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 Donna PeUUeaXlW  WhaW MakeV AXWobiogUaph\
 InWeUUogaWiYe?

 In Whe piloW eVVa\ of AXWobiogUaph\: EVVa\V TheoUeWical and CUiWical,
 JameV Olne\ UemaUkV WhaW "iW iV all Woo W\picalᒫindeed iW VeemV ineYi
 WableᒫWhaW Whe VXbjecW of aXWobiogUaph\ pUodXceV moUe TXeVWionV Whan
 anVZeUV, moUe doXbWV b\ faU (eYen of iWV e[iVWence) Whan ceUWainWieV."1
 A phenomenon UelaWed Wo WhiV Wendenc\ of aXWobiogUaph\ Wo UaiVe TXeV
 WionV iV WhaW WheoUiVWV, in WheiU WXUn, XVe Whe langXage of TXeVWionV Wo
 diVcXVV Whe genUe. IV WhiV e[change of TXeVWionV beWZeen WheoUiVWV and
 We[WV coincidenWal, oU iV WheUe VomeWhing inheUenWl\ inWeUUogaWiYe aboXW
 aXWobiogUaph\? AXWobiogUapheUV, foU WheiU paUW, ofWen Vhape WheiU naU
 UaWiYeV b\ meanV of an inWeUnal dialogXe VWXdded ZiWh anVZeUable and
 XnanVZeUable TXeVWionV. CeUWain among Whem, like RichaUd WUighW,
 dUaZ aWWenWion Wo WheiU inWeUUogaWiYe VpiUiW b\ emphaVi]ing hoZ, aV
 \oXWhV, Whe\ UelenWleVVl\ TXeVWioned WhoVe aboXW Whem. OWheU moUe
 WheoUeWical aXWobiogUapheUV, like AXgXVWine and MonWaigne, diUecWl\
 diVcXVV WheiU inYolYemenW ZiWh TXeVWionV in Whe ZUiWing befoUe Whem.
 GiYen Whe pleWhoUa of inWeUUogaWiYe acWiYiW\ in and aboXW aXWobiogUa
 phieV, iW VeemV ZoUWhZhile Wo e[ploUe Whe connecWion beWZeen WhiV
 XnZield\ lingXiVWic phenomenon and Whe geneViV, aUW, and XndeUVWand
 ing of aXWobiogUaph\. ThiV phenomenological VoUW of e[ploUaWion
 UeYealV WhaW aXWobiogUaph\ pUodXceV Vo man\ TXeVWionV ZiWhin and
 ZiWhoXW We[WV becaXVe TXeVWionV aUe XlWimaWel\ ZhaW Whe We[WV e[pUeVV.
 Specificall\, I pUopoVe WhaW Whe impliciWl\ inWeUUogaWiYe naWXUe of aXWo
 biogUaph\ deUiYeV fUom Whe TXeVWioning Velf-conVcioXVneVV impelling
 Whe We[W and iV e[pliciWl\ eYidenced in TXeVWionV Zhich each We[W can
 aUWicXlaWe if noW anVZeU.

 ConVideU foU a momenW Vome lingXiVWic pUopeUWieV of TXeVWionV.
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 TheiU chief pecXliaUiW\ iV WhaW Whe\ aUe ZiWhoXW WUXWh YalXeᒫneiWheU
 WUXe noU falVeᒫbecaXVe Whe\ do noW deVcUibe a VWaWe of affaiUV.2 InVWead,
 Whe\ e[pUeVV WhoXghW VXVpended, an abVence of jXdgmenW, and a Zill Wo
 knoZ moUe. WhaW moWiYaWeV TXeVWionV iV noW meUe inVXfficienc\ of
 knoZledge bXW Whe deViUe Wo mend Whe inVXfficienc\ WhUoXgh Whe aid of
 Vome XVXall\ deVignaWed UeVpondenW. NoW eYeU\ UeVponVe Wo a TXeVWion
 anVZeUV iW, WhoXgh, oU UelieYeV Whe fUXVWUaWion of inVXfficienW infoUma
 Wion goading Whe TXeVWioneU. The UeVponVe "I don'W knoZ," Zhich an\
 giYen TXeVWion ma\ engendeU, UaWheU WXUnV Whe TXeVWioneU Wo anoWheU
 UeVpondenW, oU VpXUV him Wo Wake a diffeUenW inWeUUogaWiYe Wack, UephUaV
 ing Whe TXeVWion oU UeTXeVWing WhaW anoWheU Yoid be filled. In WhiV Za\,
 TXeVWionV ofWen geneUaWe oWheU TXeVWionV, eVpeciall\ Zhen Whe deViUe Wo
 knoZ iV VinceUe, acXWe and fUXVWUaWed. If TXeVWionV do poVVeVV a YaUieW\
 of WUXWh YalXe, iW lieV in WheiU impliciW aVVeUWion of WhiV Zill Wo knoZ.
 The\ aUe, aV lingXiVW HenU\ H±] Va\V, Velf-YeUif\ing XWWeUanceV3: Whe\
 alZa\V inViVW (UighWl\ oU ZUongl\) on Whe WUXWh of Vomeone'V deViUe Wo
 knoZ. ConVeTXenWl\, Whe idenWiW\ of Whe VpeakeU iV alZa\V foUcibl\
 implicaWed in hiV TXeVWionV. FoU e[ample, a TXeVWion like "WhaW do I
 knoZ?" onl\ e[pUeVVeV Whe WUXWh of iWV paUWicXlaU VpeakeU'V Zill Wo
 knoZ, a facW Zhich ine[WUicabl\ linkV iW Wo Whe idenWiW\ fUom Zhom iW
 deUiYeV iWV foUce. So a TXeVWion iV VpeakeU-UefeUenWial eYen Zhile iW
 addUeVVeV an e[WeUnal VWaWe of affaiUV and VoliciWV anoWheU VXbjecW'V
 UeVponVe.

