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Abstract
We derive two key propositions of the Balassa-Samuelson model as long-run balanced growth impli.
cations of a neoclassical general equilibrium model. The propositions are that productivity differentials
determine international differences in nontradable relative prices and deviations from PPP reflect dif.
ferences in non tradable prices. Closed-form solutions are obtained and tested using panel methods
applied to long-run components of OECD sectoral data computed using the Hodrick-Prescott filter. The
results indicate that labor productivity differentials help explain international low-frequency differences in
relative prices. However, predicted non tradable relative prices are less successful in explaining long-run
deviations from PPP.
"Unless very sophisticated indeed, PPP is a misleadingly pretentious doctrine, promising us
what is rare in economics, detailed numerical predictions." (Paul A. Samuelson, 1964, p. 153)

1. Introduction
In two seminal papers, Balassa (1964) and Samuelson (1964) independently argued
that labor-productivity differentials between tradable and non tradable sectors will
lead to changes in real costs and relative prices, 1 bringing about divergences in
exchange-rate adjusted national price levels. In the last 30 years this insight has been
the guiding principle for most theoretical and empirical research on real exchange
rates.
Several different predictions of the Balassa-Samuelson model have been explored
in the literature.2 Some empirical studies have focused on Balassa's finding that real
exchange rates bear a strong positive relationship to the level of output per capita
across countries. Others examine the relevance of sectoral-inflation differentials in
explaining differences in real exchange rates.3 Furthermore, several theoretical
papers have focused on the determinants of the equilibrium relative price of nontradables in intertemporal models (Dornbusch, 1983; Greenwood, 1984).
However, surprisingly, little empirical work has been carried out on developing
intertemporal-equilibrium
models to investigate the predictions of the BalassaSamuelson model. Exceptions are Rogoff (1991) and Obstfeld (1993). Obstfeld
provides evidence of deterministic trends in real exchange rates for Japan and the
United States. He develops a small open-economy model with unbalanced growth to
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capture
this important stylized fact. Our analysis differs from his in that we model a
two-country
world with balanced growth in which long-run relative price differentials
reflectdifferentials in factor-productivity growth.4 For the empirical analysis we
focus
on differencesacross countries in long-run levels of real exchange rates and
domesticrelative prices of nontradable goods. Thus, unlike Obstfeld, we are concerned
withthe cross-sectional implications of the Balassa-Samuelsonmodel rather
thanitstime-seriesimplications.
In a closely related strand of the intertemporal-equilibrium literature, Stockman
andTesar (1990) and Mendoza (1995) have studied the quantitative implications of
multisector-equilibriummodels of the business cycle. The authors use numerical
methodspopularized in the real business-cycle literature to evaluate the role of
productivityshocks and terms-of-trade disturbances in determining the cyclical
propertiesof the relative price of nontradables and the real exchange rate. In a
recentcontribution to this literature, Backus and Smith (1993) derive closed-form
solutionslinking deviations from purchasing-power parity (PPP) and real interest
parityto international consumption patterns. They use a two-country generalequilibriumexchange economy to examine the possibility that non traded goods may
explainthe persistent deviations from PPP observed in the data.
Thispaper contributes to the empirical literature analyzing real exchange rates
froma general-equilibrium perspective. Our objective is to examine two basic
propositionsof the Balassa-Samuelson model, namely, that (i) productivity differentialsdetermine the domestic relative price of nontradables and (ii) relative
pricedifferentialsexplain deviations from PPP. We carry out the analysis in the
context
of a two-countrydynamicgeneral-equilibriummodel. We derive the BalassaSamuelsonpropositions as long-run implications of the model and obtain closedformsolutions for the relative price of nontradables and the real exchange rate. This
isdoneby imposingthe constraints required for balanced long-run growth driven by
laboraugmenting(Harrod-neutral) technological progress.
We show that along the long-run balanced-growth path, the relative price of
nontradablesis determined by the ratio of the marginal products of labor in the
tradableand non tradable sectors. This ratio can be expressed as a log-linear function
ofthe investment-output ratio in the tradable sector. The investment-output ratio
isshownto be a function of exogenous parameters describing preferences and
technology.We then derive three empirically implementable equations from this
dynamicgeneral-equilibrium version of the Balassa-Samuelson model. The empirical
teststake into account the long-run nature of the Balassa-Samuelson model by
extractinglow-frequency components from time series for 14 OECD countries with
theHodrick-Prescott (1980) filter. The empirical tests also exploit the panel structure
of the data.

The empirical evidence we provide suggests that low-frequency differences in
relativelabor productivities do explain differences in long-run relative prices in our
sampleof OECD countries. We conclude that the first proposition of the BalassaSamuelsonmodel is consistent with the long-run implications of the balanced-growth
general-equilibriummodel developed in this paper. We then follow Balassa (1964)
andexamine the extent to which the theory can explain low-frequency deviations
from PPP

observed in the data. The results suggest that while relative labor-

productivitydifferentials do explain the long-run behavior of the domestic relative
priceof nontradables, the relative price of nontradables is far less successful in
explainingobserved cross-country differences in long-run CPI-based and GDP
deflator-basedreal exchange rates. In our equilibrium model this negative result can
@ Basil Blackwell Ltd 1994
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be attributed to the failure of PPP in tradable goods, or to a rejection of either the
constant-elasticity forms of the production and utility functions or the balancedgrowth constraints.
As a byproduct of our analysis we are able to clarify two theoretical results that
are important in assessing the findings of some empirical studies of the BalassaSamuelson model. First, the proposition that sectoral labor-productivity differentials
are the only determinants of equilibrium domestic relative prices is, in general, only
a long-run implication of neoclassical models. We show that in the short run, the
ratio of marginal products of labor determines only the supply of nontradable goods
relative to tradable goods. Demand is determined by the households' marginal rate
of substitution between the two goods. Thus, the short-run determination of the
equilibrium relative price of nontradables cannot be studied without modeling
the households' optimization problem. This result casts doubt on empirical studies
of the Balassa-Samuelsonmodel that only consider the supply-side and time-series
properties of the relative price of nontradables, without distinguishing between the
long- and short-run components of the data.
Second, a key finding of the original Balassa paper is that there is a positive
relationship between aggregate output per capita and the real exchange rate (or the
relative price of nontradables). However, the theoretical analysis shows that in the
long run, it is the ratio of sectoral marginal products of labor that determines the
relative price of nontradables. Therefore the Balassa-Samuelson model cannot predict how aggregate output per capita should relate to domestic relative prices. This
holds even if it is assumed that sectoral technologies are such that average and
marginal products are proportional to each other and' that population is a good
proxy for labor services or hours worked. We conclude that, although the observed
positive relationship between aggregate output per capita and the real exchange rate
(or the relative price of nontradables) remains an important stylized fact, it cannot be derived from the theoretical principles underlying Balassa and Samuelson's
original formulation.

