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THOMA

Alias, The Gentleman Brick-maker, alias, Tom -
the Smuggler, who was executed with Fobn Hall, alias
Rich, on Friday the 6th of April, 1750, at Chelmsford,
and hung in Chajns near Rumford Gallows, for robbing
the Yarmouth Maii-on the 20th of _}’mﬁ; laft,

!
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CONTAINING,
A full Account of his Behaviour during a great Number of

Years, as a notorious Smuggler, Gamefter, {&c. ‘Together with
the m:any Pranks he play’d at Canterboury, Cranbrook, and other
Parts of Kent; at Horfbam, and other Parts of Sufex: Like-
- wife at Salifbury, Bridgwater, Briftol, Portfmouth, Soutbampton,
Yarmouth, Weodbridge, Ipfrvich, Colchefler, and other Parts in
England ; allo his Expedition to France, &¢. |
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Publi’d from the Copy all aurote awith bis sawn Hand, and deliver'd

&y him the Morning of bis Execution to My, Thomas Venden,
Turnkey of His Majefty’s Gaol: at Chelmsford ix Eflex, with a
particular Defire it might be printed. S
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/ T'o which is added, AR -
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A fhort Account of ‘the Life of “fobn Hall, his Accomplice,

~ and the Manner of their being' taken: Likewife their Beha-
viour at the Place of Execution, | .
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Printed for Tuomas Harris at flaerfgate, C. Cor- -
BETT in Fleet-firest, and fold at all the Bookfellers and - .
Pamphlet-Shops in Town and Country, and by ths
Hawkers who carrry the News, M.DcCGC. L,

[ Price Four-pencc. J§
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THOMAS MUNN.

Written by HIMSEL F.

NHOMAS MUNN was born at
n Cranbrook in Kemt, in the Y=ir

l"-u.." -

and Brickmaker, and labour’d very

"

y i of any difhonelt Action by him,

v . lcan remember bur little of my.

Mother, fhe died when 1 was young. I remember
I have goue to the Bapuft Meeting with her, and

the People of that Religion uled to talk to me

after her Death, and tell me what a good Woman
fhe was, and advifed me to follow her Steps, ‘1o
which I paid but httle.Regard. 1 had two Brothers
elder than mylclf when my Mother died, which

B was

1705. My Father was a Gardener.

@ hard for his Bread ; I never heard
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was able to fhift for themfelves, but they have been
both dead fome Years. My elder Brother died at
Benenden, four Miles from Cranbrook, and left fix
or feven Children, 1 can’t fay which ; but I know
there ufed to be fuch a Huddle of them, that I
can hardly remember the Number, His Widow
is now living, and being a very induftrious Wo-
man, brought up her Family (by following the

Brick-making Bufinefs) in an honeft, reputable
- Manner. My other Brother died in the Army, as
I have been informed. 1 have a Sifter two Years
younger than mylelf, which 1s married to a very
honeft Man, a Carpenter, and they live very happy
at Allington Fright, near Afbford in Kent, This
Sifter my Father put out to nurfe when my Mother
died, but 1 was with my Father, and fometimes
with my Uncle. 1 can give but little Account for
two or three Years how I lived, but I think my
Uncle, who kept a Coffee-houfe in Cranbrook, had
Misfortunes, which was unhappy for me, for he
had always a great Regard for me. 1 was then
fent back to my Father, and as foon as I was able
to do any thing of Work, my Father yoaked me
into it, and I began to make Brick before I was
well able, but-I took great Delight in it, which
made me be in my Youth a very good Hand.

I have often heard my Father {ay I was the beft
Boy he ever had for Work 3y I have much dege.-
nerated fince, tut I ufed to be proud of his kind
Speeches, and always endeavour’d to deferve them.
When Winter came on, we went to Cranbrook ac-
cording to Cuftom, and my Uncle was in Bufinefs
again, and kept a little. Alehoufe, fo he took me
to affift him, and fometimes fent me to Scheol,
which was very lucky for me, for my Father did .
not know what to do with me in the Winter 3 but
in the Summer, when my Uncle hath defired I

fhould continue with him, and promifed to put me
to
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to fome Trade better than Brick-making, my Fa-
ther would fay, No, John, I can’t Jpare the Boy,
be’s as good as a Man to me; fo by that Means I
was compelled to be a Brickmaker. My Father
and elder Brother had a great Job to do for Sir
fobn Norris, and though I was not fifteen Years
old, the Men would difpute who fhould have Zom
for a Partner, {5¢. 1 continued in this Manner for
fome Years; my Uncle at length married with the
Widow H d, who had a large Family, and
therefore, I fuppofe, it was thought the propereft
Way for 7em to fhift and l:arn a Trade to live in
the Winter as well as in Summer, It was therefore
concluded 1 fhould go to my elder Brother ¥ob# to
learn to drefs Flax, as he dealt in that Commodity.
I went and learnt, but did not- like 1t, ’twas too
hard for my littie Bones ; but I got Mafter of 1t
lo much, that I went to my Uncle again, and never
did any fince, 1 ftaid with my Uncle the Re-
mainder of that Winter, and at publick Times
affifted as a Drawer ; at other Times he would fe
me to work in che Garden, but that did not do,t
I.never loved any Work but Brick-making,.
- I ufed to know my Uncle’s Time of coming
into the Garden generally, fo I chofe to give him,
a Meeting, and then I could go again over the
Pales, and away upon fome Game or other. 1
ufed to take great Delight in the Company of a
Man that taught me Tricks upon the Cards. My
Uncle knew my Motions well enough, but feldom
chaftifed me ; when he did I was very much
athamed, for I was a very meek Boy._ 1 now be-
gan to think I could get my own Living, and
therefore took my Leave of my kind Uncle, and
was' above working for my Father or my elder
Brother, for. 1 did not like to have any Reftraint
laid 'on my whimfical Humour. 1 dont juftly re-
member the Age I was of when I took this Piece
B 2 of
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of Manhood on me, but 1 think 17.  As1 faid
above, 1 took my Leave, and went to work as a
Journeyman with one Famfoiz (1 think his Name
was) at *Squire Fuller’s near Battle in Suffex 3 that
Gentleman took great Delight in me, and would