 ThoXgh noW e[haXVWiYe, WhiV delineaWion of eVVenWial pUopeUWieV of
 TXeVWionV idenWifieV VeYeUal pecXliaU WUaiWV Zhich cUiWicV ofWen aWWUibXWe
 Wo aXWobiogUaph\. In paUWicXlaU, aXWobiogUaph\ appeaUV Wo VhaUe ZiWh
 TXeVWionV a diVWincWiYe bUand of WUXWh, open-endedneVV, Velf-UefeUenWial
 iW\, Whe VpeakeU/ZUiWeU'V dUiYe foU coheUence, and an affiUmaWion of hiV
 Zill Wo knoZ moUe. The folloZing e[aminaWion of aXWobiogUaph\'V
 inWeUUogaWiYe UooWV UeYealV Zh\ iWV diVWincWiYe feaWXUeV miUUoU WhoVe of
 TXeVWionV. BUief conVideUaWionV of AXgXVWine'V ConfeVVionV and Mon
 Waigne'V EVVa\V Zill illXminaWe hoZ TXeVWionV impliciWl\ and e[pliciWl\
 infoUm Whe aXWobiogUaphical acW. AfWeU pUoYiding a baViV foU conceiYing
 of aXWobiogUaph\ aV a TXeVWioning UeVponVe Wo Velfhood, WhiV eVVa\
 moYeV Wo an applicaWion of Whe concepWion in an inWeUpUeWaWion of
 RichaUd WUighW'V Black Bo\. A Uich e[ample of aXWobiogUaph\ aV TXeV
 Wion, Black Bo\ WeemV ZiWh TXeVWionV Zhich illXminaWe Whe naUUaWiYe'V
 geneViV and pUincipal WhemeV, aV Zell aV Whe naUUaWoU'V paUWicXlaU phi
 loVoph\ of life. In WhiV Za\, iW W\pifieV hoZ aXWobiogUaph\ ma\ UepUe
 VenW a meaningfXl UeVponVe Wo TXeVWionV Zhich iW cannoW, and XVXall\
 claimV noW, Wo anVZeU.
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 ThiV diVcoYeU\ of a pV\cho-lingXiVWic idenWiW\ beWZeen TXeVWionV
 and aXWobiogUaph\ lendV VXppoUW Wo pUeYioXV aUWicXlaWionV of ZhaW
 aXWobiogUaph\ iV and ZhaW iWV UooWV aUe. CUiWicV' fUeTXenW UecoXUVe Wo
 Whe langXage of TXeVWionV can be jXVWified b\ pUopoVing WhaW Whe eVVen
 Wial inWeUUogaWiYiW\ of Whe genUe compelV iW. "LangXage of TXeVWionV"
 inclXdeV all WeUmV WhaW diUecWl\ oU indiUecWl\ VXggeVW Whe inWeUUogaWiYe
 acW: TXeVWion, TXeVW, dialogXe, UeVponVe and anVZeU. ConVideU WheiU XVe
 in Whe deVcUipWionV of aXWobiogUaph\ beloZ:

 1. (SXVanne Egan) "[AXWobiogUaph\] UepUeVenWV Whe acWiYiW\ of Whe TXeVW
 and, if iW iV VXcceVVfXl, iW becomeV Whe anVZeU WhaW ZaV VoXghW.4

 2. (GeoUgeV GXVdoUf, on ChUiVWianiW\ and aXWobiogUaph\) "ChUiVWian
 deVWin\ XnfoldV aV a dialogXe of Whe VoXl ZiWh God in Zhich, UighW Xp Wo
 Whe end, eYeU\ acWion, eYeU\ iniWiaWiYe of WhoXghW oU of condXcW, can call
 eYeU\Whing back inWo TXeVWion.5

 3. (GeoUgeV GXVdoUf) "TheUe iV neYeU an end Wo WhiV dialogXe of a life
 ZiWh iWVelf in VeaUch of iWV oZn abVolXWe WUXWh."6

 4. (William Spengemann) "AXgXVWine ZanWed hiV ConfeVVionV Wo anVZeU,
 once and foU all, Whe TXeVWionV WhaW mXVW confUonW an\one Zho VeekV Wo
 knoZ Whe abVolXWe WUXWh aboXW himVelf and Wo poUWUa\ hiV life aV an e[am
 ple of WhaW WUXWh. BXW he did noW anVZeU Whe TXeVWionV: he paVVed Whem on
 Wo all WhoVe laWeU aXWobiogUapheUV."7

 ChaUacWeUi]ing aXWobiogUaph\ aV a TXeVW, oU a VeaUch, XniWeV iW lin
 gXiVWicall\ Wo Whe acW of inTXiU\, aV boWh TXeVW and TXeVWion deUiYe fUom
 Whe LaWin ZoUd TXaUeUe meaning Wo Veek, Wo aVk, Wo inTXiUe. In a UelaWed
 Yein, Whe ZoUd "dialogXe" inWUodXceV inWo deVcUipWionV of aXWobiogUa
 ph\ an acW of com-mXnicaWion, XVXall\ beWZeen WZo peUVonV oU WZo
 VelYeV, Zhich iV W\picall\ Vhaped and VXVWained b\ TXeVWion-UeVponVe
 paWWeUnV. Spengemann'V and Egan'V XVe of Whe ZoUd "anVZeU" in con
 jXncWion ZiWh "TXeVW" and "TXeVWionV" likeZiVe VignalV Whe acW of dia
 logXe, WhoXgh a dialogXe WhaW bUookV compleWion in conWUaVW Wo GXV
 doUf V image of endleVV dialogXe. ThiV debaWe oYeU aXWobiogUaph\'V
 (in)conclXViYeneVV comeV inWo gUeaWeU focXV Zhen Ze conVideU iWV inWeU
 UogaWiYiW\ aV manifeVWed in indiYidXal We[WV: ZhaW aUe Whe TXeVWionV a
 We[W poVeV, aUe Whe\ anVZeUed, aUe Whe\ anVZeUable, doeV Whe We[W finall\
 UeVW TXeVWion-like? Spengemann aWWempWV Wo giYe Whe genUe Vome con
 clXViYeneVV in fUaming Whe foXU TXeVWionV Zhich pUimaUil\ eliciW aXWobi
 ogUaphical UeVponVeV.8 And he iV noW alone. In gUeaW nXmbeUV, WheoUiVWV
 haYe been conVcioXVl\ oU XnconVcioXVl\ defining aXWobiogUaph\ ZiWh
 WheiU TXeVWionV and iWV TXeVWionVᒫa UaWheU paUado[ical enWeUpUiVe con
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 VideUing WhaW TXeVWionV open Xp UaWheU Whan limiW UeflecWionV on a giYen
 VXbjecW. GiYen Whe Velf-UefeUenWialiW\ of TXeVWionV eaUlieU diVcXVVed, iW
 VeemV cXUioXV \eW VomehoZ naWXUal WhaW WheoUiVWV aWWempW Wo (Ue)deflne
 aXWobiogUapheUV' TXeVWionV foU Whem. FoU ZhaW Whe\ VimXlWaneoXVl\
 obWain aUe TXeVWionV Whe\ need aVk WhemVelYeV. And one VXch eVVenWial
 TXeVWion WhaW Ze need aVk of Whe genUe and oXUVelYeV iV, "WhaW makeV
 aXWobiogUaph\ inWeUUogaWiYe?"

