
    
      Skip to main content
    
    
      
    





 
     
    
      
        
          
            University of Pennsylvania School of Arts & Sciences
              
          
          	School of Arts & Sciences
	College of Arts & Sciences
	Graduate Division
	College of Liberal and Professional Studies


        

      

    

  



    

      

                              
              
                
                    




	


	
		
			
			
		
		
			
			
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	


                
              

              
            

          
      


          
            
          
      
      
      [image: Home]
    
        Department of Religious Studies
    


  


                          
            Toggle navigation
            
            
            
          
              


                    
            
    
            Main navigation


      
            	
                    About
                                                
	
                                        People
                                                                                    	
                    Standing Faculty
                                                
	
                    Emeriti Faculty
                                                
	
                    Graduate Group
                                                
	
                    Adjunct Faculty
                                                
	
                    Postdoctoral Fellows
                                                
	
                    Graduate Students
                                                
	
                    Recent Degree Recipients and Job Market Candidates
                                                
	
                    Staff
                                                


    
                                
	
                    News
                                                
	
                    Events
                                                
	
                    Courses
                                                
	
                                        Undergraduate
                                                                                    	
                    Major
                                                
	
                    Minor
                                                
	
                    Honors
                                                
	
                    Getting Involved
                                                
	
                    Awards
                                                


    
                                
	
                                        Graduate
                                                                                    	
                    Research Areas
                                                
	
                    Requirements
                                                
	
                    Application
                                                
	
                    Graduate Awards
                                                


    
                                
	
                    Resources
                                                


    


  




  
    
      
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  


Search








  


  


        

                
  

  




    
        
        

                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                        
                                                        
                                                                                                    
                                            

        


                                                    
                      
        
Home






  
    

      
    
        
                        
        
        
                  [image: door carving]





        

        

        

    

                         






  

  

    
        

    
    
        
      

  







  
    
    
    
    







  
    
              [image: Faculty]




    
    
            
Faculty

    
  





  

    







  
    
              [image: Graduate Program]




    
    
            
Graduate

    
  





  

    







  
    
              [image: Undergraduate Program]




    
    
            
Undergraduate

    
  





  

    

  





      








  
        
            
    
    
            Department News

        

            
  
    
      
      
      
  
  	Kirby Sokolow Receives Dissertation Research Award

March 26, 2024


PhD Candidate Kirby Sokolow has received a Dissertation Research Award in support of her archival and oral historical research for her dissertation, “Buddhist Exceptionalism Behind Bars: Transformi

Read More


	Claire Elliot Receives Hopkinson Fellowship

March 25, 2024


PhD student Claire Elliot was recently selected as a recipient of the Hopkinson Fellowship.

Read More


	Hallie Swanson Appointed as Junior Fellow of the Society of Fellows in Critical Bibliography

March 19, 2024


PhD Candidate Hallie Nell Swanson has been appointed as a Junior Fellow of the Andrew W.

Read More


	Angela Xia Receives Postdoctoral Fellowship at Notre Dame's Cushwa Center

March 18, 2024


PhD Candidate Angela Xia has recently accepted a postdoctoral fellowship at Notre Dame's Cushwa Center for the Study of American Catholicism.

Read More


	Hallie Nell Swanson Receives Cheng-Harrell Graduate Internship at NMAA

March 13, 2024


PhD Candidate Hallie Nell Swanson was selec

Read More


	Congrats to Prof. Durmaz & Prof.Schaefer! 

February 14, 2024


Prof. Durmaz and Prof. Schaefer were both named finalists in the 2023 AAR Book Awards! Prof.

Read More


	In Memoriam: Emeritus Professor Stephen Dunning 

January 16, 2024


Stephen Northrop Dunning, Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies in the School of Arts and Sciences, passed away on January 6th, 2024. He was 82.

Read More


	PhD Student Hallie Nell Swanson Named BSA's first "D.F. McKenzie New Scholar"

December 7, 2023


PhD Student Hallie Nell Swanson has been selected as the Bibliographical Society of America's first D. F.

Read More


	Prof. Durmaz's Book Receives Honorable Mention by the Middle East Medievalists Book Prize committee

November 9, 2023


Prof.

Read More


	Grad Coordinator Katelyn Stoler Receives Staff Recognition Award

November 8, 2023


RELS Graduate Coordinator Katelyn Stoler has just received the 2023 Silver Level Staff Recognition Award from the School of Arts and Sciences. Way to go, Kate!

