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TO THE PUBLIC.

As the trial, condemnation, and execution of Abrakam Fehnfone, o
Rlack man, for tke murder of Thowas Read, a Guinea Negro, has
Uste beun 1he genzral fubjedt of converfui my dnd is really what my
be called a fir, uiarly uncommon and pecusiar-caft, as there was nf
fofirive evdence of the fall; the proafieing fourded entirely o
prefumption, and that even not the muff wiolenty it is prefumed thal
- the followsirg pieces will not be unaccaptable to the public, —The more f

as the addrefs to his colsur is a feries of wbo!?bm: admanition, fe
g ther with fome gemeral cbjervations em the pr.fent fituation of
thefz of kis colsur .

His dying confeffian is a fiull and impartial account of bimfelf frim
B&is birth unto the time of Ais execution He h.ving kandedibortcf the du.
geon ke was confired tn, onghe m.rning of & s execution ; before a nin.
ber of ¢-uly refpelable perfons, and declared that all that was theren
containedwas the 1ruth, a~d nathing but the tru-h, it am.ng other far.
culzrs contains many circamflane:s refpelling the crime for which ke ff
fered not hitherto gemerally Anown, and whick in juff:ce both 1o focitty,
and the deceafed could n.t be fuppreffed : The copy of kis letter takis
wiz is inferted merely to gratify the reader's curiofiry, and thar by by
biting the whs e of the pieces left by the unfortunate convifl, before ki,
ke may be enablcd to jfrm an cpinion of the true charafer, and guil
of1h: mar--indepesdent of the malignant afferiduns, and innumercll
falchoods that have been prefagated on this occafion-by prejudicd fir

oxs, '

It wuft alfo be remarled that the account of his life is frongly an
-rob.rated 6)':}; Mulatto man and bis wife, b.th of r{ﬁcé‘}{:jl:grﬁam-
ters, and row liwing in Haddcnfield. ’

We muf further add, that Juries ought to be extremely cautiza
bowy they adnmit evidence found:d folely on prefumption-to offell 1t
dife ofa fellow creatare and deprive fociety of a menber s Prosf o

5 vagre and indeterminable o nature, being too dangerous:to be &l

mitted in this cou.try whire L amt Jorry to fay there is but to, lil
regard paid to oaths, and the mf} glaring ~ perjuries are [uffered
Bafs with impunity ; But itis alfs true (hat drefumptive pooof 11t
celfary to be cdmitted fometrraes, but them it fhould be the moft violt
shat ought in any wife be admiticd to affed ife, for thit, amce gont=
sgn-aever be recaled,




THE
ADDRESS.

OF

ABRAHAM JOHNSTONE,

DBRETHREN,

T is witha heart oyerflowing with love and hoag
ble hope in-iny God and Redeemer, and general bes
fievolenct, charity-and -good will to il mankind
 that T addrels you at this (to-me, and net only o
' ebuit 'to all mankind) folemn important and-truly:
~aweful and’ imerientous - time, -2 time when Tai:
. 6n the vexge of etérnity, dnd-that there is but-a few:
! ﬂxqrt;_ﬂeétixig'_ hoidrs forme toremain in‘this'warldy’
~aud of that fhort time every moment. fpent by mre!
- eveti in addredling you mydear brethren, fhortens.

" Confider my 'deat friends, and-brethren what
amiferable and unhappy fate awaits me-in a few
days, confider what atruly unhappy miferable 2nd’
melancholy -fpeacle I in a few - fhort hours fhall
aid inevitably muft exhibit. - Being now.a devoted

vitiito the jult tefentrient of the laws of my coup-
try’and-thetlés of fociety-juft sefentment—be-
caufe, after a candid and i'mp'artia}' tria] I have been
convilted by a jusy of my peers, twelve truly gosd
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and worthy men whofe, integrity and love of truth {
fo well know thathad they not conccived themfelves
clear of alldoubtsand {cruples, they would not have
c.nfigned 2 fellow creature to death, and to foigro,
minious a death—thrersfore their verdi&t having
eftablifhed a trefumticn of my guilt and my having
not only tranfgrefled the pofitive rules of fociety,
but committed a crime of the blackeft dye, a crime
juftly bateful cdious and herrid in the fight both
of God and man, Iam to fuffer death.—
Whether guilty or not guilty is a queftion that ]
will not enter upon or attempt to affert at this time,
but will wait for a more tremendous and awefu!
moment, that moment when Iam going to be
ufhered out of this vain {rail world and to leave all
earthly confiderations and affedions behind, and
enter intoa ‘ftate of immortality;-intoe a world
where I thall ‘meet my great Creator face to face,
and there muft anfwer formy tranfgreflions whilc
in this world of crofles and vexations before that al
merciful almighty and omnipotent Judge wkhe
knoweth al} hearts who knoweth all aftions, and
before - whom no -mertal prejudies nor delufory or
- malicious fugge{tions or reprefentations can avail,
Itis then at thatvery mo ment when ftanding on the
precipice from which at the very next inftant I mutt
be lauuched into a boundlefs eternity where 1 fhall
meét that all righteous and omnipotent Judge—
tien when my pitiable firzation and the folemuity
and horror of the fpeétable I fhall be exhibiting
fiall ada weight, and death fhall give u fancticn
to my zficrtions, afertions tiat {hal} be fealed with
my lifz, which the law claims forfeir and whi
to the law 1 give up as-an atonunent {or any of-
Zenc= Tmay have been guilty of—"1hen at that ave:
fvl moment fhall I declare my guiit or imroceqce -
‘uch a_manner as to put it either eyond all-doubt
G cortroverfy s For tho’ at this moment 1de-

L
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clare my inndcenge, prejudiced peoplé ebnceive fuck
affertions to originate in-fubtility, faying that 3 hope’
a pardon or repfieve while others attribute‘it to an-
unwillingnefs to confefs the- falt---bothare alike
miftaken for as to_the firft T neither hope, - wifk
nor defire a pardon; being fully fatighed and ‘pre<
pared to dic and death. might perchance’ ¢onte o¥
fome other time when 1 fhould not be as well pré=
pared to attend the fummons- of my dear-Creator.
Neither is there any thing.in deatho terrible ona
nearer view.  'Who amongit you all: lhat»h\ad 2 clear
and juft caufé ihich you-were honely confident
that ye fhould gain would: be concerned at hiceting.
before 2 magiftrate on the day and time appéints’
ed in the fummons ? How much lefy ¢an ] regret:
the being " fummoned before niy heavenly father
and judgeon the .day and time appolnted. Y& -
dear brethern with joy will I rufli into the prés
fence. of my God aind claim frori him the ¥éwardi
that is due to my fuffering in this'life and whieh ¥
firmly: but without prefumption hope to- obtain, To-
that on that héad I am perfedtly at eafe and have
nothing’ to fear. As to the {ecénd head T-have-
100 perfett. a knowledge of the atiributes of my~
great Creator and Redeemer and-tou'greata care for
my {alvation. and-future blifs, ever to ruth inte the
prefence of my Creator with an untruth gufling
from my lips, 2nd I ninft add without Tefentnient
or prejudict that my: love for truth rray have'beent
as great a$ their's that.queftion my veragity.~~And-
conceiving it a duty incumbent on meat this time:
to admonifh and counfel you. with tefpe&t both tor
your prefent-and future welfare; which: God knows: -
hgs always been next my heart, -for | ever atid ke
ways. togk 2 Jiwély jriterelt and-pride in forwatding:
thie affairs:and aflifting. all_ thofe of my ealour; that
I couldy and had God been pleafed to have fparéd:
me and granted me a Jength of days I fondly the’
Aad



(€ )

alas! vainly boped to have rendered myfcifufeful to
ail.  But=ll thefe vain delufions thofe phantoms of
the brat are now totally evanithed, and on one
fide an horrid and igneminious death ftares me in
the face, and in a tew keurs will return this bod
ro 1Us kindr.d -clay, while on the cther fide and
tut a little farther on 1{ee the moft glorious prof-
pzct open to me—and the cutftretchied aims of a
merciful Ged open to receive me into the manfions
of bifsand ranquility. '
Ithen my dear friends and brethern take occafion
from this, to call, and beg your attention to the
following fhort but necefliry council I now offer to
vou, and which il I hepe be treafurcd up in yeur
mirds 2s-the moft proper repofitory, that after my
difolution, yeu isdelivering itto your children,
may givea {igh | and fav, peace be with Abraham’s
{pirit—he deferved a better fate : Counfel which I -
net only thick abfolutely neceffary to promote your
_profperity and welfare, in this life, but eflentiall
neceflzry to your future happinefs as I fhall direct
it to fuch immed:ate points as 1 think moft condu-
. 6ive to them twoends, to the thorough and perfedt
aitainment of both of-which ends all your thoughts
werds and allions fhould be direfted, they being
the’ enly two and true fources from which real
harpineis either in this wotld or the world to come
¢an {pring. '
~Inthefirft place then I moft earneftly exhort and
pray jou, to pe upright, and circumipedt in your
condudt 3 Imuft the more earneftly urge this parti-
culzr from a combination of circumftances that at
this juntureof timeconcurtomake itof importance
to ~ur ceiour for my unfortunate unhappy fate
however unmeited or undelerved, may by fome
ungencrous and illiberal minded peifons, bu par-
ticu arty by thofe who appofe the emancipation of
taofe of our brethern whq as yet are in Havery,
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be made a handle of in order to throw a fhade over-.
or cafta general refle@ion on 23] thole of 6ur colour,
and the keen {hafts of prejudice bz Taunched againit
us by the moft altive and virulent malevolence s
But fuch general vefleQtions or favcafing, Wil be
only made by the low minded . illiberal and.
fordid perfons who zre thz enemies of our coiour,
and of freedom : and to them  fhal} fimply anfwer .
that if the population throughout the United States |
be then taken, and then a lift of 2ll the exccutions .
thercin be had, and compared therewith impar-
tially, it will be found that as  they chinl a.
! pre-emivence over us in every thing elfe, fo.
! we find they alfo have it in this particular, and .
that a vaft majority of whites haye dicd-on the
§ gallows when the population is. accurately. confi
y dered. A plain proof that there are fome whites .
§ (with all due deference to them) capable of being
g equally as depraved and” more gencrally fo tiau
§ blacks or people of colour.. . ' '
4 Another circumftance that renders my fate pe-
§ cuilarly unhappy at this-erifis, is thatit happens
i 2t atime when cvery effort is ufing for' a -thtal
] emancipation of all our brethren in flavery within . |
3 this ftate, and tha by men of exalted . {pirit gene-
refity and humanity~men whofe bofoms glow with
philanthrophy, gbood will to all mankind and 2
1 love of freedom that fhews them to be adtmted. b
the nobl. ft of all motives, that firlt great principle
In'true religion, « do to all men as you wouid
be done unto.,” Men whofe {pirit rifes indignant
at feeing theirfellow creatures whois God h s cre-
ated in-his own likenefs and endowed with immor-
tality, held in bondage to each other, or that one
himan being {hail’ have it inhis power -to tor-
ture and inflik innumerable pains and panitbments
fuch as his ingenuiry may devife and as caprice may
idi&ate to him on an' unfortunate fellow creature

1
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who happens riot to hold an cqual rank in fociety
with him, tho he undoubtadly does in creation
and the eyes of the Alinig ghty.