 AW Whe oXWVeW, iW VeemV Vafe Wo aVVXme WhaW ZhaW makeV aXWobiogUa
 ph\ poVVible iV Whe hXman pUopenViW\ Wo e[pUeVV Velf-conVcioXVneVV in
 langXage. In iWV pUe-aUWicXlaWed foUm, Velf-conVcioXVneVV, Zhich iV akin
 Wo a phenomenological WXUning back of Whe Velf Xpon iWVelf, leadV naWX
 Uall\ Wo iWV lingXiVWic e[pUeVVion aV a TXeVWion. GXVdoUf, among oWheUV,
 depicWV Whe Velf in WhiV "pXUe" VWaWe of Velf-conVcioXVneVV aV being
 "ZondeUVWUXck" and filled ZiWh "diVTXieW" UegaUding Whe m\VWeU\ of
 iWV peUVonaliW\.9 The ZondeU of Whe Velf YiV-¢-YiV iWVelf effecWV Velf-diYi

 Vion Zhich can be lingXiVWicall\ e[pUeVVed beVW b\ meanV of a TXeVWion
 Zhich Whe Velf pUodXceV and Wo Zhich iW UeVpondV. In addiWion, giYing
 foUm Wo ZondeU in a TXeVWion gXideV Whe aWWenWion of Whe VelYeV in dia
 logXe Wo a paUWicXlaU VWaWe of affaiUV, ZiWhin oU ZiWhoXW Whe mind, and
 conVeTXenWl\ pUoYideV aW leaVW a poWenWial diUecWion foU inTXiU\. InWeU
 UogaWiYeV WhXV inYeVW cXUioViW\ of Whe Velf, endemic Wo aXWobiogUaph\,
 ZiWh a pUeVXmed end oU WeloV, moUe oU leVV XnknoZn. DaYid FiVcheU
 haV WhiV WeloV in mind Zhen he VWaWeV, "[QXeVWionV] aUe Whe engineV of
 Whe inWellecW, Whe ceUebUal machineV Zhich conYeUW eneUg\ Wo moWion,
 and cXUioViW\ Wo conWUolled inTXiU\. TheUe can be no Whinking ZiWhoXW
 TXeVWioningᒫno pXUpoVefXl VWXd\ of Whe paVW, noU an\ VeUioXV plan
 ning foU Whe fXWXUe."10 FXelling and diUecWing Whe aXWobiogUapheU'V
 VWXd\ of hiV paVW fUom Whe pXUYieZ of pUeVenW Velf-conVcioXVneVV, TXeV
 WionV begin b\ infoUming Whe naUUaWiYe and end b\ chaUacWeUi]ing iW, aV
 Ze Vhall Vee. An aXWobiogUaph\ WhXV WeVWifieV Wo iWV aXWhoU'V Velf-con
 VcioXV aZaUeneVV of hiV abiliW\ Wo conYeUW ZondeU Wo inTXiU\, inTXiU\
 WhaW chaUacWeUi]eV oU depicWV hiV pecXliaU bUand of ZondeU.

 To complicaWe maWWeUV, TXeVWionV XndeUl\ing aXWobiogUaphieV aUe
 Whe poWenWial meanV of achieYing XniW\ beWZeen Whe VelYeVᒫaXWhoU,
 naUUaWoU and/oU chaUacWeUᒫZhile emphaVi]ing WheiU diYiVion. Some
 WheoUiVWV UeTXiUe Whe achieYemenW of XniW\ oU coheUence, ZiVhing Wo
 efface Whe Velf-diYiVion WhaW TXeVWionV emblemaWi]e. AVking foU coheU
 ence in aXWobiogUaph\ iV WanWamoXnW Wo aVking foU a ceVVaWion of dia
 logXe, an end Wo TXeVWioning, and a diVconWinXaWion of Whe YeU\ Velf
 conVcioXVneVV engendeUing Whe We[W. YeW WheVe WheoUiVWV haYe WheiU
 UeaVonV. InVofaU aV aXWobiogUaph\, aV Egan Va\V, anVZeUV Whe aXWobio
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 gUapheU'V TXeVWionV aboXW himVelf, hiV life and hiV UepUeVenWaWion of Whe
 WZo, iW doeV VWUiYe foU XniW\. BXW VhoXld Ze e[pecW aXWobiogUaph\ Wo
 pXW Wo UeVW iWV moWiYaWing TXeVWionV oU peUmiW WhoVe TXeVWionV Wo UepUe
 VenW XnachieYed coheUence aV Whe UaiVon d'¬WUe of Whe genUe? WiWh W\pi
 cal inVighW, GXVdoUf findV logical coheUence "Whe oUiginal Vin of aXWobi
 ogUaph\,"11 impl\ing WhaW Whe affiUmaWiYe langXage in Whe We[WV cUeaWeV
 an illXVion of coheUence WhaW beWUa\V Whe TXeVWionV bXbbling indefaWi
 gabl\ in Whe aXWhoU'V Velf-conVcioXVneVV. WheUe one VWandV on Whe
 debaWe of coheUence dependV on ZheWheU one can ignoUe Whe infilWUaWion
 of aXWobiogUaph\'V inWeUUogaWiYe UooWV inWo Whe naUUaWiYe and YieZ each
 We[W aV Whe anVZeU Wo Whe aXWhoU'V TXeVWionV of Velfhood. GeneUall\,
 aXWobiogUaphieV WhemVelYeV pUeYenW WhiV. QXeVWionV infoUming an aXWo
 biogUaph\ VXUface all Woo ofWen in Whe naUUaWoU'V dialogXe ZiWh himVelf:
 Whe\ conVWiWXWe a UeVponVe, and noW Whe anVZeU, Wo Whe moYing Velf-con
 VcioXVneVV liYing be\ond Whe We[W.

 Hence WhiV deVcUipWion of aXWobiogUaph\: iW iV a TXeVWioning
 UeVponVe Wo changeabiliW\ of Velfhood WhaW bUookV paWWeUning bXW noW
 conclXVion. The paWWeUning allXded Wo iV ofWen e[pliciWl\ demonVWUaWed
 b\ TXeVWionV ZiWhin Whe naUUaWiYe. The TXeVWionV VpoWlighW Whe cUeaWion
 of a paWWeUned Velf-conVcioXVneVV, and fUeTXenWl\ indicaWe WhaW WheUe aUe
 VnagV, aV iW ZeUe, in Whe paWWeUn. AlWeUnaWiYel\, Whe\ indicaWe WhaW Whe
 VnagV aUe eVVenWial Wo Whe paWWeUn, XndeUVcoUing Whe naUUaWoU'V Uecogni
 Wion WhaW, deVpiWe Whe oUdeUing impoVed, all iV noW VTXaUe in himVelf, in
 hiV life, oU in hiV ZUiWing. We ZoXld do Zell Wo call Whe peUpeWUaWoU of
 WheVe VnagV "change." Change oU Whe peUcepWion of change VeemV UeT
 XiViWe Wo Whe aXWobiogUaphical acW. Jean SWaUobinkVki goeV Vo faU aV Wo
 Va\, "[One] ZoXld haUdl\ haYe VXfficienW moWiYe Wo ZUiWe an aXWobiog
 Uaph\ had noW Vome Uadical change occXUUed in hiV lifeᒫconYeUVion,
 enWU\ inWo a neZ life, Whe opeUaWion of GUace."12 ThXV, aXWobiogUa
 pheUV' TXeVWionV made e[pliciW in WheiU naUUaWiYeV Vignal WhaW paWWeUnV
 of Velf-oUdeUing haYe been inWeUUXpWed b\ eYidence of change Whe Velf
 haV XndeUgone oU iV XndeUgoing eYen aW Whe Wime of ZUiWing.
 BXW if SWaUobinVki iV UighW aboXW a once-and-foU-all conYeUVion being

