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amifs for you, to know. what this Pagenifm s 3
and therefore you may, if you pleafe, beftow a
fhort Reading upon a~ Galiws, or 2 More ;: Bue be
more of a Cbriffian, than to look on the Emchiri-
dion of the Author laft mentioned, as, Next rhe
Bible, the beft Book in the World. Study no other
Etbics, but what is in the Bible ; and confule fuch
Buoks, as the, Verss' Chriffianifmus of an Arnds,
whereby Hundreds of Thoufands have been bro’t
into the Life of GOD.

So much Etbics as treats, De Decoro, and may
inftru& you in the, Rales of Bebaviour, 1 heartily
commend unto you. Andyet, even thefe are belt
learnt by a Wile Obfervation of what you fee
pafles in the Converfation of Politer Pecple s
And by wifely confidering how they are indeed
all- Embryo'd in that one Word, MODESTY ;
which Renders every one his Due, and aflumes
nothing undue to ones felf: Or, comprized in that
one Maxim, Do and Say nothing that may be Juftly
offenfive to the Company. The Truth is ; The moft
exa& and conftantcRules of Bebaviour, will be found
Rules of Chriffianity : For which Caufe it pleafed
our Glorious Redeemer more than once to give
them. Every Chriflian as far as he keeps to his
own Rules will be fo far 2 Gentleman, And for
tk}is Caufe, I again advife you to a Careful Study
of them,

§- 8. POETRY, whereof we have now even

an dAntedi.uvian Fiece in our Hands, has from the

Beginning been in. fuch Requeft, that T muft
needs recommend unto you fome Acquaintance
wich it.  Though fome have had a Soul fo Unms-

fical,
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fical, thae they have decried all Verfe, as being but
a meer Playing and Fiddling upon Words 3 All Verfi-
fring, as if it were more Ummatural than if we
fhould chufe Dancing inftead of Walking ; andRyme,
as if it were buc a fort of Morifeo Dancing with
Bells : Yee I cannor with you a Soul that fhall be
wholly Unpoetical. An Old Horace has left us an

- Art of Poetry, which you may do well to beftow a
- Perufal on. And befides your- Lyrick Hours, 1

with you may {0 far underfland an Epic Poem,
that the Beauties of an Homer and a Zirgil may be
difcerned with you. As to the Moral Part of Ho-
mer, ’tis true, and let me not be counted a Zoilws
for faying fo, that by firft exhibiting their Gods
2s no better than Rogues, he fee open the Flood-
gates for a prodigious Inundation of Wickednefs
to break in upon the Nations, and was one of the

greateft Apoftles the Devil ever had in the World.

Among the reft that felt the Il Impreffions of
this Univerfal Corrupter, ( as Men of the beft Sen-
timents have calléd him,) One was that over-
grown Robber, of execrable Memory, whom we
.celebrate under the Name of Alexander the Grear ;
who by his continual Admiring and Studying of
his lliad. and by following that falfe Mode! of
Heroic Virtue fct before him in his Achilles, bea
came one of the worft of Men, and at lengch in-
flaced wich the Ridiculous Pride of being him(lf
a:Deity, expofed himfelf co all the Scorn thar could
belong unto a Lumatick, And hence, notwith-
flarding the Veneration which this Idol has had,
y:t Plato banithes him out of a Common-Wealth the,
Welfare whereof he was concerned: for.  Never-
thaléls, Cufforn or Comfeience obliges him to bear
o S - Teitimoni¢s
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‘Teftimonies unto many Points of Morality. And
it is efpecially obfervable, That he commonly pro-
pounds Prayer to Heaven as a moft neceffary Pre-
face unto all Important Enterprizes; and when
the Action comes on too fuddenly for a more ex-
tended Supplication, he yet will not let it come on
without an Ejaculacion ; and he naver fpeaks of
any Supplication bur he brings in a Gracious Anf-
wer to it. Ihave feen aTravefteering High-Flyer,
not much  to our Difhonour, Scoff ac Homer
for this ; as making his A&ors to be like thofe
whom the Englifh call: Diffenters. But then, we
are fo much led into the Knowledge of Antiqui-
ties, Y reading of this Peer, and into fo many
Parts of the Recondite Learning, that notwithftand-
ing fome little Nods in him, not a feW Acure Pens
helides tpe old Bifhop of Theffalonica’s, have got 1
Reputation by regaling us with 4nnotations upon
him. Yea, Tho™ One can’ but fmile at the Fan-
cy of Croefe, who tries with much Oftentation of
: _Eruqun, to fpow_, That Homer has all along ten -
dx;ed usin a Difguife and ‘Fable, the Hiffory of the
Old Teffament, yet many Illuftrations of the facred
Scriptures, 1 find are to be fetched from him : who
mdgeq had probably read what was E'xt’ant of
them._,xp his Days ; Particularly, Our Eighteenth
Pfalm is what he has evidently imitated. Virgil
too, who fo much lived upon him, as well as aftec
him, is unaccountably mad upon . his Fate, which
he makes to be he knows not what himfelf, bue
Superiour to Gods as well as to Men, and thro® his
- whole Compofures he fo afferts the Dogrine of
th.:s Nonfcn‘.ﬁcal Power, as is plainly inconfiftznt
with. all Virtue, - And what farel Mifhief did

