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348 TALES AND SKETCHES

have been of little moinent; but ‘the shot,” together with-the nearest
point of ‘the tree; were: merely two points for the establishment of a
line of direction; of course the error, however trivial in the: beginning;
increased as we proceeded with the ling; and by the time we had gone
fifty feet, threw us quite off the scent. But for my deep-seated impres-
sions that treasure was here somewhere actually buned “we mlght
have had all ourlabor in vain.” - BRI :

“But- your grandiloqifence, and ‘youir conduct i swi ng' the bee-
tle—how excessively odd! I was sure you were mad.‘Andiwhy did you
insist upon letting fall‘the bug, instead of a bullet; fromi the skull?”
¢ “Why, to be frank; I-felt somewhat annoyed by your evident suspi-
cions touching my sahity,-and so:résolved to piinish you quietly, in my
own way, by a'little bit of seber: mystlﬁcatlon For this:reason I swung
the beetle, and for this reason I let it-fall:it: from:the ‘tree: An’observa-
tion of yours about its great weight suggested the latter-idea.”

“Yes, I perceive;’ arid:now there is only-one point which:puzzles me.
What are we to make of the skeletons found in the hole?”:

“That is a question :I-am 'no- ‘more “able to ‘answer than yourself.
There seems, however,-only one platisible: way" of - accounting ‘for
them-—and yet' it is ‘dreadful to believe in such-atrocity'as my sugges-
tion would imply: It ‘ist clear that Kidd-—if' Kidd ‘indeed secreted this
treasure, which T dotibt-hot==it is clear that he must-have had assis-
tance inthe labor. But: this'labor concluded, he thay have thought it
expedient’to remove alk-partitipants in his secret: Perhap ‘areouple of
blows with a mattock were sufficient, while his“coadjutors were busy
in the pit; perhaps it requlred a dezen——who shall tell?” T ‘

_:; e

the Phle‘adelphiai Umted States
xt; reprinted here s from Taules
rtant deﬁmtlonvand 1llustrat10n of

The Black Cat Flrst pubhshed in;
Saturday Post (August 19,.1843). Th
(1845). Thls -story contalnslan imy
Poe’s concept of the “ be sup lemented with his
“The Tmp of the Perverse (1845; pp 40 4 herem) Cofnpare the confes-
sions of the Wwalling:up' of another'; person ‘it “Thé Cask of Arnontillado”
(1846; pp. 415f1.) and the burial under the floor in “The Tell-Tale Heart”
(1843;-pp: 316ff) Mabbott; although-he regards thé’ cati-as real, feels
compelled:to‘note‘that Poe would-have read in-Sir Walter:Scott's Leiters
on-Demonology (1830): the account of d:man.who:tells his:physician the
following: “I found myself .... . embarrassed by;the. presenceiqf ,_l'

which came and dlsappeared I could not. exactly te]

The Black Cat

For the ‘most wildy yet Most homely iTarratives whlch { am- about to
pen, 1 neither expect nior solicit' Belief:sMad indeed would'I be to ex-
- pectit, in @ case whéke my very sensés reject-their own evidence. Yet/
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mad am T neti+and very, surely do I'not.dream.-But to-morrow 1 die,
‘and to-day 1 would unburthen. my soul.sMy:immediate. purpose-is to

place before: the: world, iplainly; succinctly, and .without:comment, .a
series of mere household .events. In thejr consequences,;these events
have terrified-~have tortured—have destroyed me: Yet 1 will not at-
tempt to. expound them. To me, they have presented little but Hor-

rer—to 'many-they, will seem less terrible than: barroques.! Hereafter,
perhaps, some intellect may be found which will reduce:my phantasm