* Tis thence my. dear frienids and brcthcrn that
1 efteent it fo pccuharIy unfortunate, as it ‘may be
made a handle of to retard the truly laudable “en.
deavours of fuch generous and worthy perfons. But
no, 1 hope not, iam convinced that § it. cannot
for fuch a generous and noble werk 3 too accepta-
ble in the fight of God, and is founded on a balis
too folid and firm to be at all fhaken by fuch way.
ward untoward or unfortunate and unforefeen ags
cidents, s this proves to be, and as to the {coffg
fneers znd railings of the fpitefully malicions or
envious, let them confider but a moment that no
man Jiving knows what fate has in embryo. for hxm
to fuffer, and that no man knows his lcngth of dayo
nor what moment death fhall ufher him mto ch)
endlefs eternity.

Permit me my dear bréthern to ex rm's my | fenti
ménts rare atlarge on this fub]e& ertiments that
I have ionig indulged mylelf in the enpyment of, aud
fentimerits which I firmly hape being delwcrcd to
you at this fd very folemn time, when nature- all
patieiit : and w:thout regrct is awatmg in p_f:'zce thc
fixed dayof diffolution, when T Thall for ever qhit
this world of LI'OITGS tnbuiat:ons, and vexations—
And in order to do it thc more fu]’y and fat.:,fac-
toti y 1 muft beg your attention while Icndeavour
to pomt out the wfﬁtudes o,f fortunc g, coluur
have gencrally cnggpntﬂrcd from theu' ﬁr& intro-
duaxon into this country, as alfo the prcfcnt hnrd-
thips many of them éndure at this monient tho’ we
fhould all fervently blefs God that they ale but lo-
sa!, aiid alfo the very greatbleffings ¢ that ,omé others
enjoy in ftates where [iberality of fentiment and
ph"lﬂnt.;rophy pemaﬂcs thé boEJms of {ﬁc me.xm.ﬁ
CitideAt,
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This country was fir(t difcovered by the Britifh in
4099, But they did nct begin to peopleit by {ending
out colonies until 1606, and the firlt place they fer-
tled at; was a neck of land that run into Powhatan
river in Vi irginiy, they called the place they futtled at
]1mu, Townn houour of the then king, and the
fiver, James, for the fame honomyreﬂfon. Shortly
after religious diffentions caufed very many to leave
their native country and come hither with their fa-
milies and goods where they might enjoy a liber-
ty of Coafmeucc uncontroled and free from the
dinger“of the relimious perfuafions that then ra-
fred in England. Thole tru}y refpeClable emigrants
feztled i that part of this country now called” New
England, and named their firlt place of fettlement
New Ply month, it was a very confiderable time af-
ter before that part of “Alrica called Guinea was
difcovered, ‘and a much fongér time before thcy
attempted to traflic’ in human = bei ings, and tho’
at that time their carlieft and beft writers miention-
ed with abhorrence their cruclties to each other
there, yet they did not hefirate to barter and " traihe .
for them, a3 for otheranimals, and what is tho :} sm,,,
to humanity to relate raile fortures out of the price
of bloed, even in this country in latter years. I have
known mdny aman coatinue the lawful oﬁsprmg
of his loins a {live during life, expofed to ‘every
hard(hip and cruslty b‘.caufe 'he was 2 miulatto.
How very frivolous and vague an excufe, avd fuch
an one as implies the total want of natural feelings,
or atotal want of morality, for fuch perfons

whole ungovernable paffions hurdes them to the
&ﬂmcmou of their grofs apetites by 2.promifcudus
intercourfe, and carnal-knowledge of rhv bodies of
blacks, muft cither admit. them to be human or
themielves to be guilty of the molt odious aiid eno-
mous of all crimes, a crime that { bluili to hime-~
therefore fhall leave, it to your imaginution to fupply

o

i
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the omiflion, and indeed I believe it to be an incon.
trovertible fact, that many of thofe people employed
in that trade get the unfortunate creatures bxg with
child, and then fell child mother and all in order
to the enriching themfelves by fuch tnhuman and
unprincipled means, The continual wars and dif-
fentions between the Aborigines and the fettlers left
the feetlers but little time tocuitivate their lands, and
betides they were too few to carry on hufb.mdr}
with any lucefs, at lealt not fo extenfively as to en-
able themtobeénefitthemfelves by trade intl ¢ Raple
commodities of the country, and Guinea Ncgmcs
having fome fhort time before bzen introduced into
the Weft Indies and found extremely ferviceable,
they werenéxt 'ntroduced into this countryfor they
having tried in vain to make flavesof the Aborigines,
but having found ail their attempts  fruitlefs
they next turned their thoughts to the importa-
tion of our colour, particularly to- the fouthward,

and it increafed aftonifhingly until the colomes de-
clared their independance, and from that time the
importationanaually dccreafcd un:il at laft the finith-
ihmg bléw was given to that moft inhuman and
dizbelical trade by an alt of Congrc[s which ex-
prd’sly prohibits the further importation of ne-
groés into any part of sie United States, fo that
ever memorable era when the dollrine of non-
refiftance was exploded, the unalieneable rights of
man were afferted, and the United States of Amcri-
ca were delaredfovereign free and mdependent, we
may afcribe our prefent dawning hopes of univer-
fal freedom, It was then that the profpe& of to-
tal emancipation from flavery which now begins to
brighten upon us had birth, it was then that free-
dom, liberty, and the natuml rights of mankind
ennobled every fentiment, banifhed every flavifh
regard, and expanded the heart with every thing
areat noble and beneficient, the generous flame
1Prcad with_rapidity, and commuricated itfelf 19
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every rank and degrec 3 every bofom glowed with
an emanated ardour emulative of its noble and ex-
altéd fource, and all ages and perfons, with tranf-
ports unfpeakable thronged around the ftandard
of liberty—but {lill my dear brethren we were
forgotten, or we were not conceived worthy their
regard or attention, being looked on as a different
fpecics : Even the patriotic who ftood forth
the champions of liberty, and in afferting the natu-
ral rights of all mankind, ufed the moft per-
fwafive eloquence the moft powerful rhetoric
and choiceft language the rich treafury of words
could afford, thofe who undauntedly ftood forth day
by day the advocates of liberty, at night would be
cruel rigid and inexorable tyrants, How prepofter-
oufly abfurd muft an impartial obferver think the
man whon he fees one moment declaring with a
mott incredible volubility in favour of natural rights
and general freedom, and the next moment with
his own hands for fome very trivial offence inflict-
ing the crucl and ignominious firipes of {lavery,
and riveting it’s thackles—{urely in the eyes of any
man of f{enfe {uch conduct muft be irreconcilable
and juft reafon to doubt the foundnefs of his prin-
ciples as 2 patriot and a lover of freedom, be given,
for, that precept and praflice could be fo very con
tradi€tory, and a manto be in right carneft in the
caufe he undertakes, is not believed by any perfon
therefore it jultly expofed them to the feoff and
derifion of their enemies both at home, andabroad,
~The New England ftates firft faw into that, or if
they did not fec into it firft, they were the firft that
were noble minded, gencrous and difinterefted
enough to fet all their flaves free. Individuals there,
firlt nobly and generoully fet the glorious exam-
ple, which was foon after followed by every indi-
vidual in their ftateswithout the intervention of the
legiflatures of either, all-they have doneheing the
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.pafing laws in each refpellive flate to prohibit
flavery in future,-and at this (ime there is not one
flave throughout them great populcus and flourifh-
ing flates, thatccmpofe New-England, and which
{tates are generally peopled by Prefbyterians. New-
Jerfey was the next that endeavoured to follow the
glerious example, the Quaker fociety therein have
manumifed and fet free ail the flaves in their pof-
feflion or in any wife their property, and the like
has been done by many other good charadters, and
they have uniformly flood cur friends, and-are now
ufing every effort in their power to render the
emancipation of our colourgeneral, and have us
admitted to the rights of fregdom 23 citizens in
this ftate, in which truly Jaudable, and generous
defign they are now ably feconded  thiscounty by
fome worthy men of cther religious perfafions,
whom together with allthe friends of freedom, and
our colour may God blefs and profper, and grant
them nealth a length of days, fortitude and perfe-
veranice to put their defigns in execution, and that
fuccefs may crowntheir endeavours 15 my fincere
wifh and prayer.

Fremthe firftbringing of our colour into thiscoun-
try they lizve been conftantly kept to the greatett
teli and lebour, to drudge inceflantly yet without
the {fmalleft hopes of a reward, and, oftcntimes de-
nied a {ufficient portion of, foed to fufhice the cra-
vings of nature, or raimeait {ufficient to hide their
nekedrefs cr fhield them from the inclemency of.
the weather. Yet, labouring under all thofe hard-
fhips end dificulties, the mecft unheard of cruel-
ties and punifhments were daily infli¢ted on us, for
what ? for not performing impoflibilities, for not
doing what wasimpeflible for human nature or
firength to have done with in the time allotted.
£nd if the meft prefling henger fhouid compel us
te take from that mafter by ftealth what we were
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fure to be denied if we 2fied, to fatisTy ourcrav-
ing appetites, the moft wanton anddreadful punith-
ments were immediately inflicted on us even to s
degree of inhum:nity and cruclty. That I do not
exaggerate is I dave fay known to many of ye that
hear me, or that may hereaiter read ihis addrefs to
you, and therefore | appeal to ye, as perfonal
kuowledyge of the fafts I have here flated, I declare
myfclf that T fpeak from L\penence —Iwas born to
the fouthward of here, in theftate of [*elaware, and
a flave, and had five mafters before I was free, all
of whom liked and loved me, and the laft purticu-
larly, for having once faved his life when another
NEgro man atien lpted 1]!]”57’}]”1] with a kmfe, but
I mihntl) throwing my {Clf between, ved my
matter who did not fee tl mee the fetlow hod
concealed and endeavoured to ftob him with, ‘Fhat
together with my being alwavs fond of work, and
wttemwc to his interell gained me his triendthip and
confidence, and imduced Lim to give me r1y many -
miffion.  When Iwas a flave | was ncver treated
2s tizidly or as cruelly as thoufands have been 1o
my owh knowledge, vet Ged knows T have fudfered
“incrzdible and inmumerable 1..m.;lnpa—vc ouglit
therefors my dear brethren to account jt a very
great happinefs and to blefs God that you cre in 1
Country where the laws are w homfomc, aud where
the majority of the leading charafters ave liheral
minded, humane, generous: fmd extremciy well dif-
pofed to all our colour, and endeaveur by a juft,
upright, foher, honeft anl di! 1,5=ndf 1mlum10ua,
manner oflue arda punt} of morals to mprove
that mourab ¢ difpofition in them, and if poilible
tipen it in to clteem for yeall. Conlider, my dear
friends, that it is but a very few years fince any body
could be found { hat bad couvrzge cnorgh to flep C!U.L
of the common read of thinking and object to the
mfﬂﬂic:ent ,unf\fzq,aém:y and unmhf}.mtml argn-
ents ufed eganiit us, and o’ fame  prebable

