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To hü ver:, worth,Y and much 
honoured Friend1 tMr. 
Izaack W alton, upon hu. 
Excellent Life of f4r~ 
George Herbert. 

1. 

H
. Eav'ns youngefi Son,its Benj .imi.11,' 

Divioicy's nexc Brother , Sacret:! 
(Pot{it, 

No longer {hall a Virgin reckoned be, 
(What ere with others 'tis) by me, 
A Female Mufe. as were the Nine: 
But ( full of Vigor Mafcaline ) 

An Elfence Male, with Angels his Com~ 
( panions ihine. 

With Angels firll: the heavealy youth 
( was bred; 

And, when aChild, infl:ruéted them to 
• ( fin~ 

A 2 The. 



(6) 

The praifes of th' Immonal King, 
Who Lr1cifer in Triumph led: 

For, as in Chains the Monll:er .fank to 
( Hell, 

And tumbling ·headlong down the pre­
( cipice tell, 

By him firft tanghc, How art tho,, fallen 
( tbou morning fl,tr-: they faid 

Too fondly then,we have tancy'd him a 
• • ( Maid: 

We, the vain Brethren of the rhyming 
, ( Trade. 

-i: Rapbe1 A female Angel lefs would : 
'l)rbm thc ( u b. k'll b 'd famous r zns s l up r:u . 
Pai11tcr. 

II. 
Thus 'twas in Heav'n: This, Pocjy's Sex 

( and1'\0 e. 0 , 

And, when he thence t'our lower W orld 
( c:une clown, 

He chofe a Fonn more like his own, 
And 1eff e's youngefi Son infpir'd with 

( holy rage, 
The fprightly Shepherd felt unufaal 

• ( Fire, 
• And 

.. (7) 
• And up he took his toneful L y.rëi 

He took it up, and firuck'c, and his owri 
( foft touches didadmire. 

Thou, Poefie, on him didll: beftow: 
Thy choicefl: gift, a honor lhew'd before 

( to none; 
And, to prBpare his way to th 'Hebre~ 

(Throne;' 
Gav'll: him thy Empire, and D?mi-: 

( n!OD i 
The happy Land of Perfe, where fioiv 

Rivers of Milk, and Woods of Laurel 
( grow i 

Wherew ith, thou , didft adorn his 
. ( brow, 

And mad'fi his firft,more flouri/hing,and 
( triumphant Crowo. 

Affill: me thy great Prophecs prajfe to 
( fing, 

David, the Poets, ànd blefs'd Ifraels 
(King; 

And, with the dancing Echo,· Jet the 
. • ( Mountains ring ! 

Theo> on the wings of fome aufpicious 
• (wind, 

A 4 Lee 
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(t) 
Let hi$ grcat Aamefrom eanh, be rais•d 

( onhigb, 
l\nd,in the fiarry volume of the Sky 

A lafiing Record find: 
Bewith his mighty Pfalttry joyA'd; 

,Which,taken long ftnce up into the air, 
And cllll'd the H11rp, makes a bright 

( Confiellation there, 

Il I. 
,Worthy it was to be tr:mfiated hence, 
And, tliere, in view of all,exalted hang: 
To which fo oft the Princely Prophet 

(fang, 
And myfiick Oracles did difpence. 

~hough, had it ftill remain'd below, 
More wonders of it we had feen, 

How great the mighry Herherts skill · 
(had been; 

lltr&trl, who could fo much without it 
(da; 

H1r/Jert, who did its Chords diftin~ly 
• • (know, 

Mor, perffttly ,than aoy Child of Verf e 
(below. 

Ol 

1 
4 

J-
' 

(J) 
O ! Had we kAown him half r~ well ! 

But then, my friend, there had been lefc 
(foryon 

Nothipg fo fair ,and worthy praif e to do; 
Who, fo exa6Uy ail his Story tell, 

That, though he did noc want his 
( Bayes, 

Nor ail the Monuments vercue can 
( raife, 

Your hand,he did,to eternize his praife. 
Herbert, and Do141,e, again are joyn·d, 
Now herc below, as they're above; 

Thefe friends, are in their old embraces 
( twin'd; 

And, fince by you the Enterview·s de­
( fign'd, 

Too weak, to part them,Death does 
(prove; 

For, in this Book they meet aga in: as, 
( in one Heav·n they love. 

'/1.enjleJ, 
Apt, 3, 

1 ' 7 Q, 

Sam: Woodjorde. 

THE 
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~f HE J-JIFE 
OF 

1t1r, G EOR G E HERBERT. 

Tl1e lNTRooucrroN. 

l{ a late Retreat /rom the bu: 
finefs of t bi& World,and thofe 
many little Cares withwhich 

' \\<' ' • I have too cften i11c11mbred 
mv felf., I [el! into a Contemplation of fome 
of thofe H i{loric,tl pafj ages that are Re­
corded in Sacred Story; and,more farti­
c11larh, of what h;d pafl bctwixt ot1r 
Blelfed Saviour , and that wonder of 
U'omen, and S inners ,and Mourner s ,Saine 
Mary Magdalen. I cal! her Saine, be­
caufe I did not then, nor do now con(ider 
her, as when fh, w,u PfJffe(iwitb feven De­
'vi!s ; not as when /i?r w,inton Eyes, and 
dif hevefd H air, were de(igned and m11na-

:ed, 

~be 3[ntt1Jl)uction. II 

1,ed, to charm and in{nare amorous Be­
holders: But, I d1d then, and do »ew con­
fider her,11s 11fter fhe had exprefl a vi(rble 
and facred Jorrow for her fenf.ualities; as, 
after thofe E7es had wept fu,h a flood 
of penitentùl te ars às did wafh, and,thRt 
hair had wip't, and fae mojl paffionately 
kifl thè feet of hen, and 011r /,!ejfèd Jefus .. 
And, I do now copfider, that becaufe /he 
lov'dmuch, not on/y mucb w,1s forgiven 
her, but that, befide that blefled bleffing 
6/ having her fins pardoned,foe alfo had 
from hi.>n a te/fiwony, that her Alablaf!er 
lox of precioru oyntment poured on his 
he11d and feet, and tbat Spik,enard, and 
thofe Spices that were by her dedicated t/J 
tmbalm and preferve his {acri·d body fron, 
putref ailion,fl,~uld fo far preferve !ber 0111 n 
memory, that thefe dem9nfir11tions of !1er 
f1111é!ifùd love, and of her olfù io1r,s, and 
generous gratitude,Jho11ld ber ecc ràe1l and 
mentionedwherefoever his Glj pcll fhr,ula be 
rcad; intending thereby, tha t ,1s his, fa 
hern11me/hould alfoliveto{u cccedingGe• 
ntr11tioT1s,even titi time {hall be no nure. 

Upon 
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Ji ft~e Jntrobuttion. 
_'llpon 0&&11/ion of whkh fair ex ample, I 

Jid lately look hack, and net wïthiut Jome 
&Pntent ( at leaft to my felf) th,t I hll'lle 
endeavDur'dto deferve the l,vt, and pre­
ft~'Pt the memory of mJ two dtceafetl 
frtends,Dr. D.onne,and Sir Henry Woc­
ton 6y 1e,l11r1ng the 'VAriotH employments 
11nd accuknts of theirLi'Ves:And,tho11gh 
!Jr. George Herbert ( whofe Lifel now 
tntend_ to wtite ) were to 111e II flranger 
11s to hts perfon: yet ftnce hç w,s .1-nd W4S 

WtJrt~y, to lie their friend; and/v:ry m11ny 
11( hu havt· been mine. Ijudge it may not 

• ~e un11ccept,~ble. to tbofa that knew anJ ,f 
l hem tn thel'r Ltves, or ,l~ now know their 
). ~ritin,(s~ t1? fee this Conjunllion of them 
111 :er thezr deaths; Wtthout 'Jllhich, m.1n7 
th,. ngs 1'hat· concern'dtbem,and {omethings 
thai co,-, 'ter, ~'d the Age in wbich the1 liv'd, 
wout. l 6, • lej. r perfetl, and loft to poflerity. 

For th, ife. Reafons I have 11ndert4lunif, 
and if I h,. flle frt'IJented a,;J abftr perfan,I 
heg f ,rdon, if 1. nm,and my'Rradtr. 

THE 

._ .. 

( r;) 
THE LIFE. 

GÉort.e Herbert was born the thitd 
day of .April,in the year of our lle­

d emption 1 ~93. The place of his Birth 
was near to the l own of lrf ontgomery, 
:ind in that Ca/1le that did then bear the 
name of th,t Town and County; that 
capte was then a place of State and 
Strength,and had been fucceffively hap­
py in the family of the Herberts,who had 
long poffeft it ; 2nd, with it, a plentiful 
Ell:ate,and hearts as liberal to their poor 
Neighbours: A famJy, that hath beea 
bleft with men of remarkable wifdom, 
and with a willingnefs to ferve their 
Countrey, and indeed, to do good to all 
Mankind; for which,they were eminent: 
But alas ! this fa1nily did in the lace Re;. 
bellion fuffer extremely in their El'.l:ates; 
and the heirs of that C4,(,lle,faw it laid le­
vel with that earth that was too good to 
bury thofe wretches that were the caufc 
of it.The father of our Ge~rge,was Riel,. 
,rd flerbert the Son of Eiward Herlurc 
~night ~ the Son of l{ich,rd Herhert 

Knishc, 
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14 ~be life or 
~night, the Son of the famous Sir Ri,h­
tirdHerbert of colebrook, in the County 
of Monmouth Banneret , who was the 
youngeft Brocher of tliat memorable 
~i!li'.tmHerber! Earl of Pembroke, chat 
l1v d in the Re1g11 of our King EJ1vard 
the founh. 

His Mocher was Magdalen Newport 
the youngell: D.1ughcer of Sir Richard' 
and Si~e~-toSir_Francis Newport of High 
Arka/1 m·the County of Salep Knight, 
and Grandfather of Franci,s Lord New• 
port,now Comptr~ller of His Majell:ies 
Hou/hold. A Family ,cha_c for rheir Loy­
a!ty ,have fuffered much 1n their Ell:aces, 
and feen the ruine of that excellent Stru­
él:ure, where tI1eir Ancell:ors have lono­
liv'd, and been memorable for thek 
Hofpitality. 

This Mother of George Herbert-(of 
~hofe perf?n, and wi[dom, and vertue,I 
1ntend co grve a crue accon nt in a feafon­
able place) was the happy Mocher • of 
feven Sons,and three Dauohcers which 
1hewould ofcen fay, was 1o6s n~mber; 

and 

liÔ 

.J, 

~r.Q5eoigelperbett. 15 

:ind as often biefs God, that they we~e 
neither defeétive in their füapes, nor 1n 
their reafon; and, often reprove them 
that did not praife Cod for fo great a 
bleffi11g, I fhall give the Reader a iliort 
accompt of their names, and, 11ot fay 
much of their Fortunes. ' ·' 

Edw,rd the eldefi was firll made 
Knight of the JJath , at that glori?us 
time • of • our lare Prince Henries bemg 
inftall·d Knigbt of the ~arter; and after 
rnany years ufeful Travel,and the att:i.in­
ment of many Languages , he was by 
King :f4mes ferit Amb~ffador Re~dent 
to the then French King , Lewu I 3· 
There, he continued. about two years ; 
bni:, he could not fubjeél: bimfelf co a 
compliance with the humours of the 
Duke de Ltûnes,who was then the great 
and powerful Favourite ac Court: fo that 
upon a corn plaint to our_ King, ~e was 
call'd back into England 1n fome d1fplea­
fure s but ac his return, he gave fach an 
honourable :iccount of his employmenr, 
;nd fo jaftified his comporcment to the 
•• - Duk~ 
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x, . Qtbe l..tfe of 
Duke, and ail the Coure, chat he was 
f uddenly fenc back upon the fame Em-, 
blffie, from which he return'd in the be­
ginning of the Reign of our gooc King 
ch,rles I. who m1de him fitft Baron of 
Ca{l!e-rpa11d; :ind not long aftcr of 
cberberie in the County of s,top: He 
111,s, ma11 ef great learni11g ,nel re11,fo»,111 
•ppears IJy his printed Book de ventate ; 
•nti, IJy l,is Hi/Jory of tl,e Reign of Ki11g 
Henry VIII, 11,nd 1,y JeverJ other 7'ricGls. 

The fecond and third Brothr~s were 
1t.ieh41J a11d William, who ventur•d their 
lives to purch1fe H->nour in the Wars 
of the Lo-,,, C@untrier, and dyed OJficers 
in chat employmenc. ch.cries was the 
fourch,anddyed Fc1lowofNent•Co0edge 
in oxford. Henry was the lixth,who b~ 
came a menial fervanc to the Crown 111 
the dayes of l(ing :1.e.wes ,and hat~ con­
tin11ed co be f o for fifcy years : darmg ail 
which time he h1th b,een Mafter of che 
R.evels; a pl:tce,that requires :i. diligent 
wifd 11n, wich which God hath bleft 
him. The f cvcnth Son was th,111,1, whe> • · · · · · · · being 

li ~r. Qveoige ,Pcrbcrt; 17 

being made Captain of a Ship in thac 
Fleet with which Sir Robert M an(eU was 
Cent agaillft Algiers • did there l11ew a 
fortunate and true Englifh valour. 

Of the three Sifl:ers, I need not fay 
more, then that they were ail married 
to perfons of worth, and plentiful for­
tunes; and,liv'd to be examples of.ver­
t11e, ·and. to do good in their Genera-. 
tians~ 

. . 

I now·come to giv.e my intended ac• 
counc of George, who was the fifth of 
thofe feven Brothers. 

George Herbert fpen·t much of his 
Childhood in a fweet content under the 
eye and careof his prudent Mocher, and 
the tuicion of a Chapbin or Tucor co 
him, and two of his Brothers in her own 
Family ( for {he was chen a Widow ) 
where he concinued, till about the Age 
of Twelve years ; :ind being at that 
time well infi:ruéled in the Rules of 
Grammar, he was not long afcer çom­
mended to the care of Dr. Neale (who 

B was 
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18 <!tbe life of 
was then Dean of 7'Veflminfler; and by­
him to the care of Mr. Ireland, who 
was then chief tl1afler of that School ;, 
where the beauties of his pretty beha-

• viour and wit , i11in'd and betarne fo 
erninent and lovely in this his innocent 
Age, that he feen1'd to be marked out, 
for piety, and to become the·care of 
.H eaven, and of a particular An~l to 
guard and guide him. And thus, he 
continued in that School, till he carne to 
be perfeél: in the learned Langu.iges, and 
efpeci3lly in the Greek Tongue, in 
which he afcer prov' d an excellent Cri­
tick. 

About the age of Fifteen, he, being 
then a Kings Scholar , \l'as eleél:ed out 
of chat School for Trinit y C:olledge in 
Cambridge, to which place he was cranf­
planted about the year 1608 .• And his 
prudent Mother wdl knowing, chat he 
might eafily lofe, or leffen that virtue 
a1'd innocence which her ad vice ancd ex­
ample had planted in his mind; did 
t.berefore procure the generous and libe-

ral 

œr♦ ~eo1ge,11>etbett; l~ 

ral Dr. Ne'l.lil, who was then Déan of 
c,nterbffrJ , and Mall:er of that C9l­
Iedge, to take him into bis par.1ücular, 
care, and provide him .a Tut ors ,whiçh. 
he did moll,glaçlly uncleriake ,.,fot he: 
knew: the,i!x<;dlencies,qf: his Mo:t-her,; 
and h~w to value fuch a,fti~ndiliip; . •, . •• ,. 

This was the method of his Educa.,; 
tion, till he was fetlecd in Cambridge, 
V:here we will leave him in his Study,, 
t1_ll I have paid my prornis'd account,of 
h1s excellent Mother, and I will endei­
vour to make it ihort. 

I have told her Birth, her M.arriage, 
and the Nu1nber of her Children, and, 
have given fome /horr account of them: 
I ihall next tell the Reader, th:it her 
Husband dyed when our George was a­
bout the Age of fouryears :and that!he 
continued twelve years a Widow: that 
file then married happily to a Noble 
Gentleman, the Brother and Heir of 
t~e L?rd Dan-vers Earl of Danby, who 
d1d lughly. value bath ber perfon and 
m,l.)ilexctlleut endowments of her mind. 

B 2 tn 
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20 ·~be JLife or 
In this time of her Widowhood, lhe 

being defirous to give EdJJ1ard her eldeft 
fon, fnch advantages of Learning, and 
other educacion, as might beft fute his 
bit'th :ind fortune; and, thereby make 
hhn the more fit for the fervice of his 
Councrey: did at hi5 being of a fit age, 
remove from Montgomery Ca(lle with 
l1ini, and {orne of her younger fons to 
oxford; and , having entred Edward 
into GJucens Co/leigt, and prov1ded h1m 
a fit TÜtor, lhecornmended him to his 
care; yet, fhe continued there with 
him, and fl:ill kept hirn in a moderate 
awe of her felf: and fo much under her 
own eye, as to fee and converïe with him 
d:lily ; but fhe mat1aged this power over 
hiin without any fuch rigid fowrenefs,as 
might make her corn pan y a torment co 
her Child; but, with fuch a fweetnefs 
and compliance with the recreacions and 
pleafures of yourh, as did in~li~e hi~ 
willingly to fpend much of h1s urne 1n 
the company of his dear and carefid 
Mother: which wa5 to her greac con-

• tenr J 

fJlar. Q5eo1ge ll>ttbert. • 2t 

. tent ; for the would often fay, 7 hat lfS 

tJNr bodies take a n011rifhment f,1111/;le to 
the meAt on which ,ve feed: {o) our Souls 
do ,u infen(ibly take in Vice by the Ex11m­
plc or .Converfation with wicked Compa­
ny: and, would therefore, 3S often l:iy, 
That ignorance of Vtce w,u the bejl pre­
fervation of J7erttJe: and, That t_he very 
knorvledge of Wickednefs ,iv,u rJJ t1nàer to 
in~ame And kindle fin,and t~ kerp Jt b11rn­
ing: For thefe rea[ons,fl1e mdeared h1m 
to he:; own company , and c?ntinued 
with him in oxford four ye:irs: 1~ wh1ch 
time, her great · and hdrmle(s _mit, her 
che11rful gravity, and her o~ltcgtng be­
haviour gain' d ber an acquamtJncc .. nd 

' f • friendlbip with mofi o 2ny emment 
worth or learning,th:it were ar that tune 
in or ne3r thac Unive1fity: :ind particu~ 
larly, with Mr. ;John Donne, who the_n 
came acc1denrally to r hat pl:·ce, m t h1s 
time of her t-ieing there: 1t was t/1:it 

:John Donne who was after Dr. Donne, 
and Dean of St, Pauls London: and he 
at his leaving oxford, writ and left 

B 3 rhere 
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2.z ~be ILife of 
t_here a Charaéter of the beauties of 
her body and mind; of the fi1fr he 

' fayes, 

No . Spring nor Sum!l"1er-beauty hu 
(Juch gracc 

'As I have fecn in an Aatumnal /ace. 

Of the latter he fayes, 
ln aH her words to every hearer fit 

Tou may at Revels, or at Council fit, 

T~e r_efl: of her Charaéter, may be 
read m hts prmted Poems, in that Ele­
gy which bears the name of the Au• 
tumnal BeaMty. For hoth he and the 
were then paft the Meridian of 1nans 
I·c 11e. 