2. The Theoretical Framework
In this section we describe the structure of our two-country, two-sector, intertemporal general-equilibrium model. The model we examine is similar to that developed
by Stockman and Tesar (1990), but differs in that our analysis focuses on the long
run rather than on business-cycle frequencies. The conditions we derive for the longrun behavior of the relative price of nontradables are robust to alternative specifications within the class of multisector intertemporal-equilibrium models of the open
economy. In particular, our results hold for models with or without complete
contingent claims markets and with or without distortionary taxes (Mendoza and
Tesar, 1993).
Consider a two-country world economy where households in each country consume
tradable and non tradable goods and supply labor services to firms producing those
goods. Households formulate optimal intertemporal plans to maximize expected
lifetime utility. Firms produce tradable and non tradable goods by hiring the services
of labor and capital and by combining them according to Cobb-Douglas technologies
subject to stationary productivity disturbances. Households and firms are free to
trade goods, equity, and financial assets internationally. For notational clarity we
only describe the characteristics of preferences and production in the home country.
@ Basil
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Foreign-countrycharacteristics are symmetric and, where necessary, identified by an
asterisk.
Firms
Firmsin the home country produce two types of goods, tradable (T) and nontradable (NT), according to the following constant returns to scale Cobb-Douglas
technologies:

Y; = F(K;, NT) = A;(XtNT)aT(K;)I-aT,
YNT
= F( KNT
t
t ,

NNT
I
)

=

0 ~ aT ~ 1,

aNT KNT I-aNT
ANT
t
It' )
)
(X 1NNT
(

(1)

0:<-.;: aNT:< ;:, 1

(2)

where the production function, F('), in each sector is assumed to be concave,
increasing, and twice continuously differentiable. The term Y:, i = T, NT is the
outputof tradable and non tradable goods at time t respectively; K:, i = T, NT are
thestocks of physical capital allocated to the production of tradable and nontradable
goodsat time t. Factors of production are assumed to be perfectly mobile across
tradableand nontradable sectors and may be owned by households in either country.
Theterm N:, i = T, NT represents labor inputs required for the production of each
goodat time t, Xt is an index of Harrod-neutral labor-augmenting technological
progressat time t, and A:, i = T, NT are stochastic productivity disturbances.5 Total
factorproductivityin each sector is given by:

0; = A;(xt)aT,

(3)

O;/T= A;/T(xt)aNT.

(4)

The stationary productivity shocks induce fluctuations of macroeconomic variables
around long-run deterministic trends.6 These long-run trends are identified by
imposing the balanced-growth conditions discussed in King, Plosser, and Rebelo
(1988)where growth is driven by exogenous, labor-augmenting technological progressas in (1) and (2). Technological change evolves over time at the rate y (where y
is the rate of growth of labor-augmenting technological change, Le., the aggregate
growth rate). For conventional preferences and technology this results in balanced
growth for all components of aggregate demand. Moreover, from (3) and (4) it
followsthat the total differential in total factor-productivity growth that has played a
keyrole in previous studies of the Balassa-Samuelson model is
OTrI

O~~
- In O;/T

( ) = (aT In( 0; )

aNT) In y + Gt+l,

(5)

wherey = XTrl/X; = X~~/X; and Gt+l= In(ATrI/Ai) - In(A~~)/A;"T, where Gis
a stationary random process. Thus, for a given rate of balanced growth (y), the
differentialin total factor productivity is determined by the difference in labor
income shares.

It is well known that with labor-augmenting technological progress the model
exhibits steady-state growth. Therefore, a transformation is required to render the
representative-households optimization problem stationary. This transformation is
achieved by deflating all variables (except labor and leisure) by the index of technological progress Xt.7
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The first-order conditions for the firm's optimization problem, given the rental

rate for capital rl and the wage rate for labor WIin each sector, yield the following
zero-profit conditions:
f(kT, NT) = rTkT + wTNT,
£«kNT
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t
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t
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t
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(7)

where f(') and k:, i = T, NT represent the transformed (detrended) production
functions and the capital stock, respectively. The terms r:, i = T, NT are the rental
rates for capital in the tradable and nontradable sectors at time t, and w:, i = T, NT
are real wages in each sector at time t.
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Competitive Equilibrium
Households
The economy is inhabited by an infinitely lived representative household with a
time-separable utility function defined over the consumption of tradables, nontradables. and leisure. The household maximizes the discounted sum of expected
lifetime utility:
EL~iJlU(cT, cilfT, LI)

l

0<

P<

1,

(8)

where E is the expectations operator conditioned on the time t information set, Pis
the subjective discount factor, cT and cf"T are the consumption of tradables and
nontradables at time t respectively, and LI is the time devoted to leisure. The
instantaneous utility function is twice-continuously differentiable in each of its
arguments.
We assume a constant elasticity of substitution (CES) instantaneous utility
function:
U(.)

= [[Q(ci)-J'

+ (1 - Q)(cf"T)-J'](-1)IJ'L~p-a,
1 - (J

+ cT
/

=

= 1,

(10)

U3(t)/U2(t)

= wf"T,

yR/U1(t) = PE[U1(t

+ 1)],

T
yU1(t) = PE[U1(t + 1)[r/+1+
= PE[U1(t + l)[r;+*1+
=

PE[p~~UI(t + 1)

rT = f1(kT, NT),
wT = fz(kT, NT),
rf"T = f1(kT, NT),
WfT = f2(kT, NT).
The market-clearing conditions are
f(kf"T, Nf"T) = cf"T + yk~~ -

( 11)

where pf"T is the relative price of nontradables, kfl, k;, and kf"T are the stocks of
physical capital owned by households in the home country in the domestic-tradables
sector, the foreign-tradables sector and the domestic-nontradables sector respectively. Capital in both sectors is assumed to depreciate at the same rate, 15.
Households accumulate net foreign assets, b, that yield the world interest rate.
R is the inverse of the real gross rate of return paid on international bonds. Thus we
assume a financial market structure in which countries trade equity and non contingent bonds and therefore insurance markets are incomplete. The household's problem
@ Basil Blackwell Ltd 1994
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where Q is the share of tradables in consumption, 1/1 + fJ. is the elasticity of
substitution between tradables and nontradables, and w is the elasticity of leisure.
Households maximize utility subject to the budget constraint
PNTCNT
I
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therefore incorporates the period-by-period constraint (10) instead of the present
value of wealth typical of complete-markets models.8
For the transformation procedure to produce stationary-equilibrium allocations
that correspond to nonstationary, balanced-growth equilibrium allocations, two
additional adjustments are required. First, the discount factor must be transformed
so that iJ = P.l-a, P = 1/1 + p, where p is the rate of time preference and (J is
the coefficient of relative risk aversion.9 Second, it is required that y be introduced
as a multiplicative factor in the accumulation of capital and bonds in the budget
constraint.

Competitive Equilibrium
In a competitive equilibrium for this world economy, home and foreign households
maximize utility, home and foreign firms maximize profits, and the goods, services,
and financial-asset markets clear. In particular, the domestic market for nontradables
in each country as well as the world market for bonds and tradable goods clear. The
competitive equilibrium is characterized by allocations of consumption, labor supply,
capital, and international bonds that satisfy the following optimality conditions in the
home country:
U1(t)/U2(t)

= pf'T,

(12)

U3(t)/U1(t) = wi,

(13)

U3(t)/U2(t) = wf'T,

(14)

yR1U1(t) = PE[U1(t + 1)],

yU1(t) = PE[U1(t+ l)[rl+l + 1 T

f

)

<5]],

(16)

yU1(t) = PE[U1(t + l)[r;:1 + 1 - <5]],

(17)