B
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might have thought on the fubjet, and could hav
uszd W ught} and {ubltantal ones in our faveour
yet they were deterred pomb y by private confiaers.
tion and interztted motives, tnd probably by a fea
of encountring popular and vulgar p"ujudicc, frem
faying < any thing on a fubjet that required to be
Lmtcd with {o nu.ch circumlpection and cantion;
but thank God in this enlightend age there wulnm
be w;wt?ng men of genius, fpirit and candour, who
will have courage enovghto ftep out cf the com-
mon road of thinking—iome that canner but with
indiguztion feercafonfervilely {toop to the control
of prejudice, and ‘.dopncd principies and wio
withont pl‘Onounchr* that man a vain and implous
feeptic who fhall dare to fuggelt dosbis and difs
ﬁcultics their forefathers I 1pmm,d never to have
decamed of, can wave without CeTeimozy that cont-
pluucn nfually paid to the opinion moft in fafh
on, and on thig and ”n) affair of lmpf)rtnmc oe-
nzrouily give the world tieir fentiments without
referve : and yet .uLh ictrled enemizs are the g2-
neraity of mankind to an open freedom of the v'"'*
(excepting thofe who turn it into iiccnt:oulmil)
fo averfe are they to the admillion of idcas they
were not before made acquainted with,  that they
are prejudiced acainft receiving 5 or had niet been
famiitarifed to {rom their }Dlth, that reflections
or reprefuntations are enly rejucted, or not atten-
ded to, becaude they are novel or mfple 1fing to us
OF TepugRant to ouv interelt. But in this 5 cominiiy
the opinionis uot only already breached, but 1
]‘mlw allinted to by cvmy body, {or even encries
{ freedom and our culour, ucquicee in the {olidi-
ry of’vezugmwu}ts urged in our favour. A And
therefore my dear brethern 1 exhort you molft ear-
neftly to eadeavour | by your irreproachable con-
duct to ripen that gcol lupoﬂt;ou towards you
intocftzem, and by fo deing you will mae
yeurfelves net only refpedlable but beloved, and

‘.
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aifo will thereby furnifh your {riends with Rrone
arzuments and inducements to endeavour the re-
lief ‘of thereit of our brethern, as yet i thral
dom, '

1 have been longer on mts]md then 1 at fif*
mtendad, b;t 1t bc'nrr my with to give it a full
and ampie ml.mﬂ 1 have been th: more
lenthy dip,d:\.‘-rrox 0 and having [ belizve got
f.:irl;r thronghy 15, 1 il pro ceed to the next

Lexd toat T omzan to fpeak to  vou of  Anl
W17 ’ r.

that is Religion, andon this head too T iver

fhiall be Cle'.la as [ wilh 0 cive 1noa £ di.

r— D.'\‘
cusdion.

I mol earnaltiy recommond to youa {falous
and regular attendance on divine worfhip cvezv
Sabbath day ar leat, amlas often at other tinmes
ag jou conveniently can.  Feligion being the bn-
fis of virtue and momm,, when there "is-a want
of Religion we may thence Jn.dv infer 2 vant of

i both. For rehuxm* being the beft prad ucal {vftem

of virtac and good adtions conforant to the will of
our héavenly father, thztis known, it fooths and
comborts the mind of the aiflided znd troubled,
alleviates «fl our diltreffes, and dupofesus
a perfedt obedicnee to the divine “1113 anid rrool
will and pzaee to all mankind, Bur in fp*’a‘cmw of
practical refigion, 1 do net mean that religien
thi: {prings from fear, but mezn areligion found.
edon a love of virtuz? aud a deteltanion of vice
ona {enfe of that ob:licace which 13 due 1o the
will of the Suprem: Deinr, and a feale of thof:
obitrtions which creaturzs formed 1o live in a
mutu-;] ftate of dependence on one enother lieun-
er. [alwayst ok the two greatelt principles
I relic gion to bz, ¢ fove henour and acknowledgs

three *r)*'rf)'*s un] ey theonz Ged hed, namely the
l*athel Sony and Holy Spiilt, three i*r“o*r anl
but cne Go-'l Yand that Jod Hlovs I ndove withary
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whole heart and {oul} ; thefe cond is ¢ do unto eve-
ry man asyou would bedone unto” which is experf-
ly direQed in that divine commandment, ¢ love
tny nelghbour as thyfelf”. Indeed 1ever conceived
pubh; ut hty to be the touchitone of moral truth,
for to receive and communicare afiiftance, coui‘u-
tutes the happinels of human life + man may i
deed preferve his exiftence in folitude, but can
enjoy it only in fociety. The greateft wnderfian.
ding of an individual, doomed to procure food and
raimnent for himfclfy will barely fupply him with
expedients to keep off death from day to day; but
as one of a large community, performmg only hi
fhare of the common bufinefs, he gains inftruc.
tion and leifure for intelleQiual pleafures, and ea

joys the happinefs of reafon and reflection, and
the fupreme felicity cf rendering himiclf ufeful
to his fellow creatures in a greatcr or leffer degrec
accordlng to hie ability. This then, my dear frinds
! conceive to be true religion, and it is upon thefe
priaciples that I hope for falvation through the
merits of my faviour.  Therefore ! would flre
nuoufly usge you to become as foon as poilible
members of fome religious fociety, for itis far better
to beiongto fome than nonc. But, as general benc.
volence and univerfal charity feem to be cftablifh-
ed in the golpel, as the diftinguithing badges of
chriftianity, [ therefore with all religious focietics
and orders well,

And here my dear brethern, T think it neceflary
to take notice of the cavils raifed by fome aga sintt
us, and the foolifhly chimerical notion that pl‘ﬁ\’allb
with fuch, to fay becanfe we are black, we are not
to enjoy a futuze flate, nor be admittcd to inhe-
rit the kingdom of Ged, and that our Saviour did
not die for us, therefore we canuot hope a redemp-

tior:: while fome other fpeaking idiots would have
us to De the {eed of Cain all equally fallz-
£inae andrivolous ¢ J.Ilu indecd it smou"h to inake

-



any wnconcerned or aifintercfled pevivin ey o
hc'.'. f.u.‘x iooluh]y frivoleus arghmmts adduan
with fuch folemnity ayainkus. [owever that !
ﬂmulu not be wanting in rc,}"c& to the \’V’IL..
rov i juitice to my own colowr, fh ‘nl make fach
chie fions o thol: n“f‘uun nes ag will, ! pledye my-
fe!f fu'iv ant comn! tf‘y refute them.

Astothe firil ihall centent my! L.l wird making
one cenera] obleivation, uamdv, that Gd ;3 ncteher
ardn’&c‘r of purfous, nor LO]OL:S, be they white
b'ac~., or mulatto, btf refp &ts them mere ly from,

their deedsand obfervance of Lis divine commﬂnd,,
and I humbly but on confidentiully il that not
oue living can produce a feiiptural ner even r-fpec-
tably vav: omlau .mnty n fn mert of fuch a vaguse
and nonfenfical “oninien, therefore that ‘rgum‘..lt
fal s.

»s to the fecond, that we {hall net inhert the
Lkirgdom of God, of enjoy a futare finte, wonder.
where fuch chmwr'ul notion exifts, except in
their heated brems or cluldifhiy prejudiced imagi-
nations 3 for fertpuure tells us exprefsly, That
ail that believe thall be faved,” but to go a fiep
farther, and realon  the matter candidly, and
without prejudice,  2m confidentthat the odds
wilf be ron'i:'-r:,b'iy in our fuvour . And firft, will
alk o] thefe perfons feriowly, how the economy of
divine pron ‘denee with rcfpa Y to us, ca2n be mada
reconciluable w th our couceptions of the natuve of
the divine Supoome Beins and 1ig ativibutes, wpon
the fupp(-ﬁ ion ef chis beingihe H:lt and fnel
{tage of our cxiltence 7 That we ave "*m’.o"'cd
with reafon and refl z‘dwn, and 2 {mnibley o
pam as well 25 pleafure, 15 acknoriedged to be
an inconteftibic truth, noither can it be demied
byawmvone. ceris it I.fs evident 2nd unguidfe
tivnachy tha the latteris  oftenrimes more than
ove:balanced l:y the former.  I'n mibince @ 11)’
nouy pror Lrothernat dis moinent m {avery, 1
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a2 fouthern flates, woat exquifite, what aflec.
ting torterss do many of them endure (tho’ fome
few of them perhaps meet a more friendly fate)
from fome mercilefs calious hearted monfter of a
mafter ? How frequently to the pangs of hunger,
«nd a diftemperzd body are there added the moft
cutting fripes and {eourges moft liberally and as
wantanly deali out to them by their inhuman maf,
trs or drivers, and all this merely fortheir not effec-
ting perhaps impolibiiities ! But wherefore all this
vreichednefs, this unrewarded toil and labour?
\Wherefere all thefe zgonizing pains 2nd miferie
heaped  on an eifspring of divine providence !~
And why our colour becaufchiappens to be black?
re we not a living animated part of the creaiton ¢
re we not fieth and bleod 7 Do we not as well
i3 they know what forrow means ¢ Yes 3 and for

N

- b)
1

'

1

m oairy theirufe, or accidentally their pride,

-

Y
-
o
—
-
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neir wantonnefs, their cruely were we brought
into a ieafible exiflence | Shall one being be creu
ted, butcven under the bare poflibility of being
made miferable (more or lefs) folely {or the we

rvice of another 7 Lord what is man ? Or
what are not bretes ¢/ The wnmerited {uf-
erings amoty whites urged withare great ftrength
1 raafenmg, 1w proof i a recompence referved
for them hereafier. And mult a being that
harpens to move in 2 low and humble {phere in
fociety, be

i A e

i) Eod
Tatlc
P

1
s

at croe proncunced unwerthy of the
ke provifion ! but whercfore this partiality to
to thetr noble felves 7 Whe mult they plead a
right to be dexlt with on the part of juftice by the
Almighty, and yet thik & 1o jury dene {o us,
ii our fufferings in a {iute we are forced inuto by
our common Lord and Creator, meet not from
kimin an hereafier fume fimilar tokens of an
univerfaly, and impartial goodrefs wowards his
creztures fo neceflary and effential to the divine
niILIz,

