformed by fero-
city, and their example only fhews that men and wo-

men live beft together.

No. 89. Saturdy, December 22, 1759.

'W HEN the philofophers of the laft age were
firft congregated into the royal fociety, great
expeQations were raifed of the fudden progrefs of ufe-
ful arts ; the time was fuppofed to be near when en-
ines fhould turn by a perpetual motion, and health be
fecured by the univerfal medicine; when learning

thould be facilitated by a real charater, and commerce
. extended
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extended by fhips which could reach their ports in de-

fance of the tempeft. :

But improvement is naturally flow. The fociety
met and Jparted without any vifible.diminution of the
miferies of Jife.  The gout and ftone were ftill painful,
the ground that was not plowed brought no harveft,
and neither oranges ner grapes would grow upon the
Hawthorn. At laft, thofe who were difappointed be-
gan to be angry ; thofe likewife who hated innovation
were glad to gain an opportunity of ridiculing men
who had depreciated, perhaps with too much arro-
gance, the knowledge of antiquity. And it appears
from fome of their earlieft apologies, that the philofo-
phers felt with great fenfibility the unwelcome impor-
tunities -of thofe who were daily afking, “ What have
“ ye done #”

Tre truthis, that fittle had been done -compared
with what fame had been fuffered to promife ; and the
queftion could only be anfwered by general apologies
and by new hopes, which, when they were fruftrated,

ave a new occafton to the fame vexatious enquiry.

Tais fatal queftion has difturbed the quiet of many
other minds. ‘He that in the latter part of his life too
ftri@tly enquires what he has done, can very feldom
teceive from his own heart fuch an account as will
give him fausfation.

We do not indeed fo often difappoint others as our-
felves. We not only think more -highly than others
_of our own abilities, but allow ourfelves to form hopes

which we never communicate, and pleafe our thoughts
with employments which none ever will allot us, and
with elevations to which we are never expeted to rife;
and when our days and years have paffed away in com-
mon bufinefs or common amufements, and we find at
laft that we have fuffered our purpofes to fleep till the
time of ation is paft, we are reproached only by our
own refleCtions ; neither our friends nor our enemies
wonder that we live and die like the the reft of man-
kind, that we live without notice and die without me-
morial ; they know not what tafk we had propofed,

and therefore cannot difcern whether it is finithed.
H:
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He that compares what he has done with what he
has left undone, will feel the effe@ which muft alway;
follow the comparifon of imagination with reality ; he
will look with contempt on his own unimportance,
and wonder to what purpofe he came into the world ;
he will repine that he fhall leave behind him no evi-
dence of his having been, that he has added nothing to
the fyftem of life, but has glided from youth to age
among the crowd, without any effort for diftinction.

Man is feldom willing to let fall the opinion of his
own dignity, or to believe that he does little only be-
caufe every individual is 2 very little being. Heis
better content to want diligence than power, and fooner
confeffes the depravity of his will than the imbecillity
of his nature.

From this miftaken notion of human greatnefs it
proceeds, that many who pretend to have made great
advances in wifdom fo loudly declare that they deipife
themfelves. If I had ever found any of the felf-con-
temners much irritated or pained by the confcioufnefs
of their meannefs, I fhould have given them confolation
by obferving, that a little more than nothing is as much
as can be expected from a being, who with refpet to
the multitudes about him is himfelf little more’ thaa
nothing. Every manis obliged by the fupreme mafter
of the univerfe to improve all the opportunities of
good which are afforded him, and to. keep in conti-
nual ativity fuch abilities as are beftowed upon him.
But he has no reafon to repine thouﬁh his abilities are
fmall and his opportunities few. He that has im-
proved the virtue or advanced the happinefs of one
fellow-creature, he that has afcertained a fingle moral
propofition, or added one ufeful experiment to natural
knowledge, may be contented with his own perfor-
mance, and, with refpec to- mortals like himfelf, may
demand, like Auguftus, to be difmiffed at his depar-
ture with applaufe. _

No. go.
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Aviye xy amiys. Ericr.

Bear énd abftain,

-

OW evil came into the world ; for what reafon

it is that life is overfpread with fuch boundlefs
varieties of mifery; why the only thinking being of.
this globe is doomed to think merely to be wretched,
and to pafs his time from-youth to age in fearing or in.
{uffering calamities, is a queftion which philofophers.
have long alked, and which philofophy- could never
anfwer. ,

ReLiclon informs us that mifery and fin were
produced together. The depravation of human will,
was fol]owcﬁ by a diforder of the harmony of nature ;
and by that providence which often places antidotes in
the neighbourhood of poifons, vice was checked by
mifery, left it fhould fwell to univerfal and unlimited
doniinion.

A state of innocence and happine(s is fo remote
from all that we have ever feen, that though we can
eafily conceive it poflible, and may therefore hope to
attain it, yet our fpeculations upon it muft be general
and confufed. - We can difcover that where there. is
univerfal innocence there will probably be univerfal
happine(s; for why fhould afflitions be permitted to
infeft beings who are not in danger of corruption from
bleflings, and where there is no ufe of terrour nor
caufe of punithment? But in a world like ours, where
our fenfes affault us, and our hearts betray us, we
thould pafs on from crime to crime, heedlefs and re~
morfelefs, if mifery did not ftand in our way, and our
ewn pains admenith us of our folly.

ArmosT all the moral good which is left among
us, is the apparent effect of phyfical evil.

Vou. 1L N GoobnEss
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Goopness is divided by divines into febernefs,
righteoufnefs, and godlinefs. Let it be examined how
each of thefe duties would be practifed if there were no
phyfical evil to enforce it.

SoBRIETY, of temperance, is nothing but the for-
bearance of pleafure ; and if pleafure was not followed
by pai¢, who would forbear it? We fee every hour,
thofe in whom the defire of prefent indulgence .over-
powers all fenfe of paft, and all forefight of future mi-
fery. Ina remiffion of the gout the drunkard returns
to his wine, and the glarton to ks featk; andif nei-
ther difeafe nor poverty were felt or dreaded, every
one would {ink down in idle fenfuality, without any
care of others, or of himfelf. - Too eat and drink, and
lie down to fleep, would te the whole bufimefs of
mankind.

" RIGHTEOUSNESs, or the {yftem of feocial duty,
may be fubdivided into juftice and charity. Of juftice:
ons of the heathen fages has fhewn, with great acute-
nefs, that it was impreffed upon mankind caly by the:
inconveniencies which dnjuitice had produced. * Iw
< the firft ages, fayshe, men afted without any rule
« but the nnpulfe of defire, they pradtifed injuftice
“ ypon others, and fuffered it from others .in thex
¢« turn ; but in time it was difcovered, that the pain of
« faffering wrong, was greater than the pleafure of
« doing it, and mankind, by a general compa&, fub-
« mitted to the reftraint of laws, and refigned the
« pleafure to efcape the paia” ‘

Or charity it is fuperfluous to-obéerve, that it could
have no place if there were no want ; for of a virtue
which could not be prattifed, the omiffion could aot
be culpable. Evil is not only the occafional but the
efficient caufe of charity ; we are incited to the relief
of mifery by the confcioufnefs that we have the fame
nature with the fafferer, that we are in danger of the
fame diftrefles, and may fometime implore the fame
afiftance.

GopLINESs, Of piety, is elevation of the mind
towards the fupreme being, and extenfion of the
thoughts to another life. The other life is fmureci

an
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and the fupreme Being is invifible. None would have
recourfe to an invifible power, but that all other fubjects
had eluded their hopes. None would fix their attention
upon the future, but that they are difcontented with
the prefent. If the fenfes were fealted with perpe-
tual pleafure, they would always keep the mind in
fubjection. Reafon has no authority over us, but by
its power to warn us againft evil.

In childhood, while qur minds ate yet unoccupied,
religion is impreifed upon them, and the firft years of
almoft all who have been well educated, are paffed in 2
regular difcharge of the duties of piety. Butas we
advance forward into the crowds of life, innumerable
delights follicit our inclinations, and innumerable cares
diftratt our attention; the time of youth is paffed in
noify frolicks ; manhood is led on from hope to hope,
and fromiprejedt to projet; the diffolutenefs of plea-
fure, the smebriation of fuccefs, the ardour of ex-
peQtation, and the vehemence of competition, chain
down the mind alike to the prefent fcene, nor is it
remembered how foon this mift of trifles muft be
{cattered,. and the bubbles that float upon the rivulet
of life be loft forever in the gulph of eternity. Ta
this confideration fcarce any man is awakened but by
fome prefling and refiftlefs evil. Thedeath of thofe
from whom he derived his pleafures, or to whom he
deftined his pofleffions; fome difeafe which thews him
the vanity of all external acquifitions, or the gloom of
age, which intercepts his profpe&s of long enjoyment,
forces him to fix his hopes upon another ftate, and
when he has contended with the tempefts of life till
his ftrength fails-him, he flies at laft to the fhelter of
religion.

Tuat mifery does not meke all virtuous experi-
ence too certainly informs ue ; but it is no lefs certain
that of what virtue there is, mifery produces far the
greater part  Phyfical evil may be. therefore endured
with patience, finceit is the caufe of moral good ; and
patience itfelf is one virtue by which we are prepared
tor that ftate in which evil thall be no more.

N2 No. gt.
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No g1. Saturday, Fanuary 5, 1760.