Fs[fcinaser

to Sound the Trumpets. ‘4!

Fafcinator do to the Roman Empire, when by Deis
fying one Great Emperor, he taught the Succefs
fors to claim the Adoration of Gods, while they
were perpetrating the Crimes of Devils 2 T will
not be a Carbilius upon him; nor will I fay any
thing, how lictle the Married State owes unco
One who writes as if he were 2 Woman bater 3
Nor what his Blunders are about his poor-fpirited
and inconfiften: Hero, for which many have taxed
him. Neverthelefs, ’tis obferved, That the Pagans
had no Rules of Manners, that were more Laudable

“and Regular than what are to be found in him.

And fome have faid, It is bardly poffible ferz‘mé’/ly to
Read bis Works without being more difpofed unto Good=
neff, as well ot being agreeably entertained. . Be fure,
had¥irgil wrir before Plato, hisWorks had not been
any of the Books probibited. But then; This Poet
alfo has abundance of Rare Antiguities for us ¢
And fuch Things, as others befides a Servis, have.
imagined thac. they have inftru@ted and obliged
Mankind, by employing all their Days upon.
‘Wherefore if his «£nes, which tho’ it were once
near twenty times as big as he has lefe it, yet he
has left it unfinithed,may not appear fo valuable to
you, that you may think Twenty feven Verfes of
the Part thac is the moft finithed in it, worth One
and Twenty Hundred Pounds and odd Money,
yet his Georgicks,which he put his 1aft Hand unto,
will furnifh you with many things far from Defs
picable. -But after all, when I faid, T was willing

- that the Beauties of thefe Two- Poets, might become

Vifible to your Vifive Faculty in Poetry, I did not
mean, thac you fhould Judge nothing' to be Ad-
~mittable 1nto an Epic Pg@,. which is not .,Au_t}}o;

S rifgd
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rifed by their Example ; bue I perfe&ly concue
with One who is inexpreflibly more capable to
be a Judge of fuch a Matter than I can be ; Tha
itis a falfe Critic. who.with & petulant ir, will infuls
Reafon isfelf, if it prefumes to oppofe fuch Authority

Iproceed now to fay, That if ( under the Gui-
dance of a Vida ) you try your young Wings now
and then to fee what Flights you can make, at
leaft for an Epigram, it may a liccle fharpen your
Senfe, and polith_your Style, for more important
Performances ; For this Purpofe you are now e-
ven overftock’d with Patterns; and ———- Poemiats
Paflim. You may, like Nazianzen, all your Days,
make a little Recreation of Poetry in the midft of
‘your more painful Studies. Neverthelefs, I can-
not but advife you, Wishhold thy Throat fom T birft,
Be not fo fet upon Poetry, 2s to be always poring
on the Pafionate and Meafured Pages. Let not
what fhould be Sauce rather than Food for you,En-

rofs all your Application. Beware of a Bound-

efand - Sickly Appetite, for the Reading of the
Poems, which now the Rickety Nation fwarms witha
al: And let not the Circean Cup invoxicate you,
But efpecially preferve the Chaffity of your Soul
from the Dangers you may incur, by a Converfa-
tion with Mufes that are no better than Harlots +
Among which are others befides Ovid’s Epiftles,
which for their Tendency to éxcite and foment
Impure Flames, and caft Coals into your Bofom,
defﬁve rather to be thrown into the Fire, than to
be laid before the Eye which-a Covenast ﬁ:ould-be'
made withal. Indeed, not meerly for the Iwpx-
rities which they convey, but alfo on fome other