_ But to bring it more clofcly home to

,
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thefe our enemies. I will afk them, if they would:
think it juft or squitable for the Moors in Algiers
fo deny a falvation or a recompence in an  hercaf-
ter to thofe of this country who are there kept in
livery; and whofl: coloar is white? o, the
furely would not, they would laush at the ablur-
dity of the idca, and treat it with all the zidicule
it jultiy deferved,

That our Saviour diduet die for us, and that
thergfore we cannst hope a redemption through
him, is too abfurd and r.diculousto merit 2 mo-
m:nts {erlous conlideration, for our Saviour was
the promifed hope of the world. And tho' he
fail he came to the loit iheey of thahoule of Ifvae ;
vet he direcked his gofpel to be preached toall the
Gentiles throughout the world, and we accordingly
fee that Phillip the Apoltle by an exprefs divine
comimand, arofe and went to the fouth 2ad banti.
z¢d an Ethiopan, anEunvch who was a black mas,
for which, fee the Acts of the Apoltles, chap. viii.
ver. 20, and that in the eatlieft ages of chriftianity
the gofpel was preached to blacks, tawnzys, and
whites, indifcriminately, is beyond a doubt, for
Abiflinia, Lthiopa, Epirus, and many other na-
tions of blacks were early converted to chriftianity,
and have continued in the profeflion of it ever
fince, and not one cilputes theiv right to faving -
grace, and in latter years the Portuguefe miffion-
mies have converted and admiticd the negro inha-
bitants of their fettlements in Africa, inte their
communion, watheut making a {veple abour their
undoubted right as human beings to falvation, ner
‘was it ever quettioned until the fubtlety of after
ages, in order to glofs their diabolical agd Inhuman
trailick, made a pretext of that vigue arguthent to
fantion their unprincipled 20d inhuman conduét,
, nother argument ufcd o prejudice white people
(Saindt us was, that negrocs eat each other, a mag-
er that L utterly deny, and formaily call upon them .

.
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to producs sny one fubifantial and refpediable zu.
thority wo proverr  Uiey cannet, that Digrees fng

thetr war dince avoun:! the pitfouets taken in bat,
tlo. D willadmre aud alio that they fuerifice then
te their iChuow, | ..,mu-s, o1 Gods, but thattk W€y evey
eat them, themflves, Lterfy dtry

As to our beiny the feed of Lain, it iz L i mors
frivolous than l}lL rutt, for either their knewle g

muit be extvemely fittle ond contradled, or their
_memorivs very weak, eife they wnuld hevc ktown
or remembered that thc flood followed afte r, whieh
drowned all created seings, fave what were faved
with Nouh in his Avk,  And thus, my dear bies
shren, having thowe, o truft, the fmmty and e
fufhicieney of thefe arguments uled againit us, and
that there mufl be a falvation for us, : czrnci'{ly e
hort you to a pevlect obedience to the divine will
and 1o 2 due performaence of the four cardinal vir-
tucs, falth, hope, chatity, and good worksy by :
conftant practice of which, and due zticudance
witn devout and contrite hearts 2t fome place of
d'vi'w woithip,  ye noy {fervent’ y hope to re-
i1 that reward pummui to the elcét of Cod
thum,h the merits of our Redeemer Chaift Tefus,
which  with ye =l in the name of the ialm
oon, and holy Spirtr; Amen,

- wid next, mv dear frien wsy fpeak to ye on 2
ctirr o, bt alos | too wany of you are cu'lty of, and
muhu, it st ot LUI.CI!‘('(i tu CHY Q. OUI alm.(‘, nul
as 1 do vor cuean to i sters with the whins wio
have por abic teachors o admodih and reprowe
them for their fzuits ard rakigreiions, and @
Teonccive it to he u duly mor parsicuiadly incum-
beaton me 1 wdorelt ye, brathnon, new do
being atuaird by motives of’ ve znd zeal for your
weifar o and mtaen 10 i ol hoing M.t
fpcu'& Tttty onen e whl }‘ {} o b iy et

and deicdlebly, 18 neverthclels, lam tory o B2
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too much practifed by you, A very jultly admired
author fays, that the charalter of a liar is at once
« fo hateful, odiows, and contemptible, that even
¢ of thofe who have loft their every other virtue, it
¢ might be expeQed, that from the violation of
« truth, they fhould be reftrained by their pride.
« Almolt every other vice that difgraces human
“ nature, may be kept in countenance by applaufe
¢ and aflociation 5 but the liar, and only the liar is
« invariably and univerially defpifel, abandoned,
tand difcovered; he has no domeitic confola-
 tions, which he can oppofe to the cenfure of
« mankind ; he can retire to no fraternity where
“ his crimes may ftand in the place of virtues; bat
“ is given up to the hiffes of the multitude, with-
“ out friend, and without apologift. It is, indeed,
« the peculiar condition of fallhood to be equally
«« detefted and defpifed by good and bad.” 1 do
not, nor canvot fec what a man cam pofibly pro-
mife to himfelf to get by telling lies ? unle(s it be,
not to be credited even when he {peaks the truth.
But though all lies are jultly edious and deteftable,
yet there are {ome of greatar enormity, and more
malignity than others, [ mean thofe lies with
which, when a&tuated by roine envious or fpiteful
motives, ve traduce, blacken, and villify fome per-
fons charaler, and often times without any other
motive than the pleafure of hearing yourfelves
talk, and being liftencd to. It is au old faying, and
a juft one, that we can lock up from a thief, but
cannot from a liar, for by this you reb a man of
what it is out of his pow:r to lock up; his good
name, xnd it wonld be far better for 2 inan to lofe
all his money than his good name 3 for, in taking
his money, ye only take what others had before
him, and what he might reinltate by induftry, but
robbing a man of his good name, ye do not, cannot
nrich yonr(elves, and you thereby make him poos;



(22 )

indeed, for cvery efiovt Lie can ufe eannot reinftae
his geod name, which is dear v toevery gecd 1
than life,

Ber for this praflice however vilzy {fome have
daved to ¢ vpo ogize by l.onr'nd.ngtlnt the report by
which they njured a man’s charater was truc
This, hm.c"er amounts o no more, than thit they
have not -.‘omplicat'cd envy: and walice with falthocd,
and that there is fome littie d-ijerence between de-
trallion amd flandor. Torelate all the ills that is
true of the \'c‘r) bet man n '\hL world, would ren.
der him the ol joét of fulpicionand difirud and i
this prodhic: fhould became, but a litle more uni-
verfal than it new is, mutueal confidence and eflcem
the comforts cf fociety and the cndearments of
friendfhip will be at an end. For after ail the boun
ty of nature and all the Iabour of virtue, miny im-
pcrfPC’c ons wiil il bethicovered 1 human beings,
even by thofe who do neot 122 with all the perfpi-
cuity of human wifdom; and he is guilly of the
moft aggravated detralbon, vho weports the
weaknefs of a geod mind, betrayed in an "nguaru-
ed moment, fomething ‘Whi(,:l is rather the cfiet
of negligence tlunlgdch.n, rather »fo.ly than a fau’,
fally of v nity rother than an irrupticn of malevo-
zcnte. it fhould therefo-e nzver be 2 mixim invio-
lably facved with all men, never to difclefe the fe-
etcts of private converfation; a maxim whxrh
thcugh it feems to arife from the brsach of fone
other, doesimply that general veC'rude which is
produced by 2 cenfcioufnefs of virtuens dighity,
and 2 regard to that reverence which 1 due to our-
felves 'md others; for, to conceal any immord
pu‘mofe which, to difciolz 15 to difappoiat, ary
crime which to hide1s to countenuince, or any
charaCter shich to svord 5 to be fafes a3t is
compatible with virtus, aud izjuricuste feciety,
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can be a rule or law ouly, among thole who are
CLEMICE t0 bf‘t';. ) _

I thali pracu: dtoa {cond part o this [ubjelt—
as 1 think chat | pave 07 'd n-*'x] ciogh on the
{irft pare, and aliv fear
fattved y refined in my fen l‘nc:ntu, aad oo tedious
to my hcarers, 1 tho 1t sherelore fpeaiz of the bizk=
el and it horrid, oudacious, and irapious  lies
of ail thols that are fupported by fahe fwearing,
aixd .,{,1. vy,

¢ Swelr notoat all)” s the C'J imand exprefs]
given to us by our bav:om s 1 t werefore ear mHy‘
exhior tye my doar frieads to vefrain from curling
fwearing aid ol] maoner of prophane Junguage,
fince you fee it 18 contrary to the divine will lnd
coramands, and is one of thole fins that afford
not the fimalleft fenfual geatification In the prac-
{ice OT COMTi i,

But how much aggravated multit’s henioufnefs
be in the 1,;m of the Almi shey, whenitis ufed to
fupl,o* and main (_u.utfo' an inpuaent {zlichood.
--but homd as ever them mmpucatcd crimes
muft be in the eyes of the Almighty, how far
fhort do they fwlia blicknels and horror both in
the eyes of God and man, of that moft dreadful
of all crimes, perjury. ‘ikatisthe erime of the
cutlty wregch who for fome diabolical purpofe pre.
mmuatdy, vicioudy, and willfully, violares theath
he is about to take—An cath itfelf being an afiir-
mation or denial by any chriftian of any @ unn'hw
{ui and honeft before one that hath - utlmmv to
adminifter the fame {or the advancement of truil
fulcmn!y invoking and calling Ged to witnels th’lt
what hz{o 'JLP(JLLS is true. The laws and rules of c.
very fociety whersver the chriftian faith s profefid,
prefume that caths willbe kepr facred, and that
no man  wiil i)bljure hamfelf 3 thesrclove faith is
given to an oath j and all judxments as weli upon
the lives as the provertics of the ~eitizens or fubs

hat 1 become two ivzous
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]c&a rcfp*"‘L are founded vnon cathe This pre-
fursption is built vpun 1004 roalon 3 s eounny 1s
defined 1o be a coamon weal compoled of of Hf
tai propi., s onrifilms aie fuch as are babtiz.d,
?‘ld beleve tu the Iawer God as vevealed b) the