T is a complaint which has been made from time

to time, and which feems to have lately become
more frequent, that Englith oratory, however forcible
in argument, or elegant in expreflion, is deficient and
inefficacious, becaule our fpeakers want the grace and
energy of action. .

Amonc the numerous projetors who are defirous

to refine our manners, and improve our facultiet, fome
are willing to fupply the deficiency of our fpeakers,
We have had more than one exhortation to ftudy the
negleCed art of moving the paflions, and have been
encouraged to believe that our tongues, however feeble
in themielves, may, by the help of our hands and
legs, abtain an uncontroulable dominion over the. moft
ftubborn audience, animate the infenfible, engage the
carelefs, force tears from the obdurate, and money
from the avaricious.
- Ir by flight of hand, or nimblenefs of foot, all
thefe wonders can be performed, he that fhall neglect
to attain -the free ufe of his limbs may be juftly cen-
fured as criminally lazy. But I am afraid that no fpe-
cimen of fuch effe®s will eafily be thewn. If I could
once find a {peaker in Change- alley raifing the price of
ftocks by the power of perfuafive geftures, I fhould
very zealoufly recommend the fludy of this art; but
having never feen any altion by which language was
much aflifted, 1 have been hitherto inclined to doubt
whether my countrymen are not blamed too haftily
for their calm and motionlefs utterance.

Foxretoners of many nations accempany their
fpeech with action; but why fhould their example
have more influence upon us than ours upon them?
Cuttoms are not to be changed but for better. Let
thofe who defire to reform us fhew the benefits of

the change propofed. When the Frenchman wa\i]e's
is
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his hands and writhes his body in recounting the revo-
lutions of @ game at cards, or the Neapolitan, who
tells the hour of the day, thews upon his fingers the
number which he mentions, I do not perceive that
their manual exercife is of much ufe, or that they
leave any image more deeply imprefled by their buftle
and vehemence of communication.

Uron the Englith ftage there is no want of action;
but the difficulty of making it at once various and
proper, and its perpetual tedency to become ridicu-
lous, notwithftanding all the advantages which art and
fhow, and cuftom and prejudice can give it, may prove
how little it can be admitted into any other place,
where jt can have no recommendation but from truth
and nature. ’

Tre ufe of Englith oratory is only at the bar,
in the parliament, and in the church. Neither the
judges of our laws nor the reprefentatives of our peo-
ple would be much affeted by laboured getticulation,
or believe any man the more beeaufe he rolled his eyes,
or. puffed his cheeks, or fpread abroad his arms, or
ftamped the ground, or thumped his breaft, or turned
his eyes fometimes to the cieling and fometimes to the
floor. Upon men intent only upon truth, the arm
of an orator has little power ; a credible teftimony, or
a cogent argument, will overcome all the art of modu-
lation, and all the violence of contortion.

It is well known thatin the city which may be
called the parent of oratory, all the arts of mechanical
perfuafion were baniihed from the court of fupreme
judicature. ‘The judges of the Areopagus confidered
aflion and vociferation as a foolith appeal to the exter-
nal fenfes, and unworthy to be practifed before thofe
who had no defire of idle amufement, and whofe only
pleafure was to difcover right. .

Waerner attion may not be yet of ufe in churches,
where the preacher addreffes a mingled audience, may
deferve enquiry. Itis certain that the fenfes are more
powertul as the reafon is weaker ; and that he whofe
ears convey little to his mind, may fometimes liften
with his eyes till truth may gradually take pofleffion of

N 3 his
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his heart.  If there be any ufe of gefliculation, it muft
be appiied to the ignorant and rude, who will be more
affeCted by vehemence than delighted by propriety. In
the pulpit lictle ation can be proper, for aftion can
Hluflrate nothing but that to which it may be referred
by mature cr by cuftom. He that imitates by his hand
a moticn which he defcribes, explains it by natural fi-
militede ; he that Jays his hand on his breaft when he
expreffes pity, enforces his words by a cuttomary allu-
fion. But theology has few topicks to which action can
be appropriated ; that aftion which is vague and inde-
terminate will at laft fettle into habit, and habitual pe-
culiarities are quickly ridiculous.

Ir is perhaps the chara&er-of the Englifh to defpife
triffes; and that art may fure'y be accounted a trifle
which is at once ufelefs and ottentatious, -‘which .can
feldom be practifed with propriety, and which as the
mied is more cultivated, is lefs powerful.  Yet as all
lanocent means are to be ufed for the propagation of
truth, T would not deter thofe who are employed in
prezching to common congregations from any praftice
which they may find perfuafive, for, compared with
the converfion of finners, propriety -and elegance are

lefs thag nothing.

No.g2. Saturday, Fanuary 12, 1760.

T is common to overlook what is near by keeping
the eye fixed upon fomething remote. In the fame
manner prefent opportunities are neglefted, and attain-
able good is flighted, by minds bufied in extenfive
ranges and intent upon future advantages. Life, how-
ever thort, is made ftill fhorter by wafte of time, an.d‘
its progrefs towards happinefs tho’ naturally flow, is
yet retarded by unnecefiary labour. _
Tre difficulty of obtaining knowledge is univerfally
confefled. To fix decply in the mind the principles

of fcience, to fettle their limitations, and cie:dr.u:el the
ong



No.g2. The IDLER 25

fong fucceflion of their confequences ; to comprehend
the whole compafs of complicated {yftems, with all
the arguments, objections, and folutions, and to- repo-
fite in the intelleCtual treaflury the numberlefs faéts, ex-
periments, apophthegms, and pofitions, which muft
ftand fingle in. the memory, and of which none has
any perceptible connettion. with the reft, is a tafk which,.
tho’ undertaken with ardour and purfued wicth dili-
gence, mudt at Jaft be left unfinithed by the frailty of
euf nature.

To make the way to learnimg. either lefs fhort or
lefs fmoath s certainly abfurd ; yet this is the apparent
effe of the prejudice which feems to prevail among.
us in favour of foreign authors, and of the contempt
of our native literature, which this excurfive curiofity
muft neceflaiily-produce. Every man is more fpeedily.
inftruted by hisown language, than: by any any other;
before we. fearch the reft of the world for teachers, Jet
us try whether we may not fpare our trouble by find-
ing them at home. |

‘Fae riches of the Englifh language are much grea~
ter than they are commonly fuppafed. Many ufeful
and valuable: books. lie buried in thops and libranies,
unknown and unexamined, ynlefs fome-lucky compiler
apens them by chanee, and finds an eafy fpoil of wit
and fearning. I am far from intending toinfinuate, that
other languages are pot neceffary to him who afpires
to eminence, and whofe whole life is devoted to-ftudy ;.
but ro hitz who reads only for amufement, or whofe
purpofe is not to-deck himfelf with the honours of lite~
rature, but to be qualified for demeftick ufefulnefs, and.
fit down content with fubordinate reputation, we have:
authors fufficient to-fill up all the vacancies of bis time,.
and gratify moft of his withes for information.

Or our poets | need fay little, becaufe. they are:
perhaps the only authors to- whom their.country has
done juftice. We confider the whole fucceflion from
Spenfer to Pope, as fuperiour to-any names which the
continent can boaft, and therefore the poets of other
nations,, however familiarly they may be fometimes:

. N 4 Tegn-
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mentioned, are very little read except by thofe who
defign to borrow their beauties.

Tuexre 15, I think, not one of the liberal arts
which may not be competently learned in the Englith
language. He that fearches after mathematical know-
Jedge may bufy himfelf among his ewn countrymen,
and will find one or other able to inftract him in ever
part of thofe abftrufe fciences. He that is delighted
with experiments, and wifhes to know the nature of
bodies from certain and vifible effes, is happily placed
where the mechanical philofophy was firft eftablithed
by a publick inftitution, and from which it was {pread
to all other countries. : o :

Tue more airy and elegant ftudies of philology
and criticifm have little need of any foreign help.
Tho’ our language, not being very analogical, gives
few opportunities for grammatical refearches, yet we
have not wanted authors who have confidered the prin-
ciples of {peech; and with critical writings we abound
fufficiently to enable pedantry to impofe rules which
can feldom be obferved, and vanity to talk of books
which are feldom read. - S

Bur our own language has from the reformation
to the prefent time, been chiefly dignified and adorned
by the works of our divines, who, confidered as com-
mentators, controvertifts, or preachers, have un-
doubtedly left all other nationsfar behind them. No
vulgar language can boaft fuch treafures of theological
knowledge, or fuch multitudes of authors at once
learned, elegant, and pious. Other countries and
other communions have authors perhaps equal in abi-
lities and diligence to ours; but if we unite number
with excellence, there is certainly no nation which muft
not allow us to be fuperiour. Of morality little is ne-
ceffary to be faid becaufe it is comprehended in practi-
cal divinity, and is perhaps better taught in Englith fer-
mons than in any other books ancient or modern. Nor
fhall I dwell on our excellence in metaphyfical fpecula-
tions, becaufe he that reads the works of our divines,.
will eafily difcover how far human fubtilty has been

able to penetrate. .
PoLiTicAL
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PoriticaL knowledge is forced upon us by the
form of our conftitution, and all the myfteries of go-
vernment are difcovered in the attack or defence of
every minifter. ‘The original law of {ociety, the rights.
of fubjeéts, and the prerogatives of kings, have been
confidered with the utmoft nicety, fometimes pro-.
foundly inveftigated, and fometimes familiarly ex-
plained. . _ .