 Whe Vine TXa non foU Whe acW of aXWobiogUaph\, ZhaW iV one Wo do ZiWh an
 aXWobiogUapheU like MonWaigne, ZhoVe peacefXl e[iVWence ZiWneVVeV no
 gUeaWeU change in himVelf Whan WhaW Zhich WUanVpiUeV fUom momenW Wo
 momenW ZiWh Whe Uh\Whm of Whe pen? FoU WhaW maWWeU, ZhaW ZoXld
 SWaUobinVki haYe XV do ZiWh Whe Vecond paUW of AXgXVWine'V ConfeV
 VionV, Zhen, Whe conYeUVion behind him, AXgXVWine confUonWV Whe inVX
 peUable changeabiliW\ of hiV pUeVenW conVcioXVneVV? The peUcepWion of
 change, gUeaW oU Vmall, appeaUV Wo geneUaWe TXeVWionV conceUning Whe
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 VelfV WUanVfoUmaWion(V); Whe aWWiWXde of Whe naUUaWoU WoZaUdV WhiV
 change deWeUmineV ZheWheU he Zill TXell oU nXUWXUe Whe TXeVWionV WhaW,
 open-ended, e[pUeVV Whe m\VWeU\ of change. A conVideUaWion of Whe
 TXeVWionV WhaW VXUface in Whe naUUaWiYeV of AXgXVWine and MonWaigne,
 and Whe diffeUence beWZeen WheiU UeVponVeV Wo WheVe TXeVWionV, Zill
 claUif\ WhiV poinW.

 In Whe Vecond paUW of Whe ConfeVVionV, AXgXVWine moYeV fUom a depic
 Wion of hiV paVW Velf, confidenWl\ UendeUed fUom Whe YanWage poinW of
 conYeUVion, Wo a WoUWXoXV philoVophical inTXiU\ inWo Whe naWXUe of Wime
 and memoU\ Vhaping hiV pUeVenW e[iVWence. SXddenl\ Velf-conVcioXV of
 Whe meanV b\ Zhich he iV able Wo knoZ and diVaYoZ hiV old Velf, AXgXV
 Wine enWeUV inWo a WUialogXe ZiWh himVelf and God, UelenWleVVl\ TXeV
 Wioning Zho he iV, ZhaW he iV doing, hoZ hiV memoU\ empoZeUV him Wo
 call himVelf "himVelf." ToUWXUed b\ Whe impeneWUabiliW\ of hiV pUeVenW
 conVcioXVneVV, Zhich he ZoXld haYe aV immXWable aV God, AXgXVWine
 maUVhalV all of hiV inWeUUogaWiYe foUceV Wo peneWUaWe Whe fUonWieUV of
 Wime and memoU\. FoU a Wime, Whe TXeVWionV aboXW hiV VelfV WUanV
 foUmaWionVᒫTXeVWionV impliciWl\ dUiYing Whe ConfeVVionVᒫUeaU WheiU
 headV, onl\ Wo be foUced back inWo hiding in AXgXVWine'V VoXl. He XlWi
 maWel\ chooVeV Wo aUUeVW Whe d\namic of TXeVWionV ZiWhin Whe naUUaWiYe:
 he diVWUXVWV hiV TXeVWionV becaXVe Whe\ VXggeVW hiV kinVhip Wo hiV foU
 meU, ZandeUing Velf.13 UnZilling Wo pUolong WhiV W\pe of Velf-conVcioXV
 e[aminaWion WhaW WeVWifieV Wo Whe changeabiliW\ of hiV galloping WhoXghW,
 he ZUiWeV: "TUXWh, \oX aUe eYeU\ZheUe in VeVVion. . . . \oX giYe Whe
 anVZeU Wo eYeU\ diYeUViW\ of TXeVWion. YoX anVZeU cleaUl\ alWhoXgh
 eYeU\one doeV noW heaU cleaUl\."14 WhaW WhiV pUoclamaWion VhoZV iV
 WhaW in Whe poVW-conYeUVion bookV of Whe ConfeVVionV AXgXVWine Uelin
 gXiVheV Whe WUXWh of aXWobiogUaph\ in faYoU of a VeaUch foU Whe TUXWh of

 Wheolog\. In WheVe bookV, Whe TUXWh AXgXVWine deViUeV iV no longeU Whe
 WUXWh of himVelf, noU Whe WUXWh of hiV naUUaWiYe: he and hiV Velf-inTXiU\

 belong ZiWh Whe WUXWh of Whe inWeUUogaWiYe Zhich iV changeabiliW\, open
 endedneVV and fUXVWUaWed Zill Wo knoZ moUe.

 In diUecW conWUaVW Wo AXgXVWine'V diVWUXVW of hiV Velf V changeabiliW\
 and TXeVWionV iV MonWaigne'V happ\ accepWance of hiV WhoXghW'V
 inTXiUing Za\ZaUdneVV. ThoXgh Whe\ do noW Weem ZiWh TXeVWionV aV
 Whe ConfeVVionV do, hiV EVVa\V Vpin conWinXoXVl\ aUoXnd Whe cenWUal
 TXeVWion, "WhaW do I knoZ?"15 The TXeVWion infXVeV hiV EVVa\V ZiWh
 Whe inWeUUogaWiYe'V WimeleVV, inconclXViYe WUXWh Zhich pUeVXppoVeV no
 one anVZeU. MonWaigne'V conWUadicWoU\ UeVponVeV UeWXUn him and Whe
 UeadeU Wo Whe TXeVWion. UndaXnWed b\ hiV conWUadicWionV, celebUaWing
 Whe changeV WhaW beWoken YiWal and flXid Velf-conVcioXVneVV, MonWaigne
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 poUWUa\V "paVVing," likening himVelf Wo Whe Zind (75). Since leaUning
 oneVelf iV life'V higheVW aim foU MonWaigne, he WakeV hiV Velf aV an eYeU
 neZ VXbjecW of inYeVWigaWion, fUom VWaWemenW Wo VWaWemenW, fUom
 momenW Wo momenW, caXVing hiV inTXiU\'V pUogUeVV Wo eTXal iWV end.
 ConYeUWing Whe m\VWeU\ of change inWo an all\, When, he e[ploUeV him
 Velf b\ meanV of a cenWUal, Velf-diVcloVing, Velf-opening TXeVWion. HiV
 aXWobiogUaph\ iV WhXV VWUXcWXUed noW b\ a Vingle gUand ConYeUVion bXW
 b\ endleVV conYeUVionV, incUemenWal WXUningV and UeWXUningV aUoXnd
 Whe cenWUal TXeVWion.
 The foUegoing compaUiVon of AXgXVWine'V and MonWaigne'V aWWi

 WXdeV WoZaUdV WheiU Velf-inTXiUieV illXminaWeV WZo fXUWheU moWiYeV foU
 conceiYing of aXWobiogUaph\ aV a naUUaWiYe coUUelaWiYe Wo Whe inWeUUoga
 WiYe. TheVe moWiYeV conceUn Whe iVVXeV of inconclXViYeneVV and WUXWh