Ioty Jelus our Redecmer, 1

Indeed if men would but rightly confuier the
nature of an oath they would never Pibe iU widiont
fear and trembiing, even tho' what ticy v
sbot to fwear was tr th, it je Were 1o nppe
fore the Prefident, who is but yous i;‘iow YIRS
ture, would you not approacls him with awe and
reverence ? \With what awe, with what reverance
ouzhtwe then to appear hf’fon the Almighty and
Granipetent God our Crestar 2 £nd i mortals
fhould never appreach his prefince withont
tiemuling, how audacionly im plfnUL Low hore
11dly and wonderfully ncL\.(l muft thatman be
wiho dares appear before Lhim 'md call upon him
be witneis toa f-'[i":wocl ‘There 1s ne ﬁu whatever,
not {oveit murder itfelf, that  fo furely, and in fo
p.ntlcuh.r a manner, calls down 1t’s own puntfh-
ment in this life as pcrjurv—aud the reafon for
it is very plain and evident j becaufe that abomina-
ble crime mu{’c in many cates, be hidden from, and
c{lap the judgement of rn.n.u!\xnd, aud be known
ouly to the heavt of e atunal end to God whefe
holy name be has preftituted and made fubfer-
vient to mjuftice. And moreover our Savicur ey-
prefily fays, Luke Clap, XIth, Verfe X
¢ And whoever {hall fpc.m a word againft the
¢« fonn of man it fhall be forgiven kim @ Butunto
¢ him that blufphemeth azant the Holy Gt
« 1t thali not hn. forgiven.”  'Thevefore if Gof
did ot 1m a mott particolar manner furaith it ia
this workl, .men would e 109 apt to conclude, he
did  not regard  rules or government, nor
would mdecd the punuhment ol that horiible
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faftly' believes that ‘God is prcfcnt and will pus’

il the perfon who takcs his name to 3 fa]fchood

| *dare venturé to tell a lie upon odth,’ no wiore thau
2 thief would darc to take pubhcly a hor{'e away'

~ from the’ ﬁable, before the mafters cycs, “who had
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fin i it the gext Wc:rld only anfwer lLiis w:fc énds fa.
the mori] re@utu ic of this, for the man ‘Who dares
to take fal{e oath muft; oe fhould think, ‘believe
that God does 1ot eithor know or rcgald it; and
thercfore, God, who is all goodnefs, all Juftice, will

furely convince him of the contrary,by a iu‘?: and
10 fted-

ﬁrcngth enotigh to take the "horfe from ki, and |

- punith him upon the fpot. Tt'is, thercforc, the
~want of {aith in bchevmg that Ged is prefent and

rcady to punith, ‘which eccafions perjufy; and pér-
fons who fake falfe and’ prevaricating oaths (fuch
50 have, alag ! ‘robbed me of life,) and .find “they
are not punithed, increafe in hardne{s, uribelief,
and the blackeft fin- “But the perjurer; who calls

God to wnmcfs his falfchood decs {urely, at the

.’amc time, call dewn his own pumﬂ'xment Perju-

ry, like po:fon, moft certalnly deftroys the guilty
takér. A the perjurer difclaims.all future help

from God, fo all the cw]s, ‘misfortuies, and il ‘

of the world muft furround him, his gold will dif-
{oli¢ into air, and all his pofeflions. vanifh like a_
dream ; 3 mﬂcad of health, rottennefs will {eize his
bones, ‘every chronie d!fcafc, and. cvcry ficvce mae

lady will afli& him, agé will fuddcnly {urprife

'hlm like 4. mldmght thief, and ﬁckneis, forrows, "

and all the cataloguc of Human p]agues wxl ﬁnk
him, to the grave; while living  his mind will bea.
hell to him,, and his. confcience gnawed inceffant-
ly by rcmorfc and when death takes him from
this world, hlS foul will be “caft out among “the
damned ‘where there will be nought, but everlafts

ing tormcnts, thh wccpmg and gnaﬁnng of tcethh
v



(%)

It is 2 great concern to me to fay, but it isa truth,
of which I alas ! have had woeful experience,)
that this moft execrable and- horrid crime is be-
come too general in this country, for it to offer any
fegurity for either life or property. The adminif-
tring an oath on every fight occafion, and the ip-
decent irreverent manner in which it is adminiftred
by fome Juftices, or Magiftrates, tends enly to
promots perjury, but to fubvert all trath and juf-
tice. :f oaths were fzldemer taken, and in a more
awful manner adminifired by perfons of fuitable
difcretion and refpetability, it would help, in a
great meafure, to fupprefs that dreadfully horrid
fin  And fprely, if it'be viewed only in a politi
eal light, itiis the intereft of every flate to render
oaths as inviolable as words and ceremonies can
make them, and muft be highly and effentially ne.
eeflary for the government to keep up the fandlity
of an oath in the opinions of men, -

The firft caufe of peoples regard te eaths being
leflened, was the decay of pradlical religion chri
fianity, and the fecond familiarity. Wife
and good men will always payan awful re
gard to oaths, and- will firi®ly take care
to aver nothing but truth upon oath, and ‘they
would do fo if they were examined without an
oath. But the multitude take wp things more by ha-
bit than by reafon or refle@tion, and many of thofe
would tell an untruth to favour themfelves or
ffiends, who would riot confirm the fame, if an
cath wasadminiftered to them in a folemn. man-
ncr; and this kind of men, that makes the multis
tude, upon whofe teftimonies the eftates and lives
of their fellow-cittzens depends. To thefe kind
of men the formality of sdminiftering an oath, is
of the utmoft confequence diid ihiportéri;c‘é,' and
the familiarizing them to oaths contributes greatly
to the fpreading of perjury. In order, therefore,
te prevent the incoaveniencies that arife from the
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- toogreat familiarity with oaths, it, perhaps, might

not be improper, not to adminifter oaths, but upon
the moft important and weighty occafions, and
thep, .at.fuch times,) in a mofk folemn, ferious,
and decent manner. .

Thcreforc for all the above weighty caufes and -
. reafons, as afo for your own.eafe, peace of mind,
worldly, welfare, and future happinefs, zmoft ear-
neltly beg, exhort, and intreat ye, my .dear bre-
thren, to avoid. all ftrifes, . quarrels, contentions,
enimofities, law-fuits or . litigations of an
kind, for they, in the end, are of no fervice, but, on
the contrary, give birth to envy, hatred, and ill-
will.  Rather chufe, when any mxfundcrﬂ‘andmg
fhall arife, to refer it for decifion.to two or three
refpectable neighbours ; and aveid, by all means,
the frequent appearing before ]uﬂlces of Peace to
be fworn, for there is an old faying, that familiarity
breeds contempt, . And furely. the taking oaths on
fuch 2 multitude of occafions as is now daily " prac-
tifed, familiarizes them to the multitude, fo as to
take off any idea they m:ght have had of its fanity,
and all the other facred ties and obligations con-
templated with it; and, of courfe, lcaves .the
weight of the teftimony uncertain md ambiguous,
and {cripture fays, my dear friends, if ,, thy brother
fmite thee on the right cheek, turn thou the left
alfo, * therefore, my dear brethren, avoid all {fwear-
mg, and everyand all occafion of ftvife or con- -
tention that might give rife to fwearing.

My dear brethern ) earneltly pray ye, to be dl-
ligent and induftrious in all your callings, manners
of bufinefs and ftations in hife, be punctual, up-
right and juft in all your contraélts, engagements
and dealings of what kind or naturg f{oever, be
faithful, tende, rand affeCtionate in all the relations
En‘%car in focmty whether as children, _fetvants,

ands, wives, fathers,” or mothers. Bedecent
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inyour drefs and frugal inall your expences, fa
by that means you will pronde for the wants of
ficknefs and old a2ge, refrain from the too great
ufe of fpirituous liquors a fittle is ferviceable, but
by all means beware of two much, for that irre-
parably mJurcs the conﬂ::tutlon, and cannor add
to the enjoyment of thofe innocent plcafurcs and
recreations neeeffary to ye as human beings and
members of fociety.—But above all my dear
friends avoid frolicking, and all amufements that
Jead to expence and idlenefs for, they beget habits
of dlfﬁpatlon and vice, and lead ye 11ito many in-
conveniences, a few of which ] will endeavour te
point out as the moft immediately attendant oz
fuch a manner of life.

In the firft place then my dear friends, by a
few hours frolicking, ye will fpend the fruits of
many an hours hard labour, and hte oftener ye go
to frolicks the greater will be your derfire to goto
them, and by frequently going to fuch places ye
unavoidably icur fucha heavy expence, and con-
tra&t fucha diflolute manner of, not only foon
fwallowing up all your earnings, the fruic of
many 2 days hard toil and (weat ; but alfo leaves ye
confiderably in debt, ye are thcn harrafled by pro-
efles, Conftables and duns, and if ye fortunazely
can avoid being lodged in J;ul, ye can but barely
prolong your exiftence from day to day, while
your mercilefs and rapamous creditors, exact fuch
an exorbitant interelt.” #nd with the abforbs
principle due, and entirely fwallows up for enor-
mous length of time all the produt of your labour,
and leaves yourfelves and children a prey to the
greateft want and penury, but to purfue this pic-
turc a little farther, as far as ye yourfelves know
to be but too true, under all thefe difliculiies your
paflion for fxollcl.mg continues uriabated, and je
are d"tarmmed to mdulge it). bethe mcans ever fe
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unjuftifiable, for ye will not hefitate to rob,

thicve, and plunder, in order to procure fome lit.
tle money, which as {foon as ye have procured ye
will away to the tavern, and there {pend your ill
gotting gain in every fpecies of licentioufnefs, de-
bouchery and excefs, thereby fuliy verifiing the.
old aaage ¢ That what is got under the devil’s back
goes awayunder his belly ” and then in returning

home may be drunk, from thofe fcenes of debau-
chsry and obfcenity, ye will not hsfitate a mo-
ment, nor {cruple tokill the cow, calf, theepor
hog of yourneighbour, or pcrhaps beft friend and
even fometimes will have the audacity when. ye
know the places well, to enter fmookheufes or ce
lars of your neareft and beft neighbours and friends
probably, and take there out whatever pleafes ye

and fhould fuch fpoliation be detedted, ye will be
the firft to cry out, and having the ¢are and confi- .
dence of your Mafters and Miftreffes or crmploy-
ers ye with an art and fubtlety of which.none but
thole who perfeltly know ity can believe : will
threwdly fufpedt fome othets and by a thoufand
circumftanees and furmifes well irrevocably fix
the blame on foms poor innocent perfon, whom
a combination of wayward circumftances wouid
render un, objeét of fulpicion., That thefe are
ftubborn and mcentrovertible falt's ye well know,
and alfo that whites are equally as culpable in this
refpect as blacks, ~nother incontrovertahle fact,
Iappeal to the confeience and perfonal knowlcdgc
of many of ye for the truth of what 1 have here
aflerted but Jo not think my dear brethern that I
charge yo all indifcriminately: with fuch refarious
alls ; no, for on-the contrary there are fome very
good black men, and.on the other hand there are
{omne very bad, that there ae rnany, Yery many ;
black people who wonld net be guilty OIY a mean
oc difhioneft ation; is. without queftion butth-*
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there are fome others that are capable of both, is
alfo beyond a doubt.