Trus copioufly inftrutive is the Englith language,.
and thus needlefs is all recourfe to foreign writers.
Let us not therefore make our neighbours proud by
foliciting help which we do not want, nor difcourage.
our own induftry by difficuldes which we need not

{uffer.
CRRSTRERRDCNBEEICELTUT TN
No. ¢ 3. Saturday, Fann ry 19, 1760.

HATEVER is ufeful or honourable will be

defired by many who never can obtain it, and’
that which cannot be obtained when it is defired, arti-
fice or folly will be diligent to counterfeit. Thofe to
whom fortune has denied gold and diamonds decorate
themfelves with ftones and metals which have f{ome-
thing of the thow but little of the value; and'every
moral excellence or intelleCtual faculty has fome vice'
or folly which imitates its appearance: .

Every man withes to be wife, and they who can-
not be wife are almoft always cunning. The lefs is'
the real difcernment of thofe whom bufinefs or conver-
fation brings together, the more illufions are praifed ;
nor is caution ever fo neceffary as with affociates or
opponents of feeble minds.

Cunwing differs from wifdom as twilight from
open day. He that walks in the funfhine goes boldly
forward by the neareft way; he fees that where the
path is fireight and even he may proceed in fecurity,
and where it is rough and crooked he eafily compiies

with the turns and avoids the obftruétions. But the
‘ N s traveller
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traveller in the dufk fears more as he fees lefs; ke
kaows there may be danger, and therefore fufpeéts that
he is never fafe, tries every ftep befare he fixes his foat,
and fhrinks at every noife lefk violence thould approach
him. Wifdom comprehends at once the end and the
means, eftimates eafinefs or difficulty, and is cautious
or confident in dne proportion. Cuoniag difcovers
litde at a time, and has no other means of centain
than multiplication of ftratagems and fuperfluity of ful-
picion. The man of cunning always confiders that he
can never be too fafe, and therefore always keeps hiw-
felf envcloped in a mift, impenetrable, as he hapes,. to.
the eye of rivalry or curiofity.

Urox this principle Toy Dovsre has formed a
habit of eluding the moft harmlefs queftion. What
he has no inclination to anfwer, he pretends fome-
times not to hear, and endeavours to divert the enqui-
rer’s atteation by fome other fubject; but if he be:
prefled hard by repeated interrogation, he always
evades a diret reply. Atk him whom he likes beft on
the ftage ; he is ready to tell that there are feveral ex-.
cellent pertormers  Enquire when be was laft at the
coffee-hcufe, he replics, that the weather has been.
bad lately. Defire him to. tell the age of any of his.
acquainiance, he immediately mentions another who is-
alder or younger.

WILZ PUZZLE values kimfelf upon a long reach.
He forefees every. thing before it will.happen, though-
he never relates his prognoftications till the event is
pait.  Noihing has come ta pafs for thefe twenty years.
of which Mr. Puzzle had not given broad hiats, and.
told at leaft that it was not;proper to tell.. Of thofe
predi®ions, which every cooclufion will equally verify,
he always claims the credit, and: wonders. that his.
friends did not underftand them. He fuppofes very.
truly that much may be known wbich he knows not,
and therefore pretends tp know much of which he and.
all mzakiad are equally ignorant. 1 defired his opinion.
;eﬁerday of the German war, and was told that:if the

ruilians were well fupparted, fomething great may be
expedied, bus that they bave very powerful enemies-
10
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to.erCownter, that the Anftrian general has long expe-

rience, and the Ruffians are haﬁ and refob,h?fe;xl?:t

that no human power is invincible. 1 then drew the

converfation to our own affairs, and invited him to-bal-

lance the probabilities of war and peace; he told me

that war requires courage, and’ negotiation judgment,.
and that the time will come when it will be feen whe--
ther our fkill in treaty is equal to our bravery inbattle:

To this general prattle he will -appeal hereafter, and.
wil demand to have his forefight applauded, whoever:
fhall at laft be conquered ot wiGterious..

- Wrra. Ned Smuggle all is a fecret.  He believes:
himfelf watched by obfervation and malignity on every-
fide, and rejoices in-the dexterity by which he has ef-

caped fmares that never were laid. Ned. holds that a:
man-is never deceived if be never trufts, and there--
fore will not tell the name of his taylor or his hatter ;-
he rides out every morning for the air; and pleafes
himfelf with thinking that nebody knews where he has-
been ; when he dines with a friend he never goes to his

haufe the nearelt way, but walks up a bye-ftreet to:
perplex the fcent:” When hie has a coach called, he

never tells him at the door the true place to which heis-
going, but ftops him in the way, that he may give him:
directions where nobody can bear hini. The price of
what he buys or fells is always concealed. He often:
trkes lodgings in the country by a wrong name, and -
thinks that the world is wondering where he can be

hid. All thefe tranfaltions he regifters ip a book,

which, be fays, will fome time or other amare:
pofterty. _

I'r -is remarked by Bacon that' many men try to pro-
cure reputation enly by objetions, of which if they
are once admitted the nullity. never appears, becaufe -
the defign is Jaid afide.- . ¢ This falfe feint of wifdom,””
fays he, ¢ is the ruin of bufinefs’  The whole power
of cunning is privative ; -to fay nothing, and to do-no-~
thing, is the utmoft of its reach. Yet men:thus nar-
row bynature, and mean by art, are- fometimes able -
to rife by the mifcarriages of bravery and the opennefs

of integrity, and by watching failures and fuatching
' oppor,
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opportunities, obtain advantages which belong properly
to higher characters. -.

No. 94. Saturday, Jannary 26, 1760.

AMSOFTLY was bred a fugar-baker: but
fucceeding to a confiderable eftate on the death of

his elder brother, he retired early from bufinefs, mar-
ried a fortune, and fettled in a country houfe near
Kentith-town. Sam, who formerly was a fport{man,
and in his apprenticefhip ufed to frequent Barnet races,
keeps a high chaile, with a brace of feafoned geldings.
During the fummer months, the principal paflion and
employment of Sam’s life is to vifit, in this vehicle,
the moft eminent feats of the nobility and gentry in dit-
ferent parts of the kingdom, with his wife and fome
felet friends. By thefe periodical excurfions Sam gra-
tifies many important purpofes  He aflifts the feveral
pregnancies of his wife ; he thews his chaife to the beft
advantage ; “he indulges his infatiable curiofity for
finery, which, fince he has turned gentleman, has
grown upon him to an extraordinary degree ; he dif-
covers tafte and {pirit ; and, what is above all, he finds
frequent opportunities of difplaying to the party, at
every houfe he fees, his knowledge of family connec-
tions. At firft, Sam was contented with driving a
friend between Londoa and his villa. Here he prided
himfelf in pointing out the boxes of the citizens on each
fide of the road, with an accurate detail of their re-
fpective failures or fucceffes in trade; and harangued
on the feveral equipages that were accidentally palfing.
Here, too, the feats, interfperfed on the furrounding
hills, afforded ample matter for Sawm’s eurious difce-
veries. For one, he told his companion, .a rick Jew
had offered money; and that a retired widow was
‘courted at another, by an eminent dry-falter. At the
fame time he difcuffed the utility and enumerated ,the
.A - CXpRACSS
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expences of the lflington turnpike. But Sam’s ambi-
tion is at prefent raifed to nobler undertakings. ‘

Wuen the happy hour of the annual expedition
arrives, the feat of the chaife is furnithed with Ogil-,
by’s book of- roads, and a choice quantity of cold.
tongues. The moft alarming difafter which can hap-,
pen to our hero, who thinks he throws a whip admi-,
rably well, is to be overtaken in a road which affords
no quartet for wheels. Indeed few men poffefs more
kkill or difcernment for concerting and conduéling a
Party of Pleafure. When afeat is to be furveyed, he
has a peculiar talent at {eleting fome fhady bench in
the park, wliere the company may moft commodioufly
refrefh themfelves with cold tongue, chicken, and
French rolls ; and is very fagacious in difcovering what
cool temple in the garden will be beft adapted for
drinking tea, brought for this purpofe, in the after-
noon, and from which the chaife may be refumed with
the greateft convenience In viewing the houfe itfelf;
he is principally attracted by the chairs and beds, con-
cerning the coft of which his minute enquiries gene-
rally gain the cleareft information.  An agate table ea-
fily diverts his eyes from the moft capital ftrokes of
Rubens, anda Turkey carpet has more charms than a
Titian. Sam, however, dwells with fome attention
on the family portraits, particularly the moft modern
ones ; and as this is a topick on which the houfe-keep-
er ufually harangues in a more copious manner, he
takes this opportunity of improving his knowledge of
inter-marriages. Yet, notwith{tanding this appearance
of fatisfa®ion, Sam has fome objection to all he fees.
One houfe has too ‘much gilding; at another, the
chimney-pieces are all monuments ; at a third, ke con-
jectures that the beautiful canal muft certainly be dri-
ed up in a hot fummer. He defpifes the ftatues at
Wilton, becaufe he thinks he can fee muchi better car-
ving in Weftminfter Abbey. But theré is one. general
abjetion which he s fure to_ make at almoft every
houfe, particularly at thofe which are moft diftinguifh-
ed. He allows that all the apartments are éxtretrgely
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fine, bot 2dds, with a fneer, that they are too fine to
be inhabited.