T bis Amity begun at this time , and 
pla~e, was not an Amity that polluted 
the1r_Souls; but, an .Amity made up of 
a chain of futable inclinations ak'ld ver-

tues; 

f!J.!3r. ~eo~ge ll>etbert. -:z3 
tues; an Amity, like that of St. cbry· 
foftomsto his dear and vertuous olhnpi-
111; whom, in his Letters, he calls his 
Saint: Or, an Amity inde,'d more like 
that of St. Hierom to his Paula; whofe 
affetl:ion to her was fuch ! tbat he turn'd 
Poec in his old Age, and then macte !1er 
Epitaph; wifhing, ail his Body were 
turn' d into Tongues, that he might de­
clare her jufl: praifes co Pofterity. And, 
this Amity betwixt her and Mr. Donne, 
was begun in a happy time for hün, h,~ 
being then about the Fortieth yeJr of 
his Age ( which was fome years before 
he entred into Sacred Orders: ) A time, 
when his necellities needed a daily fup­
ply for the fupport of his Wife, feven 
Children, and a F:imily : And, in this 
time {he prov'd one of his mofl: bounti­
ful Benefaétors ; and he, as grateful an 
acknovi·ledger of it. You may cake one 
Tefii1nony of what I have faid, from 
this following Letter, and Sonnet, 

Bi4 MADAM, 
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i4 C!t~e i!.ire or 
MADA'M, 

1
your Favours to me are every 
• where; I u(e them , and have 
them, I enjoy the,n at London, 11nd 
lea_ve them there; and yet, find them at 
M:cham: Such Riddles as thefe, become 
thrngs unexpreffi/Jle; and, Juch ;. your 
goodnefs. Iwas almoft forry to find your 
Servant here th~ dq,becaufa I was loth 
to h,:ve any wttnej~ of my not coming 
ho7:1e lafl N_1ght,a11d1ndeed of my coming 
tbu Morntng: But , my not coming was 
ex_c11(able , becaufa carne(! hufinefs de­
tain d me ; and my coming thi. day, is 
hy the ex ample vf your St. Mary Magda­
]en, rvho_ rofe early ~po»Sunday, to feek 
that rvhtch fhe lov d mo(l, and fo did I • 
.A.nd,fro1n her and my felf, I ret11rn Juch 
thanks as 11,e due to one to whom we 11111e 

110 the good opinion, that they wh,111 we 
need mofl, have of m-Bvthi. Meffen­
ger, 11nd on thù good d11y, Î commit the 
inclofed Holy Hymns and Sonnets 
( which for the matter, not the workman• 
fhip,have yet efcap' dlbe fire) to yo11rjudg-

ment, 

~t.111>eo1ge l)erbert. 25 

mtnt; 11nd to 'yo11r proteélion too, if JOII 

.think them worthy ef it; and I have ap­
pointed this inclofed Sonnet to 11foer them 
to your happy h11nd. 

Y our unworthiefl Servant ; 

Micham., 
July , 1. 

1ôc7 

unlefs your accepting him, 

have mended him~ 

1o, De1111e. 

To the Lady ~ agdalen 
Herbert, of St. Mary 
Magda/en. 

(tance 

H Er of your name, whofe fair inberi­
Bethina was ,a;1dj ointHre I\-1agdalo: 

An allive faith fo highly did advance, , 
'Ihat p,c once kneiv,more than the churcn 

(did knJIJI 
'[l,e 
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26 (11:~e 11.ife or 
The Re[urre0.:ion ; fa m11ch good therc is 
Deliver'à of her,that fome Fathers he 

Loth to he/jeve one Wornan could do thü·. 
But, think thefe Magdalens were t,n,0 0; 

( three. 
In,reA[e their num/;er, Lady, And their 

(/ame .­
Tu their Devotion,adJ JOflr Innocence. 

'I11ke Jom11chefth'examp!e,11s efthe name: 
The latter hal(; and in fome recompenc; 

'.Ihat they did har/;our Chrifl: himfelf, a 
(Guefl. 

Harhour thefe Hymns, to hi, dear namé 
(addrejl, 

J. D, 

Thefe Hymns are now loft to us.· 
but, doubtlefs they were [uch, as they 
two now fing in Heaven, 

There might be more demon{hati­
ons of the Friendlhip, and the màny fa­

, cred Indearments benvixt thefe two 
txc.ellent per~ons ( for I have many of 
the1r Letttrs 1n my hand ) and rnucli 

more 

V 

i 
1 

1 

e.15r. Ol>eo~ge ll.>ttbctt. z7 
more might be faid of her greac· pru­
dence and piety ; but mr defign was not 
.towrite hers, but the life of her Son; 
and therefore 1 il1all only tell my Rea· 
der that about that very day twency 
yea;s chat chis Letter was dated, :ind 
fent J~er, lfaw aod heard this Mr. :fohn 
D.onne ( who was then Dean ?f St. 
p at1ls ) weep , :ind preach her Funeral 
Sermon, in che Parifh-Church ot che!­
fey oear London, where the now refis in 
J1er quiet Grave , and where \~e mufl: 
now leave her and return to 11tr S~n 
George, whom 'we left in his Study 1n 
Camhridge, 

And in Ca111briàge we may find out 
Georl)e Her/;erts behaviour to be fuch, 
tha.è' we may conclude, -he confecrated 
the •firft fruits of bis early age to ver­
tue 3nd a ferious fiudy of learmng. And 
tha~ be did fo, this following Le.rter an~ 
Sop.net which were in the fidl: rear or 
hls going to Cambridge, [~nt !11s de:.ir 
M9ther for a New-years g1fc) n13y 3p­
pear to be fome tefl:imony. 

-Eut 
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lî!C~e lif e of 
- But I /ear th h 

ague hath dryed u the eat_ ef m1 late 
Scholars {ay the Mp{i ofef}rtngs,6y whicl, 
hahitations , u u es "fe to taire up their 

" 

, • non,ever I d 
etp, to reprD'tle th ~ rue not their 

L11Ve-poem1, that :r van,~y D( t_hofe many 
fecrated to ·venu e da1!1 wr1t and con­
few are writ tha:} n;r f() 6ewail that fo 
fleo>ven F, 00 f()11Jards Cod ,u,J 
( 

. • or my own pa t 
tear Mothe•) . . r • my meaning 

tleclare my re{oÎtJti 
15 111 ~hefe Sonnets, to 

Ahilttics in Poetr o11flto /4 e' that my poor 
co11facratedtoGodY,, ,ai be 11!!, a11d ever 

sg,ory. A11d-

'1\;r; , TGod w • -"' ~ ' here 15 th4t ancient heat 
Whirewith . whole fh F towards thee, 

ow s ef Martyrs 

Jtefides their other ftame~ once did 611rn, 
Wear Venus Live ., • Dorh Poetr7 
WIJy are not Sonn:/s • 011

~ farve her turnl 
maae if thee l 1111tJ 

Upon thine Altar 6 ( l111e1 
He1ghten" n.. . N~nt'!C4n11ot tl,y love 

Ir trtt tu J eund O#t thy praifa 
As 

.. $Jt.,4DeotUe ll)erbett. i9 

·A,11iéP-_ .,,, pie ? C•nnot thy Dove 
d•t-/1:rip thtir Cupid ea(,ly ,,, (light ? 
or, fincethJr,.1yes 11re de1p,and /iO the 

. (/ame, 
Will not" 'tltr Je r11n f 1110,th thM us tby 

(,ume! 
Why doth th,t pre, whith "1 tby power .1nJ , 

. . • { might 
Each brea{I does feel, no braver f11el 

t choo{t 
Than that, which ene day, Worms, ma1 

( chance refufe. 

Sure Lord, there is enough il' thee to dry 
o.eans of Ink; for, tU the Deluge diJ 
Cover the Earth,f, doth thy Majeµy: . 

'Ji.ach Clond diftiUs thy prai{e, and doth 
(forbiJ 

Poets to turn it to another ufe. 
Rofes 11nd Lillics / pealt thee,and to makt 
À pair of cheeks of them, iG thy ahHfo. 

Why foo,"dl Womens eyesforChryflal 
( take? 

f ••h poor it1-Ptntion iurns in their ler1 
(mintl, 

WhP{t 
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/ 

G. H. 

• This was his refolution ac tl1e fend­
ing this Letter to his dear Mother. a­
bout which cime, he was in theSe;en­
teenth year of his .Age ; and, as he 
grew older, fo he gre,w'in learning, and 
more and more in favour both with God 
~nd man: infomucb, that in this morn­
mg of that /bore day of his life be 
feem'd robe mark'd out for venue: and 
to become the care of Heaven. for 
God fl:i!J kepc Iiis foul in fo holy a f;ame 
that he may, and oughc to be :t patter~ 
of verrue to ail pofterity; and efp~<:ial· 
ly, to his Brethren of the CJergy , of 

which 

fl@r. Qi5eoage U,erbert. 31 

" which the Reader may expe& :a more 
exaél: account in whac will follow. . 
• I need not declare that he waSc a fl:na 

- Scudent, becaufe, .chat !1e ~as fo, there 
will be many tefhmomes m the future 
part ot his life, I {h:ill therefore on\y 
tell chat he was made Minor Fellow 1n 

the' year 16ô9. B11tcbelor of Art in the 
year 161 r.M.tjor Fe!low of thec~!ledge, 
Mar,h 1 5. I6I 5. And, chat 1n chac 
year , he w~s alfomade M after of Arts~ 
being then m the_ 22d year of his Age, 
durioo ail which urne, ail, or the great· 
efr di~erfion from his Study , was the 
praétice of Mufick,in whi~h• he became 
a greatMafter; a~d of v.:h1ch,h~ woul~ 
fay, That it did rtiieve hu droopz1:g f}t­
rits, compofe his diffraéfed tho11ghts ,,ind, 

~ 1·aife bis weary Soul fo far a~~vehE~rth, 
J th11t it gave him an etJrnefl o1 t e Joy~s 

-!'j of He.iven,hefore he poff.efl the~. And lt 
may be noced, thac tro1n h1s firft en­

... crance into the Colledge , the gen~­
,l rous Dr. Nevil was a cheriih~r o( bis 
:i) Studies, and• fuçh a lover of lus perfob~~ 

'~ 
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32 (!):be JLife of 
his behaviour, and the excellent endow; 
ments of his mind, that he took him 
often into his own company, by which 
he confirm'd his native gentilenefs ; and, 
if during rhis time he expreft any Er­
ror, it was, that be kept himfelf roo 
much retir' d, and at too great a diftance 
with all his inferio11Jrs ; and, his C loaths 
feem•d to prove, chat hc put too greac · 
a value on his parts and parentage. . 

This may be fomc account of his 
difpoficion, and of the employment of 
his time , till he w:is Mafter of Arts, 
which was Anno I 61 5. and in the year 
1619. lie waschofenQratorforthe U­
oiverfity. His two precedent Orators, 
were Sir R1ber1 Nanton, and Sir Franci. 
Netherfo/1: The firft was not long after 
made Secretary of Stace; and,Sii• Fran­
cis, not long after his being Orator, was 
made Secretary to the Lady Elizabeth 
~een of Bobemia, In this place of 
Orator, our George Herbert continued 
eight years; and manag'd it with as be­
coming, and grave a gaity, as any had 

ever 

~r. ~eotgt lpetbert. 33 
ever before, or fince his rime. For, He 
had acquir' d great learning,and WtU /Jle(f 
with a higb fancy, a civil ,md Jl,arp wit, 
,and with. a natural ilegance, hoth in hi. 
/Jebaviour, hi tongue, and hi,s pen. Of 
ail wfüch, there mighc be very many 
parcicular evidt:nces, but I will limit my 
felf to the mention of but r hree. 

And· the firll: notab'e occafion of 
fhewing his firnefs for this employment 
of Orator, was manifclled in a Letrer to 
King !f ames, who had fent the Univer­
ficy his Book, cJlled Biifllico» Doron; 
and their Orator was to acknowledge 
this great lionour, and rerurn thefr gra­
titude to His Majelty for fuch a conde• 
fcention ; ac the clo[e of which Letter, 
he writ, • 

:?..:!1i.J (";,1icttnam BoJteianamque ufji;û hofpes '. 
V1iirn; ejl nu/,i, Bibiùtl•,ca Libtr. 

This Leuer was wrir in fuch exce1Jenc 
Latin; was fo full of Conceits and 311 

the expreffions [o [ured ro rhegenlU!of 
the King, that he inquired die Orati rs 

C name, 

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of University of Illinois Library 



34 lf!r~c lite of 
rnrrne,and then ask'd WiUi,m Eatl of 
Peml>roke, if he knew him? whofe an­
fwer was, Tbat be knen, him ver'~ n,eU; 
•nd,thAt be w,u bi,s Kin/man.but be lov'd 1 

him more for bu lear11i11g andvertue,t/,1111 
fur tb,it he w,u of hi,s n,ime and family. 
At which anfwer the King fmil'd , and 
ask'd the Earl leave, tbat be might io'Ve 
him too; for, he tqo/: him to he the :Jewel 
,f th,tUniverfity. 

Thenext occafion that he had to thew 
his great Abilities, was, with them, to 
a1ew alfo his great affeétion to that 
Church in which he received his B4p­
tif m ; and, of which he profefr himfelf 
a men,ber, and the occafion was this: 
Then: was one Ànt/rew Melvin, .a Gen­
tleman of Scotl1111d, who was in his own 
Countrey potfefr wich an averfnefs , if 
not a hatred of Church·governmerJt by 
Bifoops ; and, he feem'd to have a like t 

averfnefs to our manner of Puhlicle Wor• 
fl,ip, and of cl,11,ch-prayers and Ceremo• 
nies. This Gentleman had travail'd 
Fr,nce, and refided fo long in Ce11t1111,as , 

to 

Q1r + eeo1gc ll>ttbttt~ 'B-5 
to have his Opinions the more confirrri'd 
in him by the praétice of thar plaeè1 
from which he ren1rn'd into Engl•nd 
fome thort time before, or immed1aceiy 
after Mr. Herbert was made Or.ttor. This 
Mr. Mtlvinwas a man of learning, and 
was the Mafrer of a great wit, a wit full 
of knots and clenches: a wit tharp and 
fatyrical; exceeded, I think,by aone of 
chat Nation, but their Bucanon. At Mr. 
Jielvins return hither, he writ and fcat­
tered in Latin, many pieces of his wi< 
~gainft our .Altars, our Pr.t1ers, and our 
Public/: Worfoip of Cod; in which;Mr. 
Herl,ert took himfelf to be fo much 
concern'd, that as faft as },te/vin· wrlt 
and fcatter'd them,Mr.Herbert writan« 
fcatter' d anf wers, and refleétions of the 
fame lharpaefs, upon him and them; I 
think,to the facisfoltion of al! un-inga­
ged perfons. Bnt,this Mr.Melvin,was 
not onl y fo bufie ag:iinfi the church, bue 
at laft fo bold with the King and State, 
that he rail'd, and writ himfelf into the 
Tm,r; at which time, the Lady .Ar11• 

C :1. •ell, 
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J6 Qtbe JLif c of 
be/la was an innocent prifoner there; 
and) be. plea1' d himfel~ much Ï!1 fend­
ing the nexc day after h1s Comm1tmenc, 
•thefe two Verfcs to the good Lady; , 
which I will under•wrice, becau[e they 
rnay.give the ReJder a tafl:e of his o­
thers, .which were like chefe. 

. CJifa ,·ibi n, ·um· /jl com1minis, CarcerY, 0rfl-­
• Bèlla; tib, cauf,1, • eft, v-'lr.1qu~ facra 1mln. 

' 
. •-llhall not trouble my Reader -ivich an 
-ac.count of his enlargen1enc from chat 
P,rjfon, or his Death; but tell him, Mr. 
·n..e:1:be~·ts Verfes were thoughc fo worrhy 
to b!! preferv' d , that Dr. Duport the 
learcned Dean of Peterborough, h:1th 
lat~Iy· colleél:ed, and caus'd them ~o be 
prinred, ~s an honourable memonal of 
nis f~iend Mr. George Herbert, :m .. d the 
Caufe he undercook. 
• And, in or der to my third, and lafr " 
obfervacion of his great Abilicies, it 
will be needful co declare, that about 
this cime King f ames ca1ne very ofcen 

(ljr. Qi5coigc )l>erbert. 37 
and was ahnofl: as ofcen inviced to Cam­
bridge, where his entertainment was fu­
ted co his p!eafant humor ~, . 'lb 

b ".,../.i uma• 
and where Mr.George Her ert .z,r. Ignur.1• 
was to welcome him with mus. 

Grat11ldtio,,1s,and che Applau" 
Jes of an orator; which he alwayes 
perform'd fo w:11, that he _fiill grew 
more into the Kmgi favour; mfomuch, 
that he had a particular appointment co 
attend His Majefiy ac Ro7fion, where af­
ter a Difcourfe wich h1m, His Majefty 
àeclar'd co his Kinfman,the Earl of Pem­
bruke, T hat he founà the Or~tors {ç.irning 
1tnd wifdom, much abovc hu age or wrt; 
The year followmg, the King appoint­
ecl to end His progrefs ac Ca,vbridge,and 
to ftay there certain <layes; at \Vhich 
time he was attended by the great Se­
creta;y of Nature, and ail Learning, Sir 
Fr,ncis B11con ( Lord P irulam) and by 
tl<ie ever men1or:1ble and learned Dr. An-

io hune at New market and .Royflon; 
and 

drews Bilhop of Wincbefler,bo;h \11'.hicfl 
did at that cime begin a defir d fnend-• 
lhip with our orat11r. Upon whom the 

~. · C 3 firft 
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3~ G:~e Il.ire ot 
fitfrput fuch a value on his judgemenc; 
that l1e, ufually defir' d his approbation, 
before be would exp of e any of his Books 
to be princed ~ and thought hiin fo wor­
thy of hisfriendlhip,that having Tran• 
fiated many of the Prophet David, 
Pfalms· into Englilh Verfe, he made 
Gt6Yge Ilerhert his Patron of them, by a 
poblick dedication of them to him, as 
the beft Judge of Divine Poetr7 • . And, 
for the learned Bi01op, it is obfervable, 
t·hat at that time, there fell to be a mo­
deft debate about Predeflination , and 
S411flity oftife; ofbothwhicb,the Ora-
tôr did not long after fend the Bilhop 
Come fafe and u[efnl Aphorif ms,in a long 
Letter written in Greek; which, was fo 
remarkable for the language, and mat• 
ter,thac afcer the reading of ir, the Bi-
1hop put it into fris bofom, and did often 
ihew it to Scholars, boch of this, and t 
foneign Nations; but did alwayes re­
tum it back to the place where he firft 
lodg'd it, and continu'd ic fo near his 
héatt, till the laft dayof his life. . 

'.'fe> 

f!l!)r. ~eome llietbert~ 39 
1'0 thefe, I might add the 1'ing and 

intire friendfuip betwixt him and Sir 
Henry Wotton,and Dr, Donne,but lhav~ 
promis'd to colraét ~ felf, and thall 
therefore only dd ,6ne teftimony to 
what is alfo me tioned in the Life of 
Dr. Donne; namtly, that a little before 
his death, he caufed ma11y Seals to be 
made,and in them to be ingraven the fi­
gure of Chri/1 rruâfied on an Anchor, 
which i& the emblem 0f hope , and of 
whichDr. Donne would oftenfay,crux 
mihi Anchora, Thefe Seals, he fent co 
moft of thofe friends on which he put a 
value, and, ac Mr. H trherts death,thefe 
Verfes were found wrapt up with that 
Seal whîch was by the Doctor given to 
him. 

When my dear Friend,could write no 111ore, 
,He gave thi. Sea)> and,fo g,ve ore. • 

(Jure, 
When winds ,wd waves rife highefl,I am 
'Iliil Anchor keeps my Faith) th11t, me fe• 

( Ctirt, 
C4 Ac 
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• 49 E!;be lif e of 
• •. At this time of beîng orator, h<: 11ad : 
learnc to underfiand the Jtaùan, Span,jb, 
a~dlfrencb Tong_ues very perfeétly; ho­
pmg, thac as h1s Predecdfor;. fo Lie 1 

rnight in t1me actain the place of a se .. 
,r~tary of State, being then high in the 
Kmgs favour; auç, not meauly valued 
andJov'd by che mofr eminenr and mol!: 
powerful of the Coure Nobility: This, 
,ind the love of. :,i Courc,converfa.tion 
mixt with a faudab e ambition co be 
fomeching more then he d1eo was,drew 
lum often from CambJidge to attènd 
Jht J<ing, wl10 then gave him aSine 
Cure, which fell into His Majef!ies dif­
pofal, l chink ,by .the.dei th of the BiJbop 
of Sr . .A faph. lt .was the fame, chac 
~een Elizabeth had formerly given co 
her Favounce$1r Philip Sidney ; and va­
ltied co _be worch ·120 I. per Annum. 
W1ch dus, and his Amrnicy, and the ad- f_ 

vancage of his Colledge, and of his I\ 
Oratoril11p, he enjoy' d his gencile hu- ,I 

mour for< loaths, and Court-Jike com­
r.1ny, and feldom look'd towards Cam- 1 .... 

fridg,, 

• ~r. ®eouie Jl>ttbert. 4r 
· bridge; unlefs the King were ther.e~ 3:11d 
then he never fail' d ; buc,at other nmes, 
left the manage of h1s Orators place, t0 
his learned friend Mr. Herbert Thorn~ 
dike, who is now Prebend of Weftmin-. 

flerj m:iy not omit to te 11, that'_.hé h~d 
often defign'd to leave the Un1verfity, 
:md dedine ail Study, which he judg'd 
did impair his heahh ; for he had a body 
apt toJ con{~mption, _and to !evers, and 
ocher infi1 m1t1ts wh1ch he iudg d were 
increas'd bv bis Studies ; for he would 
often fay, Éiehadaf!fit, likea Pen,,/eni(e 
in a narrow sheath, too fbarp for his Body: 
But bis Mother would by no 1n:ans al­
low him to le:.ive the Univerfity, or to 
Travel; to whi,h, though he inclin'd 
very much, yet he would by no me:ms 
facisfie his own defires 3C fo de:.ir a rate,as 
to prove: :.in undutiful Sûn to fo aff~étio~ 
nace :i Mother; but, did alwayes fubmit 
to her wifdom: And, what I have notv 
faid, may parcly appear in a Copy of 
Verfes in his prii,ced Voems; • cis one of 

thofe 
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ij;i tbt life or 
thofe_that bears the title of .Afflitlion _. 
And lt appears to be a pious reBedion 
on G_od~ _providence, and fome pall'ages 
pf 111s lite, and in which he fayes, 

-w· Hereo my /Jirth and f}irit rat lier 
1 ( took 
. The w,1y th,it ttike1 the Town_. 
fhp11 did'ft /Jetray me to II li»gri»g 

( Book, 
.A11J wr,1p me i11 a GfhP» 

'r WM inta·,gled in "World of flrife, 
Before I h11d the power to change my 

( lijè, 

ree fi, 1 thre,1tned oft the Siege to 
( raife, 

. Not /impring ,1/l mine ttge: 
7'/Jos often dulp wtth. 4cademick praife, 
, ldelt, ,i.,d dif/olve my r,1ge; 
rteol the /wettned Pi/l, ti/1 1 came 
, ( where 
l t111/d 1111 go ""'"J, nor perfe'llere, 

r,,; 

' 013r. G5eo1ge t,erbert~ 43 
ret, te4ft perch1111çe, I jbo11IJ tio h11pp7 /Je 

In 111y unhappinefs; 
,i,;,niPg my purge to food, ths• throwefl 

(me 
Jnto more (zckne({es. 