YPf'TU1(t) = PE[p~~U1(t + l)[r~~ + 1 - <5]],

(18)

r; = fl(k;, N;),

(19)

w; = fz(k;, N;),
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rf'T = h(k;, N;),
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(24)

f(k;, NT) + f(k;*, N;*) = c; + c;* + yk;+1- (1 - <5)k;
+ y*kTt.l- (1 - <5)k;*,

(25)
(26)

where Ui, i
e

111

= 1, 2, 3 is the partial derivative with respect to the first (cT), second

(eNT),or third (L) arguments of the utility function. The corresponding conditions
inthe foreign country and the budget constraints are also part of the set of optimality
conditions describing world equilibrium.
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Of considerable importance in our analysis of the Balassa-Samuelson model are
equations (12)-(14) and (18)-(22) that determine the equilibrium relative price of
nontradables. Equation (12) states that from the demand side, the equilibrium
relative price of nontradables at time t is equal to the marginal rate of substitution
between tradable and non tradable goods. By dividing (14) by (13), substituting the
result in (12), and displacing the rental prices of labor with the marginal products as
stated in (20) and (22), one can show that from the supply side the equilibrium
relative price of nontradables at time t is the ratio of the marginal products of labor
in the tradable and nontradable sectors.
This static characterization of the relative price of nontradables in terms of the
ratio of the marginal products of labor is the principle emphasized by Balassa and
Samuelson. However, in world general equilibrium both demand- and supply-side
conditions must be satisfied by the market-clearing relative price of nontradables.
Moreover, these two conditions are not independent of the rest of the equilibrium
system. In deterministic form (18) is an Euler condition linking the intertemporal
marginal rate of substitution in consumption of tradables to the change in the
relative price of nontradables over time. This Euler condition introduces intertemporal income and substitution effects in the determination of the relative price of
nontradables at date t. This means that optimal intertemporal plans concerning
consumption and investment affect atemporal decisions regarding allocations of
consumption across tradables and nontradables and of capital and labor across
sectors, hence affecting the relative price of nontradables.

Thus, (27) is the supply-sidecon
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In general, the original Balassa-Samuelson principle is only a characterization of
supply-side determinants of the relative price of nontradables. In this section we
show that the Balassa-Samuelson principle can be interpreted as an equilibrium
outcome along the long-run balanced-growth path.
To establish the Balassa-Samuelson principle as a long-run equilibrium outcome
we proceed by assuming the random shocks to the production technologies are
stationary and that certainty equivalence holds. This enables us to examine the longrun balanced-growth world equilibrium by focusing on the model's deterministic
stationary state. In this steady state, the equilibrium relative price of nontradables
reduces to expressions closely related to the Balassa-Samuelson framework.
Consider the supply-side equilibrium condition that equates the relative price of
nontradables to the ratio of the marginal products of labor in the tradable and
nontradable sectors within a country:
p

NT

=

f2(kT, NT) '
t , NNT
I
)
f 2 ( kNT

Exploiting the fact that Cobb-Douglas production functions have the property that
output per man-hour is a monotonic transformation of the capital-output ratio,
(y/N) = (k/y)(l-a)/a, enables us to write the relative price of nontradables as:
(l-aT)/aT

NT

p

_

aT

(k~y )

- CNT) [ CrraNlYaNT. ]
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Thus,(27) is the supply-side condition stating that the relative price of nontradables
isa function of sectoral labor shares and sectoral capital-output ratios. Note that
from(27)the relative price of nontradables is higher the higher is output per manhourinthe tradable-goods sector relative to the nontradable-goods sector. Therefore
thetheory, as developed here, cannot predict how aggregate output per capita relates
to domestic relative prices.1O Even if it is assumed that technology is such that
average
and marginal products are proportional to each other, as in the CobbDouglascase, and that population is a good proxy for labor services or hours
worked,it is the ratio of sectoral output per capita levels that determines the relative
priceof nontradables and not the aggreagate level of output.
From (16) and (18) it follows that in a deterministic stationary equilibrium with
perfectsectoral capital mobility, the marginal products of capital in the tradable and
nontradablesectors are equalized: fl(kT, NT) = fl(k;'T, N;'T); with Cobb-Douglas
productionfunctions this relationship reduces to

k;'T= 1 - aNT kT
y;'T

(1 -

aT

)yT"

Equation(27) can therefore be rewritten to express the relative price of nontradables
asa function of the labor shares in both sectors and the capital-output ratio in the
tradables sector:

aT

pNT =

1 - aNT

(aNT )(1 -

(UNT-l)/UNT

aT )

kT

[(I-UT)/UTI-[(I-UNT)/UNT]

(yT )

.

(28)

of
Up to this point, we have derived expressions for the relative price of nontradabiesthat

depend on capital-output ratios and represent either the supply-side

condition(27) or that condition jointly with the steady-state equality of sectoral
marginalproducts of

gtic
les

of
nd

at
io,

7)

capital (28). To argue that these conditions explain equilibrium

allocationsalong the balanced-growth path, we need to establish that capital-output
ratios
areexogenouslydetermined by structural parameters. We do this by imposing
steady-stateconditions on all of the equations (12)-(22). After manipulation of (16),
I inlong-run balanced-growth equilibrium the capital-output ratio in the tradables
sectoris

kT

jJ(1 - aT)

"1'=
y, Y- P(1 - ~r

(29)

Thisequation incorporates the steady-state equality of the intertemporal marginal
rateofsubstitutionin consumptionand the real rate of return on capital (net of
depreciation)required to produce balanced growth at the rate, y in the components
ofaggregatedemand.
Whatemerges from the analysis, at this point, is that in long-run growth equilibrium
thecapital-output ratio in the tradables sector is determined by exogenous structural
parameters,p, y, a, aT, ~. Therefore, at low frequencies (27) and (28) can be
interpretedas expressions that determine the equilibrium relative price of nontradablesand not simply the supply side of the economy. Working with (29) and the
steady-state
definition of the investment rate, iT/yT = [y - (1 - ~)](e/y1), yields an
alternativerepresentation of the equilibrium relative price of nontradables.
@ Basil Blackwell Ltd 1994
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pNT

=

aT
1 - aNT
aNT )( 1 - aT

(

(aNT-l)/aNT
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)

[(l-aT)/aTI-[(I-aNT)/aNTI

iT

X r[Y - (1 - 15)]-1
[y
]

,

(30)

which can be expressed as a function of deep structural parameters:
NT

p

= aT

(aNT )( 11-- aN1\(aNT-I)/aNT
a T-)
y-GP(1 - aT)
X

G

[ 1 - Y- PO - 15)]

[(I-aT)/aTJ-[(l-aNT)/aNTI

.

(31)

Finally, note that the expressions we have derived for the equilibrium relative
price of nontradables in (27), (28), and (30) are consistent with those from earlier
studies of the Balassa-Samuelson model that emphasize sectoral differentials in
factor-productivity growth. II This is evident from the fact that in this model, given
capital-output or investment-output ratios, the relative price of nontradables is
determined by the relative size of aNT and aT. These two parameters in turn
determine the differential in sectoral total factor-productivity growth given in (5).
The Long-Run Real Exchange Rate
In this subsection we link real exchange rates to the equil~brium relative prices of
nontradables. We establish the connection between the model's equilibrium relative
price of nontradables and the real exchange rate by following the convention of the
intertemporal-equilibrium literature.12 The convention is to proceed by noting that
the households problem has a dual representation with an expenditure function
P,C, where C, is a composite consumption good represented by C, = [Q(c;)-Jl +
(1 - Q)(c:"T)-JlrI/Jl, and P, is the price index of the composite consumption good
represented as
P,(p;, p:"T) = [QI/(I+Jl)p;'(I+P)
+ (1 _ Q)lI(I+Jl)p:"TJl/(I+Jl)J(1+Jl)/Jl.