MisarrrLiED genius moft commenly proves ridi-
culous. Had Sam, as mature intended, contentedly
continued in the calmer and lefs confpicuous purfuits
of fugar-baking, he might bave been-a refpeCtable and
ufeful charater. At prefent he diffipates his- lifé:in a.
fpecious idlenefs, which neither improves himfelf nor.
bis friends. Thofe talents which might have benefited
fociety, he expo‘es to contempt by falfe pretenfions,
He affes pleafures which he cannot enjoy, and is ac-
quainted only with thofe fubjetts on-which he has no-
right to talk, and which it isno merit to underfland.

No. 95. Saturday, February 2, 1560.

T is common to find young men-ardent-and diligent
in the purfuit of knowledge, bui the progrefs of.
life very often produces laxity and indifference; and.
not only thofe who are at liberty to chufe their bufi-
nefs and amufements, but thofe likewife whofe profef-
fions engage them in literary enquiries pafs the latter
art of their time without improvement, and fpend.
the day rather in any other entertainment than that:
which they might find among their baoks.

Tuis abatement of the vigour of cutiofity is fomne-
times imputed to the infufficiency of learning Men-
are fuppofed to remit their labours, becaufe they find.
their labours to have been vain; and to fearch no long-
er after truth and wifdom, becaufe they at laft defpair.
of finding them.

BuT this reafon i§ for-the moft part very falfelyaf
Gigned. Of learning, as of virtue, it may be affirmed,
that it is at oace honoured and ne; 1e€ted. Whoever:
forfakes it will for ever look after-it with longing, la-
ment the lofs which be doés nét_endeavour'to repaif,

and defire the good which he wants refolution to ielzz
anag..
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and keep. ‘The IpLER never applauds his own idle-
ne!'s,hnor does any man repent of the diligence of his
outh.

! Se many hindrances may obftruét the acquifition
of knpwledge, that there is little reafon for wondering
that it is in 2 few hands. ‘'To the greater part of man-
kindthe duties of life are inconfiftent with much ftu-
dy, and the hours which they would fpend upon let-
ters muft be ftolen from their occupations and their
families. Many {uffer themfelves to be Jured by mere
{pritely and luzurious pleafures from the thades of con-
templation, where they find feldom more than a calm.
delight, fuch as, though greater than all others, if its
certainty and its duration be reckoned v.ith its power
of gratification, is yet eafily quitted for fome extempo-
rary joy, which the prefent moment offers, and ano-
ther perhaps will put out of reach.

IT isthe great excellence of learning thatit bor-
rows very little from time or place ; it is not confined
to feafon or to climate, to cities or to the country, but
may be cultivated and enjoy ed where no other pleafure
oan be obtained. But this quality, which conttitutes
much of its value, is one occafion of neglect; what
may be done at all rimes with equal propriety, is de-
ferred from day to day, till the mind is gradually re-
conciled to the omiflion, and the attention is turned to
other obje@ts. 'Thus habitual idlenefs gains too much.
power to be conquered, and the foul fhrinks from.
the idea of intelleCtual labour and intenfenefs of me-
ditation.

Tuat thofe who profefs to advance learning fome-.
times obftrué it, caamnot be denied ; the continual
multiplication of books not only diftraéts chaice but
difappoints-enquiry. To him that has moderately fto--
ted his mind with images, few writers afford.any no-
velty ; or what little they have to-add to the common
ftock of learning is. fo buried in.the mas of general
notions, that, fike filver mingled with the oar ,of.'_Iea?'fi
it is too Jittle to pay for the labour of feparation; an
he.that has often been deceived by the promife ofla

fitiec, .
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title, at laft grows weary of examining, and is tempt-
ed to confider all as equally fallacious.

TreRE are indeed fome repetitions always lawful,
becaufe they never deceive. He that writes the hif-
tory of paft times, undertakes only to decorate known'
falts by new beauties of method or of ftyle, or at moft
to illuftrate them by his own refletions. The author
of a fyftem, whether moral or phyfical, is obliged to
nothing beyond care of feleCtion and regularity of dif-
pofition. But there are others who claim the name of
authors merely to difgrace it, and fll the world with
volumes only to bury lettersin their own rubbith. The
traveller who tells, in a pompous folio, that he faw
the Pantheon at Rome, and the Medicean Venus at
Florence ; the natural hiftorian who, defcribing the
produtions of a narrow ifland, recounts all that it has
in common with every other part of the world: the
colleCtor of antiquities, that accounts every thing a
curiofity which the ruins of Herculaneum happen to
emit, though an inftrument already fhewn in a thou-
fand repofitories, or a cup common to the ancients,
the moderns, and all mankind, may be juftly cenfured
as the perfecutors of ftudents, and the thieves of that
time which never can be reftored.

No. 96, Saturday, February g, 1760.

Te the 1D L E R,

Mr. IpLER,
T is, 1 think, univerfally agreed, that feldom any
good is gotten by complaint ; yet we find that few
forbear to complain, but thofe who are afraid of be-
ing reproached as the authors of their own miferies.
I hope therefore for the cammon permiffion, to-lay my
cafe before you and your readers, by which I fhall dif-
burthen my heart, though I cannot hope to receive ei-
ther affiftance or confolation.

Iam
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I am a trader, and owe my fortune to frugality and
induftry. 1 began with little; but by the eafly and
obvious method of fpending lefs than I gain, 1 have
every year added fomething to my ftock, and expeét
to have a feat in the common-council at the next
election. :

My wife, who was as prudent as inyfelf, died fix
years ago, and left me ode fon and one daughter, for
whofe fake I refolved never to marry again, and rejec-
ted the overtures of Mrs. Squeeze, the brokers wi-
dow, who had ten thoufand pounds at her own dif-

ofal.

] I prep my fon at a fchool near Iflington, and
when he had learned arithmetick, and wrote a good
hand, 1 took him into the fhop, defigning, in about
ten years, to retire to Stratford or Hackney, and Jeave
him eftablithed in the bufinefs. ‘.

For four years he was diligent and fedate, entered
the thop before it was opened, and when it was fhut,
always examined the pins of the window. " In any in-
termiffion of bufinefs it was his conftant praétice to pe-
rufe the ledger. I had always great hopes of him,
when 1 obferved how forrowfully he would fhake his
head over a bad debt, and how eagerly he would lif-
ten to me when | told him that he might, at one time
or other, become an alderman.

We lived together with mutual confidence, till
unluckily a vifit was paid him by two of his {chool-
fellows, who were placed, I fuppofe, in the army,
becaufe they were fit for nothing better :  They came
glittering in the military drefs, accofted their old ac-
quaintance, and invited him to a tavern, where, as I
have been fince informed, they ridiculed the meannefs
of commerce, and wondered how a youth of fpirit
could fpend the prime of life behind a counter.

I pip not fulpet any mifchief. 1 knew my fon
was never without money in his pocket, and was bet-
ter able to pay his reckoning than his companions, and
expeQed to fee him return triumphing in”his own ad-

vantages, and congratulating himfelf that he was not
one
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ene of thofe who expofe their heads to a mufquet bul-
Jet for three thillings a day. '

He returned fullen and thoughtful ; I fappofed
him forry for the hard fortune of his friends, and tri-
ed to comfort him by faying that the war would foen
be at an end, and that, if they had any honeft occu-
pation, half-pay would be a pretty help. He looked
at me with indignation ; and, fnatching up his eandle,
told me, as he went up the ftairs, that ¢ he hoped o
¢ fee a barle yer.

Way he thould hope to fee a battle T could not
conceive, but let him go quietly to fleep away his fol-
ly. Next day he made two miftakes in the firft bill,
difobliged a cuftomer by furly anfwers, and dated all
his entries in the journal in a wrong month. At night
he met his military compantons agais, €ame homelate,
and quarrelled with the maid.

" From this fatal interview he has gradually loft all
hs laudable paffions and defires. He foon grew ufe-
lefs in the thop, where, indeed, I did not williagly
truft him any longer ; for he often miftook the priceof
goods to his own lofs, and ence gave a promiffary note
mftead of a receipt. :

I pip not knaw to what degree he was carrupted,
tif an honeft taylor gave me notice that he had be-
fpoke a laced fuit, which was to be left for him at
houfe kept by the filter of one of my journeymen. 1
went to this clandeftine lodging, and found, to my
amazement, all the ornaments of a fine gentleman,
which I know not whether he has taken upon credit,
or purchafed with money fubdutted from the fhop.

Tr1s dete®ion has made him defperate. He now
openly declares his refolution to be 2 gentleman; fays
that his foul is too great for a counting-houfe; ridi-
cules the converfation of city taverns; tatks of new
plays, and boxes, and ladfes ; gives duchefles for his
toafts; carries filver, for readinels, in his wailtcoat-
pocket ; and comes home at night in a chair, with.
fuch thunders at the door, as have more than ence
brought the watchmen from their ftands.

LiTTLE
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Lirrre expences will not hurt us; and I could
forgive a few juvenile fralicks, if he would be careful
of the main; but his favourite topick is contempt of
money, which, he fays, is of no ufe but to be {pent.
Riches, without honour, he holds empty things; and
and once told me to my face, that wealthy plodders
were only purveyors for men of {pirit.