 WhaW W\picall\ plagXe WheoUiVWV allied ZiWh Whe coheUence camp of aXWo
 biogUaph\. AV Ze VaZ, AXgXVWine'V deViUe foU Whe conclXVion of TUXWh
 aboUWV bXW doeV noW inYalidaWe Whe WUXWh of hiV changeabiliW\, Zhile
 MonWaigne'V VpiUiWed immeUVion in Velf-inTXiU\ leadV him Wo Whe WUXWh
 of hiV Xnfi[able Velf. BoWh "conclXVionV" VXggeVW WhaW aXWobiogUaph\
 inheUenWl\ defieV neaW conclXVionV aboXW Whe aXWoV and bioV, and Whe acW
 of ZUiWing aboXW Whem. Open-ended, Whe\ VhaUe ZiWh Whe TXeVWionV WhaW
 geneUaWe Whem, and aUe geneUaWed ZiWhin Whem, Whe fUaming of pUob
 lemV Zhich no one VolXWion oU VWoU\ UeVolYeV. Hence Whe fUeTXenc\ of
 Vecond, WhiUd and foXUWh aXWobiogUaphieV: Whe TXeVWionV eiWheU peUViVW
 oU mXVW be phUaVed aneZ, UeVponded Wo aneZ. If aXWobiogUaph\ defieV
 a laVW ZoUd oU anVZeU iW iV becaXVe iW emeUgeV fUom TXeVWionV of Velf
 conVcioXVneVV and inheUiWV fUom Whem Whe fUXVWUaWion of Whe Zill Wo

 knoZᒫfoU Velf-conVcioXVneVV Zill alZa\V oXWUXn naUUaWiYeV WhaW iW paW
 WeUnV. InViVWing XlWimaWel\ on TXeVWionV of Velfhood, aXWobiogUaph\
 cannoW be deemed conclXViYe.

 FoU Whe Vame UeaVon, iW cannoW be Ueckoned aV neaUing iWV end aV a
 genUe. So long aV Whe Velf iV Velf-aZaUe and YenWXUing UeVponVeV Wo iWV
 TXeVWionV, WheUe Zill be aXWobiogUaph\ Wo YeUif\ Whe WUXWh of Whe inTXiU
 ing Velf. FoU WhaW VeemV Wo be aXWobiogUaph\'V bUand of WUXWh: WhaW WUXe
 Wo Whe TXeVWionV VpaZning iW, iW doeV noW conWain an immXWable WUXWh
 WhaW Whe ongoing Velf, TXeVWioning, doeV noW iWVelf poVVeVV. ThiV foUmX
 laWion of aXWobiogUaph\'V WUXWh jXVWifieV BaUUeWW Mandel'V diVVaWiVfied
 VenVe of conWUiYance in Ueading naUUaWiYeV in Zhich "an aXWhoU WhinkV

 he haV Whe WUXWh and foUgeWV WhaW he iV aW leaVW aV ZUong aV he iV UighW."16

 DeVpiWe occaVional pUeWenVion Wo Whe conWUaU\, aXWobiogUaph\ cannoW
 finall\ anVZeU TXeVWionV of Velfhood. InVWead, incoUpoUaWing all of
 Whe pUopeUWieV of Whe TXeVWionV impelling iW, each aXWobiogUaph\ onl\
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 YalidaWeV iWV aXWhoU'V Zill Wo knoZ himVelf, e[poVing ZhaW he haV
 foXnd aV Zell aV ZhaW he haV \eW Wo diVcoYeU, Wo paWWeUn, Wo foUmXlaWe,
 Wo UeYeal.

 ThiV WheoU\ of aXWobiogUaph\'V inWeUUogaWiYiW\ aYoidV Spengemann
 like WacWicV of fUaming XniYeUVal TXeVWionV goading oU XndeUl\ing all
 aXWobiogUaphical acWV. The Velf-UefeUenWialiW\ of TXeVWionV, eVVenWial Wo
 Whe WheoU\, pUohibiWV iW Vince iW fXVeV Whe aXWobiogUaphical/inWeUUogaWiYe
 Zill Wo knoZ ZiWh highl\ Velf-conVcioXV and Vo paUWicXlaU endV. In addi
 Wion, iW VeemV dXbioXV WhaW WheUe e[iVW "oXW WheUe" TXeVWionV Zhich
 aXWobiogUapheUV XniYeUVall\ adopW Wo infoUm WheiU naUUaWiYeV. RaWheU, iW
 iV moUe plaXVible WhaW Whe\ aWWempW Wo poVe and UeVpond Wo TXeVWionV
 WhaW commXnicaWe WheiU indiYidXal peUple[iWieV aboXW being aliYe aV
 Zomen oU men in WheiU Vkin, in WheiU Wime and place, ZiWh WheiU diVWinc
 WiYe poolV of YalXeV, e[peUienceV, and aVpiUaWionV. Some aXWobio
 gUapheUV' TXeVWionV being lefW impliciW, iW VeemV highl\ aUWificial Wo
 aVVign Whem afWeU Whe facW. WhaW Ze ma\ do, hoZeYeU, iV focXV on TXeV
 WionV e[pliciWl\ aW VWake in indiYidXal naUUaWiYeV: noW ZhaW aXWobiogUa
 pheUV ma\ aVk WhemVelYeV, bXW ZhaW Whe\ do each aVk WhemVelYeV. IW iV
 WheUe, in Whe indiYidXal aXWobiogUapheU'V e[pliciW TXeVWionV, WhaW Whe
 clXeV Wo hiV oU heU TXeVW ma\ be foXnd.

 No aXWobiogUaph\ WeemV moUe ZiWh TXeVWionVᒫTXeVWionV iWV aXWhoU
 poVeV ZiWhoXW hope of anVZeUingᒫWhan RichaUd WUighW'V Black Bo\.
 To XndeUVWand Whe geneViV of Black Bo\, one haV Wo concede Whe m\V

 WeU\ of black bo\'V WUanVfoUmaWion inWo RichaUd WUighW. The naUUaWoU
 of Black Bo\ cUeaWeV Whe inWeUnal and e[WeUnal conWe[W of WhiV WUanVfoU
 maWion, bXW impoUWanWl\ iV himVelf VeaUching foU Whe UeaVonV behind iW.
 ThaW WZo VelYeV aUe in TXeVWion, liWeUall\ and figXUaWiYel\ Vpeaking, iV
 Xndeniable. Black bo\ coXld neYeU haYe ZUiWWen Whe aXWobiogUaph\
 WhaW RichaUd WUighW Whe aXWhoU ZUiWeV becaXVe Whe foUmeU iV immeUVed
 and Vo conVWUained b\ Whe UepUeVViYe enYiUonmenW of Whe SoXWh, Zhile
 Whe laWWeU, belonging Wo a neZ ZoUld, can onl\ look back aW black bo\
 WhUoXgh a diVWance in Wime and Vpace. ThoXgh WhiV diVWance pUoYideV
 objecWiYiW\, Whe objecWiYiW\ failV Wo e[poVe enWiUel\ hoZ WUighW deliY
 eUed himVelf fUom Whe pV\chological ma]e of Whe SoXWheUn NegUo WhaW
 Black Bo\ UigoUoXVl\ deVcUibeV. And Whe naUUaWoU Uecogni]eV WhiV m\V
 WeU\, ZondeUing:

 BXW ZhaW ZaV iW WhaW alZa\V made me feel WhaW [I coXldn'W VWa\ WheUe]?
 WhaW made me conVcioXV of poVVibiliWieV? FUom ZheUe in WhiV VoXWheUn
 daUkneVV had I caXghW a VenVe of fUeedom? Wh\ ZaV iW I ZaV able Wo acW
 Xpon YagXel\ felW noWionV? WhaW ZaV iW WhaW made me feel WhingV deepl\
 enoXgh foU me Wo WU\ Wo oUdeU m\ life b\ m\ feelingV?17
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 TheVe TXeVWionV addUeVV Whe ine[plicabiliW\ of WUighW'V meWamoUpho
 ViV fUom black bo\ Wo aXWhoU, and likeZiVe fUame Whe pUoblemV impel
 ling him Wo UecUeaWe Whe meWamoUphoViV in hiV aXWobiogUaph\. PXW
 anoWheU Za\, Black Bo\ iV a UeVponVe Wo WUighW'V TXeVWionV aboXW hiV
 abiliW\ Wo become anoWheU Velf. BXW Whe UeVponVe iV neceVVaUil\ inWeUUog
 aWiYe Vince iW can onl\ deVcUibe and e[pUeVV Whe naUUaWoU'V Zill Wo XndeU
 VWand Whe WUanVfoUmaWion.

 QXeVWionV in Black Bo\ haYe WZo inWeUdependenW VoXUceV: Whe naUUa
 WoU and Whe child VXbjecW, boWh of Zhom aUe aXWobiogUaphical peUVonae
 of RichaUd WUighW. The pUopenViW\ of boWh Wo TXeVWion conVWiWXWeV a
 pV\chic link beWZeen Whe naUUaWiYe'V WZo "I" 'V, and VignifieV WheiU pUo
 Yenance fUom Whe one Velf-conVcioXVneVV ZhoVe dialogXe foUmV and
 infoUmV Whe naUUaWiYe. FUom hiV eaUlieVW \eaUV, black bo\ ZaV alZa\V
 "aVking faU Woo man\ TXeVWionV" Wo VXiW hiV famil\ and acTXainWanceV
 (30). HiV TXeVWionV, in conjXncWion ZiWh WhoVe of Whe naUUaWoU, aUWicX
 laWe Whe pUincipal WhemeV of Whe naUUaWiYe, WhemeV conceUned ZiWh black
 bo\'V idenWiW\, ZiWh hiV enYiUonmenW, and ZiWh hiV conVcienWioXV
 UefXVal Wo aVVimilaWe himVelf inWo WhaW enYiUonmenW. CeUWain of WheiU

 TXeVWionV, foU e[ample, UeYeal black bo\'V VWUXggle aW deYeloping an
 idenWiW\, a VWUXggle VWill aliYe aW Whe Wime of WUighW'V depaUWXUe fUom
 Whe SoXWh. In a dialogXe ZiWh hiV moWheU, black bo\ inTXiUeV aboXW hiV
 gUandmoWheU'V and faWheU'V Uace, and XlWimaWel\ aVkV, "Then ZhaW am
 I?" (57) OWheU TXeVWionV Whe naUUaWoU aVkV UeYeal hiV Velf-conVcioXV peU
 ple[iW\ aboXW Whe eaUl\ coUUXpWion of black bo\'V innocence: "HoZ
 coXld I haYe Wold [m\ Xncle] WhaW I had leaUned Wo cXUVe befoUe I had
 leaUned Wo Uead? HoZ coXld I haYe Wold him WhaW I had been a dUXnkaUd

 aW Whe age of Vi[?" (109) SWill oWheUV highlighW hiV Zill Wo XndeUVWand Whe

 UelaWionVhip beWZeen hiV deVWin\ and Whe deVWin\ of hiV Uace. Wh\ Uace
 mXVW negaWiYel\ deWeUmine hiV deVWin\ iV in facW Whe cenWUal Wheme and
 TXeVWion of Whe naUUaWiYe. The diVcloVXUe of Whe naUUaWoU'V and black

 bo\'V TXeVWioning UeflecWionV folloZing Whe bUick\aUd epiVode e[em
 plif\ hoZ Whe naUUaWoU'V pUeoccXpaWion ZiWh WhiV Wheme conYeUgeV ZiWh
 black bo\'V pUeoccXpaWion ZiWh Whe UealiW\:

 I gUeZ VilenW and UeVeUYed aV Whe naWXUe of Whe ZoUld in Zhich I liYed

 became plain and Xndeniable; Whe bleakneVV of Whe fXWXUe affecWed m\
 Zill Wo VWXd\. GUann\ had alUead\ WhUoZn oXW hinWV WhaW iW ZaV Wime foU

 me Wo be on m\ oZn. BXW ZhaW had I leaUned Vo faU WhaW ZoXld help me
 Wo make a liYing? NoWhing. I ZoXld be a poUWeU like m\ faWheU befoUe me,
 bXW ZhaW elVe? And Whe pUoblem of liYing aV a NegUo ZaV cold and haUd.
 WhaW ZaV iW WhaW made Whe haWe of ZhiWeV foU blackV Vo VWead\, Veemingl\
 Vo ZoYen inWo Whe We[WXUe of WhingV? WhaW kind of life ZaV poVVible XndeU
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 WhaW haWe? HoZ had WhiV haWe come Wo be? NoWhing aboXW Whe pUoblemV of
 NegUoeV ZaV eYeU WaXghW in Whe claVVUoom aW Vchool; and ZheneYeU I
 ZoXld UaiVe WheVe TXeVWionV ZiWh Whe bo\V, Whe\ ZoXld eiWheU Uemain
 VilenW oU WXUn Whe VXbjecW inWo a joke. The\ ZeUe Yocal aboXW Whe peWW\
 indiYidXal ZUongV Whe\ VXffeUed, bXW Whe\ poVVeVVed no deViUe foU a
 knoZledge of Whe picWXUe aV a Zhole. Then Zh\ ZaV I ZoUUied aboXW
 iW? (181).

 SWill poVVeVVed of a deViUe Wo knoZ Whe picWXUe of Uacial pUejXdice aV a
 Zhole, WUighW UecUeaWeV WhiV emeUgenW inneU dialogXe Wo emphaVi]e
 WhaW fUom Whe beginning Whe negUo plighW ZaV XniTXel\ a pUoblem foU
 him, and conWinXeV Wo be Vo. E[pUeVVed in an inWeUUogaWiYe mode, Whe
 WhemeV of Uacial pUejXdice and blackV' VXbmiVVion Wo iWV dehXmani]ing
 effecWV deYelop aV pUoblemaWicV beUefW of a Yalid UaWionale. TheVe Whe
 maWic TXeVWionV VeUYe Wo fXel black bo\'V joXUne\ Wo WUighW'V life aV
 Zell aV WUighW'V UecUeaWion of black bo\'V joXUne\. FoU Whe pUoblem of
 Whe NegUo conWinXeV Wo be cold and haUd foU Whe naUUaWoU dUamaWi]ing
 one bo\'V fUXVWUaWed effoUWV aW XndeUVWanding iWV caXVeV and effecWV.