have been fo much my Iriend as to have me Mafter
of the Work next Year, as he after faid, but 1

had not Wit enough - to return the kind Favours 1
daily received, but to the contrary, abfented him
in this Manner. A Man that had been Servant to
’Squire Beaker, and often had {feen me at my Uncle’s,
heard of my being at ’Squire Fuller’s, this Man,
whofe Name was George Collvin, worked at Hor/-
mounfbur/t a Brickmaking, and being in great
Want of a Hand, prevailed on me to leave that
worthy Gentleman to follow him, which was a very
bad Action, and by this may be learnt how eafily
a Perfon may impofe upon himfelf or his beft
Friends, when he doth Things without due Con-
ficeration. As Brick—making 1s a Bufinefs that a
cood Hand may get more Money at than any
other Out-door Labourer can, they moft of ’em
have as good a Method of {pending it; but my
good Eriend Mr. I'wller took more Pains than [ de-
ferved, to preveat my - alting that Part, and if he
kncw 1 had a Friend came to fee me, would bid his
Servants tell the young Brick-maker not to go
to the Alchoufe to fpend his Money,” but come
into the Houle, &¢c. yct, as I faid above, I left
him, and went to Hovfmounfburf,. and difcharged
myielf fo well, that 1 was Mafter of the Work
there.  The next Year I was gutlty of another
Folly, I could have managed Mr. Fuller's Work,

1t Coing carrieé on 1n the {ame Manner my Father

ufed to co (but at Hosfmeunfburjt quite differént)
bowever, Tthought it a pretty Thing to have Men

.---- Fmn Yy

ar 17 Command.

But
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But now the Winter came on, and I did not
think proper to go to I'lax-dreffing by no Manner of
Means, fo fpent fome Time as a Vifiter to my
Uncle, then to my Brother; about this Time 1
learnt to play upon the Flute, and was famous for
dancing of Jiggs and Hornpipes, fo went into
Suffex and commenced Dancing-mafter, and got a
Set of young Fellows as undifcerning as myfelf,
that [ had taught to caper a little, to go with me to
Morris-dancing, as it is called in that County : X
was Mafter of the Ceremony, and was Fool enough
to have em to fome Relations, for which my Uncle

gave me a fmart Reprimand, and told me the Folly
of fpending my Time in fuch an idle Manner, and
the Scandal it was to every Body that was related to
me, to hear or fee me capering about the Country
like 2 Vagabond, and begging tor Money to {pend
idly. I did not much mind the true Conftruétions
my kind Uncle put on my Proceedings, but found
I had jigg’d away the Winter better than Flax-
drefling, however, I never did fo any more.

I wentin the Springsto carry on the Work I had

taken at Horfmounfburft, of Mr. Fobhn Durflove,
and for Want of Judgment, fpoiled a Kiln of

Ware, but my Maulter being a good, confiderate
Man, madechat vp with me, butl had a Man from
my Brother, that thould have been a Guide to me,
but he infinvated himfeif fo far into my Mafter’s Fa.
vours, that he thought proper to chufe him to be
Mafter, and I can’t fay, it was badly judg’d, for
he wasbetter qualified for the Bufinefs than I was,
I was honourably paid, and defired to work as a

Journeyman, but my Spirit was above being Ser-
~ vant to a Man that 1 thought ufed me illj fo I
bought me a Horle, and being well cloathed, was
determined not to appear like a common Brick-
maker. You may.fee by this, how the Spirit of
Pride will reign in unthinking Youth, when there

1S
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s none to.curb and inftruct them. Ifoon got work

at Hufpar-Point, in Suffex, and was very well re-
fpelied for my being a merry Fellow, and always
Money, for I work’d bard, and lived frugal, and

never went into Company, if I thought I was not
able to pay my Reckoning ; this was more a Spirit
of Pride than any thing elfe, but by this Means,

I oot to be call’d the Gentleman Brickmaker that.
kept 2 Horfe. 1 then got acquainted with Edward
Langly, Brickmaker, whofe Friend lived at Hor-
Jfbam in Suffex ; he defired me to g0 to Horfham
with him, when the Time of Brick-making was
over, [ went with him, (it i1s well, if any Thing
is worth Notice that I write) fo I don’t think it
worth while to.tell the many Laflfes I took Delight
to dance with ; but I had like to have an old Wo-
man to dance with of about feventy, by the Help
of Edward Langly, which I fhall tske Notice of
hereafier, When I had pafs’d fome Time with
Langly at Horfbam, 1 found®his Way of thinking
and mine were quite differert, for he ufed to {pend
the Winter in the Forreft, as Servant to a Warrener,
and advifed me .to do fo likewife ; but this 1 could
difcern was ten Times worfe than Flax-dreffing, to
ke outr of Nights a2 Coney-catching, and knocking
dewn every Fellow that come near your Nets, or
ftand a Chance to be heartily banged yourfelf ; faith
I, Ned this won’t do, I can’t love any Work but
Bnck-makm nor [ don’t intend to learn any other,
I fee how.-well the Servants live with my Uncle,
certamly, if I try, I fhall find Bufinefs in fome Inn
where I fhall be fure of good Eating and Drinking,
and 2 warm Houfe, whiie you are out in the Froit
and Snow, and come Home Shivering, and Swear-
ing you have knock’d down 4 or 5 great Fellows,
aud made as many more run away that came o rob
your Mafter ; you may be warm in the Action, but