Hz is always impatient in the company of his old
friends, and {eldom fpeaks till he is warmed with wine ;
he then entertains us with accounts that we do not de-
fire to hear, of intrigues among lords and ladies, and
quarrels between officers of the guards; fhews a mi
niature on his fnuff-box, and wonders that any man
can look upon the new dancer without rapture.

Avs this is very provoking, and yet alf this might
be borne, if the by could fupport his pretenfions,
But whatever he may think, he is yet far ffom the ac-
complithments which he bas endeavoured to purchafe
at o dear a rate. I have watched hiin in publick pla-
ces. He fneaks in like a man that knows be is where
he thould not be; he is proud to catch the flighteft
falutation, and often claims it when it is not inténded.
Other men receive dignity from drefs, but my booby
looks always more meanly for his finery, - Dear M.
IoLer, tell him what muft at laft become of a fop,
whom pride will not fuffer to be a trader, and wham
long habits in a fhap forbid to be a gentleman.

I am, Sir, &c
Tim. Wainscor.

TR SR T rARES o TR22H)
No. g7.  Saturday, Felyua:y 1€, 1760.

ACHO, 1 king of Lapland, was in his youth
H the moft renowned of the norihern warriors,
His martial atchievements remain engraved on a pillar
of flint in the rocks of Hanga, and are to to this day

folemnly carolled to the harp by the Laplanders, hat
the
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the fires with which they celebrate their nightly fefti-
vities. Such was his intrepid {pirit, that he ventured
to pafs the lake Vether to the ifle of Wizards, where
he defcended alone into the dreary vault in which a
magician had been kept bound for fix ages, and read
the Gothick charaters infcribed on his brazen mace.
His eye was fo piercing, that, as antient chronicles re-
port, he could biunt the weapons of his enemies only
by looking at them. At twelve years of age he car-
ried an iron veflel of a prodigious weight, for the
length of five furlongs, in the prefence of all the chiefs
of his father’s caitle. .

Nor was he lefs celebrated for his prudence and
wifdom. ‘Two of his proverbs are yet remembered
and repeated among the Laplanders. To exprefs the
vigilance of the fupreme Being, he was want to fay,
¢ Odin’s belt is always buckled” To fhew. that the
moft profperous condition of life is often hazardous,
his leffon was, * when you flideon the fmootheft ice,
* beware of pits beneath. He confoled his country-
men, when they were once preparing to leave the fro-
zen defarts of Lapland, and refolved to feek fome
warmer climate, by telling them, that-the eaftern na-
tions, notwithftanding their boafted ferality, pafled
every night amidft the horrors of anxious apprehenfion,
and were inexpreffibly affrighted, and almoft ftunned,
e.\;‘ery morning, with the noife of the fun while he was
rifing.

Hgls temperance and feverity of manners were his
chief praife. In bis early years he never tafted wine ;
nor would he drink out of a painted cup. He con-
ftantly fleptin his armour, with his fpear in his hand ;
nor would he ufe a battle ax whofe handle was inlaid
with bras. He did not, however, perfevere in this
contempt of luxury ; nor did he clofe his days with
honour.

Onxe evening, after hunting the Gulos, or wild-
dog, being bewildered in a folitary foreft, and having
pailed the fatigues of the day without any interval of.
refrethment, he difcovered a large ftore of honey in

the hollow of a pine. This was a dainty whichhhg
a
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had never tafted before, and being at once faint and
hungry, he fed greedily upon it. From this unufual
and delicious repaft he received fo much fatisfa@tion,
that, at his retutrn home, he commanded honey to be
ferved up at his table every day. His palate, by de-
grees, became refined and vitiated ; he began to lofe
his native relifh for fimple fare, and contraéted a habit
of indulging himfelf in delicacies; he ordered the de-
lightful gardens of his caftle to be thrown open, in
which the moft lufcious fruits had been fuffered to ri-
pen and decay, unobferved and untouched, for many
revolving autumns, and gratified his appetite with lux-
urious deferts. At length, he found it expedient to
introduce wine, as an agreeable improvement, or 2
neceflary ingredient, to his new way of living ; and
having once tafted it he was tempted, by little and
little, to give aloofe to the excefles of intoxication.
His general fimplicity of life was changed ; he perfum-
ed his apartments by burning the wood of the moft
aromatick fir, and commanded his helmet to be orna~
mented with beautiful rows of the teeth of the rein-
deer. Indolence and effeminacy ftole upon him by
pleafing and imperceptible gradations, velaxed the fi-
news of his refolution, and extinguithed his thirft of
military glory.

WuiLe Hacho was-thus immerfed in pleafure and
in repofe, it was reported to him, one morning, that
the preceding night, a difaftrous omen had been difco-
vered, and that bats and hideous birds had drank up
the oil which nourifhed the perpetual lamp in the tem-
ple of Odin. About the fame time, a meflenger ar-
rived to tell him, that the king of Norway had invad-
ed his kingdom with a formidable army.  Hacho, ter-
rified as he was with the omen of the night, and ener-
vated with indulgence, rouzed himfelf from his volup-
tuous lethargy, and recolle€ting fome faint and few
{parks of veteran valour, marched forward to meet
him. Both armies joined battle in the foreit where
Hacho had been loft after hunting; and it fo happen-
ed, that the king of Norway chalienged him to fingle

scombat, near the place where he had tafted the ho'rll‘ci]y.
e
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The Lapland chief, languid and long difufed to arms,

was foon overpowered ; he fell to the ground ; and
before his infultng adverfary ftruck his head from his
body, uttered this exclamation, which the Laplanders
ftill ufe as an early leffon to their childien: ¢ The
‘“ vitious man fhould date his deftru&ion from the firft
“ temptation. How juftly do. I fall a facrifice to floth
“ and luxury, in the place where I firft yielded to
¢ thofe allurements, which feduced me to deviate from
¢ temperance and innocence! The honey which |
* tafted in this foreft, and not the hand of the king
“ of Norway, conquers Hacho.” :

No 98. Saturday, Ecbruary 23. 176o0.

‘T may, I think, be juftly obferved, that few books
difappoint their readers more than the narrations of
travellers. One part of mankind is naturally curious
to learn the fentiments, manners, and condition of the
reft ; and every mind that has leifure or power to ex-
tend its views, muft be defirous of knowing in what
proportion providence has diftributed the bleflings of
nature or the advantages of art, among the feveral
nations of the earrh.

THis general defire eafily procures readers to every
book from which it can expeét gratification. The ad-
venturer upon unknown coafts, and the defcriber of
diftant regions, is always welcomed as a man who has
laboured tfor the pleafure of others, and who isable to
enlarge our knowledge and reftify our opinions ; but
when the volumeis opened, nothingis found but fuch
general accounts as leave no diftin&t idea behind them,
or fuch minute enumerations as few can read with ei-
ther profit or delight.

Every writer of travels thould confider, that, like
all otker authors, he undertakes either to infkru& or
pleafe, or to mingle pleafu-e with inftruétion. He that

inftructs
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inftru@s mutt offer to the mind fomething to be imita-
ted or fomething to be avoided ; he that pleafes muft
offer new images tohis reader, and enable him to form
a tacit comparifon of his own {tate with that of others.
Tue greater part of wavellers.tell nothing, becaufe
their methed of travelimg fupplies them with nothing
to be told. He that enters a town at night and farveys
it in the morning, and then haftens away to another
place, and gueffes at the manners of the inhabitants
by the entértainment which his inn afforded him, may
pleafe him{elf for a dnme with a2 hafty change of fcenes,
and a confufed remembrance of palacesand churches ;
he maly gratify his eye witlr. vasiety of landfcapes ; and
regale fus- palate with 2 fuceeflion of vintages; but let
him be contented to pleafe himfelf without endeavour
to difturb others.. “Why fhould he record excurfions
by which nothing could be :learned, or with to make
2 fhow of knowledge whiclr, without fome power of
mtuition unknown to other mortals, he never could

attain. - . |
Or thefe who crowd the world with their itinera~
ries, fome have no other purpofe than to defcribe the
face of the country ; thofe who fit idle at home, and
are'curious to know what is done or fuffered in diftant
coantries, may be informed by one of thefe wanderers,’
that on.a certain day he fet out early with the caravan,
and in the ficfk hour's march faw, towards the fouth,
a hill covered with trees, then pafled over a ftream
which ran northward with a fwift courfe, but which is
probably dry in the {ummer months; that an honr
after he faw fomething o the right which looked ata
diftance like a caftle with towers, but which ke difco-~
vered afterwards to be a.craggy rock; that he then
entered a valley, in which he taw feveral trees tall and
flourifhing, watered by a rivalet not marked in the
maps, of which he was not able to fearn the name ;
that the road afterward grew ftony, and the cousntry
uneven, where he obferved among the hills many hols
lows worn by torrents, and was told that the road was
paffable only part of the year: that going on they
found the remains of a building, once perhapsa fortrefs
to
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to fecure the pafs, or to reftrain the robbers, of which
the prefent inhabitants can give no other account than
that it is haunted by fairies ; that they went to- dine at
the foot of a rock, and travelled the reft: of the day
along the banks of a river, from which the road turn-
ed afide towards evening, and brought themr within
fight of a village, which was once a-confiderable town,
but which afforded them neither good- vi€tuals nor
commodious lodging. '

Traus he condu@s his reader thra’ wet and dry,
over rough and fmeoth, without incidents, without
refleCtion ; and, if he obtains his company for another
day, will difmifs him again at night equally fatigued
with a like fucceflion of rocks and ftreams, mountains
and ruins. :

THis is the common ftyle of thofe fons of enter-
prize, who vifit {avage countries, and range through
folitude and defolation; who pafs a defart, and tell
that it is fandy ; who crofs a valley, and find that it is

een. 'There are others of more delicate fenfibility,
that vifit only the realms of elegance and foftnefs ; that
wander through Italian palaces, and amufe the gentle
reader with catalogues of pittures ; that hear maffes in
magnificent churches, and recount the number of the
pillars or variegations of the pavement. And ther¢
are yet others, who, in difdain of trifles, copy inferip-
tions elegant and rude, ancient and modern ; and tran-
fcribe into their book the walls of every edifice, facred
or civil. He that reads thefe books muft confider his
labour as its own reward; for he will find nothing
on which attention can fix, or which memory can
retain.