 The pUeYalence of TXeVWionV Vignif\ing WUighW'V and black bo\'V con
 VcioXV VepaUaWion fUom WheiU naWal enYiUonmenW XlWimaWel\ makeV TXeV
 Wioning iWVelf a Wheme of Whe naUUaWiYe, aV Zell aV iWV UaiVon d'¬WUe. In diV
 coYeUing ZiWhin himVelf a Velf-conVcioXV UeViVWance Wo Whe demandV of Whe

 black and ZhiWe commXniWieV alike, WUighW depicWV himVelf aV being
 alienaWed fUom boWh, When aV noZ. ThiV alienaWion findV lingXiVWic VXp
 poUW in Whe Velf-UefeUenWialiW\ of hiV man\ TXeVWionV, Zhich inViVW aV onl\
 TXeVWionV can inViVW on Whe VpeakeU'V UighW and Zill Wo XndeUVWand WhaW
 Zhich diVWXUbV him. In Whe paUagUaph folloZing Whe one TXoWed aboYe,
 Whe naUUaWoU/black bo\ emphaVi]eV hoZ inWUinVic Whe e[eUciVe of WhiV
 UighW Wo TXeVWion iV Wo Whe pUeVeUYaWion of hiV VenVe of Velf:

 WaV I Ueall\ aV bad aV m\ XncleV and aXnWV and GUann\ UepeaWedl\ Vaid?
 Wh\ ZaV iW conVideUed ZUong Wo aVk TXeVWionV? WaV I UighW Zhen I
 UeViVWed pXniVhmenW? IW ZaV inconceiYable Wo me WhaW one VhoXld VXUUen
 deU Wo ZhaW Veemed ZUong. OXghW one Wo VXUUendeU Wo aXWhoUiW\ eYen if
 one belieYed WhaW Whe aXWhoUiW\ ZaV ZUong? If Whe anVZeU ZaV \eV, When I
 kneZ WhaW I ZoXld alZa\V be ZUong, becaXVe I coXld neYeU do iW. Then
 hoZ coXld one liYe in a ZoUld in Zhich one'V mind and peUcepWionV
 meanW noWhing and aXWhoUiW\ and WUadiWionV meanW eYeU\Whing? TheUe
 ZeUe no anVZeUV (181-182).

 DeVpiWe hiV XVe of Whe paVW WenVe, WUighW eVWabliVheV hiV conWinXing
 UeViVWance Wo WUadiWional Uacial beliefV Vimpl\ b\ e[eUciVing hiV UighW Wo

 TXeVWion WheiU aXWhoUiW\ oYeU himVelf. HiV TXeVWionV boWh e[pUeVV and
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 VXppoUW hiV inWeUnal UXpWXUe fUom Whe aXWhoUiW\ WhaW ZoXld haYe him
 be VilenW. ThXV TXeVWionV aUe hiV ZeaponV in aUWicXlaWing hiV VWUXggle
 againVW a V\VWem ZhoVe incongUXiWieV and injXVWiceV conVpiUe Wo Yan
 TXiVh hiV Velf-conVcioXVneVV.
 UlWimaWel\, WUighW boaUdV a noUWhboXnd WUain ZiWh Whe hope WhaW

 "Vome da\ [he] mighW XndeUVWand [Whe SoXWh], mighW come Wo knoZ
 ZhaW iWV UigoUV had done Wo [him], Wo iWV childUen" (284). BXW doeV
 Black Bo\ demonVWUaWe WhaW WUighW haV Ueached WhiV XndeUVWanding? IW
 ZoXld Veem noW. TheUe ZeUe no anVZeUV and WheUe conWinXe Wo be no

 anVZeUV, foU WheUe iV no Za\ Wo make VenVe of Whe madneVV of pUejXdice
 inWo Zhich WUighW ZaV boUn. In addiWion, no anVZeUV aUe foUWhcoming
 Wo UeVolYe Whe conXndUXm of WUighW'V abiliW\ Wo eVcape Whe deWeUmin
 ing inflXenceV of WhiV pUejXdice. When Whe naUUaWoU VWaWeV, "All m\ life
 had Vhaped me Wo liYe b\ m\ oZn feelingV and WhoXghWV" (276), one
 ZondeUV, Zh\ WUighW, Zh\ noW eYeU\ black bo\ in hiV ciUcXmVWanceV aV
 Zell? HoZeYeU, if b\ "life" Ze XndeUVWand WUighW Wo mean Whe inWeUac
 Wion of hiV e[peUienceV ZiWh hiV pecXliaU pV\chic configXUaWion, Ze aUe
 in a poViWion Wo accede Wo Whe neceVViW\ of WUighW'V m\VWeUioXV WUanVfoU
 maWion fUom black bo\. BecaXVe foU WUighW, WhaW pV\chic configXUaWion
 inclXdeV a pUopenViW\ Wo TXeVWion and Vo Wo challenge hiV enYiUonmenW,
 a pUopenViW\ Zhich laWeU enableV him Wo UecUeaWe Whe pUoceVV of hiV life
 in an impliciWl\ and e[pliciWl\ inWeUUogaWiYe aXWobiogUaph\.
 EYidence of Whe cenWUaliW\ of TXeVWioning in WUighW'V pV\chic con

 figXUaWion VXUfaceV in hiV philoVoph\ of life, a philoVoph\ leVV peVVi
 miVWic Whan paUado[ical. WUighW deVcUibeV Whe eaUl\ foUmaWion of a con
 YicWion baVed on a ceaVeleVV and fUXVWUaWed Zill Wo knoZ:

 AW Whe age of WZelYe, befoUe I had had one fXll \eaU of foUmal Vchooling, I
 had a concepWion of life WhaW no e[peUienceV ZoXld eYeU eUaVe. ... a
 noWion aV Wo ZhaW life meanW WhaW no edXcaWion coXld eYeU alWeU, a conYic

 Wion WhaW Whe meaning of liYing came onl\ Zhen one ZaV VWUXggling Wo
 ZUing a meaning oXW of meaningleVV VXffeUing (112).

 ThiV conYicWion poVVeVVeV Whe Vame paUado[ical d\namic aV Whe Zill Wo
 TXeVWion WhaW Zhich one knoZV Wo be XnanVZeUable foU Whe Vake of Yali

 daWing Whe TXeVWion. And WUighW e[pliciWl\ Uecogni]eV Whe diVWincWl\
 inWeUUogaWiYe naWXUe of hiV philoVoph\ Zhen he conWinXeV:

 [The VpiUiW I had caXghW] diUecWed m\ lo\alWieV Wo Whe Vide of men in
 Uebellion; iW made me loYe Walk WhaW VoXghW anVZeUV Wo TXeVWionV WhaW
 coXld help nobod\, WhaW coXld onl\ keep aliYe in me WhaW enWhUalling
 VenVe of ZondeU and aZe in Whe face of Whe dUama of hXman feeling
 Zhich iV hidden b\ Whe e[WeUnal dUama of life (112).
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 Black Bo\ helpV keep aliYe Whe VenVe of ZondeU in Whe inWeUnal dUama
 of life, VeUYing aV a manifeVWaWion of WUighW'V VeaUch foU anVZeUV Wo
 TXeVWionV WhaW help no one. OU aUe Whe TXeVWionV Vo fUXiWleVV? The
 VeaUch, afWeU all, YiUWXall\ leadV Wo black bo\'V WUanVfoUmaWion inWo an
 aXWhoU capable of dUamaWi]ing Whe libeUaWing effecWV of Velf-inTXiU\ in
 aXWobiogUaph\. ConVeTXenWl\, VhoXld noW Black Bo\ be YieZed aV a
 WUibXWe Wo WhaW VeaUch, b\ YiUWXe of iWV inconclXViYeneVV? The VeaUch
 conVWiWXWing an end, a VoXUce of meaning foU WUighW, iWV cloVXUe ZoXld
 Vignif\ Whe WUiXmph of meaningleVVneVV oYeU a Velf ZiWhdUaZing fUom
 inWeUnal dialogXe. Open-ended, hoZeYeU, iW UepUeVenWV an acW of Velf
 YeUificaWion, like Whe inWeUUogaWiYeV fXelling iW. And paUado[icall\, iWV
 inWeUUogaWiYe naWXUe affiUmV Whe Velf TXeVWioningl\ in moWion. ThoXgh
 iWV indiYidXal TXeVWionV admiW no anVZeUV, Black Bo\ iV iWVelf an indi
 UecW UeVponVe of Velf-affiUmaWion Wo Whe TXeVWion WUighW aVkV himVelf:
 "Then hoZ can I change m\ UelaWionVhip Wo m\ enYiUonmenW?" (219).
 FoU he cUeaWeV himVelf and WhaW enYiUonmenW WhUoXgh an inYeUVion of
 aXWhoUiW\, ZheUe Whe Velf inViVWV on iWV UighW Wo liWeUall\ call inWo TXeV
 Wion Whe pUejXdicial aVVXmpWionV afflicWing a UaciVW VocieW\.

 HaYing VXVpicioXVl\ ciUcXmYenWed Whe iVVXe of UeadeU implicaWion in
 aXWobiogUaph\'V TXeVWionV, I cloVe WhiV anal\ViV ZiWh a feZ UemaUkV on
 Whe VXbjecW, ZiWh Whe TXeVWionV of Black Bo\ fUeVh in mind. SXUel\ Whe
 VeaUch foU meaning in WhiV aXWobiogUaph\ iV oUiginall\ WUighW'V. BoWh
 TXeVWioneU and UeVpondenW, he embaUkV on a ZUiWWen joXUne\ of Velf
 inTXiU\ Wo e[pUeVV hiV paUWicXlaU ZondeU aboXW hXman e[peUience. BXW
 if hiV inTXiU\ iV Wo become meaningfXl Wo UeadeUV, Whe\ Woo mXVW
 aVVXme Whe UoleV of TXeVWioneU and UeVpondenW. To aWWempW Wo enWeU Whe
 inWeUioU of anoWheU iV impoVVible, bXW Wo aWWempW Wo aVk and UeVpond
 along ZiWh a naUUaWiYe inTXiU\ iV noW. In facW, iW iV cUXcial WhaW UeadeUV of
 an aXWobiogUaph\ make Whe TXeVWionV Whe We[W poVeV WheiU oZn (aV TXeV
 WionV, if Whe\ aUe Wo fXncWion aV TXeVWionV, mXVW belong Wo Whe TXeV
 WioneU). In WhiV Za\, Whe e[change of TXeVWionV beWZeen We[W and Uead
 eUV ma\ occXU, an e[change Zhich peUmiWV XV Wo inYeVWigaWe an
 aXWobiogUaph\ aV a naUUaWiYe inTXiU\ WhaW UeWainV iWV inWeUUogaWiYiW\
 long afWeU Whe Wime Zhen Whe incipienW TXeVWionV ZeUe poVed.

 LoXiViana SWaWe UniYeUViW\
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This content downloaded from 
            151.197.183.37 on Sun, 20 Sep 2020 14:01:08 UTC              

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 142 biogUaph\ Vol. 13, No. 2

 2. HenU\ H±], "InWUodXcWion," in QXeVWionV (BoVWon: D. Reidel PXbliVhing Co., 1978),
 p. i[.

 3. Hi], "DifficXlW QXeVWionV," p. 157.
 4. SXVanne Egan, PaWWeUnV of E[peUience in AXWobiogUaph\ (Chapel Hill: UniYeUViW\ of

 NoUWh CaUolina PUeVV, 1984), p. 7.
 5. GeoUgeV GXVdoUf, "CondiWionV and LimiWV of AXWobiogUaph\," WUanV. JameV Olne\

 in AXWobiogUaph\: EVVa\V TheoUeWical and CUiWical, p. 33.
 6. GXVdoUf, p. 48.
 7. William C. Spengemann, The FoUmV of AXWobiogUaph\: EpiVodeV in Whe HiVWoU\ of a

 LiWeUaU\ GenUe (NeZ HaYen: Yale UniYeUViW\ PUeVV, 1980), p. 33.
 8. Spengemann, p. 32. He ZUiWeV: "SW. AXgXVWine VeW Whe pUoblem foU all VXbVeTXenW

 aXWobiogUaph\: HoZ can Whe Velf knoZ iWVelf? B\ VXUYe\ing in Whe memoU\ iWV
 compleWed paVW acWionV fUom an XnmoYing poinW aboYe oU be\ond Whem? B\
 moYing inTXiViWiYel\ WhUoXgh iWV oZn memoUieV and ideaV Wo Vome conclXVion
 aboXW Whem? OU b\ peUfoUming a VeTXence of V\mbolic acWionV WhUoXgh Zhich
 Whe ineffable Velf can be Ueali]ed?"

 9. GXVdoUf, p. 32.
 10. AV TXoWed in SWephen Gale, "A PUolegomenon Wo an InWeUUogaWiYe TheoU\ of Sci

 enWific InTXiU\," in QXeVWionV, p. 320.
 11. GXVdoUf, p. 32.
 12. Jean SWaUobinVki, "The SW\le of AXWobiogUaph\," in AXWobiogUaph\: EVVa\V Theo

 UeWical and CUiWical, p. 78.
 13. Spengemann, p. 30.
 14. AXgXVWine, The ConfeVVionV, WUanV. Re[ WaUneU (NeZ YoUk: The NeZ AmeUican

 LibUaU\, 1963), ([, 26).
 15. MonWaigne, SelecWionV fUom Whe EVVa\V, ed. and WUanV. Donald M. FUame (AUlingWon

 HeighWV, IL: HaUlan DaYidVon, Inc., 1971), p. 63; heUeafWeU ciWed in We[W.
 16. BaUUeWW Mandel, "FXll of Life NoZ," in AXWobiogUaph\: EVVa\V TheoUeWical and

 CUiWical, p. 57.
 17. RichaUd WUighW, Black Bo\ (NeZ YoUk: HaUpeU & RoZ, 1945), p. 282; heUeafWeU

 ciWed in We[W.

This content downloaded from 
            151.197.183.37 on Sun, 20 Sep 2020 14:01:08 UTC              

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms


