GRACE NICHOLS

Tropical Death

The fat black woman want

a brilliant tropical death

not a cold sojourn

in some North Europe far/forlorn

The fat black woman want
some heat / hibiscus at her feet
blue sea dress

to wrap her neat

The fat black woman want
some bawl

no quiet jerk tear wiping

a polite hearse withdrawal

The fat black woman want
all her dead rights

first night

third night

nine night

all the sleepless droning
red-eyed wake nights

In the heart

. of her mother’s sweetbreast
In the shade

of the sun leaf’s cool bless
In the bloom

of her people’s bloodrest

the fat black woman want
a brilliant tropical death yes
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