He that would travel for the entertainment of others,
fhould remember "that the great objeét of remark is
human life. Every nation has fomething peculiar in its
manufactures, its works of genius, its medicines, its
agriculture, its cuftoms, and 1ts policy. He only is
a ufeful traveller who brings home fomething by which
his country.may be benefited ; who procures fome fup-
ply of want or fome mitigation of evil, which may

enable his readers to compare their condition with that
of
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of others, to improve it whenever it is worfe, and
whenever it is better to enjoy it.

No. 99.  Saturday, March 1, 1760. |

To the IDL E R

S IR,

I Am the daughter of a gentleman, who. during his
life-time enjoyed a fmall income which arofe from
a penfion from the court, by which he was enabled to
. live in a genteel and comfortable manner.

- By the fituation in life in which he was placed, he
was frequently introduc»{ into the company of thofe
of much greater fortunes than his own, among whom
he was always received with complaifance, and treated
with civility. *

AT fix years of age I was fent to a boarding fchool
in the country, ‘at which I continued till my father's
death. This melancholy event happened at a time
when T was by no means of fufficient age to manage
for myfelf, while the paffions of youth continued un-
fubdued, and before expetience could guide my fenti-
ments or my aétions. o |

I was then taken from fchool by an uncle, to the
tare of whom my father had committed me on his dy-
ing bed. With him I lived' feveral years, and as he
was unmarried, the management of his family was
committed to me: In this charatter I always endea-
voured 't6 acquit myfelf, if not with applaufe, at leaft
without cenfure.

At the age of twenty one a young gentleman of
fome fortune paid his addrefles to me, and offered me
terms of marriage. This propofal I thould readily have
accepted, becaufe from vicinity of refidence, and
from many opportunities of obferving his behaviour, I
had in fome fort contrated an affection for him. My

Vor. IL 0 uncle,
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uncle, for what reafon I do not know, refufed his
confent to this alliance, though it would have been
complied with by the father of the young gentleman ;
and as the future condition of my life was wholly de-
endent on him, I was not willing to difoblige him,
and therefore, tho’ unwillingly, declined the offer.

My uncle, who pofleffed a plentiful fortune, fre-

uently hiated to me in converfation, that at his death’
T fhou!d be provided for in fuch a manner that | fhould
be able to make my future life comfortable and happy.
As this promife was often repeated, 1 was the lefs
anxious about any provifion for myfelf. In a fhort
time my uncle was taken ill, and though all poffible
means were made ufe of for his recovery, in a few
days he died.

Tue forrow arifing from the lofs of a relation, by
whom I had been always treated with the greateft
kindnefs, however grievous, was not the worft of my
misfortunes.  As he enjoyed an almoft uninterrupted
ftate of health, he was the lefs mindful of his diffolu-
tion, and died inteftate; by which -means his whole
fortune devolved to a nearer relation, the heir at law.

Taus excluded from all hopes of living in the
manner with which I have fo long flattered myfelf,
am doubtful what method I thall take to procure a de-
cent maintenance. 1 have been educated in a manner
that has {et me above a flate of fervitude, and my fi-
tuaticn rendess me unfit for the company of thofe with
awhom I have hitherto converfed. But, tho' difap-
pointed in my expectations, I do not defpair. I will
hope that afliftance may ilill be obtained for innocent
diftrefs, and that friendfhip, tho’ rare, is yet not. im-
poflible to be found.

I am, Sir,
Your humble fervant,
Sopxta HeepruLL.

No. 1¢c0.
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No. 100. Saturday, March 8, 1760,

A S Ortogrul of Bafra was one day wandering a-
long the fireets of Bagdat, mufing on the vari-
eties of merchandize which the thops afforded to his
view, and obferving the different occupations which
bufied the multitudes on every fide, he was awakenad
from the tranquillity of meditation by a croud that ob-
ftruted his paftage He raifed his eyes, and {aw the
chief vifier, who having returned from the divan,
was entering his palace.

ORTOGRUL mingled with the attendants, and
being (uppofed to have {ome petition for the vifier, was
permitted to enter. He furveyed the (pacioufne’s of
the apartments, admired the walls hung with golden
tapeftry, and the floors covered with filken carpets,
and defpifed the finple neatnefs of his own little has
bitation.

Surery, faid he to himfelf, this palace is the feat
of happinefs, where pleafure fucceedsto pleafure, and
difcontent and forrow can have no admitiion. What-
ever nature has provided for the delight of fenfe is
here fpread forth to be enjoyed, What can mortals
hope or imagine, which the malfter of this palice has
not obtained # Thedifhes of luxury cover his table,
the voice of harmony lulls him in his bowers; he
breathes the fragrance of the groves of Java, and fleeps
upon the down of thecygnetsof Ganges. He fpeaks
and his mandate is obeyed, he withes and his with i3
gratified! alt whom he fees obey him, and all whom
he hears flatter him. How ditferent, Ortogrul, is thy
condition, who art doowned to the perpetual torments
of unfatisfied defire,- and who hat no amulement in
thy power that can withold thee from thy own reflec-
tions. They tell thee that thou art wife, but what
does wifdom avail with poverty? None will flatree

2 ehe
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the poor, and the wife have very little power of flat-
tering themfelves. That man is furely the moft wretch.-
ed of the fons of wretchednefs, who lives with his own
faults and follies always before him, and who has none
to reconcile him to himfelf by praife and veneration.
I have long fought content and have not found it, T
will from this moment endeavour to be rich.

FuLL of this new refolution hé thut himfelf in his
chamber for fix months, to deliberate how he fhould
grow rich ; he fometimes purpofed to offer himfelf as
a counfellor to one of the kings of India, and fometimes
refolved to dig for diamonds in the mines of Golconda.
One day, after fome hours pafled in violent fluttuation
of opinion, fleep infenfibly feized him in his chair ; he
dreamed that he was ranging a defart country in fearch
of fome one that might teach him to grow rich; and
as he ftood on the top of a hill fhaded with cyprefs, in
doubt whither to dirett his fteps, his father appeared
on a fudden ftanding before him. Ortogrul, faid the
old man, I know thy perplexity ; liften to thy father;
turn thy eye on the oppofite mountain. Ortogrul
looked, and faw a torrent tumbling down the rocks,
roaring with the noife of thunder, and {cattering its
foam on the impending woods. Now, faid his father,
behold the valley that lies between the hills.  Ortogrul
looked and efpied 2 little well, out of which iflued 2
{mall rivulet. Tell me now, faid his father, doft thou
with for fudden affluence, that may pour upon thee
like the mountain torrent, or for a flow and gradual
encreafe, refembling the rill gliding from the well?
Let me be quickly rich, faid Ortogrul; let the golden
fiream be quick and violent. Look round thee, faid
his father, once again. Ortogrul looked, and perceiv-
ed the channel of the torrent dry and dufty ; but fol-
lowing the rivulet from the well, he traced 1t toa wide
lake, which the fupply, flow and conftant, kept al-
ways full. He waked, and determined to grow rich
by filent profit, and perfevering induftry.

Havixc fold his patrimony, he engaged in mer-
chandize, and in twenty years purchafed lands on which
ke rai‘ed a houfe, equal in fumptuoufnefs to that gf :

the
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the vifier, to which he invited all the minifters of plea-
fure, expeCting to enjoy all the felicity which he had
imagined riches able to afford. Leifure foon made
him weary of himfelf, and he longed to be perfuaded
that he was great and happy. He was courteous and
liberal ; he gave all that approached him hopes of
pleafing him, and all who thould pleafe him hopes of
being rewarded. Every art of praife was tried, and
every fource of adulatory fiction was exhaufted. Or-
togrul heard his flatterers without delight, becaufe he
found himfelf unable to believe them. His own heart
told him its frailties, his own underftanding reproached
him with his faults. How long, faid he, with a deep
figh, have I been labouring in vain to amafs wealth
which at laft is ufelefs Let no man hereafter with to
be rick, whois already too wife to be flattered.

No. tot, Satum’ay, March 15, 17€0.

Tothe IDLER.

§ 1R,

— HE uncertainty and defe&s of language have-
T produced very frequent complaints among the
learned ; yet there itill remained many words among
us undefined, which are very neceffary to be rightly
underftood, and which produce very mifchievous mif-
takes when they are erroncoufly interpreted.

I Livep in a ftate of celibacy beyond the ufual
time. In the hurry firft of pleafure and -afterwards
of bufinefs, I felt no want of a domeftick companton ;
but becoming weary of labour I foon grew more weary
of idlenefs, and thought it reafonable to follow tlfe
cuftom of life, and to feek fome folace of my cares in
female tendernefs, and fome amufement of .my leifure
in female chearfulnefs. B

03 Tye
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Tue choice which has been long delayed is com-
monly made at laft with great caution. My refolution
was to keep my paflions neutral, and to marry only in
compliance with my reafon. 1 drew upon a page of
my pocket book a fcheme of all female virtues and vi-
ces, with the vices which border upon every virtue,
and the virtues which are aliice to every vice. 1 con-
fidered that wit was farcaftick, and magnanimity im-
pericus ; that avarice was ecoromical, and ignorance
oblecuious; and having eftimazed the good and evil
of every quality, employed my own diligence and that
of my friends to find the lacy in whom nature and
reafon had reached that happy mediocrity, which is
equally remoze from exuberance and deficience.

Every woman had her admirers and her cenfurers,
.and the expedtations which one railed were by another
quickly deprefled: yet there was one In whofe favour
almoft ali fuffrages concurred. Mifs Gentle was uni-
verfally allowed to be a good fort of woman. Her
fortune was not large, But fo prudently managed, that
fae voore finer cloaths and faw more company than
many who were known to be twice as nich. Mifs
Gentle’s vifits were every where welcome, and what-
ever family fhe favoured with her company, the al-
wavs left behind ber fuch a degree of kindnefs as re-
ccminended her to others ; every day extended her ac-
guaintzace, and all who knew her declared that they
never met with a better fort of woman.

To Miss GexTLE I made my addreffes, and was
received with great equality of temper. She did not
in the days of courtthip afflume the privilege of impo-
fing rigorous commands, or refenting flight offences.
if I forgot any of her injundtions i was gently remind-
ed, if I miffed the minute of appointment I was eafily
forgiven. I forefaw nothing in marriage but a halcyon
calm, and longed for the happinefs which was to be
found in the infeparable fociety of a good fort of
woman.

- The jointure was foon fettled by the intervention
of friends, and the day came in which Mifs Gentle
was made mine for ever. ‘The firft month was pa{‘i_'cid

eafily
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eafily enough in receiving and repaying the civilities of
our friends. ‘The bride prattifed with great exactnefs
all the niceties of ceremony, and diftributed her no-
tice in the moft punétilious proportions to the friends
who furrounded us with their happy auguries.

But the time foon came when we were left to our-
felves, and were to receive our pleafures from each
other; and I then began to perceive that I was not
formed to be much delighted by a good fort of wo-
man. Her great principle is, that the orders of a fa-
mily muft not be broken.  Every hour of the day has
its employment inviolably appropriated, nor will any
importunity perfuade her to walk in the garden, at the
time which fhe has devoted to her needlework, or to
fit up ftairs in that part of the forenoon, which fhe has
accuftomed herfelf to fpend in the back parlour.  She
allows herfelf to fit half an hour after breaktalt, and
an hour after dinner; while 1 am talking or reading to
her, the keeps her eye upon her watch, and when the
minute of departure comes, will leave an argument
unfinithed, or the intrigue of a play unravelled. She
once called me to fupper when I was watching an
eclipfe, and fummoned me at another time to bed,
when I was going to give directions at a fire.

Her converfation is fo habitually cautious, that the
never talks to me but in general terms, as to one whom
it is dangerous to truft.  For dilcriminations of cha-
rater fhe has no names; all whom the ientions are
honeft men and agreeable women. She finiles not by
fenfation but by pra&ice. Her laughter is never ex-
cited but by a joke, and her notion of a joke is not
very delicate. The repetition of 2 good joke does not
weaken its effet ; if fhe has laughed once, fhe will
laugh again.

HE i5 an enemy to nothing but ill nature and pride,
but fhe has frequent reafon to lament that they are fo
frequent in the world. All who are not equally pleafed
with the good and bad, with the elegant and grofs,
with the witty and the dull, all who diftinguith excel-
lence from defect the confiders as ill-natured ; and fhe

04 condemns
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condernns as proud all who reprefs impertinence or
aquell prefuinption, or expe@ refpe® from any other
eminence than that of fortune, to which fhe is always
willing to pay homage. -
" THEeRe are none whom the openly hates; for if
cnce (he fuffers, or believes herfelf to fuffer, any con-
tempt or in:ult, the never difmifles it from her mind,
Fut takes ail opportuniiies to tell how eafily fhe can
forgive. 'There are none whom fhe loves much better
than others ; for when any of her acquaintance decline
in the opinion of the wosld, the always finds it inconve-
nient to vifit them ; her affeCion continues unaltered,
but it is impoffible to be intimate with the whole
town.

Sue daily exercifes her benevolence by pitying
every misfortune that happens to every family within
her circle of notice ; the is in hourly terrors left one
fhotld catch cold in the rain, and another be frighted
by the high wind. Her charity fhe thews by lament-
ing that fo many poor wretches fhould languifhin the
‘reets, and by wondering what the great can think on,
that they do fo little good with fuch large eftates.

Her houfe is elegant and her table dainty though
fhe has little tafte of elegance, and is wholly free from
vicious luxzury ; but the comforts herfelf that nobody .
can fay that her houfe is dirty, or that her dithes are
not well dreft.

Tuts, Mr. Iprer; 1 have found by long expe-
rience to be the character of a good fort- of woman,
which I have fent you for the information of thofe by
whom ¢ a good fort of woman, and a good woman,’
may happen to be ufed as equivalent terms, and who
may fuffer by the miftake like

Your bumble fervant,

T Wanrxes.

No. 102,
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No. 102. Saturday, March 22, 160,

MAR, the fon of Huffan, had paffed feventy-
five years in honour and profperity. The favour
of three fucceffive califs had filled his houfe with gold
and filver, and whenever he appeared, the benediti-
ons of the people proclaimed his paffage.
TeRREsTRIAL happinefs is of fhort continuance.
The brightnefs of the flame is walting its fuel; the
fragrant flower is pafling away in its own odours.
"The vigour of Omar began to fail, the curls of beauty
fell from his head, firength departed from his hands
and agility from his feet. He gave back to the calif
the keysof truft and the feals of fecrecy, and fought
no other pleafure for the remains of life than the
converfe of the wife and the, gratitude of the gaod.
Tue powers of his min@?’ were yet unimpaired.
His chamber was filled by vifitants, eager to catch

the di@ates of experience, and officious to pay the

tribute of admiration. Caled, the fon of the vice<
roy of Egypt, entered every day early, and retired late.
He was beautiful and eloquent: Omar admired his
wit, and loved his docility. Tell me, faid Caled, thou

to whofe voice nations have. liftened, and whofe wif~-

dom is known to the extremities of Afia, tell me how
I may refemble Omar the prudent. The arts by
which you have gained power and preferved it, are to
you no longer neceffary or ufeful ; impart to me the
fecret of your conduct, and teach me the plan upon.
which your wifdom has built your fortune.

Younc man, faid Omar, it is of little ufe to form
plans of life. When I took my firlt furvey of the
world, in my twentieth year, having confidered the
various conditions of mankind, in the hour of folitude
I faid thus to myfelf, leaning againft a cedar which

{pread its branches over my head ; feventy yearsare
allowed
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allowed to man; I have yet fifty remaining: Ten
years I will allot to the attainment of knowledge, and
ten I wiil pafsin foreign countries ; [ fhall be learned,
and therefore fhall be honoured ; every city fhall fhout
at my arrival, and every ftudent will folicite my friend-
thip. Twenty years thus paffed will ftore my mind
with images, which 1 fhall be bufy through the reft of
my life in combining and comparing. 1 thall revel in
unexhauftible accumulations of intelleCtual riches; I
thall find new plealures for every moment, and fhall
never more be weary of myfelf. I will, however, not
deviate too far from the beaten track of life, but will -
try what can be found in female delicacy. 1 will mar-
ry a wife beautiful as the Houries, and wife as Zo-
beide ; with her I will live twenty years within the
fuburbs of Bagdat, in every pleafure that wealth can
purchafe, and fancy caninvent. I will then retire to
a rural dwelling, pafls my laft days in obfcurity and
contemplation, and lie filently down on the bed of
death. Through my life it thall be my fettled refolu-
tion, that I will never depend upon the fmile of prin-
ces; that I will never ftand expofed to the artifices of
courts; [ will never pant for publick honours, nor
difturb my quiet with affairs of {tate. Such was my -
fcheme of life, which I impreffed indelibly upon my
memo
Tae firfl part of my enfuing time was to be fpent
in fearch of knowledge, and I know not how I was
diverted from my defign. 1 had no vifible impedi-
ments without nor any ungovernable patfions within. I
regarded knowledge as the higheft honour and the moft
engaging pleafure ; yet day ftole upon day, and month
glided after month, till I found that feven years of the
firft ten had vanithed and left nothing behind them. I
now poftponed my purpofe of travelling; for why
fhould I go abroad while fo much remained to be
learned at home? Iimmured myfelf for four years,
and ftudied the laws of the empire. The fame of
my fkill reached the judges ; I was found able to fpeak
upon doubtful queftions, and was commanded to ftand
at the footftool of the calif. 1 was heard with atten-
tion,
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tion, I was confulted with confidence, and: the love of
praife fattened on my heart,

I striee withed to fee diftant countries, liftened
with rapture to the relations of travellers, and refolv-
ed fome time to alk my difmiflion, that I might featt
my foul with novelty ; but my prefence was always
neceffary, and the ftream of bufinefs hurried me along.
Sometimes I was afraid left 1 fhould be fufpeted of
difcontent, and fometimes left I fhould be charged
with ingratitude ; but 1 fill purpofed to fravel, and
therefore would not confine myfelf by marriage.

