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  	Graduate Students Win Research Prizes

April 9, 2024


The Graduate Group in Religious Studies is pleased to announce the recipients of several annual prizes.

Read More


	Kirby Sokolow Receives Dissertation Research Award

March 26, 2024


PhD Candidate Kirby Sokolow has received a Dissertation Research Award in support of her archival and oral historical research for her dissertation, “Buddhist Exceptionalism Behind Bars: Transformi

Read More


	Claire Elliot Receives Hopkinson Fellowship

March 25, 2024


PhD student Claire Elliot was recently selected as a recipient of the Hopkinson Fellowship.

Read More


	Hallie Swanson Appointed as Junior Fellow of the Society of Fellows in Critical Bibliography

March 19, 2024


PhD Candidate Hallie Nell Swanson has been appointed as a Junior Fellow of the Andrew W.

Read More


	Angela Xia Receives Postdoctoral Fellowship at Notre Dame's Cushwa Center

March 18, 2024


PhD Candidate Angela Xia has recently accepted a postdoctoral fellowship at Notre Dame's Cushwa Center for the Study of American Catholicism.

Read More


	Hallie Nell Swanson Receives Cheng-Harrell Graduate Internship at NMAA

March 13, 2024


PhD Candidate Hallie Nell Swanson was selec

Read More


	Congrats to Prof. Durmaz & Prof.Schaefer! 

February 14, 2024


Prof. Durmaz and Prof. Schaefer were both named finalists in the 2023 AAR Book Awards! Prof.

Read More


	In Memoriam: Emeritus Professor Stephen Dunning 

January 16, 2024


Stephen Northrop Dunning, Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies in the School of Arts and Sciences, passed away on January 6th, 2024. He was 82.

Read More


	PhD Student Hallie Nell Swanson Named BSA's first "D.F. McKenzie New Scholar"

December 7, 2023


PhD Student Hallie Nell Swanson has been selected as the Bibliographical Society of America's first D. F.

Read More


	Prof. Durmaz's Book Receives Honorable Mention by the Middle East Medievalists Book Prize committee

November 9, 2023


Prof.

Read More








    

  
          




        
              

              

            

        




    
  





      
                                
    
    
    
                
            
                
            About Us

    
            With particular strengths in the study of Christianity, Judaism, American religions, Islam, secularism, Buddhism, and other Asian religions, the Department of Religious Studies emphasizes descriptive, historical, and theoretical approaches to the study of religion.
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           Apr
25
2024
 


  Burmese Buddhist Exceptionalism and the Violence of Religious Tolerance
CEAS/TRAP Faculty Working Group Public Lecture
Alicia Turner, York University

    
            Apr 25, 2024
    
             at
             5:15pm
 - 6:45pm
 
        
     | ANNS 111
Early European accounts of Burma expressed shock at the presence of what they understood to be liberal modern values imbedded in what would soon be a British colony in Southeast Asia. Burma was, to them, an exception… 



     May
02
2024
 


  Religious Studies End of Year Celebration

    
            May 2, 2024
    
             at
             5:15pm
 - 6:45pm
 
        
     | Fireside Lounge, ARCH Building
The Department of Religious Studies will hold an end of year celebration to acknowledge the accomplishments of students and faculty on Thursday, May 2 at 5:15 PM in Fireside Lounge, ARCH Building. 


Please… 
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The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand
Stories centering on the lovelorn ghost (Mae Nak) and the magical monk (Somdet To) are central to Thai Buddhism.
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Death before Dying: The Sufi Poems of Sultan Bahu
These 115 poems introduce readers in English to Sultan Bahu (d. 1691), a Sufi mystical poet who continues to be one of the most beloved writers in Punjabi.
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Solomon: The Lure of Wisdom
Tradition has it that King Solomon knew everything there was to know—the mysteries of nature, of love, of God himself—but what do we know of him?
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The Origin of the Jews
The Jews have one of the longest continuously recorded histories of any people in the world, but what do we actually know about their origins?
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Surviving Sacrilege: Cultural Persistence in Jewish Antiquity
In a world of relentless and often violent change, what does it take for a culture to survive?
  


	  [image: Mulberry Leaves to Silk Scrolls: New Approaches to the Study of Asian Manuscript Traditions]


 
From Mulberry Leaves to Silk Scrolls: New Approaches to the Study of Asian Manuscript Traditions
From Mulberry Leaves to Silk Scrolls is a multidisciplinary consideration of Asian manuscripts.
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Alef is for Allah: Childhood Emotion and Visual Culture in Islamic Societies
Alef Is for Allah is the first groundbreaking study of the emotional space occupied by children in modern Islamic societies.
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The Evolution of Affect Theory: The Humanities, the Sciences, and the Study of Power
Across the humanities, a set of interrelated concepts - excess, becoming, the event - have gained purchase as analytical tools for thinking about power.
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Religious Affects: Animality, Evolution, and Power
In Religious Affects, Donovan Schaefer challenges the notion that religion is inextricably linked to language and belief, proposing instead that it is primarily driven by affects.
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The FBI and Religion
The Federal Bureau of Investigation has had a long and tortuous relationship with religion over almost the entirety of its existence.
  


	  [image: Drawing on Tradition]


 
Drawing on Tradition: Manga, Anime, and Religion in Contemporary Japan
Manga and anime (illustrated serial novels and animated films) are highly influential Japanese entertainment media that boast tremendous domestic consumption as well as worldwide distribution and a
  


	  [image: ]


 
On Wings of Diesel: Trucks, Identity, and Culture in Pakistan
Illustrated with beautiful colour photos throughout, On Wings of Diesel takes us on a journey through the fascinating world of Pakistani truck decoration.
  








    

  
          




        
              

              

            

        




    
  





  
    





  


                            

                                                                                                                                            





    
    	

    											
						  
    	
	
	




  


					

							
												
						  
    
  
      Contact Us

    

      
            Department of Religious Studies

201 Cohen Hall

249 S. 36th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6304


Anthea Butler
Department Chair


Jolyon Thomas
Graduate Chair


Steven Weitzman
Undergraduate Chair
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