ETHBAAL (Heb.  lAYTa, “Baal is with him”— pronounced Ittoba'al?).
(1)
King of Tyre and Sidon (c. first half of the ninth century B.C.E.), father of Jezebel (I Kings 16:31; Jos., Ant., 8:317). According to Menander of Ephesus, the historian of Phoenicia quoted by Josephus, Ethbaal was a priest of Astarte (which might explain Jezebel's zealousness), who became king by murdering his predecessor, and ruled for thirty-two years (Jos., Apion, 1:123). A year-long drought in his reign (identified by Josephus as that in Ahab's reign, cf. I Kings 17) ended, according to Menander, when Ethbaal “made supplications to the gods, whereupon a heavy thunderstorm broke out” (Jos., Ant., 8:324). He founded the Phoenician city Botrys and the Libyan city Auza (ibid.).
(2)
Son of Hiram (Ahiram), a tenth-century B.C.E. Phoenician king (Pritchard, Texts 2, 504; ibid. 3, 661).
(3)
A sixth-century B.C.E. Phoenician king (Jos., Apion, 1:156).
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