In my fiftieth year I began to fufpect that the time
of travelling was paft, and thought it beft to lay hold
on the felicity yet in my power, and indulge myfelf
in domeftick pleafures. But at fifty no man eafily finds
a woman beautiful as the Houries, and wife as Zo-
beide. I enquired and rejected, confulted and delibe-
rated, till the fixty-fecond year made me afhamed of
gazing upon-girls. 1 had now nothing left but retire-
ment, and for retirement I never found 2 time, till
difeafe forced me from publick employment.

Sucu was my fcheme, and fuch has been its con-
fequence. With an infatiable thirft for knowledge I
trified away the years of improvement ; with a reftlefs
defire of feeing different countries, 1 have always re-
fided in the fame city ; with the higheit expectation of
connubial felicity, [ have lived unmarried ; and with
unalterable refolutions of contemplative retirement, I
am going to dye within the walls of Bagdat.

No. 103. Saturd:y, March 29, 1760.

Y T very feldom happens to man that his bufinefs is
I his pleafure. What is done from neceffity, is o
often to be done when againtt the prefent inclination,
and fo often fills the mind with anxiety, that an habi-

tual diflike fteals upon us, and we fhrink involuntarily
from
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. from the remembrance of our talk. This is the rea-
fon why almoft every one wifhes to quit his employ-
ment ; he does not like another ftate, but is difgufted
with his own.

From this unwillingnefs to perform more than is
required of that which is commonly performed with
relu@ance, it proceeds that few authors write their
own lives. Statefmen, courtiers, ladies, generals and.
feamen, have given to the world their own ftories,
and the events with which their different ftations have-
made them acquainted. They retired to the clofet as
to a place of quiet and amufement, and pleafed them-
felves with writing, becaufe they could lay down the:
pen whenever they were weary. But the author,
however confpicuous, or however important, either
in the publick eye or in his own, leaves his life to be
related by his fucceflors, for he cannot gratify his va-
nity but by facrificing his eafe.

It is commonly fuppofed that the uniformity of a.
ftudious life affords no matter for narration; but the:
truth is, that of the moft ftudiouslife a great part paf-
fes without fludy. An author partakes of the com--
mon condition of humanity ; he is born and married.
like another man ; he has hopes and fears, expeétati-
ons and- difappointments, griefs and joys, and friends-
and enemies, like a courtier or a ftatefman; norcan I
conceive why his affairs thould not excite curiofity as.
much as the whifper of a drawing-room, or the fac--
tions of a camp.

Noruinec detains the reader’s attention more pow-
- erfully than deep invelutiens of diftrefs or fudden vi-
ciffitudes of fortune, and thefe might be abundantly-
afforded by memoirs of the fons of literature. They
are intangled by contracts which they know not how
to fulfill, and obliged to write on fubje@s which they
do not underftand. Every publication is 2 new period:
of time from which fome encreafe or declenfion of
fame is to be reckoned. 'The gradation’s of a hero’s.
life are from battle to battle, and of an author’s from,

beok to book.
Success.
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Success and mifcarriage have the fame effeéts in
all conditions. ‘The profperous are feared, hated and
flattered; and the unfortunate avoided, pitied, and
defpifed. No fooner is a book publithed, than the
writer may judge of the opinion of the world. , If his
acquaintance prefs round him in publick places, or fa-
lute him from the other fide of the ftreet; if invita~
tions to dinner come thick upon him, and thofe with
whom he dines keep him to fupper ; if the ladies turn
‘to him when his coat is plain, and the footmen ferve
him with attention and alacrity, he may be fure that
his work has been praifed by fome leader of literary
fathions. . : ,

Or declining reputation the fymptoms are not lefs
eafily obferved. If the author enters a coffee-houfe,
he has a box to himfelf ; if he calls at a beokfeller’s,
the boy turns his back ; and, what is the moft fatal of
all prognotticks, authors will vifit him in the morning,
and talk to him hour after hour of the malevolence of
criticks, the negle@ of merit, the bad tafte of the age,
and the candour of pofterity.

ALL this modified and varied by accident and cuf-
tom would form very amufing fcenes of biography,
and might recreate many a mind which is very little
delighted with con{piracies or battles, intrigues of a
court or debates of a parliament: To this might be
added all the changes of the countenance of a patron,
traced from the firft glow which flattery raifes in his
check, through ardour of fondnefs, vehemence of
promife, magnificence of praife, excufe of delay, and
lamentation of inability, to the laft chill look of final
difmifion, when the one grows weary of folliciting,
and the other of hearing follicitation.

*THus copious are the materials which have been
hitherto {uffered to lie neglefted, while the repofito-
ties of every family that has produced a foldier or 2
minifter are ranfacked, and libraries are crouded with
ufelefs folios of ftate papers which will never be read,
and which contribute nothing to valuable knowledge.

‘T HorE
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I uope the learned will-be taught to know their
own firength and their value, and inftead of devoting
their lives to the honour of thofe who feldom thank
them for their labours, refolve at laft to do juftice to

themfelves.

No. 104. Saturday, April 5, 17€0.

Refpicere ad lingee juffit [patia ultima vite.
To recapitulate life’s utmoft fpace,
He recommended. :

UCH of the pain and pleafure of mankind ari-

{es from the conjetures which every one makes

of the thoughts of others; we all enjoy praife whick

we do not hear, and refent contempt which we do not

fee. The IpLer may therefore be forgiven, if he fuf-

fers his imagination to reprefent to him what his read-

ers will fay or think when they are informed that they
have now his laft paper in their hands.

Varvue is more frequently raifed by fearcity than
by ufe. That which lay negleCted when it was com-
mon, rifes in eftimation as its quantity becomes lefs.
We {eidomn learn the true want of what we have, till it
is difcovered that we can have o more.

Tuis effay will, perhaps, be read with care even
by thofe who have not yet attended to any other ; and
he that finds this late attention recompenfed, will not
forbear to with that he had beftowed it fooner.

Trovceu the IpLer and his-readers have contrac-
ted no clofe friendthip, they are perhaps both unwilling
to part. ‘There are few things not purely evil, of
which we can fay, without fome emotion of uneafi-
nefs, ¢ this is the laft.” Thofe who never could agree
together, thed tears when mutual difcontent has de-
termined them to final separation ; of a place which
has been frequently vifited, tho’ without pleafure, the

laft look 15 taken with heavinefs of heart; and the
IpLER,
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IpLer, with all his chilnefs of tranquiliity, is not
wholly unaffetted by the thought that his laft effay is
now before him.

Tu1s fecret horrour of the laft is infeparable from a
thinking being whofe life s limited, and to whom death
is dreadful. We always make a fecret comparifon be-
tween a part and the whole ; the termination of any
period of life reminds us that life itfelf has likewie its
termination ; when we have done any thing for the laft
time, we involuntarily reflet that a part of the days
allotted us is paft, and that as more is paft there is lefs
remaining. A

It is very happily and kindly provided, that in eve-
ry life thereare certain paufes and interruptions, which
force confideration upon the carelefs, and ferioufnefs
upon the light; points of time where one courfe of
action ends and another begins ; and by viciflitude of
fortune, or alteration of employment, by change of
place, or lofs of friendfhip, we are forced to fay of
fomething, © this is the [aft’

AN even and unvaried tenour of life always hides
from our apprehenfion the approach of its end. Suc-
ceffion is not perceived but by variation; be that lives
to-day as he lived yefterday, and expects that, as the
prefent day is, fuch will be the morrow, eafily con-
celves time as running in 4 circle and returning to it-
felf. The uncertainty of our duration is imprefled
commonly by diflimilitude of condition ; it is only by
finding life changeable that we are reminded of its
fhortnefs. ’

THis conviction, however forcible at every new
impreffion, is every mowent fading from the mind ;
and partly by the inevitable incurfion of new images,
and partly by voluntary exclufion of unwelcome
thoughts, we are again gxpoled to the univerfal fal-
lacy ; and we muft do another thing for the laft time,
betore we confider that the rime is nigh when we fhall
do no more. .

As the laft Iover is publithed in that folemn week
which the chriftian world bas always fet apart for the
examination of the confcience, the review of life, the

extinétion
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extintion of earthly defires and the renovation of holy
purpofes, I hope that my readers are already difpofed
to view every incident with ferioufnefs, and improve
it by meditation; and that when they fee this feries
of trifles brought to a conclufion, they will confider
that by outliving the IpLER, they have paft weeks,
months, and years which are now no longer in their
power ; thatan end muft in time be put to every thidg .-

eat as to every thing little ; that to life muft come
its laft hour, and to this fyftem of being its laft day,
the hour at which probation ceafes, and repentance -
will be vain; the day in which every work of the”
thand, and imagination of the heart fhall be brought
to judgment, and an everlafting futurity fhall be de-
termined by the paft.

FINTIS
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