- Accounts
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Accounts, the Powers of Darknef have a Library a-
mong us, Whereof the Poets have been the moft
Numerous as well as the moft Vememons Authors.
Moft of the Modern Plays, as well as the Roman-
ces and Novels and Fiffions, which are a fort of
Poems, do belong tothe Catalogue of this curfed
Library. The Plays, 1fay, in which there are fo
many Paffages, thac have a Tendency to over-
throw all Piety, that.one whofe Name 'is- Bedford,
has extra&ted near Seven Thoufand Inflances of
them, from the Plays chiefly of but Five Years
preceeding 3 and fays awfully upon them, They
ere Natioval Sins, and therefore call for Natiomal
Plagues ; And if GOD fhould enser into Fudgment all
the Blood in the Nation would not be able to atom for
them. How much do I wifh that fuch Peftilen-

ces, and indeed all thofe worfe thanEgyptian Toads,

L the Spawns of a Butler, & a Brewn, and.3 Ward,
and a Company whofe Name s Legion !} might
never crawl into your Chamber! The unclean Spi-
rits that come like Frogs out of the Mouth of the Dra-

- gon, and of the Beaft ; which go forth unto the young
-People of the Earth, and expofe them to be dealt

withal as the Enemies of GOD, in the Bastle of
the Great Day of the Almighty, Asfor thofe wret-
ched Secribbles of Madmen, My Son, Touch them
not,Tafte them wot,Handle them not : Thouwilt perifh

' in the ufing of chem. ' They are, The Dragons whofe

Contagions Breath Peoples the dark Retreats of Death,
To much better Purpofe will an Excellent but an
Envied Blackmore feaft you, than thofe Vile Rap-.

 fedies ( of that Vinum Demonum ) which you will

find always leave a Taint upon your Mind, and a-
mong dther ill Effecs, giu fenfibly indifpofe you
' 2 ' to
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to converfe with the Holy Oracles of '
SAVIOUR. ! GOD yoe
Bue there‘is, what T may rather call a Parenthe=
[, than a Digreffion, which this may be not alto-
gether an Improper Place for the introducing of.
[ There has been a deal of ado aboura STYLE;
So much, that I muft offer you my Sentiments
tpon it. There is a8 Way of Writing, wherein the
Author endeavours, that the Reader may have
[fomeshing 10 the Purpofe in every Paragraph.” There
1s not only a Vigour fenfible in every Semtence, but
the Paragraph is embellithed with Profitable Refer-
ences, ¢ven to fomething beyond what is diredly
fpoken. Formal and Painful Quotations are not
‘ﬁu.dxed; yet all thatcould be learnt from them
1s infinvated. The Writer pretends not untoRead~
sng, yet he could not have writ as he does if he
had not Read very much in his Time ; and his
Compofures are not only a Cloth of Gold, but alfo
fluck with as many Fewels, as the Gown of a
Rufian Embaflador. This Way of Writing has
been decried by many, and s ‘at this Day more
than ever fo, for the fame Reafon, that in the old
Story, the Grapes were decried, That they were not
Ripe. A Lazy, Ignorant, Conceited Sett of Au-
thors, would per{wade the whole Tribe, to lay a-
fide that Way of Writing, for the fame Reafon
that ong would have perfwaded his Brethren to
pare. with the Encumbrance of their Bufhy Tails,
But. however Fafhicn and Humowr may  prevail,
they muft not think that the Club ar their Coffee=
Houfe is, AB the World ; but there will always be
thofe, who will in this Cafe be governed by In-
difputable Resfon; And who will chink cha the
real
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real Excellency of a Book will neverly in [aying
of little ; That the lefs one has for his Money in
a Book, ’tis really the more Valuable for it ; and
that the lefs one is inftru@ed in a Book, and the
more of Superfluous Margin, and Superficial Ha-
rangue, and the lefs of Subfantial Matter one has
in it,the more tis to be accounted of. And if 2 more
Mafly Way of Writing be never fo much difgufted
at This Day, a Betrer Guff will come. on, as will
fome other Thing, que jam Cecidre.  In the
mean time, Nothing appears to me more Imper-
tinent and Ridiculous than the Modern Way, [ 1