to.the common-place-—some 'intellect; more calm;..more Jogical, and
far less excitablé-than my own, whichswill perceive,.in the,circum-
starices I detail with-awe, nothirig more: than an. ordmary stzccession of -
very natural causes and; effects: St e
:.From my.itifaney 1 was.inoted. for; the docxltty and humamty ‘of my
'dlSPOSItlon My teniderngssof heart was -evénisso.,conspicuous, as .to
make-me the jest,of my. companions., J.was;especially fond:of animals;
and;was indulged;iby: my:parents:with a great variety of:pets. With
these.1 spent most;ofimy;time, and-never.was:so happy as-when feed-
irig and caressing: themy; This :peculiarity:of .character grew with: my
growth; and,in.my: :manhood, I derived,from it .one- of :my principal
sources of pleasure:To-thoge, who. have cherished -an.affection for a
faithful and sagacious? dog; I need hardly be:at the trouhle of explain-
ing; the nature-or, the. intensity of -the-‘gratificationithus: derivable.
There is somethirig in ‘the unselfish;and.: self-sacrificing love of a brute,
which goes directly to the; heart,of him who hashad frequentioccasmn
to test the paltiy friendship. ‘and gossamer fidelity of mere.Man.. ;- :
1 marrled early, and was happy to: ﬁnd in my w1fe,a d.lsposmon not
; ;5 y.for, domestic pets,
e,lost no; opp -tumty of prgcu)zmg\  agreeable kind.-
| ﬁsh e ﬁne dog, rabbn:s, a small mcnkey,‘andia cat.
iimal;entirely

11‘_-‘

v _black and saga fious:to an. astomshlng degree In, speakmg of his. intel-

5 Iy mfé, who at:heart iyas-not-adittle tinctured with.supersti-
y .populamnotlon, which
; _Not that she was:.ever

whlch rtly gener 1|

" metality of thef Fa,end Ig“temperance?—-l—had»

perienced 4 radical;alteration. ¢ rs W,
; oody, more it 'table,:mme regardless-o he eehngs,e, other& I suf-

1. Incxdents characterized by grotesqueness and extravagance
2. Here probably meaning having keen perception.

34 The name;in some; riyths. of the-ruler.of Hell (or Hadesb; which is another. r;ame forits ruler).
4 Excessxve consumptmp»pf a!cqhol‘ bt
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fered myself'to use‘intémnperate language to: my-wifezAtlength; I even
.offered  her ‘persohal: violence., My pets, of: course;-were made to feel
the change in my disposition. T not-only: negleeted*4 but:ll<used them:.
For: Pluto,” however;i:I' still retained sufﬁc1entlregard<~ orestrain - me
from maltreating hin, as'}- made no: serupleiof maltrehting the rabbits,
the monkey; -or leven: the dog, when by acmdent ‘or ‘through. affection,
they carne in'my way. But my disease grew upon me=-for what disease
is like Alcoholl=-and'at length -everiiPluto, who'was now becoming
old, and eonséquently-somewhat: peewsh—even Pluto began to expen—
ence the effects of 'myill témper. - i

" One pight, returning. home, 'much’ 1ntox1cated from‘ >one of my
haunts about town, I fancied that . the cat. aveided  my!presence. I
seized him; when, in his fright: at- my violence, hesinflicted a slight
‘wound upon my hand#with his: teeth. The furpiof 4 démon instantly
possessed 'me: [ knew:myself- no- longer. My original -soul ‘seemed, ‘at
orice, to-take its flight from my bedy; and a more than fiendish malev-
olence, gih-nurtured; thrilled every fibre of my+frame. 1 tock from my
waistcoat-pocket a- pen-kmfe, opened:it, grasped the:poor beast by the
throat, and deliberately cut'one of its eyes fromithe: socket' I blush, I
burn, I'shiudder; while-I: pen the damnable atro¢ity: - i+

When reason returnéd with the morning—when T had slept off the
fumes of the: nlght s'debatich—I expetieniced a’séntimenit‘half of hor-
ror; half-of remorse; for- the- -crime’ of which I had been guilty; but it
‘was, at best, a feeble'énd‘eqﬁivocél feeling, and the soul remained un-
touched. I' again plunged ‘into excess2 and soon dtOWned in wine all
memory of the deed.’ Dy SIRELR