'f'hm doth thy power,Crofs-/Jy41 me• ~o# 
( mak,ng 

'lhi11e or,11 gifts good; yet, ,., /rom 1h1 
( w,1yes taking. 

Now 1 ,m here • 'What thou wilt do with 
(m,. 

None of mJ Books will fbew : 
I re11d' ilnJ figh , 11nd wi/b I were " 

(Tree, 

For then JNrt I jboultl gr,w 
,: 0 fr11it ,, fbl!tie; at leiifo, fan,e Bi,J 

( woNld tru{l 

B" HiHfhold with me, 1111d I r,;01111 /Jt 
. (1•/1. 
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44 , , ~be JLife or 
Tet, t/Jough ;hou troT1blejl me, Imrt{l f,i 

. . (meek; 
In weaknefs mnft !Je flout: • 

Weil, I wi/l ch11nge my fervice14nd '?O 
.. 0 

·.. •• Some other M11fler o11t: 
(faek 

.Ah . • my de11r Goi ! tho11uh I • l ~ am c eiln 

(/orgot, 
Let me not love th.ee, if , 1 I iovc thee 

'(not; 

In this tîm f M • ance and e..,pe:,_ 0 
. r.fll er!Jerts attend.: 

cafio · " 14 ano~ 0 fome good oc-

t 
.Cn to remove hrm from c11mbrid?e 

o ourc • God • / h " , u fi Ch . ' m w 10m t ere is an 
n een am of Caufes, did in a lhorc 

time 

~r.€ico:11c tl)ctbcrt. 4s 
timeput an end to.tbe lives of. tw.o of 
hi~ 1npfl: oblieging and moft. p9werful 
frierids, Lodowick Duke of Richmond, 
and f a111es Marquefs of li 11mittôn ; and 
riot .lonu after him, King ;James dyed, 
and :witg them, al! ~Ar. Herbert's Court­
hopes: So that he prefèntly betook 
himfelf to a retreat from L~ndon , to a 
friend Ï!l K cpt, w here he liv' d very pri­
v:itèly, and was fuch a lover of folitari-• 
nèfs, aswas judg'.d to imp:iir his health. 
ln this time of Retirement, hë had ma­
ny confliéts with hi1nfelf, \,Vhether he 
lhou14 return to the painted plèafures 
of aCourt-life',ô~betakehimfeff to a 
ftudy of Divinit:y, and enter i~to S.:icred 
Orders: ( to which his dear M9ther had 
of ten perf waded him) Thef~'iy~refuch 
confliéts, as they only eau kriôw',.'chat 
have endur' d thé:m; for, a1nbitious de­
fires , and the outward. gloty'\'bf this 
W orld, :ire not eafily laid :iµdc' 1 but , 
at lafr, Cod in clin' d h~m to prit i,)n ~ t:eli3-
lution to fcrve at hïs· Altar, •. , .•. ·: .. • 
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4s ~be ltre or 
. ~e did at his r_eturn to Lom/011; ac- ! 

qu:unt a C~urt-fnend with bis refoluti-
-0n to ei:i~er IDtO S 4&rtd Orders, wno per-
f waded Ium to alter it, as too mean an 1 

e~ployment, and too mach below • his 
birth, and the excelJenc abilities and 
endow~ents of his mind ... To whom 
Jierephed, It hath 6een formert1 j,11dg',I. 
that the D1meflicle Serv,1nts of the Kinl 
,f H eave», fl,111/d 6e of tht no/Jlefl F ,w,i-
/ies on E4r,th _: and, t4111gl, the lni1Jllit1 
of the la.te Times have m;1de clergy-men 
me~t, v11!11ed, Ana the [4t:rtt1. 11Amt ,f 
Prtt/1 ~onterJJftible; yet, r wilt /a6ot1r to 
malee _st l,mo11r16/e~6y confec.r~~Îng all mJ 
/e4r111ng,And ail my p11or a61/1tie1, to 4Jf. 
'114N&t tb.e -glor7 of that Got/ 1)11,t garve 
.lhem S le111wi11g, JbAt I can 1;eve; i,lo 1,, 
•ucl, f,r.bim, that hathdom famnêhfor 
lllt,"4lo.ma/eeme AChrijlian. Andlwi/1 
/,.6,11~~0 k like m7SAvi111r, bJ ,m11kifl{f !; 
H11mJ/11y _love!y in the eyes of 41/men, 
.tnà 6y follmJ111g the mercifnl anJ meei 
txamp!c 1/ my tlear :Je/N4. • 

This was then hi5 refolution, and the ~ 
God 

fJr. eseoige 1Pttbett~ 47 
God of· Conftancy, w ho in tended him 
for a great exam, !e ~f virtue,continued 
him in it s fer wuh1n that year he was 
made Deacon, but the day when, or by 
whom I cannot learn; but that he was 
about that t1me made Deacon , iS'moft 
certain ; for I find py the Records of 
Li11eoln that he was made Prebend of 
Layton Èccle(,a, in the Dioces of Lin-. 
coin, fuly 15. 1626. and that this Pre.: 
bend was given him, by :fobn,then Lorl 
Bifliop of that See. And now,he had a 
fic occafion to iliew that Piecy and 
Bounty that w:is deriv'd from bis gene­
rous Mother, and his other m"morable 
Ancetl:ors, and the occafion was this. 

This LAJtBn Eccleft,i, is a Village 
near to Sp,ilden in the Counry oF H11n· 
tington, and che greateft part of the Pa­
riili Church was faln down, and chat of 
which ftood, was fo dec:iyed, fo litde, 
and fo ufelefs , that the Parilhioners 
could not meet to perform their Dut y 
to God in publick prayer and praifes;, 
11nd thus ic had beenfor aimoft '.lo yea~, 

10 
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4'8 tm:be .tif e of 
in whic.h time there had been foniefaint 
endeavours for a publick Colleélion, to 
enable the Paril'hioners to rebuild .ié; 
but, with no f uccefs,till Mr. H erb,rt un­
dertook.it ; and he; by his own,:i.nd the 
contriquçion of rnany of his Kindred, 
:ind other, noble Friends, undertook the 
Re-edificadon of Ït; · and, made it fo 
much hi~ whole bufinefs,tbat he became 
reftlefs, tiH he faw it finitht as it now 
flands ; being, for the wor k1nanlhip; a 
cofilv Mofaick: for the forni, an exaéf 
Crofs ;/ and, for the decency and beau-. 
ty, l am :iffur' d it is the moll: remark­
able Parilh-Church,that this Nation af­
fords.He liv'd to fee ic fo Wainfcoaced, 
as to be exceeded by none; and, by his 
order,the Reading Pew,and Pulpir,were 
alitde di/1::tnc from each ocher,and both 
of .an equal height ; for, he would ofc­
en fay, They fho11!d neither have a prece· 
dencytr priority of the other .- b11t, that 
Pray~rand Preaching being eq11t1l!y 11/e­
ful,might 11,grec like Brethren, and hive 
1111 cquai honour and eff imation. 

Before 

@Br. QDeoige lÎ)erbcrt. 49 
Before I pro,eed farther, I rnufl: look 

b:itk to the tirtle of Mr. Herb!rts being 
made Prebend, and tell the Reader,that 
not long after, his Mother being in~ 
form'd of h:s intentions to Rebuld that 
Church ; and, apprehending the great 
trouble and chargt that he was like to 
draw upon hirnfdf, his Relations , and 
Frieods, before it could be finilhc,, fenc 
for hitn from London to cbelf,y ( where 
he then dwe:t) and ac his coming,faid-­
George, I fent for you; to perfttade J'OU to 
commit Simo/'Jy, by giving yo1er Patrcn as 

: guod a gift tt-s he hM givcn to jo11 ; name· 
1 

• /y, tbat yougive him b1tck bis Prelnnd; 
for, George, it is tzot for your weak body, 
and empty purfe, to undertake to build 
Churcbu, 1 owhich~he delir'd he mighc 
have a Day es time co conlider, ;1nd then 
make her an Anfwcr: And :ic his re­
turn to herac thenext Day,when he had 
firll: defired ber bleffing, 2nd lhe given 
it him, his nexc requell: was, 7 hat {l,e 
would at the Age of Thirty three rear_ç, 
11l!ow him to become ,m t1nd11tif11! Spn ; 

D for, 
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5 o iQt~e lif'e of 
for ,he hMl made a ki11d of row to G~d,th11t , 
if he wcre able , hc rv1Juld Re-but!d that il 
chrtrch: And then, fhew·d her fuch rea- ~ 
fons for his refolution, that fhe prefent• ,;f 

ly fubfcribed to be one of h_is_ Ben~­
faétors, and undertook tofolhc1t Wtl• 
li.tm Earl of Pembroke, to be :inother, 
,vho fubfcribed for 50 l. :ind not long 
after, by a witty, and perf uafive Letter ; • 
from Mr. Htrbert, made it 50 l. mort', ";i 

And in this nomination of fome of his ti 
Benefa~ors, 1-ames Duke of Leno.'(,and p 
bis brother Sir Henry Herbert, oughr. to i< 

be remembred ; and the bounty of Mr. ' • 
Nichollf!-Farrer, and Mr. :John Wood­
pot; theone,a Gentleman in the Neigh­
bourhood of LA-Jtim, and the otker, a 
Ooldfmith in Fo/hr-lt1ne,London, onght 
net to be forgotten; for the memory ,, 
of fuch men onght to out-live their i' 
lives, Of Mr ,F arrer, I lhall hereafrer i ! 
give an account in a more feafonable \ 
place; butbefore l proceed farther, I 
will give this ilion account of Mr.1ohn ;, 
Wo(ld;iot, ' 

Pe 

8f>t. dôeoin~ lbtttert. ir 
He w:\s a n~:m, that had. conlic:et'd, 

over-grown Efiates do ofreh itquitë 
more care and warchfu!nefs to prêfervé, 
thàn géè thém; drid, chat there be ma­
ny Dif cûntënts, that Richès cure nor; 
:itid d1d rhérdore fët Linits to hîintHf 
as ro thé dèiire of wéJ!th: And h:i{,îhg . 
:itt:lin;d fo rrmth às ro be able èo t11evv 
fome mercy tù the Poor, a~d ptet~rvfa,, 
comperertcè fàr hirnH!lf, h~ dediè.dted , 
rhe reindiriitg p:rrt ot his llfe to die rer~ ; 
vice of God $. and beii1~ ttfefoi fbr JJ{,'. 
Ftièrlds', hé jirD\i'd to bèfo .to Mt. i{ttf · 
httt; fôr, hefide his awn bounry ; frè • 
co!leél:~d :ttidteèûrn'd matî: of the ijçi .. 
nty rh:it wa's p'aid fot~ht!Re~~briil'ifiiig 
of thât Cliurc'h 5 hé kept :il! the 'ac~ 
c6nnt of the charges, abd would often 
go dow·rr to ffo:té d1ëln, an'd feè alf r he 
Wotkmérr p'aid. Wheti: I have faid,. . 

. th:rt d1is good man was a ufe1ul Ftr~nd 
to Mr. Htrblrts Fathèt, to his Motlie,, 
:irrd' cô'ntrl'l'ued id be fo' t6 hin'l, till hè 
clos' d his eyes on h is Ù'èJth-bed ; .1 
wiH fotb'e.ir r'ô foy ü1ote, ri1l I hJve the 
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r2. <!tbt lift ot 

next fair occafion to mention°the holy 
friendfhip chat was betwixt him,and Mr. ,, 
Herbert. 

11 

A~out ,cheyear 1629, and the 34th f; 
of h1s Age, Mr, Herhertwas feiz'd with ·: 
a ll1arp ~etidian Ague, and thought to 
. rrmove 1t by the change of Air; to 
whic~ end, _he went to Woodford in Ef 
fex, but th1 her more chiefly, toenjoy 
t~e company of his beloved Brocher, 
Sir Henry Herhert, and other Friends. 
In his Houfe he remain'd about Twelve 
Months, and there became his own 
Phyfician, and cur' d himfelf of his 
Ague, by forbearing Drink, and eating 
no Meat, no not Mut ton, nor a Hen or 
Pidgeon, unlefs they were falted ; ~nd 
by fuch a confiant Dyet, he remov'd his ·, 
Ague, but with ioconveniencies thac 
were worfe ; for he brought upon him-
felf a difpofition to Rheums, and other ~ 
weakneffes\ a~d a fuppofed Confumpti- i 
on. And 1t 1s to be Noted,chat in the r 
fliarpefl: of his. extream Fits, he wou!d l. 

often fay, Lord abate my great afflillion, _ -. 
and 

9.!}r. €ieo1ge ll>èrbert. 5 3 
and increafe rny patience ; but, lord, l 
repine not, I am dumb, Lord, be( ore thee, 
bcr:aufe thou doefl it, By which, and a 
fanéhfied fubmiffion · to the Will of 

. God , he fhewed he was inclinable to 
bear the (weet yoke of chrifli.cn Di{­
âpline, bath theo, and in the latter parc 
of his life; of which,there will be ma• 
ny true Teftimonies. 

And now his care was to recover from 
his Confumptioo by a change, from 
Woodford into fuch an Air as was moft 
proper to that end. And his remove 
was from woodforJ to Dant{ey in wilt­
fbirt , a noble Houfe which ftands in 
a choice Air, the owner of it then was, 
theLo~d Danvers Earl of Danby, who 
lov'd Mr, Herbert much 1 and allow'd 
him fuch an apartment in that Houfe,as 
might beft fute Mr, Herberts accomo• 
dation and liking, And, in this place, 
by a fpare Dyet, declining all perplex­
ing Studies, moder:ue exercife, and a 
chearful converfatiol'I; his health was 
apparently improv'd co a good degrec, 
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J4 .•.. ~bç \if~ or ... 
.of fl:re~gth apg ch?arfu!lltl~: And the11, 
hri ~leera'.'d h1~ refolut1on to marry, a!ld j 
ro 1:11;er 1nrq th~ Sacred orders ot l~riefr- ,, 
hopd: T hef e lia~ 1011g heeri, iha delirçs f 
of h:s Nl9,d1eh~nd his, O\l,t;r R..el;iti.ons; 

1 
~!UJ fue liv'd !_lOt to Çë'c, ei;hcr: for, ihe n 
dy,~d ÎI\ die ye~~ .1 6 ~ i.. • Jli11q, thç.11gh 1 

be. w~s. d1fob~91ent t.o ht!r a~puc L.4y(OJ, 

Church, yet, m con:or~.i,iy t9 her wilj, 
he lcep,t his fe\l9wjhip. ip Çt1,1ti,iri{lge, . • 
and his. Oxarors pla~1:; fill. after 11.tir 
death ;, and t\le~~ 2t;c\i;l'~· b,oçh: An,q, 
thtl• foft , the roort; wilfü1gly, ~hat he 
0,1.rght be fu.çç<;edt;d by. ~1s tiie~~l J?r;~c11t 
Crûgbt.Pfl., who li\9W is .01·. qrcigGtun., 
and çhe wortfuy Di;1a!l of WcU;. . 

... I fhaU nPw p,9çe~d ,.o. h~rMaxtiagc:, 

.llï order to wb1cl:1, , 1.c tvi!Lbe: convl'.'ni­
·~n.t1that I ffr/.t giye the !,{~:)c!e1:a Qii.o,rt 
• v,iewof his ptrfo.n., and dwn, a~ accoiinc 
0f .hi,.. l.fii if~, aJJd of. fOJne c4çmn.a~1w­
çrs cono1rniog b.och. -f.(1/ wa:s {Qr hi,; 

. pcr.(on,of a (fai11re inclining tQWA,rds tit,J,k-
• nefs ; his. b,:dff ni.u 'IHry {fr ait, 11ndfo /41' 
fi:a'!} btillg c11mPICd with, tuu rnu.ch fief1, 
·, • . that 

oor. eieoige ipetbert. 55 

that he Wdô le~!!. to.· 1n ex.tremity. His A{-­
peél was chearJNl~and h~ (peech anà mo: 
tion Jid both declare htm a Gentlemt1J1, 
and were atl fo mcek avd oblieging, th,it 
both then, and at his death, he was Ja1d 
toht1ven0Enemy. . 

Thefe, and his other viûble vertues, 
beoot him fo much love from a Gentle­
m:n of a Noble fortune, and a near 
Kinfman to bis friend the Earl of Dt1n· 
/;y; namely, from Mr. Charles Da1n,1~rs 
of Bainton in the County of Wzlts 
Efq• That'Mr.Danvers having known 
him

1 

long and familiarly, did fo much af• 
feél: him that he often,and pubilckly de• 
clar' d a 'defire that Mr. Herbert wduld 
m:irry any of bis Nine Daugh~ers ( for 
be had fo many) but rather,h1s D:iugh· 
ter 1 ane, thao any other, becaufe :Jane 
was his beloved Daughter: And he ~~d 
oftenfaid the fameto Mr. H~rbert htm­
felf. and, that if he could hke her for 
a Wife, and lhe him for a Hosband,1ane 
iliould have a double ble((ing : A~d Mr • 
Danvers had fo of cen faid the hke to 
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56 ~be life of 
:-fane,and Co much commended Mr.He;:-
bert ro her, tli:n :-fane became fo rnuch 
a PLnonick, as tà fall in love with Mr 
Herbert unfeen, • • 

·1 hi. was a fair preparation for a 
Marriage; bue alas, her father dyec be-
fore Mr. Herberts retirement to Dant-
fey; Y;t fo1:1e frie1:ds to bath parties, 

1 procur d their 1neetmg; :u which time ' 
a mutu:11 affeélion entered into both 
~heir hearcs; and as. a Conqueror, enters 
1nto a furpnzed Cay, fo Love havino 
goc that poffeffion govern'd, and mad~ 
there fuchLaws and Refo·urions as nei-
ther part' was able to refifl: . inf~much 
that /lie chang'd her nam~ inro Her~ 
he_rt, the third day alter this nrfl: Inter-
v1ew. 

This hafl:e, migl1t in others be 
thought a Love-phrtnfie or worfe but 
• ' ' 1c was not; for they wooe-d fo J ike Prin-
ces, as to have [eleél: Proxies . fuch as 

f • d b ' ' ' were ; 1en s ro . ocn parties; fuch, as 
wrll unc!ed!ood M r. fJ erbert s, and lier 
femper of mind; and, their Efl:ates fo. 

well~ 

i! 
,;; 

" d , ,, 

.J 
' 

' 
' ' ' 
J 1·! 
' 

1 
k~ ' J:, 
,,; 
,i"' 

·.'/ 

@r. ®eo:ge Jl)erbcrt. 57 
well,before this lnterview,that,the. fud­
dennefs was jull:ifiable, by the fl:nétell 
Ru!es of. rrudence : And, the more, 
becaufe it prov'd fo happy to both ~:ir,­
ties ; for, the eternal lover of Mankmd, 
made rhem. happy in each others mutu­
al affeél:ions, and compliance ; Co h~p­
PY ,chat there never w~s any oppofition 
betwixt them, unlefs 1t were a Conte~ 
w hich lbould mofl: incline to a complt­
ance wich the others defires: An~, 
though this beoot, and connnued 1n 
them [uch a Jutual love and joy, and 
cont:nt, as was no way defeétive ; yer, 
this mntual content and love, and JOY, 
did receive a daily augmentation , by 
(uch daily obligingnefs to each other, as 
fl:ill added fuch new affluences to the 
former fu'nefs of thefe divine Souls, as 
,vas only improvable in Heaven, where 
they now en joy it. . . 