1 have no S.omach to learn to Fight in that Way.
S0
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So I left my Horfe with Ned to be put to Grafs, and
took ‘my Leave, and nothing happened worth my
Noatice’till I came to Southampton, and there I could
get no Bufinefs, but lodg’d at an Inn, the Son of
the People that kept the Houfe was a Barber, and -
had a Shop belonging to the Inn,  was often talking
to me, and feem’d to be mighty kind. | I went to
Bed at the proper Time, had not been long there, -
but this Barber came 1nto the Room, and defired me
to let him ftay at the Window, for he expefted. a
Friend to come and call him to go out to be merry
that Night, and my Chamber being one Pair of
Stairs next the Street,, he fhould foon hear him. I
ot being very {leepy, we had a great deal aof Chat,
and he cameand fet on the Bed ; no Friend came; i
think, faid he, I'll ie down befide you, but then I -
fhall be a-cold, fo, if you pleafe, I’ll come to Bed ; -
with all my Heart, faid I, but I maft put my Shire
on, for I lay without my Shirt for fear of any Di-
ftemper, and to fave my Linen, for I heard ic was
more fafe, and I was terribly afraid of the Small-Pox,
or the Itch, &¢. So I put my Shirt on, but he faith
no, no, don’t put your Shirt on; 1 love to lie with
a naked Man, and P’il pull mine off: If you do, you .
fhall lie alone, I faid, however, he came to Bed.
He had not beep long in Bed, but began toatt a .
Part {fo Contradittory to Nature that I ftarted vp in
the Bed, wanted Words to exprefs my Confufton,”
Surprize, and Paffion, at his Propofitions, and fele
for my Cloaths to get up, bhe faith, What be you
a feeling for young Man ? Juft as he fpoke, I had
prefence of Mind to make Anfwer, 1 am looking
tor my Penknife, you Dog, for I'll cut your Throat
if you don’t get up this Moment; 1 had no Penknife,
but 1t frighten’d my Chap, and he left me: Butin
the Morning came, and made many Excdfes, It
was what 1 never met with betore, nor fince, but
had Pbilofophy enough in me, to think ita pity to

expole
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expofe a young. Man, tho' he pointed at a very
heinous Sin ; and certainly we that commit Crimes

beyond what is common, cught to be pitied, for.
no Man is certain if he comes under the fame Temp-
tation, that he fhall be able to withftand it ; I don’c
fay chis to take the Part of fuch Sort of Men as my
Perake-Merchant,

I Icte Southampion, and went from thence to Sea-
Zﬁbury, wherc 1 heard of a Place at the Angel,
but then I was at a Lofs- for a Chara&er, for I had
never béen a Servant. However, | thought Squire
Baker would not be angry 1f 1t fhould bs known that
I made ufe of his Name ; here was a Fault, I own,
commutted, which, according to Law, might have
coft me my Life, for it was down-right Forgery ;
therefcre every Perfon ought to confider how bad an
A& it is to make ufe of any Perfon’s Name on any
Account whatfoever, without a proper Authority.
But, in fhort, I was fo imprudent as to write
a Character in ’Squire Baker’s Name, and it was
accepted, and I had the Care of the Wine Cellar.
My Malfter was a very confiderate Man, as you
may fee, for the fecond Night I came, the Houfe
was full of Company, and a grand Supper prepare-
ing. I was now in a fad Confternation, for I had
never feen fuch Company, and did not know how
to lay the Cloth, and, being head Drawer, it was
my Bufinefs ; if 1 can fee it once done, think I,
1t will be eafy for me after, but to expoie myiclf
may caule me to be turned out of Doors. 1 there-
fore hid mylelf within hearinz, and heard my good
Maftter call, Zom, Drawer, Tom, &c. ’till 1 was
in Pain, but did not dare to come forth 3 the Drawer,
i believe, fays he, is run away aready, I muft lay
the Cloth myfelf, and {o he did, thinks I, this will
be a gecod Prefident for me ; when 1 found Supper
was going 1, 1 bounc’d out of my Cover, and
flew about like a parch’d Pea, on a Drum-head,

and
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- and my Mafter was glad of Help, fo faid nothing
to what he ought to have done ; s however, I learnt
enough that Night to pleafe very well, and in a
few Nights after we had many Noblemen and
Members of Rarliament; for at that Time it was
a Houfe of great Bufinefs. Thefe Gentlemen went
. to Gaming, and by Chance dropped a Guinea ; I
' was call’d up to look for it, and not finding it
" was much blamed, and they was fo pofitive I had
, it, that they examm’d all my Pockets; by Chance
. Y had never a Guinea, but I could not be withou
Mone of my own, or my Mafter’s. This happen’d
f"to be lucky having -no Guinea, and gave Satif-
 facion, but juft as I was going out. 1 faw a Hat
;lle on the Floor, I took it up as my Duty, and
-under it was this famous Guinea that I had bcen,
; :tax’d with, I put 1t in my Pocket, for I thought
¢ if I had: given it, and told the Truth they would
EnOt have believed me ; but in this T was very
wrong, for I fhould have confulted my Matfter,
and he would have fet Things right, for it was not
my Property, therefore a’bad Action.