I therefore my dear brethern earneftly exhort
ve to refrain from fuch evil ways and courfes,
as they undoubtly make yourfelves detefled and
juftly hated by your nelghbours, inimical to fo-
cicty, and helps to throw an odium en the whole
colour, which by all means fhould he avmdcd for
it is ‘s fettied axiom, that the more refpe&able
every {everal individual in a fociety is, the more
refpectable will that fomcty, generally be, -and
thc more difre(pectable the feveral members are,
the more difrefpedtable will the body gencerally
be, therefore dear friends, avoid by ali means,
the giving occafion for fuch general reproach,

And now my dear, friends as 1 fear that  have
trefpafled on your patience and atténtion too lorng
I fhall take my leave of ye» as 1 alfo will of this
world and its affe@ions—in 2. few hours more,
And as the folemnity of the fpeQacle I fhall exhi=
bit as alfo the novelty of this addrefs. at prefenr,
may make fome little impreflion en ye for a mo-
ment, and then alas | it willbe gone, and | forgot,
for even the all tremcpdtoas thunder. affrights
ye, while the concufive uo;encc of COntmdmg
e.ements affects the {en{cs with fear, as being in.
dicative of the divine wrath; but 2s foon as the
noife ceafes and th° gloom difpels, all farther fear-
and all thoughts ‘of the taunder or, divine ad.-
monhitions vanithes with it, er ‘as ye have often
obferved the parched earth foak in the moifture of
a plentiful fHower, and exhibit no farther figns
of the refrefhing déw.—So Ifear it will be with
refpect to thefe my admonitions. But my dear
brethern and friends 1 beg of ye by frequent rea-
dings to imprefa it on your minds, and early. in
fill thofé precepts 1 have laid down unto yaur
ehlld:cn by fr.qucnt réading -and selating it &
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them, for as the water by continnal and inceffant
dropping mzkes an impre!fion on the flone, {0
wiil thefe my adinouitions maks an Impreion on
your minds by frequent readings and vecourf: to
them, which . the more carneftly recommend as
[ think them calculated to promote your prolpzrity
in this world, and enfure you that everlaiting hape
pinels in the next, which that ye may all obtain
is the fincere with, and fhall be the dying prayes
of your truly affeGtionate, but deplorably * diftrefe.
fed friend.
ABRAHAM JOHNSTONE,
Woodbury jail July ad, 1797,
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THE

DYING WORDS
ABRAHAM JOHNSTONE,

Goop PEZOPLE ALL,

h“: Y real name is Benjamin Johnftore.
But when I came to Jerley changed i, took
my brothers viz. Abraham Johnflone, L was born
in the ftate of Dclaware, ataplice called Johnny-
cake landing Poffom town, in Mother Kind-Hundred
and Cou'ty of Suffex. I was born a fluve and the pro-
perty of Do&or John Skidmore who died while 1 was
very yonnp, and 1 with the othergoods and Chat.
tels delcended to his Nephew Ssmuel Skidmore, he
being the heir at law, He {oon ran through moft of
the property left bhim, and was oblized to leli meto
Joha Grey a blackimith, :nd from whom 1 learn-
ed that buines; by him T axs fold after fome time
to Edward Cailaghan, Lim Idid notlike, thercfore L
would act i:re withhir, and s 6ifte! emhaving another
maiter, be2ccordin g fuld me to Jumes Craig ar my
ow: rcqueity for he was very loth to part with me, as
Lwusa very harde baid workmy black, My new
maiters conficence I feon gained m~ [ dulons ond,
and upremitticg surention to his. buiinis. and interelt

-
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and which was greatly increafed by the following
Licident. A blick mantof his filtérs was extremely ihiom
lent dnd.rude to ber, {fhc.being & widow) made a cote
plaint té my malter whio ‘Wwas going to chaftife hitn' for
it; the black was very infolent to my mafter who Be
was juft gding to firike, I wds fRanding neir, dnd knd'w-
ing the black w.s efteemed thefFonteft han’ in dlt, thit
countty, 3hd @ very vicichs Bad War, 1 watéhed b
nerrowly for fear he fhould do'my milter any perfGs
Tal injury, I having heard that he .iuteniied ity and
jult a8 my maderwas going to ftrike’] faw thie fellow
put his hdnd béhind and grafped a'very long knite, &t
thé [ame time he fwore'he would inftantly Rill niy mals
ter, - 1 fectng the kilife, and the meditated blow
which my nfaftei could net polfibly defend blinfelf
from, inftantancoufly threw myfelf between, and not-
withftanging the knife grappled with hiih, ‘and told him
e mult bury the kuife in me before be thould hurt my
mafter, who all thdt time ftoed in amaze at feeing
the fellows knife. He and I wreftled aird fougit fons-
Eime‘," but having got the knife away, I maftéred hita
it laft and got him fairly unders My matter owded
that he oivéd his life to mey and ever after held me very
high in efteem, and told me that after fuch a time X
fionld b free, fhortly after he leld” my tinie to my-
(elf, and gave mé a confiderable length of tiie to' pay
the money in, during that time I. went of, and ftaid
Bway @ whole'ycar with a woman, and then was takeil
Up as & run away, and put into’ Baltimore Jal, from
whence 1 let my, malter know my fituation ; hie had
e brought from thence and put luto Dover jail, and
while I was thiere he died druvk.  The executors then
wanted to have me a flave, but being iiitornicd of my
alter’s agreement with me, they did not then attempt
it; and Mr, Jamés Clements, merchant, at Miflin’s
troafs roads near Dover caine té me and taok’ me ot
by paving the moncy dié, for which Iwas to worka
Ratéd diale wich him. - T did fo to hisatinoit fatis(ec
tion, and I am confident that he fttll loves me, when
done with himh the ‘exccutiors of my late mafter {eiit for
fie'to chop fome Wood, and while our ‘in the wonds,
they came with two Georgia men (to whom they bad
fold ‘me) and tied me, and ‘thole two Georgiaild
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took me away 11 miles from there that day, at nighi
we-e we ftaved we got our fuppers,and 1 flipp.d the
knife 1 hud to eat mine with, iz may bofom, and : hey
Being fhewn to bed in one roum I {eou after into ano,
theryas I was lyiug down | cut the cords I was bound
with, and baviag waited until they were zflcen I ftole
away. and come to Mr. Clements and info-med him
of the bufinefsy who advifed me to apply 1o Warner
Mif'n Efq. in Buver which Iinftantly did, who know-
ing the footing 1 was c with my late mafter, ftood my
faft frizad on the occafion, end obtained for me the ma:
numiffion which I have got, as yet and which proteéteda
mz,  But ope of the brothers execptors was extremely
diff2tisied and was determined to have me, as alfo were
the Georgia men. To avoid trouble 1 cameto
New-Jerieyy and changed my name for I well knew
that my poar colour had but few friends in that cou
try, where flavery is fo very general, and it one negro
was befriended, it was feared to bs fettinga bad ex-
ample to the others, I accordingly by the advice of
gll my friends, both black and white camc by water
up the Delaware to Philadelphia, and there I did not
fay long, until I came to New Jerfey; and the firft
place I went to work at when I'came here, was Maj,
Jaﬂlna Howell’s, where I worked fix weeks at that
time, it ‘being the year 1792, aud cortinued working
about {ome time longer, and went back and brought
my wife from Declawarce ftatey, and commenced houfe.
keeping. My wife was born free, and we had been
Iong married before my mafter died. I have one fon
now aged 13, In'mg with Danicl Miffin, Efa. who was
born free. I bave fiv child living by my wife. I hadnot
long becn here with my wife ere mauy reports were cir-
culated to my d:fadvamage, and I now folemnly de.
clare without juft greusdse The firlt of which that did
me anvy injury, was, that .1 had ftolen fome carpets
from Mrs, Lockwood, which report had its rife in the
following manner—e

~ Mrs. Lockwood kept a boarding houfe, and my wife
ferved a: cook and houfe maid. I mylelf waited at
Anderfon’s tavern, The flux was then prevalent in
Woodbnry (it being the tim e of the Philadelpiia ficks
pefs) and I was takenvery bad withit: peopls feared



(3 i

gt it was the fever I had gotten, and Thad no houfk
beic. & that, and then Wooadbury was jo full, that I
had ltke not to hate got a houfe or place tolodgeins
At lsft the worthy Mr. John HuHman let me go inte
his woi kfsop—1 moved there, but had ueither bed,. nos
beddings Al the ftores in town were fearched for eie
thery but I ¢ uld vet.qu note than eae coverlid, which
I got at Mejor Donpel’s, Thofeeld carpets lung ont |
of doors ou 8 raily berig Jaid by as ufelefs, my wife
afked-Mrs; Lockweod for them, whe tuid her the might
bive them, by paying for them, and that fhe mnf: come
weekly and work it ont ; my wife agreed, and there.
upon brought the old curpets for me Lo fleep on, and
eontinued going ‘to Mrs. Lockwood’s as ufual te werk
for two or three days after, at which time 1 grew fo
very bad, that sy wife frayed to nurfeme, Mrs, Lock-
wood’s houfe being full of boarders, and having ne
belp but my witc’s, fhe was greatly vezed, and fent to
Jet By wife know that fhe muft cither come and pay
the cafli for ‘the old carpets, or work it out acgording
to agreements but my wife returning for anfwer that
fie hould not go, while I continued fo very bad, ir-
titited Mra. Lockwood to that degree, that the faid
my wife might as. well have flolen them as not have
paid for them, and threatened fueing us immediately
if we did not fend her the money, or that my wife did
sot go to work. Thus origmated thar ftory ¢ for the
truth of which 1 appeal to the perfonal kuowled,c of
fome pentlemsn now living in Woodbury, who boarda
ol there at that time, '

I was charged as unjuftly by William Tatem, Efg,
with robbing bis fmoak houie; butlrow folemnly
declare that I never wzsinfide of his fmoak honfe, nor
took nor received thereout a pownd of n:eat in &Ji my
lifes And morcover, the night his fmbak heufe was
rebhied, I fleps 2t Mr. Clarke’s ip order to cradle for
him the next day, and the meat 1 way feefi to carry
iome through the country at that time, which gave
tile to the fufpicion, 1bought when on my way home,
at tie Stone Tivern, fram Mrs, Sparks, the woman of
Yat houfe, who happensd to bz hanging up meas on the
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very dav, andat the time T paifed by, as may be fully
owli on 4 little enquiry,

T alfo do folemnly declare that T never took a peund
of meat out of the flaughter houfe of Samuel F. lweil,
but what I hid renderéd a ftri@t and true account of
to him, and have paid him for,

Mark Brown has alfo charged me with flealing out
of his fmoak houfe, which 1 likewife declare myfclf in
nc.centof,

Andnow befere T come to {peak of the e:ime thar [

am to dic for, Lihall (in juftice tothe religious focie: 'y
rhat I mean to diein the proicﬂion ol) {ay a.cW words
ou th -t head, While in Dcla\\'are Iwsa cholenmem.
bor ofhe Merhodiftical fociety, a -d'in William Taos
mas’s clafs. But the manner of my doparture framh. re
preciuded my getting & certificute to €rey Woeunen
when § came here, I could not accorai; ity to the 1 ad
of dilcipiine be contidered a member untii [ weut 1l g’
a probatior, a.d thereby regularly ha ¢ gat admit ¢l
which t-ough extremely well mcimcd to doy | ome
how omitted until it alas was too fae—1ud 1 d.omy
the profeflicn of rhat faith, tho’ not an AEual mems
ber. _ .
1 muft alfo fay, and atthis mement do (otemnly rvery
that I never faw DIHOH, who f\wore agamﬂ e, . hove
twice to the balt of my remembrance, during t e rme
Tom was miffing ; ueither had 1 ever or at auy 11-e
the converfation w.th him that he (wore I hat , uor
any whatloever fimilar to it ; newtler did1 collar T.
the deccaled after the trjal hctw:cn him and me, nor
did I fay a word tohim, except that ] toldlim i o, ed
we were good friends notwithit lnding‘our faw fuit,
and afked him to come with me to the tavern to takc ]
arink. Thofe who wifli'a further confirmarion ef it,
may have it by applying to He'ry, Craver and Timo-
thy Young, both of whom weie with me, May God
forgive bim ! 1do from my heart.

Richard Skinueralfo fwore to a fulihood, but I cane
pot, nor ¢an ary bedy blamc him, for he being a Gui-
nea negro, und not fpeang the Englifh languape w ell,
it could not be expetied that he knew the nature of en
oath. The aniwer he gave in the court on that head,
ke bad merely pet by note frommy perfecuto:s.  That
L& was atluatod by rencour and malevolence ia beyoud
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e
§ Morris and othiers, frem whom hereceived the i se-
R count of Tom’s being mifling, “cthat he never hked
& mc, and that if Le conld by any means whatloever,
g compals my dzath, or if it was poflible to be done, in
g any maaner or wile, he wounld have me hanged;™ and
f lena day or two afterfaw the fame people, arnd iold
them he had fcer me, and related to them the convers
fition he had with me, which was very widely differa
ent frem what he has {worn to. But if whites whofe
educations fhould make them know better, are capas
ble of committing fuch horrid crimes, what malt be
§ uxpetted £rom a poor Guinea negro. 1 freely forgive
€ nin—-—and may God forgiv~ him and blefs him .
As to ry Ivens whole evidence caufed my cone
g vidion, I Mre now do folemnly declare, in the pre-
B icnce of that God before whofe awful and juft tribunal
k1 hall ina few moments appear, that I never fince T
g had exiftence, nor at any tune, told Heary Ivens ei-
f ther the whole, nor any part of what he declared on
vath 1 did, for on the contrary, he ufed the following
words to me; ‘¢ well Abrabam, people fay you killed
Tomy but I don’t believe it: if [ did I would not let
yor &ork any more for me, but indeed Abraham, I
do not take you to be a man that would kill atother:
After whichy and in the fume breath, he put the fol-
Jowing queftion to me with great feeming friendfip.
® Abraham, now tell medid you kill Tom? you know
youmay teil me,”” My anfwer nearly word for worg
- was as follows,~ No indeed [ did not Henry s nor did
Lever kill a man in my life, nor pever thall, except[
fhould happen to fight a man and give hin an unlueky
blow, and then I believe they could net hang me for
killing with one unlucky chance droke when fighting ;
‘but I will never fight with any man, nor firike, as
Fruow my(clf fironger than the genaral run of men, and
! 1 the law can take no hold of me, neither have }

i

ever in all my lile feen a man killed nor hung.”” Some
ifew nights after, John Williams came there in order
110 get me to thrafh for him, when the report in civens
Iation of my having killed Tom was mentioned, and
!vcns {aid be did not believe ity for that if he thought
itwes fo, 1 fhould not work for bim; to which Johs

D
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Williams alfo replied, that he for his part could not
give credit to 1ty and if he thought it was the trutk,
I thould not thrafh for him. That was all that pafled
between us, and [ wentaway with John Williams that

night, and did not fee Henry Ivens again, untill Huff
fcy and D.vid Evans had me tied, coming to jail, when
Ivens came to us out of a piece of buck-wheat, and af-
ter fome prefaratory converfation with the others,
afked me the following queftion:—* Abraham, did
you indeed kill Tom? 1 anfwered ¢ No, nor no other
man, ror never have | feen 2 man killed in my life;
theugh 1 have been a great deal through the country.”
T aat thefe were all the words or converfations 1 ever
bad on the fubjeé with Ivens, I now in prefence of that
God before whom I am going to appear do folemnly
pledge myf(elf, and for the truth of it do here appeal ta
Henry Ivens’s own confcience; and if be is yet under
fuch a delnfion refpeding it as net to acknowledge it,
I bere molt folemnly do invoke my God and Redeemer
to be my witnefs, and appeal to him to be my witnefs
of the trmh of thefe my folemn afiertions in his pre.
{ence, and td*your tribunal my God I now appesl. It
is not with a defire to {atisfy men that'preak for that
to me at this time'is no confideration, and  am perfed.
ly at eafe with refpe@t to what they may think afe
ter my deceafles they may, andundoubtedly will think
as they pleafe, but it isto eafe my mind and confcience
on that hezd, by declaring the truth, and thereby
making my peace with that God whom I adore, and be.
fore whom I am going to appears and may that God
give Henry Lvens grace to fee where he has {o grofsly
- erred, and grant him time to repent, and freeand full
for'givenefs, as 1 freely do; for I moft freely forgive
him and all the world, for the world can do me no in-
jury. ltit true man may hurt the body, but he can.
nat reach fufliciently far to injure the foul: that be.
longs folely to God—and may that God blefs, forgive,
axd prote@ Heury Ivens and family.

Enoch Sharpought te have narrowly examined what
he was about te {ay before he gave his evidence, He
fwere, ¢ that on the day Tom was mifled, he wasat
. my houfe, and that the yard was l'crapcd up much
decper than it could be by fweeping, Henry Craver
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who almoeft every day faw the place, and who was there
that very morning, [wore dire@ly the contrary, and
Henry Craver is an honeft man, and a man of charac-
ter, EnochSharp was but very feldom at my houfe 3
he was there after hufking time; and after I had got
in my corny I threw the hutks in a kind of bollow to
make fome manure, and there were fome ridaes Le-
tween the door and the well, through which L cuta
path, and threw the earth 1 had dug out of there upon
the hufksy in order to make them rot the quicker, ard
“made the path level to the well thereby. 1leaveitto
any man whatloever if they have ever known corn
hoflked in Auguft, I had none there before. God for
give Enoch Sharp! 1 fieely do, and leave him m>
blefling, and that the blefling of God may be vpon him
and his family, is my prayer.

Indeed Sainuel Hufisey and William Nicholfen
have long perfecuted me with the utmott raucour z:.d
malice, but may God almighty blefs, proted, end
forgive tham bothy 1 do moft freely and from =y
heart. But this is juftice to my conlcience I muft
declare on the folemn affertions ef a dying man ; thet
1 think Samuel Huffsey procured Tom to fteal my
leafe, as I then could have no title to fliew for the
place L held from him and lived upon, nor forthe
crop then growingon ity as I was improving the place
falty, aud doing well for myflelfy which made me an
obje& of envy and hatred, and one circumftance that
iy pot known L beg leave to inform the public of w0
wit. That on the unfortunate night that Tem came
to iny houle he came from the landing to Huffseys
firkty and from tuence came at that late hour 1o my
honfe, tho® it was near Husfseys houfey and Tom was»
there engaged to work the following week for Wil-
liam Nichollony znd when I aiked him in the morning
to ftay for his Breakfalt, he faid he would go to
Nichallons where he was going to work, and get
it. They both know that it was at their wftigation
that Tom fued me, and they alfo kuow that they ac-
companicd hnm and afted as his attorneys, at the magi-
{trates. But to put it ina ftill fairer light, Jwill atk
them, how came they to know ar what tuftant of time

om came to wy houfe, and the particular converfa~



( 40 )

tior that paffed between Tom and myfelf on that night,
and thzt the very day after: And on the day afier
Szm, Hufisey brought a witnels with him and called
upch me to produce my leafe, or elfe quit, &c. But
et it not be thought that I blame them for Tom’s
de.thy oriprak through prejudice.—No, for I cannot
mmpute his death to anv body whatfoever, and as to
the fecond 1 only ftate the truth impartially, and muft
think they have feen Tom later than I did.  May God
a'mighty blefs and forgive them both, and (pare them
leng to their families, [ moft freely and heartily tor,
give them, and defire my love and blefiing to them.
§:1ves and family.

Andnow at this aweful folemn moment when with
th: ignominions cord round my neck, and ftanding
ona ftage beneath that gallows thatr muft in a few mo-
ments tranfyort me into that boundlefs ctcrnily there
to meet my righteous, aweful and omnipotent
Judge before whom no earthly confiderations nor the
evil {ugpeftions of prejudiced perfons can availy now
at thismoment {o dreadiul and tremenduouss I moft
folemaly declare with my dying breath in prefence of
that God from whom 1 hepe te find mercy and fors
givenefs, and before all the good people here affembled
1o fe¢ me make my exi®t {rem this world, Thatlam
innccenty 2nd unknowing to the death of Thowas
Read the Guineay Negro (that I die for) as the child
unborn, neither have I been in aoy wife, knowingprivy
or aceeflary to his death, fo bear witnefs of me my God
b:fore whom | am going to appear § and <o thou Oh!
Lord Gud ftamp a convidion of my iunacencey onall
thofe prejudiced perfons who are fo uncharitable ag uot
to credit my dying aflertionsy and I do alfo folemuly
declare as] am a dying many that § never have kilied,
nor been accefflary nor privy to the killing any perfon
whatfover; neither have L ever feen one killed nor hung
in oy life ps | alw.ys fRudioufly avoided fuch places,
my feelings being naturally fo very tender as to make
f::ch fﬂ‘l s very aff: @ing to me, nor is there any crime
¢f oreat enormity wherewith 1 can juttly charge miya
{.—.1, czespt 3 leo great luit sfter ftrange women, and
that isthe on'y crime that 1 fear will hurt we in the
fi_ht of Geds Butl feel fuch apt;rfc.l inwurd calinand

-—————
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peace from a confidence in the divine love and prom'-
{es of my Suiviour; That exulting in that diviae and
heavenly love which Lat thismoment feel glow through«
ly out my bofom and which expandsand raifes my foul
above all earthly things, I go chearfully to meet my
reator face to face, and now fay to my Saviouras e
id to bis heavenly father, ¢ Lord into thy bands I
commend my {pirit and from the divine affurances I
feel within me that he will receive it, I leave this
world with joy, and without the lealt regret,
I'moft fereently pray that God may biefs Meflrs,
Stockton, and Perfon, my two lawyers, the Sheriff,
and all the peoplein this jail, and all mankind; and
blels and forgive my enemics, and grant them grace
to repent and die his holy loveand fear, I with heart-
felt gratitude, blefs them, for they have been the
chofen inftruments of my heavenly father, to bring me
home to him, whenr I'have had a known time to diey
and leifure to repent of my fins; for by alonger con.
tinuance in this world, I'might have died with many
tranfgreflions, unacconuted fory I blefs and pray for.
them, and may thou-O Lord blefs them, and reccive.
my Ipirit. Amen—I bid ye alkan eternal Farewel,

ABRAHAM JOHNSTONE, .
Woodbury_jail Saturday, July 8, 1797.

D a-
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EETTFR T0 HIS WIFE:

My ever d:ar, ever beloved ard adered
Wwife ! my much regretied Sarch,

As thereare but a few, very few ! fhort flceting
mowents to glide away ere | enter into the marficn,
of blifz and tranquility, and take a final leave of thig
vain tranfitory and delufery world, wherein I have
exieriencred nothing but croffes, vexations, and tribua
J.tions, from all of whichy I in a few fhort, alas !
fwift p fug merents will be delivered, and fet free,
my paying that generaly and certain debt that mane
kind muft pev tornature, a:drefignin peace thiscum-
brous load of mortality, this weak body wh'ch as yet
is fairtly animated with vital warmtt; but whole
foul isfull of the fpirit, and heart cheering pre.
fence of ny God, and Redeemer, throogh the merits
ef whole {uferings I hope for falvation ; to' its kip.
dred clay. For of the crime that Iam to die for, 1
wolt folemnly declare to you my everdear, ever belo.
ved wife ;s in the prefence of God all juft and omui-
potent, znd ali the hoft of Heaven; That 1 am per-
ferly innocent, and sherefore am perfe@ly refigned
to dzath, and fatisfied to.quit this world, for like a
Jemb led to the flanghter houfe, thalll goin a few
mcments to my death, and have therovghly refigned
mytelfto the will of my heavenly father, 1 have
fully weaned myfelf from this frail world and its
grofs aflcdlions, except what cqua.centre folely in
yory onyou now my beloved wife, all my earthly
confiderations reft, and sll that in death appears un-
friendly or ucweleere is the parting. The parting
{rom a wife fo beloved !~Frem you my beloved
Selly; an d Jeaving you behind in the world without
kufbznd to protedt you, orfriend to footh, confole,
or zll ¥iatey your diftrefles, miflerits or wants, or
-appory and-enable you to bear up undery, and engoun-
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ter misfortunes, with fortitude, {fuch my dear Sally
have I ever been to yon. And tho’ fometimes ¥ went
attray and Julted after other women, yet a1l wy -
dear Sally, my true and tond heart refted with you,
and love for you always brought your wanderer
back ¢ you were to me, my all ! my every thing
dear and bzloved. From the firft of our acquaintance,
to this moment, I have loved you with unabated fer-
vor, unceahng tendernels 3 and the pureft attach-
ment § and even at this fo truly awful and folemn
moment, all that feems terrible in death is the par-
ting from you.—My God and redeemer, and him
alone poffefics the firlt part (a part fureand uncon,
taminated) m my affedjons; and you poflels the
next 3 1 am fure ycu cannot be impious enough 10
expeét to hold an equal thare with God, it muft fuf,
ficeyeu to know that in you my all,and only earthly
confiderations or affetions reft, at this moment fo
troly aweful ' : '

I did hope my dear wife ro have feen you once more.
ere I departed this life. Aund to have obtained your
pardon for all the tranfgrefions I have committed:
againft God, and our marriage,bed during the time
we have been united 3 and alfo to have given you
fuch confel as 1thought beflt with refpe@t to your fu-.
ture condn& 3 or as I fhould have deemed neceffary,.
or expedient. And to have beltowed on vou the
blefling of 2 dying hufband, and have bid you a final
farewell, all which I muf do by letter as you would.
not confent to come and fee me tho,” 1 had the Sehriff’s
exprefs permiffion for your coming, and nobody fhould.
bave molefted you, lndeed my dear Sally had it
Leen your cale as it was mine: no earthly confides
ration fhould or would have kept me from {eeing you,
Even was certain death to have been the confequence,
and that § was fure I fhould fuffer on the fame gallows
with you 3 All ! all ! I, would have braved tohavel
Ieamy.Sally and would executingly embrace you even
in déath, The cold phlegmatic remonftrances of
difinterefted perfons; who under the facred name of
friend 3 But ftrangers to that and every nobler and
better feeling aud fentiment, are {0 often interpofed
under the matk of friendfhip, and is generally termed
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good reafon 5 by whichthey {o powerfully operate en
the paflions of the weak and timorous, as to leave them
no will atail of their owny (of all fuch people my

car Sally beware in future) Loy my dear wite thatin
ipite cf ali fuch bufy-bodys 1 fhould have gone to fe
yon, but 1 will not waund your feelings by purfuing
the fubje@t farther, tor I well know that your heart is
alrezdy eankeied withgricf, and carc wern on my ac
count, And my wifhis to alleviate and footh the ac,
eute mifery and poignant auguifh and diftrefs (I well
know) zt thismoment endures and to {peck peaee to
your bleeding heart, rather than plant a dagper in
the rankled wound, Which my unhappy fate and unme,
rited foflerings bas given you, who poffeffes a mind
replete with the teodereft and liveft fenfibility.

And pow my dear Sally, that you fee me fo the.
roug'ly refigned to my fate, let. me earneltly bey
and exhort you to ~alike refigned on and endeavour
to encounter this fad blow with fortitude,. and true
chrittian regfination te. thie will of the Almighty..
Call in religion to your aid, and take it as one of
thefe waywardsincidents dire@ted by the Almighty to
try the faith of us poor frail mortals, and if you con-.
fider it as fuchy you will and furely suft think. it
juft to murmer at the decrees of . the Almighty God.
our ereater ¢ it is true my dear Sally. Itis a fhame.
fol death to be fufpended in the air between Heaven,
and earth like a dog that at firft fight may hurtyour
feelings, but on refleion it muft vanifh and leave no
trace bekind, Kor in the firft pisee, as nothing can.
teke piace, however trivaly without divipe permil
fion ;3 {o no mwauner of deéath.can be,unpatural s+ But.
in the fecond plice, only give yourielf time to refied
a moment, and then get a teffament and read, the 224,
23d, and 24th, Chapters of. the Apoftle Luke, you.
will there fnd fuficient matter to confole, and
prevent your tears flowing for me.  You will fee there
how much more ignominous a death our Saviour fufy
fered ; he was nailed toa crofs crowned with thorns,
arrayed in purple, lots caft for garments his facred
fides pierced with « fpear by the hands of common
garments his facred fides peirced with a fpear by the.

\
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hands of common foldiers, crucified between thieves on
Mouat Calvary; All !every fpecics of ignominy and
infamy was heaped on the divine immaculate lambs,
His life. was taken away by fiife fwearing, {Alas! fo'is
mine,) Heprayed for and forgive his enemies, ({o do
I moft freely forgive mine,) the only and blefled per-
fon of the moft high and omnipotent God (hed his pres
cions blosdon the crols for the redemption of many 3
He offered himfelf up the accepted ranfons for all mana
kindy What is my fusferings and deati) in comparifon
with his 2 Whar havel to fear in a future ftate, as I
will die innocent of the crime I am to fuffer fory and
confidently but without prefumption, hope a reward
for all my fufferings, from him who has himf{elf fuffere
ed by falfe wirneffes? He who has faid take up your
trofs and follow me, him will I follow withall my
heart aud foul, through and withall my crofles and
trials,

But my ever dear Salles 1 beg earnefﬂy whenyon {o
read, to conflider with atrention the chapters yon reads
and fee if you walk in the tear ot love of the Lord, cone

[onant to hisdivine will as therein is revealed, fee if
frolicking and attending at foenes of the moft horrid
and abandoned lewdnefs, exceftcsy debuuchariesy leens
tioufnels, obicenity prophanity and il their attene
dint train is ajrecable to the divine willy ab ! no iy
dear Sally they are not § for God’ fake my dear woe
many and for your dyinghufbands fike, thun and by
all means avoid frolicing and all it’s ettending evil
concomitants, far your-perlonal attendance at fuch
feenesy 15 innmical to your future happine(s, and rens
cefs you odions inthe fight of God, aud centemptie
ble in the opinions of men, for .you may reft afured
that there is no man of lenfe, but would as foon take
his wife froma bawdy houfe, as trom a frolic 3 How
very dreadiul mud that one refle@ion beto any wos
man of fenfibility or delacy of mind or feelings? Oh
Wy dear Sally | for your own weliare and peace of
Wiad, fhan all fueh placess 1donot; for a mufea
Wents and recreations are neceflary to promote both
eur bealih of body and peace of winde but by all
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meansy ,my love let all thole you enjoy le ra
_ tional,

In chofing another hufband my ever dear Sally, af.
ter { am dcad aund gone, as you certainly will need
oue, chufe ose that will love and prete& you, ang
whom you will neither fear nor defpile when you area
wile s rather than apretty buby tolook at who might
through arage of novelty and il nature break your
heart, AR! Saily ! think {fomefew times through life
an toor gone Abraham, and fay with a figh—FHe i
gone——alzs never to rettrn ! He was conftant and kind
tome. But [ will fome day follow., Yes, my duar
~ Szlly you will fos and if it i8 pofible for the {pirit

of the departed to watch, over thale they love
upon earth, and that 1 have divine permiflion, I will
“uutil them 3 be my belaved Sally, my truly de
“wife guardian ang:l, and fhould my flitting fpiric
ever prefent itfelf to your view, be unot alraid Lally
it witl be but the fpirit that divins permiflion is he
vering on the watch to fhield and defend you from any
impending danger. '
My dsar Sally, my white Hat, that yon were [
fond of, I leave you with this injun&ion that you wear
‘1t vourfelf while it lafts and give it, o no other per
for, and two orders fora fmall {um of mouey I alo
leave you, befides all the cloths at Heury Croves;
Mr. Hughes, my goed and efteemed fricnd, whom 10
gether with his family may God blefs, profper, aud
prolong theic lives 5 will hand yow my hat and the
two orders, the reft of my tl_ﬁngs being ufelels to you,
I have given them away to different people 3 the {pin
ning wheel and little box I liave given to the litele pitl
that lived with us,

And having now fettled my wordly affuirs I flall
clofe and prepare to depart in peace,

1%ve kiffed this paper—and bid it convey the kils to
you my love ¢ And now my dear Sally, 1 bid you
. Obh—Heavens 1—I bid you my dear wife leenct the
farewel of a day month nor year—~But an eterml
~=Farewels

[
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Tearnellly beg your prayers for me 3 and may Gog
ote@ preferve prolper and blefs you; is

ager of your dotingly fond hufband.

ABRAHAM JOHNSTONE,
Woodbury jail July 8th, 1797,

the dymg
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