Define the real exchange rate as s, = Pi/Pt. 13Then, if the law of one price holds for
tradable goods, the real exchange rate is expressed as

= [Q*I/(\+JlO) +

s
t

(1 - Q*)I/(I+JlO)p:"T*,,'/(I+"')J(I+JlO)/Jlo
[QI/(I+Jl) + (1 _ Q)lI(I+Jl)p:"7"'(I+"J(I+Jl)/Jl
.

From this expression it is evident that the real exchange rate is a function of the
relative price of nontradables in the two countries. In long-run, balanced-growth
equilibrium the real exchange rate is therefore a function of the same structural
parameters of preferences and technology that determine the ratio of the marginal
products of labor (in tradable and nontradable sectors) which, as we showed earlier,
determine the relative price of nontradables.
Assuming Cobb-Douglas preferences, i.e., (1/1 + J1.= 1), enables us to conveniently express the real exchange rate for empirical implementation as
(32)
@ Basil Blackwell LId 1994
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Estimating (27), (28), and (30) requires data on the relative price of nontradables,
the investment-output ratio in the tradable sector, and the capital-output ratios in
the tradable and nontradable sectors. These variables do not exist in ready form,
so the first task was to construct these variables from existing sources.
As our focus is on the cross-country properties of the data, we constructed a panel
dataset. The dataset provides a rich source of cross-country information; it consists
ofannual data spanning 1970-85 for 14 countries14 and 20 sectors15 and was obtained
from the OECD intersectoral database. The database includes information on sectoral real and nominal valued-added capital stock, investment, employment, and
factor returns for each of the 20 sectors. From this database we constructed series
for the relative price of nontradables, the investment-output ratio in the tradable
sectorand the capital-output ratio in the non tradable sector for each country in our
sample.
In order to construct the required data, the first issue was to decide which sectors
areto be considered tradable and nontradable. We chose De Gregorio, Giovannini,
and Wolfs (1994) classification scheme. This scheme is based on the ratio of the
actual shares of total exports to total production across all 14 countries for each
sector.This results in a sector being classified as tradable if more than 10% of total
production is exported.16 The 10% threshold classifies agriculture, mining, all of
manufacturing, and transportation as tradables with the remaining sectors classified
as nontradables. Annual data on real exchange rates based on trade-weighted consumerprice indices (CPI) were obtained from the IMF International Financial
Statistics,while GDP deflator-based real exchange rates were taken from Micosi and
Milesi-Ferretti (1993).
Wedecided to extract the long-run growth component of the data before estimation
for the following two reasons. First, we have shown that the Balassa-Samuelson
predictionsare long-run equilibrium implications. To be consistent with the theory,
anytests of the predictions of our model must be based on the long-run components
ofthe data. In principle, the constant rate of Harrod-neutral technological progress
in our treatment of the Balassa-Samuelson model should enable us to distinguish

betweenthe long-run and short-run components of the data. 17
Second, it is well known that employment adjusts gradually to changes in output,
and as a result, labor productivity rises in an economic upturn and declines in a
downturn.By extracting the growth component from the data, we isolate the factors
thatare more closely related to long-run labor productivity and abstract from shortruncyclical changes that may bias the"results.
Several statistical procedures have been used to filter data in macroeconomic
analysis.The most common ones are the linear-trend filter, the Hodrick-Prescott
(HP) filter, the Beveridge-Nelson filter, and random-walk detrending (Canova
andDellas, 1993). Unfortunately, a consensus on the appropriate use of filters in
macroeconomic analysis does not exist. However, Baxter (1991) and Singleton
(1988)have argued that the choice of filtering procedure should be governed by the
theoretical model at hand. We find their arguments compelling and choose two
filters:the linear-trend and HP filters that are consistent with our version of the
Balassa-Samuelsonmodel (i.e., deterministically trending variables uncorrelated with
the cyclical components of the data) as candidates for extracting long-run trends
fromthe data.

The linear-trend filter removes a deterministic linear trend from the data and is
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Figure 1. Comparison of HP Filter and Raw (log) Data for Germany

~

attractive for its simplicity. However, the simplicity of the linear-trend filter presents
a drawback when applied to highly nonstationary processes such as exchange rates
and relative prices. To confirm that the data does exhibit nonstationarity, we carried
out Dickey-Fuller and augmented Dickey-Fuller stationarity tests. As expected, the
tests fail to reject the presence of unit roots in all of the data series.18
The HP filter has certain attractions relative to the linear-trend filter. Like the
linear-trend filter, the HP filter assumes that the cyclical and growth components of
the data are uncorrelated. However, unlike the linear-trend filter, the HP filter will
render stationary any integrated process up to fourth order (King and Rebelo,
1993). Furthermore, the HP filter permits the data-generating process to have a
deterministic as well as a stochastic growth component.
Figure 1 plots the actual observations and the HP-filtered trends of the relative
price of nontradables, the investment-output and capital-output ratios in tradables,
and the capital-output ratios in nontradables for Germany. Visual examination of
figure 1 suggests that linear trends are not likely to differ significantly from the HPfiltered trends. We confirmed this by plotting both filters. While the two filtering
procedures are remarkably similar for some variables like the investment-output
ratio, the HP filter captures a slow-moving trend that the linear-trend filter misses.
Given these results, we decided to use the HP filter in the empirical analysis
reported in the remainder of the paper. 19
A striking feature that is evident from figure 1 is the smoothness of the trend

4. Empirical Results

The empirical analysis is structure
labor productivities explain long
question will enable us to evalua
determination of domestic relati
long-run relative non tradable pri
rate differentials? Addressing tt
extent to which the Balassa-Samu
exchange rates.

component that emerges from the HP-filtering procedure. Harvey and Jaeger (1993)
argue that to avoid blind application of the HP filter, the assumption of a smooth
deterministic trend should be empirically verified by estimating a structural timeseries model:20
YI

= III

Evidence on the Long-Run Relati

Having derived closed-form solut
our empirical strategy is to confro

+ rl + [;1' t = 1 . . . T,
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where y, is the series, f.1.,is the trend, r, is the cycle, and [;,is a random-error term.
The trend is
u, = f.1.,-1+ P,-I + Yf, Yf,

P, = PH + ~"

~,

- N(O, ~),

- N(O, ~),

whereP,is the slope parameter and ~,and Yf,are independent and normally distributed
whitenoise.
The cyclical term is stochastic and assumed to be generated by
r, = pCOSAer'_1 + psinAer,~1 + x"

ri = -psinAer'_1 + pcos)'er'~1+ xi,
wherep is a damping factor such that 0 ::::;p ::::;1 and )'eis the frequency of the cycle.
Theterms x, and xi are both normal and identically distributed disturbances with
meanzero and variance a;. The random-error term is also normal and identically
distributed,with mean zero and variance a;, and all three components are assumed
tobe independent of each other.
If ~ = 0, the trend reduces to a random walk with drift. Furthermore if
= 0,
the trend becomes deterministic, that is u, = f.1.o+ pt. When
= 0, but
> 0, the
trendcomponent is relatively smooth. Therefore, whether the trend component is
deterministicand well represented by a smooth process can be verified by testing
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Wecarried out maximum-likelihood estimation of the parameters of the structural
modelfor each of the 14 countries for four variables (the real exchange rate, the
relativeprice of nontradables, the investment-output ratio in tradables, and the
= 0,
capital-outputratio in nontradables) to determine whether the restriction,
wassupported by the data. The results indicate the deterministic smooth-trend
assumptionis supported by the data for 10 of the 14 countries for all four variables,
sinceG" = 0.21 The remaining four countries had values of a" that were small,

~

rangingfrom 1-4,

but with values of ae = 0.22The fact that ae = 0 suggests that

evenfor these

four countries the series decomposes into a smooth trend and cycle.
Finally,
plots of the trend component from estimates of the structural model for the
fourcountriessuggestthat trends from the structural model have features similar to
those
from the HP filter. These results are consistent with Obstfeld (1993), who
providesevidence of deterministic trends in real exchange rates for the US and
Japan.23
4.