In the meantime the ¢at slowly recovered: The socket’of the lost eye
presented, it-s true, a frightful appedranice; but he no longer appeared
to suffer any pain: Hewent-about the house as uistal; ‘but;>as might bé
expected, fled'in ‘extreme terror at myapproachi Bhad so:much of my
old heart left, as to-betat first grxe\?ed by this evidentdislike 6n the part
of a creature which’had once so- loVed meBut thxs feelihg soon gave
?place tor 1rr1tatlon \And then came, as- if to my ﬁ

of the 1nd1v1s1ble ‘prithary fatfultles, or Sentirients,
to'the character of Mani.® Who ‘has not; a*hitnds

self committing'a vile or a silly/actioh;for no’ othér:réaseri than be-

cause he knows he should not> Have we not a perpetual 1nchnat10n in

because we understand it tobe such’ This spirit of perverseness, I say,
came to my final overthrow: It Wwas this: uinfathomable-fohging of the
soul to vex itself—to offer violencé to its"own nature—te:do wrong for
the wrong’s sake only—that urged ‘me:to continue and firially to con-
summate the injury I had lnﬂlcted upon the unoffendlng brute. One

5. Cf. “The Imp of the Perversé” (pp: 401£F! herem) inwhich ofe’of t gudge is much the
same. Originally, Poe included some references to phrendlogy (see notes to*“Imp”). &
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‘norninggiicool-blood; k:slipped a.noose.about its neck and hung:itto
the limb, of a.treej—hung, it with:the;tears|streaming: from’ 'y eyes,

rithe:bitterest remorse at my; ‘hearti==hung it because 1 kriew
~had-loved me;: and,,hecausenl Aelt it -hdd: giveri;me:no reason: of
offence,—ﬁhung it because Tknew.that in'so doing T-was:commiitting a
sin=a/ deadly :sin"that<would:so ,Jeopardlze my. immortal<soul, as;:to
place: it-if such i thing-were possible-—even beyond the reachiof the
infinite'mercy of ithe Most:Metciful and Mést:Terrible, God.:
On the night -of; tlie day: onwhich this cruel, déed was done,: I was
aroused: from 'sleep:by. the cry-of fire. The;curtains of my bed -were in

flames.: The whole House ‘was blazing: It was with great ‘difficulty that

my wife,.a sexvanty:dnd myself, imlade our escape from the conflagra-
i:destruction . was complete My entire:iworldly ‘wealth -was
.up,land: I resigned’ myself:thenceformiard:to despair.

- I amabove the weakness of seeking to-establish:a sequence: of cause
and-efféct,between the disaster.and: thezatroc1ty But. I am detailing a

chain. of facts—and: wish mot:to-leave evén a.pessible link imperfect.

On the day succeeding the fire,,I visited the ruins: The walls; with:one
exception, had falleri-in.This exception:was found in a compartment
wall, not very-thick, which ‘stood :about the middle of the house, and
against which 'had rested-the head of my.bed::The plastering had here,
in great.-measure, resisted the-action of theifire—a fact:which I attrib-
uted to its having been recently spread. Aboiit this wall'a dense’crowd
were, collected; and ‘many persons. s€emed to:be examining a particu-
lar- portion- of it ‘with :very minute ‘andi eager 'attention. /The words
“strange!” “singular!”iand ‘other:similar expressions; - excited my curios-
ity. I approached and:saw; as ifygtaven-in.bas-relief¢ upon the white
surface, the figure: of & gigantic catiThe itpression was given with an
accuracy truly:marvellous: There was a rope about.the animal’s neck.