About three months :ifcer h1s Marn­
~oe Dr crerle who w:is tben Reêl:or 
"o ' • ' d • of Bernertcn in Wiltfhire, was ma e B1-• 
{h0p of Bath and PVells, ( and not long 
• alie~ 

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of University of Illinois Library 



:ifter Tranllated to fVinchef}tr ) :ind by 
that means the prefentarion 0 { a Cleik 
to Bemcrton, did noc fall ro the Earl of 
Pem6roke ( who was the undoubced Pa- ,) 
tron of 1t) but to che King, by reafon f,j 
o.f Dr. Curies advance1nenc: But Phi- ~ 
ltp, d1en Earl of Pernbroke ( for Wil- ; 
li~m was lacely de:id) requefied the 
l(mg to befiow ic upon his Kinfman 
GeorgeHer6ert; and theKingfaid,Moft ... 
w~llt»gly t0 J.fr. Herbert, if it ivere ivorth :;; 
kts. 4cceptance : And the Earl as wil­
Imgly an~ fuddenly fenc it him, with-
ouc feek1ng; but though Mr. Herbert 
.had formerly put on a refo:ucion for cre j'. 
Clergy: yec, the apprehenfioo of the ;i 
lafi greac Account that he was to make 11 

f~r the Cure of fo man y Souls, made 1\1•·· 

bim fafl: and pray, and confider for not , 
Jefs than a 1nonth: in whic/1 ti:Oe, /1e 
ba? fome refolucions to decline both the ' 
~nefthood, and thatliving. And in tl1is 
urne of confidering, Ile endur'd ( as he 
v.ould often fay) Juch fpiritual Conjlic1t 
f!S none c11n thinl:, but only thofe that hav; 
fwlt;,r'd them. In • 

€!.i)r. qoeoige IJ?etll~rt. 5 9 

In the midft of thefe Couf!iél:s, his 
old and dear fri.end Mr. :J,ahn vvoodnot • 
tot1k a j'.)nrney to falute him at Bai'!ton 
( where he then_ was with hi~ W1ves 
friends and R elac1otJs) :ind ,vasJoyful to 
be an. Eye-wiu1efs of his Healch, and 
happy Marriage. And. after they had 
rejoyc'd togecher fon1e few dayes, they 
two cook a Journey to Wilton, the fa­
moqs Seat of the Earls of Pembroke; 
~E ,vhich riine, the King, the Earl, and 
the whole Court were there , or at S4• 
lis,b11r1, which is near toit. ('s.t which 
iime \\1r. Herbert prefented h1s Thanks 
\o, the E~rl, for bis prefentation to Be· 
mer.ton, but b~d, n.ot yec refolv' d to ac­
çept ofir,and told him the rea~on why; 
h.u,c that Night,the Earl acqua1nted Dr. 
L11Jfd, the Archbiihop of Canterbury, 
with his Kinfmans irrefolution. And 
the Bi/hop did the next day fo convince 
Mr. l:lerbert, 'Ihdt the refu(al of it was 
a fi.n,; that a Taylor w::is frnt for to 
çom.e fpeedily.fro1n Salisbury to Wilton, 
to. take me:ifiue,. and make him CJ~O• 
• nica! 
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nical Clolths1 againft next day , which 
the raylor dtd; and ~fr. Herbert beino 
fo habiced, went with his prefentatio~ 
to the learned Dr. Davena»t, who was 
then Bilhop of Salisbury , and he oave 
J1im Iufticution im1nediarely ( fotMr. 
Herbert had been made DeJcon fome 
years before ) and he was :ilfo the fame 
day (which was April 26. 1630.) in­
duéted into the good and rnore pleafant, 
than he:1lthful PJrfon:ige of Bcmerton, { 
ivhich is a Mile from SaliJbury. , 

I bave now brot1ght him to his Par­
fan'{~e cf Bemer~on, and to the Thirty 
ji.'l:th Tear of bu .4ge, and mufl now 
ftup, and befpeak the Read:r to preparefot 
analmoft incredible flory, of the "YtAt 
fanf!it7 of ~be [bort remainder of h'fs ho­
/y life; a lifa fo full uf cbarity,Humili­
ty, and ail Chri(lian vertues, that it dr~ 
ferves the eloquence of St. Chryfoll:om 
~oc~mmendand declare it. A !1/e, that 
if tt ivcre related 67 4 Pen like his, there 
would then be n~ nced for this Age to 
/Pek 6ack into times pa{f for the examples 

. of 

~t. ©eo;ge lpcrbett. 61 

of primitive piety; fer they might he ,:/l 
fo,md in the life of George Herb~rr. 
But now, altfS, who is fit to11nderta~e tt'. l 
confefs I am n,1t, and am not ple11,s d nntb 
my Jelf that muft ; and profefs my fe!f 
amaz' d, when J confider how few of tlle 
clergy /iv'd Jike himthen; and,howma• 
xy live fo unlike htm now : Btet z: {n­
comes not me to cenfure, my defign 15 Y4• 

ther to aff11re tht Reader , that I h,ive 
ufed very grettt diligence to inform my 
felf that J might inform hzm of the 
truth of what foUows, and I wiU do that 
with fincerity. . 

When at his Induéhon he was lhut 
into Bemerton Church, being left chere 
alone to Toll the Bell, as the Law re­
quires him ; be {laid fo 1nuch long;r 
chan an ordinary time, before he ~etur~ d 
to bis Friends that ll:aid expeébng. htm 
at the Church-door ; chat his f-nend, 
Mr. w80dnot, looked in at the Church­
window, and faw him lie profhate_on 
the ground before the Alt~r: ac whicn 
cime and pla,e ( as he after told 1\-lr • 

w·ood• 
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62 et~e lire or 
Woodpot) l1e Cet fome Rules ti:J hirh.: 
felf, for tf1e future manage of his Iifè . 
and tl1en and thete m:tde :t vow tb 
labour to keep them. ' 

An1 the fame Night tbàt he h:id l1ls 
Induét1on, he faid ro Mr. wuodnot l ndw 
loo_k ht1ck 11pon my t1fpiting t/,ought;, and 
th~nk my {el( more ht1ppy than if 1 h,ul at­
ta,t/d wh11t 1 fo ambitiottfly thirffedfut.: 
fnd, l_ cttn now behold the Co11rt with 4» 
tmpartt11! Eye, and Jee pl.tinly, that it ii 
made up uf Frttttd, 11nd 7ïtles, and Fldt­
tery, a#d manf other .fuc'1 empty, imagi.:. 
nary p,unted Ple11fttres. Ple11/t1res, thJi­
are .fo_ ei~pty; ,u n_ot 10 fatiJfie ,vhen they. 
4.re en1 oy d; but, ~n Gud and hiJ féY'VÎCé, 
u afiilncfs of aU 7oy andpltafure, and nd 
f 11t1ety: A~d I w1/l n/!w u(c allmy end'ea­
'VD1trJ lfJ bnn_g my· Relations and Depen•, 
riants to a love t1nd relittn'ce on bilJ'l tvho • 
ne'Ver faits tbo(e tht1t trrijl him.But }btJ'Ve 
al!, I wt!l be fttre to li'Vt well, 6tctttt/e thé 
vertrtous-life of a Cfergy• man) is the me(! 
power/ut e!oq,sence tu perfwade ail that Jee 
,t, to re'Verunce and lv'Vf, and at lett/l fu 

drfire 

~r.~eoige tpertett. 63 

defii-e to live like him. Andthis I will 
do, /;ec,111fe J know we live in an Age that 
hath mo;e need o[l,ood examples, than' 
precepts, And J befeech that God; who 
hath honcnr' d me (o m11ch M to cal! me to 
fervc at his .Aftâr : that, as by his Jpe­
c_ia/ grt1ce he harb p11t into my heart the(e 

, good de(trn, and re[ofations: Jo , he 1111/l 
by his 11ffifting gr 11ce enab!e me tu brtng the 
famc to good ejjeéf; and, th.:t my ~um6le 
and charitable life, may fo wtn upon 
others, as to bring glory to my :jef%,whom 
J have thiJ d11y taken to be my M afhr and 
Governor; andamfoprot1dof his (ervice, 
that I wilt alwayes obf erve, and obe7, anâ 
dohis Will and alwayes call him :Jef us 
,ny Maffe,': and r 1vill ~lw_ayes contemn 
my birth,or any tttle or d~~n1ty that can be 
conferr'd up0n me? when I /hall comfare 
them with any tttle of be114,.({ a Prtc/l, 
and Jerving at the Altar of J,ejtM my 
/11 a(f er. . . 

And that he d1d (o)may 3ppelr 1n1na· 
nyparts of his Book of Sacred Yoems; 
efpecially , in th,t which he calls the 

0 1011•, 

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of University of Illinois Library 



64 11'.be Il.if e or • • 
otlour, In which he feems to rejoyce 
in his thoughts of that word Jefus, and 
to fay the adding thefe words my Mafter 
toit, and the often repetition of them, 
feem'd to perlume his min<l, and leave 
an oriental tragrancy in his very breath, 
And for his unforc' d choice ro ferve ac 
Gods Alrnr, he feem\ in 3nother place 
(.the Pearl, Mltth, 13,) to rejoyce 
and fay--He knew the wayes of Learning .' 
knew wbat nature does willing ly ; 1.nd 
what, when'tis farc'd by fire: knew the 
,i,.ayes of honour, and 1vhen gfory inclines 
the Soul to noble expreffiens; knew the 
Court; knew the wayes of pleaf,we , of 
love, of wit, of m11(tck, .ind 11pon what 
terms he declined ail tbefa for the fervice 
of his Mafler :Je[ us; and concludes, 
faying, • 
'Ihat, thro11gh thefe Labyrin:hs, not my 

. (groveling Wit : 
But, thy Si!k-twifl, let down from He aven 

(to me; 
Did,both con Jull, and teach me,how hy it, 

To climb to thee, 
The 

@r. ®eoige l)?crbcrt. 6$ 

ihe third day afcer he was made 
Reétor of Bemerton, and had chang'd 
his fword and filk Cloaths inco a Cano-
. ni cal Coat; he recurn'd fo habited with 
his friend Mr.Woodnot to B,'linton: And, 
immediately after he had feen and falu­
ted bis Wife, he faid to her-rou are 
now II Minift_ers Wife, and m11/l nMv f o far. 
fvrget yourfathers houfc, as not to claim a 
preceàencc of any of your P 11ri/1iioners ; 
for you are to know, that a Prieps Wife 
can challenge no precedence or place , b11t 

that which jhe purchafes by her obliging 
h11mility; ,ind,I am f11re,places fo prircha­
ftd, do be(t becon1e them. And, let 1ne 
t~l you, That I am fo Jood a Hcrald,as to 
affure yo11 tbat tbis i5 truth. And the was 
fo meek a Wife,as to 11/Jttre him it was no 
'Vtxing News to her,andthat he /bc1t!d fee 
her obJerve it with a chearfiil willingnefs, 

1 And indeed ber unforc'd humility, that 
~ bumility that was in her fo original,as to 
r: be born wich ber, made her fo happy as 
t.'!.• to do fo ; and her doing fo, begoc ber 
' an unfeigne:d love:, and a fervicea hie 
~ E refpœ~1: 
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' 

ref peét fro1n ail that converfi: with her; 
and this \ove f 01lowed her in ail places, 
as infeparably, as fi1adows follow fub­
fiances in Sun-fiüne. 

lt was not many <layes before he re­
turn'd back to Bemerton, to view the 
Church , :.ind repair the Chancel ; and , 
indeed , to re-build t hree parcs of his 
houfe which was fa\l'ndown by reafon 
of bis Predecdf ors living at a better Par­
fonage houfe; na1nely, at Min al, 16 or , 
20 n1i\es fro1n this place. At which !; 
time of Mr. Herberts coming alone to 
Bemerton, there came to him a poor old 
Woman, with an intent to acquaint him 
with her necefficous condition, aad with 
fon1e troubles of ber minci; bue after 
fhe had f poke fome few words to him, 
file was furpriz'd with a fear and lhort­
nefs of breath, fo that her f pirits and 
fpeech fail 'd her; which he perceiving, 
did fo compallîonate ber, that he took 
her by the hand,and faid,speak good Me­
ther, be not afraid to fpeak tome; for, 
l 11m II man thAt witt hear you with pa,i-

en,e; 

ence; and wil! relie'Ve yo11r nectf(ttics too, 
if I be able: and tbis I will do willingly, 
and therefore, Mother , be nota/raid to 
acq11aint me with what you de(tre, After 
which comfortable fpeech , l1e again 
took her by the h3nd, made her fit down 
by hin1, and underftanding !he was of his 
Parilh, he told her,Hewould be acqreaint­
ed with ber, and take her into hù care: 
And having with patience heard and 
underftood ber ,vailts ( and ic is [orne 
relief to be but heard with patience) 
he comforted her by his meek behavi­
our and counfel ~ but becaufe th:it co!l: 
hiln nothing , he reliev' d her with mo­
ney too, • and fo fent ber hon1e with 
a chearf ul heart, praifing God , and 
praying for him. Thm worthy, and 
( like Davids ,bleffed man) thu-s lowly, 
was Mr. George Herbert in bis own 
eyes. 

Athis recurn chat Night to his Wife 
at Bainton,he gave her an account of the 
palfages 'twixc him and the poor W o­
inan, with which fhe wasfoaffeél:ed,that 

E z , the 
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68 Qt:be li.ire ot , 
lhe went ne:xt day to Salisbury ,and there 
boughta pair ofBlankets)and fent them 
as a Token of her love to the poor 
Wornan,and with them a Mdfage,7hat 
foc would Jee and be acqriainted with 1 

her, when ber houfe was built at Berner-~ 
ton. ~ 

T O MY 
SUCCESSOR. 

If thou chance for to find 
il new Houfe to thy mind , • 
.And bu'ilt . without thy Cofl : 

'Be good to the Poor, 
.As qoa gives thee#ore,• 

And then)my Labor's not loft. 

There be many fuch palfages both 1~ 
of hirn and his Wif e, of which , fome ~l 
few will be related; but I fl1all fi1ft tell, ~ 
that he hafied to get the Pari{h-Church l 
repair'd; then, t~ beautifie the Chap-

1 

pel ( which fiands near his houfe) and 
that at his own great charge. He then 
proceeded to re-build the Parf onage­
houfe, which he did alfo very compleat- . We will now by the Readers favour. 
ly, and at his own charge; and having ~j fuppofe him fixe at Bemerton,and g~~nt 
done this good work, he caus'd thefe !i him to have feen the Church repa1r d, • 
V erf es to be writ upon , or ingraven in ~ and the Chappe\ belonging to it very 
the Mantle ©f the Chimney in his :1/ decently adorn'd, at his own greac 
Hall. ~ charge ( which is a real Truth) and ha-

;i vino now fixt hi1n there,I fuall proceed 
i: • to give an ac~ount ?f _the rell: of. his be­
!1 haviour to hls Panfu1oners, and thof e 

T O ~ roany others that knew him. 
• · E 3 Doubtlefs 
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70 'C!t~e JLife ot 
Doubtlefs Mr.Herbert had confider'd 

and given Rules to himf elf for his Chri­
{han carriJge both to God and man be­
fore he enter'd into Ho!y orders. And 
'tis not uolike, bue that he renewed 1 
thofe refolutions at his profl:ration be- ïi 
fore the Holy .Altitr, at his Induél:ion in- ~ 
to the Church of Bemerton; but as yet • [' 
he was but a Deacon, and theretore li 
long'd for the next Ember-wcek, that he •• 
might be ordain'd Priefi', and made ca- ! 

· pable of ad1niniftring both the Sacra- 1 
ments, At which time, the Reverend l\ 
Dr. Jlumphrey Hinchman,now Lord Bi- j 
fuop of London ( who does not tnention \ 
him, but with fome veneration for the il 
life and excellent learning of Mr.George 
Herbert) tells me, He laid his band on 
Mr. f-Ierberts Heitd,and(itfas ! ) within 
lefs than thrce rears, lent his Shouldcr to ,; 
carry his dear Friend to his Grave. ij 

And,thatMr.Herbert might the bet- i" 
ter prtferve thofe holy Rules which fuch 'I'. 
a Pricfl as he intended to be, ought to 1 , 

ebferve; and, that time 1night noc in- ·i. 
fenfibly 

~c. 1$eo~gc iperbett. 71 

fenfibly blot them out of_ his _mem?r)'., 
but the next yea: {hew h1m h1s vanan­
ons from this years refolutions;he there• 
fore, did fet clown his Rules in rhar orde_r, 
as the World now fees them prmted 1n 

a little Book,èal\'d,'The Cuuntrey Parfon, 
in which fome of his Ruks are: 

The Parfons I(nowledge. 
The Par(on on s,indayes, 
The Parfon Praying. 
The Paif0n Preaching. 
The Parfons Charity. 
The P,rr{on comforting the Siek, 
The Parfon Arg1,ing. 
The Par{on Condefcending. 
The Par(on in his fourney. 
The Parfon in his Mirth, , 
The Parfon with bis Ch11rch-wardcns; 
The Parfons Blef{lngtbe People. 

And his behaviour toward God and 
man mav be faid to be a praétical Com­
nien~ on.the[e and the other holy Rules 
fet d<'wn in that u(eful Book. A Book, 

E 4 fo 
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,,. Qt:~e Life of 
fo full of phio,prudent and.ufeful Rules, 
that, that Co11ntrey Parfon, that can 
f pare 1 '2 d. and yet wants it , is fcarce 
excufable ; becaufe it will both direél: 
him what he is to do, and convince him 
for not having done ir. 

At the Deatfu of Mr. Herbert, this 
Book fell into the bands of his friend 
Mr. Woodnot; and he con1mended it in­
to the trufty hands of Mr • .Bar. oly. who 
ipubli(h't it with a moll: confcientious , 
and excellent Preface; from which I 
I1ave had fon1e of thofe Truths that 
are related in this li1e of Mr. Herb;rt 

The Text for his firft Sennon, ~as 
taken out of So/omons Proverbs, and l 
the words were, I(eep thy beart with ail . i•,i 
diligence. In which firfl: Sermon he 11 

gave his Pariihioners many neceffary, r; 
holy, fafe Rules, for the difcharoe of a fi 
good Confcience , both to G~d and 
man. And,deliver'd his Sermon after 
a mol!: florid manner , both with oreat 
learning and eloquence. And af the 
clofe of his Sermon, told them ,•That 

{hould 

~r. ®eoi!le lpctbert. 73 
foould not be his con(f ant way of Preach­
ing, and tbat he woul~ not fi.lt their heads 
with 11nneccJl.ary Nol'lons ; b1tt, that for 
their fakes, bis language and hrs expreffi_-
0ns fho11ld be more plain and praéltcal 1• 

his fut11re Sermo1<Js. And he then made 
it his humble requeft, That they wou'd be 
conffant to the Afternoons Servi.ce, a_nd 
Catechi(tng. And {hewed rh~1n convm_­
cing reafons why he àdir'd 1t; and h1s 
ob!ieoino exarnpie and perfwafions , 
brought

0
them to a willing conformity 

to his defires. 
The Texts for all his Sennons, were 

conftanrly raken out of theGofpel for 
the day; and he did as conflan_tly de­
clare why the C {1urch d1d appoint chat 
portion of Script ure to be that d:iy read: 
And in what n1anner the Colleél for eve­
ry Sunday does refer to the Gofpel, or to 
the Epifile then read to them,, an~, that 
they might pray with underftand1~g,l1e 
did ufua.lly cake occafion to explam,not 
only the c,llell for every particular day, 
but the reafons of ail the other Colleéls 

and 
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74 lfltbe JLife of 
;1nd Rejpnnfes in our Service; and, 
made it appear ro rhem, that, the wholc 
Service of the church, was a reafona-
bl_e, and therefore an acceptable Sa-
c~ific~toGod; asnamely, thatwebe-
gm w1th Confeffion of our felves to be 
vile, miferab!e finners; and,that we be-
gin fo, becaufe till we have confeifed 
our felves to be fuch, we are not cap1-
ble of rhat mercy which w~ acknow-
ledge we need, and pray for; bue ha-
ving in the prayer of our Lord, begg'd 
pardon for tho[e fins which we have 
confefl:: And hoping, chat as the Prieft 
hach declar'd Ol:lr Abfolucion> fo by our 
publick Confeffion, and real Repen-

' tance , we have obr ain 'd chat pardon: 
' i Then, we <lare proceed co beg of die 
' Lord,to open our lips ,t'hat our mouthsmay ' 
i Jbew fo,:th hü praife; for, till then, we 

i a~e ne1cher able, nor worthy to praife 
'1 
'.! h1m: Buc -this. being fuppos' d, we are 
ii then fit to fay, Glory be to the Father, • 

11nd to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoft; 
and fit to proceed co a further fervice of 

our 

1 ·, 
j 
; 
1 ., 
.\ 

1 
-' f:i 
1'1 
·l 
~1 

,_'j 

1 i 
·~ . 
j 

@!>t. ®eouse lpetùctt. 7> 
our God, in the co!leéls, and Pfalms,and 
Lauds chat fo\low in the Service. 

And, as to thefe Pfalms and L11uds, 
he proceeded to infonn them, why they 
were {o often, and fome of them daily 
repeated in our church-fervice: nan1e­
ly, the Pjalms every Month, becaufe 
they be an Hi{lorical and tbankful repe• 
tition of mercies pafl:; and , fuch a 
compofition of prayers :.nd prai[es, as 
ought to be repeated ofcen, and I ub­
lickly ; for, with Juch Sacrifices, Go.: i. 
hono11r'd) and wel!-plea{ed. This, !or the 
P[alms. 

And for the Hymns and lauds, ap-
pointed to be daily repeated or fung af­
ter the firft and fecond Leff ons were 
read to the eongregation, he proceed­
ed to inform them, chat it was mofl: 
reafonable , after they have heard the 
will and goodnefs of God declar'd or 
preach't by the Priefl in his reading the 
two Chapters,thatit was then a feafo­
nable Dury to rife up 3.nd exprefs their 
gratitude to Almighty God for tl1o~e 

h1s 
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his mercies to them,and to ail ~1ankind 
and fay wi1h t!_1e bleffed Virgin;That thelr 
Souls do magnifie the Lord and that their • 
JPirits do aifo rejoyce in God their Savior: 
~nd th~t it was their Dury alfo co re­
JOyce ~1th Simeon in his Song, and fay 
with h1m, That their eyes ha'Ue al(o feen 
their f~lvati~n; for they have feen r hac 
f~lir~t1on wl11ch was but prophdied till 
lus tune; and he then broke out in e:.­
preffio_ns o~ joy to fee it: but they live 
to fee 1t da1ly, 1n the Hifrory of it and 
th~refore ought' dai'y to rejoyce,' and 
da1ly to offer up their Sacrifices of oraife 
totheir God,for that and aU his meÎ·cies 
A fervice, which is now the confian~ 
e1!1ployment of dut ble(fed Yirgin, and 
S1mcon,and all thofe bl.e!fed Saints that 
are poffeft of Heaven; and where they 
are at this rime interchangeably and 
confiantly finging, Holy, Hely,Hot/ Lord 
God, Glory be to God on High, and on 
Earth peace. And he tauoht them chat 

d l
' 0 ' t:o o t 11s, was an acceptable fervice to 

God, becauf e the Prophet David fay~s 
1n 

' 

' 

/ 
1 

i 

I
' 
' 
1 

~r.®co1ge Jl)erbert. 77 
în bis Pfalms, He tloat praifeth the Lord, 
honoureth him. • 

He made them to underftaHd, how 
happy tbey be chat are freed from the 
incumbrances of chat Law which our 
Fore-fathers groan'd uuder: na1nely, 
from the Legat Sacrifices; and from the­
many Ccremonies of the Levitical Law: 
freed from Circumcifion, and fro111 the 
ftriél obfervation of the :fewt/b Sabbatb, 
and the like: And he made them know, 
chat having receiv' d fo m:iny, and fo 
great bleffings, by being born fince the 
<layes of our Saviour, it muft be an ac­
ceptable Sacrifice to Almighty God, 
for them to 3cknowledge thofe blef• 
fings, and frand up and worlhip, and fay 
as Z achari,u did, BÜ/Jed be the Lord 
God of Ifrael,/or he hath ( in our d:iyes) 
'1,Jiflted and redeemed bis people ; and (he 
bath in our dayes) rernembred, and 
Jhewed that mercy which b1 the mouth of 
the Prophets, he promifed to our Fore• fa­
thers: and this he hath done, accor­
ding to hi. holy Covcnant made with them: 

And 
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And we live to fee and enjoy the bene~ 
fit of it , in his Birth, in his Lift,. his 
!'affton, his Refurreéfion and A{cen(ton 
1nto Heaven, where he now fits fenfible 
of ail our temptations and infirmities. 
and where he is at this prefent tüne ma: 
king interceffion for us, to his1 and our 
Father, and th_erefore _rhey ought daily 
to exprefs. theu: pubhck gratulations, 
and fay daily w1ch ZachariM, Ble({ed be 
that Lord God of Ifrael that bath th'ru 'Vi­
fited,and thus redeemed his people. --­
Th~fe were fome _of rhe reafons by 
wh1ch Mr, Herhert 1ufl:ruéted his Con­
gregation for the ufe of the Pfalmr, 
and the Hymns :ippointed to be daily 
fung or faid in the Church-fervice. • 

_ He inform'd them, when the Prieft 
.d1d pray only for the Congregatiou>. :ind 
not for himfelf; and when they did on­
ly pray for him, as namely, after the re­
petition of the Creed, before he pro­
ceeds to pray the Lords prayer, or any 
o~ the appointed Colleél:s, the Priefl: is 
d1reéted to kneel down, and pray fi~r 

th1m, 

79 
them, faying-The Lord 6e with you--­
And then they pray for him,faying -
And with thy fpirit; and he alfur'd them, 
that when diere is fuch mutual love , 
and fuch joint prayers offer'd for each 
ocher, then the holy Angels lookdown 
from Heaven, and are rea.dy ro carry 
f uch charitable defires to God Almigh­
ty ,and he as ready ro receive the1n; and 
that a Chriftian Congregation calling 
thus upon God, with one heart, :ind one 
voyce, and in one reverend and humble 
pofture look as beautifully as ;Jertif alem, 
that is at peace with it felf. 

He infhuél:ed them, why the prayer 
of our Lord was pray'd often in every 
full fervice of the Church; na1nely, at 
the conclufion of the feveral p3rts of 
that Service; ar.id pray' d then, not only 
becaufe it was compos' d and comm:mà­
ed by our J efus that made it, but as a 
perfeél: I5attern for our lefs perfeét forms 
of prayer,and rherefore ficteft co fum up 
and conclude ail our imperfeét Petiti­
ons. 

He 

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of University of Illinois Library 



So 
-He in!huél:ed them, chat as by the 

fecond Commandmenc we are requir'd 
nor to bow down, or worfl1ip an Ido1, 
or falfe god ; fo, by the conrrary Rule, 
we are to bow clown and kneel, or fiand 
up and wor!hip the nue God : And he 
inHructed the1n , why the Church re­
t}Uir'd th~ Congregation to ftand up, at 
the repet1tion of the Creeds ; namdy, 
becaufe they did thereby declare both 
their obedience to the Chur ch, and an 
alfent to chat faith into w hich chey had 
been baptiz'd. And he taught chem, 
that in that lhorter Creed, or Doxology 
fo often repeaced daily; they alfo flood 
up to teftifie their belief to be chat, 
the God that they trufled in was o;e God, 
and three perfons ithe F ather, the Soniand 
the Holy Ghop; to whomi the Prie{! gave 
glory: And becaufe there had been He­
retic k s chat had denieJ fome of chefe 
three perrons ro be God, cherefore the 
Congregacicn flood up and honour' d 
hi1!1, by con1efiing . and faying, It was 
foui the beginning J is now (", and fha!l 

ever 

.. 

8i 
wer . /;e fa PJr9rJd ,vithout end. And a.Il 
gave the1r alfent to this belief, by faying 
JI.men, 

He inthu&ed them , what benefit 
they had, by. the Churches appointing 
the Celebrauon of Holy-dayes,ànd the 
excellent ufe of thetn; namely, • that 
they wer~ fet apart f~r partic_ularCom-. 
memor.at1ons of parucular mercies re.: 
ceived from Almighty God; and ( a~ 
Reverend Mr, Hoolcer fayes) to be the 
L1111d-marlcs to diftinguilh times ; for by 
them we are taught to take notice how 
theyearspafs byus ;and,thatweought 

; - not tolet them pafs without a Celebra• 
l tion of praife for thofe mercies which 

they give us occafion to remember; 
and therefore the year is appointed to 
begin the 2Stb day of March; a day 
in whifh we commemorace the Angel; 
~ppeanng ~o the Blejfed Yirgin, wich the 
Joyful tyd10gs that-/1,e jborilrl conceive 
and 6el{r a Son, that jbould be the redeem­
er ùf Mankind; and , the did f o forty 
Weeks after this joyful faluéation; 

i namely, 
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Si Ql:bt lite of 
namely,at our chriPmtt1,adayin wbich 
we commemorace h\s Birth, wich joy 
and praife ; and that eight dayes afcer 
tbis hâppy Birch, we,celebrate hls Cir­
cumci.fton; i:la1nely , i~ that which we ,l 
call Nèw-yea, s day. ,:\nd that upon that • '' 
we call Twelfth-d11y; we commemorate 
the manifeftation of the unfearchable 
riches of Jefus to the Gentilts: And 
that day we alfo celebrate the memory 
of his goodnefs in fending a star to 
guide the three wifemen from the Eafl 
to Bethlem, that they might there wor­
foip, and prefent him wich their oblati­
ons of Gold, Frankinc-enfe, and Myrrhe, 
And he ( Mr. Herbert) inftruél:ed them, 
thac :Je{t« was Forcy d:.i.yes after his , 
Birth, prefented by his bleffed mother t ... · 

in :he T.emple; namely, oa chat day f 
whxch we call, the Purification of tbe , 
bleffedYirgfn, Saint Mary. And hein- G' 
~r~éted them, that by the Lent-fi'(//, we ~ 
1m1tate and commemorate our Saviours li: 
humiliation .in fafl:ing Forty dayes ; and, f 
that we oughc to endeavour to be like 4 

him 

8!)r. 4Pro1ge IPerbcrt. 83 
hi1n in purity. And, that on Good-fryda1 
we tommemorare and condole his Cru­
,ifixioÎI. And, at E11fler,commemorace 
bis gforiom Refurreflion. And heraught 
the1n~ that atcer J cfus had manifetted 
himfelf to his Difciples,to be that Chrifl 
tb11t w,u i:rucrfied,dead and lmried; that 
then by his appearing and con\i'erftng 

. with th!!m for the fpace of Forty d:iyes 
af ter his Re(urret/ion, he then, and not 
till then, afcended into Heaven, in the 
figh~ of his Difciples, namtly, on thac 
day w~ich we cal! the Afcen(ion, or 
.HofJ. Thü.rfday. And rhac we then ce­
Iebr'ate .the performance of the promife 
which he made to his Difc1ples, ac or 
before his Afcenfion; name1y ., that 
though . be t,ft them, yet be would fend 
them the Holy Gho'fl to be thtir èom­
forter; and he did fo on that day which 
·the Church calls Whitf11n4-1y'-Thus 
the Church keeps an Hifiorfèal and cir­
cular Commenioràtion of timts,as they 
pafs by us ; of fuch cimes, as ought to 
inclme us to occafional prailes , for the 
• . F ~ particQ• 
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84 Œbe life of 
• particular ~leffings which "'.f: do~ or 
might rece1ve at thofe holy umes. 

He made them know , wby the 
Church bath appointed Em/Jer~weeks; 
and, to know the reafon why the Com• 
mandements, and the Epiftles and Gt1J­
pels were to be read at the ~tlti1r, or 
Communion Table: why the Pneft was 
to pray the Litany kneeling_; and, why 
to pray fome Collells ftaod1ng; and he 
gave tbem many other 0bfervations. fit 
for bis plain Congregation , but not fic 
for me now to mention ; for I muft fec 
lin1its to my Pen, and not make that a 
,Treatife, which I intended to be a much 
füorter account than I have made it ; 
but I have done, when l have told the 
Reader, that he was confiant in C11te· 
chifing every Supâay in the Afternoon, 
and that his Catechifing was after his 
{econd leffi>n, and in the Pulp1.· t,and that 
lie never elceeded his half hour, and was 
:ilways fo happy as to have a full Con:-, 
gregation. 

•• 11r.Q5eo1;e U,etbert~ 81 
But to tbis I lliUft add, That if he 

werc at any time too zealous in his Ser­
mons, it was, in reproving ~he ind_ecen­
cies of the peoples behav1our, 1n the 

1 time of Divine Service; and of thofl~ 
:1 Minilters that hudled up the Church­
l: prayers, without a vifible reverence and 

aifeélion; namely, fuch as feem'd to 
fay the Lords prayer, or a Colleél: in a 
breach • but for himfelf ,bis cuftom was, 
to ftop betwixt every Colleél:, and give 
the peop'e time co confider what they 
had pray·d, and co force their defires af­
fedionately to God, before he engag d 

1 them into,new Petitions, . 
And by this account of bis diligence,· 

to make . bis Parifhioners underftand 
i.i what,and why they pray'd, and prais'd, 
f:J and ador'd their Creaor. I hope I ihall 
" the more eafily obtain the Readers be•'. 
j lief to the following acceu,nt of Mr. 
~ Il erberts. own praétic~ .; w_hi<;h _was, to 
;'} appear coilfl:antly Wlth bis W1fe, and 
•• three Neeces ( the Daughrers of a _de­
i' çeafed Sifier) and bis whole Fam1l_y ,· 4 • F 3 tw1ce 
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s.s C!tbe Lire ot 
nvice a day at the Church•prayers, in 
t~e Chappel which does almoft join '° 
hrs Parfonage-houfe, And for the time 
of his appearing, it was firittly it the 
Canonicai hou:s of Ten and Four, and 
then, and there, he lifted up pure and 
chJntab!e hands to God in the mida of 
the . ongreg:vion. AnJ he would joy 
td have fpent that ti1ne in thali place, 
where the honour of his M·after Jefus 
clwelletl:r; and there,by that inward de• 
voiion which he ~elbfied co~ ltantly by 
an humble behav1our, anJ v1fible ado­
ration, he,like David, brought not on­
Iy hiJ own. Houfbold thm to f•rve the 
Lor à; but t>rought moft of his Pàrifuio­
ner~, and many Gentlemen in the 
Ne1ghbo?rf.io ;d~ confbnrly to make a 
pa~• of! h1s Congregation tWi4l:e a day; 
and fome of the meaner fort of his.f;>a­
rHh, did fo love a:nd reveren<!e Mr. Her· 
béft,that they ~ouldlet their Plow reft 
w:J-r:n ,Mr. Herlierts; Saints-Bell runq to 
Praycrs,that they. rliight alfo offer fheir . 
devocions to God'witih him,aiid-would 

• i • then 

G.1Br♦-Q?ieo1ne II>erbert. 87 
then return back to their Plow, • And llis 
moft holv life wa$ fuch, that ic pegot 
fuch revérence t9 God, and to him,that 
they thought themfelves t~ happier, 
when they carried Mr, Herbe.rts bletling 
back with them to their labour. Thus 
powerful wàs hi$ reafoi:i, ancl example, 
to perf wade othèrs to a pra~i~al pi-
ecy. · . • 
. · Antl his conftànt ptthlick Prayers did 
never make him to negleÇt his. o,wn ,pri­
vate devotions, nor thqf e prayers that 
he thought himf e lf bound tO perform 
with his f amily ; .. which a!Wl!yes • were 
a Set-form, and not long ; apcJ .he did 
alwayes conclud.e che1n withthat Sol­
leé1: which the Church hath .appernted 
for the day or week;...:...'Th{#. h~ made 
every dayes J anélitj a pep towar4s tbat 
Kingdmn wbere Impuritycannit enter, 

His chieféft recreation was M11fick,in 
whièh heavenly Art hé wàisa moft ex­
cellent Mafter, and,. campo$' d œii{l)' di• 
vine H7mns and Antbcms, which he fet 

· and fung to his Lutt ~r Yiul; and, 
.~. F 4 though 
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SB • ft~e life of 
thou$h hë was a :lover of retirednefs; 
yet h1s love to Mn(ick was fuch, th:it he 
wcnt ufually twice every week • on cer­
tain appointed dayes, to the C4thedr11l 
Church in s'atü/Jury_; ~nd at his return 
would fay, That hu t,me Jpent in PrAJ­
tr, and C.ithedral Mufick, elevated hil 
S111l, 11nJwi:H hil 'He.ivèn upon Earth: 
But before bis return thence to Bemer-
1,11, he would uf~aUy fing_ and play _his 
part, at an appomted private Multck 
meeting; and, to juftifie this praétice, 
he would:ofteil fay, Religion does not 
/Ja11ifh mirth,!JtJt only moderates, and Jets 
ru/es toit.• · · 
. And; as his defire to enjoy hi. Hea· 
'lit» upon Eàrth, drew him twice every 
week to Batis/Jury, fo, his walks thither, 
were the oc'calion of many happy acci­
dents co others, of which, lwill men­
tion fome few • 

In one ?f his walks to SAli.hury, 
he ovenook a Gentleman thatis ft11! 
living in that City, and in their walk to• 
gether, Mr. H,riert took a fairoccafion 

to 

~r. ®eo1§e tI>etbett~ 8g 
to talk with bim, and humbly begg·d to 
be excus'd,if he ask·d him fome account 
of hisf:iith; and faid, / Jothi!,therA-• 
tber, heca11fe though yuu ,ire not of m1 
P11rifh, 7et I recetve Tythe /rom y~tt "1 
the hand ~1 yuur Te11ant; Ana, Sir, I A11' 

the bolder.to do it, becaufe I ltno,v there 
/Je fumes ermon-he,rers, that l,e like thofe 
Fijbes, that alwayes live in [,ilt water • 
1111.-l yet 11re 4/wayes fre/b. 

After which expreffiion, Mr. llerJert 
asked him fome needful ~eftions, a~d 
having received his anfwer , gave h1m 
(uch Rules for the uyal of his ftncerity, 
and for a praél:ical piety ,and in fo loving 
and meek a manner, that the Gentle­
mandid fo fall in lovewithhim, and his 
difcourfe, that he would often contrive 
to meet him in his walk to Salis/Jury,or 
to attend him back to Bemerton; and 
fiill mentions the name of Mr. George 
• Herhert wich veneration, and ftill prai .. 
fes God that he knew him. • 
•. In another of his Salübur7 walks; 
he met with a Neighbour Minifier , 

and 
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90 <!rbe llife of 
and after Come friendly Difcourfe be-· 
twixt them, and fo1ne Condolement for 
thewickednefs of the Ti'mes, and Con­
tempt of the Clergy, Mr. Herbert took 
occcalion to fay, 
. One Cure fgr the{e Di{lempers, wo,eid 
le for the ClergJ 1hemfelves toi:ecp the 
Ember-Weeks {lriélly,andbegof thtir 
P11rif/1ioners to joyn witb bim in Fa!Hng 

• and Prayers , for 4 more Religiof,/,S Gier-, ,,. ' 
And another{;ure would be,for them 

to re(lore the gre4t and neglelled duty of 
Catech1fing, on whicb the f alvation if Ji 
m4»J of the poor and ignorant Lay-people 
dots depend; brJt principal/y , th.et the 
Clergy themfelves weuld be {Nre tfJ live 
11oblameably; and tbat the dignified Cler• 
gJ efftcially, which preach Temperance, 
wou!d avoid Suifeting,and take ail occafi• 
ons te exprefs a vifible humility, and cha­
rity in their lives; for this we11/J force 
11 love and an imitation, and an snfeign• 
~d rtverence [rom ,sU that knew . the111: 
~ And for proof of this, we need no o-

thcr 

m,r. ®eouie 11.>erbtJt. ,x ! 

ther TeA:imony, than the life and .death .• 
of . Dr. Lake, !:are Lot d B1ihop ot Bath. 
and We.!is) T.his, ( faid Mr. Herbert ) 
wot1ld be 4 Cure.for the wickednefs 4ml. 
growing Atheifm of o•r Age. And, my 
dear Brodier, till this be done ly ru, anJ. 
Jone iti earne{l,let no man expell_ a refor· 
matio» of the manners of tbe Laity: for 
•til not learning but tbil, tbis only, that 
mu{# doit; 11nd tiO tben, the /ault mufl 
lie ,it our door s. 

l'n another walk to Salûhui-1, be faw 
a pQQr roaa) wicha poo e, horfe,that was 
fa11'n undeF bis Load; chey were both. 

. in :d,firefi ,. and needed prtfent hdp; 
which M•r. Herbert perceiving, 1,uc off 
his Canonic.il Coahandhelp'd the poor 
man, ~o ùnload, and after, co load ~,s. 
hor,fe: :1 he poor man bleft him· forii; 
and be b1eft the poor man, . and' was fo. 
like. the good Samaritan, th:it he gave, 
him. money to refrelh both hitnfelf a~d 
bis horfe; and told h .m 7 bat if he lov 4_ 
himfelf, hf/J,ouldhe mercifslt~his Bta~. 
1 hes he left the poor man,. ~nd at _h1s: 

commg 
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,, ct~e l.tre ot 
coming to his mufical fiiends ac satùh!i• 
,7,they beg~n towonder thatMr.George 
Herhert, wh1ch us'd to be fo trim and 
clean, came into chat company fo foyl'd 
and difcompos'd I bu~ he told them the 
occafton : And when one of the corn• 
l'any told him,He had difparag' d himfelf 
,, fa Jirty an tmployment; his anfwer 
was, Th,t the thought of what he h.1tl 
d~11e, would pro,ye J;tu(zck to him 4t Mid-:-
111ght _; ,nd the omi{{,6n of it, wouldha't't 
uphra:ded and ,n,1de d1fcord in /,il Confci• 
tnce, '11Jhe11Joever he fhou/J pafs by tl,,1t 
plaee; for if I be bounà te pray for al 
th,1t he .'". df Prefs, 1 ,m fi,re 1 .sm bounJ J, 
f,ir.M zt II n1 my power to pr,lli[e what I 
Jray for. And though I do not wi]b for the 
lil:e occa{,on tvery day. yet let me tcH yon, 
l_ 111u11~d not wi!linglypa{s one Jay of my 
~ift, 1111thout comforttng 11 [11d f'!ul,orfhew­
,11g merc1; . 11nd I praife God for this occa­
Jion: And now let's tune our lnfiru­
ments. 
· Thus, as our blelfed Saviour afcer his 

llefurreétion, c;lid cake occafion to inter­
prec 

~t.eco11.Je ll>etbett~ . j • 
pret .. the.S~ripture ~o Cltop.u, and th~·~ 
other D1f c1plè wh1ch he met with an 
accompaniëd too in thei~ journey o 
Emm11114; fo M~.Ht~bert,1n hisJ1ath to• 
ward He~ven,d1d daily take-âny fair oc• 
cafion to mftruét the ignorant, or corn• 
fort any that were in affüétion ; and did 
~lwayes confirm his preccpts, by fucw~ 
mg mercy. 

And he was mon happy in his Wifcs 
tJnforc'd compliance wich his aas of 
Charity, whom he made bis Almontr, 
and patd conftantly into her hand, " 
tenth penny of what meney he receiv~d 
for T.ythe, and gave her a power to diC. 
pofe chat to the poor of his Parilh and 
with it a powerto difpofe a tcnth 'part 

. of the Corn that came yearly into his 
Barn ; wh1ch truft ll1e did mol¼ faith­
fully perform, and· would often offer ro 
him . 11n account of ber pewardfoip, and 
as often beg an . inlargement of his 
bounty,forfhe rejoyc'd in the employ· 
ment; and this was ufually laid out by 
_her in Bli,n/:ets and Shupes, for fomc 

• fur;b 



. . . 
94 €tt ILift or . . 

.. _fuch P_ oor veor le l as.the k;n __ e_ w tQ ftand 

. 1n moft need o . thelJI, . Th1sa as t.P ber 
Charity •_ A11dJoiJ'lis O\Vnihèfet 110 

limits to iç; nor\:lid ever turit. his face 
from any that he 'îaw in· wàJÎt , bue 
would relieve them,'efpecially .his poor 

. Neighbours) to the I]leane,ll: of whofc: 
Houfes, he would go' and inform him­
felf of cheir want:, , _aod relie,ve them 
chearfuUy if they were in di!lrefs; and 
would alwayes praife qod, a~ rnuch for 
being willing,as for being .)ble to doit, 
And, _when he w.a~ advis' d J:>Ya friend .to 
be more frugal , beèa~fe he migqt have 
Children, his ;infwer was) fie w11i1ld 11ot 
fee the danger of w111Jt fo far .off; b11,t, 
heing the Scriptnred~esfo .commend Cha­
ritJ, tU tq te/J. m_, that_Charity 'is the top 
ef Chriftian vtrtue,i ,the covering of fins, 
the fulpfling o( the !,aw, the ·life of 
Faith. And, th11tCharity h11tha. tromtfc 
of the_ ble(µn,~s of t~is _life) ant/f a !e­
ward zn that J1(e wluch u tp come, bezng 
thefe, and more excellent, thingf are in 
_s,ripture fpoken of the, o Charity; antl 

6eing 

~r. ®co:gc JI>ctbttt. 9S 
being 4// my Tythes, and Church·JNt1; 
are a Deodate /rom thee o m7 Got!; malee 
wu) o my God, fo far to trnft thypr11mifr; 
.uto return them back to thce; an.d, byth1 
gr ace, I will do fo, in diflribùting t.hem to 
any of thy poor rmmbers that are i'n Ji.; 
flrefs, or do but bear. the image_ of 'f'ef l/J 
my Mafler. Sir ( fa1d l1e to h1~ fne;nd) 
my Wi(c bath a i;ompetent maintenance 
fecur' J her a{ter my de11th_, and tferef°!e 
IIS this is my prayer, [o tlus my re[olut1011 
]ball by Gods gr ace be una!terablè, . 

This may be fome account of t!1c 
excellencies of the aél:ive par.t of bis 
life, and tl1us he continued, titra Con­
f umption _foweakned him,as to Confine 
him to h1s Houre , or tO the Ch~ppeJ, 
which does almofi joi11 to ic; in Which, 
he continued t@ read Prayeï s conftantly 
twice every day, though be were very 
weak. in one of which times of his . , 
reading, his Wife obferv'd him t<_> read 
in pain, and told him fo, and that 1t wa­
fted his fpirits, weakned h1m, a_nd be 
confef&'d it, but faid, His lift ,ou/Jnot 

/11 
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98 . . ~be life of 
l,e /,etttr fpent, th,1,11 in the fervice of his 
Mafler1efus,who had done _and fn![ered 
fo m11cbfor him .- But,he fa1d, I w,tlnot 
"/Je wilfal, for Mr. Boftock J1,11lt he ap~ 
p,intedto read Prayers for meto morrow, 
1111d I wil! fJDW l,e only a he,1,rer of tbem, 
till this msrt11! fhall put on immort,1,lity: 
And Mr. Boflock did the next day under­
take and continue th:s happy employ­
Jnent, till Mr. Herl,erts death.-•-· This 
Mr. Boflock was a learned and vertuous 
man, anoldfriend of Mr. Herl,erts,and 
then his Curate to the Church. of Ful­
flon, which is a mile fro~ Bemerton, to 
which Church, Jemerton 1s but a chap­
pel of eafe.-·-And, this Mr. Bo/Iock did 
alfo conll:antly fupply the church-fcr­
vice for .Mr. Herhert in that Chappe!, 
when the Mufick-meeting at Salishury, 
caus'd bis abfence fro1n it. . . 

About one month before his death, 
his friend Mr. Farrer (for an account of 
whom I am by promif e indebted to the 
Reader, and intend to make him fud­
den payment) fent Mr. Edmund D11n~ 

• • Ç(}fl 

ton ( who is now Reél:or of Fryer Banut 
in the Cotincy of Middle{ex) fro1n his 
Houfe of Gidden H ,il!, which is near to 
Huntington, to fee Mr. Herbert, :ind to 
affure hü,1; hewanced noc his daily pray­
ers for bis recovery; ;md Mr. D1tnco1> 
was to return back to Gidden, with an 
account of Mr. Herbcrts condition. 
Mr. DttMCdn found liim at thac time ly­
ing on bis Bed, or on a Pallet; but ac 
bis feeing Mr. Dttncon, he rais'd hünfelf 
vigorouay, faluted hirn, :ind with fome 
earnefinefs inqùir'd the health of his 
brocher F arrer, of which Mr. Dl(,n,on 
f.1tisfied him ; and after a conference of 
Mr. Farrers holy life,aild the 1nanner of 
11is confiant ferving God, he foid to Mr, 
Dtf.ncon·-•Sir, I {te by yottr habit that you. 
are a Frieft, ar.d 1 defire jott to pray rv,th 
me; which being granted , Mr. Dttn­
.con ask'd him, what Prayers.? to which, 
Mr.Herberts anfwer was, o Sir,the Pray· 
ers of my Mother, the Church v/Eng­
land, no other Prayers are eqttal to them; 
but, at this time, I beg of you to praJ 1m~ 

G h , 
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9s 'li!~t life of 
/y the Litany,for Iain we11k and f1int,and 
Mr. Duncon did fo. Afcer wluch, and 
fome other difcourfe of Mr. F arr cr, 
Mrs. Herbert provided Mr. D_1J.11con a 
plain Supper, and a clean Lodgmg, and 
he betook himfelf to reft----Th1s Mr. 
Dancon tells me; and, chat at. his firfl: 
view of Mr. Herbert,he faw maJefly and 
humility fo reconcil'd in his looks and 
behaviour, as begot in hhn an awful r~­
verence for his perfon, and foyes , h1s 
difcourfe was fo pious,and his motion fo 
gentile and meek, thac after almo~ fo:· 
ty years , they remain ftill frelh 1n h1s 
memory. 

The, next morning, Mr. Duncon left 
him,anJ betoolc himtelf toaJourney to 
Bath, but with a promife to return _back 
to him within five dayes, and he d1d fo; 
bue before I 11-ull fay any thing of what 
difcourfe then fell betwixt them two, I , 
will pay my promis'd account of Mr. ,1 
Farrtr. 

Mr. NicholtlS Farrcr ( who got the Il 
reputation of being call'd St. Nicbold4, , 

at ., 

el!)r. llDeoige 1Petbrrt. 99 
:tt thé age of fix years) was botn (n' 

. London, and doubtlefi; had good educa­
tion in his yourh; bue certainly, w sac 
a fic age rriade Fellow of Clare-Hait in 
Cambridge, where he èonrinued to be. 
eminent for his remperance 30-J learning. 
About the 26/b year of his Age, he 
berook himfe:f ro Travel, in which he 
added to his Latin and Greek, a per­
feél: knowledg,: of all the Languages. 
fpoken ~n the W efte1 n pans of our 
Chriftian world , and underftood well 
the principles of their Religion, and 
their manner, and the re3fons of their 
wodhip. ln this his Travel,he 1net witfi 
n1any perfwafions to corne into a com­
munion wich that Church which calls 
it.felf Catholick, but he return'dfrom 
bis Travels as he went, eminenc for hîs 
obedience to his Mother, the Chttrcb ef 
England. ln his abfence frotn England, 
Mr. Farrers father ( who was a Mer~ 
chant) allow'd hitn a liberal 1nainte• 
nance; and, not long after his return in­
to England, he had by the de:uh of his 

G 2 father, 
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f.tther, or an elder brother,an Ell:ateleft 
him, that enabled him to buy ùnd to 
the value of ;oo l. a year, the greateft 
part of which Land was at Little Gid· 
den, four or fix miles from Huntington, 
and about 18 from Cambridge, which 
place he chofe for the privacy of it,and 
the Hall, which had the Pariih-Church, 
or Chappel belonging, and adjoining 
near toit; for Mr. Farrer having feen 
the·manners and v:mities of the World, 
and found them to be, as Mr. Herbert 
fayes, A nothing between two Di~es; he 
did fo contemn the World, that he re­
folv'd to fpend the ren1ainder of his life • t1 
in mortifica cions, and in devotion, and ,1 

charity,and to be alwayes prepar'd for 
Dcatb, -- And bis Life was fpent 
thas. ~ He, and his F:unily, which were like •• 
a lictle Colkdge, and about Thirty in ~ 
number, did moft of them keep Lent, 
and ail Ember-weeks firiél:ly , both in 
fafiing, and uliag all thofe prayers that 

1 

the Church hath appointed to be then 
ufed; 

{JDr.Qlicoige ll>trbert. 101 

ufed ; and he and they, did the like on 
Frid11yes, and on the Yigils, or Eves 
appoinced to be fafted before the Saints 
<layes; and, this frugality and abfii­
nence, curn'd co the relief of the Poor; 
but, this was but a part of his charity, 
none but God and be koew the reft. 

This Family, which l have faid to be 
in number about Thirty, were a part 
of them his Kindred, and the refl cho­
fen to be of a ternper fit to be moulded 
inco a devout life; and ail of them 
were for their difpofitions ferviceable 
and quiet, and humble, and free from 
fcandal. Having chus fitted himfelf for 
his family, he did about the year 1630. 
betake himfelf to a confiant and me­
thodical (ervice of God, and it was in 
this manner.-He did himfelf u(e to 
read the Cornmon prayers (for he was 
a De acon) every day, at the appoint­
cd hours of ten :md foer, in the Church 
which was very near his Houfe, and 
which he had both repair'd and adorn'd; 
for it was fa!rn inco a great ruine, by 

G 3 rcafon 
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102 ~be ll.ife of 
reafon of a depopulation of the Village 
before Mr. farrer bought the Mannor. 
And he did alfo confi:mtly read the 
Mattins every n1orning at the hour of 
fix, either in the Church, or in an Ora­
tory, which was within his own Houfe: 
And many of the Family did there con­
tinue wich him after the Prayers were 
ended, and there they fpe11t fome hours 
jn finging Hyrnns, or Antherns, fome­
times in the Church, and ofren to an 
Organ in the Oratory. And,they fome­
times betook the1nfelves to medirate, 
or to pray privately, or to read a parc of 
the New Tefl:ament, or to continue 
their praying or reading the Pfalms; 
and in cafe the Pfaltns were not al! read 
in the day, then Mr. Farrer, and others 
of _the Congreg:ition, did at Night, at 
the ring of a Watch-bell , repait to 
the Church or Oracory, and there be­
take themfelves to prayers, and buding 
God, and reading the Pfalms that had 
nor been read in the day; and when 
1:hefe1 or any part of the Congregarion 

grew 

1 

î ., 
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orew weary, or faint, the Watch-bdl. 
~as rung, fometimes before, and fome­
times alter Midnight ; and then a part 
of the Family rofe, and maincain'd the 
Watch, fometimes by praying, or fing­
ing Lands to God,or reading thePfalms; 
and when after fome hours they alfa 
grew weary or faint , then they rung the 
Watch-bell, and were reliev'd by fo1ne 
of the former, or by a new p~rt of th_e 
Society which continued the1r devou~ 
ons ( as' hath bee_n _1nentioned) qntil 
morning.----And 1t 1s t_o be noted, that 
in this continued fervmg of God, the 
Pfalcer, or whole Book of Pfalms, w-:is 
in every four and twenty homs, fung or 
read over ,from the firfl to the lafi verfe, 
and this doue as confiantly, as the Sun 
runs bis Circle every day about the 
World, and then begins it again the 
fame intbnt chat it ended, 

Thus did Mr. Farrer, and his happ_y 
Family, (erve God day and night. Thus 
d1d they alwayes beh1ve then_ifelves, as 
in his pre[ence. And they dtd alwJyes 
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~at and drink by the ll:riél:ell: rules of 
Temper~nce; eat and dririk fo, as 10 

be ready to rife :it fl-1idnighr, or at the 
call of a W atch-bell, and perform their 
devotions to God.---And 'ris fit to tell 
the: Reader, that 1nany of che Clergy 
that were moreinclin'd topraétical p,e. 
ty,and devocion, then to doµbrful and 
peedlefs Dif pucacions , did often corne 
to Gidden fiai/,, and make themfelves a 
pa~t of that happy ~ociety, ::md fiay a 
week or more,and JOH1 wtth Mr,Farrer, 
:ind the Family il~ chefe Devoti,ins,and 
affifl: and eafe lum or them in their 
Watch by Night; and thefe varions 
Devotions, had neverlefs than two cf 
the domefl:ick Family in the Nighc; 
and the \,V:ach was :ilwayes kept in the 
Church or Oracory, unlefs in extreme 
colc Winrer-niglits, 2nd chen ic was 
n1~int:1in' d in a Parlor which had a fire 
in ît, and the Parlor was fitted for chat 
pwpofe; and chis courfe of piety, and 
gre:a liber;;licy co h;s poor Neighbou:s 
Mr. F,irrer rnaintain'd cil! h s deach: 
whichwasiptl1eye:ir16?9, iAr, 

@r. ®eoige Jl)erbcrt. 105 

Mr.Farrers, and Mr.Herberts devout 
lives, were both fo ooted, that the gene­
ral report of their fanél:iry, gave th7m 
occafion co renew chat f11ghc a_cqDa_m­
tance which was begun ac the1r bem_g 
Contemporaries in Cambridge; a_nd/h;s 
new holy friend!hip was mamtam d 
without aoy interview, but only by lo­
ving and endearin~ L~tcers.. And, .~ne 
tefl:imony of the1r fnend!h1p, and ptLUS 

· defions may appear by Mr. Farrers 
coi:me~ding the confiderations ot :John 
raldeff o (a Book which he had met wah 
in bis TravelsJ and Tranfiated out. ?! 
Spanijl, into Englijl;) to be exa:n1~ 
ànd cenfor'd by Mr. Herbert; wh1ch 
Book, 1\,1.r. Herbert did_read, and return 
back wich many margmal Notes, as 
they be now printed with that excel• 
lent Book ; and with them, Mr. fier~ 
berts «ffeél:ionace Let ter to Mr. Far-
rer. . d 

This :John Valdef[o wns a Span1ar , 
and was f0r his Learning and Venue, 
mt1ch vJ\ued :ind lov'd by the gre;;c 

Empe~ 
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106 ('!J:be )Lffe of 
Emperour Charles the fi/th, whoïn P.il­
dejfu had followed as a Cavalier ail rhe 
timeof his long and dangerous Wars. 
and when P,ddef{o grew old, :md weary 
of the World,he to'.lk his fair opportu­
n1ty,ro_declare to the En1perour,rhat his 
refo ut1on was to declme His M:ijefties 
Ser:71ce, and bet~ke ~i_mfeJf to a quiet 
ana concempl:1t1ve hfe , beci1ufe there 
ought to be a vi1cancy of time, betwixt 
fighttng and dying.---The Emperor had 
himfelt, for the fame, or other reafons 
ptit on the fame refolutions • but God 
and himfelf did then only kn~w them • 
~nd lie did for thofe, or ocher reafons, 
defire P,i!deffo to confider wdl of wha~ 
~e had foid, but keep his purpofe with-
10 h1s own breaft, tilt they cwo had an­
orher l1ke opportunity of a friendly 
DJcourfe, wh1ch Falde/fo promis'd. 

_Jn th~ mean time,the Emperour ap­
point pnvately a day for him and Pal­
dr;fo to receive the Sacramenc publick­
ly , a~d appoinred :in cloquent and de­
VOlli: Fryer, ro preach a Sermon of con-

tempe 
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tempt of the World, and of the happi­
nefsand benefit of a quiet and contem­
pladve life, which t)le Fryer did mofi: 
:iffeétionately. After which Sermon , 
the Empereur declar' cl openly, That the 
Preacher had begot in him a refoltttion to 
lay dowri his Dignities, to f0rfake tbe 
World, and betake himfelf to a 1,1un.1Pi-:­
çal life. And he pretended, he had 
perfwaded :John Valdeffo,to do the like; 
but this is moft certain , that after the 
Empereur had called his fon Philip o~t 
of Englanà, and refign'd to him ail h1s 
Kinodoms, rhac then the Emperour ,and 
f:ob~ Valde/[o, did perform their refo:u­
uons. 

This account of :John raldeff o) I re­
ceiv'd from a Friend, rhat had it from 
the mouth of Mr, Farrer: And, the 
Reader may note, thac in this retire­
ment, ;fohri Valdej{o writ bis 1; o _confi• 
der:uions, and many other Trcatifes of 
worrh, which want a fccond Mr. Farre.r 
to procure, and Tranflate them. 

Afcer 
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' 
After this account of Mr.F4rrer and 

1thn raldef[o, I proceed to my acc~uat 
ot Mr.Herbert, and Mr. Duncon,who 
according to his prorni:e, return'd th; 
fifth day, and found /\1r. Herbert much 
weaker than he lefc hün , and chere­
fore their Dilcourfe could not bl! long; 
bue at Mr. Dttncons parting wich him, 
Mr. Herbert fpoke to this purpofe-•Sir 
I pray give 1ny brother Farrer An acco11n; 
Pf my decttying condition, and tell him 
I beg him_ to continue his prayers for me: 
and let 1nm know, ~hat I have conflder'tl, 
'Ihat God only_ ù what he would be; and, 
tk11t I am by hu gr ace become now fo !tke 
b~m,ru to be ple,u'd 1vith what plea{eth 
h1m, and do n6t repine at my want of 
health; and tell him, my heart û fxed on 
that pl.1ce where true j oy ù only to he 
fo~nd; _and, that I long to be tbere, and 
wtll rva,, nty appoiHted chan,ze with hope 
11~dp,,ri,en~e.· •· 1-\r:3 h'.iv_i11gfaid this, he 
d1d \v,t_n fuch a hu1n1lity as [eem•d to 
exalt htm, bow clown to Mr. Duncon, 
:ind with a thoughtftil and contented 

look, 

~r.®eo:ge IJ.)crbert. 10 9 
look, fay to him, Sir, I pray deliver thù 
litt le Book to my de11r brothcr Farrer ,and 
tell him,he fliall find in it a pié!tire of the 
many fpiritual Confiiéi s that have pa(f 
betwixt God and my So:il, before I could 
f11bjeél minetothewill of :Je(iu my Ma­
/fer, in whofe fe1vi&e I have now found 
pcrfet1 fi eedom; dcfire him to read it, and 
then if he can think it may turn to the 
advantage of ,my dej eéled poor Soul,let 
it be made p11blick; if not, let him burn. 
it, for I and it, are lefs than the !eajl of 
Gods merci es .----Thus mean\y d1d th1s 
bun1ble man think of this excellent 
B:>ok , which now bears the oame of 
<Jhe 7' E M PL E: Or, Sacred Poems, 
and Private Ejaculations; of which,Mr. 
Farrer would fay, '1here w.u t!Je p~élure 
of a Divine S 011! in every page; and, that 
the whole Book,w.u f11ch a harmony of ho­
ly pa((ions,.u wordd enrich th~ world with 
pleafure and piety. f\nd, 1t :ippears to 
have done [o, for there have been Ten 
thoufand of them fold !ince the firfl: hn­
preffion, And 
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And this ought to be noted chat 

when Mr.F.arrcr Cent this Book to' Clim• 
bridge to be Licenfed for the Pre[s the 
rice-Chancellor would by no mean~ al· 
low the rwo [o much noced Ver[es 

Religion flanàs a Tip-toc in our Land, 
Ready to pafs tu the American Strand. 

to be printed; and, Mr. Farrer, would 
by no n1eans allow the Book to be print­
~d , and want thein : But after fome 
un_ie, and. f0me arguments for, and a­
g~mft the1r being_ made publick, the 
Y1ce-Cht1ncellor fa1d, J knew Mr, Her• 
bert we!l, and know that he had many 
heavenly SpecNlattons, and w,u II Divine 
Poet ; but, I hope the World wi!l not tal:e 
h1m to ke an in{pired Prophet, and there• 
fore I Luenfe the whole Book: So that it 
c_ame to be prînred,wirhout the diminu­
tron or ,a~dicion of a fyllable,fince it was 
de!1ver d mto the hands of Mr. Duncon, 
fave only, t har ~1r. F arrer hath :idded 
thac ~xcellent Preface thac is printed be­
fore 1r. At 

III 

"' At the iime of Mr. 1Junco11s leaving 
Mi:. Herbert, which was about three 
weeks bef ore his death, his old and dear 
friend Mr. Woodnot,came from London 
to • Bemerton, and never left him, till he 
had feen him draw his 13ft breath, and 
dos·d his Eyes on bis Death-bed. In 
this time of l1is decay, he was ofcen vi­
ficed and pray'd fo: by all ~he Clergy • 
that liv'd near to h1m, efpec1ally by the 
;Eifhop and Prebends of the C:uhedral 
Church in Salisbury; but by none more 
devoutly

7 
chan his Wife,his three Nee­

ces ( then a part of his Family ) and 
Mr. Woodnot, who were the fad Wit• 
ndfes of his daily decay, to whom he 
would often fpeak to this purpofe. ·-·· I 
now look back upon the pleafures ef my life 
p11(1, and fee the content I have taken ù1 
beauty,in wit,in mufick,and pleafant Con­
'lJerfation, bow the7 arc now ail pa/f by me, 
Ma fbadowthat reiurns not, and are ail be­
come dead to me,or Itothe•; that tUmJ 
father and gcneration hath do11e brfore 
me,fo I Piall now fudlenly ( with Job) 

r,,ake 
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112 tij';f)e ILife of 
make my Bed alfo in the dark; ttnd, I 
praife God, 1 amprepar'd for it; and,th,t 
Jam not to /car~ patience, noiv I ftand in 
Juch nul of it; • and, that I have praéfi­
fed Mortification, 11nd endeavottr' d to dye 
d.tily, that I m((ht not dye e:ernaf!y ; and, 
my hope ù, that J ]ball Jhortly leave this 
vallcy of te ars ,and be free _{rom all fevers 
and pain; and which will be a more happ1 
r.ondition, J {ball be free (rom (en, and ail 
the temptations and anxieties that attend 
it; and this being paft, I {ball dwell in 
the new Jerufalem, dwell there with men 
made perfeéf; dwell, where the(e eyes Jlia!l 
/ee my Majl_er and Saviour ;Jef us; and; 
tvith bim. fee my dear mothcr, and relati­
ons, and frier;ds ; b11t I mtt{l dye, or not 
come to th,:t happy place: And, this is my 
cor:tent, th,1t I am going daily towards it; 
and, th,1t every d,1y th,it I have !1v'd,hatb 
taken a pv t of my appointed rime /rom 
me; and,thc1t 1 jb4Jf live the le{s time, for 
having liv'di'his, and the day pa(I. -­
Thefe,Jnd the like expreffions,which he 
ùtter'd often, may be faid to be h1s en-

Joyment 

joyrnrnt of He;veo;oc;fore he~njoy'd iéZ 
1 he Güt'd_ày btfore' his dearh, be rofe 
Sùdderiîy'fron:i'his Bed dr Couch; call'd 
for onè of his In!humtnts, fook itinto 
'hànd;and faid~-Uy f__;o4,m,(Jod, _. • • 

J.!Y M11fick fhitll fi~d_ thee ;· 
.- .And éveiy flri'ng . 

' • flia{l have his attribute ti! (ing. 
'And bà\i'làg tun'd ic,he play'd and fungi 

? - -Thé •sundt1yes •of mt1ns •life, 
Thredded tog,th1r "on fimes ftring, 
·Mt1/,j_ Brac_elets,.to. àdorn the Wife 
of ,the eternal g!imiou! ·King: 
qn,.Sundayu, Heavm, dore ftands opt; 
Blefjings ilre p!entifu/ and rJfe, 
• lt1ore plentif ul thdn hope. __ 

Thu~ he fung on,~arch fuch I-Iymns 
andAnthems, as the Arigtls and he,and 
Mr. Farrer, no'" fing in Heaven. _ 

T I1us he continbed n1editaiing and 
ptaying, anâ rejoyc(og, till the day of 
his death, ànd on rh:1t d3y faid ro l\,1r. 
PVqodYJot, ,11y det1r Friend, I am_ forry i 
have nothing to prefe,,t to my merciful 
God but fin and mife·o/; but the firfl ii 
pardon'd, and afew ho11rs 111i!l f"' a p:riod 

H rr1 
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to the l.stter. Upon which exp~effion; 
Mr. wooânot took occafion to remem­
ber .. hin1. of the . Re-edifying L11y1111 
Church and his many Aéts of mercy i 
to which he mad.c _anf wer, faying, Thty_ 
&e good wor/es • if they !Je (prinhltd with 
the blood of ciri/f, a»J· not otherwife. 
Af ter this Difcourfe, be becanie more 
reftlefs, and bis Soul f eem' d to be weary 
of ber eàrthly Tabernacle; and this un­
eafinefs became fo vifible , that his 
Wife, bis three Neeces,and Mr. w,otl­
not, fiood conftantly about his Bed,be­
holding hint with forro,v, and an unwil­
lingnefs to lofe the fight of hhn whom 
they could not hope to fee much longer, 
As they flood thus beholding him, his. 
Wife obferv'd him to breath faintly ,and 
with much trouble ; and, obferv'd him 
to f ail into a f udden Agony ; which fo 
furpriz'd her., that lhe fell into a fudden 
paffion,and requir' d of him te know how 
he did? to which his anfwer was, 1·h111 
he had_paP a Conflill with his lafl Ene­
my, 11nd h11d overcome bim, i1 the meri:f 

œr. G5eo1ge fl,erbert. I 15 

of hil Mafler :}efm. After which an­
fwer, helook·d up, and faw his Wife 
and Neeces weeping to an extremity, 
and charg'd them, 1/ they lov·J him,to 
j:Jlithdr11w into the next Rocm, and there 
pray every one alone for him,fur nothin$ 
/;ut their IMnentations could make hu 
death r111comfort,ble. To which requeft, 
their fighs and tears would not fuffer 
them to make any reply, but th~y yield­
ed him a fad obedience, ieavrng only 
with him Mr. woudnot,and Mr. Boftock. 
Immedi:uely afcer they had left him, he 
faid to Mr. Boftock, Pray Sir open that 
d1or thén look inttJ that Cabinet, in which 
you :nay ea(,lJ find my_ lafl Pf:'ilt, and give 
it into my ha»d; wh1ch be1ng clone, he 
deliver'd it into the band of Mr. Wood­
not, and faid, M1 old Priend, 1 here delf­
ver you my laft Will, in which you w1lt 

• .---find that 1 have made you my foie Execu­
for for the good of my Wife and Neeces, 
and I de(ire you to jhew kindncfs to them, 
as they fball ,,eed it; 1 do not defi,e you 
t, be jnfl,for J know you wrll be Jo for yor1r 

H 2 uwn 
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own {ake ; but .I charge you, by the .Reli­
gion of ottr friendjhip,to be careful of them. 
And having obtain'd lv1r. Woodnots pro­
mife to be to, he faid, I am now ready to 
dye; after which "ords he faid, Lord, 
grant me mercy, {'r the merits .of my ::fe­
Jus, and now, '.orâ,receive my Soul, And 
w,th thofe wo ·ds b1ea h d torthhis Di­
vine Soul, withoct any apparent difl:ur­
bance Mr. Wi!odnot, and Mr. Bo{lock,at• 
tend ng his lafl: breath, and clofing his 
eyes. . . 

1 hus he liv'd and thns he dy'd like 
a Saint, unfpottcd. of· the World, full 
of Almf. deeds, .full of Hut11iU1y, and 
ail the examples of venuous life; which 
I cannot conclude better, chan with this 
borroweà obftrvation : 
--··· .. · Ali mu/f to the cold Graves: 

Bt.t the religious aéfions of the jufl, 
Smetl fweet in death_a11d bl/ijfom in the 

• ( d11ft, 
Mr. George I1erberts have donefo to 

this, and will doubtlefs do fo to fu.c•. 
ceeding Generations. 

F I N I S, 

117 

'THere is a vebt j uflly d11e to the n1-e• 
. . mory of Mr. I-ierberts ,ve,'t110us 

Wife a part of which J 1vill endeavo!tr to 
pay, by a very jbort accompt of the re-_ 
,nainder of her tife .. _which ]hall follo:v· 

she cor1tinu,d hu difconfolare i,; ido1v 
five 1ears, bemoa,nng her f~lf, and com• 
plaining That ihe h,id !ofl: tne deltght of 
her eyes\ but more, th:it t}e 'iad loft the 
fpiritaal ouide for her poor fout ; and 
rvould of~n fay, o that l had like ,holy 
Mary, the Mother of Jefus,treafur d up 
ail his fayings in my heart ; but fince I 
have not been able to do that, I will la­
bour to live like him,that where he no\v 
is, I may be a1fo. And p1c w~11td _often 
Jay ( a-s the Prophet l)av1d J or bu fon 
Abfo\on) o chat I had_ dyed f~r htm. 
'IhtM p,e continued mo11rnzng,tt!l ttme a'lld 
conver f ation ha-1 fo mcdcrated her forro,vs, 
that jhe became the happy W1fc of Sir Ro· 
bert Cook of Higha1n in the County of 
Gloucefter I<night .-Anà,though be pttt a 

F 3 high 
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high valtll en the excellent accomplifh­
ments of l,er mind and &ody; and was fa 
like Mr. Herbert, ,u 11ot to govern like ,c 
Maf!er, lmt Ill an affeélionate Hm&and; 
yet, fbe wottld even to him often takeocca• 
fion to mention the name of Mr. George 
Hetbert, anà Jay, That name muft live 
in her 1nemory, cill lhe put off mqrtali­
ty. By Sir Robert,jbe had only one ëhild, 
a Daughter, whofe parts and plentiful 
eflate make her happy in this world, anJ 
her we!l ufing of them,gives a fair tef!i .. 
mony,that jhewill he foi» tlu,twhich is ti, 
çome. 

Mrs, Herbert w,11 the Wife of Sir 
Robert eight years,and litt/d hisWidow 
nine; aU whkl, time, /be took a pleafore 
in mentioning, and commending the ex­
cellencles of Mr. George Herbert, She 
dyed in the ye,r 1663. and lies ~11ried at 
Higham, Mr.Herbert in his Dwn ch11rch, 
11nder the Altar, and cover'd with 11 

Grave-ftone withor,t any infcription. • 
This Lady Cook,had prefarv'd many 

(If ,~1r, I-Ierberts private Writings, ivhich 
• • . foe 

• 

fhe intended t, make p,hliek s &111 they; 
"nd Higham houfe,wert burnt t,gether, 
/;y the l11tt Rehets ; 4nd '11 thon wa1 11l-, 
fo h11rnt or eleftroyed a choice Lihr11ry , 
111bich Mr. Herbert had f11flntd with 
cbains, in II fil room ln Moµntgomery 
Ca{Jle, /;eing !,y him dedic11t1J to the Jsi:­
çe,ding Herberts, th11t fb1•lel iecome the 
,mmers of il. HeiyeJwithoutanE11em1, 
s/ Andrew Melvin Jyul hef,r, him ?, 
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Mr. GEoRaE HERBERT to 
~- F. tl1e Tranflator 
of Vald~!Jo. 

M r dear and deferving Brother ,'jour 
V aldeff o I now return with 1/U• 

11y tha»ks, and {ome notes, in which per­
haps you wilt difcover fome care, which I .. 
forbear not in the mid{J of my griefs ; 
Fir{f for your Jake; becaufe, I WtJTlld do 
nothing negligtntly that you commit un­
to me ; second/y for the .Authors Jake• 
whom I co11ceive ta have been a true fer­
,vant of /;Bd; and tlJ Juch, and aUthat 
is theirs', I owe diligence; rhirdly for 
the ch1rches (ake, tfJ ,-,hom by Printing 
it, I wpuld have 1011 confecrate it. r,u fJwe 
thecfiurch~ debt, andGod hathput thk 
into your han61s ( t« he Jent the FiP, 111ith 
money to St. Peter) to di(charge it: bap­
pily alfo with this ( M bis thoughts are 
. - _frHÎt-_ 
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x24 • @r. O!>eo1ge JprrbettP.' 
frrlitfu!) intending the honor1r of his fer·' 
vant the Artthor, ,vho being obfcuredin 
his dWJJ CoMntrey,he wou!d have to flortri/b 
in tbis land of light, and rcgion of the 
Gofpel, among his cho[en. lt is tr11e, 
there are fi1me things w~ich I like not 
in him, M' my fra/;ments wi!l exprefs, 
whcn yott read them; neverthelefs I wifh 
you 61 ail r11eans to publifi it, for thefe 
three eminent things obfervable therein: 
Firfl: , that Cod in the mid(f of Popery 
fbould open the eyi:s of one to underfl:and 
4.nd exPrefs fo clearly, and excellent/y the 
intent of the Go{pel in the accrptation of 
Chrifls righteoiifnefa : ( 4$ he. /heweth 
thro11gh a!l his c on(iderations, ) ,1 thing 
//range/y b11ried, a11d du kned {;y the Ad­
verf4riesJanà theirgre,1t f!rtmbling block. 
Second/y, thegreat hono11r and revertnce, 
which be e'verywhere bears tow,trds or1r 
dear Ma/fer and Lord; conclading • rvery 
Confideration aimo(f wi.,h hù hoty Name, 
1Jnd fetting hù merit forth {o pioHjlJ; for 
wb1ck1 diJ f o love him, that were there 
/IIQthing elfe, I would Print ir, that 1vith it 

· the 

-~•"'·'-'"'··'·:_'-cc\ 1 

lettec to .m. Jf. 1:15 • 

the honour of my Lord might be pub!ifb~à, 
'IhirdlJ, the many pious rules of orderrng 

ir li', abo11t Mortification, and obferva-
Ot 'J' ' • 1 • d t '·e t· ofGodsKtngdomwttmnus,an 1J 

,;::k,ng ther,iof; of whi,h he w,u. a 'Very 
diligent obferrgr, Thefe t~ree t~in,r;s ar: 
'Vtry eminent in the Auth0r, ~ntl ,IJ'Ver , 
weigh the Defer!s ( as l conceip~) . tg~ 

wards the publ1flnng thereof. . •. 

From his Parfon~f',e" 
of B,m-urton, ne:1{· 

Saiifb,iry , Sept• ' 
29. J-6;2. 
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,f o Sir 1· 'D. 

SIR; 

T H01egh I h11à the befl wit in the 
World, yet it would e11PIJ tJre me, 

to find out v11riety of tha»ks f,r the di­
'Vtr(,tJ of your f.ivours,if I fought ttJ da 
fo;but, Iprofefsitnot: Andthere(orelet 
it /Jt fuffîc.ient for me,that the fome he11rt, 
,vhich you h,ive won long fince, is {litt true 
to Jou, and bath nothing elfe to an(wer 
7our infinite l:indne{[es, /;ut a co11J(f anc1 
of obedience; onlJ hereafttr I will take . 
heed how l prepofe mJ dePres 11nto JOU • 
ftnce 1 -find yo,e fo witling to yield to my 
req11e{l-s; far, {ince your favours come 4 

Horfe-back, there is reafon, thatmJ de· 
fires fl,ould go 11-foot ; neither do I malt~ 
any queflion, but that you have perform­
td 7o#r lcindnefs to the full, and that the • 
Horfe is every way -fit for me, 1111d 1 

wi!l 

• aBt~ ll't~ere, letta,~ 1Î7 
will {Jrive ts imitate •~e eompk.stnefs. of 
10,1r /ove, with heing ,n fome prop1rt1111, 
t1nJ 11/ter rnJ m11nnet, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Ge~rge Her~ert. 

For my dear fick Sifter. 

Moft dear Sifter, 

T Hinftnot my pt,nce forgetf11lnefs i 
, or ,that my love is 114 dr,mb M 1111 
papers;though b,flneffes ma1 flop my h~nd, 
:,et my heart, a mH&h better m_ember,tS ~/. 
'll'a7es with 7011 : and which tS more, wttb 
our good and $r a,iom God,i11cej{antly beg­
ging fame eaJt of 7our p11ins ,w~th that e11r­
ne{lnefs, tbat becomes y,ur griefs, and m7 
love God n,ho knows andfees this Wri­
tino • knows 11/fo that m1 folli&iting him 

., h~ 

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of University of Illinois Library 



,, 
,, . 

' i 
' ,, 

' 

' '. 

h.u btCN,l~li,eh;anilmy,te.,irs many flû;_y'Du; 
judg~ m_e rte11 /Jy thofe•wàte_r'i; andi;ot bJ_ 
my Ink, and 1hen Jou fl,:11.t/J,uflly ,vafue · ,-. 

Your moll: truly, 
1 . ,",· 
' ;,. .. . ,, 

Dcccm.6. 1600. 

n1ofl: heartily, 

affeél:ionate Brocher, 

, _, . : : ?nd Sery.-a.nt, 

Geor(C ller6ert, 
~. • .. . 1 ~ •. 

• . (' r .-

, il ~ , -, . ·_ ...• 
, ' ·' • - • 1 • ,, 

. •. \\. ' . .-.~. ·_ 

SJ.!}t, IPctbctt~ lcttcr~. 129 

S Ill, 

I · Da~_e no longer he fl_zlent,/eaft whJlt. 
l thmk I am moàr(f , I 111ronJ /Jl)th 

my fetfia11d alfo thê coYJfidencemy Friends 
hàve iN me ; wherefore J .,;u open mf 
t11ft «nto yun, whicb I think defer'l!es the 
teaàint-a( the lea(f;, and it Y this, I 
• want Books extremely; Tou know Sir,: 
how I am Ylow fetting foot 1nto D v1nity, 
to lay ·the. platform of my future life, 
and ]ball 1 then be fain alwayes to bor­
rolV lloeks, ami bu1ld on anothers found,:­
ti1J» ? What Tradef man ù there who 
wt!l fet up without hi. Tools ~ Pardon 
my b;,/dnèfs Sir it ü a mo(t (cri1Ju. Cdfe, 
nor can l write coldly in that , wh-rein 
con{t(leth the mak,ng gQod Pf my former 
ed•1catio11 , of eheying that .' p1rit which 
hath gutdea me hitherto,and of archievi~g 
mv \, 1 dare Jay) ho/7 ends 7 hes ,,If 11 

i. aggrav,ited, in that I apprthenJ what 
l 1111 
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·110, Ei)r. JPtrbttt~ l.etter11 •. 
my Friends would have bttn forwardto 
fay,if I hAd t11ken i/l courfes, Follow 
yeur Book, and you fhall want nothing: 
Tou know Sir, it il their ordinary fpeech, 
and noiv Jet them make it good; for,,fin.'ce, 
1·kop~,'( hivvrnot. deceived thtir expella~ 
tion, let. n~t tbem . (leceive ,rJiNe: • B.ut 
perkapsJhey wifl {41 Jht& arrftckty, yott 
mu.fi pet fl11dy too h11rd; it if Jr.pe, ( God 
knows ) I am W(a,k ytt not fo, btJt that. 
tvcry d4J, 1 may fltp ope {lep to'tf'arJs 
my journies end; 4fld I l'bve m1, fritntfs 
f o well, a,s that if ail things praved not 
welt, I had rAther the j ault ft10isld lie on 
me , th;1n on them. ; but thcy willobj et1 
again, What bec11mes of your Annuity ~ 
Sir , if there be any truth in me 1 I 
fondit litt le eno11gh to keep me in health. 
Tou know I WM fick laff r11c11tion, nei• 
ther am I yet rectvered, fo that I am 
f ain tver and anon , 10 h!IJ f11mewhat 
tending towards my he"lth ; for infirmi­
ties art both p11inful 11nd cofl/1, Now 
thi.s Lent I 11m forvid utterly to e11t any 
Fifl,; fi th11t l am fain 10 dyet in my 

chambtr 

-
cl,ambet af mine ow~ çoft; far it1 fJUr 
publick #ails, 1ou k'now, is 11otbing but 
Fifo and Whit-meatt •' Out of Lent 4/­
/0, twice a Week, on f rida y es a,r,d Sa• 
turdayes, J muft do J~, which 7et faw.e­
tJme11 faft. Sometime~ .alfo I riefle to 
Newmarket, and tkerr {iç !/ d4y ,;,r t,wu 
for frefb A}r ; ait 11hiç./;,, tfnd to 4'PPitfin.g 
ef ca{Uier matters, if, 1, /bQ11id, fiill ab(~­
lntely fick: I prote fi and 'Tl{J!V, I er;;cn 
ftudy 'Ihrift , and yet I am fcarce avle 
with mu.th ada to11111ke one ha![ years 
allowance, fhake h.1nds with the other: 
And yet if a Book of four or (ive Shi!· 
Jings come in my way, I buy it, tbougb 
If1ft for it; yea,(ometimes of (en sb;l­
lings : But, al.es Sir , wbat il tbdt to 
thofe i.1finite rotumes of Divinity) whicb 
yet every day Jwell , and grow bigger. 
Noble Sir, p11rdon my IJoldnefs, and con­
fider but thefe three things. Firff,the Bulk 
of Divinit,v, Second/y, the time wheYJ 
! defire thù ( which is now, when I mu/Z. 
lay tht fo11ndation of my wbole l,fe. ) 
Thirdly, what I depre, and to what end, 

I ::i not 
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1 3, Sl}r. U,crbcrt~ JLettcr~. 
not ,vain pleafures , n,r ta a vain ~nd. 
1/ then, Sir, ther e be any courfe, ezther 
hy ene;aging my futul'C Annu1ty, Or 11ny 
1th. r ~ way , I dcfire you , Sir, to be my 
Mediator to tbem ÎrJ my beh,Jf. 

Nuw I w zte to you, Sir, br,aufe to 
you I ha,ve ever opened m~ heart; and 
havt re11Jon, hy the P ate11ts of. y.our per­
petual (avour .to Jo fo {llil , /or 1 ""' 
[ure you love 

March 18. 1-61 7. 

'frin: Coll. 

Your faithfulleft: 

G1,rge Herl,ert. 

S@r. JPtrbert~ JLetter,. 13 3 

SIR, 

T H~ Week bath. loaded me with your 
Favours; I wi{b 1 èould bave 

come in perf11n to thank you? but tt u not 
pcfftble; prefently t1/ter l\11chaelmas , I 
,1m to make an oration to the whele Uni­
•oerfity of an hot1r long in Latin, iind my 
Lincoln journey,hatb {et me much behinà 
band: neithcr can I Jo much ,u go to Bug­
den, and deliver your Letter, yet have I 
fent it tbither hy a faithful Meffenger thil 
Jay: 1 befaecb 7ou ail, you and my dettr 
Mother 11nd Si/fer to pardon ine, for my 
Camhr.idge n.ecej(,ties are flronger to t_J. e 
me here, than yoHrs to London : IJ • 1 
could pof{ibly have come, none foould have 
done my ,nrffage to Sir Fr: Netherfole 
for me; he and I &rc ancient acq11,ûnt­
ance, and I bave a {lrong opinion of. bim, 
tb11t if hë can do me a co11rtefie, he 111ill 
of himf elf; yet your appearùig in it, af­
fells me {frange/y. I h11ve fent yo11 here 
inclof ed 4 Letter [rom our Majler in my 

· I 3 behalf, 

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of University of Illinois Library 



134 Q8r♦-11>-erbert~ JLetttrt4~ 
iéhatf, whù:h if rcu can fend to Sir Fran-· 
cis be/ore hi. departure, it witl do.well,for 
it expreJleth the Univerfitiet 'inclination 
tonie ; yet if you cilnpot {~nd it with m11ch 
convenic»è:ë, itfs 'no mattèr,/1ir·tbe Gen­
tlemàn needs no inâtation to love me. 

The Orators p(ace (tbat you 'tnay un­
derffand what. if i. ) i. thé (inëjt place 
in tÏJfUniver(itJ, thou,gh not the gainful­
left ;yet that will be about 301. per an. 
hut the commodfoufneYs is beyonJibe Re­
venue; for. the àrator wr.ites a!lthe Uni• 
verfttj Letters, mii'kù aU the or~tions, be 
itto King)Prince}or whatevercomès to the 
Univerfity; to reqüite thefe pains , be 
tàkes plar.e ntxtthe Doéfors, is at alltheir 
4/femhlies and Meètings, and fits abovt 
~h_e ~ro,1ors, is Re!f,ent. or Non~~egent _at 
b.tsp,eaJ,ircJ and J,ech like Gaynè{fe1,wh1ch 
willpleefe a yo11ng man well. • 
·• _I long to hear {rom Sir Francis, lpray 
Str fend the Letter ysu receive /rom him 
to me a,s faon a,s you can, that I màJ work 
the heads to my p11rpofe. . I hope I fhall 
get th/s place withuut ail yuur London 

helps, 

e,Je.11>ee-berts lettets~ i i 5 
helps, of which I Am very prouJ, not l,11t 
that Ijoy inyour favo11rs, /Jut thatyoum.iy 
fee,that if ail fail,yet l am a/Jleto /fandon 
mine ~wn ~egs. No/Jle Sir, I thank you for 
your t,iµntte favours. l fear on/y that I 
bave om~tted fome (ittïng circumflanc,, 
yet you wlll pardon my hafle,which 'is >pery 
gteat, tho11gh never fo,hut that I hA.ve both 
time and work to be • • 

Your extreiµeSetvant, 
' ' 

George Herbert. • 

14 

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of University of Illinois Library 



. SIR;. 
. J·H11ve rtceivedthe things ys,! fent mt~ 

f11fe; 1111d now the or,ly thzng I long 
fr, is to lnar of my dear fick Si fier; fir/f, 
how her health /ares, nrxt, ,vhéther my 
pe11ce be yet made with her co11cerning 
m7 Mnkznd depa,ture. Can 1 be {o hap­
py, .46 to hear of ·both thefe that they fuc­
eeed ·w,tl" ls it not too much for me,: 
Good Sir, make it plain to hcr, that 1 
lopeà her eveiJ, in my departure, in 
lookins to her Son, and my charge. I 
fuppof e {be is not difpofed to [pend her 
eye fight on a picce of paper , or tlje 1 
had wrote to her ; when 1 foall t1nder· 
ftand that a Lettcr will be Jeafon4bJe, 
my Pen ü re11dy. Concerning the 0r11-
tors place ail goes well 7ct, the next Fri­
day ~ u.· tryrd, and a~tordi»g}J yo~ /hall 
ke.,ir., l ha'fle fo?tji bufineges ,,. my 

ha111ls, 
r.; 

SJ)r. fl)etbetts lettrtt. 137 
h,nds, your C ourttfit will p,rdon 1/,e b11Jle 
of . 

Jan. 19.' 16r.9 . 

'Irine Coll. 

SIR, 

Yoùt humbleft Servant; 

Geerge Herl,ert.' 

I Unàerfland by Sir Francis Nerherfols 
. Letter,, that he fears I have 11ot fuU1 

refalved of the matter ,fince thi. plAce he­
ing civil 11141 divert me too mu,h /rom 
Divinity, at whfth,,;ot witho11t '""fa, he 
thi"nks ,. I ,1im; bNt, 1 have wrote hi111 
l,11cli,that t'bis dig11ity,h11th nofuch t.trthi­
nefs. in it~ but zt ma1 very rvtUhe jointd 
with He aven; or if it had to others, yet 
t o me it foonld not, for ought I yet knew; 
,nd therefore 1 defire h1111 to fend me a 
direEI ;infwer in his next Letter. 1 pr,y 
Sir therefore, c11ufe this inc!ofedto be car­

, ried t, hù brothers h1111{e of bu 11wn namc 
( IY 
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l ~ Sjr. fl)erberts JLetter~; 
( tts i think) •• at the fign of the Pedler 
and the Pack on London-bridge , for 
there he ajfigns me. I canno~ yet fi~d let­
/ure to write to my Lord, or Str Benpm1n 
Ruddyard; hut I hope I fball fbortly, 
thoughfor the reckoning of your favours, 
I fl,al! nevcr finJ time t1nd paper enough, 
yet 11ml 

Your readieft Servant, 
O0ob.6. 1619. 

George Htrhert. 

l remtmher my mafl h11mhle duty to my 
. Mother, who cannot think me'lazy, 

Jincel rode zoo mile to fee A Sifler,in 
a way 1 knew not, in the mid/1 of much 
huftne[s, 11nd ail in a Fortnight', not 

. l,ng {tnce. . 

To 

To the truly Noble Sir · 
1· V. 

SIR, 

J Underfl,1nd hy a Letter /rom my 1Jro!htr 
Henry,that he hath boteght a pilrcel 

of Books for 11Je, and that the y are c~~ 
ming over. Now thoregh they have h1-
therto travelled upon your charge, yet if 
my Si#er were acq11ainted that they ,ire 
ready , I àare fay /he rvould make good her 
promife of tt1kin~ ftve _or fix pound upo11 
·ber, which (be bath h1therto deferrtd to 
do, not of ber (elf, • brit upon the want of 
tho{e Books whùh were not to be got 111 
England ; for tlutt which Jurmounts, 
though your noble difpofition is infinitel7 
frec , yet I had rather fiie to my old.ward, 
that ·if anyconrfe co11ld hc taken ôf do!'• 
bltng my Annuity now, «pon condrttor> 
that I p,ould furcea{e {rom All title to it, 
aftcr I enter' d into a Btne(ice, I OioulJ. 

be 
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140 œtr. U,trbtrtg JLctttr to, &c, 
IJe mo(I glati to entertain it) and both p,ty 
for the [,erplufag • of thefe Books, and for 
ever afttr çea{e my r;lamoroey 11nd ~reedy 
/,()o/cifb ,·eque/l!. Tt is high time now that 
1 fbo11ld be no more a burden to you , fince 
1 ç11,n never anf'wer what I have alre11dy 
received ,, for y~ur f avo11rs are fo ar,ci­
ent, that they prevent my memoryi andyet 
31#1 grow upon . . • 

Your bumbleft SetvJnt, 

George Herbert, 

-1 remembtr my mo~ h,,,;,ble d111y to my 
Noth r, f have wrote to my aear fiel: 
St fier tbis Wtt'k already, and therefore 
110w l h,pe may be excttfed, . 

I pray fir, p.tràon my boldne{s of in­
ch/h,g my Brothers Letter in yours1 

f,F 1t w.u br,ca11fe l know yuur Lodg­
i,ig) /;ut not his,. 

'Io 

To the worthiefl Lady,Mrs. 
Magdalen Herbert. 

Mad11m, 

E Very excufe hath in it fomewh:t of 
accufation ; and ftnce I am iunoJ .. 

cent, and yet mufi: txcufe, how th.;.,i i 
do for th:tt part of accufing, By my 
troth, as c'.efperate and p-:rpiexc:d 1ntn~ 

grow from t htmce bo d • fo rnutl:I take 
the bo!dmfs of accufiug you,wl:o would 
draw fo d;,rk a Curtain bec1• ixc me and 
you~ rurpofes, as chat I had no glim-: 
menng, ne1cher of your ooinos, nor the • 
way which rny Letters 

0
might haunt. 

Yet, I h:ve given this Licence to Tra­
vel, but ! kn w not whether,nor it le 
is therefore r3ther a Pinnace to difc~ver. 
and the in tire Colony of Letters, of 
Hundreds :.nd .rifties, mufi follow; 

whofe 
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14i Dr.Donne·, letter~. 
whofe employment is more honourable, 
than that which our S ·ate meditates to 
Yirginia, becaufe you are ':"orthier t_han 
ail that Countrey, of wh1ch rhat JS a 
wrecched inch;for you have better trea­
f ure, and a harmlefsnefs, If this foand 
like a ftattery, tear it out, I am to my 
Letrers as rigid a Puritane, :is C.f{ar was 
to his Wife, I can as ill endure a fuf­
pitioris and mifinterpretable word as a 
fault; but remember, that nothiog is 
À:ittery which the Speaker believes; and 
of the groffeft flatteries there is this 
good ufo,thàt they tell us what we91ould 
t,e. But, M11da'!f', you are beyond 1nlhu­
t'l:ion; and therefore there can be long to 
you ooly ptaife; of which, though you 
be. no gooJ hearer, yet allow iJ.ll tny 

· Letters leave to have in them CJne parc 
pf it,which is thankfulnefs towards you, 

Tour unworthieft Ser'l.iant, 
Michin, • 
July , , . Except your accept111g • 

•6°7· bave mc//Jdedhim, 
John Donne, 

To 

Dr. Donne'~ ll.ctter~~ 14_3 

'lo the rvortlJieµ Lady, Mrs. 
Magdale11 · Herbert. 

M11da.rn, 

T His ismy fecond Letter, in w.hich • 
though I cannot tell you what is 

good, yet this is the worft, thar I muft 
be a great p3rt of it ; yet to me, that • 
is recompenfed, becau{è you mull: be 
mingkd .. After I knew you were,gone 
(for I mull:, little lefs than 3ccuftngly • 
tell yo~, I knew not you wou)d go) 'f 
fent my firfl: Letter , like a Bc'tlù of 
Hampton, to feek Adventures. • This 
day I came to Town, and to the betl: 
part of it, your Houfe ; for your me­
mory, is a State-cloth and Prefence; 
which lreverence,though you be away; 
though lneed not feek chat there,which 
l have about and within me. There, 

though 
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144 Dr, D::nine·~ ILetters~: 
though I found my arcufation, yet :my 
thing to which your hand is,is a pardon; 
yet I would noc burn my firft Letcer.be­
caufe as in great defliny no fmall pa{fage 
can be omirted or frnftrated ,fo in rrty re­
folution of writing almoft daily tà you, 
1 wou d have no lînk of the Chain 
broke by 1ne, both becaufe my tetters 
interprec one another, and bec1ufe only 
theirnumber can give them weight. If 
I had your Commiffi.on and In!l:ruaions 
to do you the fervice of a Legier Am­
baffadour here, I could fay fomething of 
the .:ounrefs of Devon.· of the States, 
and fuch things. Buc fince to you, who 
are not only a World alone, but the 
Monarchy of the W orld your felf no­
thiog can be added, efpecially by me; 
I will fuftainmy felf wich the honour of 
being 
LonJon, 
July 23. 
,607. 

ror1r Servant Extra,rdinary, 

.And withot1t p/açe, 

John Donne. 
r, 

i 

t i:)r. Donne·~ letterg~ 14s 
1 

Totheworthiefl Lady,Mrs. 
• Mag.dalen Herbert .. 

' 

JJ11d11m, , .. A. s we mull: dye before we can have 
• full glory and happinefs,fo before 

I can have chis degree of it, as co fee 
you by a Letcer, I mull: almoll: dye,c1'1t 
1s corne to London, to plaguy LondfJn; 
a place fuU of danger, a?d vanicy, and 
vice, chough the Coure ue gone, . And 
fuch it will be, till your return r~deem 
it: Not tluc, the greacefi vertue 1n th@ 
World, which is you,c:111 be fuch a Mar-. 
ibal, as to defeat, or dif~trfe. ail t_he 
vice of this place; but as J11gher bodies 
remove, or contraél: themfelves when 
becter corne, fo ac your return we fl1all 
have one door open to innocence. Yet 
Mitdam, you are not fuch an Irclllnd, as 

K produ~ 
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146 iDt. l'Ol\nt'il ~trttl. 
procluceth neither il!, nor good s no Spi­
ders, nor Nightingales, which is a rare 
de,>ree of perfeétion : But you have 
foJnd and praétifed that expetim~nt~ ' 
. that even nature, out of her detefiing 
of emptinefs, if we will make that our 
work, to remove bad , will fill us with 
good things. To abfl:ain from it, w~s 
therefore but r.he Childhood, and M1-
t1ôrity of yout Soul, which h:tth been 

1 

11 

ltmS exèrcifed fince , in your 1nan!ier 
aél:ive part, of doing good, Of whlëh 
liace l have been à witnefs and fubje€t; f 
not to tell yon (orne times,that by yout r 
influence and example I have attained to 1 
{uch a fiep of goodnefs,as to be thank,. ! 
fut were both to accufe your power ttnd 
;udgement of impotency ancl inlirmitJ j 
Jl11guj/ 2J. Tour Ladijhips in 11/l Service)', -~, 

JohnDonire~ 

no 

j 
'.i 
r•· 

0a Mr. f.jeorge Herhert's 
• Book, lntituled , The 
TEMPLE of Sacred 
Poems, fent to a Gentle ... 
woman, by Mr.Crafhaw .. 

K Now JO# Fair, o»n,h4t70M look. t 
Divi»efl LO'llt lits in thu B(JON .. 

Expelling Fire /rom yosr Eyes • 
7'o kindle this hi& Sacrifice, 
r,'h~n you~ hands u»tye thefe //rings;· 
Thznk 7111 we 411 .Angel !,y _t'he wings • . 
(J»e that g/4d!J will l,c nigb , •.· 
'l'o w.cit •pon each morning figh. 
To flutter in the l,almy Air, 
of y_ollf' well per/umed Prayer. 
thife white Plumes of hû Hee'll le»d1olii 
Whrch ever1 day to He a'Ve» wi/1 fend 7011 
To ta/te ac1J.11aint11nce of the sphere ' 
./loti "'!t,he fmPuth-faf'd Kindred th;re. 

Kz 1lni 
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',Andthough Herberts Nttme do owê 
• 'I hefe Devatioru, Faire ft ; know .· 
That while I lay them o» the P,rine 
of 1our white lland> they 11re mi1'_er, 
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