Empirical Results

Theempiricalanalysis is structured around two questions. First, do long-run relative
labor
productivitiesexplain long-run relative nontradable prices? Addressing this
question
will enable us to evaluate the Balassa-Samuelson model as a theory of the
determination
of domestic relative prices. Second, do cross-country differences in
~ng'run
relativenontradablepricesexplaincross-country,long-run,real exchange-

trend
1993)
ooth
time-

ffitedifferentials?Addressing
extent

the second question enables us to determine the

to whichthe Balassa-Samuelson framework can be considered a theory of real

:xchangerates.
Evidenceon the

Long-Run Relative Price of Nontradables

Havingderivedclosed-form

solutions for the long-run relative price of nontradables,
our
empirical
strategy is to confront the theory with the data in the most parsimonious
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manner possible. In reassessing the Balassa-Samuelson model we therefore purpose.
fully refrain from adding additional right-hand-side variables not derived from the
model to the regressions. The tests we carry out are joint tests of the theory and the
assumption of Cobb-Douglas technology implicit in the functional forms adopted.
The log-linear form of the nontradable-price equations for country j derived in
(27), (28), and (30) can be conveniently summarized for estimation as:
NT
Pjt

_

-

T

NT

aOj + al k Yjt + a2 k Yjt

(I)

+ ejl>

(II)

pf,T = YOj+ ylkyJ, + ejt,
NT
Pjt

_

. NT

- '10j+ '1IIYjt + ejt,

(Ill)

for j = 1, 2, . . . , M countries and t = 1, 2, . . . , T time periods, where pNT is the log
of the relative price of nontradables, kyT is the log of the capital-output ratio in
tradables, kyNT is the log of the capital-output ratio in nontradables, iyNT is the log
of the investment-output ratio in tradables, and ejt are random disturbances. For
easy reference these three specifications will henceforth be referred to as specification
(I), (II), and (III) respectively.
The theory requires the coefficient on the capital-output ratio (a2) in nontradables
to be negative and the coefficient on the capital-output ratio (al) in the tradables
sector to be positive in (I). With respect to (II) and (III), the theory does not impose
constraints on the coefficient on the capital-output ratio in tradables (YI) or on the
coefficient on the investment-output ratio in tradables ('II)' However, if aT> aNT,
as data on labor income shares suggests,24 then both YI and 'II should be negative.
Moreover, the model also implies that the cross-equation restrictions YI = '11= al +
a2 should hold.
Table 1 provides least-squares estimates of a pooled (total) regression of equations
(I), (II), and (III). Equation (I) performs particularly well in several respects. First,
the coefficients are statistically significant and of the correct sign. Second, aT> aNT
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Table I. Pooled RegressionEstimates

-

Estimated Coefficients (t-statistic)
Variable
kyT
kyNT
iyNT
Intercept
Adjusted R2
F-statistic
Log-likelihood

Equation (I)

Equation (lJ)

0.240**
(4.7)
-0.278**
(-7.9)
-

0.075
(1.3)

0.149**
(2.6)
0.225
34.763
75.467

-0.048
(-0.8)
0.003
1.750
46.961

-

HOIl

Equation (llJ)
Residual sum of squares under
Hypothesis I
Hypothesis 2
0.009
(0.8)
0.059*
(1.7)
-0.002
0.599
46.384

Notes: kyT is the capital-output ratio in tradables; kyNT is the capitaloutput ratio in nontradables; iyNT is the investment-output ratio in
tradables. * Statistically significant at the 10% level. **Statistically significant at the 5% level.
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isimplicitin the results, although the implied shares aT = 0.81 and aNT = 0.78 are
higher
than direct measures suggest. Finally, equation (I) explains nearly one-quarter
ofthevariations in the relative price of nontradables.
In contrast the results from estimating (II) and (III) are less favorable. The
coefficient
estimates of YI and tll are not statistically different from zero and the
explanatory
po~er of the regressions is very low. However, the (-ratios for the null
hypothesisthat YI and tll are not different

from al + a2

=

-0.038

are 3.2 and 4.1,

respectively.
Thus although the data do not provide precise estimates of YI and tll,
thecross-equationrestrictions YI = tll = al + a2 cannot be rejected.
A possible reason for the failure of the pooled regressions (II, III) is that in
performing
least-squaresregressions with all MT observations we have assumedthat
theinterceptand slope coefficients take values common to all cross-sectional units.
Ifthisassumption is not valid, the pooled least-squares estimates may lead to false
inferences.
To investigate whether the regression coefficients are the same for all
countries
we carry out several homogeneity tests.
Ourstrategy is to determine whether the slopes and intercepts are simultaneously
homogeneousamong different countries at different times. Then we test if the
regression
slopesare collectivelythe same. We construct F tests of the above linear
restrictions
under the assumption that the errors ejl are independently normally
distributed
overj and ( with mean zero and variance O'~.
Table2 presents the results of tests for the homogeneity of regression-slope
coefficients
and homogeneity of the regression-intercept coefficients. In hypothesis 1
(same
slopes,same intercepts) the F ratio is significant, so we reject the hypothesis
ofcompletehomogeneity. Hypothesis 2 (same slopes but different intercepts) is also
rejected,suggesting that the slope coefficients are also different across countries. We
interpret
the failureof these tests as suggestingthat sectoral labor shares, which are
thedeterminantsof intercept and slope estimates in (I), (II), and (III), differ across
countriesor groups of countries. Later. we show how estimation performance
improvesif we group countries according to relative labor shares implicit in the
intercept estimates.

Table
2. Covariance Tests for Homogeneity
Equiltion
Residual
sum of squares under
Hypothesis I
Hypothesis2

(l)

Equation

Equation

(II)

(lIl)

13.212
0.926

8.514
0.705

8.559
0.444

221
208

222
209

222
209

Hypothesis 1

112.24'

(95%c.v.)

(1.5)

749.58'
(1.7)

508.31'
(1.7)

Hypothesis 2

5.28'
(1.4)

110.40'
(1.5)

38.49'
(1.5)

Degreesof freedom under
Hypothesis1 [N(T - K - 1)]
Hypothesis 2 [N(T - 1) - K]
F.statisticsunder:

(95%c.v.)