Read More








    

  
          




        
              

              

            

        




    
  





      
                                
    
    
    
                
            
                
            About Us

    
            With particular strengths in the study of Christianity, Judaism, American religions, Islam, secularism, Buddhism, and other Asian religions, the Department of Religious Studies emphasizes descriptive, historical, and theoretical approaches to the study of religion.
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           Apr
11
2024
 


  Barbara Ambros, Feeling Cross-species Kinship in Edo-Period Morality Books: Excessive Affect and the Ethic of Refraining from Killing and Releasing Life
RELS Colloquium/E. Dale Saunders Buddhist Studies/TRAP FWG Lecture
Barbara Ambros, UNC-Chapel Hill

    
            Apr 11, 2024
    
             at
             3:30pm
 - 5:00pm
 
        
     | Cohen Hall 204
Barbara Rossetti Ambros is a professor in East Asian Religions in the Department of Religious Studies at the University of North Carolina at… 



     Apr
18
2024
 


  Teaching Polarizing Topics: CETLI Teaching Workshop
Anthea Butler, Religious Studies

    
            Apr 18, 2024
    
             at
             3:30pm
 - 4:30pm
 
        
     | Cohen 204
Students have social and political concerns that can enter into the classroom depending on the topic. How do we teach topics like religion, race, and gender during politically charged times? How can we facilitate… 



     Apr
25
2024
 


  Abducting Religion: Rape and the Colonial Creation of Buddhist Sexuality in Burma
RELS Colloquium/TRAP Faculty Working Group Works-in-Progress Session
Alicia Turner, York University

    
            Apr 25, 2024
    
             at
             3:30pm
 - 5:00pm
 
        
     | Cohen 204
Abstract coming soon...
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Figures of Buddhist Modernity in Asia
This book introduces contemporary Buddhists from across Asia and from various walks of life.
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Feeling Modern: The History of the Emotions in South Asia
A special issue of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, co-edited by Megan Robb with Elizabeth Chatterjee (Queen Mary, London) and Sneha Krishnan (Oxford).
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Solomon: The Lure of Wisdom
Tradition has it that King Solomon knew everything there was to know—the mysteries of nature, of love, of God himself—but what do we know of him?
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Muslims Against the Muslim League: Critiques of the Idea of Pakistan
An anthology of essays, edited by Ali Usman Qasmi and Megan Eaton Robb, exploring Muslim criticism of the founding of Pakistan.
  


	  [image: The Evolution of Affect Theory: The Humanities, the Sciences, and the Study of Power]


 
The Evolution of Affect Theory: The Humanities, the Sciences, and the Study of Power
Across the humanities, a set of interrelated concepts - excess, becoming, the event - have gained purchase as analytical tools for thinking about power.
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Jacob of Sarug’s Homilies on Women Whom Jesus Met
Bi-lingual in Syriac and English. Published by Gorgias Press.
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Wisdom as a Way of Life: Theravada Buddhism Reimagined
This wide-ranging and powerful book argues that Theravāda Buddhism provides ways of thinking about the self that can reinvigorate the humanities and offer broader insights into how to learn and how
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Drawing on Tradition: Manga, Anime, and Religion in Contemporary Japan
Manga and anime (illustrated serial novels and animated films) are highly influential Japanese entertainment media that boast tremendous domestic consumption as well as worldwide distribution and a
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Gathering Leaves and Lifting Words: Histories of Buddhist Monastic Education in Laos and Thailand
Gathering Leaves and Lifting Words examines modern and premodern Buddhist monastic education traditions in Laos and Thailand.
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Three Persian Martyr Acts
The Acts of Miles, Bishop of Susa, the Priest Abursam, and Deac
  


	  [image: Faking Liberties ]


 
Faking Liberties: Religious Freedom in American-Occupied Japan
Religious freedom is a founding tenet of the United States, and it has frequently been used to justify policies towards other nations.
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Islam
Islam is a concise and readable survey of the history of Islam from the birth of Muhammad in seventh century Arabia to the differing situations of Muslims throughout today's world.
  








    

  
          




        
              

              

            

        




    
  





  
    





  


                            

                                                                                                                                            





    
    	

    											
						  
    	
	
	




  


					

							
												
						  
    
  
      Contact Us

    

      
            Department of Religious Studies

201 Cohen Hall

249 S. 36th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6304


Anthea Butler
Department Chair


Jolyon Thomas
Graduate Chair


Steven Weitzman
Undergraduate Chair
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