I went on very well, and pleafed my Mafter, but
my Miftrefs was a very unhappy Woman in.her
Temper, and that caufed them to change their

' Servants often. It chanced one Night fome Towni-
Emen playing at Cards, at laft were for playing
in a publick Room, a Pint of Wine a Game, at
! . Purt, &c. My Mafter was in their Company, and
it orew late, and but little Company in the Houfe,
1 atked my Mafter to give me L.eave to play with

; 2 Mafter Taylor that had been fo lucky as to win
‘ fome Pints of Wine, and made himfelf mighty
. merryon the Account; my . Malter replied, #hy,
3 Tom, we don’t prafiife thefe Things in my Houfe,
* but you fball bave your Fancv, and if you can beat
- him it will be Pleafure to us cz!l, feir be feems to laugh
et us much 3 -welly 1.attacked Mr, Srayzape, snl
- C VWOl
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won about 7s. 6d. all the Money he had, four
or five and twenty. Pints of Wine, 3/, 105. 0n a
Note of Hand, and his Coat and Waiftcoat ; this
was Game enough,and away trudg’d the poor Taylor
to tne Gate without his Cloaths, and was going
Home fo, but my Mafter faid, Tom, we muft not
joke too far, bes a Man in good thf inefs, and will
honourably pay what be lof2, fo we will give bim bis
Cleatbs 5 which was accordinglydone, and he came
the next Day, fettled every Thing, and 1 put fome
more Money to the Note, and the Taylor made

e a Suit of Cloaths, and did me Juftice ; but 1
would have every Perfon that is fond of Gaming to
Excels, know he is fond of Villainy 5 and if he: will
give himfelt Time to confider, it will appear, thag
he who pretends a friendly Kindnefs for his Neigh.
bour, and will fay, Fack, or Will, Come, we will
80 to fuch a Houfe and [pend the Evening ;5 the honeft
Man can’t difcern the Fraud, fo eafily confents,
and when merry 1s impofed on, and fo m Time
proves the Deftruction of himfeif and Family, for
the Money he lofes in that Manner ftops his regular
Courfe in Trade, - for Want of making his Pay-
ments good ;. then again it is foon publifhed, -his
1rregu1ar Courfe of Life is moft Times fet forth
worfe than it is, to the entire Deftruction of that
unthinking Man that gives his Mind to gaming.
As 1 {aid before, that Perfon that is fo artful in
gaming as to deceive his Companions, if he will
but give himfelf Time to look into his Principle,
it will appear very black,

As I havealready obferved my Miftrefs was very
unhappy in her Temper, and I could not bear
with 1, and having a new Suit of Cloaths, and
Money in my Pocket, gave Warning like 2 Fool,
and left a good Place and an honeft good Mafter
in about three Months, and trudged to my Friend
Ned Langley, as Hmﬂmm in Sﬂﬁx 3 Jom, q}irobh

¢
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Ned, I bave got a Wife for you 5 1 wonder’d at his
Speech, for he had heard me often declare againtt
Matrimony 3 for this Reafon, as I was a Brick-
maker, Icould not expect any thing beyond the
Station I appear’d in, and if I fhould be {o fimple
as to marry a Girl for the Sake of her round Face,
black Eyes, or Cherry Cheeks, it would be a
Means to compel me to be always poking about
a Brick-Kiln, and thisSaliséury Journeyhad confirm’d
to me, that there was a better way to livein the
World than what I had practifed ; but Ned {oon fet
me to Rights about this Wife; it was an old Widow
about feventy, and I was then I think not nineteen;
fhe lived in 2 pretty Manner, was worth thirteen
or fourteen Hundred Pounds, as the Report run,
and was not difagreeable only the Difparity in
Years; 1 lik’d -his Motion, and concluded Ned
fhould act the Part of a Servant to me; but then,
how to be Introduc’d, was agrand Quety ; but Ned
had a Sifter that knew the old Lady’s Maid, and fhe
brought Ned and the Maid together, and the Maid
and NVed loon introduc’d me, and I was entertain’d
much beyond what I expeéted, which made me be-
gin to wonder and fear a Trick, butl hadtwo Ar-
ticles onmy Side, for if the old Woman was worth
any Thing, it was more than I deferved.