·

Notes:Hypothesis 1: homogeneous slope, homogeneous
heterogeneous intercept.
Null hypothesis can be rejected

intercept. Hypothesis 2: homogeneous slope,
at the 5% significance

level.
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Table 4. SUR EstimatesI

Table 3. Decomposition of Pooled Estimates

Pbetween(K)

Pwithin(1

A. Partition of sample = 14 countries.
al
0.176
0.240
(0.898)
a2
-0.290
-0.278
(0.998)
Y1
0.025
0.075
(0.915)
0.013
IJI
0.009
(0.992)
B. Partition of sample = 14 countries
0.223
a,
0.240
(0.974)
-0.279
a2
-0.278
(0.997)

y,
0.075
IJ,
0.009

0.070
(0.989)
0.0009
(0.999)

-

K)

0.596
(0.102)
-0.180
(0.002)
0.610
(0.085)
-0.518
(0.008)
0.035
(0.026)
0.740
(0.003)

0.601
(0.011)
-0.466
(0.001)

Next, we decompose the pooled regression estimates into "within" and "between"
components for two partitions of the sample. Panel A in table 3 is for the full
sample, while panel B is based on subsamples for 1970-77 and 1978-85. The
between component represents the output of an OLS regression based on the means
of each country's time series, while the within component is the outcome of a fixedeffects model. By proceeding in this manner we can determine the contribution of
each of the two components to the outcome of the total regression.
The results of the decomposition are reported in table 3. The weights (k) on the
between estimates indicates that almost 90% of the variation in the pooled estimates
is due to heterogeneity across countries. Thus the favorable results obtained with the
pooled regressions reported in table 1, particularly for equation (I), can be viewed
as reflecting mainly cross-country differences in trend behavior, rather than withincountry time-series patterns. This result is robust to the specification of two subsamples. Moreover, coefficient estimates are generally stable for the sample breakdown examined.
To explain the difference in performance between (I), (II), and (III), recall that
in deriving (II) and (III) we imposed the equilibrium condition that equates the
marginal products of capital in the tradable and nontradable sectors. We simplified
this equality with the conditions required for balanced growth in the model. Particularly the condition that the domestic relative price of nontradables is constant
in the long run (at levels that differ across countries depending on total factor-

Blackwell LId 1994

Intercept
Wald test statistic

and 2 periods.

Notes: Figures in parentheses are the weights attached to. the between
and within estimates in producing the coefficient estimates of the
pooled regression. Pool represents the pooled OLS estimates. The
partition is 1970- 78 and 1979-85 respectively.

@ Basil

Variable

Notes: Figures in bracket
restriction

Yt

= at

+ a2 is 1

productivity growth). Therefore, 01
ments are too demanding for thisf
we examine a cross-equation rest
by estimating (I) and (II) using;
technique. The Wald statistic repc
restriction. Failure to reject the res
t-ratios are small, implying that the
test has low power. A possible int
degree of sectoral capital mobilit
errors in the capital stock may be «
We next attempt to determine
related to productivity that can !
parameter restrictions related to tl
from the Balassa-Samuelson mode
state, balanced-growth equilibrium
be faster than that in the nontrada
intercept of (I) is aT/aNT. This is.
productivity growth. Following th
from (I) to group countries by the
Balassa-Samuelson hypothesis.
The individual country estimates
is greater than 1, another group
group with intercepts close to 1. W
medium-Balassa or high-Ba/ass
USA, Denmark, Germany, andFi
England, Australia, Sweden, Bel
the high-Balassa group: Japan, Ca
After grouping the countries by
equation (III). The results, report
of the regression improves rema

..
BALASSA-SAMUELSONIN GENERAL EQUILIBRIUM 259
Table 4. SUR Estimates and Cross-Equation Test
Estimated Coefficients
(t-statistic)

Variable

Intercept
Wald test statistic

Equation (I)

Equation (ll)

0.030 (a1)
(0.9)
0.001 (a2)
(0.3)
-0.001
(-0.025)

0.031 (yd
(0.9)

-0.0001
( -0.002)
0.045
[0.832]

Notes: Figures in brackets are the significance levels at which the
restriction Yt = at + a2 is rejected.

s
f

s
j

t
j

productivity growth). Therefore, our results may reflect the fact that these requirements are too demanding for this fragile dataset. To explore this hypothesis further
we examine a cross-equation restriction implied by the theory, Yt = (a) + a2),
by estimating (I) and (II) using ZelIner's seemingly unrelated regression (SUR)
technique. The Wald statistic reported in table 4 states that we cannot reject the
restriction. Failure to reject the restriction should be interpreted with caution as the
t-ratiosare smalI, implying that the standard errors are large, and therefore that the
test has low power. A possible interpretation of these results is that there is some
degree of sectoral capital mobility but that it is less than perfect. Measurement
errors in the capital stock may be another reason for the poor performance of (II).
We next attempt to determine whether there are any cross-country patterns
related to productivity that can be exploited for estimation. To do this we use
parameter restrictions related to the differential of total factor-productivity growth
from the Balassa-Samuelson model given in (5). In particular, recalI that in steadystate, balanced-growth equilibrium, productivity growth in the tradables sector will
be faster than that in the nontradables sector if aT > aNT. However, note that the
intercept of (I) is aT/aNT. This is a measure of the magnitude of the differential in
productivity growth. FolIowing this observation, we use the parameter estimates
from (I) to group countries by the degree to which they behave consistently with the
Balassa-Samuelson hypothesis.
The individual country estimates reveal a group of countries for which the intercept
is greater than 1, another group with intercepts less than 1 and an intermediate
group with intercepts close to 1. We therefore classified the countries as low-Balassa,
medium-Balassa or high-Balassa with four countries in the low-Balassa group:
USA, Denmark, Germany, and Finland; six countries in the medium-Balassa group:
England, Australia, Sweden, Belgium, Norway, and France; and four countries in
the high-Balassa group: Japan, Canada, Italy, and the Netherlands.25
After grouping the countries by this criterion we estimate a fixed-effects model for
equation (III). The results, reported in table 5, are striking. The explanatory power
of the regression improves remarkably from the low-Balassa to the high-Balassa
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Table 5. Fixed-Effects Estimates by Groups Based on Balassa
Restrictions

Table 6. Random-Effects Est!

Estimated Coefficients (t ratio)

Variable
Variable
iyNT
Intercept

low-Balassa

medium-Balassa

high-Balassa

-0.778*
(-1.9)
-0.034
(-1.3)

-0.019*
(- 2.3)
-0.093**
(-3.3)

-0.675**
(-19.6)
-1.022**
(-16.2)

0.012
1.80
98.5

0.042
5.19
101.8

0.863
384.6
47.6

Adjusted R2
F-statistic
Log-likelihood

Intercept
Hausman-statistic

Notes: low-Balassa group: USA, Denmark, Germany, and Finland;
medium-Balassa group: England, Australia, Sweden, Belgium, and
Norway; high-Balassa group: Japan, Canada, Italy, and the Netherlands.
Statistically significant at the I% level. Statistically sig-

..

nificant at the 5% level.

·

Notes:
nificant

-0.906"
(-10.5
53.97

.. Statistically

significant
at the 5% level.