- When I-first beheld this apparltlon—for I ¢ould searcely regard it as
less—=my wondet and my terror.vere extreme. But at length reflection
came: toxmy aid-The ¢at,: .remembered, ‘had:been: hiungin'a garden
adjacent to the house. Upon-the alarm of. fire, sthis; garden-had been
immediately:filled. by:the:crowd—by. some. orie of .-whomithe- anlmal
‘must-have, been' cytifromthe-tree and; thrown, through:an open! win-
dow;: into: my: cchamber: This had: probably beeh:done iwith the view of
arousing me from sleep.The:falling of other:walls had compressed the
victimiof imy ‘eruelty. into; theisubstance of the freshly-spread plaster;
the limé:of; whlchwvxth the flames;; and the ammonm from: the carcass,

‘had then: accomphshed!the -portrditure: as I saw it.

Although Iithys.readily accounted to my:feason, if notraltogether te

.my conscientcé; for the: startling-fact just.detailed, it did not the less

fail tosmakea deep. impression upon‘my. fancy. For:months:T:could not
rid myself ofithe- phaiitasm: ofithe’cat;-and;: vduringthis period, there
came:back:into my:spirit a:half-sentiment ;that: seemed, but was' not,
remorse'T-went so-far as to regret thé:loss of the animal, and:to;look
-about. me;.among;’ the vile haunts:which Jnow habitually frequerited,

6. Low-relief sculpture; i.e., the design projects very:little from.thie ,‘ba'ckground; -
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-

for .another pet of the same species; and-of somewhat sumlar appear-
ance, with which to supply-its placed = . o

‘One night as I sat;:half: stuplﬁed in a:den. of more; than*lnfamy, my
attention wassuddenlysdrawn to'some:blackiobject; reposinigupon the
head of one of the immense hogsheads?of Gin,-or of Rum, which con-
stituted the chief furniture -of, theapartment:-1 had ‘been: looking
steadily at-the top of this' hogshead for some:minutes;:and: what now
caused me surprise wasuthe fact that:1-had no€ sebner perceived the

object thereupon.:I approached t, and:touched: it'withymy hand: It

was:a black cat—a verylargeione—fully-as large as; Platojrand. closely
resembling him in every respect but:one: Pluto,/had not. a<white hair

upon any portion of his body; but:this €at: had:a‘large; although indef- -

inite splotch of white,.covering nearly the whele region: of the'breast.
Upon my touching:him;:he.immediately-arose; putred loudly, rubbed

against my hand, and.dppeared delighted- with myinotice.:{This; then, .

was the very creatureiof-which. I'was ivrsearch. I-at-once offered. to
purchaseitiofithe landlord; but this:person:made tio. clalm to 1t——knew
nothing ofit—had never:seen it before:s:i: . RSN

I continued my caresses; and, when:1 prepared 0./go home, the ani-
‘'mal evinced-a disposition to accompany-me; :I-permitted:it to. do so;
occasionally: stooping jand. patting:it'as.I proceeded::When: it reached
the house it domesticated -itself at once, ‘and. became 'mmedlately a
great favorite with my wife. - :

- For my own part; I séon found a dlshke to it arlsmg w1bhm me. Thls
was just the reverseiof what I had anticipated; but=+I knew:niot how or
why it was—its .evident-fondness: for-myself rather: disgusted and an-
noyed. By slow degrees;.these:feelings: of: disgust. and :ahneyance rose

into the bitterness of hatred. I.avoided the creature; = certain sense-of -

shame, and the.remembrance of .my former deed -ofierdelty,/prevent-
ing me from physically abusing it. I did not, for somedveeks; strike, or
otherwise violently ill-tise-it;"but gradually—+very: gradually~I came to
look upon it:with unuttérable loathingyand to flee; smlently frorn its: odi-
ous presence; as from the breath of a pestilerice. i’ #7

: What added, no doubt;.to:my hatred-of:the beast ‘was! the dlscovery, :
on- the morning after. I brought it homejithat, like. Pluto it/also had -

been deprived of one.of its' eyes. Thisicircumstance; however, only en-
deared it to- my wife, Whoj; as:I have alréady: said; possessed; in a high
degree, that humanity of feeling which-had once been:my-distinguish-
ing trait, and the source:of many: of :my:simplest.and-putestpleasures.