So linftantly obferved the poor old Soul could
not bite me, becaufe fhe had ne’era Tooth in her
Head, whichwmade her kifs mighty {oft. We
went onin a .very pretty Manner, my Man and 1
feem’d to promife ourfelves Succefs ; but there was
a Lawyer in Town that lik’d the old Woman’s
Money, butnot her Perfon; but when he found
fhe had a Liking to another Perfon, would fct afide
their Proceedings, and fupercede all their Acétions :
‘The Lawyer had heard of my Amours, and thought
1t not proper to let me proceed any farther, for
tear of Exccution, He came one Day when 1 was

Cz2" ' there,
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there, but was more of a Gentleman than to be-
have amlfs to me, butcame, as he {aid, to borrow
twenty Pounds of my intended Spoufe. She
was willing to oblige him in any Thing, and dad-
dled up Stairs with him, and feem’d to be long
enough there to have tried a Caufe. Oh! thinks
I, this Lawyer hath figned, fealed, and. deli-
vered, it will be therefore in vain for me to think
of cancelling the Bond, fo took my Leave, and
never faw her fince; for I told my Friend Ned,
I could fee it would not do, for thefe Lawyers
will biing their Sirafacies, and Writs of Error,
(Fc. cheaper than other Perfons. The Lawyer
fome Time after married her, butl heard it was a
very unhappy Match ;3 I took my Leave of my
Friend Ned again, and got to be a Drawer at the
Bufb-I:nin Oakz?ngzzm, in Berkfhire, where 1 be-
gan to court a Lats about fifteen, and continued
an Acquaintance with a° married Woman, and
I can cernfy it was a great Crime, by late Experi-
ence, for that Man can never make Satisfaction
for thar Injury, to the Perfon fo injur'd; and
trat Woman that will give the Property of her
Tiufband to another Man, in that Point, will rob
him in any Manner, to] fupport her and her
F .- 3nd’s greateft Fnemies, and perhaps bring a
.ouud of Baftards into the World to inherit her
Hufrand’s Eftate, 1f any. If meeting with Return
jnthis Worid will atone, 1 am well paid off for all
fuch Actiors.

For my Wife hath been gone from me better
than three Years and a Half, but 1 can’t fay fhe
hath pizyed any bad Tricks, tho’ I much fear fhe
hath not been wife enough to aé many gocd ones 3
hethatas it will, I can’t fee ought to repine at
D‘E ne a Cuckeold, tor Pompey the Great was {o, by

“ac I find, and many more brave Men that I have

read cf. 1 am thinking that if there were as many
Juft
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juft Men upon- Earth, as there are Cuckolds, we
thould be more happy than we are; but my War-
rant is come down, fo I mult give a fhorter Account
then I propofed to have done.

I lived at this Place fix Months, fold my Horfe,
and bought me a Watch : I did not work at Brick-
making that Summer. I lived afterwards at
the Three Cranes in Leicefler, King’s- Head in Co-
ventry, and the next Summer went to Brick-
making at Henfie/ld, in Suffex, and that was the lait
Place 1 worked at Brick-making, for 1 think
twenty-two X cars. | thought once 1 was as far
from working for my Bread as any Man what-
ever; but you may fee the glorious over-ruling .
Power knows what Steps are to be taken, to bring
us to ‘a Senfe of our Duty, inorder to make us
acceptablc ; for I fear the chiefeflt Part of Mankind
wants Culrivation, as well as mylelf; for to run
continuially with the Tide and a fair Wind, makes
a Man a Stranger how to turn to Windward to
gain his Port,

I went from thence to Dever in Kent, and was
Drawer at the Golden-Lyorn; 1 had a good Mafter
and Miftrefs, but was Fool enough to give Warn-
ing, would afterwards have {tayed, but my Mafter
very juftly refufed it.

1 went from thenceto the King’s- Head, the Poft-
Office in Canterbnry, and lived there about three
Months, and began to confider of fettling in the
World; by this 1 feemed to fummons all, my
Judgment, and fet my Mind on the Copk ; I ob-
ferved fhe was a compleat Servant, and 2 Woman
of good Senfe, but about twelve or fourteen Years
older than I, very perfonable, and had lived many
Y ears there as Cook 3 in about three Months we

came to join Holy Martrimony, and then took the
Mitre and Horn in Canterbury.

It
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- Ir is impofiible for me to give hera better Cha-
ralter than fhe deferved, {o juft in her Dealings,
fond of making Payments good, tender and in-
dulgent to me to Excefs, kind to her Neighbours
and Servants: About this Ttz I beoun to learn
the French Horn, and I got to oe {fo much Mafter,
that 1 was counted the beft in the Country {ome
‘Time after. 1 had not Wit enough, (according to
Cuftom) with me, to refpect my faithful Friends
fo well as I ought, bur was for another Ramble,
for I knew fhe was qualified to take Care of the
Houfe. The Horn I putup on Account of my
periorming on the Inftrument ; {fo I made Intereft,
and got into the Excife, was ordered into Hereford-
fhire, {crved the Diftillery there; in abeut {even
Months 1 was ordered to Canzerbury Colleltion’s
but at fuch a Diftance could not come Home to
{ee my Wife; and belides, had an Order from
the Board, to quit my Houfe or the Excife: 1
quitted, and came to my Wife, who was glad to
have me with her, and 1 believé was partly the
Caufe of its being reprefented to the Board, for
which I no ways blame her; 1 now began to be
more famous for the Horn, and had feveral Scho-
lars, ufed to go a Hunting trequently ; ’Squire
Rook, Sonto Sir George Rook, hada Pack of Hounds
in Caxterbury, and fent to me to inftrut him on the
Horn, but it was more for me to attend him a
-Hunting, which I conftantly did, and he proved
a very gocd Friend 5 and I went on 1n a very pretty
Mazner, freighted a Veffel yearly with Sale-Fifh
and Red-Herrings, fometimes from Margate, and
fometimes elfewhere, to the Port of Briftel, and
back with Cyder and Bottles, &F¢. was ealy when
trom Home, having fo prudent a Partner at Home :
i think I told 350 Cuftomers in the Cyder Trade,
but then fome were. but ten Shillings a Year, and