Table 7. Comparison of Line

countries. The coefficients on the investment-output ratio for all countries are of the
correct sign and statistically significant. 26 Furthermore, these results are dominated
by between-means effects.
.
Having established that (I) and (III) are reasonable empirical representations of
the Balassa-Samuelson model, we address some robustness issues. So far the entire
analysis has been carried out with pooled, between-means and fixed-effects models.
The fixed-effects model is the appropriate statistical model when the cross section of
countries represents the entire universe of interest. However, recall that we use data
for 14 of the 24 OECD countries. This may raise some doubt as to the appropriateness of the fixed-effects model in the present circumstances. If one views the
country-specific effects as randomly distributed across cross-sectional units, then the
appropriate methodology is a random-effects model.
We estimate a random-effects model by adopting the following component structure
for the disturbances:

ejl

=

~j + Vjl' where ~I are the country-specific

effects, and Vjl

are idiosyncratic shocks. If the right-hand-side variable is uncorrelated with both ejt
and Vjl and Vjl is uncorrelated across time, then the standard variance components
generalized least-squares (GLS) estimates are appropriate.
The results of the random-effects model estimated using GLS are reported in table
6. While (III) performs well with coefficients that are statistically significant and of
the correct sign, (I) and (II) yield wrong-sign coefficients. To alleviate concerns
about whether the fixed- or the random-effects model is appropriate we apply the
Hausman specification test (Hausman, 1978). The test resoundingly rejects the
random-effects specification, suggesting that the fixed-effects estimates are robust.
In section 3 we established the appropriateness of the smooth deterministic-trend
assumption imposed by the HP filter. To verify that our empirical results are robust
to the HP-filtering procedure we carry out the entire estimation using the lineartrend filter. The result of estimating the fixed-effects model for (III), presented in
table 7, shows there is little difference between the two procedures. 27
In short, our results suggest that the Balassa-Samuelson proposition that relative
@ Basil
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Variable

HP

-0
(Group Dummies
USA
GER
DEN
FIN
CAN
ITY
NLD
IPN
GBR
AUS
SWE
BEL
NOR
FRA
Adjusted R2
F-statistic
Log-likelihood

-o.~
-o.~
-2.2
-1.8
-0.6
-0.8
-O.S
-0.8
-1.1
-2.2
-l.~
-2.2
-1.9(
-0.9

o

5
4

Notes: Linear-trend filter value

gression on a constant and a 1
significant at the 1% level.
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Table6. Random-Effects Estimates
EstimatedCoefficients(t ratio)
Variable

Equation (I) Equation (II) Equation (II/)

kyT
kyNT
kyNT
Intercept
Hausman-statistic

0.141*
(2.5)
0.573**
(8.5)
-

0.579**
(10.7)

-0.906**
(-10.5)
53.97

-0.604**
(-7.6)
5.86

-

Noles: **Statistically significant at the I% level.
nificant at the 5% level.

-0.369**
(-14.8)
-0.976**
(-11.4)
92.52

·

Statistically sig-

Table 7. Comparison of Linear-Trend and HP Filters
Estimated Coefficients (t ratio)
Variable

HP Filter

Linear- Trend Filter

iyNT

-0.518**
(-17 .7)

-0.547**
( -20.0)

Group Dummies
USA
GER
DEN
FIN
CAN
ITY
NLD
lPN
GBR
AUS
SWE
BEL
NOR
FRA
Adjusted R2
F-statistic
Log-likelihood

-0.88
-0.99
-2.25
-1.88
-0.66
-0.85
-0.59
-0.87
-1.15
-2.25
-1.84
-2.25
-1.96
-0.91

(-17.2)
(-18.3)
(-17.7)
(-17.4)
(-15.7)
(-15.7)
(-8.2)
(-19.3)
(-17.9)
(-17.3)
(-18.2)
(-18.3)
(-17.6)
(-18.5)

0.945
599.7
46.38

-0.94
-1.04
-2.38
-2.00
-0.70
-0.91
-0.67
-0.93
-1.21
-2.40
-1.94
-2.37
-2.06
-0.96

(-19.5)
(-20.8)
(-20.1)
(-20.0)
(-17.9)
(-18.6)
(-10.0)
(-22.6)
(-20.5)
(-19.7)
(-20.9)
(-20.1)
(-20.0)
(-21.4)

0.955
612.3
51.46

Notes: Linear-trend filter values are the predicted values from a regression on a constant and a linear function of time.
Statistically

..

significant

at the 1% level.
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marginal products of labor explain domestic relative prices is well supported by the
data in the total, between-means and fixed-effects models of equations (I) and (III).
Furthermore, our results are not sensitive to the HP filter.
Evidence on the Long-Run Real Exchange Rate
The evidence provided above supports the appropriateness of the Balassa-Samuelson
model as a theory explaining long-run, cross-country differences in domestic relative
prices. The next issue we address is the extent to which these differences can explain

differences in long-run real exchange rates. We focus on a log-linearversionof (32).
Assuming

Q*
~jt

= 1 yields

= JOj +

the following testable equation:28

J1Pj/T+ Gjt,

(IV)

for j = I, 2, . . . , M countries, and t = 1, 2, . . . , T time periods, where pNT is the
log of the relative price of nontradables, s is the log of the real exchange rate, andOil
are random disturbances.
Due to data limitations we use two separate real exchange-rate series: a CPI-based
exchange-rate series for all 14 countries but for only part of our sample period
(1975-85). and a GDP deflator-based exchange-rate series for the full sample period
but for only 8 of the 14 countries. As in the previous analysis we extracted the long.
run growth component from the data by using the HP filter.
Table 8 presents least-squares estimates of a simple pooled linear regressionofthe
CPI-based real exchange rates on both actual measures of relative prices, i.e., (IVa),
and the predicted relative prices estimated from (III), i.e., (IVb), for all 14 countries
for the period 1975-85. As expected from (IVa), higher prices for the relative price
of nontradables are positively associated with the real exchange rate. The coefficient
estimate on the relative price of nontradables is positive though insignificant. In
(IVb) the coefficient is statistically significant at the 10% level in a one-tailed test.
However, note that the explanatory power of both the actual and the predicted
nontradables-price specifications are extremely low. We also estimated between.
means and fixed-effects regressions to examine the cross-country properties of this
specification. The results do not improve, although the explanatory power of the
fixed-effectsmodel is very high. This is because within-country intercepts are very
Table 8. Pooled Estimates of CPl-Based Exchange Rates
Estimated Coefficients
Variable
61
60
R2

Equation (IVa)

Equation (IVb)

0.274
(1.25)
- 1.169
( -1.15)
0.03

0.315
(1.45)
-1.378
( -1.37)
0.02

Notes: (IVa): s7,P=
(IVb):

C>Oi+ C>IPJT+ Sit
s7,P = C>Oi
+ c>,p;:T + Sit

pNT: P-filtered log relative price of nontradables; jjNT: Predicted
value of pNT from (III); ShP:P-filtered log real exchange rate. t ratios
are in parentheses.
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goodat tracking HP trends. Results from repeating the pooled regressions with
GDPdeflator-based real exchange rates also yield insignificant coefficients. Estimates
forthe within and between regressions show that, unlike non tradable relative prices
(seetable 3), in which much of the variation in the pooled OLS estimates is due to
heterogeneity across country units, much of the variability in GDP deflator-based
realexchange rates is due to within-country factors. We conclude that the panel data
washelpful in explaining the relative price of nontradables, but is less helpful in
explaininglong-run real exchange differentials.29
Finally,aware of the limitations of our dataset and the fact that our decomposition
of tradables and nontradables is at best a rough approximation, we attempt to
determineto what extent the inability of our relative price measure to explain real
exchange-ratebehavior can be attributed to measurement errors. One, albeit limited,
wayto address this question is to use better-quality data on tradables and nontradablesfrom Kravis, Heston, and Summers (1982) (hereafter KHS). So taking
fromKHS (i) the data on the prices of tradable and nontradable goods from table
6.12and (ii) their measure of the GDP-based real exchange rates (the exchange-rate
deviationindex) from table 1-2 for 1975 for 34 countries, we estimate a least-squares
regressionof the log real exchange rate on the log of the ratio of nontradable and
tradableprices. The estimates from this carefully constructed dataset (t-statistic of
6.48and an R2 of 0.65) suggest that there is a long-run equilibrium relationship
betweenreal exchange rates and the relative price of nontradables.
In conclusion, the results of the empirical tests of the second Balassa-Samuelson
propositionsuggest that, while international differences in the long-run relative price
ofnontradables reflect differences in sectoral marginal products of labor as predicted
bythe theory, these differences explain only a small fraction of long-run deviations
fromPPP based on aggregate-priceindexes. One interpretation of this evidence is to
cast doubt on the validity of long-run PPP for tradables. However, significant
measurementerror, as suggested by the estimates obtained from the KHS data may
account for our findings. Furthermore, the tests we conducted embody nested
hypotheses regarding a balanced-growth neoclassical framework and constantelasticityutility and production functions.
IY