With my aversion- to. this- cat;=however; 'its -<partiality - for: myself
seemed to increase. It-followed my: footsteps: with :a:pertinacity which
it would be difficult to:make-the reader-tomprehend: Whenever [ sat,
it would :crouch beneath-my-chair, .orsspring upon, my-knees; «covering
me with its loathsome carésses. If I arose towalk it would-get-between
my.feet and thus nearly throw me:doéwn, or; fasteningsits:long and
sharp claws ‘in: iny. dress, clamber,“in; this: manner, to:my'breast. At
such times, although'l longéd to destroy it:with a:blow; l:was.yet with-

7. A barrel whose capacity i anywhere fromvdi.:svtb 140:gallons. . TR

3
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held from $o: doihég,f ‘partly by a“memoryiof:my:former: crime, ‘but'
chieﬂy—"let me confess it at once—by absolute'dread of the beast.”
" This ‘d ead was not“exactly a dread of physmal ewl—and yet I should

ery indefinite;-but; by slow de-
grees-——degr es“nea y"mperceptlb € and Wthh for a long tlme my

‘ hadf cot emptuouslyxde-
stroyed—,—q brute heast(to WOrk»o' t fer( me—-—for e

~ the in a

1g10
e IneEmottent - alone, and sin' the latter, 1
am oPunutterable\fear ito finid’ the"hot bréath
¢ 1 ‘incarnate’ nght«
) "ternally uponwmy

Tid “most: y
reased ‘to hatred of ‘all thmgs and ‘of "all:- mankmd
rﬁ"’ the sudden; freqtient) and ungov’ernable ’outbursts of a
chilniow! blindIy'v A
arid thie ost patlent ‘of sufferers'
pén some household ‘errand,
ver :compelled s to -
dnd; nearly throwmg

arrested by the hand of my wife: Goaded, by the tmterference, into’a
rage miote than' demomacal I WIthdrew my’farm from her grasp and

8. Imagmary n}qnsters, most often composed; of, grotesquélydl te parts -
9. The nght Mare of myth Was a dream’ horse ‘that tramplec people in. thelr sleep, its great
welght Cauising!& sense of $affotation (see otesto “Usher,” especially’p, 206,n. 3 Hereiir).
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buried ‘the axe in. her-brain: She fell dead: upon the spot WIthout 1
groan e i '1 B ll'.

.- This hldeous murder accomphshed I set: myself forthw1th and with
entire deliberation, to thetask of concgaling the:body. Iiknew that I
could not-remove:it.from the house, either by day or by might, without
the risk of being observed by theneighbors. Many projects:entered my
mind. At.one period.] thought of cutting the corpse into.iminute frag-
ments, and destroying:them by fire.. At another, I resolvéd to. dig a
grave for;it in the floor of the cellar. Agam, I deliberated.about casting
it in the well in the yard—abeut packing it in a box; as if . merchandize,
with-the ‘usual arrangements, and soigetting. aiporter. to.take it from
the house. Finally I hit:upon what-I considered.a far'better expedient
than either of these. I .determined:to. wall it up-in the;cellar—as the
monks of the middle ages; are recorded to. have.walled up;their victims.

. For a purpose such.as this the cellar was well:adapted, . Its walls
were loosely constructed,-and. liad:lately ibeen: plastered: throughout
with a rough plaster; which the dariipnessiof the atriosphiere had. pre-
vented from hardening..Moreover, in;one of the walls:wasia projection,
caused by a false chimney; ‘or: fireplace,; that had beenfilled up,-and
made to resemble the rest of the cellar. I'made noidoubt: that I -could
readily displace the bricks-at this:point;insert the.corpse; and wall the
whole up as.before, so;that noeye.could.detect any:thing suspicious.
. And in this caleulation:I was not deceived. By means,of a crow-bar.
I easily dislodged the bticks;:and; having carefully. deposited the body
against-the inner wall, I propped-it in that;position, ‘while; with little
trouble, I're-laid the whole:structuré 4st originally stood..Having pro-
cured .mortar;; sand,; and-haixj. with: .evéry .possible-.precgution, I pre-
‘'pared a.plaster which ¢ould not;be:distinguished. from:the:old, and
with- this I'very- carefully went overthe diew. brick-wotk,When 1 had
finished, I felt satisfied that all was right. The wall did not present the
slightest appeararice, of having: been -disturbed. ..The-rubbish on the
floor was picked up with ithe minugest: eare. <L Jooked around tri-
umphantly;: and saidito myself— Here at: least then,, my labor has not
been invain.” 1. i b Sy bevane o