ijome fix or feven Pounds; I got Money faft
enough,
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enough, and work’d hard, but my Work was
Pleafure, and- it was nota lhttle went through my
Handsy but 1 hired a Sloop of about 60 Ton%;
about November 3 then I muft buy my Salt-Fifhi
and Red-Herrings to fend in the Veflel, or by
L.and, to meet her at the Port of Briffol; when
my Cyder came Home, I muft cooper it, and
prepare it for the Bottless : then I went to get
Orders, and cork’d all myfelf, and tied moft of it
down, and pack’d moft of it up to fend Abroad
with 2 Cart and two Hotfes, or one, as it happen’d 3 !
then of Coarfc I muft keep the Books, and . gather
in the Money ; and yet for all this Bufinefs: I
tow’d attend *Squire  Rook, fometimes three Days
0 & Week a Huniing, -but.] generally ufed to have
Natice the over Night wheve the Hunting wes
to. be ‘drawny_ therefore 1 examin’d - my Books
to Tee if I'could find apy Money ‘due, or Lakeli-
hood of Orders, for 4s I deilt for 16 or. 18
Miles round, could -always find Bufinefs and Pleafure
gingled fo well together,  that no Jvian might have been
friore happy, well refpefted Abroad and .at Home, and
had a good indiiftrious Wife,” that managed in aneafy,
delightful Manner ; I chanced to be longer one Year on
my Voyage than common, .and had the Sloap for that
Voyage cheaper than could be afforded by about 20/ and
to make the Mafter Amends, propofed as we came Home fo
touch at Guernfey, which we did, and tookin-200 Gallong
of Brandy,and halfa Hotglhead‘of Riim,&c. the Captain was
to. have half the Profit from this, - and I found the Money,
for I could not ¢ompel him to go out of his Way, nor
énter into any T'rade of that Kind. We ecame to an. Anchor
off Spethead, . and propofed to run this Brandy and Rum
athore, and then touch at Boulggne in France for more ; but
our Defign was foon difcovered,-and the Sloop brought
into Portfmouth Hatbour, and haled yp to the Cuftom-Houfe
-"'I had never then been concerned in-any ‘Thing of that
Kind, fo was terribly frighten’d,and the Captain as much as -
I, and abf{tonded ; however I faced it, and they took the
Brandy and Rum and 5§ Pieces of Silk. 1 had taken fome
Pieces. of Sk from a Gentleman of Canterbury on this
o | | Condition,.

:'II.
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Condition, that what I could rot difpofe of fhould be re«
turned as Cafh; thefe 15 were left, and I not being ufed
then to Frauds, and having an Affidavit annext to a little
Parcel taken by the Mayor of Canterbury, thought that
enough ; but it not being mentioned in the Difpatch, it
was carried Afhore, and 1coo Whet-ftone Rubbers; |
got the Silk and Rubbers, but loft the Rum and Brandy : 1
was at Portfmouth about 20 Days, and got acquainted with
a Perfon, whofe Acquaintance, by Appearance, {eems to
have pointed out all my Misfortunes. We fet fail with
that Perfon and his Wife, as he called her, with the Cyder
and Bottles, for they could not touch them, and we touched
Bouloggne, and took in feventy half Anchors of Brandy and
Rum into Dgver, and as foon as the Weather would per-
mit, came down to /¥ biffable, and they were all run Afhore,
and brought into my Care, the chiefeft Part into my
Warehoufe, and the Cyder according to Cuftlom; in a
little Time I had a Seizure made of 18 half Anchors, and
was fined 30/ I was confufed at this: With paying the
Expences of fuch an unlucky Voyage, as Cyder, Bottles,
Rum, and Freight, I was out of Cafh; but a good Neigh-
bour, ¥illiam Chambers of Ganterbury (Uncle to the Boy I
defire fhould have the Beneht of this my Life) gave
a2 Note for the Payment, which Note I'difcharged well ;
when the Man to whom I lay all my Misfortunes, told
me Tobacco Stalks was a2 fine Article, but fo bulky it
could not be run like Brandy and Tea; when he had laid
the Thing down, thatan Article could be brought from
t Poundsto 45, Ibegan to prick up my Ears, and look
round for a good Situation, whereto build a Country Seat;
Oh ! Ob! faid 1, my Boy, I'll bring them to Market; and fo
I did; in Defiance of the general Surveyors, Infpectors,
Excifemen, & which is too well known for my Satif-
fa&ion. 1 had not been brought to a Senfe of the Crime
I committed, not fo much for defrauding the Government
and fair Trader, and yet that muft be allowed to be 2
Crime, but fomebody muft be perjured to bring thefe
Goods to Market; and pray let any confiderate Perfon
think how terrible the Confequence muit be, when they
bring the glorious fupreme Being of all the World to wit-
nefs 2 Lve; Fools will think as I did, why, itis but a
Cuftom-houfe Qath, pray beware of that Oath as well as
a1l others; if not, when the Books are caft up yowll find
a {24 Account againft you. | + We
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We went on in this Manner, deluded the Country
Officers, and puzzled the Londin Grand Ofhice, but it
‘broke out at laft, as moftly fuch Things do; fo I was
forced to fly from Home, and lived two or three Years
without doing any Bufinefs, my Wife died, and I faw
my Ablence and Mifconduét haften’d her Death. 1 con-
traCted a Friendfhip after this with a young Woman, and
lived with her abont three Years, tho’ we were not mar-
ried, The proved more of a Wife than this I am married
to; we went into Somevfet/hire amd lived at Jicheffer, where
1 made Engli/b Wines 3 when my dear Wife was buried
I went from Home again, for ! knew there was an In-
formation againit me, and I hired a Sloop at Parkgate,
near J2 o/} Cheffer, and tho’ the honourable Commiifioners
of the Cuftoms had fent circular Letters to prevent the
thipping of Tobacco-Stalks all over England, 1 played
the old Game on thém, and robb’d them, by going to
Carmarthen in Wales. 1 clear’d by thdt about 1502
had a dea} of T rouble in it, for we were ftopp’d at #s0d-
bridge in Suffalk, tho’ 1hada proper Difp.tch, and went
to the Cuftom-houfe myfelf to deliver it, and got an Or-
der to put the Goods Afhore. Why, Sir, faith the Col-
lector, we have a.Letter from the Commiflioners, that
there is a great Fraud carried on by Tubacco-Staiks, fo
muft flop the Ship. I had an Information againft me at
the fame Time, and was glad to get off ; the Officers aéted
an artful Part to get to Windward of me, but in vain.
1 had no Money when we came to /7g0dbridec, nor none
had any on Board; it is not common to bring much Mo-
ney from France, but we was too bare this Time; I
borrawed enough to carry me to London, and ordered that
the Men fhould have what they pleafed to eat and drink,
and I would pay it; the Man thas kept the Alehoufe was
well fatisfied when I left him, and juftly confidered if K
was able to maintaina Sloopof 70 Tons, I muil be able
to pay him.

Well, as foon as 1 was gone the Nfficers perfuaded the
Publican not to truft my Men for Fear he thould never
be paid, but the true Meaning was, they wanted to ftarve
them into a Confeflion 3 in a few Days =fter, it was found
out § Was Munn of Canterbury ; well, then they was cer-
tain there muft be a Fraud, but no coming at it but by
the Men, and ng Way L;o do. this Piece’of Conguration
S | o
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f5 well 2s by farving the Men and ridiculing me 3 and
this was done with a Vengeance ; down came the Officers
thundering, and prevailed on the Man at the Ale-houfe
To give no farther Credit ; fo my poor honeft Creatures
were forced to pick their Living oft the Hedges, and be
contented with Anples and Scadds, for it was in September:
while I was at Work in London, and knew nothing of
this Matter ; they could not gain their Point for all this,
the Czptain and all the reft were content to live m any
Manner rather than hurt me; they were all true Men,
By and by down comes another Broadfide of Lies from
the Officers, that 1 fhould never come to pay the Captain,
and they fhould foon have an Order to burn Ship and Car-
go, znd the Men would foon be fent to Prifon, except
they told all, and I was to be ftrangely punifhed, if X
could be found. Well, all this would not do, they had
their Lefion trom me, -and ffuck clofe toit; then there
was a Meeting of Officers, and they fent for the Captain,
and feemed to pity bhim, and would do what they could to
{ave Fis Veflel, &¢. they made him drunk, and all would
not do, fo the true Hearts lived in this Manner 14 or 1§
Days, before I could get any Money from Canterbury, and
fent it to them ; when they heard from me the Tables
we.e turned, and a little after I had an Order for the
Goods and Veflel, T don’t doubt but they had a Capeus
ready for me at JZ%cdbridge, and expected me, but I bobb’d
ti:em in that, and fent for my Men to meet me at Jp/-
svich, where I paid the Capiain, and gave him 7 Guineas
more than the Contraét, the M2n a Guinea each, and
the Boy Half a Guinea, treat:d them handf{cmely, and I
heve never feen them fince, 1 was much to blamme, 1 did
not {i'ck to thole true Blues, but my Boy Thonas was al-
moft ready to come inio the World, and 1 left Bufinefs to
frend tire Money [ had got by this Voyage. - About this
Time T had Qccalion o go w Canterbury, my Ware-
hov' waich I save 1c0/. for I had mortgaged, and
afierwards fcld it tor 130/ there was the Intereft due for
2 cr 3 Years, and I having Money, was willing to go
and feitle that «nd other Bulinefs, I took Horfe at Ken-
Gestan, and wen: over fulhain-Bridze, and came out near
ANew-Crefs Turnpie; when [ came to the Turnpike, the
Man {aid, ¢ Don’t xo over Black- Heath To-night, for the
Cexirinry Coaches are both robb'd.”  Juft as he fpoke, 2

Man
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Man came up and, faid ke was going to Velling. I faid,
s Well, fuick clofe to me my Boy, and we’ll venture ; > and
by the Defcnptlon faw the Highwayman a little out of the
Road I was well mounted, and got down to Chatham
that Night, and carried the News down the Road, and
People not knowing how I came by my Mououzy, and giv-
ing (o juft an Account of the Robbery, a Canterbury Gen-
tleman faid, he thought he had feen the Man at Canter-
bury feveral 'T'imes, and my not appearing in Fublirk for
Fear of this Information, made it be currently reported
I robb’d the Coaches ; I folemnly declare, I was never
concerned in any Robbery whatfoever, as I hope to ap-

in Peace before the glorious Majefty of God, except

thlS (robbing the Yarmouth Mail) for which I 1hall {oon
fuffer.

After'] had fettled my Affairs at Canterbury, 1 went to
| llchefler with my Wife, and dealt in made Wincs, but
- not fo largely as I did at Canterbury 5 but finding it would
' not do, I left her, and hired a Brig at Bridgwater ir. Sae
merfelfbire, intending to follow the old Trade of a To-
- bacco-Stalk Merchant ; but when I came to France the
- Stalks were nine Pounds a Ton, and I being fhort of
Cath, had not Money enough to buv a fuf'imeut Quantity,
to make it an{wer, fo informed the Maiter of the Veflel
he muft take in fome other Goods for Freight, and I
bought Tea with what Money I had, which we landed
at Yermouth, and got fafec from the Officers. Adfter this
I rambled about Yarmouth, Ipfivich, and Colchefter for half
a Year, dealing in Tea, Brandv, Eﬂ’c {fometimes playing
at Cards, when I could take ¢ “suntrymen in for four
or five Pounds of a Night. At + Country Fair 1 met
a youpg Fellow and his Sweetheart, which I got from
him. She being a pretty plump red Face Girl, with black
Eyes, and very agreeable, I kept her about three Weeks,
- and then we parted. My Money being almoit gone, I
was determined to try my old Brick-making Bufinefs a-
gain, and accordingly travelled to Chelmsford, from thence |
0 Brentwood in Effex, at and near which Place I work’d
all laft Summer, and went on pretty fober ; but, as be-
fore, I delighted in playing at Cards, and fhewing Tricks
upon them, to get the young Fellows to play a Game,
which I commonly made.them pay for. 1 then work’d
at a2 (entleman’s Houle between Bremiwoed and Rum-

D 2 ford,
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fird, got acquainted with FHall about a Month, and he
work’d as a Labourer to me; but Money did not come
fo faft as I wanted, therefore told Hall I could find a
Way to make us both rich very foon, wiiich was to rob the
Yarmouth Nail, and take out the Bank Notes, Bills, &c.
Accordirnely we agreed to attack the Man that car:ied the
Mail, which we did the n-xt Morning, being the 7oth
of Fuly, 1749. about one o’Cluck, near the fifteen Vlile-
Stone between Brenrwood and Rumford, As we were go-
ing to tie his Arms together he (being a very 'ftout Fel-
low) rufh’d from us and run away, but Hal/ pusfued
him, ard when 1 came up he had got Ha// down under
him ; then we both tell unon him with ¢reat Sticks, in
the Shupe of Piftols, dragg’d him into a Field, beat him
moft unmercnrullv, and left him, as we thought, dead
(however ke liv’a {fome T ime after, and died of the Small-
Pox at Irgatefisne ) 1 then took the Letters and travelled
‘to Poplar, wene to the Angel and Crown, there got a
Room to mylelf, open’d the Bags, and began to open the
Letters, but dropt faft a-fleep, and the People feeing the
Letters through the Windows, came in, and took me im-
mediately befere Juftice Quarrill, who, on the Oaths of
Fobn Ifmay and | fofeph I¥right, and alfo on my own Con-
feflion, committed me to Newgasz. The next Day, I
hear’d that fobn Hall, who was concern’d with me in
robbing the Mail, was taken at the Cock at Eaftham, and
committed to Cbe!mgfrrd Je1l.  Newgate was a Place I
did not much like, and often threatned to fend the Keeper
Warning ; however, 1 was obliged to ftay ’ull the Affizes
at. Chelmsford, to which Piace I was conveyed in a Poft-
Chaife, and was accordingly condemned with ‘Febn Hall,
I have been taxed with divers Robberies, and, in particu-
lar, with robbing the Chefler Mail 5 but, as I faid before,
I never was concerned in any but this 3 and as my Exe-
cution is within a few Hﬂura, I muft leave of and advife
every Perfon to live, if poflible, by a fair Way of Trade,
for nat one in ten proves fuccefsful by fmuggling, Having
now finifhed my Lafe, I have delivered it to Mr, Venden
-Tumkey of the lail, and defire he will have it printed.
Fehn Hall, alias Rich, commonly call’d the Proud
Sganiard, zged 24, was born at Lemmifh, ncar Glare 1n
Suffilt, of pocr, but honeft Parents, who ‘gave him no
+.¢ucation, for-he could not read, and wasa poor Wretch

ke
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he began foon to fleal Things of fmall Value, as once a1
Leg of Pork, alfo Fowls, &Jc. but never concerned in any
Robbery but this, and was over-perfwaded by Aunn to
attempt it, he went to Londom with one of the Bank
Notes taken out of the Mail, bought fome Plate, and got

it changed, and was the next Day taken at the Cocf at
Eaft- Ham. ' - J

The Morning of their Execution, Munn’s and Hall
were taken feparately out of their confined Room, and
had their Fetters knocked off, after which they had " each
of them Iron Hand-cuffs put on, and the Minifter came
to pray by them ; about Eleven o’Clock they walk’d to
Church, as is ufual, and from thence to the Place of Ex-
ecution, where Munn’s informed Mr. Venden, the Turne
key, he was prepar’d to die, and had nothing to fay to the
Spetators but what he had before wrote: He dcflired the
Prayer-book to read to Fobn Hall, as he could not read
himfelf ; they both owned the Fa&, and Juftice of their
Sentence, and call’ld on God te bave Mercy on them?
Then Munn’s defired Mr., Vendern to take care his Life

fhould be pubiithed, as before-menrtioned. They were
Ahen turn’d eff, and after hanging he ufual Timc, were

brought back to the fail, where their Irons were fixed
on, and the next-Morning early carried to the Common
where the Gibbet was fixed, near Remford Gallows, and

there hung in Chains, purfuant to their Sentencs.
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