S. Concluding Remarks
In celebration of 30 years of the Balassa-Samuelson model, we have attempted to
providean appraisal of the static theory of Balassa (1964) and Samuelson (1984) by
embeddingit in an explicitly dynamic general-equilibrium setting. Our appraisal of
thiscelebrated model followed three stages. First, we derived two of the BalassaSamuelsonpropositions as long-run, balanced-growth implications of a two-country
intertemporal-equilibrium model. Second, we identified restrictions imposed on the
cross-sectional, low-frequency behavior of the data implied by our model and thus
derivedtestable predictions. Third, we constructed a cross-country sectoral database
fromexisting OECD data and conducted econometric tests of the predictions of our
modelusing panel data methods.
The empirical analysis suggests that the Balassa-Samuelson proposition, that crosscountry differences in long-run domestic relative prices of nontradables are determinedby differences in the ratio of long-run sectoral marginal products of labor,
cannotbe rejected by the data. However, we also found that long-run relative prices
(as measured in the data or as predicted by our regressions) are of little help in
explaining long-run, cross-country differences in the level of real exchange rates
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measured with CPI-based or GDP deflator-based exchange rates. Thus, while the
Balassa-Samuelson general-equilibrium model performs well as a theory of relative
prices, it seems to be unable to account for cross-country trend deviations from PPP.
This statement echoes Paul Samuelson's quotation that prefaces the paper.
We conclude by pointing out some limitations of our work. On the empirical side,
further work is required to develop a higher quality sectoral database covering a
longer period and for a larger panel of countries. On the theoretical side, while we
have succeeded in extending the static model to a dynamic setting, the simple
deterministic neoclassical growth framework restricts our analysis to balanced-growth
paths. Furthermore, an important assumption in our model is that Harrod-neutral
technological progress expands at a constant rate. This assumption enables us to get
a clear separation between trend growth and cycles and motivates the use of the HP
filter. However, such a clear separation fails if technological progress is stochastic or
in models of endogenous growth. In a recent paper, Asea and Sturzenegger (1994)
develop and test a Balassa-Samuelson type of model based on an endogenousgrowth framework. Work along the lines carried out in this paper of developing
robust general-equilibrium restrictions that can be tested with the data will enhance
our understanding of the enduring empirical regularities observed by Bela Balassa
and Paul Samuelson.

Notes
1. Hereafter, by "relative price" we mean the price of nontradables relative to tradables, with
tradables acting as the numeraire.
2. For want of a unified name in the literature we have chosen to refer to the argumenls
supporting the empirical regularities observed by Balassa (1964) and Samuelson (1964) as the
Balassa-Samuelsonmodel. Elsewhere in the literature it has been called either the Balassa
effect, the Balassa-Ricardo effect or the productivity bias hypothesis.
3. For recent empirical studies along these lines see De Gregorio, Giovannini, and Wolf
(1994) and Micosi and Milesi-Ferretti (1993). See also Hsieh (1982), Kravis, Heston, and
Summers (1983), Kravis and Lipsey (1987), Marston (1987), Yoshikawa (1990), and Bergstrand
(1991) for other empirical tests of the predictions of the Balassa-Samuelson model.
4. In our model, sectoral output, consumption, and investment grow at the same rate. There
is still a differential in total factor-productivity growth, however, to the extent that labor
shares in the tradable and nontradable sectors differ.
5. See Swan (1963) and Phelps (1966) who show that the assumption of labor-augmenting
techological progress is a necessary condition for steady-state growth in neoclassical growth
models.
6. Obstfeld (1993) notes that this is a reasonable approximation for industrial country multilateral real exchange rates.
7. The discount factor and law of motion for capital are also properly adjusted.
8. See Cole (1988) for a discussion of this issue. Our results still hold in a model like that of
Stockman and Tesar (1990). where markets are complete.
9. An additional condition that is required to guarantee balanced growth is that preferences
be isoelastic. For details see King, Plosser, and Rebelo (1988).
10. One reason for this is that the theory precludes by assumption the potential supply-side
relationship between aggregate output per capita and the relative price of nontradables, due
to nonhomothetic tastes; see Bergstrand (1991) and De Gregorio, Giovannini, and Wolf
(1994).
11. See De Gregorio, Giovannini, and Wolf (1994) and Kravis, Heston, and Summers (1983).
12. See Frenkel and Razin (1987), Backus and Smith (1993), Greenwood (1984), and Mendoza
(1995).
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There is a long and distinguishedtradition of extracting permanent components from data

thatgoes back to Friedman's (1957) study of the permanent-income hypothesis.
18.These results are not reported here because the tests are standard and similar results have
beenwidelyreported in the literature. The results are available on request from the authors.
19.

Plotsof the HP filter and actual data for the other countries are similar and not reported

hereto conservespace. Plots of the HP filter and linear-trend filter are not reported here; see
Aseaand Mendoza (1994).
20.The following discussion draws heavily on Harvey and Jaeger (1993).
21.Belgium, US, Japan, Canada, Italy, the Netherlands, Germany, Australia, Great Britain,
andSweden.
23.

ents
I the

hotels, (16) transport, storage, and communications,(17) finance, insurance,

(18)real estate, (19) community, social, and personal services and (20) government services.
16.For details see De Gregorio, Giovannini, and Wolf (1994). Their classification is similar
10that of Stockman and Tesar (1990).

22.

!'lith

kept in mind for the empirical analysis.

14.Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United States.
15.(1) Agriculture, (2) mining, (3) food, beverages, and tobacco, (4) textiles, (5) wood and
woodproducts, (6) paper, printing, and publishing, (7) chemicals, (8) nonmetallic mineral
products, (9) basic metal products, (10) machinery equipment, (11) other manufactured
products, (12) electricity, gas, and water, (13) construction, (14) wholesale and retail trade,

Denmark, France, Finland, and Norway.
These results are not reported here to conserve space (they would require 14 separate

tables).The results are available on request from the authors.
24. See Kravis, Heston, and Summers (1983) and Stockman and Tesar (1990). The latter
notedthat the labor share of tradable goods was greater than that for nontradables for five of
sevencountries in their sample.
25.This grouping is admittedly arbitrary, being based on casual observations of the productivity
differential. It is, however, consistent with the literature that typically uses Japan as an
exampleof a high-Balassa country (Marston, 1987; Obstfeld, 1993).
26.

Correcting for serial correlation did not change the pattern or the significanceof the

coefficientestimates.
27.Results of estimating (I) and (II) with the linear-trend filter yield qualitatively similar
resultsto estimates reported above with the HP filter. These results are available from the
authorson request.
28.The more general case in which Q* ~ 1 yields
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wherethe k's are the home country's trading partners and the null hypothesis is that AI > 0,
iHj < 0 Vj. The results of estimating this equation did not differ significantly from the results
from(IV) and are not reported here to conserve space. They are available on request from
theauthors.
.
29. The results are not provided here to conserve space; see Asea and Mendoza (1994).
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