My next step was to- look for the?beast wluch had been the cause- of
so much-wretchedness; for.I had; fatlength; firmlyresolved to put it to
death. Had 1 been .able;to.meét:withiit, at.the. moment,.ithere could
have been'no doubt of:its fate;:but it:appeared that . the:crafty animal
had been alarmed atthe ,vmlence jof my:previousidnget; and forebore
to.present 1tself in: my present-. mooda 1mposs1ble;to escribe, or to

ance dunng the mght‘———andv thus for one; mght atileast, blnce,lts intro-

The second and the ¥th1rd day passed and stlll my tormentor came
not. Once agam I breathed as a freeman. The monster, in terror, had

was. supreme' "The guilt ol my dark. deed disturbed me. but., ittle.. Some

‘than I Was"answerd d by ‘a voice from-within thé tombl by ‘a’ cry, at
first muffledihd broken, Jike'the sobbing of 'a‘child, and ther qulcldy

ftlonless, through extremity.. ofitervor and of: awe--iIn the next,
‘stout-aris Wete’ toiling 4t thi '
greatly decayed and clotted :

detested; creature occasmned i, my stqm. It dld nake its appear-

i TaesBrack Cat: . 355

fewi inquiries had been: made, but these hadt been:readily answered,

Even a‘search had been. instituted—but of:course nothlng was. to- be

- discovered:I-looked upon ‘my future felicity'as secured. . S

Upon thé fourth day of the assassination,’a party of the pohce care,

‘very' unexp ‘:tedly, int6 ‘the house, and proceeded again to"make rigor-
ous inveéstigal ‘the. premlses, ‘Secure, however, in the inscrutabil-
,ealm nt, 1. felt no embarrassment whatever The
officers bade me _accompany thy n.in their search They left no nook
or corner. unexplored.(At length, for the third.or fourth time, they: de-
scended. into thecellar,.I; iquivered not in.a, muscle.,. My heart beat
calmly as that of bne who slumbers :in innocence: I. walked the cellar
from end-teiend. kfolded-my-atms upon my bosom, and roamed easily
‘to and: fro.The policel were thotoughly satlsﬁed and 'prepared to de-
part. ' The glee'at my ‘heart was. tod Strong to’ &'restrained. Fburned to
say if but one word, by way of trifimiph: and fo render doubly sure thelr
assurance of my guiltlessness. -

“Gentlemen” I said at last, as the party ascended the steps, “I de-
light to have allayed yoirr suspiciors.’I'wish you all health, and a little
more courtesy..By the.bye, gentlemen, this—this is a very well con-
's’trué’tféd’li”f‘ [Int rabld de: re to say som ’zeasﬂy, I scarcely

, ¥ § h h I'held i in miy hand upo‘n that very .
i the bri l{ W rk beh nd l’llCl‘l stood the¢ corpSe of the wife of

1(:
¢

. But may - God‘ shreld and dellver ‘me from' he' angs of the Arch-
Fiend! No sootier had ‘the reverberatron of myblo

swelling into one long, lond and continuous scream, utterly’ ariomi-
alous and’ mhumaﬁ“ -4 Howl'—a walhng shnek’ half of horror and half

. Of my ‘owii. thoug £s it '1s folly to’sPeak Swoomng, I staggered to’ the
opposite wall: For one-instant the party upon the stairs remained mo-