.cannot fay, Rule ; For they have None ! ] of Criti-

cifing. ‘The Blades that fet up for Criticks, I know
not who conftituted or commiffion’d’em ! — they
appear to me, for the moft part as Contemptible, as
they are a Supercilions Generation. For indeed no
‘Two of them have the fame Style ; and they are
as intollerably Crofs-grain’d and fevere in their
Cenfures upon one another, as they are upon the
reft of Mankind. But while each of them, con-
ceitedly enough, fets up for the Standard of Perfec-
tion, we are entirely at a Lofs which Fire to fol-
low. Nor can you eafily find any one thing
wherein they agree for their Style, except perhaps
a perpetual Care to give us Jejune and Empty
Pages, without fuch Touches of Erudition ( to fpeak
in the Style of an Ingenious Traveller ) as may
make the Difcourfes lefs Tediows, and more Enrich-
ing, to the Mind of him that perufes them. There

i mucheTalk of a Florid Style, obeaining among

the Pens, that are moft in Vogue ; but how often
would it puzzle one, even with the beft Glailes
to find the Flowres! And if they were to be C‘ha&-

g tizeg
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tized for it, it would be with much what as much
ofJuttice, as Ferom was, for being a Ciceronian, Af~
ter all, Every Man will have his own Style, which
will diftingaifh him as much as his Gare: And if
you can attain to that which I have newly def-
cribed, but always writing fo as co give an Eafy
Conveyance unto your Ides’s, 1 would not have you
by any Scourging be driven out of your Gae, but
if you muft confefs a Fault in it, make a Confeffi-
on like thac of the Lad, unto his Father while he
was beating him for his Ver/ifying. '

However, fince every Man will have his own

Style, I Would pray, that we may learn to treat
oneanother With mutual Civilities, and Condefzen-
fions, and handfoniely indulge one another in this,
as Gentlemen do in other Matters.
I wonder what ails People, that they can’t let

Cicero wrice in the Style of Cicero, and Semece write
in the ( much other! ) Style of Semeca; and own
that B.tb may pleafe in their feveral Ways, e
But T will freely tell you; what has made me
confider the Humourifts that fet up for Criticks upon
Style, as.the moft Unregardable Set of Mortals in the
World, is This ! Far more Illuftrious Criticks than
any of thofe to whom I am now bidding Defi-
ance, and no lefs Men than your Erafmus’s, and
your Grotius’s, have taxed the Greek Style of the
New Teftament, with I know not what Solecifms
and Barbarifms; And, how many learned Folks
have Obfequionfly run away wich the Notion !
Whereas ’tis 2n Ignorant and-an Infolent Whimfes;
which they have been guilty of. It may be (and

-particularly by an Ingenious Blackswal, it has ‘

¢en) Demonflrated, That ‘the Gentlemen are
' | ' miftaken
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miftaken in every one of their pretendedlnftances;
All the Unqueftionable Clafficks, may be broughe
in, to convince them of their Miftakes. Thofe
Glorious Oracles are as pure Greek as ever was
written in the World ; and fo Corre&, fo Noble,
fo Sublime is heir Style, that never any thing un-
der the Cope of Heaven, but the Old Teffament,
has equall’d it.]

§. 9. What we call NATURAL PHILOSO-.
PHY, is what I muft encourage you to fpend
much more Time in the Study of.

Do it, with continual Contemplations and agree-
able Acknowledgements of the Infinice GOD, whofi
Perfections are fo difplay’d in His Werks before
you, that from them, you cannot but be perpetus
ally ravifhed into the Acclamations of, How Grea:
% Hi Goodnef§ and Hius Beauty! _

Do it, with a Defign to be led into thofe Vicaws
wherewith you will in Ways moft Worthy of a
Man effe@ually Show yourfelf a Mun, and may
with Unutterable Satisfa@ion anfwer the main
END of your Being, which is, To Glorify GOD;
and therein alfo Difcharge the Office of a Pricft
for the Creation; Which, how f{weet a, Tokcn for
'Good, muft it be unto you ! _ -

. When Tfaid, Nataral Phylofophy, you may be

fure, I did not mean, the Peripatetic : For I hear-

‘tily fubfcribe to theCenfure of Chriftianns Thomafins
upon it ; Omne Tempus pro Perdito judicandum, quod

in Phyficam Peripateticorum impenditur 5 ita inepta et
fulta ibi funt Omnia. It is indeed amazing to fee

the Fate of the Writings which o .under the
Name of 4rifforle.  Firft falling inte the handg c;_f‘
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